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They Call Themselves

“Militants”

By GIL GREEN

If the powerful student strike of
April 12th proved anything, It was
the effectiveness of united action In
the struggle against war and fas-
cism. Only the unity established
between the Communist, Socialist
and religious youth and the organi-
zations in which they have infiu-
ence, made possible the mobiliza-
tion of 150000 students for this
day, This conclusion was drawn by
the students who participated in the
actlons, by every class conecious
worker and every sincere opponent
of war and fascism.

Yet, surprising s It may seem,
one group of youth drew other con-
clusions—directly opposite concla-
slons. We refer to the National
Executive Committee of the Young
Peoples Sociallst League. Instead
of greeting the unity of the So-
clalist and Communist youth, the
leadership of the YPSL, at its
recent meeting viclously attackea
the Communist youth and (he Na-
tional  Student e’ as having

s
“sabatoged" the student strike, This

the official organ of those Socialists
who refer to themselves as “Mili-
tants."

dent
the Communist youth everywhere
supported and worked actively for
the strike. In fact In scores of
schools there would have been no
actions on April 12th had it not
been for the uncompromising stand
of the Communist youth, had it
not been for thetr militancy and de-
termination to make this strike an
action of the broadest masses of
students. We will Jet the students
of New York City, of Chicago, Los
Angeles dug the cutig matk, bear
witness to this

The purpose of I!:e htaz -mu
of the YPSL, leadershi
but one—to provoke lpllt ln the
united ranks of the students’ anti-
‘war movement. For so effective was
the unity established for April 12th
that the various students’ organiza-
tions have decided to turn thelr

united front of April 12th Is fast

united front for every
day of the year against imperialist
war and fascism,

Why does the ¥.PSL. leadership
wish o provoke a split in the united
front of the student youth? Be-
cause the continued existence of
this united frant desoss every one
of their previous arguments to the
ltect Ehat ity bilween the Oy

ist and Soclalist youth fs im-
povaible. Hundrods of Secallst south
are already asking the question: If
unity is possible nmong the studenta,
why not between the YPSL. and
Y.OL, why not between the Soctal-

ist Party and Communist Party?
To destroy the growing sentiment
for united front within
ranks, the Y.PSL. leadership must |
invent ccruun lies to confuse its |
make them think

that me Cummnnm vouth “sabo-
taged” the student strike. But let |

n | a

every Y.PSL'er ask his I

crate this accusation, and why, on
the contrary, they reject it? Be-
cxuse the membership and leader-
ship of the SL.ID, knows how base
and false this charge is.

‘What does the Y .PS.L. leadérship
hope to achleve by such tactics?
Only one thing. Following the ex-
ample of the Thomas-Hoan lender-
ship of the Socialist Party, they
are preparing Lo unite once more
with the “Old Guard" Thus, they
take the lead In attacking the left,
in order to unite with the right,
This explains why the recent meet-
ing of the YPSL. National Com-
mittee refected every proposal made
by the Communist youth for united
action. We asked the Y.PSL, lead=
ership to go on record as favoring
a united May Day. osed
to them to unify our forces within

support the petition campalgn of
the Young Socialist International
for jobs for youth. We called
closer working Logether between
both organizations n preparation
for the antl-war demonstration to

held under the leadership of
the American Youth Congress o
May 30th

Every one of these proposals was

n
rejected and was replaced by &

vicious attack on the Communist
youth as “splitters of the trade
unions.” Instead of attacking Mike
Tighe, Who at the very moment they
were meeting, was splitting the
ranks of the steel workers; instend

expulsions oas;
they attack the Communists who
are leading the fight to organize the

ized, who are leading the
fignt for trade unfon unity.

For this policy, my dear “Mill-
tant” leaders, you will receive the
heartfelt thanks of the ruling

call themselves
not do thelr fighting by crawling on
thetr knees and exposing their pos-
terfors. If you really want to de-
feat the "Old Guard” then center
your attack against the Tight, against

ooen he(nyeru of the working
clm Langs, an
not u-:m the moxumm.ry work-
ers.

As for the Soclalist youth, they
will soon enough see that their
struggle against the right wing, the
“Old Guard,” s being betrayed.
Tney will launch a real fight for
the united front of all workers be-
ind & policy of class struggle. The
student masses will wlso know how
to give a fitting answer to those who
Wish to destoy their unity.

It is necessary to demand from
the “Militant” leadership that they
mateh thelr words with deeds. As
Frederick Engels. one of the foun-
nm of Scientific Socialism sald many

“Among sensible people
Hl is & matter of course 1o judge
man ... not by what he pre-
tends to be, but by what he doen,
and what he really is
| This is the yardstick by which
| the members of the YPSL. must
Judge their leadership.
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