
[Lie' Hurled at Gary^^ Steel 
Workers Anxious to Abolish 
the Twelve-Hour Working Day

This week's aritcle in our war bn the 12-Hour Day annihilates the 
contention of Judge Elbert H. Gary, head of the steel trust, that the steel 
workers do not want the shorter workday.

- This is one of the pet arguments- of the bosses in every 'tight against 
the shortening of the working day. They urge it before the courts, bribe 
ignorant workers to.testify dor them, and are usually upheld by the cap­
italist judges, J . *z - /
,' We urge' ,all workers, hot only those in. the steel mills, to. send in 
.their letters telling us what they think, not only of the 12-Hour Day, but 
even of the 10-Hour Day. We will publish as many of these letters as 
we can. There will be two more, special articles in the campaign -against 
the 12-Hour Day as follows:',.

JULY- 21:—^Why does the United States Government, federal, state- 
and locah support ' the steel trust in its war bpon the steel workers?

JULY 28:—Why does Gompers oppose the organization of the |work­
ers in the steel inddstry? -“ .i

This week’s article follows:

By JAY LOVESTONE 
' Author of “The Government—Strikebreaker” '

•Of all the unfounded . arguments raised by the Steel Trust 
against the abolition of the 12-Hour Day, the point that the tvork- 
ers themselves do not ask for or want shorter hoursiis the most 
absurd.

Opening its Report on the Total Elimination of the 12-Hour 
Day, the American Tron and Steel Committee said:

“Apparently the underlying reason for the agitation Tvhich 
resulted in the appointment of this committee was based on a

|sentiment (not created or en- 
|dorsed by the workmen them- 
|selves) that the 12-hour day was 
|an unreasonable hardship upon 
I the employes who were connect- 
ied with it. The workmen, as a 
I rule, prefer longer hours because 
lit permits larger compensation 
|per day.”
| An Old Game
| - This is an old game that the 
| Steel Trust is playing. The 
Isame fraud was' resorted to by 
I the English manufacturers when 
I the -workers were struggling for the 
|10-Hour Day. The forefathers of 
Ithe Steel Barons brought forward 
Iloads of affidavits secured thru fraud 
and duress, purporting to show that 
the workers were opposed to fewer 

Ihours,
I The pith of this method Is the fol­
lowing, First, the Steel Masters' 
force such low pay on the workers 

Ias to compel them to labor unbear­
able hours in order 'to eke out a 
starvation wage. Then, they blame 
the workers for the continuation of 
the system of long hours’ because 
they dread being pushed still further 
below the. line of least substistence.

In the extra-prosperous month of 
April 1923, the steel workers, in­
clusive of skilled, and higher-salaried, 

1averaged less than $28 per week, 
|According, to the Philadelphia Bu- 
1lean of Municipal Research, “it 
would cost a workingman’s family 
of five persons $185428 annually to 
maintain a minimum health and de-j 

.cency standard of living,” at Marc^ 
1923 prices. And it is no great 
wonder that some workers may 

.shudder at the aftermath, of a.reduc­
tion of working. hours, since, for 
years, over 72% of all the workers 

’^vc. received • .wages . below :ihe 
minimum of comfort level set down 
by Government experts.

__Typical Gary Propaganda
Little effort is needed to destroy 

Gary’s reputation as a friend of the 
workingmen. Appearing -.before the 
Senate Committee in 1919 the cor­
poration’s subsidiary presidents 
handed out the same line , of mis­
representation of the workers’ de­
sires. Some of these presidents even 
assured the Interchurch Commission 
that m a few plants where the fl- 
Hour Day was introduced the plants 
lost'their men “because the foreigner 
wants to work the twelve-hour day, 
lie wants to make as much money as 
he- possibly can."

Ftom the above it is as, clear,as 
broad daylight that the policy of the, 
Steel Corporation is first to force the 
long hours on-the underpaid foreign- 

■born laborers "and then to blame 
j-them for it so as to . divide the ranks 
■of ‘the; workers by pitting; the -native 
against the immigrant forces.; Also, 

sthe.attempt, is made here, to: spread 
'the notion that: the workers are mak-: 
i-ing'g; comfortable living in even less; 
than ‘4^: hours of; labor, ;but merely 

Jwahttol have more. -Tbe SteeliTrust 
us trying to: hoodwinkthe gullible in.; 
/to the: belief- that the:, workers: want 
to labor longer hours in order to 
-makemore than they need. ,

While ’such uidi propaganda 
iwas bjiing; spread far and wide* 365,- 
•000 workers in. 50. cities 
deserted the mills' in 
Strike, for the ’fl-Hour 
working! conditions, - and 
organize.; 'This is bow 

in 10 States 
their .iGreat 
Day,: better 
the right; to 
anxious' the

/workers 'were to continue on the 12- 
'Hour .basis. What: is more,' /Gary

for s reduction.in hours, even at :the 
sacrifice .of some part of their hour­
ly rate-in wages. This attitude has 
proved to be general when the 
change from two shifts to three has 
actually been tried.”

Workers for Shorter Day
According to a report of the 

American Association' for Labor 
Legislation made public June 15, 
1923, the Republic Iron and Steel 
Company and , the Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube Company abolished 
the Two Shift system at' the request 
of the workers. The statement 
further reads: “Significantly, the 
men arc So uppused to the shift that 
.they are willing to accept less pay 
to secilrc an fl-Hour Day."

After its investigation -the Senate 
Committee - concluded that the. ma­
jority of the steel worker's were op­
posed: to the; 12-Hour Day.^ The ; in­
vestigations . cof:;the. ; Interchurch: 
'Movement . supported this; /conclu­
sion. :We cite the following from 
the diary‘^ a. Gary worker made in 
August: 1919 as presented - by this. 

’Commission. ■
“A:heater who works eleven hours 

day by day'and thirteen by. night,- 
making $400 a month, says: ‘Why 
shouldn’t we get the fl-Hour Day: 
"without- striking for it? I’d be glad, 
to : give up three or four dollars a 
day to get fl-Hours.'

• - -“An engineer many: years .On the 
job,says: "Count mein for a six day 
week,: too, like a civilized man.: This
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fourteen hot^ts-anngfft, Seven days a 
week, is hell.''.' ^ "' 
'r“The' gang boss says: Who the 
devil is this man "Gary to fetUour 
representativejlo go to hell. , Some­
body's going to get him for that.’

“Another Says: ‘Gary thinks we 
worked - his old twelve and fourteen 
hours so long, 'we'll stand for any­
thing.*

How strongly the workers felt on 
this question is seen from the fol­
lowing - testimony of a ^gray-haired 
stationary engineer obtained by the 
Interchurch Commission on.October 
25, ' '’

big business.’’', 
.................. ............ - Fitzpatueb was given a great ova- 

1919. during - the strike,; iiv ’''<’" i when presented by Chairman 
' Bennett, “Mother" Jones leading inYoungstown, Ohio, ', The dedaratio/i 

is especially interesting in vieWj. of 

himself, testifying before the Senate 
Commijtee, confessed that “if we 
should immediately limit hours to 
eight and pay for the eight hours 
the same the men arc noivgetting 
for 10 or 12 hours, every employe 
would favor it."

In plain English this means that 
the workers arc pining for the aboli­
tion of the Two-Shift System, but 
fear to be driven into further de­
gradation and misery.

Lieutenant Walker’s Findings
Interesting, evidence on the reac­

tions of the workers to the 12-Hour 
Day IS presented by Lieutenant 
Walker in his diary;'

“On the first night-shifts I won­
dered if my feelings on the . arrange­
ment of hours were not: solely those 
of a sensitive novice. I’d get used 
to it perhaps. But I found that first- 
helpers,- melters, foremen, ‘old tim­
ers/ and ‘Company men’ were: for 
the ' most part against the long. day. 
They were all looking forwart^ with 
varying degrees of; hope, to the time 
when the daily toll of hours would 
be reduced.”

And .in a recent statement to the 
united church bodies protesting 
against the intolerable ' working 
hours, Walker went, on to say:";

“But the- majority ;were anxious

the fact that it is made by'a skilled 
man.;

“The other day, the boss called 'hie 
and 'told me I was too valuable a 
man not to be wofklng for the Coip- 
pany, that all 'the places were filled 
except mine, and that he wanted me 
to come back. I 'told him I wotild 
think it overt The next day he came 
back again and asked me how much 
was owing on -my house, I told 
"him- it was none of his God damn 
business, ; I toldvliimithat therc-^as 
not a cent owing on my hodse, but if 
there was, my wife and family would 
follow - pie to the street before I 
.would touch any of his dirty money. 
There is money owing on my house, 
but I vyould not 'give 'him the satii- 
factiori" of knowing it, - I would 
rather lose it than go back to work 
before the strike is won, I had! 
relatives in the Revolutionary War,! 
I fought for, the freedom of the 
Philippines' njyself, .and I had three 
lioys fighting for democracy in 
France, One of them is lying in the 
Argonne fofest now. If my boy 
Could give his life fighting for free 
democracy in Europe, I guess 1 can 
stand it, to fight this battle thru to 
the C"'?.. I am going to help my 
fellow - ) '--skmen show Judge Gary 
that hq.^i’t act as if he was a king 
or kaiser and tell them how long 
they have got td work.”

The hatred of the long working 
hours by the mass of unskilled is still 
more bitter, because they arc the 
most overworked and underpaid. 
But on account of the vicious detec­
tive and spy system and the close co- 
operation between these agencies on 
the one hand and: the Department of 
Justice on the -other id campaigns of 
suppression, mUch of this protest is. 
stifled.;

Conclusions of this Article '/■
That Gary’s assertion that the 

workers want ; longer hours borders, 
on jhe grotesque can be seen’ from 
the following picture of the working 
conditions given by the Interchurch 
Commission:
;“Every .sort of .long, hard, hot, 

Gary and Mussolini Pfot to Establish
Fascism Here,. “Railway Qerk” Charges

“Is it a coincidence that Mussolini begins to establish '‘state branches’ 
the Fascist! in this country so soon after.Judge; Gary’s visit to him? 

Let the citizens of the United States beware of the menacing danger of
of

Mussolini agencies; we need no Fascist! in America."
That is the burden of a vigorous editorial in the June issue of “The 

Railway Clerk,” the official organ of ■ the Brotherhood' of Railway and 
Steamship Clerks, etc. - The sditorial^teUs of. the meeting. between Gary 
and Mussolini and the enthusiastic invitation extended to the Italian dicta­
tor by Gary to visit America.

Address

A"

heavy work, from shovelling weighty 
substances into the maws of white- 
hot furnaces or sledging to pieces 
still-hot masses of metal or stag, to 
picking up, putting down or heaving 
or carrying pipes, hot bricks, planks, 
great iron hooks, sheets of metal, 
largely witli an accompaniment of 
grease, noise, sweat, or danger — 
these make up the steel jobs and the 
dirt, grease,, heat, and long hours 
generally increase the lower the job 
IS in the pyramid.”

Besides, the workers fire on to the 
infamous game of the Steel Trust’s 
savage exploitation. They know 
that the capitalists arc simply out to 
strip thenmo.the skeleton. -Turning 
to Lieutenant; Walker’s diary, .we 
find the' following -on this- point: 
“The melter broke Tn again; “It's 
the dollar they: are -after -- the.suck­
ing dollar. - They- say they; are going 
to cut out the ; long turn. I heard- 
they were going to cut out the long 
;turn when I went, to work in the 
mill, as a'kid. I’m.workin’ it, ain’t
If Christi”

Final!}’: the woFikers - also.know full 
}Veil that ''-Gary, and:-his sycophantic 
propagandists haye-for a long time 
manhandled ; the truth-in so far as the 
12-Hour Working Day is "concerned. 
The Steel Trust’s'game: of, hide and 
seek with 'the truth : was exposed by 
the antics of Judge Gafy himself, in 
denying and admitting, within the 
same twenty-four hours, his having 
sent a letter to .Rev. H.;L.’Bowlby 
on the' question of; working hours in­
the mills; 1 This travesty on-truth ’by 
the Steel ; Barons: was thus emphati­
cally stated byiPi E.; Johnson,; head 
of the Research; Department: of the 
Federal ’ Council ofcChurches: in his 
attack on the;book of the Trust’s nO- 
torious'propagandist-Marshal ; Oldsli 
“This volume;; - contains - mutilated 
quotations; - - ;garbled", statistics, and 
falsely reported facts/ - Notwithstnd- 
ing this, the book has apparently 
been 'adopted byithe.U. 'Si Steel ;Corr 
poration as its own defense ;and freer 
ly circulated : by - Chairman:Gary’’■,::
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Cireat Gatheriig
. Starts Very Early

I, (Continued from ‘page .Oner) 
lean working class, hytory,- as the 
first)real attempt to uilite the politicil 
strength of the workers of ' the na­
tion, with a jjhallenge to "the 'com­
mon enemies of labor, the bosses' of 

the demonstration-.' 
"There is no hope for the agricul­

tural or industrial workers who un­
dertake action thru the old political 
parties," he said.

Fitzpatrick-.-then outlined the his­
tory ' of ' the Farmer-Labor ■ Partyi 
showing its activities up to the'eaUJ 
ing of the present gathering.

"Tin! men and women of the work­
ing class,” sc' said, “who have come 
to this gathering ,to do something^ 
real, must feel a sense of pride 'thru 
their participation hue, in represent­
ing their constituency in tMs conven-, 
tion. We must all give’ serious 
thought and consideration to this new' 
situation. We must make bur efforfsi 
as effective as possible in attacking 
this new problem.”, 

I'itzpatrick then argued that the\ 
Farmer-Labor Party understands the 
situation, that it is different from the 
other political parties of the workers. 
He declared that the Farmer-Labor 
Party, was buily along the same prin­
ciples' as the British Labo'r Party, in 
that they were not built on individual 
membership, butwather accepting or-- 
ganizations 'as the units upon which 
to build.

“We arc going to create a political 
power that will make property serve 
the interests of the human family, 
rather than the interests of big busi­
ness." ' j ' ..
Principles 'of Soviet Regime .Are

Applauded'
Pettigrew took up the thread of 

Fitzpatricks argument declaring,that 
the more stolen the property^is, -the; 
more sacred it is.; He urged that' all 
lawyers should ' be disfranchised, 
pointing out that in Soviet Russia, 
'.^cvery man and woman over 20 years 
of; age has the vote jf they are en­
gaged in some useful occupation." 
When the applause had died away, 
Pettigrew continued, “And the law­
yers arc not engaged in any useful 
occupation;”. He said .that lawyers 
are engaged Jn ;applying the present 
to the? past- and letting the future go 
VhcIL

He charged that lawyers constitut- 
jCd two-thirds of the membership lof 
the state legislative bodies, and front 
two-thirds to ;three-fourths of the 
national congress. 'He,showed there 
was not a farmer, nor an industrial 
worker In the constitutionat. conven­
tion -that framed the American con­
stitution. i
. "The only problem before the 
bankcrsj merchants and slave hold­
ers at the constitutional convention 
was to prevent the people having ; a 
voice in :the government. "■ 
.--“The problem now confronting the 
workers; of this country Is to take 
over the •government. Every one. is 
entitled to what he produces. He 
urged thp slogan of ‘All power to the 
worker, and called on the delegates 
to raise|the issue of the class wan de­
claring that all the workers had to­
day was the right to life, slavery and 
the pursuit of a job?’

Ex-Senator Pettigrew, who is the 
author of “Imperial Washington,” 
and who was indicted under the espi­
onage act during the war ^ecause of 
his utterances, declared that the only 
qualification for admission to the La­
bor Party to beiorganizcd here should 
be the doing of some useful labor.

“I wouldn’t buy the railroads," said 
Pettigrew. “I would fake them.’

This declaration was made after 
the ex-senator had the various forms 
of robbery committed by the transp 
portation interests. With a similar 
reference to' the coal mining interests 
he said, “I wouldn’t ‘buy the coal 
mines. I would take them also. I 
would take. the .stolen property away 
from; those who now have it, and if 
tanyone among- them couldn’t work; 
I'd provide ;;them .with an asylum; 
where -they could end ,their useless 
lives." , ,

The delegates cheered again as he 
declared -that, “The Russian const!-; 
itution says that he who; does .not! 
;work, neither; shall he eat.'; You,see,, 
if It was intended that some should, 
do all the work and others all the 
ea^g, ythen some people • would be; 
made allmouths and others all hands., 

“What have -the exploiting iscpuiis 
drels who have been in control of 

;the '■government for /the last 50 yearsJ 
done?” asked Pettigretv/ and ianswer- 
etiby stating that in "this, country, 
three-fifths of all people.who, die after 
reaching 60 years of age, i haven’t 
enough - left to -p^y;,their funeral ex-' 
penses.”

‘'Mother Jones’ ’for; Amalgamation; 
;Another ovation greeted "Mother” 
■Jones. She told of the rise and pas­
sing of the Greenback and the Pop­
ulist Parties, Coming down to ,the 
present, gathering she declared it the 
most important since, the -Revolu­
tionary War.
She told of the great industrial wars, 

at Homestead, ;Pa., In various mining, 
districts ,o£ West Virginia, iniGolora- 
do; and. 'elsewhere.- She told.the-dele* 
■gates' that "’You’ve got the billlot 'but 
you have -never used iti■,She referred 
tc>"'fhe old.'party, politicians ' as "polit­
ical sewerjwts" adding, th^t congress; 
was,made;up of men, who could blow 
;off more 'Steam than ; a locomotive 
could' carry in ten years.

, rEnthusiasm; again, swept the con­
ference when: she said, “Had.all this

'railroad unions been,/.amalgamated,

the- strike last year wouldn’t have 
lasted 24 hours.” 'She also' made a 
seithing attack on those labor offi­
cials who betrayed the workers for 
$10,000 jobs, no. doubt referring to 
Grable, former president of the Rail­
road „ Maintenance;-of W^aymen, 
among others, whi^i'gpt lucrative jobs 
as a result of treason to the workers 
committed during the rail-strike.

“bown, in John^town^Pa.,, once,'' 
shetsaid, “they rasked-me if I was a 
red. I said yest They asked me ifT 
was' a Bolshevik, and I said ‘yes'/' 
andmorc cheers broke spontaneously 
from - the gathering.

This is truly a rank and file gather­
ing. There is.no rusty conservatism, 
on.the mental processes of the indus­
trial workers and working farmers 
gathered here.They are out for some­
thing .big—^ Pedeated Farmer-Labor 
Party that will wage effective com­
bat against the political forces of 
capitalism.

Ohio Miners Demand, 
the. Reinstatemenf

, of Alexander Howat
■ (Special to “The Worker”)
The progressive miners of another 

U, M. W. A. local have added their 
voices to the growing list of miners’ 
unions which arc demanding the re­
instatement of Alexander Howat: to 
membership' 'in that union.

IAt a meeting of more than a 
thousand miners at Adena, Ohio, 
June 21, at which Howat spoke, a 
ringing resolution calling upon the 
International Executive Board to re- 

'instate Howat was adopted.
Needless to state,.the Lewis reac­

tionaries in connivance with the 
lackey^ of the mine operators were 

ion hand /at this meeting attempting 
with the aid of the Sheriffs of Jef- 

iferson and Harrison counties to stop 
IHowat. from speaking. However; 
lafter • a parley at 'which Howat 
{showed bis superiority over the 
;sleuths, sluggers ' and; their abettors, 
iHowat was allowed to pfoceed with 
a speech which lasted two hours and 
jwon overwhelming applause from 
ithe coal , diggers andi put to -shame 
forever his opponents in the audience, 
iThe followiiig resolution was 
Adopted 
bail:

before the miners left the

Resolution
; Ad'ena, Ohio, Jline 21, 1923.
I WHEREAS, we the : miners of 
Adena, Ohio, and vicinity of District 
No. 6, U. M. W. of A., deem it un- 
wise to further delay Sjhe re-instatc- 
tnent of the Kansas miners into the 
U. M. W. of A. again,; and

1 WHEREAS, we know fpr more 
than 24 years Alexander Howat bas 
been . continually lighting the coal: 
operators of this country in behalf of 
the miners, and

j WHEREAS, Alexander Howat 
has suffered incarceration in the 
Kansas jails without a murmur in 
order that the workers of this coun­
try could not become chained to 
their jobs, therefore be it

1RESOLVED, that we (he miners 
of Adena, Ohio, and vicinity,',Dist. 
l(o. 6, U. M. W. of A.1 earnestly re­
quest the Internatioiial Executive 
Board to rc-instate Alexander How- 
at. August Dgrehy'-and - all of-.their 

•associates to membership in the U. 
M. W. of A. again to all rights and 
privileges that they enjoyed prior to 
their expulsion, and be, it further

RESOLVED, that a copy of this 
resolution be sent to "William - Green, 
International Secretary - ' Treasurer, 
Andy Watkins, International Board 
member of District No. 6. the Illinois 
Miner and Workers Chronicle, and 
the Worker, N. Y.

Frank Draminski, 
Chairman of Mass 'Meeting.

Federated Party Is Launched
(Continued from Page Two)' 

he said. “We must have some organ- 
ization thru which we ''.can federate 
our forces, some program^to/show, 
what we stand for, so that Workers^ 
and. Farmers’ : organizations know 
what they are joining when they join 
us. Why don’t the minority.present’ 

‘some better form of,federation if:they 
have 'one.;' An^-talk abdut bolting 
this conference doesn’t apply to the 
Washington Farmer-Labor , Uarty. 
Let'us get busy and ‘put this ,big 
thing over and then ;get to work tp 
carry on ’some real -organization ac­
tivities over the country.-,■

- >"I am not here to find out how I 
■can! differ with, my brothers and, sis- 
:ters. I am here Ito find out.if Iican 
agree with them.” - / 
/Kennedy’s clinching; arguments 
sank deep.; There were; several, ef­
forts made to move the previous'' 
question and end the debate-anil come 
:to a vote. But at this juncture icon-; 
ferences were being -neld -with .ftbe- 
chairman and he recogniZed. Delegate; 
Zuch, of Wisconsin, who imoved{-that 
a. recess 'be taken.-to/ipermit.-fhe. 
Farmer-Labor Party 'delegates-.:; td: 
caucus on /the matter -uijder/discus- 
sionz -JJhis- motion sweiit-theicon- 
ferepce 'unanimously as; .[the clouds 
began toidisappear and the hopes 'for 
unity began to g^t brighter;
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lewis and Agents Framed AssanlNik

Staged at Scranton. Pa., Convention
Detail Story of Lewis’ MinionsV Attack Upon Progressive Minera 
i" Committee’s Organizers Told ,by Eye Witness ,

.By ALFRED WAGENKNECHT
, (Special Correspondent to The Worker) 
'Cognized.as -the last de.-' lion dollars have react,,'Wbat is recognized,as-the last de-j 

fense of a reactionary and autocratic 
labor leader when, confronted by an 
awakening rank and file and by pro­
gressive demands, he see^ his power! 
waning and his' leadership ridiculed, 
Was resorted to by John L. Lewis, 
President of the United Mine Work­
ers' of America this morning (June 
29th). In a violent speech, such as 
any ^ngster would indulge on, except 
that Lewis garnished it with excel­
lent English, he worked up to murder 
hcjit about a hundred of the 400 dele­
gates present at the tri-district con­
vention'of the anthracite coal miners, 
'who then, led by Lewis’ payroll gang 
arid his ’corps-^f sluggers, assaulted 
Mrs. Ida' McCarthy, J. P.- McCarthy 
and Joseph Manley, evicted them 
from the convention hall, subsequent­
ly mobbing Alfred Wagenknecht, 
forcing him to the stage, there to be 
questioned by Lewis,’

Everything was arranged for the 
attack, down to the smallest^dctail. 
For three days the convention had 
marked time. The autocratic attitude 
of Lewis, hl's method of conducting 
the Chair, had irritated the delegates 
the previous session. His -entire de­
meanor was a dare to the delegates 
to take the floor and discuss the rcso- 
lutions being reported upon. He and 
his cohorts came in. late Friday morn­
ing, he, probably liaving taken his 
■time; from the .con vention to complete 
the staging of the riot. The scale 
committee read its report and clause 
two of the report Was being debated 
when a miner, Geo. Evans from Oly­
phant, arose to ask Lewis several, 
questions. These questions were un­
doubtedly put into; Evans’ mouth to 
give Lewis an opportunity to deny 
that he had discussed the anthracite 
.Wage scale at Washington with the 
National Coal Commission. ■

Evans failed to, carry out his part 
of the riot program in his first ten 
minutes: But he delivered in the next 
few. minutes, when after a preface 
which contained much reference to 
poison acid, he pulled a program of 
the Progressive Miners ’ Colrfmittee 
out of bis pocket and pointed his fin­
ger at it. This was Lewis’ cue. He 
jumped for the leaflet, pretended that 
he had never seen one before, per­
used, it, showed it to his henchmen on 
the stage, marked a few passages in 
Itl aud hdldin^ if Id his-haniFhe ask­
ed the indulgence of the; delegates for 
a few minutes, he had something of 
importance to tell them.

A Growl, 40 Minutes Long
; His speech, which lasted forty min­

utes, was a scries of snarls and 
growls. Five times he whipped his 
supporters and sluggers into action 
only to gavel them back Into their 
seats to feed them upon more of his 
vituperation. “This scurrilous docu­
ment -has--been -distributed at this. 
converitiohi’-he 'began. “It is headed: 
Program of the Progressive Interna­
tional Committee of the United Mine 
Workers of America. It contains 
from beginning to end /'villifica- 
tion of your officials and bold, bald, 
barefaced untruths It is printed on 
good paper, at a high cost afid has 
been circulated in every section of the 
United States and Canada. This is 
but one of the many similar docu­
ments which have reached us lately 
asking for your support and money. 
This organization had a convention 
in; Pittsburgh on June 3rd and there; 
passed resolutions which lie and con­
stitute the vaporings of men who 
pose as individuals of supermentalitjT. 
Who are these apostles of hate who 
arise-among you and- ;distribute this 
literature, destroying confidence -ia 
your officers and disrupting your or-; 
ganization?. -

“These industrial , zealots have 
banded." themselves, together into the 
Trade Union Educational League, led 
by ‘Foster, 'Tli'is organization is an. 
.adjunct of the Communist Party, Its' 
■object is to create confusion in the 
United Mine Workers and other 
basic industries. Foster is a memhvr 
of . the Communist Party and, the: 
Communist Party is an adjunct of 
the Communist Party of Russia, The 
purpose of this party in America is 
to seize control of the great unions, to 
:overthrow the, democratic' govern­
ment of,the United-States and to re-. 
’plate;it with a-iwoelbegone govern­
ment as is .found in Russia today. 
Money -has come from Berlin and 
Moscow to enable Foster to organize 
the T/ade.Union. Educational Leagues 
toipropagate , these: principles of de-: 
struefion within the league’ , to publiah 
papers "and literature and employ 
ffeld workers' and'Ofganizers to carry 
■on this work. At; Pittsburgh the Pro­
gressive Miners'.Committee was or- 
ganized as a< ' dual organization jo 
'function within '’the United Mine 
Workers : to assure-its control. Re- 
icords■of the Government, show that 
in the last thirteen months seven mil­
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dollars have reached the United 
States thru international banking ^, 
circles and have 'been disbursed byj 
the executive committee of the Com-^ 
monist Party.

"These agents of Poster’s, singing.'’ 
their song of hate arc being paid by 
this money to stir up the workers. In..- 
this anthracite valley today there are 
four paid Organizers of Foster'^ 
League. . One of them addressed a ' 
meeting last night; and led the men 
to assess themselves 2Sc. each to fur- -> 
ther this unholy cause. (Cries of 
“throw them out” began at this 
point.) These industrial buzzards 
seem always to be present and partic-' 
ularly active at wage scale negoti­
ations. During the strike last year 
they published a paper and distrib­
uted literature in this region. They 
then claimed that our organization 
was being pushed backwards then, 1 
do not know it now. It is such foul, 
lies they disseminate. I warn you;-;; 
against these carrion birds who carry 
ion this propaganda. There is no 
room in the coal industry for the.'f. 
United Mine Workers and the organ­
ization these agents promulgate. Nor 
can those who help or contribute to ., 
the Progressive Miners’ Committee 
remain members of our union. If 
these men are in love with Russia, 
there is nothing to hinder them from 
embarking to that country. We will 
have none of their evil schemes here,' 
Sixteen of them were in Herrin, caus-. 
ing the massacre there.■
! "So I say to McCarthy, and I say j 
to .Manley,- who is the son-in-law of 
Foster, that there is no room in the 
councils' of the United Mine Workers 
for men of your ilk,- and 1 ask the "4 
delegates when they return home to;iv 
warn ' the membership against these .; 
sinister individuals whoymay appear 
before them with their false tongues. 
And I further ask that whereas the 
United Mine workers desire to carry 
on their deliberations without inter-, 
ference. that Manley and McCarthy i.;-, 
remove, their carcasses without the 
door.” 1,

Lewis Incites to Violence
This was the signal for the Lewis’ 

gangsters to get into action. They 
rUsbed to the balcony stairway at thej 
rear of the hall, followed by about 
hundred Lewis supporters. Th^^H 
surrounded JManley, McCarthy a.^H| 
Mrs. McCarthy. Bloyvs rained fast, 
but there were so many in the attack­
ing party, they got in their own way. 
For two blocks down the street the -- 
fighting continued, Mrs. McCarthy, 
Manley and McCarthy receiving sup­
port from many who, realizing the 
unfairness of the attack, and the 
lengths to which the mob spirit will 
carry individuals, attempted to allay , 
the bitter feeling which Lewis’ de­
nunciation had caused.

Some of the gangsters- having re­
turned, they began looking for the 
fourth Foster agent, referred to- by;-; 
Lewis. Wagenknecht had kept his' 
seat among the delegates in. the bal- 
cony, busy making notes of -the - Mi- 
speech. Soon shouts of "there, 
he sits," “throw him out too,’’ 
were heard. Lewis adjourned the

scrambledconvention, 
over chairs,

delegates
a few blows were

struck, Wagenknecht was forced 
down the stairs and to th: stage, 
the attacking delegates saying re­
peatedly that Kennedy, president of . 
district 7, wanted to see him,. Arrived , 
at the Stage, Wagenknecht faced 
Kennedy and asked him whether he, 
dpsired to speak to him, and received" 
a negative reply. Then as an after­
thought Kennedy asked; '‘Are you :•.; 
employed by Foster?” "I am not cm- ;/ 
.ployed by Foster,” answered Wagen- . 
knecht, "however”—at this point ;:/ 
Lewis stepped to the front of the 
stage and said: “What is your .busir ■■ 
ness al this convention?” Wagen- '■ 
knecht answered that he had attendel^^ 
■all sessions taking notes for thO:;? 
Volkszeitung, Freiheit and other s'' 
workers' papers. Shouts -of "the saqjj'Vi 
kind 'ofI dirty sheets," “he organized -;; 
the progressive miners in Wilkes- 
Barre,” “he was sitting and .talking .;!; 

"with Manley,” were heard from the 
Lewis gang. Wagenknecht - answered; 
that .he. certainly had talked with ‘‘J 
Manley and the McCarthies/ that he;; ;1 
knew them and had been with them 'i;j 
for some days, Lewis again inter-,/ 
vupted the continual shouting and,::’: 
cries for blood by stating, “If you:;’s' 
are here to report this convention':;; 
you will sit with the other reporters./ st 
down here. Let him go now, boys,'’;: ;v 
'And thus ended the Lewis’ assault, i'/ 
upon the Trade Union Educational;;;,; 
League..

Lewis is losing local after local,:;;; 
district after district in the miners'/!'/ 
union,’ He came to Scranton red- 
eyed, because bis henchman had lost:;; :; 
in district I;"' 'This cowardly attack, of, ;:?; 
his flashed to every miners’ local by’i/;; 
the Progressive Miners’ Committee:, ,£ 
will be bis suicide. ,'■ /k


