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APPEAL TO THE PLENUM
of the

COMMUNIST PARTY U.S.4. (Opposition)

February 11, 1933,
Comrades :

We appeal to the Plenum against the position taken by the
National Bureauy on the Russian question, which wasg approved at
the New York membership meeting held February end, 1933, e call
upon the Plenum o Teverse the position of the National Bureau

group which will be go costly organizationally as to bring about
the disintegration of the group,

movement, The maintenance of oup group is directly bound up with
the Russian question., The position of our group on the Russian
question before it was revised by the National Bureay was that
the line forp socialist construction laiqg down by the 15th Party

and that the Stalin leadership revised the line in the direction
of Trotskyism.

The Buregutsg Defense of the General Line.

1. That heavy industry has inecreaseqd tremendously and
that sixty bercent of the peasantry have been drawn
into the collective farms,

2. That the standard or living of the workers and beasants
has been materiaglly improved,




3. That the cultural level of the masses has been raised,

4. That the number of the proletariat has been increased
tremendously.

9. That the difficulties are the result or the growing pains
of the construction of soclalism, the effects of the
economic crisis in the capitalist countries on commodity
prices and the increased demands caused by the acutenessg
of the war-danger in the farp Fast,

6. That the letter on March end, 1930, or Stalin, known
as the letter on "dizzy-with-suocess” marked a fundg-
mental correction of policy,.

achievement of socialism nevertheless this ig not the key
question in determining the correctness of the general line. The
key question +o the entire situation in the Soviet Union is the

The Wrong General Line,

The Dictatorship of the Proletarist can be strengthened
and proletarian revolution can be Secured from attacks only on
the basis of the firmesgt alliance between the pProletariat ang
the beasantry, Especially is this true for the Soviet Union
where the bPeasantry constitutes the overwhelming majority of the
bPopulation, Lenin underlined thig basic policy when he stateqd
the following:

Furthermore 1t is neécessary to give the Deasant technical
help to educate him and to malke it possible for him to accept
the necessity of reconstructing agriculture on g Socialist bagis.
This Presupposes that the industries or the City are in g Position
to exchange the broducts of the factories for the products of




agriculture, thug Providing the beasants with a stimulus to
increage the broducts of agriculture thereby guaranteeing the
improvement of the conditions of the workers., Inp addition for
he winning of the Péasantry for the socialization of agricul-
ture thesge werds of ILenin are important to Temember in the

"In regard to this question we MUSt state that we are
for communes, but they must be go established ag to
Command the confidence of the beasantry.,, lMore than
anything else, we must base ourselves on the truth
that through methods of forece We cannot in the essence
Teach any results, The eéconomic tasks are entirely
different, Here we do not have that top layer which
can be cut off and leave the entire foundation ang the
entire building. That top layer which the Capitalists
were in the city is absent here, Here, to use Torce,
would be to destroy everything., A long period of
education ig necessary here, The beasant, who not
only here (in Russia), but in the entire world is mogt
Practical ang realistic. e have to give him concrete
°Xamples in order to brove to him that "communi gm" is
better than anything elge,"

’

Furthermore g correct policy for winning the Peasants for
collectivization must be on the basis of broving to the Peasants
as Lenin stregseqd that oollectivization bays him,

The Stalin regime deviated from thig basic correct
policy towards the Peasantry ag follows:

l. 4n CXcessive tempo of oollectivization without providing
the necessary mechanized bage for the Same,

2. The use of Coercion in forcing the Peéasants into the
collectives,

3. Failure to brovide the Neécessary floy of commodities

from the city in eXchange for the broducts of agriculture,

5. Classing poor and middle beasants who dig not accept
collectivization as kulaks ang enenies of the Soviet Union,

These departures from g correct Leninist‘policy towards
the beasantry ig Tesponsible for the grave critical Situation
in which the Soviet Union finds itself, hag impaired the alliance
between the working class and the beasantry and hgag thus en-
dangered the broletarian revolution,




Precisely the wrong line of the Stalin Tegime is respon-
sible for the fact that while Stalin boasts of the 60% collects-
vization as the "greatest achievement" in the PMive Year Plan

1. The shortage of food.

2. Refusal on the part of the beasantry to carry out their
grain obligations,

3. The extermination of over 50% of the live stock of the
Soviet Union ag an answer by the bPeasantry to forceq collectivi-
zation,

4. The refusal to do the necessary agricultural worplk for
the Spring sowing,

These measures which are the direct consequences of the
wrong line not only greatly strain the relations between the
working class angd the beasantry but also endangers the very
existence of the bProletarian revolution,.

The results of the wrong line in industry are equally as
dangerous, The main features or the wrong line in industry are
the following:

1. Excessive tempo of building up heavy industry at the

expense of all othep branches of national econony.

2. Disregard for the light industry ang the Supply of the
immediate needs of consumption, )

5. The almost total annihilation or the private sector
before the socialigeqg sector could Teplace itg production orf
necessary commodities,

4, Inflation.

The Xv Party Congress Tesolution of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union correctly lays down the line, It provideg
that while the sociglist sector is not yet in g bosition to
satisfy the need of the workers and peasants the production or
the handicrafrts must be maintained., = The Tesolution of the XV
Party Congress underlines the correct policy as follows:




indispensapie Supplement to the large state industry at
the same time helps to liquidate the commodity shortage
and to alleviate unemployment, T+ is necessary to
include thisg production in the Sphere of influence of

the state and cooperative organs, cooperating, uniting
and Pationalizing the production of the small Producers
and to win them away from the private trader, distributop
and usurer. !

Comuunist Party of the Soviet Union. While Tecognizing the
importance of the numerical increase of the working class, never-
theless due to the wrong policy thig factor did not 3erve as it

Third: The shortage of foogd in the city and the worsened
conditiong of the workers createsg intensge dissatisfaction.

Fourth: The Party membership ag bart of the working clags
and poor and middle beasantry ig reflecting thig dissatisfaction.

Fifth: The large bercentage of labor turnover reflecting
lack of discipline in industry is glgo a factor for the very
dislocation of industry itselr,

Bucharin in nig "Notes of an Economist" warneq the Party
against deviating from the correct line of the XV Party Congress
when he wrote :

Yoo grave °rrors in the guidance of economy, violating
the fundamental economic broportions of the country, can
thus bring about regroupings of the classes extremely
disadvantageous to the proletariat, mhe reverse side
of the upsetting of the Neécessary economiec broportions
is the shaking of the bolitical balance op the country,"

If the present wrong policy of the Stalin faction will
continue then there is very danger that what Comrade Bucharin
said may become the bitter truth.




The Theoretical Basis of the Wrongs Line,
__i_i__,ii_i.____iiii_ii_i_i___xgiii__

It 1s Necessary to establish the theoretical basis given
by the Stalin leadership Tor revising the correct line lgig down
by the xv Party Congress, The xv Party Congress 1aig down itsg
estimation of the Situation ag follows:

"Under such conditions, even ip the capitaligt elements
have grown in positive figures, the faster growth of
the socialigeq Sector of the economy, many times
reducing the danger of bPrivate capital, which ig
8rowing on g petty~bourgeois basis, ig Creating a
solid foundation for the final victory of socialism,
From the social angd class point of view, it means
that though the entire development is contradictory,
the bourgeoi g elements of the city ang village are
growing (Kulak, Nepman) the Eravity of the working
class hag increased, his bond with the basic mags of
beasantry hag increased, the dictatorship of the
Proletariat hgg been strengtheneg, "

"ees.uThe Soviet power cannot for g long time base

Mevevoas long as a bage of large scale production

18 not but under the petty beasant economy, gs
long as” the Petty peasant €Conomies gre not united
in large Collective eConomies - the danger of
restoration of capitalism in the U.S.3.R. becomes
the most rea] danger of 517 bossible dangerg.

that thig Very section orf the beasantry constitutes the real
danger ang the nearest danger at this Stage of the revolution,
This attitude towardg the poorp and middile bPeasantry explaing
the forcefyl measures used in the drive o liquidate with the
greatest Speed the individug) beasant economn + These worgs of
Lenin are g5 fitting Tepudiation of thisg wrong theoretical basis
and hence the wrong line of the Stalin regime :




y7l

"Becéuse of the general political ang €conomic condi-
tions which have now been established, when the
bProletariat ig holding in his hands 811 the sources
of large scale industry, when there can pe no talk
whatsoever about denationalization W€ are not to

be afrgid of him (the smaijl capitalist). And when
we are suffering from almost such g complete lack of
broducts, from the whole bauperization of the popu-
lation,.....it is laughabile to be afraig that
Capitalism on the basis orf sSmall scale Production

is constituting g danger,

The Russian qQuestion involving as 1t does fundamentgl

basie Communi st Principles ang strategy underlying the broletariagn

stand in Support of the correct position and in Obposition to

the wrong general line of the Stalin regime,

The Russian question cannot be used elther for maneuvering

national,

In making such uge Of the Russian Question the National
Bureau is breparing to &ive up other political bPositions ang
eventually the entlre struggzle against al11 pPhases of the wrong
general line which constituted the basis for our struggle in the
Party and the formation or our group.

An analysis of cur group!sg bosition in the Uniteq States

will indicate this,




The Situation in the United States.

The situation in the Uniteq States 1ig characteriged by a
further deepening of the economie crisis. al1 signs point to
an agesravation of the Crisis. The tremendous bopular vote cagt
for Franklin D. Roosevelt has reveglegd that in Spite of the great
Aiscontent of the masses ag a result of the economic crisis, the
Masses have not yet reached the stage where they are brepared to
break with the two party System of capitalism. The insignificant
communist and the small socialist vote in spite of the most favor-
able objective Opportunities Proves the failure of the Communist
Party to develon g leftwara movement on the bPart of the masses,

The two outstanding mass actions against the capitaligt
offensive in the face of almost complete passive submission to
conditions have been the Bonus March on Vashington ang the Farmers
movement againgt fonxiosures, which have been characterigeq by
their spontaniousness, American origin massg character ang the fact
that they have almost nothing to do with either the Communist,
sSocialist op trade union movement.,

The trade union movement has been so weakened by the
capitalist offensive, by the policies ang tactics of the reac-
tionary burocracy, by corruption and the gpreaqd of racketeering
28 to be unable to effect any mass action now or in the immediate
future to materially improve the conditions of the workers,

The militant section of the working clags is without effec-
tive leadership because the comnunist Party which could provide
and inspire such leadership continues to Pursue its sectarian,
dusal unionist, adventuri gt Splitting policy which is in a very
large measure 'ésponsible rop the present bPassivity and lack of
militaney in the labor movenent,

The further deepening of the economic crisis ang the con-
tinued policy of gn intensifieq offensive on the part of the
capitalists against the workers, farmers and pettr-bourgeois
masses, to foree upon them the costs of the economic crigisg and
the tremendous growth andg long duration of unemployment ig causing
such widespreaq discontent among the masses, such g lowering of
the standards of living andg such a general impoverishment of the
workers as to malke them more homogeneous thus more Susceptible to
common class action, such an OpPposition to the measures of the
Roosevelt capitalist administration and the Republican and
Democratic parties as to Create the basis on the one hang for
independent political action on the bPart of the workers and
farmers and on the other hang to give rise to more mass move -
ments of resistance of an Imerican origin to the Capitalist
offensive, these mass movements SpPreading ang becoming more
general and national in character,




9,

To achieve this end there can be absolutely no compromise
Or conciliation with the wrecking policies in the labor and com-
munist movementy of the official Communist Party and the Stalin

and its open and covered approaches of conciliation with the

Stalin policies make it impossible for our group to he g factor
in the achievement of unity in the American TLabor movement,

ing the distrust of the workers, makes it impossible rop the group
to rally ally masses for the genuine unification of the Communist
movement, Furthermore 1+t brings about the disintegration of the
group and g movement of the members back into the official Com-
munist Party., 1In addition it makes impossible any real independent
action becausge 1t gives rise to a theory or eXpectant Speculation
that the bresent policy of sSupport of the Stalin Tegime will leagd
straight back to the Party,

The Group Situation.

The situation of' the 8Toup today is the result of the
policy which ig based upon the theory of eXpectant Speculation,
The following main shortcomings and grave €rrors of the group
flow mainly from thig theory :

1. The bresent wnprinciplednegs and growth of fac-
tionalism in the group,

2. The tendency orf leading the Eroup away from
indepéndent activity into the activitiesg
dominated by the officigl Communist Party ang
its auxiliarieg which tendency makes the group
more and more g tagi] end to the Party,

3. Pailure to fight ehergetically against and to
effectively check the dual-unionigt policy or
the officigl Communigt Party, asg Tor example
such tactics ag abandoning the building of 5

the official Communist Party in the bona fide
trade unions, as for °Xample the failure to
merge the membership of the center with the
Uniteq Progressive League into one progressive
organization in the I.L.g.w, 7. Unprevared gng
Sbasmodic bregks without sufficient ideological
clarification of the masgeg and sufficient
differentiation with our fopmer allies in the
trade unions (the Center in the I.L.G.w.U).
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Adventuriany in trade union policy as for exXample the
recent general Strike broposal of the group for the
dressg industry. The policy of shirking'responsibility
in the trade unions even on the basis of our own
PToposals for the unions. Failure tg fight sufficiently
and energetically enough against the Splitting dig-
ruptive activities or the Needle Trade "orkerg Indus-
trial Union, as forp eXample, defending Darty group
members of the I.L.G.w,T. leading their shops to the
N.T.w, 1,7, The failure to condemn and +take up the
fight against the N.T,w.I.7U. for its defense and
organization or the contractors which led to the
organization of the Metropolitan Contractors Ass'n.,

a racketeer organization, The pProposal of Comrade
Lovestone to Party members gt & recent meeting in

the Bronx that the Lovestone Group igs brepared to
issue a cg11 to the Party for g United Front against
all other elements in Local 22 including the
Center,

The New Viorkers School today the main activity of the
group is so directed ag to attract mainly non brole-
tarian elements ang elementgs completely divorced from
the struggles of the workers, In addition the school
has been utilized as the center fop factional organizg-
tion and for Tactional campalsgns againgt decisions
distasterul to the school clique ang against those cop-
rades who were for an agoressive independent mass
activity. 1he school hag centered upon abstract academic
consideration of subjects ang has not tieg up its
curriculum with the actual needs and struggles orf the
labor ang commuinist movement,

The activity of the BT0UD was centered in such fields
as to make little headway emong native American elements.

Opposition +o branching out independently by Organizing
an independent Imerican Communi gt novement with g
Positive appeal for the organization ang unification of
the labor movement,

Preparing the grounds for the rejection of the Labor
party policy ag for example comrade Lovestone s recent
declaration” that the Labor Party is now g "debatable!
question., Thig stand is in accordance with the policy
of being a ta1] end to the official Communi gt Party
because it is breparing the ground for accepting the
stand of the official Communist Party or repudiation
of the labor party policy.

Abandoning the policy of °rganizing a broad united front
unemployment movement, by imitating the Party!sg Sectarian
policy by initiating Lovestone%group unemployment associa-
tions without a real mass baselthe workerg Organizations
and without unemployed massesg, Furthermore the activities
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administrators, which were Proposals for breaking down
wage standards ang sécond they developed into an agency
of "fixergh between the unemployed workerg and the relier
bureaus instead of becoming instrumental in developing a
broad agitation ang mass movement fer immediate adequate
relief to be paid by the capitalist state and for unem-
Ployment insurance, Also the adoption of an adventurist
bolicy or calling mags demonstrations made up entirely

of group members which demonstrations had they taken place

b. Printing eXaggerated glowing Teports in favor of the
Stalin regime's course in the Soviet Union,

C. Printing when the facts were already established g8ross
and incorrect Tigures on the Progress or collectivigg-
tion or agriculture in the Soviet Union,

d. Ignoring completely orp giving halr hearteq Criticism
of the inner Party course of Stalin regime today.
Failure to comment on the most recent expulsions and
statements or loyalty to Stalin at the recent Plenum
of the Communist Party of thne Soviet Union,

in the Soviet Union especially with the false line or
policy underlining sSonme of the important new decrees

f. The tendency to accept and approve the major Campaigns
of the official communist Party.

g. Inadequate criticism ang condemnation of the C.I.
policy,
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An editorial policy which is bascd upon scholastic
abstractions as is evidenced by the almost complete
separation of the Vorkers Age from the mass organi-
zations and struggles of the workers,

Perspectives.

The outstanding factors determining the status of the C.T.
today vhich also determines the relations of our group to the

CePsS.TU.

and to the C.I. and the tasks of our group as an American

Communist opposition are:

1. That the general line of the Stalin regime for the Soviet
Union is basically wrong and is responsible for the grave
critical situation in which the Proletarian revolution
finds itself today. The inner party course of the Stalin
reglme has by a campaign of terrorism within the Party,
by the abrogation of inner party democracy, through ex-
pulsions and drives egainst critical members of the Party
prevented the C.P.S3.Y. the leading Party of the C.I. from
functioning as a Communist Party should and therefor has
failed in the present period of capitalist world crisis to
give effective leadership to the C.I.

2. The bankruptcy of the Stalin leadership of the C.I. The
fact that in spite of the most favorable opportunities
for Communist advance in the last few years the Communist
International has been split and its left sectarian
policies have resulted only in cefeats for the C.I. and
the revolutionary proletariat,

3. The victory of fascism in Germany will mark the crushing
and annihilation of the German Communist Party, the only
mass Communist Party of the Cele in a capitalist country.
It exposes the bankruptcy of the whole theory of social
fascism as a theory preventing an effective United Front
resistance to Fascism. The victory of fascism is an
event of tremendous revolutionary consequences. It
destroys the base for the effectiveness of the C.I. in
the capitalist countries because its main base in the
capitalist countries (namely the German Cormunist Party)
will be destroyed.

4. The victory of Fascism in Germany and the collapse of
the CuI. counled with the critical situation in the
Soviet Union, is bound to spread reaction throughout the
entire capitalist world by a considerable growth of
Fascism, the intensification of the war danger especially
against the Soviet Union snd the weekening of the pro-
letarian resistance against recction and imperialist war
and a corresponding wealtening of the nroletarian front in
the capitelist countries in support and defense of the
sSoviet Union,
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5. In the face of all these facts the bankruptcy of the
C.I. and its failure to give leadership in this most
important critical situation confronting the working
class in Germany is emphatically brought out by the
criminal and scandalous silence of the C.I.

6. A correct United Front policy in opposition to Facism
as the main danger in Germany would have given the
working class an effective weapon against Fascism.

Tn the face of these outstanding facts it is the impera-
tive revolutionary duty of all communists with convictions to
raise their voices in a mighty protest against the wrong polieies
and regime of the Stalin leadership, both of the C.P.S.U. and
the C.I. Furthermore they must energetically fight to change
the policies and the regime. For communists especially in
historical moments of such grave crisis and importance to the
revolutionary proletarian movement to remain silent or to be
conciliatory is one of the biggest crimes against the revolu-
tionary proletariat.

Today unity on the basis of the acceptance of the Stalin
leadership and its suicidal policies is absolutely out of ¢on-
sideration. The unification of the communist movement can come
only with the decisive defeat of the Stalin leadershlp and its
policies in the C.P.3.U., and in the C.TI.

Therefore the lmperative duty of the communists in the
capitalist countries is to take up the task of reconstituting
and building up of their respective communist movements through
independent activity and the organization of the revolutionary
proletariat in their countries. In the United States this task
must be coupled up with the task of achieving unity in the labor
movement through the organization of a Farmer-Labor Party. The
Communists must not only engage 1in propaganda for a Farmer-Labor
Party but must also take all the necessary organizational steps
to organize such a party. This must be the goal in the United
States for our group today.




