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The Brockton Revolt Victimizing League Millitants
By James Harris By Ben Gitlow

THE strike of the shoe workers in Brockton,
Mass., which has been accompanied with
such spectacular suppression on the side of

the authorities, shows up in a vivid light some
of the worst abuses in the American labor move-
ment. It also illustrates the inevitable revolt of
the rank and file against such conditions, a revolt
which may be delayed, or which may find ex-
pression blindly and destructively, but which is
as sure as the rising of the sun. The workers
struck, not so much against their employers, as
against the old Boot and Shoe Workers' Union.
They charged this organization with establishing
virtual peonage of the workers, vile abuses of
the "union stamp," and complete neglect of the
interests of the membership. The lessons of the
struggle are worthy of study by the whole labor
movement.

The position of the strikers is stated in a pub-
lic manifesto of May 3ist. "We are making no
unreasonable demands," they state. "We simply
will not consent to pay dues to an organization
which serves only the manufacturers' purposes."
It is charged that the officials signed contracts
with the manufacturers, without the pretense of
consultation with the local membership, and
which contained not the slightest protection to
them. The only important clauses in the con-
tracts were those giving the manufacturers the
right to use the "stamp" and guaranteeing to
the Union officers that the workers would pay
their dues. "No demand is made of the manu-
facturers but that they compel us to supply rev-
enue to the Boston office," states the complaint,
"while no demand is made of the latter except
that they do all in their power to hold us to a:
contract made for us but not by us."

The official bureaucracy in the Boot and Shoe
Workers' Union keep a tight hold1 on their offices
from year to year, effectively blocking any at-
tempts at reform from the rank and file. They
accomplish this by refusing to give charters to
that membership which they cannot control, and
keeping in existence a multitude of little locals
of three to ten members, each of which sends
as many delegates to the convention as the large
locals. In the actual centers of shoe production
the local unions very often do not hold meetings;
the Union merely establishes a dues collector, who
is popularly known as the "gas meter," in which
the workers drop their quarters each week. .Thus
the militant rank and filers are .disfranchised.

To make their steel-riveted control triply sure,
the international officialdom packs the. conven-

tion with delegates from little fake unions all
over the country. Scores of these delegates come
from unions which in an entire year do not col-
lect enough dues to pay their delegate's rail-
road fare—who pays the bills is a secret be-
tween the officers and the favored delegates.
When, at the last convention,, a delegate from
Brockton questioned the right of one of these
"blue sky" delegates to a seat, Mr. Baine, sec-
retary of the Union, according to his own min-
utes, stated: "It is just possible there may have
been sometime when they didn't have over three
members in good standing. We have seated dele-
gates under similar circumstances for years. I
contend that his (the contested delegate's) pres-
ence at this convention is worth thousands of
dollars to the Boot and Shoe Workers' Union
even if he didn't represent any union."

Such pernicious abuse of the union label, such
flagrant disregard of the interests of the mem-
bership, such open flaunting of the principles of
working-class democracy within the union;— all
of these things brought the Brockton boot and
shoe workers to look upon this old organization
as a "company union," pure and simple. It never
made a fight for them, it never gained them bet-
ter conditions, it never acted in any way at all
except to collect dues from them, deny them a
voice in their own affairs, and break their strikes
when they launched a struggle independently.
The boot and shoe workers everywhere are sick
of these intolerable conditions, and all over the
country they are stirring with revolt. The fight
in Brockton is one of the dramatic phases of this
struggle, which is assuming various phases in the
different centers. Certain it is that it will go on,
until the boot and shoe workers of America at
last have made the union into an instrument of
their own, one that will fight their battles against
the employers and lift them up from their present
miserable conditions. Every militant unionist
will applaud their fight and assist them in every •
possible way, especially in directing the struggle
into a great stirring throughout the industry
which will establish a militant, powerful and
united Union, of all workers in the entire leather
industry.

HOW seriously the officials of the Amalgamated
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers take the "drive" to

organize the steel workers is shown by the Amalga-
mated Journal, of Aug. 2nd, which- carries the story
of the "organization plans" on page 19, crowded in
among advertisements of groceries, trust companies,
meat markets, dentists, etc.

THE reactionary machine, controlled by the
New York Forward, is warring against the
militants. They have branded the Trade

Union Educational League a "dual organiza-
tion," and are expelling union members for be-
longing to it. They are following the lead of
Sam Gompers and John L. Lewis. They fear
the progress the League has made and, feeling
their grip slipping, they hope to reintrench them-
selves by the use of terrorism.

In the Jewish unions the bulk of the member-
ship belong to the needle trades. They have al-
ways been known for their radicalism. Hence,
the leaders dare not use the same anti-red argu-
ments against the lefts that Lewis does in the
Miners' Union. If they did they would be howled
down by the rank and file. The anti-red propa-
ganda is carried on by the Forward, which daily
prints the most brazen lies about the lefts. The
reactionary leaders, therefore, resort to terrorism
and technicalities. The lefts are not frankly
attacked because they advocate a revolutionary
program. They are evasively charged with
"holding caucuses" and belonging to the T. U.
E. L., which reactionaries claim is a dual organ-
ization. Or upon flimsy pretexts the lefts are
charged with violating union rules.

In the Furriers' Union the rank and file are
prohibited from expressing opinions in opposi-
tion to the right wing machine. When they nom-
inated candidates for the Joint Board these were
stricken off the ballot because they were members
of the T. U. E. L. and had participated in a
protest meeting against the methods of their re-
actionary officials.

In the Fancy Leather Goods Workers' Union,
the most popular candidates of the rank and file
had trumped-up charges placed against them and
their names stricken off the ballot.

In the International Ladies' Garment Workers'
Union, one of the largest and most important in
the needle trades, the war against the lefts is
being carried on by Sigman, its .president. In
Philadelphia", he demanded the resignation of the
cloakmakers' Joint Board because they were
lefts, but without success. He next attacked
Local 22, dressmakers, of New York, one of the
largest in the International, and now has fake
charges preferred against nearly all its left-wing
officials. This effort is not succeeding well either.
Meanwhile Sigman tried to deal the League a
blow in Chicago. Several of the most active
members of the League, and long-time members

of the Union, were expelled because they ad-
mitted membership in the T. U. E. L. Sigman
threatens that no League member shall hold a
responsible position in the I. L. G. W. U.

In the Amalgamated Clothing Workers at-
tempts are being made to liquidate the activities
of the League. Spurred on by the Forward, the
right-wing elements in that organization have
lined up their forces for the express purpose of
fighting the League. The G. E. B. recently made
a request upon the League in the Amalgamated,
in New York, to cease its activities, explaining
that there was no room in the Amalgamated for
organized contending factions. The League mem-
bers realize that in a great many respects the
Amalgamated is far ahead, in progressiveness,
of all other unions. But the League members in
the Amalgamated realize that the League repre-
sents the militant forces of the rank and file in
the whole labor movement, and that its program
and principles are not confined to any particular
union, but apply to all unions. In all unions, no
matter how progressive, the militant and pro-
gressive elements must be organized to carry out
their program. One example will prove how nec-
essary the League organization is in the Amal-
gamated. In spite of the fact that the last Con-
vention of the Amalgamated went on record for
amalgamation, the right wing has kept up for
months a most bitter opposition to amalgamation
of Locals 2 and 5, which by an overwhelming
membership vote went on record for that meas-
ure. Had the militants not been organized in
the League, the sabotage of the rights would
have been completely successful, the left-wing
members of the executives driven from their
positions, and the rank and file movement in
those two locals destroyed. Needless to say that
in the Amalgamated the left wing fights for the
welfare of the organization and the right wing
fights for the well-paying jobs.

The right-wing machine in the needle trades
today is fighting desperately to maintain its con-
trol of the unions. Under their leadership the
unions, which once had an iron grip on the
bosses, no longer control the situation. The
sweat-shop system is now in full bloom, and scab
shops do business unmolested. Scabs work while
thousands of union men and women tramp the
streets idle. Great numbers of workers have al-
ready quit the organization and many thousands
more have been suspended for inability to pay
dues. Even in the organized shops the condi-
tions' are- bad. The industry is thoroughly de-
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moralized. The right-wing machine in control
are in a dilemma; they do not know what to do.
In all the unions of the needle trades, once known
for their aggressiveness, militancy has disap-
peared. Instead of general strikes, they now
declare stoppages that are a farce. The demor-
alization is the logical result of right-wing lead-
ership. The League meets this situation with
a program of action. The reactianary leaders
cannot face this program. To attack the League's
program would be suicidal for the reactionary
machine, because they have no program them-
selves. They are interested only in keeping their
grip on the union. To allow the Leagues to func-
tion would mean that the rank and file will ac-
cept their program, and sweep into office a new

leadership that will carry this program into ef-
fect.

The left wing accepts the challenge of the
right. The Trade Union Educational League in
the needle trades will not permit itself to be ex-
terminated. The reactionaries preparing for the
next convention will discover that it is one thing
to threaten to deprive League members of all
privileges of union membership except paying
dues, and another thing to carry it out. The
League's fight is not separate and apart from
the rank and file, who will, in no uncertain tone,
give their answer to the reactionaries who want
still further to demoralize the unions by splitting
the ranks through the expulsion of the most ac-
tive militant members.

The Steel Campaign
By Wm. Z. Foster

AFTER allowing over a year of favorable
industrial conditions to slip by unutilized,
and after failing completely to take ad-

vantage of the great agitation for the eight-hour
day, the American Federation of Labor has at
last embarked upon a campaign to organize the
steel workers. This time, however, the move-
ment will be respectable. The "reds" who dis-
graced the last campaign (even though they were
the ones who put all the punch 'into it) will be
ostracized this time. To keep the thing sane,
they have put at the head of it Grandma Mike
Tighe, President of the Amalgamated' Associa-
tion of Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers, a man who
betrayed the steel workers time after time in
their last great battle. If anything is accom-
plished under his leadership it will be final proof
that the day of miracle has not yet passed. The
campaign will be financed from a fund of $70,-
ooo, left over from the 1918-19 movement.

Quite evidently, from the way the present cam-
paign is being undertaken, the union leaders
have learned nothing from the last great strug-
gle. The lesson which that historic strike shrieked
out with brazen lungs was that the steel workers
must unite in one body closely affiliated with the
railroad workers and the miners in order to be
able to cope successfully with the Steel Trust.
Yet here are the leaders going at the problem
on the same old craft basis, except that this time
there are only 14 unions in the campaign as
against 24 in 1919, the other ten being too in-
different to take part in the movement.

The militants should take an active part in
this campaign, despite the efforts of the reac-

tionaries to keep them out. They should try to
make the thing a success notwithstanding the
incompetent leadership. . Above all, they should
strive to give the movement an industrial char-
acter. This can be done by directing the masses
of workers of every trade to affiliate themselves
to the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel,
and Tin Workers. For many years this body has
been at least theoretically industrial. Its con-
stitution reads: "The Amalgamated Association
of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers . . . shall be
composed of all men working in and around roll-
ing mills, tin mills, steel works, chain works, nail,
tack, spike, bolt, and nut factories, pipe mills,
and all works run in connection with the same."

After the great strike of 1919 the officials of
the Amalgamated, in order to square themselves
with their rank and file, blamed the loss of the
strike upon the other unions that were federated
with them. All of a sudden they blossomed
forth into red-hot industrial unionists. They de-
clared that henceforth they would insist upon
their jurisdiction and would make the fight upon
an industrial basis. Now the militants must see
to it that they make good their bluff. And if
these reactionaries fail to do it, if they unpro-
testingly allow the steel workers to be split up
again in all sorts of craft fragments, then they
should be made to answer for it at the next con-
vention of the Amalgamated Association. The
only hope for the steel workers is an industrial
union led by militants. The way to achieve it is
to insist upon the A. A. living up to its jurisdic-
tion and then to fire the trimmers at the head of
that organization.
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The Workers' Internationals
By Caleb Harrison

WITH the development of capitalism to an
international scale, the workers in the
various countries soon began to sense the

need for an international organization of their
own. The first vague step in this direction was
the famous Grand National Consolidated Trade
Union of Great Britain, formed in 1823. Its
founders said: "Do not let our union be stopped
by sea or rivers that mark the boundary of
states. Let us put into communication with one

. another London, Paris, Manchester, Lyons, Liv-
erpool, Nantes, Bourdeaux, Oporto, Lisbon, Mad-
rid, Cadiz, Barcelona, Turin, and all the great
centers of industry in the world." The employ-
ers of England crushed this militant organiza-
tion. In 1843, a French woman, Flora Tristan,
published a book advocating an international of
the working class. She died in 1845, and the
movement with her.

The 'First International
The first definite movement for an interna-

tional grew out of the issuance of the Commun-
ist Manifesto in 1848, by Karl Marx and Frie-
derich Engels. They sounded the famous slo-
gan : "Workingmen of all countries, unite! You
have nothing to lose but your chains, and a world
to gain." This document produced a profound
effect in many countries. After preliminary in-
ternational conferences in London in 1862, which
marked the growing spirit of solidarity between
the workers of the various countries, the 1st
International was finally formed on September
25th, 1864.

The 1st International was known as the Inter-
national Workingmen's Association. It was a
mixed federation, consisting of trade unions,
working-class political parties, propaganda
groups, and to some extent, republican organiza-
tions. Its headquarters were in London. Marx
was a member of its central committee. In 1867,
it reached a high mark of 300,000 members. It
created a tremendous stir in international capital-
ist circles. Most of its activities were of a trade
union character. It aided strikes in all countries,
and did much to put a stop to the international
scabbing then prevalent. American connections
were not strong, but they played an important
role. The men persecuted as Anarchists in the
Haymarket affair in Chicago, were members of
the ist International. They were persecuted and
hanged because of their activities in organizing
the workers. Several international unions were

started by their efforts, notably the Brewery
Workers and Bakery Workers.

From its inception the ist International was
marked by bitter internal struggles. Some re-
publicans wished to turn it into simply a con-
spiratorial organization to assassinate the exist-
ing rulers and to organize coups d'etat. Prpud-
hon tried to win it for his Credit Bank scheme.
Bakunin added to this his negative formula of
"No God, No State, No Politics." Marx repre-
sented the collectivists, or Socialist, group. A
fierce struggle developed between him and Bak-
unin. This raged for years. In 1871, the Paris
Commune took place. This profoundly affected
the International, and threw the old quarrel tem-
porarily into, abeyance. But with the Commune
over, the fight was renewed more vigorously than
ever. In 1872, the ist International split over
this question. The Marxist majority group
moved the headquarters of the badly weakened
organization to New York. The last convention
was held in Philadelphia in 1876. Scattered
groups lingered in various countries for several
years. Thus ended the famous and historic ist
International.

The Second International
After the breakdown of the ist International,

Socialist Parties and trade unions developed in
many countries. These felt a constant urge to
organize together. Consequently in 1889, the
basis of the 2nd International was laid. In 1900,
its Bureau was established in Brusells. The
organization, although made up of trade unions
as well as political parties, was predominantly
political in character. Of the affiliated parties
the German Social-Democracy was the unques-
tioned leader. Contrary to the ist International,
the 2nd was strongly reformistic in character.
The form of organization was a loose federation.
Only in a limited sense was it a real interna-
tional. The organizations composing it were shot
through and through with nationalist spirit and
refused to confer power upon the International
Bureau, which was little more than a mere cler-
ical force.

The world war shattered the 2nd International.
Although for many years previously this organ-
ization, in its Congresses, had adopted resolu-
tion after resolution protesting against war, and
pretending to organize the workers against it,
still when the great war loomed it did abso-
lutely nothing to stop it. The nationalist spirit
pervading the organization prevented interna-




