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“ICis very sad, bul did it ever occur (o you that all
the people who live in these houses and all those who
run this complicated mac ing Lo die? Just as
sure as death the job is yours. And there are opportuni
ties in every inch of it."

e are

HESIE words could well Tave heen utfered at some con-

vention of undertakers. But they were not, 1 hey were
part of a speech delivered last Saturday to the Yo
Republicans Leugue of Colorado by none other than Her.
bert Hoover. With these words this learned scholar and
wreat engineer proved to his own satisfaction at least, that
America is still the land of golden opportunity for youth,
So once again Herbie walks away with the hooby prize

While it is easy to laugh a the gross stupidity of
our ex-president, it is not su easy to laugh away the gru
some reality it reveals. For Hoover, in hig attempt to de-
fend capitalism, has unwittingly let the cat out of the bag.
The only prospect he offers the millions of johless vouth is
to wait until dealth remaves some older person from shop,
office or profession. This i< his conception of opportunity.
Waiting for Death
A THE recent national conference of our League a

young worker from one of the coal-fields spoke with
bitter irony of this state of affairs, In his locality the
miners’ union has established the following system of
seniority. Jobs can only be handed from father 1o gon
When a miner dies his job and union standing are auto-
matically transferred to his son. I there is more than
one son in the family, ths others are simply ont of the
picture. The lucky one weis his “opportunity™ on the
death or retirement of his own father, if, of course, the
mine is still operating and new machinery has not elim-
inated the jub entirely.

So it is necessary to wish for death in order 1 get a
chance to live, What a tragic farce’

That American youth are reseniful towards this
kind of opportunity, can be seen in the growing support
for the American Youth Act. This Act, at present be-
fore hoth houses of congress, has received support from
trade unions, Y's, settlement houses, church youth or-
Ranizations, student groups and prominent individuals.
It is the united-front answer of America's young people
to hoth the Hoover and Rovsevelt youth programs.

{n Opportunity to Work

HAT does the American Youth Act offer young people?

If enacted, it would immediately establish a sys-

tem of vocational training and employment on public
projects for all youth between 16 and 25 years of age.
Wages on such projects would in no case be less than $15
a week. Needy srudents would also receive enough money
Lo continue their studies

Thus the American Youth Act means to
person the chance of & JOR or an EDUCATION

The Act further provides that all necessacy funds ba
obtained thru increased taxation of the rich and not thru
ales taxes aimed at the masses of people

Raise Your Voices o b
OR all of the above reasons and for many m.@\,g

American Youth Act should ve the unanimous
whole-hearted support of the labor movement There iz
more than enough wealth in this country with which to
give jobs and aid to the young, But such jobs and aid will
not be forthcoming unless vouth raise their voices and in
sist on their elementary rights to a livelihood

On March 19, 20 and 21, Senate hearings will he held
in Washington on the Youth Act. Telegrams and let-
ters should pour in 1o Nenator Walsh, Chairman of the
Senate Committee on Labor. It would be good if apen
hearings of unemployed youth were organized for these
three days in as many cities ax possible. These hearings
could adopt resolutipns and wire their findiags (o the

enate committee

£y young

ET US remember that the Youth Act will not be adoptsd
L by congress unless the maximum pressure is applied
The Roosevelt Administration with ite “breathing spell™
policy is opposed to the bill. The Republican Party of
Heover i3 certainly out to kill it Thus, only & mighty
united front movement of mithons of youth and adults

can force its adoption Lot us make The fight for the
American Youth Act echo thraout the leagth and breadth
of the land Lot us place it hefore evert arganization of
youth and labor

This will be the best answer to S0 Hhaer and b
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