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Gil Green
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International
had establisied
revolutionary class party.

anguardist Mistakes

The root of the above error
This was ﬁ)ll\mtd is to be found in the wrong
13th, 1632 with an “opex”| ideq that the youth as R grovp
convention held in the city of ' gre more ravolutionary than the
New \orh ‘This convention de-' aguit movement, This wes stated

ec of ilegal jn as many words in an article
s Oigani| by (he National Secretary n[

Workers| the League, -0. Carlson (now |
League of Ameritd (i 1929 gn expeliea rencgade). He said.
chinged back to [Young Coin-|~There can be no question inmy
munist League, U. S, A.) mind s to e truthfulness of

Egth of the abore gatherings| the stalement that! the Young
gd al o co

away from the prying| Communist

federal police, on| proletariat
1922, fvos held the
Conveution of the m.n -
Young Commus

eyes of the
Aprit 22nd,
First
Jegal
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on

orgeniz; mmunists ure. the vanguar!
tionht ties the Scculist| of the revolitionary movement
International ang defmiely uc-| Just @ the Communists are the
cepled the program ard deci- | Vanguard of Lhe proletariat.
sions Of the Young Communist 1 ¢ (his vanguardist cou-
| ception of the role of the youth [—

International which had been|

founded an 1018 But. e oadl which was greally responsible | 1q whote Communist movement

to Luninism was Bot an BVeF-| gor narrow sectarianism of the | o yhat i

night journey. Nor wes Uis| youin movement and the ten- %

sccidental. The past welghed dmv to tum the League into Factional Situation
young Communist Party iu-| The fact (hal the Party

| Loague

| Naionat Secretary of the ¥
Communist League. U. S.

heavily on the shoulders of tix

new organization. 1t WAS IM:| siess of a broader mas oe was composed in the
possible for it, with a twinkle| zanization than the Party. | main of foreign bom workers,
of the eye. to throw overl 4. The organizational struc- | had litle or no connections
all “the roformist | rybbish ac-| o of Eeagin: _wan basic American masses
cumulated for gemerabpns. ’compleltly based on old reform- | still carricd over much of the

T of course,“was not | ist lines. Leninist organizationel | reformist baggage of the So-

alone true of the fouth move. | Princibles are bised on what | clalist Party and general labor
It was the same in tae| I8 called democralic centralism | moversent, all helped create n
program, | This mieans the greatest demcc- | situation of continuous unprin-

and initiative for the icpailed inner Party and League

ment.

Party. first
manifesto nml constitution of | €TACY

3 factional  struggles. These in
e the entent | Membership and lower bodiea
;:' e‘,";"m':;u:[;;“fmc: ;mm\' with strong centralized leader-| lurn only ‘further increased the
b the Party snd League| ShiD and firm discipline. | isolation of the Party and
The first consttation sgnored, Luague rom ihe masses

on basic questjons of Leninist !
theory and practice.
Coifusion On Program ' |
1. The Negro question was
scen as a race question. The
special uppression of a who'e
nation € peopie who live tader
conditions of peonsge in the
Sou!

democratic-centralism, it did not| The factional groupings, be-
establish Bulshevik prm. cause of their isolation from the
ciple of faftory units £s the bsic masses, failed lo see Lhe
basic form On| growing the
the contrary| it csu:blm]ml a| American wnrkf'rs This was
system of Idnguage branches| especially tiue of the Lovestone
which  divided| the Teague into| leaderhip, which became 0 im:
ns of  na lities  and | pressed with the superficial sur-
Wwas completcly Ignored.| made  centralized leadershij .| face features of sa-called Amer
Nothing was said of their right| giscipline and work at the shgps | ican prosperity that they failed
to the land which they bave|nigh impossible. The ree to see the inner-contradictions
tilled for generations, , ainl uf‘nm:unn of the League on the| which were with increasing
their r:ght to govern ‘ f shop and street units| speed leading to a new gigan-
as they sce fit in the Blﬂch and the abolition of the lan-| tic smash-up—a new economic
Bell where they ¢onstitule @ | guage branches was not under-| crisis.
majonty of he  populalion. | taken until 1925 26, | 1ts
Nothing was even said of l"fi The above crrors are only a| purging
necd for combalting the Viclous | fcw of ihe most important of | League
ideas of white-supremacy | those made in he first pro-| Trotzky reneradu (1929) made
(white-caauvinism) the| grame and only indicate the  possibl ation of the gevo-
working class and remnants of | great ideclcgical immaturity of | lutionsry nlovc)ncn( and ats pie-
these ideas n our League. Not
until 1929, and «nly with the
«Wgip of Lie Communisl Inler-|
national, did our 'Party
League arrive at clarit;
impartant question
The program, failed
mertion the state fprm of
dGictatorsinp of the, proletanit
—Soviet Power. Tt failed to une
derstand the relationship of tic
¢ ather uppredcd classs. |
of workers] vale ay
crambnt  funcligning . thru|
: power of the peclctariat ta |
exclusion  of | all ulhb'r‘
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parnllon to meet the growing

es. The economic erisin
hes it breke? 5. Oetobés 1eat
with the force of a volcano
smashod tc bits all the pe*
thecries of the renegades, and
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Since then our. nas
beer. working on the Leninist
line of the Young Communist
International. It has fought Lo
break down the sectarian iwola-
tion of the League from lhc
masses of American youth, to
lead their growing radicaliza-
tion along the path of theover-
throw of American Imperialism.
This fight has not been an casy
one. Only to the extent that we
were successful in smashing the
concrete exprescions of oppor-
tunism, did we suceed in buiid-
ing the influence and organiza-
| tional strength of vur League.

| Leagne 1as Many Accompilsh-
| ments

Our League is not yet a
mass organization. It has not
yet won the fight with secta-
rianfim.. Bit never the-less it
has in_the twelve years of its
existence accoraplished much of

which it can be justly proud.
It alone in the iast twelve
years has unflinchingly stood
|out among the youth leading

Lheir fight against hunger and
war and for Soviet Fower. It
nas participated in hundreds of
strike struggles, always belug
in the front ranks In the fight
against the police and company
thugs. It has mobilized Lens of
thouzands of youta for unem-
ployment insurance and immie-
diate. retief.

It hes splendid revolutionary
traditions of struggle against
capitalist militarism, exemplified
by the cases of Crouch and
Trumbull. 1t has turned jingo-
istic Decoration Day into an
historic National Youth Day in
the struggle against imperialist
war and for the defense of the
Sovict Union. It has penectra-
ted the heart of the lyuch-
ridden Souta—the Black Belt,
and huilt a Sharecroppers Un-
fon wth one-third of its 6,000
members to be found In 200
youth seciion. It alone of il

position of the Communist Ine|

youth organizaticns has fought
for Negro rights, against lynche
ing and discrimnation. It has
produced its’ own working
youth herocs whe have rot
tered ‘even when mving lie tp-
reme sacrifice (Joe York, Harry
Simms, Ronald Edwards, etc),
From loosely scatered connece
tions in some 42 groups our
League has grown to an organ-
ization of awout 300 branches
and a membership of 6,000,
From an organization predomi-
mmuy foreign-horn our Leagus
oday is in ‘its overwhelming
mnjorlly native born. From no

least 109% of its membership
of Negro youth. m an or-
ganization  completely Isolnted
from  {ndustria]l youth our
League today has m shop
nuclel and growing ties ln Lne
basic industries.

Our League has also arrived
at greater 1dcological clurity
and is beginning to master and
apply in practice the teachings
of our great leaders, Marx, Le-
nin and Stalin. Our League is
(completely united behind the
Communist Party and its lead-
ership and behird our world
organizalion the gicrious Com-
munist International.

On this 12th Anniversary of
our Young' Communist League,
let us look back &t onr past
critically and yet proudly. Let
us from our shortcomings and
mistakes draw the necessary
lesson from our achieve-
ments the essary inspiration
o mlcnally U o ou mass
‘work,

Vietory Will Be Ours

The first twelve years of our
existence show ua the path. We
are stronger. in
weaker. We

spurs As a fighting organiza-
feel more confident

tion.

terror, we are inviincible.
tory will be oure.

Vic.

American working class youth,
Let us march double-quick fime
to our 7th Nationa! Convention
and from that to the winning
of the majority of the worknig
class youth and Soviet Power.
Jim Crow

:Blllld Oppositions
[n Reformist AF.L.
Unions {o Win Youth

(Continued frem Page S)
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