Is the Unity of the

rnational Trade

Union Movement Possible?

By A. Lozovsky.

That unity is a very beautiful thing and therelore desirable
is not disputed lor a moment by the bitterest disrupters. We are
not laced with the question of unity “in general”, or of unity in
“principle” or ol unity in a very remole future, but with the
guestion whether at the J:uem time, in view of the actual
international sitvation, ol existence of divided, parallel orga-
pisations etc. it is possible to attain unity and bow it is to be

brought about. i -~
We must remark at the outset ﬂutthenplndoesnotexiﬂ)
in every country. ln many countries the followers of the R.LL. U

are within the organisations affiliated to
countries the foliowers of the R. I L. U. and
the Amsterdam International are i

craft interests come before the interests of the workers of the )*‘
couniry as a whoie and the interests of the fatherland come| =
before the interests of the international proletariat. It would, \3
however, be a mistake to asswme that organisatory conservatism

is only coufined to the reformists. There are revolutionary ?
workers who suifer from organisatory conservatism and believe |
that it is best to follow the old road, not to make any sharp
furns, not to unite the workers of different tendencies, as this
structure.




any ouclei, that they shall not incite the workers i the this problem and to patch up the growing lissure in their own I'he approchement between the trade unions of England and
leaders of the trade union movement, that not “ca- ranks which is consequent upon the inexorable radicalisation of those of the Soviet Union has roused the enemies of the revo-
W but m’ out the pdky (m black hundred the th masses. If the Amsterdam Indernational does not ! ‘uuowy movement. Hence. the lies of the “Vorwiirts” I'Cgll'd-
“ which is conducted by the social democracy along with  meet the wish of the majority of its own members it will simply | ing a falsification of the M of Purcell: the chairwman of the
i the German General tion of Trade Unions. In this collapse and unity will be restored over the heads ol the present | English trade union delegation at the Congress of the Trade
‘ the “Vorwirts” fully reflects the view regarding unity which leaders. This is the reason why we, although we are quite | Uatons of the Sonet Unios: bencs: The Tumsiatt seesshevild -
exists in the right wing of the Amsterdam lltenntkml aware of the enormous difficulties which are lying in our path, f  stitute a grat campaign ainst Edo Fimmen: hence, Gompers,
The meaning m this talk over this theme is that they § reply to the question, whether the unity of the international trade i following the example (?Awican finance capital, wishes o
tarn 10 us and say: “Become reformists and then we shall uni umon movement is possible: Yes, it is ible and inevitable. return 1o Europe. Gompers wants to rescue the right wing of the
~ with 1 This sshalt solution. of the problem of unity is Together with the leadvrs or without leaders, the divided example (;l American finance capital, wishes to return to
opiarol the IL 1 v gl g B ically and international trade union movement will in any event be welded ; Europe. Gompers wants 10 rescue 'the right wing of the
politically, the reactiomary portios of e A g Sogsiaer eio & powsrbd ansl-capitafiet bloc- ' | Amsterdam International, which is in a desperate situation,
:M,lr‘h:"u“*::‘uglmhmuﬂ::wm . .0 iin&esm;)cwayas\vilson;:cugdtheﬁmmuyqum
time. comunuusts have reason trans-;, . N , . i wes Plan i1s to rescue uropean bourgeoisie,

forming themselves into reformist corpses, and whoever believes | Special Telegrams to the “Inprecorr” American bou?geon'sle is afraid that the left wing in the

that the communists will deviate even a bair's breadth from t Moscow, 22nd November 1024. Amsterdamer Trade Union International will get u
mlﬂ.i‘ “u;i'vz m m“ understand anything of | With regard to the article by Oudegeest, the Secretary of the " hand, and therefore ”‘;1’;&“‘”” back to A“":_rd‘:" he
I, however, the reformist 'o“imy‘._n thei " Amsterdam Irade Union International, which appeared in the American Federation o ur considers even the Amster-
’ r position and the oo “Vorwiirts”, comrade Lozovsky declares as lollows: dam International as too radical; the lormer is for political

communists theirs, the unity of the trN:k union movement p t claims that the Amsterdam International carries | neutrality and against the recognition of the Soviet Union. The

this would be a on the class struggle. It would be a good thing if he would revolutionary workers understand this manoeuvre of Gompers

|
|
F .
‘ fact we do not submit demands : - against the unity of the trade union movement and energeticall
9 - what h by th woulk &3 Y . : - g g y
| to the reformists i order that they shall become communists, :;‘y‘ qm“‘mmﬁ jzuh‘:x"ﬂ':"‘:ﬁ ':"?f Lﬂ:.l‘.i":mye" reject co-operation with this white guardist.
r : :dh.nm do ot propose to the reformists that they shall occu geest is undouptedly confusing the Communist International According to reports received from New-York, the chair-
} T oves Wilh the Ruile taak of debolshevising the boleleviki. 03 ity 31 conditions and the Red International of Labour man of the English Labour Party, Cramp, and ome of the
t R me trade umions of all countries which are in e} Unioas which has never laid down 21 conditions. leaders from South Wales emphasised at the congress of the
; - U. propose, in full agreement with the Communist Inter- | Oudegeest speaks of the “emtry” of the trade unions of American Federation of Labour in El Paeso their opposition
! dm’ a way which is acceptable to the most bitter opponents | . o o8 Union into the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter- to the exclusion of revolutionaries from the trade umions and
‘ communism in the Amsterdam International, if will only national, although as a matter of fact it is solely a question of their support for the recognition of the Soviet Unions, for the
. Mol ‘nl somewhat conscientious attitude regarding interests uniting both Trade Union Infernationals by means of a Unity unity of the trade union movement and for unity with the frade
§ “v% class. s T Cosgress. Oudegeest thimks that the trade umions of the unions of the Soviet Union. On the other hand, the delegate of
t 21 L.U “'/nol t conditions fo one another” says the | Soviet Union must sever their relations with the Russian the German General Federation of Trade Unions, Grassman,
E b « “We will convene a we of representatives of | ¢ o o Party in order to please the reformists, and asks made a series of furious attacks against the Communists and
i o ~l?ﬂ'llm l‘;' will jointly decide the time and place whether the trade unions of the Soviet Union will abandon against the unity of the trade union movement.
ditisnd o 8 B L LU ‘o fhe Amsterdam Tnicragonsy | {he formation of communist wclei. The formation of comm:
. uwﬂntbout-ruh.u'lioum&omwﬂch pnew | nist muclei, however, is the task of the communist Parties, and
i WMMMhMWem‘ndm i the | not of the trade unions of the Soviet Union. The trade unions POLlTlCS
A : -4 by m‘a:n‘ut ' of the Sovm»etmgnm are _notl subadimtltd q;o the Communist |
: h'.-".“"". Congress concrete tasks - . Parties Communist International. To put forward a
- mmmﬂ oo o g this 000 demand of this sort means o sabotage the unify of the frade The Persecution of the Communist Party
i ¥ ever has the majority st thle congress will carey : S s s Bl 86 0o i of e of Germany during the Election Campaign.
bod 'mm mﬁmmol = -l..auwn:l il be ‘: . Amsterdam Trade U International wishes to sabotage the By lvan Katz (Berlin).
,.I g Soiet of e walorlty, Al fhis ueb unity of the Infernational Trade Union Movement.
mmmmu-auduwumimuw *a? During the last lew weeks, at & oumber of municipal and
dam International will declare that they dissolve their i Moscow — i provincial elections, the Social Democratic Party of Germany has
| *m*uuwmvw | The “Pravda” writes: » ¥nd Nowmber 1004, gained an increased vote, whilst on the other hand the com-
MMWdtﬂm&dﬂ: e | . g A , \ munist Party has lost votes. The social democrats of all countries
i Communist Intertational and the R 1 L. U. that I we By [1he. Americom Polieation of Tabee i gy pohe Congrams of St o it s i DU T B ot Oy et
t Mhimumﬂmh'ﬁn m (the American Federation of Labour in F! Paeso reveals the ventured 10 write of a “collapse” of the C. P. of Germany and
{ e s N’m < -:hiht prove | decided furn to the left on the part of the English labour h of the Communist International.
Y carry on our fight for influence amoug the masses. If th‘:"PP' f was the :J"f.ﬁf’ad&b%rm“"m -~ Iedi';: Al"m'mjl | b i"'rme . brolhunh.b&‘e orld = Ci-P.'g
‘ . : f N tion y Parcell | Germany? The proletariat W w that
; neuts of communism make a similar declaration the question . in Moscow. K L some momnts past the Communist Party of Germany has been
other hand, the representative of the German subjected to the severest ions and, particularly during
Federation of Trade Uniovs (A. D. G. B.), Grassmann, the election campaign, is ing from the sharpest terror of the
.mrmmunof_hnmryu«aam capitalist state power and its social democratic tools. But this
Oudegeest, published in “Vorwirts”, shows jon, in itself, is not the deciding factor for the loss of
right wing of the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter- | votes by the C. P. of Germany. Persecutions tend rather fo
sabotaging the unity of the trade union movement. | 4 rouse increased sympathy for the persecuted and to grant them
is the reason for the manoesvre of Compers to | the martyr's crown of political success. At the beginming of the
msterdam Trade Union International. present year the C. P. of was suppressed,
approchement of the trade unions of England to those ° i Neverthéless, on the 4th of Ma it gained an unexampled
WUnumnm-qMﬁecmm election vi wmuﬂ:‘mmmm
unity of the trade unions shall be carried on with votes for the C. P, of Germany, At present the C. P. of Germany
is not ibited, but in spite of this it has suffered a number
P e of. losses compared with its position on the 4th of
Moscow, 220d November 1024, May last. It is not the persecution in itself that is the cause of
The Chairman of the American Federation of Labour, Gom- S shiclornl dels, bt s motee of S perestelive.
mhmwmﬁkmﬁd As a matter of fact, the mature of the persecution is the
mm.‘gwmmmbhm whhaMwmuWhW
his federation 1o the Amsterdam Trade Union Internafiona WO B B Vo S S i &5 Yo Aaane e 4
At the of ; somewhat marrow circle of working masses.
mm&atmgMuam lunolinely aher G Moy dhecicn fhave ok plocs
Cramp. oo wuu" A, Goaiet iy o Severiag again
negotiations have up fo now been carried on in private r ﬁc.*i.dm. on
- a binding character. other hand proposed a more effective w
A m»:am-u-:-wu.um- the C. P. of Oermany by administrative measures. es plan




