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ADDING ANOTHER PAGE
TO AMERICAN HISTORY

Gil Green

Tﬂl faces of thousands of youth
throughout this nation will be turned

toward Detrolt on July 4th. For on this

day will convene the first sesslon of the

historic Second American Youth Congress.

By

“ys, churches and settlement houses, will
gather to discuss their common problems
—their traditional right to “lfe, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.”

A year ago when the First American
Youth Congress with the official blessing
of Mrs. Roosevelt and Mayor LaGuardia
assembled in New York City, few indeed
realized that In the course
of but three days the en-
tire character of this con-
gress would be altered. The
semi-fascist  program  of
Viola Tima was booted out.
In its stead was adopted
tront

Ing tmmediate needs of the
young generation.

As extraordinary as was
ihis accomplishment,
most difficult task
was silll to come.
Cemented in unity
by their common
aversion to the
program and tac-
ties of Viola Tima
and her support-
ers. the question

ose as
whether these or-
ganizations could
mafntain this

There were others
who secretly hoped
that the unlted
front lsft to its

would

both the skeptics
and the avowed
opponents of the
youth congress. In

the short span of
ten months this

ement has
spread from coast
o coast, embracing ever larger masses
of youth. To date some twenty-five re-
glonal congresses have been held, includ-
ing groups in hundreds of citles and
townss Seamen and beet-fleld workers of
sunny California; drought-ridden farm
youth of our great wheat and corn belts;
packing-house workers from Chicago and
steel youth from Pitisburgh and Youngs-
town; students from universities, colleges
and high-schools; Negroes and whites:
Catholics, Protestants and Jews—all find
thelr common ground in the program of

the American Youth Congre

HIS is what brings us together. This

is what keeps us united despite all dif-
ferences, This 15 what makes the Becond
American Youth Congress of such his-
toric importance. For the volces of
aroused youth will be heard in Detroit.
They will speak from shop, school and
fleld. -They will let thelr volces ring
throughout the length and breadth of this
land, calling upon the masses of youth
to remember the stirring words of the
Declaration of Independence and to pledge
to fight for a Declaration of Rights of

Generation, a deciaration

the Young

all point the way toward Peace,
Fresdom and Progress,

R PEACE! What young man and

lian guns against the people
of Ethiopla! Listen to the staccato beat
of Jspauese machine-guns in Northern

China!

And in the Unlted States, ses
the Increased funds for war preparations,
These are meant for you and me. We
will be called upon to give our lives for
the profits of the American bourbons,

But merely belng against war s not
anouh.  What We need s unity In the
struggle for peace. This is what the

youth congrass offers, Think of the effect
that the determined opposition of mil-

5 of youth towards war would have
on the palfcles of the government, on
the plans of the war makers,

OR FREEDOM! The street car men
of Omaha are striking for Improved
conditlons. Police and militia are used
to break their strike. Freedom—for whom?
One hundred and seventy-five thou-

sand students
strike on April 12
against war and
fascism. Their
leaders are su
pended from
school. Freedom?
Yes, this is the
kind of freedom
those who fight
Jor @ better Ufo
meet up with every

Allmenare

are deported. Lawa
are passed In state
legislatures gag -
sing our right to
free speech and to
the press. It Is our
generation which
must fight to
maintain all dem-
ocratic rights won
by the masses of
people through
generations of
struggle.

R PROGRESS!

It is tmpossible
to have freedom
without progress.
For freedom for the masses
of people can only come as
a result of greater eco-
nomlc security, greater fa-
clllties for educatlon and
cultural advancement, the

plele conquest of nature on
he part of mankind.
en the most developed Industrial na-

/(Inn in the world permits Its factories to

remaln closed, to rust and rot while mil-
llons of young men"

It this be progress, give us less of it. Our
land is large and beautiful. It has all
the natural resources and the material
and human means by which to provide
for all its people in comfort.

But certain gentlemen, people who even
consider themselves creators of culture,
men who publish and edit. call this move-
ment Communist. Well, Mr. Hearst, are
you ready to call the 175,000 students who
went on strike on April 12th Communists?
Are you ready to brand the aMliated “Y's,”
churches, trade unions and settlement
houses, also Communst? See the stupldity
of the whole thing. Every sensible young
man and woman_knows how foolish is
this charge. Then why is It made? So
as to frighten the masses of youth from
united action. But honorable hypocrites,
once more you have not reckoned with
your host. The American youth hava
assed the “boogy-man’ stage. They
understand your motives.

As for us, the members of the Young
Communist League, we will prove to the
masses of youth our right to leadership
and the correctness of our whole program
—precisely by our firm and consistent
struggle for the demands of America's
youth—lor Peace, Freedom and Progress.

Hearst rave. America’s youth
m.u'ehu on!



