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In fighting the preparations for war!|

it is necessary to constantly empha-'
size to the youth the aggressive role
of Americah imperialism, The U, S.
still utilizes as the main cloak for ita
war program—pacifism. In r;csum
I:MG.{ hes been this official lll'
propaganda. that many youth favor in-|
P creased armaments believing is
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ly that to fight warand fascism means,
in the first place, to fight for the daily
demands of the, youth, to fight 4gainat
the attacks on their living conditions.
And it is exactly by leading these
daily struggles that we cap teach the
young workers, on the basis of their
own experiences, who &re thelr friends
and who are their enemies, and why
Soviet Power alane is their way out.”
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WE in Amerlca sre just before &

new wave of strike struggles: The
disproportion between the low” wage
agreements and the rising prices, the
general discontent with the codes, the
effects on the youth of the “learners”
and “apprentice” clauses, all are creat-
ing mass sentiment for strike strug-
gles. The first indications of the higher
political gharacter of this new strike
wave can be scen in the recent strikes
—the transportation strike in Philadel-
phia; the hotel strike in New York;
the cab strike In New York; the
general strike in Centralla, Iilinois;
the mational character of the packing
strikes; ete.

“In order to prepare to mect thls
new wave, it is essential that we crit-
fcally examine the work of our.League
in the strikes of 1933 and how we
are working today to lead the new

struggles
“ e e e

“First, let me again repeat what was
said at our last Plenum. The leudership
and the League as a whole, because
of its isolation from the basic sections
of youth, the rad

I the youth. There was little
reaction on the part of our com:

to even such outstanding Issues of dis-
crimination as the proposals of the
A. F, of L. to throw youth up to 18
out of ‘industry: the special youth

placing the
solely on the youth,

“The failure to see the youth de-
'mands, logically led to the negation of
the need for youth forms, for youth

full burden of lay-offs

committees of strike committees and
for youth sections. On this latter ques-
tion, it is necessary to crush the boogy=
boo of separatism raised by our adult
comrades and, sad o say, even some
youth comrades. .

“We do not intend to separate the
youth from the adults, What we mean
by & youth section, is simply the hold~
ing of & meeting of young union mem-
bers at regular mtervals—say, once a
month. These meetings are called by
the youth committee elected by the
local union aifd take up the question
of youth demands, wHy the youth
should be active in the uniom, why
they should attend local meetings, how
to start cultural activity, ete.

“The local union gels reports regu-
larly from the youth committce and
acts on il proposals of the youth
meeting. Where is the separatism here?
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tion in the shops. Thus, we were not

have been organized only ‘in a fow | orientated towards the upsurge and|

could not prepare in advance for il

“Second, and this flows from th
first, the League was not concentrat-
ing at the key sections which would
have enabled us to take the lead of
the movement at the most decisive
points.
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“But this is not all, comrades. Is it
not true that we underestimated the
influence of the A. F. of L.?

s we have ignored work inside the
A. F. of L. under the theory that there
were very few: youth in these unions.
Is this not true of our comrades in the
Chicago stockyards? Is it not true of
our comrades in the Pennsylvania coal
fields who for years believed the U.M.
W.A. ‘colflr.l never come back? It is

true!
T were some of the most im-

A
W aricoaings o oo o

ership and participation = strikes?

s e s s e

oung generation to Communist International states, “cod-| pirst, the sectarian tendency of divid-

ing the young workers into “ours” and
“theirs” This played into the hands
only too glad to split the ranks of
wi

to join the revolutionary unions and
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n class—the capitalist | of It does not
|mean, us some may think that now
{the struggle for partial demands is|
‘over. No, comrades, Tt must be clear
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| For this reason, we must sce clear-

Here npec;uy we

we did not promptly put
forth the slogan of “ome union” as a
means of uniting all the workers into
an independent union under rank and
file control.

“Second, there were dozens of ex-
amples of right opportutlism expressed
in a fear of the masses and a tendency

YCL. The result in many cases was
that ‘the bosses and ‘reformists nceded
only to raise the “red scare” Lo suc-

et arbitration, for the | is born in the womb of bourgeois dem- ceed in isolating us. If we hud from|

the beginning correctly brought forth
the role of the YCL, shown the youth
how the YCL fights for their demands,
consciously recruited the best clements
into the League and Party, such re-
sults would have been imposaible.

|
| N preparation for the increasing

strike struggies it is to
raise before the whole League sharper
than ever before the question of work-
ing in the trade unions, especially the
| reformist,  independent and company
| unions. Not only'js it necessary to see
that our comrades enter the, trade
unions, but we must teach them how

to work in these after they have
entered.

“Many "ljmes in unions we defeat
our own aims by our clumsy method

of presenting questions. The problems.
| of the youth must be raised logically,

For] convincingly, and -in a manner which

will win both the youth &nd adult

| workers and show them the relation of

| youtn demands to their other demands.
- . .

“In connection with developing the
economic struggle, the question of con-
centration plays a decisive part. In
practice as yet, we have no conceatra-
tion 'policy. Although the number of
our shop nuclei since the July Plenum
has increased, the situation at our
concentration points has not basically
improved. Why? Because we have not
cgncentrated. Let the comrades from
the J. and L., the Otis Steel, Youngo-
| town, Stockyards and Ford, deny this
if they can. Yes, a little more work
may have been carried onm, but not
‘concentrati

A s
N connection with concentration, let
i how many districts have
conducted a struggle to realize our
| Party and League sogan of: “A xhop
! nucleus of the League wherever there
|is n shop nucleus of the Party”?
| " “What has been done to pick con-
crete factories, to assign forces, fo
| Party committees, and to check up

constantly raise this question in the

transition to fascisnt.| faseism, every preparation for war, 18’ to hide the face and program of the|and control the day to day work?

“The question of concentration. of
sending_our forces into the trade un-
|ions and in these using u very flex-
ible approach based on the fullest ap-
plication of the united front from
below; these are the keys to the de-
velopment of the economic struggle
and the defeat of the inflyence of the
reformists in the ranks of the work-
ing youth



