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Statement of (il (ireen of Young Communist Leagu-
Lo Senate Committee on Educalion and Labor for the
American Youth Act,

THE rganization 1 orepresent —the Young Communis
League—has given it< unreserced endorsement
support by the American Y outh At

1 haliovs the facts presented to this committee thes
past two days, have vividly portraved the plight of Amer-
iea’s youny and have certainly confirmed the need for im
mediate enmergency measires such as provided for in tha
proposd bill

I doubt whether any sober person would care Lo dis-
pute these facts. T doubt whether any sober person coull
honestly maintain that these conditions should continue
15 exist, or that the administration has in any way dealt
amply with the problem before it.

But here is the rub. While eve
something should be done—while everyone is prepared. -
Ny, even anxious to extend their svmpathy to the young
preople of this country  very fow indeed are ready to taka
the niecessary action by which 1o even partially remedy Lhe
situation,

one agrees that

SP[ AKING for my organizaiion. let me say, T have coma
hers not o solicit svmpathy, but to ask for immediata
alectica action, to urge ratification of the American Youth
Act
What are the arguments of those opposed to thy
proposed hill? They can he summed up in the following
words: the hill asks too much and is thus impractical.
[ ask the honorable gentlemen of the Senate Committee.
i it too much to ask for a chance 0 work—for a chance
to an education? Is it tao much (o ask society for a
chance to do useful creative labor. for a chance to carn
a livelihood?  Certainly this is the least one can ask and
expect from this government or any government, from
this society or any society.
This holds doubly frue for America. Ours is the
wealthiest country on the face of the globe, Tts wealth I3
greater than that of all other nations combined. Its ma-
terial wealth and natural resources are ample to provida
abundantly for all
And in the face of this, the recognized spokesmen of
this nation ery, “there is no money —ihe budget must ba
balanced " Wea have no ohiection to halancing the hudget
But we stand unalterably apposed ta halancing it with the
bodies and souls, the health and happiness of a generation
of youth, Tf the budget is tn he halunced, lot it be hal-
anced at the expense of the rich: ler the necessary funds
he taken from the coffers of the Margans, duPonts, Ricke
fellers and Fords. Yes. the government can get funds, it
it will only take from those wio have them. Tustead of
sales taxes we call for direct taxation of the rich in order
 provide for the poor

HE Morgan-Clisse-National financial combination abans

controls an aggregate wealth of some seventy-five bil
lion dollars. Here, gentlenien, are maore than sufficient
funds for the Youth Act and for all other progressive s
cial legislation. What this couniry needs is not ath.
ing-spell.” but the application of & slogan pub )
none other than President Roosevelt some time agihy bt
sines discarded : “Noak the Rich™*

But there are thoxe who sav this is un-American
Siace when has it hecome A\merican for a few to live in
Fabulous wealth while the majority live in squalid mis
ecv? This interpretation of Americanism will noi has
tolerated hy the young peaple of this country much
longer, even if it may he the hrand preacted and prac
ticed by Mr. Hearst and the [iheris |ene

HE testimony presented (o His hearing ¢ a posorful

dictment of our present socinl order 10 Qs aley o
harometer indicaring u surging wave of ans i oo
ment 0 the ranks of youth Amane argar mbees of

ping people there i< a groing van can 0 e e
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