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GILBERT GREEN... 

I learned the key to the under- 
standing of history which I had not 
had before. I learned that history 
is not a crazy-quilt of unrelated his- 
torical accidents or the mere record- 
ing of the deeds of great men, but 
a pattern of development, a process 
of development governed by definite 
social laws which, if understood by 
man, would enable him to become a 
conscious force working for social 
improvement and social betterment 
for a better world as against being a 
blind victim of events. 

I learned that history is constantly 
undergoing changes, that the world 
we live in today is nothing like the 
world of 50 years ago or a hundred 
years ago, that social systems come 
and go like everything else in life, 
that the capitalist social system is not 
eternal, was not always with us nor 
will it always be with us... . 

I learned that in modern society 
under capitalism that the revolution- 
ary class of today, that class whose 
interests are in harmony with a new 
change in the social system, is the 
working class and that the working 
class has replaced the capitalist class 
as the revolutionary class in society. 
The capitalist class was the revolu- 
tionary class in the struggle against 
feudalism at the time of the English 
Revolution in 1648 and at the time 
of the American Revolution in 1776, 
at the time of the French Revolution 
of 1889—of 1789, of the German 
Revolution of 1848, but that with the 
development of capitalism now the 

modern working class is the revolu- 
tionary class in society. 
And it is revolutionary not in the 

sense that it is conscious of the fact 
that its historic mission is to bring 
about a new social system, but be- 
cause of the objective—its objective 
place in society, the fact that it, 
whether it knows it or not, must 
conduct the struggle to defend its 
own rights, to eara a decent living, 
to keep from being completely ex- 
ploited and oppressed, must conduct 
this struggle against the economic 
royalists of today and must, there- 
fore, logically lead in the direction 
of bringing about a social transfor- 
mation of society. 

I learned that when society is ripe 
for such social transformation, we 
have reached a point where the mass 
of the people can no longer live un- 
der the old conditions and must 
break through the shell of the old 
in order to build anew, and that if 
this break-through does not occur, 
if society does not move forward to 
a higher rung of social existence, then 
what happens is that society is pushed 
backward, begins to decay, begins to 
disintegrate, begins to rot from with- 
Mi se 
However, I also learned that, de- 

spite temporary recessions, tempo- 
rary throw-backs, temporary _hin- 
drances and obstacles, that life must 
assert itself and that sooner or later 
man does break through and does 
move from one to another stage of 
human development, always in the 
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line of progress, always in the line 
of human betterment. 
And I also learned that, as far as 

capitalist society is concerned, that 
this is the first time in the history 
of human civilization that we now 
have a state of affairs in which man, 
through his conquest of nature, 
through the invention of machinery 

and tools which can produce an 
abundance such as we have never 
known before, can now create a 30- 
cial system without class divisions, 
a social system in which everyone 
can truly have what he needs and 
can create the kind of world in which 
there need not be any longer class 
struggles and wars and can usher in 
a day in which, actually, man begins 
to be man for the first time instead 
of being merely a higher form of 
beast. 
I also learned from all this that 

Marxism-Leninism was a_ science 
that explained the world for the first 
time so that I could understand it, 
so I could find my place in it. It not 
only to me meant a scientific grasp 
of what the world is like and so- 
ciety is like, but it also represented 
to me a cause, a vision, a dream, 
something that one could fight for 
and work for, and I decided to dedi- 
cate myself to that, to dedicate my- 
self to the fight for bringing about a 
better world, a world without ex- 
ploitation, oppression, without wars, 
without discrimination, without the 
ills that we face in modern society 
today.... 

From this* we went into the 

FROM THE COURT TESTIMONY 35 

whole question of force and violence 
and the role that it plays in society, 
and I pointed out that Marxism does 
study from an historical and theo- 
retical point of view the role of 
force and violence in human rela- 
tions and in social change; that 
Marxism-Leninism, from the theore- 
tical point of view, has drawn a 
conclusion that when a fundamental 
social change takes place from one 
social system to another, it is usu- 
ally accompanied by violence, but 
that the violence occurs because the 
class which is on its way out places 
violent obstacles in the path of dem- 
ocratic progress and tries to block 
the further advance of mankind to 
a higher social system. 
And I gave examples in terms of 

history, that, for example, in the 
American Revolution that, even 
after the Continental Congress was 
established, that the forefathers of 
this country, this nation of ours, 
wanted to find a means by which 
to come to terms with King George 
of England. In fact, even after the 
Continental Congress took place, a 
petition was written by Thomas 
Jefferson and signed by some of the 
outstanding men of that day, pledg- 
ing their fealty and loyalty to King 
George, and stating that all they 
wanted was redress of grievances, 
all they wanted was the tariff and tax 
burdens to be removed from the 

* The reference is to a class taught by Com- 
rade Green at a Party taining school in the State 
of Illinois during the spring or summer of 1947. 
The study text used was an Outline of Marxist- 
Leninist Fundamentals issued by the State Educa- 
tional Commission of the Illinois District of the 
Party.—Ed. 
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thirteen colonies so that the thirteen 
colonies could begin to extend and 
develop their own industry and 
their own commerce, but King 
George rejected it and the colonies 
had no other recourse but to declare 
their independence, and they were 
met by the armed force of King 
George, by the importation of Hes- 
sian troops to the United States, 
which opened up a period of civil 
war, and it lasted some seven years, 
but this was not of the asking of 
the American colonies; they were 
even ready to remain as part of the 
British Empire so long as their basic 
economic grievances were met, but 
it was only the refusal of the British 
ruling class to grant these and then 
the use of force against them that 
produced a violent conflict... . 

For example, in respect to Ger- 

many and Italy, where fascism came 
to power, there the fascists took 
power in those countries in order to 
block the masses from bringing 
about progressive social change and 
moving in the direction of socialism. 
And what happened was that the 
fascists seized power there by vio- 
lence and maintained that power by 
violence against the people, while, on 
the other hand, as far as recent ex- 
amples go, in Spain, where the peo- 
ple were able to elect a democratic 
republic in February 1936, in July 
1936 they faced an uprising on the 
part of the fascists, led by Franco 
and aided by Hitler and Mussolini, 
which subdued and defeated the 
Spanish Republic, but the assump- 
tion of power there, the change in 
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governmental power, was peaceful, 
but the violence came afterwards, 

But, in all cases, the violence 
stems from the forces of reaction, 
from the vested interests, from the 
old ruling classes who want to block 
the path toward further democracy, 
toward further progress on the part 
of the people. 

* * 

. .. The state under slavery, even 
in Rome and Athens and ancient 
history where our history books tell 
about the democracy that began to 
flourish there, was nonetheless a state 
which protected the  slave-owners 
against the slaves, and the democracy 
of Rome and Athens was built upon 
slavery, because for hundreds of 
miles in each direction outside of 
these centers there was slavery, and 
the mass of the slaves had no rights. 
It was the slaveowner that had the 
right, and that system of ownership 
was conceived of as sacred and holy 
and just and noble and right, and the 
laws were based upon that; that un- 
der Feudalism we had the state like. 
wise protecting the private property 
relations of the feudal nobility and 
the large landowners, and there, too, 
the state played a role of ostensibly 
being an impartial umpire but in ac 
tuality of being a representative of the 
dominant, economic class of that 
time; that in capitalist society the 
same is true, that the state plays that 
role, that property rights come be: 
fore human rights, and that while it 
is possible under capitalism for gains 
to be made, for progressive laws to 
be established, the fact remains that 
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all this is within the framework of 
accepting what is the basic structure 
of society, namely, the private own- 
ership of the means of production 
by a handful, the ownership of the 
mines and the mills and the factories, 
and in that sense I said every state 
is a form of dictatorship and that in 
Marxist-Leninist terms the word 
“dictatorship” is used scientifically, 
that because this state is based upon 
the maintenance of certain class re- 
lations in society and the dominance 
of one class as against another, it is 
by that token a form of dictatorship 
because the powers of the state are 
used to uphold and to maintain those 
economic relations; that of course 
there are different forms of the state 
and there are different forms of the 
capitalist state, and that was the 
next point that we went into. . . 

* * #* 

. . . The working class state, in 
our opinion, is a state which is far 
more democratic than the capitalist 
state but, from the scientific point of 
view—from the Marxist scientific 
point of view, I pointed out that we 
consider every state a form of dicta- 
torship and that, therefore, the work- 
ing class state, under Socialism, is 
likewise a form of dictatorship in this 
sense, that while the state under capi- 
talism is based upon the protection 
of capitalist private property, that the 
state under Socialism is based upon 
the protection of public ownership 
of the means of production, and that 
there is no contradiction between 
the two things; that every state has 

elements of dictatorship—that is why 
it arose and came into being—and 
this is true of the working class state 
as of previous states. The only dif- 
ference—the difference between the 
working class state and previous 
states is the following: 

That the working class state, when 
it arises, represents for the first time 
the real majority of the people against 
a handful of the old exploiting ele- 
ments, while all previous states rep- 
resented the interest of a minority as 
against the interests of the great ma- 
jority, and that the repressive fea- 
tures of the working class state are 
these: that they aim to curb the 
powers of the old capitalist class in 
its attempts to bring about a restora- 
tion and to return itself once again 
to the seat of power. 
Now, in dealing with this, I like- 

wise gave an example of what is 
stated here a little later on, “The dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat is a new 
type of democracy. It is ‘a state that 
is democratic in a new way—for the 
proletarians and the propertyless in 
general—and dictatorial in a new 
way—against the bourgeoisie’”, and 
I explained how it is possible for a 
state to be dictatorial in a new way 
against a minority group and by that 
fact be more democratic for the great 
majority of the people. ... 

* * * 

To study the conditions of the 
American people, their problems, in 
this study to apply the science of 
Marxism-Leninism which is based 
upon the study of the experience of 
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all past mankind, from this applica- 
tion and study to draw conclusions 
as to what has to be done to fight 
for the welfare of the people today, 
to devise a program in the course of 
that struggle, to help organize meet- 
ings, help bring the truth to the 
people in terms of what has to be 
done, to lead struggles in behalf of 
the people. All this is part of the 

BENJAMIN J. DAVIS... 

To say it as briefly as I can, I 
dealt* with first the question of the 
position of the Negro people and I 
said that the Negro people are the 
bottom of the political and economic 
and social ladder on a world scale, 
that this existed not alone in our 
country in America but this existed 
also in Africa, that this existed also 
in the West Indies, that this existed 
also in other countreis where there 
were large Negro populations, as for 
example in Latin America. 
And I pointed out that this was a 

direct consequence of what could be 
called Anglo-Saxon imperialism and 
that the imperialists of our own 
country—meaning by “imperialists” 
the dominant financial forces and 
class of our country—that their op- 
pression of the Negro people in this 
country was a part of the reactionary 
foreign policy which they were pur- 
suing with respect to colonial peo- 

* The reference is to a Report rendered by 
Comrade Davis to the National Committee of the 
Communist Party on December 4 or 5, 1946, 
dealing with discussions held by the Party Com- 
mission on Negro Work.—Ed. 
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methods of advocating Marxism. 
Leninism and all these things re. 

lated to teaching the people on the 
basis of their experience in defens 
of their everyday interests why, even 
though they can win partial conces. 
sions under capitalism, the logic of 
this struggle must lead in the direc. 
tion of a transformation of society 
and the establishment of socialism... 

ples of all races, colors and creeds 
abroad, and I said that this oppres- 
sion is simply not based upon the 
fact that the Negro people in a great 
majority happen to look different 
from white people in terms of their 
skin, their features, but that this op- 
pression had as its basis the extrac- 
tion of super-profits out of the Negro 
people and that this was especially 
true in the Black Belt area which 
constitutes the main cotton economy 
area of the Deep South, and that the 
treatment of the Negro people in 
this country, that is, the treatment 
of national oppression existed be 
cause of the sack of poison which 
flowed from the original oppression 
of the Negro people in the Black 
Belt. 

I said that a second reason why 
this oppression existed was because it 
was a very convenient way for the 
big business and the big employers 
to divide the working class and peo- 
ple of our country, that is to say, to 
play Negroes against white, and in 
that way weaken the power of the 

wor 

forc 
effe 
thei 
ploi 
sion 

that 
the 
whi 
pret 
itsel 
and 
imp 
peri 

Nes 
and 
plet 
of } 
akit 
ided 
alre 

why 
bec: 
con 
Ne; 
to ¢ 
lool 
othe 

to ¢€ 

ror 
ing 
pos 
the 
oth 
ther 
gro 
at 
the 
try, 
fou 


