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FOR THE UNITY OF THE TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT =

Finnish Social Democrats Preparing to

Split the Trade Unions.

By A. Lozovsky.

In spite of the throttling of the revolution, of the incredible
Terror and the illegality ot the Communist Party, Finland has
a finmly welded, inilitant and united trade umion movement.
And, notwithstanding their {full support of all the White
Guard governments, the influence of the social democrats in
the trade unions is not very great, for which reason they have
begun a planned campaign aimed at splitting the unions by
accusing the Left Wing leadership of submitting to the com-
munists (this in Finland being equal to an order for arrest),
and of systematically humiliating the féelings and lowering the
dignity of the social democratic workers. As the next Finnish
T. U. congress is due to be held shortly, the social democrats
have bestirred themselves and begun to elaborate a platform
for the split. On December 30th there was held in Helsingfors
a meeting of social democrats, mostly politicians and not trade
unionists, who discussed the question of what was further to
be done. The said meeting decided to present the forthcoming
T. U. C. with the following unconditional demands:

1) Al connections with the Red International of Labour
Unions to be broken off, and a break made with the policy
of the R. L L. U.;

2) The ail-Finnish T. U. Federation shall affiliate organisa-
tionally to the Amsierdam International; A

3) Joint work with the Labour Office of the League of
Nations; }

4) The T. U. C. must elect the whole of the Central Com-
mittee and disallow the representation of the individual v
dustrial unions on the directing body;

5) For the purpose of directing the T. U. Federation, the
Congress shall elect such persons as do not lend an ear to the
Communists; .

6) In the event of the Congress not acoepting these demands,
the -social democratic members of the trade unions shall con-
sider the question of forming a new Federation of the Finnish
trade unions. .

Such are the six points of the ultimatum which an insignifi-
cant minority standing on the platiorm of democracy presentg
o a majorily of the organised working class. These ‘democrats
desire to infroduce the rule that the majority should submit
to the minority, and to bring this about they publicly charge
the Finnish T. U. Federation with belonging to the R. I. L. U.
knowing that in Finland any organisational connections with
the R. I. L. U. constitute a ‘crime in law. The Finnish T. U.
Federation is not afiiliated to the R. I. L. U. This the social
democrats know. But they demand that a break be made with
the policy of the R. I. L. U. as well. Now, this is altogether
a much broader conception, The social democrats are demanding
that the Federation repudiate all support of the Anglo-Russias
Unity Cormittee, repudiate the struggle for uglity,_repudxatf
any class policy. and in order that the change of policy should
be quite clear, they there and then set up Amsterdam and the
Labour Oliice of the League of Nations as against the Red Inter-
national of Labour Unjons.

The social-demiocratic press and social—:lemocrafic propa-
ganda and agifation had been working up feeling beforgha_ﬂ:
for the reception of this ultimatum, and we find the fmnls
“3ccial Democrat” in its issue of December 12th., coming ou
with an article under the proud title of “Enough of Such Humb
hation!” There we read: ) .

“The social democratic workers are going to be ine-
vitably confronted with the question of founding their ‘?‘;’:
lederation of trade unmions independent of the Comqlunls'l.

The Finnish social democracy must bring forward its ?v;e

trade union organisation, at the head of which mus’l_Wo

placed our own social-democratic responsible P"SO'I"S' able

single independent trade union federations \_'vouldd_t‘e " o

in the form of a united front, under present con l(;Ol:m“

present to the employer and Capital stronger an




categorical demands than such a trade umion organisation,
the impotence of which is to be found precisely in the fact
that the social democratic worker element are ‘swept off the
political board’ of the Finnish T. U. Federation by reason
of the intolerable Communist dictatorship. The activities of
the Communists grew in the Federation with a rapidity
equal to the passivity of the social democrats. In conse-
quence of the development of such a tendency complete
bankruptcy awaits the social democrats. For some time past,
we bave been politically sick in the trade union movement
as well. Today, this ‘infirmity of passivity’ has gome to
such lengths that only a bold operation can save
independent social democratic trade umion activities from
death. And such an operation mrust therefore be performed
ag speedily as possible. We must present the Trade Union
Congress with such demands as will secure for the social
democracy,. the biggest political party in the country, its
corresponding influence in the trade umion movement. And
that without any indefinite compromises. Should this not
be done, the social democratic workers must imnediately
leave the Communist Federation and found ome of their
own, which would enter the Amsterdam International and
::‘t;l;l:ﬂ?’t once receive from it both moral and material

We have quoted this lengthy extract from this most un-
pudent and shameless article in order to show these suppoiters
of Amsterdam in their true light. The six above-mentioned
demands are entirely in accord with the tone of this provo-
cateur’s article, and any comments thereon would only detract
from the pristine charm of such social democratic cynicism.
What do they care what the majority of the Finnish proletariat
think on the matter? They want to have their own trade union
federation, ard to do this they are prepared to split a firmly
welded organisation and thereby weaken the Finnish working
class’ powers of resistance. And all this for the glory of Demo-
cracy, Amsterdam and the League of Nations!

On the eve of the previous Finnish T. U. Congress, some
eighteen months ago, the social democrats made an attempt 1o
split the congress, but their attack was beaten back, with great
losses for social democracy. Today, having apparently come to
an understanding with the Government, a new attack js being
begun which may lead to the secession of part of the workers
from the national proletarian organisation of the trade unious.
We say: “may lead” to that —if the supporters of unity in
Finland, and they form the overhelming majority, do not
frustrate the simister plans of the Finnish Amsterdanmers.

From the example of Finland a good idea may be gained
of the Amsterdamers’ tactics. Many of the Leit friends oi unity
in Britain think at times that the Communists are to blame ijor
the disruption of the trade unions. The facts of the case show
the very reverse. The Communist International and the R. 1. L. U.
possess a strong minority in all Amsterdam organisations, yet
they have never cailed for disruption, and whenever voices have
been raised in favour of disruption they have been at once
ruthlessly and severely put in their right places. It is quite
different” with the Second and Amsterdam Internationals. The
Finnish social democrats are promising the workers the moral
and material assistance of the Amsterdam International. Now,
has this have been done without any preliminary uegotiations?
Can it be that the opponents of unity heading the Amsterdam
International know nothing about this matter? Ii ey know
nothir}g about it, how is it that the Fiunish social democrats
gron;xse not only moral, but also material support from Amster-
am?
If the Amsterdam leaders were not sympathetic to this split,
would they have published the note that appeared in their
bulletin of January 5th, regarding the crisis in the Finnish T. U.
movement which concludes with the most remarkable (in the
sense of disruption) words: “The possibility is not excluded
that the disorganising activities of the Communists in the trade
unions will finally lead to the disruption of the Trade Union
Federation?”

_ The Finnish social democracy hcpes to succeed in Balkani-
sing the Finnish labour movemicnt, i. e, with the assistance of
the police, the bourgeois courts, and the passing of sentences
of hard latour, to do the same thing that the Social demo-
crats have done in Yugoslavia, Roumania, and Bulgaria -— sup-
press the revolutionary trade unions and set up their own
social democratic ‘independent’ trade union organisation. The

Finnish social democrats, however, have reckoned without their
host, in this case the Finnish proletariat; and the Finnish pro-
letariat is so strongly organised and so class conscious that it
will be fully able to repzl this fresh attack on the part of the

Finnish social-provocateurs.

The Red International of Labour Unions
to the Congress of Independent Trade

Unions of Jugoslavia.
Moscow, 18th Jamuary 1920.

The Executive Bureau of the Red Intermational of Labour
Unions has sent the following message to the Congress of the
Independent Trade Unioss of Jugoslavia:

“The Executive Bureau of the R.I. L. U. sends through your
Congress 1ts brotherly greetings to the working class of Jugo-
slavia and greatly regrets that it is unable to send an official
delegation in order to present the standpoint of the R.I.L.U.
as to how the unity of the trade union movement, both nationally
and internationally, can be achieved. We have not applied for a
visa to enter your country as we know how the jugoslavian
government treats representatives of the revolutionary trade union
movement.

We have repeatedly put forward the standpoint of the R. L.
L. U. regarding unity. We are striving for the amalgamation of
parallel organisations in every country on the basis of demo-
cratic centralism and the submission of the minority to the
majority. We supported the Anglo-Russian Unity Committee
which is composed of two organisations belonging fo two dil-
ferent Internationals, as a practical proof ol the possibility of
joint actions, and therefore of the possibility of orgauisatory
vnity. We are endeavouring 1o bring about the convocation of an
fnternational Unity Congress at which all trade union organisa-
tions, including those belonging to the R.LL.U. or to the Am-
sterdam International, as well as those standing outside these
Internationals, will be represented according to the size of their
mevbership. We are striving to set up a united fighting Inter-
national for the fight against fascism, against reaction and against
the attacks of capitalism. .

The Executive Bureau of the R.I.L. U. is firmly convinced
that your Congress will adopt every measure in order to establish
united. firmly-welded trade union organisations in Jugoslavia
and that it will do everything in its power in order, along with
the workers of other countries, to establish the unity of the Inter-
national Trade Union Movement.

Long live the working class of Jugoslavia!

Long live the unmited, firmly knit trade union movement of
Jugoslavia!

Long live the united fighting International oi the trade

THE CHILDREN'S MOVEMENT

Appeal to the Workers’ Children of the
Whole World.

In all countries in which capitalisin <l prevails the wor-
kers have to endure great hardships, hunger and misery. But
the greatest sacrilices in these days are those which the Bulga-
rian workers' and peasants’ children have to make ior the cause
ol the emancipation of the proletariat and its children.

The workers and peasants in Bulgaria have alrealy several
times atterpted to free themselves frem their opopressors. But
they have Lcen repeatedly defeated. In the revolt to which the
Bulgarian revolutionaries were driven in Seplember 1023, the
caprtalists were victorious. In the strnggles which have been
conducted for over three vears, 20,000 revolutionary workers
and peasants have had to lay down their lives for tiic revolution.
Many workers’ and peasants’ chiidren have aiso been ruthl:ssly
murdered by the Bulgarian rcactionarics.

At present there are still in Bulgaria over 4000 workers and
peasants in prison. The children of the murdered and imprisoned
fathers 2nd mothers are compelled to live a terrible life of misery
and of the greatest hardships. They are left entirely to their fate.




