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WORLD HISTORY IN CAPSULES.
THE FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN CIVILIZATION. By H. C. Thomas

and W. A. Hamm. (The ABC of History Series, Vot. 1) Vanguard
Press. Fifty cents.

THIS volume has its strong points; but the inherent difficulties of writing
* a book of such a nature are so great and are here so inadequately met

that we must say frankly that we do not see what very useful purpose it
can serve.

‘‘Outlines” of this nature can be really valuable if they are devoted to

the formulation and clarification-of the basic laws of social development

and if the bare facts and events—the “raw materials of history”—are util-
ized simply to illustrate and explain the main thesis. If, however, the
attempt is made to provide a compendium of world history from the earliest
times to the end of the 18th century in 200-odd pages, w’hat else can be
the result but failure from the scientific and literary standpoints?

The countless events in man’s historical development -are so violently
and mechanically condensed as to produce a dry and indigestible mass,
unintelligible to those very leaders to whom it is supposed to appeal and
who need it most. Will anyone say that this "catalog” style makes in-
teresting reading? To a large extent this criticism is valid for the entire
book: it is merely confusing to the elementary reader; it is valueless to

one who knows some history; and it is tiresome. This is an indictment,
not of this book in particular, but of the whole class of books of which
this is, perhaps, a favorable example. These ABC’s are the bunk. The
belief in their value is a superstition on the par with the belief of some
savages that they can get wise by chewing and swallowing the pages of
the w'hite men’s books. Outlines, popularizations, and the like aie necessary
and useful; but they must not be compendiums—they must be the elucida-
tion, in simple and popular terminology, of the laws of science (in this
case of history) with the “facts” utilized only to serve this purpose.

Yet we must make some reservations about this book in particular.
There are parts of it, whole sections, that fortunately stray from the “com-
pendium” road and these sections are readable, even valuable. For example,
the section on the Protestant Revolt where the chapter is devoted to tbs
elucidation of the thesis that “protestantism was the religious expression
of nationalism”; or the interesting description of the structure of feudal
society; or the sections on the development of trade and the decline of

A. serfdom.
• "a. * * *

As to the historical perspective of the book we are sorry to say that
I the introduction gives us the promise of an “objective” and “social” method
•( that the bulk of the book fails to justify. The sections on the rise and

spread of Christianity, on the decline of the Roman Empire, on the role of
monasticism, on the rise of nationalism are singularly superficial, showing
very little comprehension of the basic social forces at work. For example,
when the authors tell us that the development of the Egyptian empire was
due to the ambition of the kings, that the defeat of the English in the
Hundred Years War was due to the inspiration Joan of Arc was able to

infuse into the French forces, or that the Crusades were due to the “mis-
treatment of pilgrims” or to the plan of Urban to unite all Christians in
“one lofty purpose”—what is this but falling victim to the most vulgar

prejudices of popular history?
* * *

The worker who wants a sketch of world history from the Marxist
standpoint will not find it in this book; first, because it is undigestible and
uninteresting, secondly, because its historical method is uncertain, lapses
far too often, and at best is only a superficial recognition of historical
materialism. The field is still open—but it is strewn with dangers.

—WILL HERBERG.

A CHALLENGE TO FUNDAMENTALISM.
EVOLUTION: A journal of Nature. ’volution Publishing Corporation, 9G

Fifth Ave., N. Y. Ten Cents.

yllE American petty bourgeoisie, fighting a losing battle against the tre-

mandous social forces generated by the mighty sweep of imperialism, con-
soles itself with denying evolution. Its decline as an independent political
force causes it to turn to the consolation of fundamentalism. When the
social position of the middle class was more secure, in the decades that it
was the “backbone of society,” the spread of scientific ideas was viewed
v/ith mild interest, bordering on indifference. Again vindicating the ob-
servation of Marx that “the religious world is but the reflex of the real
' orld” the religion of this declining class reflects its abhorrence of change.
It wants progress to stop at a stage favorable to its own existence.

Thus it came to pass that the foremost political champion of the petty
bourgeoisie, William Jennings Bryan, became the outstanding defender of
its religious cloak, known as fundamentalism.

* 5? *

So widespread and vindictive has this illusion become that it strives to
stifle the scientific achievements of modern times and paralyze the mind

j
.

of man with the superstitions of the dark ages. Fighting against the
inexorable march of society it turns to the distant past for justification of
its own recent past—its “golden age.”

Goaded to fury by its predicament to which history has condemned it
the American petty bourgeoisie strives to save itself by vicious legislation
against the teaching of evolution in any form.

Totally ignorant of t’nc social sciences, but slightly familiar with the
vulgarizations of the natural sciences, the spokesmen of this declining class
confine their assaults to what they imagine to be Darwinism.

* * P

It is with the avowed purpose of challenging and exposing these pious
.frauds, these apostles of ignorance, that the new magazine “Evolution,”
makes its appearance.

The first number is ably edited and has enlisted the aid of an able
array of contributors, among them being David Starr Jordan, Henshaw
Ward, Maynard Shipley, Horace G. Bridges, Harry A. Overstreet and other
popularizers of natural science. The magazine is well-balanced and covers

L ,many angtes of the question. m
The cover is calculated to infuriate the rabid apostles of funda-

mentalism. It is an excellent photo of a male gorilla and bears the scien-
i tifically correct caption, “Man’s Blood Cousin—the Gorilla.”

* * *

Such a magazine certainly deserves broad support from those who per-
<\ive the growing menace of legislation placed upon the statute books by
thevignoramuses of the bible-belt. For the law of biogenesis they would

the rib story from th-c first chapter of the bible. For the achieve-
Copernicus, Kant, Newton, Kepler, Einstein, Michaelson they would

substitute the story that the earth was created as the center of the universe
for the special benefit of man, himself made in the image of Jehovah, and
that everything*'nlse in the universe, the sun, the moon the nebula in Orion,
the myriads of st\xs that are the suns of other and vastly greater solar
systems than ours. \ere created as described in ten words in the bible: “He
made the sun, the nVion and the stars also.”

V
*

\
That the attack o\modern science has become so effective is partly due

also to the apostles of science themselves. The professors of the university
chairs have consistently refrained from drawing the tremendous revolu-
tionary implications from the achievements of modern science. Themselves
time-servers of the big bourgeoisie they have travelled the road of scien-
tilic investigation only so lar as it was useful to the dominant system of
wealth production.

In pursuing this course they have concealed science behind a veil of
profundity and have created the impression that science itself was some-
thing so vague and mysterious that no ordinary mortal could ever hope to
penetrate its portals. Instead of stating the plain fact that it is much
easier to understand the biogenitic principle than it is to believe, for in-
stance, the stories of the immaculate conception and the virgin birth, they
have tried to create a cult of their own that smacks strongly of religion.

she new magazine, “Evolution,” comes into existence for the purpose
of striving to overcome the illusions created by the professors themselves
as well as those older iantasies upheld by the fundamentalists. Every revo-
lutionist should help spread such a magazine.

—II. M. WICKS.

BOOKS RECEIVED— REVIEWED LATER.
Peace or liar? By J. M. Kenworthy, M. P. With an introduction

by H. G. Wells. Boni & Liveright.
Plays of Negro file. Selected and edited by Alain Locke and Mont-

gomery Gregory. Illustrated by Aaron Douglass. Harper & Bros.
Marx & Lenin: Ihe Science ol Revolution. By Max Eastman. Albert

i[ | & Charles Boni.
ilte ABC of Psychology. By Vance llanijpluh '’imirmml Press
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Negro Miners,
Beware!

By WILLIAMPICKENS.

j (Field Organizer for the National ;
! Association for the Advancement of

Colored People)

MEGRG Workers, Betvar. !
j*' newspapers report tli .

! strike of miners in the Pittsburgh,

| Pa., coal district, Negroes are being
i used by the mine owners a? “strike
| breakers.” Any setting of Negro la-

jbor against white labor is very un-
! fortunate for le’ior.—and will in the
! end be disastrous to Negro laborers.;
iln such a situation the employers

and or, ners only use the Negro as a
tool, a weapon to beat back all labor;]
and as soon as the bosses win the

j victory, they never fail to do one of

I two evil things: either to drop the
| Negro and re-employ the beatgn white
| labor, or to push the Negro down a

| bit under the position into which the j
! Negro has helped them to push the
i white labor. There is no such thing

as Negro labor being placed or kept j
in a better position than the white j
labor in these United States. The
most that the Negro can expect is to ;

!be put on the same level with the
| whites,-—and that seldom happens,— i
| almost never happens where white
and black labor is employed together
on the same job.

If that be true (and there is no !
j honest and knowing mind in America
that will say it is not true), then j
Negro “strike-breakers” are always :
accomplishing only one of two pos- !
sible things: (1.) Either helping to
make for themselves a lower place
than the low place they are being
used to make for the whites, or (2.)
Helping to make a lower place for
both themselves and the white work-
ers. No. there is a third alternative:

I sometimes the Negro “strike-
i breaker” is making no place for hyn-
I self. The bosses may kick him out,
| after using him to down the whites.

There is just one excuse for the
| Negro “strike-breaker,” and that is ;
j when the union of white workers j

| discriminates against his color, and ’
' docs not admit him to equal member-
| .ship. Even then the situation is very
unfortunate for the Negro'. But c-

j fife'iit a discriminating, Negro-barring
I union is (perhaps sometimes) the les-
ser of two evils for the Negro wnrk-

I ers. and may serve to teach the union
; a useful lessen. Only with this
definite and clear-cut object in view
should tbo \egy’> ever ; • rsuad* him-

| self to become a “st; iN -bi .-a'.
Then, of course, he may bo acting up

I on a sad necessity, but in the ultimate '
[interest of labor,- aiming to teach
; white labor a -lesson so as to unit"
i all labor.

I But wo understand and have long¦ l>ccn informed that no sti. b barring - '¦
(Negro membership is practiced 1

the miners’ union. If that !.•••

it is brainless and calamitous for
Negro men to be usc.l :i ; • t,

breakers” against the unions.
*

Such folly would ultimately pi a- e
Negro labor between two powerful j
grinding millstones that would re- j
duce it to powder: a great hostile and j
retaliatory majority of white laborers
on the one side if hit >. and
scheming, self-interested and
thoroughly unsympathetic ernph
and owners, on the other. --Negro

STARVATION WAGES LURING NORTHERN TEXTILE
BOSSES SOUTH, $9 TO sls A WEEK PREVAIL

P.y HARVEY O’CONNOR.
CHAPEL HILL, N. C., (FP) Nov.

29.—What brings profit-hungry mill
owners from the north to the Caro-
bias, Georgia and Alabama in one of
.he biggest industrial migrations ever
seen ?

Southern Slaves.

“Cheap,- labor,' suggests
David Clark Ov .Ae Southern Textile
Bulletin, champion union-baiter of
the south.

Clark is right, according to studies
made oy economists at the University
of North Carolina. George Newby Jr.,
whose study of comparative costs oi

northern and southern cotton textile
production is probably the most au-
thoritative yet made. It’s the cheap
labor.

Vast reserves of “poor white”
southern tenant farmers and mill
h.,.ids are on the auction block today,
b. ;:g hammered down to northern
capitalists for 20 and 30 cents an
hour. The auctioneers are the power
companies, the chambers of com-
merce, tne state industrial boards,
crying out in stentorian voices the
quotations on southern labor and in-
viting employers in every part of the
world to take advantage of chesrp
human flesh.

$9 to sls a Week Wages.
So large is the untapped labor re-

serve still on the farms—Duke Power
estimates only one-fourth of the
available labor has been “harnessed”
—that Newby estimates the south
can add 8 to 10 million more spindles
without exhausting the supply of pos-
sible workers. Low wages, ranging
between s£k and sls a week, long
working days of 10 to 12 hours, plenty
of child labor from 12 up, the absence
of unions, favor the south.

On the other hand New England
employers have the advantage of not
b; mg obliged to maintain expensive
welfare work, and in having a more
elfivient labor force. The fact that
el:]]),, y - in th° north do not. gen-
ccM'M ".untnin . .parato villa?:, s is
" •*' *'• m. idg. . for the Dixie boss

1 must tie up a fourth to a third of
• his total investment in shacks for his

i workers.

The labor supply in both north and
! south is fully ample to meet all de-

: mands, as unemployment so elo-
! quently testifies, Newby finds. But
! on the whole, the “south has an over-

| whelming advantage in labor costs.”
And it Is this advantage which has
resulted in North Carolina displacing

; Massachusetts as the premier cotton
I textile state in the past three years.
i

Other Factors.

Other factors in comparative costs
are:

i. Power- —The south has a com-
paratively small advantage in the
Carolina Piedmont where hydroelec-
tric power plus cheap coal from West
Virginia bring rates about 10 per

cent lower than Fall River mills must
pay.

,2. Transportation—The south is
nearer the raw material, but the north
is nearer the market. On the whole
the advantage is with the south on
coarse goods, but in finer goods New
England products can readily corn-
pet so far as transportation costs afe
concerned.

3. Taxes—The south has lower
taxes, but in the Carolinas they are
rising steadily.

Unions Coming.

New England mill owners have de-
cided advantages in lower capital
costs, in an early start in the in-
dustry, in smaller fixed investment
and in keener marketing methods. In
fact Clark of the Southern Textile
Bulletin, Stuart Cramer of. the noted
Cramerton, N. C., mills, and others
will admit under pressure that New
England textiles are by no means
dead or dying, but instead face a
future of diminishing yet large im-
portance in the industry.

I Southern mills, in Newby’s opinion,
jean expect 15 to 20 years of steady
j growth, hut their differential in costs

i over the north will gradually diminish
las the labor supply Dec:" - s ex

j hanwd. Unions will come, he says,
| paternalism will disappear.

- *

; o:-r tickets at The DAILY WORKER office, 108 East
! ii St. and help The DAILY WORKER and this theatre.

“THE CENTURIES”
by Em Jo Rcissbe

The fall and Ripe of the East Side Masses
A Beautiful and Thrilling Plaj

at

The New Playwrights Theatre
40 Commerce Street

Performances Every Night Except Sunday,
Matinees Saturday Afternoon

A New Playwrights Productior

HIP dramaJl
Ibsen’s ‘Olav Liljekrans’

To Be Set To Music
ANE of Ibsen’s wishes is at last to

come true, seventy-five years after
it was expressed. In 1852 Ibsen
wrote a drama, “Olav Liljekrans,”

which is now forgotten, but of which
at that time he thought highly. He
wanted to have it transformed into
an opera, and approached a contem- \
pbrary composer, inviting him to co-
operate. The composer declined, and
Ibsen turned to other plans. But so

strong was his desire to see “Olav

Liljekrans” on the opera stage that

the whole first act is written as an
opera libretto. The story is taken
from the period of the Plague, when
only one or two persons survived in
the desolate Norwegian valleys. The j
hero himself is a sort of anticipation !
of Peer Gynt.

A young Norwegian composer,

Arne Eggen, has now obtained the
consent of Ibsen’s son and of the pub- j
lisher to set the play to music, and |
expects to have it finished this j
autumn.

/¦ ’“¦ ' ^
sga=i ilBroadway Briefs

Hammerstein’s Theatre, a new

playhouse, on Broadway and Fifty-

third Street, will open tonight with

“Golden Dawn,” a musical play.
Louise Hunter, formerly of the

I Metropolitan is the chief player.

Clemence Dane’s “Granite” was re-

i vived at the American Laboratory

i Theatre last night.

The American Theatre Association!
! will shortly start its second season!

J with “Success,” A. A. Milne's play \
which was produced in London four i

| years ago, and “John Barleycotn,” a 1
, melodrama by Nan Bagby Stephens, j

Harold Minjir, former member of
the Neighborhood Playhouse Com-

| pany, will succeed Gerald Hamer as
Hortensio in the modern version of
“Taming of the Shrew,” at the Gar-
rick Theatre.

Richard Bolesavsky is directing
| the rehearsals of Knut Hamsun’s “At
the Gate of the Kingdom.” This is
the first of Knut Hamsun’s plays to
be produced in America in English.

Monthly art exhibitions have been
inaugurated by the New Playwrights

| Theatre in the second floor gallery at
| their playhouse, 40 Commerce Street.
; The ciu*rent exhibition consists of
nine paintings by Adalaide Lawson.
The exhibition also includes twenty
photographs on various New York
themes by Ralph Steiner.

The Musicians Club has taken
over the entire house for the perfor-
mance of “Hamlet” at the Davenport
Theatre, for Friday evening.

JANE BARRY.

In “The Centuries, ' a new drama
by Em Jo Basshe, which opened at
the New Playwrights Theatre last
night.

tr —l

=•¦' Music Ndtes==
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Nikolai Sokoloff, conductor of the
Cleveland Orchestra which will give
a concert in Carnegie Hall, Tuesday
evening, December 6. has announced
this his program will be of a sym-
phonic-choral nature. The Women’s
University Glee Club will assist '.Mid
the soloists will be Marie Montana,
soprano, and Nikola Zan, baritone.

Ernesto Berumen, pianist, will be
heard in recital at Carnegie Hall,
Tuesday evening, December - 1”.

Pauline Danforth will give a piano
recital at Town Hall, Tuesday after-
noon, December 13.

ft k
More Contributions to
Ruthenberg Daily
Worker Sustaining 1

Fund
Ik : JJ

C. N. Bjerkan, Rose Lake, Idaho. .4.00
| Roxbury Lettish Club, Mass.... 8.00
B. Weisbrot, Coney Island, N. Y.5.00
iC. Tamosiunas, Hudson, Mass.. . 13.00
|P. Watson, St. Nuc. 1, Pitts., Pa. 5.00
C. Paransky, St. Nuc. 3, Pitts.,

Pa. 8.00
M. Duj&kowieh, Pitts., Pa 1.00
P. Jelich, Pittsburgh, Pa 1.00
M. Stanowich, Pittsburgh, Pa... 1.00
J. Atazof, Pittsburgh, Pa 1.00

AMSTERDAM (JOES TO BERLIN?
BERLIN. (IT) Nov. 29.—Transfer

of the seat of the International Fede-
ration of Trade Unions to Berlin from
Amsterdam will be the chief issue

I for decision by the general council of
i the I. F. T. LM, in session here Jan.

1 17-20. A general secretary to replace
| Jan Oudegeest, who was ousted at the
i last meeting, \ ill be chosen. Pre-

: sumably a German will be given this
: post.

SEIM jWjgETOE SUSS
BOOTH 45 St., W. of B‘way Eves. 8:40

Matinees Wed. & Sat. at 2:40
w,B /w™p

nt
Ar" FSCAPF

John <;nlmvor«h>’»
New Play with Leslie Howard

National Theatre, 41 St. W. of B’way
imuwiiaj Evs.B:3o. Mts.Wed.&Sat.2:3o

“The Trial of Mary Dugan”
By Bayard Velller, with

ANN HARDI.NO—HEX CHISRHYUAN'

The Desert Song
with Hoht. Halllday A Eddie Bieuell

Year

IMPERIAL THBke^&°r
3o
ß 'way

Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30

A WALLS x
t I . with MUM WIBB.NFHE.Vn

Tnhn Golden Th..w.Sß st.Mts.jonn uoiaen wed.&sat. 2:.i0

fAPPIPY Thea., 65 W. 35th. Ev. 8:30Vjr\rviviL<lYMats. Thura. & Sat. 2:30
BASIL SYDNEY and MARY ELLIS

with Onrrlek Plnyerx in the Modern

TAMING of the SHREW

HRAcmm W• m —Bve. Post
U\ 11 TON Ii wa -

V* 40 st ’ Rvs *
rULiUIt Mats.* Wed.&Sat. 2.30

Frances Starr
IMMORAL ISABELLA?

with Jl Lll'S McMCKKII
It IT/. Tl».. \\. 4Stli St. W ed. X Sat.

Tin* Theatre Cialil presents

PCRGY
Kenu 1)1 *4* ' * v ¦ evn.s:4o
XVcJJUIJIIC Matfc.Wi d.tNSiit.,2:4o

Bernnril Shaw's Comedy

I DOCTOR’S DILEMMA
\IUUU 3dats.Thui-rf.tv:- it.,1:20

Max Reinhardt’s
“Midsummer Ninht’s Dream”

/^f?XTrPTTI>V ea ¦ Centra] Park West
UliiMUßl 02ml St. Fvs. 8:00

Mats. Fri. and Sat. at 2.

riiauin's W. 45 *t. Itoyale. Mls.Wod.,i -it.
All Performances Except Mon. & Thisr.4.
Winthrop Ames nil /f i -i ••

Gilbert & Sullivan IVMKflfiflOpera Co. in xY

Mon. Eves. (ml;. \TUVV
Thurs. Eve. "PIR TIIS OF Pi;,\ZA NCR*

ERLANGER’S * 3B

THE MERRY MALONES,
With GEORfit: COIiAX /

Henry Miller’s 1
Grant Mitchell ‘ ; M: l

< ' J°-h: yn 3

THE BABY CYCLONE
Will. Fox presents the Motion P’cturo
S U N R I S E F. W.^IIUKNAU

By IIKUAIAWSF l>F.il([ASX
Symphonic Movietone A.-romiianimeat

i iinc; Sn The,< -> Kt.. W. of B wayliim-c r>tj. Twicg dailv. tiEo-g^v

av mhi i ¦.nMiiinmiiMMain«*:»» bskum w• *..• ¦ -*

Buy your tickets at The DAILYWORKER office. ION East
14th St. and help The DAILY WORKER and th' ; theatre.

j
The NEW PLAYWRIGHTS THEATRE production of

| THE BELT
now playing at the

PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
138 MaeDouga! Street. • Telephone Spring 8363.

I’erformunee every evening (except Monday) Including Sunday at 3:40
Matinee Saturday at 2:40.

The first modern Labor play to debunk company unionism
ant' the so-called prosperity in the Ford factories.
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