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bourgeois one, a question of the day . If the strike itself does
not bring about this change , it will at least greatly hasten its
approach , though in what period of time , we cannot of course
say. We should however be prepared for the possibility of a
near date .

Crimea , May 6th , 1926 . L. D. Trotzky .

British Women and the General Strike .
By Beth Turner (London ).

One of the most remarkable things in connection with the
general strike in England was the way in which the women
responded to the call for the unity of the working class
in the struggle .
Prior to the strike , thousands of pounds had been spent

by the capitalist class in trying to win the allegiance of the
women folk from their class .
Every device known to capitalist ingenuity had been em-

ployed . Women organisers had been sent into the industrial
districts particularly the mining areas - and there orga-
nisers were tireless in their efforts to induce the women to
attend meetings , free socials etc. , where the case for the em-
ployers , thinly disguised as an "impartial view of the mining
situation ", was put before them .
Appeals were made to the sentiment of the women , and

the suffering and hardship which the women and children would
suffer in the event of a clash between the miners and mineowners ,
was skilfully depicted.

These activities culminated in a big women's demonstration
which was held in London on April 17th . Organised by Flora
Drummond , a notorious agent of the capitalist class and ex-
feminist , this demonstration was supposed to express the desire
of British women for industrial peace in 1926 .
In spite of the fact that the whole thing was very well

stage-managed , it was easily apparent to the most casual ob-
server that the demonstration was a farce .

The number of working women who took part was small ,
and it was frankly admitted by many of them that they had
taken advantage of the demonstration because it provided a
cheap trip to London . The numbers were made up by women
Fascists , wives of small shop -keepers and society ladies . The
leaflets distributed by Communist women were eagerly read by
many of the women demonstrators , in spite of the instructions
given to them by their organisers not to touch the leaflets .

The experience of the general strike in England is bound
to mean a big influx of women members into the Party ; and
it is our duty to see that these women are trained and fully

utilised in the struggle for the emancipation of the British
workers .

These attempts on the part of the employers roused the fury
of the women throughout the industrial areas of the country ,
and they replied by organising meetings and demonstrations
locally and turning out in their thousands at the May Day de-
monstrations .

Resolutions were passed at all meetings of working women's
organisations pledging their support to the miners . The spirit
and determination of the women was so clearly shown that
the Miners Federation seriously began to consider the necessity
of organising the wives and women folk of the miners and
so maintain close contact between them and the Federation .

Useless Declarations .
By A. Lozovsky .

We ali followed with the greatest eagerness the general
strike in Great Britain , and are following from day to day
with breathless attention the struggle of the British miners .
The great strike and its little leaders will serve for a long
time as an object of study for the workers of all countries , who
will learn from this example how not to conduct a strike .
Of the greatest value for those who are interested in the fate
of the international labour movement are the statements of
those who participated in this strike , and in particular the state-
ments of the members of that General Council which so
shamefully ended the magnificent strike . For this reason the
declaration published in "Lansbury's Labour Weekly " of three
Left members of the General Council , A. B. Swales , George
Hicks and Ben Tillet , and which is addressed "To Comrades ,
National and International " , arouses the greatest attention and
the greatest interest .

When the general strike commenced the women did not
waver . Women who were employed in trades involved in the
strike , came out with the men. At all meetings of women strikers
or strikers wives held by the Party, we found a ready re-
sponse to the Partys point of view. Women who had previously
never taken part in any organisation , marched in demonstrations
carrying their babies in their arms or pushing perambulators .
One demontration in Manchester in which I took part was
remarkable for the number of women who marched for miles
with the procession . And everywhere the women's part of the
procession was greeted with loud applause and messages of
encouragement .

Joint committees of representatives of various women's
organisations were set up and these organised deputations to
Guardians and made applications for relief for strikers wives .

Nevertheless the more one reads this declaration , the more
the feeling of interest gives place to one of indignation . This
is because one seeks in the document , but finds something else ,
that one seeks for a living word from eye witnesses , for the truth
regarding the events , but one finds ...

After the betrayal of the strikers by the reactionary leaders
the women were load in their indignation . Party meetings were
well attended by women , and the first indication of the effect
bad on working women by the great betrayal was the infor-
mation received, almost immediately , that one Labour Women's
section had come over to the Communist Party en bloc .

The first question which arises after a careful perusal of
the declaration is : "What is the use of such a declaration ?"
What is the object of the three members of the General
Council in issuing this document? We will obtain an answer
if we proceed to analyse this declaration .
The document in question contains correct things ; it also

contains obviously incorrect things ; but it does not contain
the chief matter . It is true that "the strike was a demonstration
of power ", but it is not true that the "strike has served the
purpose of urgent and necessary defence ". It is true that "the
government and their satellites met our gesture of comrade-
ship with an armed force ". It is true that the "strike showed
the economic grip of the workers upon all industries " , that " it
closed a virulent and vehement capitalist press", but it is not
correct to represent the calling off of the strike as a " courageous
gesture of peace ".
It is still more incorrect to accuse the government and

the employers of having "with wiliness and chicanery ende-
avoured to misrepresent the logical (!) meaning of our act as
being one of surrender ". That is to say that the General
Council has not capitulated ? It has concluded an honourable
peace ? It is strange that no one has noticed this honourable
peace . All three protest against the "cowardly travesty of the
truth " . In this qustion the "cowardly travesty of the truth" is
not on the side of the government or of the employers but on
the side of those who desire at all cost to represent the defeat
as a victory .

It is also true that the strike "brought forth from the
Russian Trade Union Movement a spontaneous gesture of
goodwill". But it is wrong to refrain from saying a single
word as to how this "gesture of goodwill" was rebuffed, thanks
to the "courageous gesture of peace of the General Council ".
Is it not strange that even in this question the three did not
have the courage to call a thing by its right name ?
I do not think it necessary to give any further examples .

Those given reveal the true character of the declaration.
which every obvious truth is followed by a series of unimportan
obviously false and apologetic assertions .
But this declaration is not only of interest on account o

what it contains , but mainly on account of what is omitte
from it . As a matter of fact those responsible for the capi
lation have, some days after the powerful strike when
results of the capitulation were already apparent , forgotten :
explain to us how the "demonstration of power " was a
verted into a powerful demonstration of impotency . The auth
have forgotten to say who betrayed the strike and why .
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only that , they even endeavour to defend the monstrous capi-

tulation by describing that which the British workers call
treachery and cowardice as a "courageous (!) gesture of peace ".
Further , the miners are continuing the strike . Are the miners
right or are they not ? Ought they to have joined in "the
courageous gesture of peace" of the General Council , or con-
tinued the struggle ? One must either support the miners or
not.

In this manner this declaration conceals the shameful role of
the General Council in the strike ; it diverts the attention of the
workers along the wrong path , it conceals the treachery and
the cowardice with empty phrases and justifies the crime com-
mitted against the working class of Great Britain .
It is of no great interest what the three members of the

General Council intended to say, but that which they published

must arouse the profound indignation of all honest workers .
The "Sunday Worker" is wrong, a thousand times wrong ,
when it welcomes this action of Swales , Hicks and Ben Tillet .
Such declarations merely discredit those who write them . The
British and the international proletariat need the naked un-
adorned truth and not self-deception and beautiful declarations

The International Conference of Communist
Women for the Support of the British Miners.
The International Conference of Communist Women which

met on the 2nd of June 1926 , declared their solidarity with the
struggle of the British miners and expressed their greatest
admiration for the fighting spirit and the perseverance with
which this unequal conflict between exploiters and wage slaves
is being conducted by the British mining proletariat .
The International Conference of Communist Women notes

with special satisfaction the devotion and the spirit of sacrifice
of the wives of the British miners , without whose steadfast
support the fight would be much more difficult and its success
would be in question .
The International Conference of Communist Women regard

it as one of their immediate and most urgent tasks to mobilise

th
e

working women o
f

all countries for practical support o
f

their fighting class comrades in Great Britain and , by a wide-
scale action in the shape o

f propaganda , holding collections and
providing care for the children , to furnish a concrete proof

o
f

their class solidarity .

CHINA

A New Phase in the Chinese Revolution .

By Tang Shin She .

In th
e

People's armies which , a
s

their name implies , regard

it a
s

their task to protect th
e

people and which hitherto only
sympathised with the Canton government , voices have been
raised since their defeat a

t Peking , demanding that the people's
armies b

e

converted into real national revolutionary troops like
those o

f

th
e

Canton government . They are demanding that they

b
e placed under the direct command o
f

the Canton military
commission . They further desire that the Kuomintang and the
Communist Party shall carry o

n

work o
f

enlightenment among

th
e

soldiers . All this means that the people's armies are losing
their opportunist character and are o

n

the way to developing
into real national revolutionary forces .

Regarded from th
e

military standpoint the present position

o
f

th
e

people's armies is a difficult one . The Mukden troops

(Chang T
so Li
n
) want to push forward from Jehol to Tolon ;

th
e
, Shansi troops wish to push forward to Datung , and the so
-

called "Anti -Red Troops " , the allied troops o
f Wu -Pei -Fu (sol-

diers o
f

th
e

province o
f Hupe , Honan and Chili ) and the troops

o
f Chadg -Tso Li
n
(soldiers of Manchuria , Shantung and Chili )

wish to advance from Peking to the Nankov Pass . All three
groups have a

s their final aim the encirclement o
f

Kalgan , the
headquartersof the people's armies . For the people's armies the

w
o

la
st

named fronts represent the greatest danger , because
rect railway connections exist there . Recently , however , the
Kuomin armies were able to drive the enemy back a con-
derable distance ,the result of which was that the Wu Pei Fu
lique was obviously defeated .

Immediately after this defeat Wu Pei Fu dismissed his de-
puty , Field Marshall Chin Yu Nao , on the ground that the
latter had avoided the fight against the people's army . Chin Yu
Nao had hitherto been Wu Pei Fu's right hand man . He had
140,000 soldiers under his sole command . His removal however

is not , as is alleged , to be attributed to his avoiding battle
against the people's armies , but to the fact that this General
has for long been dissatisfied with Wu Pei Fu and , as a result ,

has not complied with his wishes . Chin Yu Nao had for long
been demanding the post o

f governor of Honan , which was
not granted to him ; later he asked for the post o

f governor

o
f Shantung , which was also refused him . After this his brother

Chin Yu Pung (the former Prime Minister ) mediated the alliance
between Wu Pei Fu and Chang Tso Lin , whereupon the latter
wished to entrust him with the task of forming a government ;

but Wu Pei Fu was also against this .

The dismissal of Chin Yu Nao has not only resulted in the
defeat o

f

the Wu Pei Fu clique , but the struggle between Wu
Pei Fu and Chang Tso Lin has thereby been considerably
intensified . The above -mentioned facts , of course , mean

a great advantage for the people's armies , and thereby for the
national revolution in North China .

In South China , in Canton , the imperialists have attempted ,

along with the Chinese reactionaries and the Right Kuomintang
people , to split the Kuomintang Party and to destroy the success-
ful co -operation o

f

the Kuomintang people with the Communists .

As a result of the explosion which occurred in Canton some
little while ago , and the arrest o

f

the recently deposed Police
President o

f

Canton in connection with it , the intrigues o
f

the
counter -revolutionaries were exposed . The Communists and the
Kuomintang people will now work more closely together than
ever .

The Canton government , at the request of the population of
Hunan , has sent an expedition into this province against the
white terror of Wu Pei Fu . That is the first direct advance

o
f

the Canton government against the Yangtse district . Wu Pei
Fu is thus threatened by a direct danger from South China .

Sun Chuan Fang , the military ruler o
f

Central China , some
time ago issued a proclamation in which he declared his five
provinces : Kiangsu , Chekiang , Fukien , Nganhui and Kiangsi

to be an independent State . This State however is not new .

It has already existed since last year when Wu Pei Fu went
from Yochow to Hankow in order to attempt , for the second
time , to play a role in Chinese politics , and when his former
follower , Sun Chuan Fang , set himself up in direct opposition

to him and declared the Lower Yangtse provinces to be in-
dependent o

f

him . When he today again proclaims the inde-
pendence o

f

the five provinces and causes the European news-
papers to take note of this , it means that he has turned from
Wa Pei Fu and Chang Tso Lin and transferred his sympathies
to the Canton government .

Sun Chuan Fang occupies a central position in the present
political situation o

f

China . Should he go over to Wu Pei Fu and
Chang Tso Lin , then these would undoubtedly be victorious ;if he allies himself with the Canton government and the peoples
armies the latter will obtain a great advantage . The people's
armies and the Canton government have , therefore , ' been ende-
avouring for a long time to win him over to their side . The
imperialists , who immediately took note o

f

this and knew where
this might lead , intrigued against the Canton government and
sought to prevent any approchement . The proclamation now
shows that the imperialist trickery was futile and that the Canton
government has been successful .

Who is Sun Chuan Fang ? He is a personality with ad-
vanced democratic sympathies . He is working for the Chinese
bourgeoisie who are followers o

f

American Christian teachings .

He has very friendly relationships with America , which brings
him into opposition to the military rulers Chang Tso Lin and
Wu Pei Fu who are the agents o

f Japan and England .

As regards the aims of Sun Chuan Fang , he o
f

course does
not go with the Canton government which is striving to achieve
the national revolution . Whilst , however , the other military
rulers fight directly and brutally against the liberation movement ,

Sun Chuan Fang employs the methods of the imperialists , that

is to say , he does not directly oppose the Kuomintang , but
fights against the Left wing and seeks to attract the Right . For
example , the Right wing has been able to settle down freely in

his district ; they were also allowed to celebrate May Day in

Shanghai , which the Left , along with the Communists , were


