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Constitution of the African Blood Brotherhood 
Article I.-Name and Purpose. 

Section I. Thi• organization shall be known 
as The African Blood Brotherhood. 

SC'c:. 2. The purJIOsc and aims of this or­
ganization ~hall be the mobilization of Xegro 
thought and the organization of Xegru man­
hood and womanhood toward meeting intc:lli­
gentlv and furlcssly our problems, ;wd con­
queriilg the enemies of the Xegro race wher­
ever they are found, whether amon,r the white 
capitali~t-imperialist robbers of l'.uropc. th<" 
capitalist-crackC'r murderbund of the Southern 
States of the l~nited States, the cunning Xorth­
ern exJlloiters of Xegro Labor (who work 
upon the prejudices of the workers of both 
races to keep the ranks of Labor dh·ided and 
the Xegro worker• unorganized and thu11 
available for scabbing purposes in the strife be­
tween Capitalism and Organized Labor), or the 
traitorous opportunists, petty bourgeoisie and 
would-be capitalists of the Xegro rac:e wlio in 
the past hue sold the Xegro worker body and 
soul to the enemy of the race: the white capi­
talist; and are enn now organizing chambers 
of conunerc:c:, real estate agents' associations 
and other similar bodiC's the better to serve 
their white masters and earn the IIC'tty per­
centage allowed them for rent-gouging and 
price-gouging the workl'rll of their rac:e in the 
interests of white' ca11italism. 

Sec. J. Its motto shall be, "One for all, and 
all for one." 

Article !I.-Membership and Dues. 
Section 1. Every person of African descent 

shall be eligible to mC'mbership. 
Sec. 2. Applicants for membership shall pay 

with their aplllic:ation one dollar $1.00) entry 
fee. 

Sec. J. Each member ~hall pay monthly 
duo of twenty-lh·e (25) cents, mc:luding the 
month of his admission. 

SC'c. 4. Special em•·rgency a~sc"sment!l may 
be lc:\·ied by thC' Su1m~mc Comu.il. :\!lsess­
mcuts may also be h.~,·ied by the Post Com­
mander upon aJlpronl of the Supr.-me Council, 
following affinnath·e majority \'Ole at a n·gular 
or special meeting of the post. 

Sec. 5. ltemlll'rll who are two· monthtc i•• 
arruu in payment of dues or a~sessmrnts 
shall be dropped from memhcr~hiJI, unless 
within one month after notilication h>· the 
ncrctary of their JIO~t 1 or by the Supreme 
Council in e\·c:nt no JIOSI has \'C:I hc:.-n formed 
in their territories) they place thc:m!IC:l\'es in 
good lltandil.g. 

Sec. 6. Post Commanders shall i,..;uc: trans­
fers 11110n rc:'1uest to othl'r posts upon rcmo,•al 
of mc:1nbc:rs from their territories. 

Sec:. 7. Any paid-up mc:mbn of the African 
Dlood Brotherhood shall h,• admitted to the 
meetings or an.Y post in whose territory he 
happens to be \'lsitmg. 
Aruc:le 111.-Form and Units of Orcanization. 

Section I. The African Blood IJrothc:rhood 
is essentially a propaganda organization. It is 
h!Jrhly centralized in order to give the greatest 
effect to its purpose of de\·ciOJiing au intensitied 
and consistent 11ropaganda (I) within the race 
for the mobilization and education of Negro 
thought for the achievement of Negro Labor 
solidarity throughout the world; (2) outside 
of the rac:e for the removal and conque11t of 
antagonism based upon misconception of the 

Xegro on the part of the white proletariat al> 
the ruult of ,·icious capitalist anti-Negro 
11ropaganda rimed at dh·iding the ranks of 
Labor. 

Sec. 2. Any se,·en persons of African de­
scent, accepting the princ:i11les and tactics of 
the African Blood Brotherhood, can organize 
a post of the Brotherhood, notifying the 
Supreme Council of such organization and 
abiding by its appointments and instructions. 

Sec:. J. In ci ues, towns and ,·ill ages where 
a 110st is already in existence no other post 
can be organized, except in the several 
boroughs of large cities, with the sanction of 
the Supreme Council. 

Sec. 4. Seven members shall be the quorum 
necessary for all mec:tings.of the posts. 

Sec. S. The membership of a post shall not 
be limited in numbers. 

Sec. 6. I•osts shall be named for great men 
and women of the African races. The members 
of a post shall \'Ole upon the name to be 
adopted, sending the name finally decided upon 
to the Supreme Council for record. 

Sec. 7. Posts shall remit to the Supreme 
Council seventy-five (75) cents on each entry· 
fee payment, and fi\·e (5) cents on each 
monthly dues payment. Such remittance shall 
be made before the 15th of each month by the 
Post Commander (or in his illness or absence 
by the Secretary of Pro11aganda) who shall 
collect from the Treasurer the amounts due 
the Supreme Council. In the absence of both 
the Post Commander and the Secretary or 
Pro11aganda the Treasurer shall send direct to 
the Supreme Council. Remittances shall be ac­
companied by the Treasurer's report or col­
lections, which shall be in duplicate, one for 
the Supreme Council, the other for the post. 
The Secretary of Economics shall also make 
out his reports in duplicate, one for the post 
and the other which he shall forward before 
the 15th of each month direct to the Supreme 
Council. 

Sec. 8. Posts 11hall ha\'C the right to retain 
all sums collectl.'d other than initiation fee 
paynwnts, mon~lly dues pa):mc:nt~ and assc:s~­
ments ordered by the :SuJirc:me Counc1l. 
llonies raised from functions staged by the 
JIOSts shall remain with the JlOSU. 

Sec. 9. Posts may expend such sums as 
they hnc: the right to retain for such activities 
and 1111rposes u arc c:~prcssed in the constitu­
tion and in the "Orders in Council" t•manating 
from the SuJifl'IIIC Council, hut may not under­
take eXJienditures outside of such acth•ities 
without the sanction of the SUJirC:mc Council. 
The sanction of the Supn•ml' Council may be 
11011ght through prtitiou of at least one-third of 
the total memh1.'rshi11 of the post d•·siring it. 

Sec. HI. Each JIOst shall draw UJI a semi­
annual budget of the llfOJIOsed c:xpcndituru 
for the coming 11ix months for submittal to 
the Su11remc: Council. 

Sec. 11. The officers of the post 11hall be as 
follows: .\ppointi\'C: (by the Supreme Councill: 
Post Commander and Secretary of Propaganda. 
Elccth·c (by the post membership), Sccretar)· 
of Negro History, Corresponding Secretary, 
Treasurer, Secretary of E.:onomics, Secretary 
of Connnerc:c, Secretary of Labor Unions and 
Co-operath·es and Sergeant-at-Arms. Their 
rank shall be in the order given. 
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Sec. 12. There shall be a Committee of 
Propacanda for enry po11, appointt'd b,Y the 
Poat Conmaander who shall name as Chaarman 
the Secretary of Propasanda. On thia coin· 
mittee tht' S.-eretar)' of Nt'&ro History 11 well 
aa the Poat Commandt'r ahall enjoy the •tatua 
of an t'x-ofticio member. This commiucc may 
be diaAOh·.-d onlr b)· order of the Supreme 
Council, in which C\'t'nt a new commillce Jhall 
be appointt'd aher thirty da)'l and within aixty 
daya of the order of diaaolution. 

Anlcle IV.-ConventionL 
St'c. 1.-Connnti)Au• ahall be called once a 

year by the Suprt'(ne Couucil for the purpost' 
oC elcctins an ex«uth·e head of the African 
Blood Rrothcrhood, rcceh·ins reports from 
the Suprl'mt' Cou""il, dt\·iains tactic11, etc., and 
functionins while in at'uion aa the supreme 
covernins bod~· of the Urotht"rhood. 

Sec. Z. \\"hale the resular coan-t'ntion i• in 
aession the Supreme Council ahall bt' consid­
ered di11olved, but ahall be reprt'Jented at the 
convention by the Executive Head. 

St'c. 3. Connntions may not continue in 
aeaaion lonrer than ten daya. 

Sec. 4. Emt'r&ency connntions. with· all 
the powers of resular conventions, shall be 
called by the Supreme Council, upon its own 
initiative, whenenr conditions warrant or 
upon the demand of posts rl'presentiniJ at icast 
fifty per cent. of the total membershap of the 
orsanization. At such conventiona the Su­
preme Council shall not be dissolved, but ahall 
be mersed into the convention, beins repre­
sented by the Executive Hud or any other 
peraon delesated by the Executive Hud from 
the Supreme Council, and shall have its full 
vote of seven. 

Sec. 5. Each post may elect one member to 
the connntions, and one member additional 
for each full hundred members over the first 
hundred. 

Sec. 5. The first act of the resular conven­
tions shall be the election of the Executive 
Head for ensuinc term. 

~rticle V ,-The Supreme CounciL 
Sectaon I. The Supreme Council is the sov­

ernins body of the African Blood Brotherhood 
when the convention• are not in aesaion. It 
ahall consist of the Executive Head elected by 
the conventions, and aix other mem'bers whom 
he ahall appoint. 

Sec. 2. Candidatea for the office of Execu­
tive Head must have been membera -of the 
Brotherhood for two consecutive yeara. 

Sec. 3. The identity of the appointed mem­
bera of the Supreme Council shall not be re· 
vealed either by tht"mselves or by the Execu­
tive Head who appoints them. 

Sec. 4. !- member of the Supreme Council 
proven 11111ty of: revealins his identity com­
!"'iuion of ind!scretions, race treason or 'aexual 
mtercourse wllh persons of the white races 
may be. expellcd from the Supreme Council by 
a unammous \'O!e of th.at body, the suilty 
member not voting. Traal shall be by the 
Supreme Council. The Exccutive Head shall 
ha!e power to fill . such vacancies created. 
Traal of the Executave Head for any of the 
offenses he~ein des~ribed shall be by the regu­
lar conventaon, or m case that is too far away 
by an emergency convention which the Su­
preme Council has the power to call. 

Sec. 5. The Supreme Council shall appoint 
the Post Commanders. the Post Sccrt'laries of 
Propasanda, and tht' international, national 
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and diatrict orsanizera. who ahall work under 
the direct control or the Supreme Council and 
aubject to r.-monl at the diacrctlon of' that 
body. 

Sec. 6. T~e Suprcme Council ahall make 
annual financaal rt'porta to the conventiona, and 
may exact a 11ledge of aecrecy from the con­
vention• of ccrtain upt"nditurea of whoae 
neccuity the coan-entions are convinced but 
whose nature it would be, in the opinion ~f the 
Supreme Council and a majority of the dele· 
sates to the conventions. unwise to reveal. 

St'c. 7. A complt"te audit and accountinc of 
Brotherhood funds shall be naade once every 
year (unless othrrwise ordered by the con­
ventions). The :\uditins Commillce shall con­
llist of tinct' members elected by the conven­
tions. The con\·ention• shall also elect three 
alternates. No member of the Supreme Coun­
cil and no paid official of the orsanization 
ahall be a membrr of thr Auditins Committt'e. 

Sec. 8. ~he Suprem.e Council ahall desi1· 
n.ate the oftacea !or whach financial compenaa­
llon shall be 11\'en. The Supreme Council 
ahall alao fix (and mar rc\·iae) tht' amount of 
auch compensation. 

St'c. 9. All mone)·s collected by thc Su­
p~eme Council or its or1anizers from indi­
yadual mcmber11 rrior to their or1anization 
mto posts 11hall bt' retained in wholc by the 
Suprcme Council, and be used to defray ex­
penses of the or1anizers, etc. The moneys 10 
collec!ed shall hnc no bcarinc on the suma to 
be paad over to the Supreme Council by the 
posts from thc entry fee payments and 
monthly dues paymcnts. The posts shall rec­
osnizc such payment• and may not collect a 
ncond time from these mcmbers nor in any 
way discriminate against them, but shall admat 
them to full membership rirhts and privilesea 
upon presentation of their receipts for monies 
paid to the Supreme Council or its asents. 

Sec. 10. The Supreme Council may suspend 
or expel any member of the African Blood 
Brotherhood at its discr~tion, upon a unani­
mous vote of the Council. 

Sec. II. The headquarters of the Supreme 
Council shall be in Ncw York. 

Article VI.-Preaa and Propapnda. 
Section I. The Crusader Masazine (New 

York) shall be considered the official orsan of 
the A. B. B. and shall be supported by all 
posts and members. 

Sec. 2. All propasanda shall be under the 
direct control of the Supreme Council, except 
such propasanda as is issued by the posts 
purely for membership increasea, advertise­
ments of mectinss staced for nll!mbership 
drh·es, and as authorized in section 3 this 
article. ' 

Sec. 3. Over their own sisnature, posts 
may iuue pamphlets, lcaflets and news releasea 
dealinc with matters in their territory. 

Sec. 4. Literature issu~d by the posts shall 
be under the super\'ision of the post secre­
taries or propaganda. 

Sec. 5. No post may publish newspapers 
masazinea or books without the permission of 
the Supreme Council. 

. Article VII.-DliCipUne. 
Sectaon I. Post Commanders shall maintain 

a moderate discipline at meetings. 
Sec. 2. The following offcnses shall be 

deem~d violative of the fundamental principles 
of the constitution and the program of the 
African Blood Brotherhood: (1) Refusal to 
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accept and carry out the decisions of the 
Supreme Council; (2) wilfully to block and 
disrupt the work of the or11anization; (J) in 
any way to betray organization trust. 

Sec. J. Formal charges must be laid before 
the Suprt'me Council in all ca~es and no action 
taken pending its decision and instructions. 

Sec. 4. The constitution can be revised only 
by the conventions. 

Article VIII.-Meetincs. 
Section I. Meetings should be held weekly 

and not less than fort-nightly, and at auch dates 
as are suitable to the post. 

Sec. 2. Minutes and resolutions adopted at 
the meetings shall be forwarded to the Su­
preme Council monthly by the Corresponding 
Secretary. \\'henevcr a motion is made upon 
a matter of great importance the Secretarf. 
shall dispatch same immediately to the Counci . 

Sec. J. No officer shall be absent from more 
than two consecutive meetings without ac­
ceptable explanation to the Post. Disregard 
of this section will terminate office automat­
ically. 

Sec. 4. The Post Commander, or in his ab­
sence the next ranking officer, shall call the 
meeting to order, using the usual formula. 
Then shall follow in order reading and adop­
tion of the minutes of previous meeting, spe­
cial communications from the Supreme Coun­
cjl, including Order of Day, Unfinished Busi­
ness, New Business, Dues, Enrolling of New 
:Members, Readings, Adjournment. 

Sec, 5. Debates shall be limited and all 
business before the post expedited as much as 
J>ossiblc. The Post Commander may usc his 
discretion in limiting debates or, upon protest, 
may put it to the vote. 

Sec. 6. There shall be an allowance of time 
at all regular meetings for readings from such 
books or pamphlets as are recommended by 
the Supreme Council in its "Orders of the 
Day," and for eeneral discussion of the work 
from which the readings arc made. 

Sec. 7. All votes carried by acclamation 
must be so stated in the minutes. 

Sec. 8. Motion for adjournment shall be 
taken as ncar as possible to the reeular hour 
designated by each post for the closine of its 
meetings. Such motion may not be denied by 
the presiding officer, but muat be put to the 
vote. 
Article IX.-Interpretatlon of Duties of Etee­

tave Offices. 
Section I. The Corresponding Secretary 

shall J>Crform the duties usually pertaining to 
the office of Corresponding Secretary, as well 
as those usually pertaining to the office o£ 
Recording Secretary. 

Sec. 2. The duties of the Secretary of Com­
merce shall be the collection of commercial 
data in the territory of the Post for quarterly 
submission to the Supreme Council1 through 
the Executive Head of the organizataon. 

Sec. J. The duties. of Secretary of Ne11ro 
History shall be a study of and dasscminataon 
of all historical facts and traditions relative to 
the Negro. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of Economics shall 
make a special study of the subject of eco­
nomics and be prepared to give information 
on the subject when called upon by the Post. 
He shall also perform the duties of "financial 
secretary," which arc the collection of dues 
and fees, etc, the keeping of books, etc. He 
shall turn over all collections to the Treasurer 
and obtain a receipt for the same. 

Sec. 5. The duties of the Treasurer shall be 
to receive all moneys collected by the Secre­
tary of Economics, and to keep a correct ac­
count of the same. He shall issue checks and 
pay out moneys for disbursements authorized 
by the Post in rel{ular or special meetinss. 

Sec. 6. The duties of the Secretary of Labor 
Unions and Co-operatives shall be to organize 
Negro labor and to devise plans and ~e pre­
pared to take steps upon instruction from the 
Post to lower living costt for members and 
others in the territory of the Post through 
co-operatives. 

The Congo State 
A Surlle.» of the Bel1ian C onfo in the Li1h1 of 
the Suflestion That the UniteJ Stales Accept 

It in Payment of Belfium's Debt to Her. 

THE Third Coneressional District of Mis­
siuippi having adopted a resolution 
endorsing tht' acquisition of the Belgian 

Congo by the United States ,(the majority in 
the convention were Nt"groes) in payment of 
Belgium's war indcbtcdnc:s~ to America, in­
telligent and 11rogru~h·e NciJroca will no doubt 
be anxious to know somctlung about this im­
mt'nse territory in Central Africa. 

The area of the Congo State is estimated at 
over 900,000 square miles. (That of Belgium 
itself is but little over 11,000.) Except for its 
\'cry short coast line and for a small arc:a on 
its eastern frontier, the Congo State lies wholly 
within the basin of the giant Congo system. 
With the probable exception or Brazil. the 
Congo Stat~ has the finest river system in the 
world. The possibilities of this system for 
·cheap transportation are little short of marvel­
ous. The! Congo River is the largest river of 
Africa, and exceeded amone the rivers of the 
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world by the Amazon only. It has a length of 
fully 3,000 miles. With its tributaries it affords 
over 6,000 miles of navieable waters, which 
have played an important part in the uploita­
tion of the conntry under the Belgians. Af 
compared to Liheraa with it' small extent and 
few navigable rivera, the Congo State offers 
magnificent opportunities for rapid and inex­
l,ensh·e development. \Vith its many navi~ra· 
ble rh·crs or "flowing roads," the Congo State 
has an immense advantage over the average 
"new" or undeveloped country. As an ex­
ample, before Colombia, Venzuela or Mexico 
can be ,,roperly de\·eloped there must be built 
up vast and expensive railway systems. In 
the Congo State, on the other hand, the Bel­
aians found it possible to exploit the country 
without having to build ueensive railwaya, 
except in the case of the Cataract Railway 
which was necessary tQ connect the navigable 
reachea of the Middle Congo, above Stanley 
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