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Where is the Development of the International Trade Union

~ Movement Heading?
Plenum of the Central Council of the R.I. L. U.

By A. Lozovsky.

It is more than two years since the IIl. Congress of the
Red International of Labour Unions, and we can now look
around us and takes stock of all that has happened. During that
time Europe has gone on “stabilising”, happy humanity has
had it dinned into its ears, not only by the leading lights of the
bourgeoisie, but by the leaders of the second and Amsterdam
Internationals as well. Yet it is odd that the more Europe has
“stabilised” the more disquieting and uncertain the situation has
become, until to-day, at the beginning of 1926, we are faced with
a most profound crisis that is shaking all Europe. Britain,
France, Germany, Poland, the Scandinavian and Balkan coun-
triess — all are in one form or another in the toils of this
crisis. .

During the time that there was so much noise about the
“stabilisation and pacification” of Europe, pressure was being
brought to bear on the working class and its most elementary
gains and has been successful to a certain extent, thanks to the
economic crisis that is sticking like a shadow to the present
“stabilised” Europe.

Perhaps the most characteristic feature seen against the
background of the continuous crisis, growing unemplovment,
the abolition of the eight-hour working day, wage cuts, and the
worsening of working conditions is the hehaviour of the leaders
of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals and their national
sections. Not a single Social Democratic party, not a single tfrue-
blue Amsterdam organisation has made any effort to get to
the bottom of the crisis. to ifs causes, and draw the political
conclusions therefrom.

Not one of the leaders of social democracy has tried to
generalise these separate facts and give his diagnosis of what

ails “stabilised” European capitalism. International social de-
mocracy has long since lost all ability for scientifie analysis of
current events. The reformists have long been living from hand
to mouth trying to give answers to individual questions without
being able to lay down any new line on the basis of the new
comditions. Run through the files of the social democratic and
Amsterdain press and you will seek in vain for an answer as to
what is to be done to-day — not a single new thought, not a
single new idea.

The same old musty falk of Democracy, of peace in
industry, the wisdom of popular government, expectations
from the League of Nations and the International Labour
Office. appeals to the good {faith of the bourgeoisis. and an
ardent ambition to arrive somehow or other at the dignity
of a ministerial portfolio — that is all you are likely to glean
from the multitude of reformist journals and papers. The spirit
of wrefchedpenury. intellectual poverty and theoretical degenera-
tion makes itseli felt in the whole of the reformist press. in all
the activities of the reformists. Even in Haly, for instance. where
the uibridled Fascist regime is throwing the whole of ifs weight
against the reformist organisations, reformist thought has been
unible to conceive of anything better than becoming the legal
opposition and of adjustment to the existing regime. Reformism
has stopped at and stabilised itself on the war level. It continues
to dream of Holv Alliances and coalitions showing no great
wish to notice that the bourgeoisie has sucked out of reformism
all it needed and now, instead of bemg grateful, is giving it
the right about, with a kick into the bargain. An 4intensification
of the political and economic crisis, a weakening of the sta-
bilising factors with a lot of shouting about Europe’s pacifica-



tion and stabilisation, and reformism adapting itself fo the
growing reaction — such are the outstanding features of the
present phase.

But though fettered by the bourgeois state in many coun-
tries and by the social democratic organisation, the working
class cannot remain in the old positions and stabilise itself on
the theory and practioe of reformism. Whereas the social demo-
crats intentionally seek no new paths, or seek them where they
will least find them, the minds of the masses are groping towards
some way out. The oppression and pressure are far too great
not to call forth a corresponding reaction in the masses. The
ofd method has been tried and- found wanting: reformism has
shown all it may ever have been capable of. All past and present
social democratic governments have proved to be nothing but the
tools of the bourgeoisie defending it even to the extent of or-
ganising strike-breakers against workers out on strike belonging
to their parties. Mention need only be made of what happened
in Germany during the few years the social democrats were in
power, the services rendered to the Motherland by the
MacDonald’s Government, and what is at present being done
in Sweden and Denmark where the worthy Social Democrats are
protecting fascist bodies to the great hamn of even the reformist
trade umons. _

All that could not pass unmoticed by the masses, amongst
which — and among the masse following the Social Democrats
as well — we now mark deep-seated discontent, uncertainly,
indeological ferment and the ever present search for a way
out of the mess they are in. Opposition currents have come
info being in the reformist unioms; in many countries a left
wing has taken shape — that Left Wing that stands betweeen
the R. I L. U. and the I. F. T. U. and which, with all its
lack of ideological clarity and unformed character. represents a
real threat to orthodox reformism. Here it is enough to point
to the leftward move qf large bodies of the British Trade Ugion
movement, to the shaping out of a left wing in Sweden, Belgium
and in Czechoslovakia,_ to the growth of a Social Democratic Left
and corresponding left-wing aspirations in the trade unions in
Germany, and soon to realise that the roots of this movement
lie in the continuing instability of capitalism and the stabilisation
and ossification of reformism. .

The oustanding feature of the international labour movement
at present is the birth of left tendencies inside the reformist or-
ganisations and the formation of anm opposition in the Second
and Amsterdam Internationals, which means, of course, the
weakening of international reformism.

The most prominent manifestation of the new aspiration that
has taken shape during the past year can be considered as the
formation of the Anglo-Russian Committec, a product of the
new orientation of @ very considerable and influential part of
the Amsterdam International. For a good while the reformists
diverted themselves with saying that the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee was not an organisation, but a political slogan, an idea.
Their hopes, however, could not but be dashed when the agree-
ment between the Soviet and British unions was ratified after
Scarborough.

- Granted even that the Anglo-Russian Committee is not an
orgauisation; but as a political idea does it not represent some-
thing aew in the European labour movemeni? I the represei-
tatives of the British trade unions were in Soviet Russia as long
ago as in 1920, why did not such a comniittee come into being
then? Because at that time Soviet Russia was utterly exhausted,
the Russian working class was in an exceptionally bad position
aud the Revolution could not then exercise such an attractive in-
fluence on the British labour movement as in 1924, Now, it is
these two capital moments — the steady worsening of the British
working class's position,and the considerable improvement in
the position of the working class in the U.S.S.R. — that form
the ground on which the Anglo-Russian rapprochement has
developped. 2

Here it may be asked: why an Anglo-Soviet and not a
German-Soviet rapprochement? {s i possible that the working
class is better off in Germany than in Britain? Why has there
been a chanze of heart in England in favour of Soviet Russia
while in Germany the change is towards the American Fede-
ration of Labour? Surely like caiszs should have like effects?
‘I'he broad mass of the German proletariat undoubfedly looks {o
the U.S.8.R. We see that in the rank and file of ihe German
social democracy and reformist unions: and i this friendliness

N \ .
has not manifested iiself in the same forms as in the case of ih
Anglo-Soviet rapprochement this mmust be put down to the ex
ceptional hostility of the social democrats to communism. It siust

" be borne in mind that the move to the left of the working masses

is bitterly opposed not only by social democratic ideology ba
also by the social democratic and trade union machinery. In thowe
countries, such as Germany, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia and else-
where, where the party differentiation has profoundly affected
the masses this change inclining towards Russia is nof so
noticeable in the masses, is progressing at a considerally slower
rate and is given organisational expression to with difficulty
owing to the organisational opposition of the social democrats.

Where puarty differentiation has not cut info the broad masses
(Britain) the lelt wing takes shape with greater ease. It is for
this very reason that this change has been so marked in Britaio,
even at the top of the trade umion ladder. In Britain the dead
hand of social democratic traditions wields least influence whike
the insular type of British reformism has not such a perfect
bureaucratic machinery constituting an appendage of the bour-
geois state inside the working class.

* * *

The year just passed was further remarkable for an excep-
tionally rapid growth in the T. U. movement in the Near, Middle
and Far East and in the colonies, the most outstanding feature
being the stupendous extension of the labour unions in China
and the part they tock in the national struggle for emancipation.
There are over 1,000,000 organised workers at the presemt turne
in China, according o the latest data published at the Kuoming-
tang Congress held at the beginning of January of this vear.
Need it be said that this organised force s playing an exclus:-
vely important role in the struggle of the toiling muasses of
China against foreign Imperialism? Need it be further said that
the affiliation of the Chinese labour unions to the R.LL U. n
May 1925 is an act of tremendous historical importance?

Storm-swept China, however, is not alone in having a ra-
pidly developing T. U. movement: in Japan, too, the work of
organisation is forging ahead despite disruption, and the T.U.
moveinent is growing apace and drawing the broad masses into
the organised struggie. Furthermore note must be taken of the
extremely difficult struggle of the working class in Indonesia in
defence of their organisations against Dutch Imperialism. We
see the same thing taking place in India, Egypt, and other colo-
nial countries. All this goes to show that fhe past year saw 4
further development of the T. U. movement in fresh countries
and the gradual induction of the matured workers’ organisations
into world politics and the world labour movement.

It has always been an accepted tradition of the European
labour movement that the centre of the world was in Europe
that any federated body of the trade unions or socialist parties
of Europe was enough to entitle it to be called an International,
the International, even though the workers of the other conti-
temts had no relationships whatever with it. As is common
knowledge, the traditions of the Commmunist International and
the Red International of Labour Unions are entirely different
From its very inception the R.1.L.U. went beyond the confines
of Europe, practically giving first place to the question of the
T. U. movement of the East and colonies. The {remendous re
volationary significance possessed by the trade umions of the
East was particularly emphasised by the events of last year
The Shanghai and Hongkong strikes were a model of revolu
tionary struggle, and the European workers may learn from the
backward Chinese toilers how to fight their class ememies.

x o, %

Two projects of symptomatic importance were framed on
the basis of " this extension of the T.U. movement into new
lands: 1) the Pacific conference of working class orgamsations
called on the initiative of the Australian Trade Unions; 2t
Pan-Asiatic congress of labour unmijons convened on the imhqtn’f’
of the Indian and Japanese umions. Both are as yet projects
only, but it may be noted that while the first aims at linking
up working cluss organisations only, certain prominenf leaders
of the reformist T.U. movement of Japan are dreaming of a
Pan-Asiatic  conference atlended by representatives of !
workers, employers and governments on the type of the Geneva
Labour Oifice of the League of Nations.

. Bui, apart from the dissimilar nature of both conferences.
they show that outside Europe there are plenty working class
erganisations which have had the problem of the international




labour movement thrust on their notice and whith are now
beginning to look in their own way for some solutions to this
problem. With .all their essential differences, both conferences
are symptomatic as denoting that the trade unions of fresh
countries are about to enter the arena of the international T. U.
movement with their own demands, their own requirements, and
their own views. Another very illuminating circumstance pointing
to the awakening of the workers of these new countries is the
All-America Seamen’s Conferemce to be held in Montevideo
on the 15th of March of this year. It was to have met in Havana,
but the wild persecutions of the Cuban workers by American
Imperialism put it out of the question.

Up to a twelvemonth ago the East simply .did not exist
for the Amsterdam Internatiomal, but since the Chinese labour
upions joined the R.I.L.U. and the Chinese workers have
shown that they represent a force to be reckoned with, Amster-
dam has roused itself and begun to play up to the Indian trade
unions, many of whose leaders are, as is well known, promising
young reformists. Of course, the Amsterdam International had
no wish whatever to do with the Chinese labour unions that
had appealed for help to the European workers. What could
Amsterdam have to do with any struggle against Imperialism?
The mere mention of struggle is enough to upset the digestion
of the Amsterdam leaders and break in on their peaceful
sncbbish wellbeing that abhors disorder, disquiet and disregard
of existing laws, especially when the people who violate them
are “wild, uncultivated” workers. How ‘be it, we are confronted
with a development of the labour movement in the non-European
countries and an urge towards international federation which
faces the R.LL.U. with the many tasks we now propose to

deal with.

* * *
~ The period under review is likewise in the highest degree
interesting in that both the bourgeocisie and the reformists, and
they particularly. have persecuted the workers. It is common
knowledge that the alliance between the social democrats and
the most reactionary imaginable bourgeoisie is a perfectly olpen
one. There is a complete division of labour: the police follow
up and arrest the leaders of the revolutionary unions while the
reformists seize the trades halls and anything belonging to
their political opponents they can lay hands on. The last arrests
in Yugoslavia aimed at preventing the meeting of the Congress
of Independent Trade Unions to have been held on fanuary 25th,
were ideologically prepared beforehand by the social democracy
and the reformist T.U. federation. The same thing in Roumania
and Greece, Mention need hardly be made of Bulgaria — the
role of the social democrats in the Tsankoff brutahities is well
enough known as it is. :

_ But this Balkan type of Holy Alliance of Amsterdamers
with the police and secret service agents has a tendency to be
applied in other couniries as well. Such an attempt is being
made in Finland where the social democrats are using the
methods of the provocateur against the T. U. leaders 1o prepare
the way for splitting the T.U. centre. to get the leadership of
the same into their hands later on. That is how the democrats act
wherever they are weaker than the communists and the revolu-
tionary workers. But where they have the T.U. leadership they
take far simpler action. In that case. as in Haly for instance,
the alliance of the police and reformists carries ont the very
same tasks in a different way. The reformists dissolve the
umons and the police arrest the leaders. For some reason or
other this is called, not Balkamising, but democratising ihe

mions

There is thus not the slightest doubt that certain of the
soctal democratic and reformist T.U. leaders have approached
still closer to the ruling classes and the bourgeois state, and
for the sake of retaining their places in their seats of power.
form a bloc with the police and the secret service to smush
the revolutionary wing of the labour movement. And affer
breaking up the unions. with the Amsterdam [International’s
assistance, they will enfer new victories on the credit side of
their accounts, forgetting. however, to add the price at which
these most dubious victories will have been bought.

' o, ¥

_ The course struck by certain of the T.U. bureaucracy
bringing them into closer touch with the police to throttle the
revolutionary T.U. movement is only part of the strategic

plan aiming to keep the T. U. leadership — whether the workers
want it or not — in the hands of the social democrats. The
same object is being aimed at by the new orientation in relation
to the American T.U. movement to mobilise its forces not only
against the Soviet trade umioms, but particularly against the
growing opposition inside the reformist trade unions. To the
same extent that dissatisfaction grows inside the reformist
unions and the opposition takes root, are closer ties welded
between the leading lights of the movement and the beurgeois
state and its organs on the one hand, and help sought from
the A. F. of L, on the other. Of all the labour organisations on
the face of the earth the A.F.cof L. is the most moderate. Its
bigwigs are mostly out and cut reactionaries who openly
fraternise with fascists, are bitier enemies of Socialism; (hey
regard Soviet Russia with horror and are always besecching
the Government of “these States” never to nise Soviet
Russia. Hitherto always takirg up a negative athitude 1o the
limited trade unionism of America, the European social demo-
crats have at last discovered some kindred trait in the U, S. A.
inovement and are now prepared to go and learn of the A.F.

of L. leaders.
~ This is giving rise to a most interesting and peculiar state
of affairs in many European countries, namely, that in the
same measure that the masses are mcst evidently turning
towards the U. S. S. R, as is to be seen from the numnber of
workers’ delegations pouring into Rusgia, the leaders are
looking to America. P
There is a cleavage inside every feformist Yorganisation
owing to the opposite directions in which the working masses
and the Amsterdam burcaucracy are moving. This change in
favour of America and these attempts {0’ drag Uncle Sam into
European_affairs to oppose the left-watd drifting labour move-
ment of Europe, in the first place of Britain, is a characteristic

feature of the past year. )
* * * .

Another symptom of the growing disquiet and uncertainty
prevalent among the masses is to be seen in the growth of left
tendencies in numerous social-democratic parties and the ides
broached by the British Independent Labour Party of uniting
the Second and Third Internationals. It is only a demagogic slo-
gan for some of the leaders, Of that thgre is not the slightest
doubt. But the fact that the I. L. P. leaders are being forced to
have recourse to such demagogy is enough to show the serious
change that has conte about in the masseg, For the Third Inter-
national has always been a bogey for every sort of humanitarian
British socialist. If these moderates are now dishing up a plan
like this (while refusing to fight together with the British Com-
munpist Party for the working class’s most elementary gains)
it least of all points to a stabilisation of capitalism. Were we
even in possession of no other data evidéncing the instability
of the so-called stabilisation, the mere birth and growth of the
left spirit within the social democracy would be suflicient to draw
the conclusion that things are far from well with capitalism.

How restless the masses are may be seen from the circum-
stance ol the German Social Demnocratic Party and the General
Trade Union Federation having agreed to form a united front
with the Communist Party on the question of counfiscating tle
property of the roval houses. Neither the Social Democratic PParty
nor the G.T. U.F. had the faintest idea say a couple of wuchs
before of supporting this Communist Party slogan and had
apenly opposed the Commiunists ‘on this question. The sloman
met, however, with such a warm response from the masses 1hat
both the S. D. P. and the G. T. {J. F. vere forced into taking up
the matter with the Communist Party- and jointly advocating the
demard made in the slogan that for fong did not please either
the social democrats or the T. U. bueeaucrats, And what about
the Left, almost revolutionarv, speeches of many  prominent
leaders of the Fremch amd Austrian social democracy? It is not
so long ago since there was complete politico-ideological unani-
niitv in the ranks of the social democracy, and suddenlv we have
these speeches. in themrselves valuable svmptoms, destroving the
previous harmony,

What to these facts show? That there is a <ullen ferment
working in the masses which is reflected on top among the
social democrat leaders, some of whom, for fear of losing in-
fluence among the masses, have begun to sing a different fune
and are calling for the formation of the very umited front tha
was laughed to soorn for years in the columns of the socia.



dentocratic press. But, besides these people anxious to make
a little political capital out of a new phrase, we have social
democrat militants fired by a sincere desire to find a way out
of the blind alley up which they are being marched. Actually,
there has always been such a desire, but not still now has it
acquired that general mass impetus, that in turn marks a new
sfﬁe in the development of the world labour movement, firstly;
and bears witness, secondly, to anything but a happy state of
affairs in social democracy.
* o *

Careful examination of the domestic life of the LF.T.U.
and the R.IL.U. during the period reviewed reveals the deve-
lopment of two different processes: in the Amsterdam Inter-
pational an intensification of the ideological struggle, growing
differences of views ill-veiled by polite phraseology, and a steady
marking time. Inside the R.I.L.U. increased ideological soli-
darity and an extension of its sphere ol influence in the East,
above all to China. Now, the fight going on inside Amsterdam
is forcing both sides to seek allies, one side looking to the
Right, to America, for its allies, the other side to the Left, to
Soviet, Russia. While the idea of unity is being caught up by
ever greater and greater numbers ol the workers and being
steadily opposed by Amsterdam, it is being lent all possible sup-
port by the R.1.L.U. In the minds of the broad masses the truc
advocates of umity are the Communist International and the
R.ILL U.: that can be neither disputed nor disproved, it is a
title won and recorded. With all the fluctuation of the revolu-
tionary minorities — which was particularly evident in Germany
- the R.I.L.U’s influence in the world labour movement is
slowly but surely growing, while the authority and influence
of the Amsterdam International is slowly declining. For that
body the fateful question has been and is the question of unity:
it is the rock on which the whole of international reformism is
bound to go smash. Amsterdam’s authority has only increased
among the bourgeoisie who are wholly and fully with Amster-
dam against Moscow,

But it must not by any means be taken for granted that
closer contact between the bourgeoisie and the Amsterdam Right
Wing and further concrescence of the reformist leaders with the
bourgeois state (the Reformist Confederation of Labour and the
Left Bloc in France, etc.) in any wav signify that the ruling
ciasses are going to fulfill the moderate reformist hopes and
. expectations. Exactly the reverse; the nearer reformism ap-
proaches the ruling classes and the better its intentions become,
the more suspicious and cauiious ebcomes the attitude of the
bourgeoisie to it. It & enough to consider the mutual relations
of Fascism and reformism in Italy to realise that in some coun-
tries the reformists have already played their part and that the
Reaction can get on without them.

Consider again the many years' t1alk in the International
Labour Office about special legislation in general and the eight-
hour working day in particular with not a single thing actually
being done. This inactivity ot the Amsterdam International and
the bodies set up with its help is making for discontent among
the most peacefully inclined workers and leading to their marking
encrgetie protest. The International Labour Office is a white
sepuichre like other “achicvements™ ol reformism (Dawes Plan,
Locarno, and so on), and will tinally lead to the discrediting of
the Amsterdam International.

Unlike the 1. F. T. U. the R. L L. U. has always called
down on itsell the hatred of the bourgeoisie, a hatred that is
growing steadilv. It is not for nothing that the bourgeois press
is horrihied with the very idea of an International Unity Con-
gress and beseeches Amsterdam not to fall into this Muscovite
trap. for the bourgeoisie are afraid of two things: 1) unification
of the whole world T. U. movement into a single Trade Union
International; 2) that somehow or other demagogy (read ‘com-
sgrunism) might get the upper hand in such an International. The
Amsterdam leaders fear the same thing. but such fear is the last
thing 1o show that they have coniidence in their own forces.
Fight the Awmsterdamers never so hard. though, against this
international vnity congress or however many a left winger may
waobble on this issue, cur slogan is making headwayv in the
masses and winning more and more adherents which means
that Amsterdam is neeting with defeat on this policy.

* , %

Where, then. is the international T. U. movement heading?
The workiny m:vwes are clearly moving left. Of that there

can not be the slightest doubt. But while the broad masses
are driving to the left, some of the more witless leaders are
sticking to the old formulas, giving preference to coalition with
the bourgeoisie over any coalition with the communists, and are
prepared to smash any organisation at all to prevent the united
front beirig formed and unity brought about. This leftward
drive of the masses is not, however, the result of objective
conditions only, but is also a result of the work of the Com-
munist International -and the R. I. L. U. The unity idea is
gaining ground. It has struck root, and the more extensive the
crisis becomes and the more the economic position of the
toilers deyeriorates, the greater the sympathy shown with the
slogan of the umted front and unity. No matter how splendid}
organised the’ social democracy may be in some countries (s
in Austria, and Germany) or what measures they may take
against this miiitant slogan, it is forging ahead. transcending ail
boundaries and smashing all barriers and is so enthusing the
masses that, as happened in Germany, the most out-and-out
opponents of the united front are being forced to buckle fo
and work shoulder to shoulder with the hated communists
though only for the tune being.

Simultaneousiy with the spread of the unity idea extensively
and intensively among the broadest masses, there is a turn
to the left taking place seen most clearly in the new orientation
towards the U. S. S. R. reflecting. on the one hand. the crying
reed for umtv. and on the other, the political and economic
victory of the Russian proletariat.” Soviet Russia’s ecoiomic
growth is reacting on the international Jabour movement as seen
in the growing sympathy for the U. S. S. R. and, particularly
important, for revolutionary methods of struggle as well.

The change in favour of Soviet Russia likewise means the
beginning of a change of tactics in every country. This means
that the mass of the workers have lost confidence in the old
methods and although the left social democratic workers do
not yet draw the full political conclusions from their sympathies
to Soviet Russia, these conclusions will come of themselves.

Along with this change of the masses looking to Soviet
Russia there is a change occuring among certain of the leading
circles towards America. Now, the whole question is one of
which of these two forces will prove to have more attracti-
power of the working class — America or Soviet Russia. For
the greater number of the leaders of international reformism
America, with its full-blooded capifalism, is the promised land.
The working masses for whom America is synonymous \Yifh
new ways and means of scientific management and exploitation.
have nothing to seck overseas, they look to the U. S. 8. R
and by that thev are turning their backs on the Second
Amsterdam Infernationals and their policy. To a broad and deep
leftward move — that is where the development of the inter-
national trade union movement is heading.

POLITICS

Cross Currents in the British Labour Party.
i N By R. Palme Dutt.

During the last few weeks a number of events have taken
place in the lile of the Labour Party. which bring out with
increasing sharpness the conilicting tendencies within it. On the
one hand the Right Wing has nioved more openly towards 2
Liberal-Labour alliance or even fusion, and the issue has nov
become one ol general discussion within the party. On 1he.othelj
hand the conflict of working class interests with the policy ol
ihe parliamentarv leaders has been sharply brought out by the
Weir Houses quesiion. in which the parliamentarv group. ater
severe internal division, definitely threw over the policy of th
Irades Union Congress. and the Right Wing leaders ﬁPP"e._
discipline to the I el Wing to compel them to accept this. This
has aroused strong criticism. cven the Independent Labour Party
officially censuring the action of the parliamentary group. Finallv
the Labour Party I'xecutive has at last begun the policy of exclu-
sion. not only against individual Communists. but against bf*.*?
labour parties. At the same time the Left Wing movemeat I5
rapidly “gaining strength in the local labour parties. and a
national conference will shorily be held.




