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ilitant Coal Miners Win
ew Attack

on Miners at 
Pittsburgh
By FRED H. MERRICK 
(Special to “The Worker”) 

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Because he 
ired to present a -petition,for a writ 
» compel the district Attorney to re- 
im the card index files seized in the 
■cent raids on the Labor Lyceum 
ere, the property of the Interna- 
oni Progressive Miners' Coramit- 
e, Thomas Myerscough, ■ secretary- 
■easurer of the. committee, was ar­

es,ted at the court house as a memr 
>er of the Workers Party charged 
rith sedition. Bail was fixed at $10,- 
00. The coal miners as । usual are 
lupporting the fight.

* *■■,♦.
Civil Liberties’ Union Statement.
Thomas Myerscough, Secretary of 

he Progressive Miners’ Committee, 
va^ arrested in Pittsbui gJi, Pa., by 
3epartipcnt of Justice Agent, Henry 
. Lennon, according to information 
ceeived by the American Civil L'h^ 
rties Un on today. Myerscough is 
)e;ng held under $10,000 bail, charg- 
d with viplading„ .the Flynn_ ahti- 
c’d{<i0n''dct.~~' —

“This is. the latest development, of 
he Campaign of terrorization being 
arried on in P^ittsburgh by the De^ 
lartment of Justice against radical 
rganizers,” Robert W. Dunn, asso- 
iate,.director of the Civil Liberties 
Jnion stated today. “The Grand 
iiry. has brought indictments against 
Jiie^df the ten men arrested in the 
ibtorious pre-May' Day raid on the 
Pittsburgh .Labor Lyceum. Their - 
rial twill come up in September, 
ilexander Howat is under a prepos- 
etohs indictment in an, attempt to 
:iij‘his reputation among the work- 
rs.-''’‘ ' •■
.“The.reactionary .powers in w:st- 
^n Pennsylvania seem determined 
cbhailroad all progressive labor men 
:8‘the penitentiary.' Our" civil lib- 
:rties group in Pittsburgh Are tak- 
hg-steps to prevent- further arrests 
if this sort.”

Don't Throw This’ Paper Away
-Pass It on to Your Nnghbor

For a Labor Party!
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Elect Cappellini over Lewis 
Tool in Big Anthracite Field 
by Vote of 27,000 to 14,500

^0llDA|j,>,

By .ALFRED WAGENKNECHT 
(Special to “The Worker”)

Wilkes-Barre, Pa.—The hope of John L. Lewis, president of 
the United Mine Workers, as expressed in the capitalist,press , that, 
the radicals would be snowed under in the District One elections; 
the steady bombardment of the Scranton and Wilkes-Barre 
papers in which the words “Communist," “bolshevik,” “red,” were 
hurled as so much shrapnel at the progressive slate; the slogan of 
the conservatives that “no dago shall rule us,”"peddled in large 
^p^ to the gullible; the scare that immediately the progressives 
were elected a big strike would be called that would have no end; 
manipulation, bribery—all this had no other result except to roll 
up a vote, unofficially estimated as 27,000 to 14,500, in favor of the 
progressive Cappellini slate in the District One elections of the 
United Mine Workers.

Shortage of 
Steel labor 
Is Gary Fake

This week v^e annihilate the frantic 
plea -of Judge Elbert H. Gary- and 
his fellow steel, bandits that, they 
must continue, the 12-Hour Day be,. 
cause of the Shortage of labor. It is 
shown that this Gary-manufactured, 
fake is >merely a brazen lie; seeking 
to draw attention away ftom.-..the 
brutalizing two-shift, 12-Hour Day 
system in the steel industry. Hero 
are the facts:'

■ Economic and political devel­
opments, in the United States 
during the past four years have 
forced- the • question of the for­
mation of a Labor Party, to 
rfight the political battles of the 
industrial workers and farmers, 
into -the forefront as an issue 
before the labor movement.

The V^orkers Party a year„agp« 
declared that the forniatioh 'bf ’a 
Labor Party would be the first 
great step forward by the work­
ers. in this country. Since that 
time the Workers Party has con­
sistently carried on a campaign 
qf, agitation and education for 
the formation of a Labor Party, 
Thru its activities in favor of the

Labor Party, the Worker^ Party 
has won a position of leadership 
as the -exponent of the idea of a 
Labor Party.

fiand 'to ■%«• the agitation' 'ana 
educational work into thejactual 
work of organization. The July 
3d Convention called by the 
Farmer-Labor Party has already 
won sufficient .support so that 
the formation of a Federated 
Farmer-Labor Party seems a 
certainty. Representatives of

We Creel the Miners’ Victory! 
«s»’'’das?a'sa4WtSs?^^^- 

congratulations to the militant miners of ‘^i®
cite coal field, greeting them on their tremendous victory. The telegram 
reads Ss foUows: ..
Rinaldo CappeUim, 14 Chamberlain St., Plamsville, Pa.. ,

Our heartiest congratulations to you and all the mifitant coal diggera 
of District One on the brilliant victory achieved thru tl^ electton of the 
progressive mmers’ ticket over all the forces of reaction. UP°? y®” 
adiSStration rest great responsiffihtics. ^e a" s’je you will live up

' to aU expectations.—Engdahl, Editor, The Worker.

Next Important Task of Workers Party
wfech each of these organizations is

probably over a 
workers will sit-in that conven-
tion, sent there to make a real­
ity of the aspiration of the in­
dustrial workers and farmers for 
a political party that will carry 
on a consistent struggle for the 
industrial worker and farmer 
and against the capitalists.

During the ,two. weeks.: before 
the convention much can stilltie

determination of industrial 
workers and farmers to have a 
political party of their own. The 
Workers Party is exerting all its 
strength along this line, It has 
mobilized its -whole organization

Continued op page Two.)

Plan Foster 
Defense jour 
to the (bast

It is the first sweeping victory of the left bloc, the “insurgents” 
as they are here called, in the mine workers’ union in the United
States. The • entire Cappellini
slate will go into office within a 
month, with the possible excep­
tion of two district executive 
board members-7-Rinaldo Cap­
pellini as president, George 
Isaacs as vice-president, Enoch 
Williams as secretary-treasurer 
and J^ank Shiffka as member 
of:.,thti,Jatejnatip.n4, -executive

'During the year/and a half timt the 
iVorkers Party has been in existence 
thas made great strides forward in 
;ducational work in favor- of its. pel- 
ties. This.has been particularly true 
urmg the last nine months of Party 
fork; ■ --'
In carrying on the work for our 

ade- union policy of amalgamation 
e have won numerous ideological 
ictories : thru securing the endorse-

es Of workers. In the:work of defense 
of - our comrades subjected to perse­
cution we have also been able to win 
thO-support of wide masses of work* 
ers for our right to advocate publicly 
our principles and ideas/j.

Thru the orgamzatiOhs for special
kinds of propaganda—united front or- 
gamzations—in which 'we have par­
ticipated, we h^ve built up a wide 
fbUowing for the particular policies

- As we survey the work of the .past 
nine months, we find that the devel­
opment along this line, that is, the 
support gained by our ideas, our pol­
icies, has been wider than ever be-
fore in the history of our -movement. 
We have actually rallied to the sup­
port of our policies large groups of 
organized, workers.'

The fact that we have thus been 
(Continued on Page Two)

Workers Must Themselves Win 8-Hour Day
xtracts from an editorial in Novy workers for an eight-hour day wfll

Mir, Russian Daily, June 7th

If is mistake to speak of a twelve- 
our day in the steel-industry. We 
iust> speak of DAILY , TWELVE 

HOURS OF HARD LABOR AND 
SLAVERY.-

To. do hard labor the people are 
sentenced for committing certain 
crimes— but what crimes did the steel 
workers commit?, Who sentenced 
thefb to life -slavery in their industry? 

5 They did NOT commit any crime. 
The crime was committed against 
them.'■,
-The. Workers’ press of all languages 

is trying’ to make it possible for the 
steel workers to express their protest 
against the impudence of the steel 
trust which declares that the workers 
themselves want, to work twelve 
hours a day. . Since: the last steel 
strike The conditions have changed; 
the war is over and the masses are 
sober again.:

They understand now that they 
were fooled. The new : free and happy 
life which they^ere promised for 
tbeir sacrifices ’Turing the war has 
not beea realized.'
''Now the demands: of the steel

find support among the broad njaSMS 
of the people. Even the bourgeois 
press condemns the declarations of 
the steel trust. It is clear, however,- 
that the agitation of the botirgeois 
press for an eight-hour day in th® 
steel industry is not being conducted 
because of their love for the steel 
workers. Everybody remembers that
the same press turned against the 
steel workers in 1919 when . they 
fought for an eight-hour day.

But the steel workers are not in­
terested in the sincerity of the yellow 
press. ' For them the important fact 
is that the steel trust has not the 
support it Ijad in 1919.

I^esident Harding is ready to use 
his Influence in order to bring about 
some compromise — the Federal 
Church Council has declared it is 
against the eight-hour day.

But the -steel workers themselves

have not responded as yet. Every­
body can see their opinion, but this 
opinion has not yet found expression. 
Not. to speak now would mean to 
commit a crime against the workers’
interests. The steel workers MUST 
respond to the call of their news­
papers and express themje'.ves, not 
only about the eight-hour day but 
also ■ about other labor conditions in 
the steel industry in general.

The -workers cannot and must not 
believe'that the bourgeois press and' 
the promises of the bourgeois church 
will get-for them the, eight-hour day. 
THE WORKERS THEMSELVES 
MUST GET-IT.

But -how this should be done—the^ 
discussion- of this question in the 
workers’ press will show how. Write 
to us about your opinion —^whether 
you want an eight-hour day and how 
you think it can-be realized.

Following his recently finished 
successful tour of the principal east­
ern cities, arrangements have been 
made whereby William Z. Foster 
will make a tour of the West and 
Northwest for 'the Labor Defense 
Council.

While details Mthe tout hayemot 
yet been completed, the Labor De­
fense Council national office has an­
nounced that 17 defense meetings 
are proposed.

Cities^ in which- mass meetings are 
being arranged are: Belleville, (H.; 
St. Louis, Mo.; Kansas City, Mo.; 
Omaha; Denver; Hanna, Wyo.; Salt 
Lake City; Los Angeles; San Fran­
cisco; Oakland; Tacoma: Seattle; 
(.Astoria, Ore.; Portland, Ore,; Spo­
kane: Butte; St. Paul; -Minneapolis, 
and Milwaukee. The tour will begin 
early in September.

Tf the eastern tour is any criterion 
of the continuing interest of the la­
bor movement in the Michigan de­
fense and the popularity of Foster 
with the Workers of this country, the 
western tour will be a tremendous 
success. In his meetings in the East, 
Foster was greeted by great and en­
thusiastic crowds which added con­
siderably to the financial support of 
the Michigan defense.
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ias above, your subscription expires 
with this issue.' Watch your ex- 
piration number. Renew your sub­
scription before it expires.

The election was the hottest 
ever held by the miners here. 
The conservative districts, con­
trolled by the mine owners thru their 
burgess (mayor) and prieSts, could 
not be impregnated with progressive 
propaganda. On the other hand, 
Brennan and his army of organizers 
did not dare enters the "insurgmt” 
territOfy for lear of a sOund 'bSating. 
The coal companies were for Brm- 
nan, and that settled Brennan among 
the progressives.

Much credit for the victory is due 
to the inexhaustible energy of the 
militants in District One; The cam­
paigning of Cappellini, who made 
three to four speeches every night 
was augmented by the four progres­
sive miners’ conferences^ hsW, at 
which c6UnSel and instructions- were 
given as to campaign and election 
tactics, and, just as important—how 
to assure a full and honest count of 
the vote.
z The militants were on the job on 

election day. Let us cite two in­
stances. A six foot Russian miner, 
scoffing at the excuse that he could 
not speak' English, Visually given by 
the less courageous, answered that it 
was not necessary to speak English 
ip &rder to count votes, that any­
body could count. And he did. He 
topic charge of six miners’ locals in 
the conservatives’ territory, and se­
cured an honest coupt, a majority for 
the Cappellini slate.

A Polish miner, after attempts to 
bribe him had failed, reinforced by 
fifteen progressives of his local un­
ion, besieged the tellers all night, 
challenged the police to evict them, 
gave the tellers to understand that 
their lives were at stake if the vote 
was manipulated, and secured a two 
to one vote - for Cappellini as a re­
sult. However, in many local, un­
ions, where we as yet have no mili­
tants, the vote, of the entire union, 
sometimes 1,500 strong,'.was thrown 
to Brennan, despite' the fact that in. 
instances the Majority sentiment and 
vote was for the progresivp slate.

And now comes the -second baj(lo- 
—the fight to keep what .has been 
won. Here the militants must again 
do double duty. Already the : reac­
tionary forces arc making charges, 
*uch as are intended to challenge -the 
vote of those locals which, voted 
solidly for the progressive slate. The 
Lewis-Brennan forces assert -that the 
vote cast by various locals will' be 
“scrutinized.”..

It may be depended upon,.that no 
tricks of the reactionary trade will 
be left untried, in .order to declare

the election illegal. We do not not 
doubt but what at this very minute, 
while the district tellers are officially 
tabulating the' -vote, Lewis and Bren­
nan have their heads together figur­
ing ou| some crooked move.

The final decision rests with the 
district convention to be held July 
16. To all progressives this.capimean 
buvope-thing—that an„ovgrwbelming 
tii^jority^ti^"''lJ^bg#?ssn':^'"musf‘'be 
elected 'delegates to -the district con­
vention. Only by, winning the dis­
trict convention can the victory be 
made permanent.

And the victory must be made pc^ 
manent, for therein lies our best op­
portunity to propagate the progres­
sive minefs’ program, to educate the 
rank and file (tho this is a herculean 
job, considering the dozen languages 
the miners speak) and to give the 
“insurgent” movement in this terri­
tory a basis in principle. Leaders 
may come and go, but a well ground­
ed rank and file will hold the fort 
forever.-

Even Cappellini understands this, 
for at a recent meeting he said: “If 
I ever go wrong, brothers, I Hope 
you’ll kick me out so quick, TH be 
burned to a crisp in flying thru^the 
hir.” ’■

Let this then be a call to every 
American, German, Hqngarian, Ital­
ian, Lithuanian, Ukrainian, Polish, 
Russian, Welsh and Irish militant in 
District - One of the United Mine 
Workers, for another month of in­
tense activity. The victory scored 
must not be turned into defeat. The 
district convention of July 16 must 
be progressive by a safe majority.

TEN WORKERSSHOULD READ 
THIS COPY OF THE WORKER; 
KEEP IT IN CIRCULATION

By JAY LOVESTONE.
Author “The Government—Strike* 

breaker”
With blaring bands the Bat­

ons of the Satrapy of Steel have 
advertised the so-called “labor 
shortage” far and wide to thwart 
the growing opposition to the 
12-Hour Hell Shift System.

Said the May 25, 1923, Report 
of Gary’s American. Iron and. 
Steel Institute; «•
Si,..“Butrit- would he impossible, un-, 
’^defce5ristinB'’jttf««K£ie*ib;i:te'ob€^ 

sufficient number of men tp oper­
ate the plants on h three-shift 
basis up to a capacity which would 
supply the present necessities of 
the purchasing 'public. There are 
not now, under a two-shift prac­
tice at the furnaces, enough men 
to meet the demand for iron and 

. steel.”
Here we have the fraudulent • 

game of the Steel Trust in a nut­
shell. When there is depression, 
there is a shortage of money, and 
the poor Steel magnates can’t 
afford to pay for the 8-Hour. 
Day. When there is prosperity, 
big profits, .then there'is a short­
age of labor, and the 8-Hour 
Day is’ again impossible.:

The proof of the pudding is 
in the seating. Likewise, the proof 
that the Steel Trust is waging,^, 
a campaign of lies and misrepre-g 
sentation to perpetuate the 12-Hour 
Day is found in its words and deeds, 
lit 19.12 the Stockholders of the U. S. 
Steel Corporation indorsed, in prin­
ciple, the abolition of the 12-Hour 
Day. Since then, the Lords of Steel 
have swung from one excuse to an­
other to stop the movement for the 
8-H6ur Day.i

But what are the facts? Is there 
today a great labor-shortage To war-

(Continued on Page Three)

All l^abor Is Threatened
By CLARISSA S. WARE

The. -“Twelve-Hour Day” slogan
Investigator fpr "The Worker”

of the United States Steel Corpora­
tion is a. challenge to all Workers. 
The miners and railroad . ■workers 
cannot ignore the stand Of the Steel 
Corporation against the workers in 
the steel, industry.-

An. Employer of Rail Labors'
. Today Hie steel trust is not merely 
the operator of steel mills and the 
employer of steel workers.
. Today the U. S, Steel Corporation 

is OPERATING 1,484 locomotives 
and 64,144. cars over a road bed of 
3,761 miles; a distance greater than 
from Hew York City to Los Angelas, 
Calif. Can the railroad workers ig­
nore the chaUenge?

It Digs Coal and Iron
Who is digging the 21,778,179 tons 

of iron ore which -the United States 
Steel- Coloration mines annuaUy, or 
the 23,293,471 tons of coal which 
com« from-, the mines owned.by the 
steel trusts - The labor policy of the 
Steel octopus is behind the mine op-

♦

erators in their vicious anti-union 
attacks upon the miners. The 
Twelve-Hour Day- for - the -steel 
workers is a challenge toz labor of 
the mines, railroads, and mills, to all 
labor—organized and unorganized.

Workers Give $68,691,127
The policy of the Steel Corporation 

to sell stock to its employes has sue? 
ceeded to the tune of $68,691,127 -in
the last five : 
shares of stock

jr^ars. Over 760,000 
have been purchased

Friday, June 22, 8 p. inAttend This AntiFight This at Webster Hall Sigman,. Hillman, Minor,

by employes. The workers who have 
fallen for the dollar dividend are to­
day facing the ugly fact that :THEY 
are financing the twelve-hour day 
anti-labor policy of the steel trust. 
They have been made the tools of 
the octopus. It shoflld be fl lesson 
to the workers in the other industries 
that are offering stock to the em­
ployes, that there edi ibe no partner­
ship between capital and labcSr. La-, 
bort must organizes along this darnel- 
industrial lines as the steel corpora-' 
lion. When the workers on the rail­
roads, in the mines and in the mill#, 
are organized industrially and polit­
ically they can give the final answer' 
to the Steel trust—until then the oc­
topus of steel will stretch out its 
tentacles farther and farther, tight­
ening its grip on the throats of th$ 
entire working class.,
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<“We WMt the 8-Hour Day!” Steel Slaved Write oh Walls in Chalk at Girard, Ohio, Gary Plant;
Ec^tor, “THE WORKER”:— -You ask me for a letter on the 12«Hour Day. I do not work for the U. S. Steel Trust, altho two of their large plants are close to this town. Some few 

months ago I worked for them for about six weeks in their McDonald Plant, which is a merchant steel bar miU. They fired me as soon as their intelligence bureau fou nd out who I was. THE 
PLANT AT McDonald is seething with discontent AGAINST THE i2-H0UR DAY. AND ALL OVER THE PLANT THE SLAVES HAVE WRITTEN IN CHALK—“WE WANT 
THE EIGHT-HOUR DAY!”—W. J., Girard, Ohio. z ,

’ake Plea of "Labor Shortage’’ Is Only 
Irazen Lie io Hide Brutal, Dehumanizing 
Dwo-Shift System in Gary’s Steel Industry

^Continued front Fags One) 
int the contention of the Steel 
Committee? Does the history of the 
ted Trust, afford even a. single in- 
tance of the slightest effort at the 
bohtion of the 12-Hour Day? Why 
5 the so-called labor-shortage a par- 
icularly aggravated problem to the 
ited Corporation? .Finally, would 
he extent of the need ‘for 'an -in- 
teased number of workers be great 
nough to warrant the Sleet Com- 

jiittee's coritentiOn that the new 
workers cannot be found?
Analyzing So-called ’Labor Shortage 
I The existence of a great number 
If unemployed, constituting Gn in- 
lustrial reserve army, is an inherent 
eature of the capitalist system of 
Iroduction aqd exchange.
I Even in the best times, in the hey- 
lays of prosperity, there arc hun- 
Ireds of thousands of.men able and 
Inxious to work but unable to do so, 
kcause the owners of the mills and 
nines and factofics . will not give 
pern "a chance to. Today, with the 
Breat Depression of 1921 over, the 
jnnv of the unemployed is far 
jmaller^ than the six’ millions out of 
rork eighteen months ago. iThe ex- 
jet number , of unemployed today, has 
jot been ascertained by any Govern- 
nent -Bureau. Perhaps 'there are,' 
pday, even less workers out of jobs, 
pan in tlie average days of ordinary 
ppifalist normalcy. That is why the 
jmployers are howling .so much 
pout a labor-shortage. The big 
josses, today do not have a sufficient- 
L big reserve army to enable them 
p lower or to keep stagnant the liv- 
ng and working standards as mudi 
Kthey would like to?
j-For instance, the last Annual Rc^ 
|ort of the .Secretaryiof Labor, .Da­
lis, showed that in 240 cities of.^ 
pmbined population -of 35,430,910 
nerc Here 2,301,588 unemployed 
rage earners. Mr. Davis admitted 
pat his estimate ofthe number of 
ncmployed was very incomplete and 
pat the number out of work ip tlie 
[hole country was mudi greater. 
Ince- ".tticn, ' at least- 250,000 were 
nded to the total number of cm- 
loyablj eworkers thru immigration
Thus even tlie most sanguine cap- 

plist optimist cannot reasonably 
[intend that all of the million work- 
rs, still unemployed on June 30, 
022. .have been absorbed in the 
ecent'industrial revival.
The huge standing industrial re- 

erve army has not been reduced as 
puch as.the employing class would 
ave us believe. An analysis of the 
gurcs presented by the Illinois De- 
artment of Labor tin its^ Employ- 
pent Bulletin of April, 1923, shows 
pat .on the average, for jthe period 
pnuary-April, 1923, inclusive, there 
[ere 104.47 persons registered as ap- 
picants for every hundred jobs open 
k common labor. . Furthermore, the 
few. York State Industrial Commis- 
loncr. in his Report, ending May, 
923, showed that factory employ- 
lent is only IS per cent higher than 
‘■was'a year. ago. ■,>
i.Besides,, whatever. ‘'labor-shortage” 
here may have existed for a few. 
lonths, is now steadily disappearing, 
‘heisame New York Report, speak- 
ig of the extent of employment, 
oints out that “decreases were re- 
orted in nearly itwo-thirds of the. 
lanufacturing industries of the State, 
lost 0^ the increases were very

Congratulations from Troy, N* Y
—»■ .............. ’..................................................... .............................................. ... ...........

I am enclosing $2 to help spread “THE WORKER” hi its campaign 
against the 12-Hour Day. We are conducting an organization campaign of 
our own here. We have 15,000 shirt and collar workers here and the Troy 
Local of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers is firmly established and id 
conducting this campaign. . I feel confident that l am expressing the opinion 
of the organized shirt and collar workers of Troy, if 1 congratulate you on 
your 'noble fight against Judge Gary. . I hope that these $2 will help you to 
send a few more copies of “THE WORKER” into the Gary stronghold.- 
I wish you every success in your revolutionary work.—S. G., Troy, N. Y..

slight, or were due to seasonal influ­
ences.”- "■i
-Gommcnting on this Report the 
New York ;Timcs of June IS, 1923, 
Said: “Unless the signs of the times 
are misleading, the industries of the 
yoOntry as A whole -will not long be 
suffering from a labor-shortage.” It 
is especially; enlightening to note that, 
according to a report of June 2d on 
the steel- industry in thq.Pittsburgh 
District, the only important existing 
shortage of help is manifested in the 
need of skilled hands, engaged in 
the cutting and; threading depart­
ments of the pipe and wire lines. A 
New York Times; Pittsburgh dis­
patch, discussing this condition, said 
on June 3, 1923; “In most cases there 
is ample supply: of help.”

Further proof of the fact that the 
sizc-of the Unemployed army is again 
on the climb is given in the follow­
ing from the recent reply of Gom- 
pers.to Gary. “Only the other day 
■20,00.0 men applied for work on the 
Steamer Leviathan, when only 1,100 
were needed: A few days ago 2,000 
men and women stood in line, some 
of them all night, at the District 
Building, Washington, D. C., to 
make application- - in answer to a 
notice that a few laborers and char­
women were needed.”i

Shameful Record of Steel Trust
But ice will sooner catch fire than 

the Steel Barons will voluntarily grant 
the 8-Hour Day. .The whole history 
of, the exploits of Gary and his 
henchmen dismisses even the faintest 
hope of the most hopeful. In their 
statement of June 6, 1923, the Fede­
ral Council of Churches, and the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis- declared:"

“The pica that a shortage of labor 
make impracticable the change from 
two to three shifts of workingmen, 
affords but a meagre defense. The 
shortage of labor was not the reason 
for the failure to abolish the long 
-day two years ago when the public 
waited-expectantly  - for such a step 
on the part of the U. S. Steel Cor­
poration. At -that,- time there was 
appalling unemployment which could 
have been in large measure relieved 
in.:ste^l manufacturing- districts by 
introducing the three-shift system in 
ithe steel-industry.”'

For the sake of argument let us, 
for a .moment, .accept the statement 

‘of the 'American Iron and Steel In­
stitute' that the introduction of the 
8-Hour Day would . entail the em­
ployment of an ; -additional -60,000 
;mcn. Here the Steel Corporation 
must answer this question; Why did 
it resist with assault and battery thp 
demands of the thousands of steel 
workers for^an 8-Hour Day during 
the -Great Strike of 1919 wheii it 
could easily have had an additional 
working force of thrice that number? 
And why was Golden Rule Gary 
silentyabodt the 8-Hour, Day a little 
over a year ago when 6,000,000 work­

An Order for 1,000 Copies!
The Franco-Belgian Propaganda Club, of Lawrence, Mass., 

ias ;come to the front with a check for $30.00 to pay for 1,000 
lopies of “THE WORKER” to-be sent into some steel strike 
;one to help strengthen the foejees of the ^tael worker^ against 
he 12-Hour Day..;We. have written the comrades at Lawrence;

ass., as follows:
New York City, N. Y., June 18, '1923.

ienry Victor,--Secretary,•
L’Union Franco-pelge, 

Lawrence, Mass. ;
iDear Comrade:—On behalf of the oppressed workers in the 

teel industrytl wish to congratulate the members of the L’Union 
Franco-Beige on their very substantial contribution to the fund 
©spread “THE WORKER,” containing the exposures of Gary’s 
.2-HQur Day among the exploited toilervof the steel mills. This 
sthe kind of solidarity that will make it possible to unionize 
he steel industry. ' Other workers will be inspired by your illus- 
Tious example to similar deeds. Best wishes, ■

Yours for the Cause,
J. LOUIS ENGDAHL, Editor, “The Worker.” 

Send in your reply on the following blank: , ^

TO HELP FIGHT THE 12-HOUR DAY
Editor, "The Worker,”
/.i:: 799 Broadway. New York City. :

Enclosed find 8— _ —.u—.._ to 'send _______-—.A copies ofi “The
Worker,” at three 'cents per copy, during its fight against the 12-hour 
day, to steel workers, suffering under the ;brutal lash of the Steel Trust. 
I (realize that the “open shop” in the steel industry is a- threat to the 
o^aiuzed /workers in aU: industries. I, therefore, want to help.' 
(Name.     ----- ;----- —  —----- ----------—i- ------------
Address -------------------- ------------------------------------------------ •-----------

ers were walking, the streets out of 
work and out of hope? ’-

However, when there was a terrific 
overflow in the labor market Gary 
did.not stop atisilcnce. In the period 
of 1920-1921 - when the Steel Trust 
could, without any difficulty wliatso- 
:(;vcr; have introduced the 8-Hour 
Day, it discharged 67,000 men, and 
continued the ten, twelve, and four­
teen hour shifts.' In 1920 the average 
number employed by the U. S. Steel 
Corporation was 200,991. In 1921 the 
average was 133,663;

Indeed, all thjs bombast about a 
labor-shortage making the introduc­
tion of the 8-Hour Day impossible 
•would really be just so much comics 
and buffoonery were this condition 
not so tragic for the workers. This- 
situatibn is well summed up-in the 
following sfatcment of the"" .Inter- 
church World Movement Report:

“For example, W. B. Dicksor,. 
Chairman and Vice-President of the 
Cambria-Midvale and former direc­
tor of the U., S. Steel Corporation, 
in an address in ; 19^ to a* scientific 
body, spoke of the 1 spectacle Mr. 
Gary as Chairman of a Committee 
to- relieve the unemployment (in 
1916 in New York); when 'the large 
proportion of his men were working 
twelve hours a day, and are- still do­
ing so.’ ’’i
Degrading Conditions Drive Work­

ers Away from the Steel Mills 
Yet, \<hy is the steel industry the 

first and the worst to feel the pincli 
of a so-called labor-shortage? The 
ianswer to this question is -just this? 
Tlie terribly .long working hours and 
tow.pay .drive the workers away: An 
examination of the prevailing condi­
tions in the manufacture of steel 
gives overwhelming proof of this.

Testifying before the Senate Com­
mittee, in 1919, the- Steel magnates 
admitted that one of the reasons why 
their industry facai i a labor-short­
age was, “because' you can't get 
Americans to work the 12-Hour 
Day.” / '‘

Then the wages.\ The starvation 
wages paid by the Steel Trust drives 
the workers away cveq further from 
the mills. Comparing, steel wages 
witli those prevailing for common 
labor in other industries, the New 
York Journal of Commerce said: 
“Even ditch diggers of the railways 
are receiving 41 cents per hour.’' The 
average wage paid today,to common 
labor is 55 cents an libur—-or 1-5 cents 
per hour more than that paid to the 
steel worker. And yet G^ry and his 
crew who arc used tp millions of, 
dollars in dividends arc condemning 
the workers for refusing to run after 
a forty-cents-an-hour job in the in­
fernal steel mills.

According to the April, 1923, Em­
ploymint Bulletin of the Illinois De­
partment of Labor the average weekly 
wage m the iron and steel industry 
during April -was $27.61. A magnifi­
cent sum for a family to live onl 
Nor should anyone be stunned with 
terrific amazement at the menac5ng 
height to which the steel wage has 
climbed! This av^age wage includes 
the salaries paid, skilled and respond 
sible men as.well as.leaders and com­
mon labor.
The Eight-Hour - Day Plants Have.

Plenty of Workers'
Again, not even Gary and bis Com­

mittee, so highly gifted with invent­
ive genius, can find ' a shred of cvid-' 
once to disprove the fact that not a 
single steel plant working on a three- 
shift plan is experiencing the least 
bit of labor-shortage. Wc need but 
cite the experiences of the Republic 
Iron and Steel Ca.,.lhe International 
Harvester Co., ; the Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube Co., and the Colo­
rado Fuel and Iron Co:

From a letter sent by J. F. Wel­
born; President ; bf the Colorado 
Fuel and Iron Co., to the Federal 
Council 'bf lurches we learn that;

“A factbr of added interest is the 
fact that with almost capacity opera­
tions at our steel plants during the; 
last few months and employing over: 
6000 men, we have experienced no 
shortage of labor.; Ouri operating 
officials have frequently expressed 
the belief that this . condition is due/ 
in large part atileast. to adoption of 
the eight-hour /shift;"

Also, in a statement, issued by tlie 
American Association- for Labor 
Legislation on June 15, 1923, wc find 
that:. .. ■.;■

“According to the report from 
Youngstown, the steel companies 
have been able to secure the addition­
al men needed for the.3-shift plan.” 

: It is:a- fact andean incontrovertible

Gary’s Fifth Ave., N. Y., Mansion and ths Steel Workers’ Shack ,

To" the left is a sketch of one of Elbert 
H. Gary’s many mansions. It is located at 
856 'Fifth Ave., Nevz York City. He has 
others elsewhere.' Note the trees. There 
am no trees, no grass around the steel 
workers’ shack below. Only; the .smoke 
stacks of the steel mills can be seen in; the 
back^ound. The 12-Hour Day helps build 
beaunful homes for Mr."Gary. Evidently, 
the steer profiteer feels that; the steel work­
ers have: so little . time to spend at home, 
that they do not need a place of any conse­
quence : in which to live. What do the ^teel 
workers think about it? They are showing 
what they think thru the jcesponse to [the 
anti-12-Hour Day Campii^ being waged 
by "The Worker,” that is a step toward 
ending the • social' system that builds man­
sions for the rich and hovels for the poof.

fact that it is only on the basis ol 
40 cents an hour and Twelve Hours 
a day that the Steel Trust is at all 
confronted with a labor shortage.

Finally, Jet us turn to the Report 
of the Fejleratcd American Engin­
eering Societies on this question. 
Said tlie engineers in their Report 
entitled “The Twelve Hour Shift jn 
Industry”:

"The plants which have adopted 
the three-shift system and are pay­
ing wages a little lower than are paid 
at corresponding plants working 
twelve-hour shifts have "sufficient la­
bor, both skilled and unskilled."

..Rip Veil, off -Gary’s .Committee - 
' '’What* is “laorei ’'the ’" findings "df 
every expert survey give the lie to 
Gary’s cry of a labor-shortage. Thus 
said the Interc’hurcli Worlil Move­
ment Report:

“But the decisive factor, setting 
aside all consideration of the. moral 
questions involved in the Twelve 
Hour Day and _ in suggestions of 
flooding the steel industry vrith 
Balkan immigration or Coolie labor, 
lies in this consideration which, ac­
cording to engineers, disposes of the 
labor shortage argument against the 
Eight-Hour Day; the steel require­
ments of the industry could be met 
by -utilizing all the first class iniichin- 
ery, scrapping the rest, and distribut­
ing the work thruout the available 
labor supply and thruout the year 
on a three shift Eight Hour basis.

.“Engineers’ findings are: that the 
steel industry being run for the mak­
ing of profit and not primarily for 
the making of sfecl as the country 
needs it. favors (a) spells of idleness 
during wh|cli the country and the 
steel workers pay for idle machinery.
and later (b) spurts of 
liigh speed labor."

And in his letter to 
Council of Churches, 
Welborn showed that:.

long hours,

the Federal 
Pres. J. F.

/“The trend cf production per man 
hour, with unimportant exceptions, 
has been upward since the adoption 
of the Eight-Hour Day; and m 
every department of our steel manu­
facturing operations, from the blast 
furnace to the wire jnill, «.our 
production per man hoU'r is now 
greater than it was when all of these 
activities '-were operating on . the 
twelve hour shift.”

It is. plain \hat Gary's assertion 
that the .Eight-Hour Shift would en­
tail the employment of 60,000 addi­
tional workers won’t hold water. The 
increased efficiency and production 
brought on by the Eight-Hour Work 
Day system cuts, down considerably, 
the estimated' labor shortage of 
Gary’s Committee. This is still more 
clearly established • by the following 
expert opinion on 'the effects on pro­
duction of the' Eight and Twelve- 
Hour Shifts.

Speaking of i the Twelve-Hour 
Sfiift, Lieutenant Charles Rumford 
Walker said in. Iris diary: "■ ,

"Another kind of -inefficiency that 
flowed quite naturally from excessive 
hours was 'absenteeism’, and a high, 
turnover of labor.; Men kept 'at the 
job so long; as they,could stick" to it, 
and then relaxed into latwo or three 
weeks’, drunk. Or they quit the com-, 
pany and moved to another, mill for 
the sake of change, and a break in. 

^he drudgery. I retnember an Aus­
trian with whom I worked, in the 
'pit’, who said he was- going to get 
drunk in Pittsburgh, go to the mov­
ies :and move to Johnstown the fol- 
loiving Monday. - He had been on the 
job three weeks. New faces appear­
ed on the gangs constantly, and drop­
ped out as quickly. I achieved my 
promotion from common labor in the 
pit to the floor of the furnace by sub­
stituting on a 24-hour shift, when ab-

To Judge Elbert Gary
By ELLA G. WOLFE

You are sleek and elegant and strong, 
And we have made you so;
Your strength you’ve used against us 
For many years, too long.
Now you are righteous and detest the wrong.

“Detest the rising disillusioned mass. 
Detest our aims, our thoughts, our lives. 
For our toil and weary years of hope 
You give contempt and scorn and ^prison walls. 
Our work: for you is donel
Niw -visions rise—new battle We shall maker-.- 
And all this weary wretched life shall fall, 
A better, brighter day shall rise for all;
Turn—and see the writing on the wall!

sentees were apt to be numerous, 
and jt is hard fully to man the fur­
naces. The company kept a large 
number of extra men on its pay roll 
because of the number of absentees, 
and the turn-over percentage ran 
high.”

Now turning to an abstract of an 
address delivered on December 3, 
1920, by Prof. Horace B. Drury, 
formerly of' the Economic Depart­
ment of the Ohio State University, 
before a joint meeting of the Taylor 
Society, the Metropolitan and 
Management Sections of the Amer­
ican Society df Mechanical Engin­
eers and the New York Section of 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers we find that:

“By taking care, some manufac­
turers going on Eight Hours have 
been able to reduce the force of men 
10 per cent; some more. Others 
have found that their rollingranill 
output has gone up well toward 20 
per cent or even more.”

And in answer to Gary’s latest 
lounge into excuses for continuing 
the Twelve-Hour Day, Dr. Mortimer 
E. Coolev. President of the Ameri­
can Federated Engineering Societies, 
said:)

“In practically every major con­
tinuous industry, there are plants 
which have increased the- quantity of 
production per man as much as 25 
per cent. In a few exceptional cases 
the increase has been much larger. 
Evidence shows also an improvement 
in quality of production following 
the reduction in the length of shifts.”

Thia Week’s Summary
The cry of a “labor shortage" be­

ing responsible -■fol 'the-xontinuance 
of the Twelve-Hour Day is just an­
other lie on the -part, of the steel 
trust in its campaign- to thwart the 
growing demand' for the 8-Hour Day, 

In times of /depression the steel: 
barons' oppose the -.Eight-Hour:-Day 
because there is a sliortage of money. 
In times of prosperity, times of- big! 
profits,- the Eight-ttour Day is op­
posed on the ground of a shortage 
of labor..

1 Thus the Steel Trust hits, at the 
workers from all directions and op­
presses them all the time.

■ Investigation, shows that it is the 
Twelve-Hour Day which is respon­
sible for the slightest shortage of la­
bor ever experienced by the steel in­
dustry and disproves completely the 
contention of Gary that the labor 
shortage is the cause of the continu­
ation of the Twelve-Hour Day.,

The whole history^of the Steel 
Trust coupled, with: the findings of 
the engineers as do increased efficiency 
in production on the; Eigth-Ho.ur 
basis shows that the: main reason for 
the Steel Trust’s insistence, on the 
perpetuation of the Two-Shift Sys­
tem is this: The steel barons want 
to;keep/tl| 2workers in abject .slavery;

They want to deny the workers ev­
ery possibld moment affording an op­
portunity for resting or thinking. 
They want to make impossible; any 
condition which might, even in 'the 
most indirect and least way, make 
possible a revolt of the steel workers. 
To insure their keeping the workers 
completely enslaved, the steel mas­
ters have chosen the Twelve-Hour 
.Working Day as the best means.

Another article next week!

Defense Council in England-
LONDON, Eng.—A Labour De­

fense - Council, “To assist trade union-' 
ists throughout the world when per­
secuted bj l capitalist governments 
for their working class activities,” 
has been formed in England, model­
ed upon the Labor Defense Council ■ 
of Chicago which operates national- - 
ly in the United States, according to 
a statement issued by W. T. Colyer, 
one of Its secretaries and member of 
the Workers’ Union of Great Brit­
ain. Mr. Colyer was deported from . 
America in 1920 to England and has 
become known throughout Europe 
as the author of a ,book entitled, 
"The Menace of Americanism,”——\

Equity Players Keep Theatre
The Equity Players will continue 

their occupancy of the 48th Street 
Theatre next season. Half a dozen 
offerings have been presented this 
season, with “Sweet Nell of Old Dru­
ry”. now being given. Plans are be­
ing made on a more elaborate scale 
for the second season.

.An attempt is being made to 
establish closer connections between 
the German and Russian theatres, 
a German representative having ar­
rived in Petrograd to arrange for an 
exchange of actors between the two 
countries.
------------t--------------------- ;-------------- *

The Big Punch!
Our readers, we are sure, will all join us in the desire to put 

more punch into the campaign against the 12-Hour Day. 
“POWER!” is the thing that Judge Elbert H. Gary fears most, 
and we must, therefore, .develop organization power among the 
exploited steel workers. But-that isn’t enough. Not only the steel 
workers are involved. 'This week we show that all workers are 
threatened by the 12-Hour Day in the steel mills. The steel trust

0 is a great owner of railroads, it is 
an owner of iron and coal mines, 
it is behind the “open shop” cam- 

- paign in the building trades.
Every worker, therefore, must - be 
enlisted in the fight on the steel 

■ octopus. This can be accom­
plished in part by getting t'ens of 
thousands of additional readers 
for “The Worker.” We whnt to 
do all we can at this end. .With 
this object in view w'e are making 
a Special Anti-Twelve Hour Day 
Campaign Subscription offer of 
“The Worker,” of 15 WEEKS

TO-^ 50 CENTS. We want you to do your share by getting the 
accompanying subscription blank full of the names of new readers. 
This is your job! This is your opportunity to get a big punch at 
Gary’s? 12-Hour Day. What is the strength of your fist? - Let 
us'seel’ NOWt• ; / ■ ,

15 Weeks for 50 Cents
“The Worker,” 799 Broadway, New York City.
'EncIosed find J _  to pay lor ^„-_- __ subscriptions, as shown 

below, to “The Worker,” for .15 weeks. This is my rejily to Gary’s 
12-H6ur Day.___________ ■_________________________________ l

Name Address

Subscriptions, senti by.
Address ..-.i.—--.;._ _ 3




