. se-of Amencan Coohe System of Labor
Shows Tj’“ow lZ-Hour Qay Degrades: Workers

’ o By JAY L@VESTONB
Author of “The Goverhment—-STRH(EBREAKER

o Ins the producnon of steel- Amencan capitalism has shown 1t:
| ugliest brutahty, This: mdusttytepxtomlzes the depths of. degra- '
- datioti to’which workers. canr be forced under 'the nile of the em;.
| ploying' class. '
" “The, United States has the largest richest and most: conve- :
mently located deposits of iron ore, copper, lead:and . zinc in: the
| world, and coal for:tifeir reduction.” ‘Besides, “A companson oE

(Contmued on Page Three) e L
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Scotch ‘melter to Walker
win' the " old ¢ountry, a- man
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all. the other big fellers will Have

except

ill
H w Steel Trust Reducee Houz‘s

A early as. 1912 the stockholders‘

of the Steel Corporation voted
‘against the 12.Hour Day in principlé,
‘Oire of the principal demands of the

st¥ikers in 1919 was the abolition of| -
3 ahlft system, So great has|”
°f introduction fLet all 'who toil join “The Worke*r" in its fight on the 12-Hour Day, becuse

he ‘steé] industry brings incre edlgompetmlgn in the - whole |

6

f the leading steel barons at 2 White
‘House ‘Dinnsr. It was at this foyal
nrier that Gary, the Lhief Executive
of the United States Steel Corporas
tion lielded to Harding, the .Ghief
: ive of the United: States Gov-
erhment, and appointed ‘a committes
‘of the American Iton and Sted
Institute to mvestlgate the practic~
: ty of running the whole industry
hree- shxft basis:
many expected, this Commlttee
ipracticable.to introduce
Hour Day at present T his

had  the” brazen. eﬁrontery to

Y
y- that the Stesl Corporation was .
educing thcee, hours from year tor '

ar,” -

As a matter of fact the hours of |

labor in the steel industry have been
[incredsing and incressing - steadily.
111910 the. Blast Furnace men work-
¢d 78.7 hours per week and the Qpen
earth Me: 75.3 hours. In 1919 they
worked §2.1 hours-and 76.4 hours per
¢ek respectively’ on an average
And in its investigation "of .the

Great Steel "Strike the Commission]-

of Inquiry of the Interdhurch World
Movement proved beyond the faint-
est shadow of a doubt that, “In the
past decade: the U,mted States Steel
orporation has increased the per-
ntage ‘of its employes subject to
the 12-Hour Day. ;

This Report 5h0ws that the L.Tmted
States : Burean of Labor Statistics
has found "that.in 57 of the 79 .oc-
cupatiols “of - the steél -industry the

hours of la.bor mcreaséd from

‘ g THE. ‘W
or the abolit:on of the 1 ~Hour Day in the: steelfindustry.

-workday
_¢an a'man do, here? “We work]|”
ours ‘in Scotland, They doi-

) ght hours ifi France, in Italy!.
d Germany--alle the, steel -mills] It

‘to work :t themse}ves—-oo one else'

|in the Italian language.

»
WORKERS MUST DEPEND ON THEIR OWN PRESS ’

. JOSEPH MANLEY, Organirer, 1919 Steel . Strlke, now . Entern Or-
gamzer. Trade Union Edycat onal League~~Not ol é éviry gtéél. workes,
ut. avety: man,. woman #nd child  ‘who. labors, shou support the nttack

‘of “The Worker": on the 12-Hotur Day in ‘the:steel mills, Judge Gaty:got
gis case before thé natiqn thru theé capitalist press.- We must all support our
reds ‘to

the steel mxl s, properly presented to au American workers,
. .

MUSSOLINI AMBASSADOR HERE APPLAUDS GARY )

AMTONIO PRESI, Editor "Alba Nuova,” Italmn Weekly.-—Our
Italian . weekly, “Alba -Nuova"- (The Dawh), ‘is gad to_co-operate
with “The Worker” in its attack on Garys 12-Hour ‘Workers. of
other nationalities will be:interestéd in. knowing that the Itallan Fasclstl
‘ambagsador to.this -countriy, Princé Gelasio ‘Caetani, wasg not -only predént
at the gathering of the Stedl and Iron Institute, at. the ‘Hotél Commodore,
where ' Gary proclaimed the contlfance’ of the 12-Hour Day, but that
he applauded Gary’s remarks and made & spetch of ‘hig own, denouncin
the Communists of the United States, and the Amesican Communist press
‘We have an anti-12-Hour Day broadside in the
cutrént igsue of our paper, containing an open letter addressed to Prince
Caetani. A c¢opy of this “opén letter” has béen mailed to-him at Wash.
mgton, and Italian workers in this country will be véry. much interested
in what kind of a reply he wxll make,
® i

. HARDY SAYS GARY’S STATEMENTS ARE LIES.

GEORGE HARDY Veteran of the International Labor Movement.~ |

%

¥et the fight of labor, for the “right to organize” and the shorter |

growing
~orga' zéd)

duces i wage

in combattmg Gata:yrY 5 6t
of facing ithe heat

ers’ emantzpatton

aniz
Are chieﬂy 'coneerned

g 3 114 i
§ statemient. that the wotrkers’ thémsalves are in’ favor
of the steel trust blast furnaces more than eight houra
eacly day s a lie in the face of the demands made in past struggles. The
right to drganize and the shorter workday is the first step toward work-

a few mmutes up to 14 hours in
1919.as compared. to 1914

‘Show, Gréat Extent of 12-Dour Day

s-I6 a report of the U..S. Depart-

ment of Labor, published May 24,
1922, we are given the latest facts
and ﬂgures about the extent to which

‘the steel workers are enslaved 12
‘houts.

-These figures, md1catmg the
ptoportton of ‘the followmg classes
of “men working on the two-shift
system, are-for the yéar 1920,
" “Blast Furnace men-..._GS%

- Bessetner Mills 759,
Open Hearth Mills---.50%
Puddling Mills 209,
Blooniing Mills.
. Rail Mills

Bar Mills.se-coanaa 509 over
Sheet and Tin Plate -

Under :
Less than 25 pér cent of the steel
workers are allowed to work under
60 -hours 'a week “altho in most in-
dustries 60 hours was regarded as
the ; mastmmm working week” over a
decade ago. Abou,t half of those
working 12 hours a day work seven
days a wecek:
1t has been pointed oit in Bulletin
No. 265, of.the U.’'S. Buréau of
Labor Statistics, that the per cent of
men averaging 12.hours a day in the
steel mdustry is over twice that of
those if the chémical, nearly five

times "of those in the anthracite fields, |-

eight times those in the rubber in-
dustry and almost 25 times thosé
v«orkmg 12 hours a day in the bttgm-
inous coal mines.

Even according to Mr Garys own

lesm}lony. before the Senate Com

-of this pamphlet.
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iIS “UNDERGROUND"” UN-AMERICAN?—-Underground Romance—
-or . Bitter. Necessity 2—~Neithor- "Underground Radxcalxsm" Nor Over-

»POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT from 1920 to 1923 -—Can We Uﬁlize
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mi't'tee, that 69,000 men are employed
12 hours a day, it would follow that
the daily lives of over 550,000 men
and women are affected by the 12
Hour Day. But Mr. Gary gave us
a rather low estimate of 36 per cent
of his employces working 12 hours
8 day. On the basis of a mihimum
of 50 pér cént being subject to the
12-Hour Working Day, it would be

'500,000 mén, women and children ar

7 suﬁenﬂg from all the iniquities af
degradatlons inherent in. this brutalo’

mug workfng day.
What' 12-Hour Day Means toWorker

What is the. 12:Hour Day really
like?  What does it méad to the
worker?

In his diary as a furnace’ workc.
Lieut. Walker gives us the followmg
picture: “It's hot—temiperature, 150
or 160 whett you throw your shovel
ful in—and livel§ work for back an
legs. Fverybody douches " his face
and hands with water to cool off, and.
sits down for 20 ‘minutés. Making
back-wall has affinities with stoking.
only it's hotter while it lasts, The
day is made up of jobs like thesc--
shovelling manganése 'at tap-time,
‘making bottom’, bringing up mud
and dolomite in wheelbarrows for

out of the furnace :

“They vary in arduodsness: ali
would be marked ‘heavy work’ in job
specifications. - They are all ‘hard-
handed” jobs, and some of them done
r.m high heat. Between run intervals

hours.

a spell. Sledging a hard spout, mak-
ifig hot back-wall, knocks a gang out
temporarily—for 15 ‘or 20 minutes:
no man could do these things steadi-
ly. without mterrupnon :

“And none of the spells, it shduld

are under strain for 12 hours. Nérves
and will are the Company’s; the
hnle shlft——\théther the muscles in

1 your hands and fect move or are still.

And the existence of the long day.
| makes po%s:ble unrélieved labor, hard
-and'hot, the whole tnrn of 14 hours 1

1f there is. need for it.”

Sxmﬂar pictures are gnven in fhc
Ad:ar’ es written by American Carne-
| &ie "Steel svorkers. "We:submit: the
following ‘comimeiits extracted from
'these diaries’ -by the Inter-Church
Cotnmission:

“Hours on -mght-shzft begin at
5:307 wotk for 12 hours during the
mght except Saturday, when it is 17
hours, until Sunday noon, with -one
hotr out for breakfast; the following
Monday tcn hours; total from- 5:30
$:30 Monday, 87 hmira,
| the normal- week

: “Thc Carnegxc §teel worker works

fir more acctirate to say that ovér}’

fixing the spout-hauling fallén brick:]

from a few mmutes to two of three
From some of the jobs it is |-
imperative to catch, vour breath fo:

be noticed/are ‘your own time'! You,

ng Worker

1g-her outt,’ ramming out

by ﬂue dust th chccker work at 1op
of stove.
‘tied over. féet and fegs to keep heat

‘of gloves needed, handkcrchlefs tovet
all head except the eyes. Thrée min-
-utes to 10 minutes at a turn are the
limit. for work in the chamber at top
of stove; very hard. to bBreathe” .
Job of Stove Helper: “Learnet’s
‘tender job following, stove: tender!
manipulatés large, clumsy valves, op-

der, atove tendér will break. his stova
and kill himeelf.-Unlegs tremendour
pressure is first ‘blown off’ the opéens
Jng of anoéther valve will -blow the
pendr ‘Into bits. .Hours: day shiit,

"} 10 hours;. night 13 hours.”

This is the way Gary translates hir
Christianity into .the every day lives
‘of the workers, This is Gary's
GOLDEN . RULE for the Steel
‘Workers.. .

. Not all Workers are able to stand
Gary's RULE OF GOLD AND
RUIN. Says the Federated Amer-
ican Engineerihg Societies report:
“In some department of thé iron ani
steel industry 12 hours work has been
found too long for the inen, and it
was customary to have spell hands
to relieve them at intervale”

And Licut, Walker further shows

‘that: “Even the’ strongest of the
c zeeho-Slovaks _Serbs and Croateés,

r‘ b 3 P ity

“substdiitial physical injury.”"
v Mr, Walker went on to say: “An-
Ather feature that impresses when
vou actually work under the system
is the sleep you gét is troubled, at
best. You are compelled to go to
bed one week by day, the next by
night. By about Friday, I found my
body  getting itself adjusted to day
sleép; but the change, of course, was
due again Monday . - . “The body
will adjust itself to continued day-
sleéping, I know: but apparently not
to the weekly shifts, from day sleep
to night sleep, customary in steel”

The investigations made for the
tInited States Public Health 'Service
by such experts as Joseéphine Gold-
mmark and Mary V. Hopkins prove
conclusively that fatigue caused by
overwork is greatly resporsible for
aceidents amdng workers. In their
"nvestigation of the accident records
of an 8- and 10-hour day plant these
experts found that in the 8-hour fac-
tory there were consxderébly fewer
accndents

And in his address delivered May
17, 1912, at the annual banquét of
thet American Iron and Steel Insti-

‘the sécretary of the Welfare Commit-
tee of the Institute, said: “Taking
~f the principal (steel) towns visited
by the Institute, exc¢luding the large
cities, the death rates averaged 19
ner 1000—<asily double of what it
should be and at least one-third more
than the rate of some cit:es of larger
QIZC

" The death rate for the entire reg-
istration area was 14.1 per 1000. For
the same year B.'S>Warren, Surgeon,
and Edgar Sydenstricker, of the U.
S. Public Health Service, found the
following death rates in typical ste"l
towns: .

]ohnstown, Fa

Shénandoah, Pa._..

McKee's ‘Rocks,

Braddock, Pa.,
. Thelr report, Pubhc Health’ Bulletm

No. 76, goes on to say that: “A$ it
&m generally recognized that mortal-

are more or less incomplete, it is sa(e
to say that the rates cited are Tower

statistics would show.”
.In the vear 1916-1917, whllc the. U.
S, Steel Corporation was making a

paid in killed and wounded 80,427.
workers earned in total undmded
Gary’s corporation ‘at the expense of

198,383 ‘disabled, ¢rippled and killed.
“In the decade 1910-1919; according

1 to Bulletin No. 298, of the U. S. Bu-

rean of Tabor Statistics, the steel
wotkers suffered the followmg casu-
alties:  Killed, 3255;  permanently
dlsabled 9,549; tempcranly ‘disabled,
412,837, Thus there we, e a total of
425,686 workers -disabled, . crippled
and killed- in ten years wh:le piling

{up - bililoni of ‘dollirs 'in dividends

and undmded surpluses.

“otfardest |

Large ‘pieces of -.canvar’

from. coming up the legs;. two pairs:

erations if .performed .in wrong~or-

Many Casualties of the 12-Hour DayA

‘tute, Dr. Thomas Darlington, - then|

ity returns in localities of this type-
than .more  thoro and completethalv
net profit of $898,931,511, the workers;

For the period 1913-1919, the steal]
" surplus alone, $2,239,986,569. 84 for.

stir yoursélf,

. At
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Steel workers] This is ybur ﬁght! Get

‘Gran N.
1689 Michi n Ave.. Detro

3 0f work, are abeolmei)

~-poss|bie and I thmk that it tends fo

is going, to ‘Be befter than
v us herel” There is no- hope

For - thein bettering . their conditio
for-they work from the time - the

| whistle -Begins 6 blow in the mor

toit, 3
W York Clty. o ,
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" The Overworked Suffer Most
It is espeeially mteréstmg to nots

the correlation between the actidant

irequéney rates and the. -length . of
working hours. Bulletin No. 289
shows that 20 per cent of the blast
{urnace men,.17 per cent of the opén
hearth meh and¢l2 per cent of those
<mployed in the Bessermer Mills weére

working 84 hours pér week in. 1920,

‘The -nuthber of -accidents is diréctly
lépenﬂent on the léngth of thé works
ing hours and the cothmon laborers
#ho suffér the most from the I12-
Hour Working Day are those who
»ay the highest price in phiysical in-
jurigs, - ‘This truth is thus forcefully
brought home by Mr. ucxda w.
Chaney who directed thi
Ration: . N

“Common labor otcuples in these
nills the same position in reapect to
‘requency of accidents that has béen
doted béfore. The freduency rate 18
2205 cases per 1,000,000 hours’ ex-
posure as against 57.6 cases for mis-
sellaneous  occupations. Thxs un-
fortunate, preeminence of the com-
ihon laborer is found in éach of tha
cause groups in which it was possible
to isolate such workers.” '

The Steel Trust has been working
overtime boidsting of safety- devicés
and welfare work. The emptinass of
theése boasts and the fraud of thid

rnpnganda in: by

te of Pennéylva B

Twhich"shows that of the total number

of accidents the metals and metal-

products industries constituuted 31.78

per cent. Thus the accident rate
among steel workers was exceeded
only by that of the mine afid quar-
ries which were 33.12 per cent of the
quota.

At the hearings of the Senate Com-
mittee, a worker put this situation in
the following light:

THE CHAIRMAN:
are you in?"

MR. COLSON: “The bloom mill
at the steel\ works at Donora, Pa,
and so far
there are concerned, a man has no
chance, because if he ever slips, his
hands are greasy, and thére is no
rail, and théte is no chance for your
life, unless you jump out of the win-
dow and kill yourself.”

Yat, Gary had the gall to tell the
Sénate Committee - that. there was
little hazard and difficulty in the oc-
cupations of the Steel Industry. Be-
fore this Committee Gary spoke of
pushing buttons to open doors as ati
example of the ease characterizing
the labor of a steelworker, but Gary's
own practice of refusing to hire work-
ers after lhey have reached the age
of forty gives the lie to such adver«
tising on his part. “Old age at forty,"
that's’ what it is to the steélworkers-
coining heir blood into fabulous div-
idends for the handful financial lords
and industrial tyrants of Wall Street,

The i2-Hour Day Chains The
Worker To Ignorafice

The effect of fatigue on the inteflect
of the worker is most detrimental.
In “Fatigue and Efficiency” Josephine
Goldmark quotes the followlng from
the Report of the N. Y. State Factory
Inspector:

“Long hours of hard manual labor’
destroy the méntal appente in almost
every instance. The man is unfitted
for readujxg or study—he is physically
tired and his intellect is inactive. The
drain upon his vitality has been con-
tinuous and heavy, and he most needs
sleep in order to récuperate. This
continues mdeﬁmtely;e—each succeed-
ing day being but a repetition of the
former.”

“What mil}

And in his diary, Lxeut ‘Walker,'
Jshowed:

“That the complamt was not so

much that there wasn’'t some bit of [§: -

an evening before you, but that therei

i}ivas no untired time when you weré
good for anything—work—or play.}

When you had sat about for ‘perhiaps;

an hour after supper, you recovered :
enough to crave recreation. ' A movie|

was the very peak to which you coyld:

went-further. I know a young Croat

1 Pittsburgh “who attended - mght

utf
he is, the only ome of: all ‘the’ steel:]
‘workers I met who attempted sucfr
heroism. * And’ he had to stop afte 11

school after the 12-Hour Day.

a-fow wepks."
’I‘cstlfymg before the Senate Co
mittee, Father Kazinski very ably.

the “worker., -

Jinvesti

s safety conditions upl’

shift | ‘sydtem on- the mtellectua] hfe ot
-Said the Tather: °
"We have an Amer:eanmng coursé
in project taking place, and théy have
‘Been  instructed to go: and attend
these night schocls. “They are not
a. very. great success, for the simple

reason that the mén are overwotked,

working from ten to thirteen hours
a duy; &nd they do not feel like going
to the achools: and déprivihg thei
fantilies: of their own company and.
soclety eveni after these hours, these
long hours Sundaye,~— they have
‘none;’ for most of them go off to
work."”

Finally, the Inter-Churéh investia
gators. analyzing the report on work-
ers’ education made by A. H. Wyntan
of the Carnegic Steel Cosmpany .of
Pittsburgh at the 1919 sestlon of the
National Association of Corpo:-atxon
Schools Have shoivn that: .
-“Neiitly fifty per cent of the start-
lingl
of the tens of thousands in the dis<
trict dropped out for . reasons con-
fected with hours.” .

Degradation of Steel Workers

One of the best studies of the in-.
jurious effects of overwork on tha
-intellectual and physical life of th*

| degenerates calling

small group of 341 enrolled out]’

Y« | rig until they are whistled out at's
k- o'¢lock in the evening.”

. Anoth_er Article next week,

’

Koo-Koos Defy New, Sme Law °

That- aggregatron of bxgots and
itself the Ku
Klux Klan, trying to.enforce the ‘in-
sate  criminality~ upon  the United -
States, has opealy come out ih .de-
‘fianice of the law. of the state of New -
York. Thru some method of reas-
oning, comprehensible only to their
perverted. minds, this crew, while
‘professing- to uphold the traditional.
and nacred institutions "of “Amer-
Jcamsm * openly advocates law-break-
ing and the right to organize a
secret, conspiratory society for the’
purpose of imposing their will by
force on the rest of the population.”
A new state law’ requires’ all oath-
:bound organizations to file “their
membership lists with the secratary
of state. The grand chief Hell-Cat
of the Koo-Koeés. hurls defiance at
the state and loudly proclaims hls
lawlessness,
The question that arises in the
minds of Comimunists is: Wil the.
iState 6f New York tolerate this dé-
fiance of will'it throw the Koo-Koos -

4in jail wholesale?

It will be interesting to observe
the action of the state authoritids
when the next night-gown parad¢ bf
theze half-bakes'is “staged.

S8l o
by: Samuel Gom
We oppose all

the A. F.
its opinions on such vital

incide with those of Brother Gom.-
pers and the Executive Council—it is
high time ta object, and we believe
that the readers of this '‘paper will
join us in protest. e

We agree with Walldce \{Vatson,

éditor. of the Bakersfield Labor Jour-
nal:
“Brother Gompers is so proud of
his non-partisan alliance, which has
produced ‘a gack of spuds to the acre’
that he will not tolerate that which
the progréssive Iabqr unions of othet
jcountries have adopted with success.
(With céntral labor counefls all .over
the country and several internatlonals
voting for a labor party, it looks as
though Sam vbere mviting trouble
and disruption . . .

To all of which we give a hearty
amen. Freedom of speech within
the. Ameérican Federation of Labor is
is esgential ag freedom of speéch in
thé coutitty at large. 1f the Seattle
laborites want Russia recognized,
just as the Intérnational Association
of Machinists wanty that government

‘obliged to atly again r
ers with referent:e to the Seattle Central Labor Coun
ual uhion moverents and believe that thru. the American
Federation of Labor alone will the workers be led out ‘'of economic hondage.
We would goLall that we can to promote harmony within the ranks of

But when Brother. Gompers orders ‘a central labor body to renounce
uestions as the recognition of Russia and inde-
pendent politieal action for abor—aunply because thege opmions do not co-

&gmzed. then they should have the
privilége of convincing the remainder
of the labor movement of the wisdom
of their policy. If they think that
our only salvation is thru a labor
party it should be no crime for them
to advocate it. Only by free interplay .
of opinion within our ranks can the
American Federation of Labor be
kept a flexible body—steadily moving
forward. To excommunicate large
sections that hold. heterodox opiniots
means disruption, It means more
adherents for the I. W. W, and other
dual union movements. It means a
weakened Federation. Afid in these
times when the open-shoppers are
preparing a terrific offensive against
the labor movement, we can il afford"
a campaign of heresy-huntihg, - -

»It is far better to lét the radicals
and conservatives clash in contro-
versy, and out of the welter of coh-
flicting opinion will come that residu-
um of truth which all honest meén are
seeking,

YOUR REPLY TO GARY!

“Tens of thousands 'of steel toilers read “The. Worker” last

There were- men who{]

week who. had never seen a copy of the paper before. The free

| distribution of these “Workers” was absolutely necessary to inteér-

est those who labor in the steel milzs, to let them know of the fight
“The Worker” was making in their behalf,

But it is impossible for “The Worker” to continue sending out
this great nymber of copies free each week. The financial burden
is too great, We want the steel toilers to be regullir readers of
“The Worker,” and we want thQse who are now our readers to

help ub get them into the rapldly increasing “Worker” family.

For this reason we are. mathg a special offer, THIS WEEK,

include the wotkers in all industries, every one of whom, as we
have pointed out, is-threatened by the continued rule of the 12-
Hour Day in the Steel Industry. Here is a Sub-Blank all ready to
be cut out and circulated among your fellow-workere

13 YWeeké':for ‘50 Cents
“The Worker,” 799 Broadway, New Yorlt City. -

» -, Enclosed, find $:.._ to-pay for _..... .. subscriptions, as shown
jlow to “The Worker," tor ;5 weeks, This u my reply to Garyo

Y'Subecriptions seq_t by.
Aderegs A

-] bosed the damaging effect of the.

of “The Worker"—15 WEEKS FOR 50 CENTS—and we will




