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YOUTH CARRIES
THE TRADITIONS OF °76

By GIL GREEN
Y the dcieqate
part of this nation gather in Detroit
on July 4, they will face vital problems.
‘These problems arise from the fact that a
generation of youth has grown to man-
and womanhood devold of oppor-
tunity, deprived of the elementary rights
te “life. libs \* and the pursuit of hap-
piness.
In attempling to solve these problems,
It is entirely fitting that we on this 159th
anniversary of the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence, turn back the
pages of history to learn how our fore-
fathers solved their critical problems.
In 176, the people of the thirteen
American colonies faced a grisis. To re-
main subjects of the tyrannical British
Crown, or to become an independent re-
public free from foreign oppression—this
was the question. The former meant re-
action; the latter progress. The colonists

coming from every

fight for independsnce—for
ars later, In 1861,
the American people faced an
The continued in-
development of |this
country demanded the complete
aboiition of the antiquated sy:
tem of chattel-slavery. The na-
tion divided into two hostile
camps. Once agamn the Amer-
fean people decided in the -
terest of progress,

ODAY we face a new
Thu wonderful land and fts

erisis.

wealth the 1
and I lubor of p:
erations, been usurped by a

handtu ¥ parasites.
This class of modern industrial
lords is responsible for our pres-
ent plight, for the fact that the
humaa and natural resources of
our country are being wasted and
dostroyed. At a time when
seience and  modern  indust

make possible greater material
and

ltural benefits for all mankind, our
Beneration of youth faces various degrass
of paup:rization.  While millions of men,
women and children lack the bare neces-

sities of lif, milk Is dumped into Tivers,
wheat and cotton plowed-under nd lve-
stock destroged In million~

Once again the American peuple, and
fist of all the young gencradon, mast
decide between reaction and progress.

HE Second American Youth Congress

has a job to do. It must carry for-
ward the tradiitions of 1776 and 1881. It
must align itself with all forces who stand

for piices who oppose the modern
ae nLs, the slave-masters of
our wwtal era. The most tmportant

of Lhaw yrmes is the working class, those
Whe Labar 5e hand and brain

THE vouns vng for
v Detiag up with
the the open reaction-

are already beginning to
*it fear at the growing move-
The Hearsts and their

Ioties of 76 and the South-
51wl not stop ut

the young generation
guning 1 rights.  But the das-
these public enemies will

Us We know that a man
w0l alone by his friends but
suemics Hitory will cherish
nenory of hase who fight for prog-
o 1wl have words of contempt. for

£ to carry out the Declara-
o of Righis 10 be adopied in Detroit,
800d ininzions alons will not suffice, In

1776 the figaters for lberty knew this.
succeeded 1n defeating re-

exsly Lo bring their
message 1o the people

They established people the conditions of (his

their “Committees of Correspond-
which applied the general

various localities ang townships

Second American Youth Con-
gress Loo, must discuss the prace
tical aspects of reaching and win-
ning the bulkc of America’s youth
for the united front movement. for
the Declaration of Rights. Tmme-

diately following the Se

Congress, the

membership gioua, of every affillated
organization, plus many other groups of
youth, will meet and discuss the Dec-
laration of

Rights.  Millions of Amer-
must have the opportunity
of expressing Ives on the Declara-
tion of Rights s0 thal in every scnse
It become, the proclamation of youth,

In discussing elizctive o .
Second Congress should take up the fea-
sibility of estabi
“Youth Cous

nization, tie

hing a network of local

which will react to

*and injustice to youth,
and in evary localiy whether It be city,
county or town, unite the youth for com-

mon action,
American You
of ever grea

his wil make the
s a lving foros
uslon and strengih,
Mght will alio have to be
given 1o the vatious forms and methods
by which to further develop the work of
the congres,. Special attention should be
paid 10 those forms und meihods which
will dramaiiz: the

generation to the enure country
lowing the congress, reglonal groups could
form broad investig
bring to

Serious

vt ol the young

Kl

alienton of the

C. C. and Transient Camps, the col
ditions of Negro youth in some localily,
the conditions of child laborers i
certain branches of industry, etc
These could be publicized through-
out the nation and help make the
entire country conscious of the spe~
cial problems confronting America’s

youis
There 1s no question in our minds
but that the Second American
Youth Congress has every possi-
bility for working out a broad cor-
rect program and the forms and
methods by which the same can be
applied, The main pre-requisile for
this 15 tne c uicy of the
many organizations invel his
means that the program must be one
wiich can be accepted by large masses
of youth and their organizations, regard -
less of diverse political or religious views,
regardless of nationality or color

HE united {ront ot thes: hundieds of

organizations of youih must continue
until the Declaration of Rights is wou,
unill the demands of youth are granied.
To consider the American Youth Con-
s 85 a united front which must dis-
1d after one or more specific action,
45 some people think, ls ta consciously or
unconsciously destroy all that is being
buili. The American piutocracy must be
wiven Lo understand that the American
Youth Congress is here to stay until it
demands are won.

u.

This does not imply thit any organiz-
tlon should be asked to give up its own
independent program and principles. On
the contrary, every organization has the
right to propagate iis own special views
However, no organizat be
to force these views on Lhe united front.
We, Communists, openty declare our strug-
gle for the abolition of capitalism, for the
establishment of @ Soviet America. How=
ever, we are ready 10 unite with the other
organizations of youth in the American
Youth Congress on the basts of & mini-
mum program which we can all acuively
support in the interest of proz

H

i fe colonits dramatized thew
need for common action by circulating
- fllustration of a serpent dvided n
thickeen parts, with the words over i,
UNITE OR DIE! The thirtcen colonies
united, defeated reaction and built q
nation. Today, when our young
generation faces w world of unemploy-
ment, hunger and war, lei us remembec
the wise creed of the founders of th
nation. Only unity on the basis of a com-
mon program of action can defeat rea
tion, can lead us toward “lile, ibeity and
the pursuit of happiness.”

mighty




