OUR OPPONENTS

he leaders of the bour-
geoisie are_one and all well
aware ot' the |mporlance of
and
are
mighty  organiza-
tions into which they - are

Millions of dollars are spent
every year
ruling class in order to permi
ate the minds of the youn
workers with bourgeois ldeulnx)a
There is organized a s,

youth clubs, which
Ty il hanire e nearly
every young worker in the
United States. Close to 5,000,
000 are organized into these ar-
ganizations. Thus, half of the
wm’ldnx youth are to be found
in the organizations of the
Eoases, and the other half, grest
Iy influenced by them. It is im-
'pos&lhle to speak of winning the
majority of the working youth
without carrying on a merciless
struggle against these organiza-
tions.
Largest Number in Sport Clubs

The largest number of youny
workers are found in the sport

r

organizations. e Amateur
Athletic  Union has 2,500,000
members, This organization s

composed of affliated bodies, and
has more inflience among the

ng workers than any other
organization in United
States. The complete and open
bourgeois character of lhl= or-
ganization  can be scen in_the
fact that in most states it is
the official government amateur

athletic body, ‘making decisions
in the 'name of the state legis-
Iai

ture.

The Y come next in size and
importance. Although basically
organized as religious groups,
these  organizations (YMCA,
YWCA, YMHA,) have becnme in
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and 400 Girl Reserve clubs in
the United States. The buaget

of 1927 of organization,
amounted to  $25900500. 1In
1928, $1,102,500 was contributed
to the YWCA. Mrs. John D.
Rockefeller is one of the mem-
bers of the Board of Directors,
The YMHA is a comparatively
small organization with only
8,000 members. One of the most
important features of the Y's is
their industrial  departments
which are vced as strike break-
ing agencies wherever possible.

Religious Grouns

Hundreds of religious youth
organizations are be foun
‘especially in the South, and in
the ruril communities. These
organizations publish many spe-
cial youth magazines, and in
many  towns form the only
‘medium of social life. Even in
some large cities, youth organ-
izations are formed around a
church on the basis of the social
needs of the young workers in
the neighborhood. The church|P!
with its hall, dance floor, pic-
mics, etc,, is a strong attraction
to many young workers. One of
the largest church youth organ-
izations is the Baptist Young
Peoples Union which has a mem-
bership of 175,000. The Knights
of Columbus, although not ex-
actly a youth organization, has
a membership of 637,12, » good
percentage of which are young
workers.

The above are only a few of
the largest organizations. The
4-H Clubs in the rural com-
munities, and dozens of other
organizations, are part of the
network of bourgeois youth or-
ganizations.

Recent Developments

In the past few years, the ra-
tionalization resulting in grow-
ing discontent among the voung
workers, has had its reflection
in the upproach and ncnv
of these

this

members that all those dissati

fore the young workers as tools
of the bosses. Where have
started to fight these or znmz_
on the sport field, we
hardly scratched the sur-
The Laboy Sports Union,
its four ex-
65 as yet not

despite
istance,

fied with working conditions, up the' strigy]

who @ special _grievances, | ! ba: b 9
should corhie to the Y for advice, [Ment.  And v » Lrbor
This is a new cloak acopted | Sports Union can never grow
especially to turn the radicaliza-|into @ powerful organization

tion of ‘the young workers into
harmless channels.

The radicalization of the
young workers has also resulted
in a discussion of these organ-
izations  of  their  working
methods, and how they can con-
tinue to hold their influence on
the youth. A youth conference
of church organizations in Cleve-
land, recently adopted a resolu-
tion for the abolition of the old
prayer method, and for the in-
stitution of some special lighter
features for the attraction of the
young people.

Together with this, we find
um. the reformist youth organ-

zations are alsq attempting to
lift their heads at the present
moment. The Young Peoples
Socialist League, the Young Peo-
ples Circles, and the League for
Industrial Demoeracy, have here-
tofore been merely small sec-
tarian organizations of college
students  with no influence
aniong the young workers. To-

ay we find that these organ-
izations hm wddenly become

terested” i ight of the
young \\orkEn On May 12, a
special discussion conference was

held to take up unemployment
and other problems of the young

workers. These organizations,
through the.use of working
class phra: will attempt to

turn the discontent of the young
workers into reformist channels.
League Has Done Nothing

The Young ist League

without such a struggle.
“We must fully  support
the labor opposition in such
opponent organizations, bul
we also must imbue it with

u correct ieology of revolu-

tionary struggle, which s

just the opposite of what its

own organization advocates
and does."—Khitarov
“In all of the opponent and

‘meutral' organizations hav-
ing many of the working
class youth in their midst,
it is necessagy to work stub-
bornly and " persistently for
their disintegration znd for
the winning of the young
workers to our side. For this
purpose it is necessary to
send steadfast young Com-
munist members into such
organizations and draw into
this  work  organizations
which are under young Com-
munist influence.”"—YCI Re-
solution,

We must send our members
into these arganizations, formu
late programs of deman
struggle from within to disin-
tegrate the organization, and
win over the young workers to
our side.

Only through the penctration
of these organizations and their
disintegration, can we win the
majority of the working youth.
The struggle against the oppo-
nent youth in the present period
of sharpening class battles, is of

utmost importance, and is part

of that tremendous task lmme
us which we call *
wards mass work
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has done nothing to struggle
against these organizations. We
have talked generally about win-
ning the majority of the young
workers, but have failed to real-
ize that this can only be done

the influence of

the main athletic
The YMCA has a membership of
951,064; 458,563 of these are in
the gymnasium classes; 70,227 in
*regular educational classes, and
210,750 in Bible study circles.
The YMCA has yearly operat-
ing expenses of 860,662,200,

The A. has 609,789

memhers in 1,100 associations,

through their industrial dep:ln-
ments have discussed the gri
ances of the young workers, anid
have attempled to assume the
role of arbiter. This has becn
especially true since the begin-
ning of the economic erisis. One

branch of the Y, even went sof

far as to issue a call to its

s organizations.  We have
talked beauvtiful phrases about
mass work, but have failed to go
where the young workers are, in
order to win’them for the revo-
lutionary cliss struggle.

ague must start a real
struggle against these organiza-

tions. They must be exposed be-
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