THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
Fight or Submission. |

(On the Mining Dispute in Great Britain).
By A. Lozovsky.

K is at present hard to say whether, on the 1st of May, there
will break out the titanic struggle of the. Brilish ooal miners
against the mire owners. It is diftioult to say because the reports
which have arrived up till now are extremely contradictory.
and also because, during the last two or three mwnths, there
has taken place a certain re-grouping of forces betwezn the two
opposing parties. On the one hand the entire English bourgeosie.
with Mr. Baldwin, “who stands outside of all parties” at the
head, is conducting with a very clear and definite allocation of
roles, a tenacious and bitter attack upon the working class, in
which it is supported by a certain section of the leaders of
the Labour Party and of the trade unions. On the other hand
there is an insutficiently united labour movement, divided by
craft unionism and political difterences, the right leaders of which
are pressing for an understanding at all costs. :

One must do justice to the grilish bourgeoisie. Its plan of
attack has been drawn up according to all thé rules of the art.
After Mr. Baldwin was compelled in July last year to beat a
retreat, a Royal Conmission was appointed in which the big
bankers and industrialists predominated, and which in the course
of many months studied and elaborated the question of how
best to hoodwink the miners.

What was the question in dispute? The whole question has
continually turned on the conclusion of a national wages agree-
ment; but the proposal of the roval Commission provid:s for
district agreements, whereby, in certain districts, wages are 1o
be reduced by 20 and 30% and in other localities, on the other
hand, even a increase can be allowed if the result is an average
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yThis peprsisteht work of the open and secret friends of the
British mine owners brought hesitation. vacillation and uncer-
jainiy ‘into the ranks of the leading organs of th> British trade
union movenwt. Instead of, in the last few months seeing to i
that the entire proletariat of Greal Britain was prepared for the
conflict which will break out on the 1st of May, iustead of ceu-
tring the enfire propagandist, agitational and orgamisatory work
unon this- tremendous encounter between the classzs, and to
maobilise the whole labour movement of Great Britain, numbering
many millions — instead of all this there took place unofficial
conizrences, and in secret sittings the proposals of the Righi. not
to fight but to capitulate, were discussed. All these meetings
tehind closed doors were, of course not kept secret from the
British bourgcoisie, which has its agents everywhere. This
encouraged the mine owners and they undertook a number of
fmesh attacks.

All the reports from Great Britain go to show that the
greatest indignation prevails among the miners. The working
masses will have nothing to do with talk of concessions. In these
circumstances the fight between the miners and the mine cwners
is unavoidable. The situation in Great Britain at present is such
that the miners alone would not secure a victory without serious
suprort by the larger trade unions and by the Central Council
of the British Trade Union Congress, for the forces are not
equal: on the one side there stands the entire British bourgeoisie,
the whole Stzte apparatus, strike-breaking corps of ali kinds efe.
Will the railway workers, the transport workers and the General
Council come to the aid of the miners? There exists a formnat
promise of support, but whether this support will bz realisxi
i practice, whether the transport workers, the railway workers
{we must not forget that the General Secretary of the National
Union of Railwaymen is the notorious J. H. Thoinas) ete. will
eniter on a solidarity strike, 1s at present very dilficult to say.

If the Right wing ol the Labour Partv and the Rizht wing
of the General Council of the British Trade Union Congress
had not carried on a distintegraiing, demoralising and defeatist
policy in the last two or three months, had these advocates of
capitufation- not evervwhere called attention 10 the “unpreiudiced
attitude” of Mr. Baldwin, the accetabilitv of the proppsals of the
Roval Commissien. the futility of fighting. the advantae of losing
a littl: without a struggle instead of losing a great deal in a
strugaie, then the beurgenisie of Great Britain wouid have
learncd a lesson on the st of Mav which it would not forget
in a hurry. But now. when a new Black Friday is being pre-
pared bv the Right wing of the Labour Party and by the Right
wing of the General Council, (thev are oune and the same
clementsy, we are justilied in regarding with anaety the sine
of aifairs in Great Britain, fov the fate of the entire British
proletiriat is at stake

We are following events in Great Britain with conside-
rakic uneasiness, for on this section ol the British coal iront
the workers wil again have 1o fight a batile against united
capital, against the Fourgeois State and the Right leaders of the
Eritich labsur movement.,

We know that the Brit'sh wminers, in their overwhelming
majority, will not hear of submission, that they are ready for a
strugele. They can be assured of the warmest sympathy and of
the anreserved suprort of  the revolutionary  waorkers of the
whnle world - the Conference of Action of the Minority
Movement has <hown this in Great Britain itself —, for the
victory  of the British miners is cur victory, their defeat.
however, is our deleat. Therefore, everv honest proletarian will
be in favour of a fight to the end, until victory is aftained.




