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YOUTH LABG

Increase of Youth Labor in Michigan
Metal and Automobile Factories
Shows Up Important Union Work

-‘-f-.,—a-u—-——-
By MAX SHACHTMAN.
The prevalence of youthful tollers in the metal, machinesy and automo-

hile imKutry of Michigan, can be peen as ons of the main reasons for the
abxence of trade unfon organization in these notoriously open shop indus-
tries, according to a'detailed report just made public by able investigators.
The report shows that young workers are replacing. the sadults, not onl
in the unakilled crafts, but also In the skilled and even in the highly skilled.
Such jobs as assistant chemist, machine majder, eore maker, acetylene and
electric-are weld«ri milling machine;
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operator, internal and external

grinder, brake and cable adjustor,
guroline engine etrector, inspectors
and numerous other jobs that used
to be considered the exclusive work

of ‘adults with yesrs of training and

experience, are now being taken by
voung warkers between the ages of]

14 and 21,
Michigan, and especially the ecity

of Detroit, is well known as one of
the least organized union localities

in the country, the metal tradeg and
automobile industry being particu-
larly weak. Such ¢ once powerfu
trade union as the International Ap-
nociation of Machinists, for exam-
le, Is now at but s shadow of its
ormer strength, due to a large ex-
tent to the large influx of young
workers, who supplant théir older
brothers.

The young worlers are recruited
largely from the farms and from
among the foreign-born youth and
the comparatively higher wavo they
receive is calculated by the big em-
ployers to keep them {rom or aniz-
ing for real living wages and
conditions.

The cost, of living, however, forces
the youpg workers to seek higher
wages and the lack of opportunity
drives them from the hetal manufac-
turing slave pens after a short time.
Most of the young workers léave the
factories after holding the ?
an average of two and 8 hal
hecuure of the lack of chance for
advancemént, either in position or
wages, and becaune of the long houts,
which run bigher thnzr
week in many cases. The wages are
pitifilly low when the cost of living
anil the dangers of the, work. ere gon-
sidered. The averayge wage s less
than 50.cents an hour und the dangers
to life, health and-limb are tremen-
doun,

Youths, just out af school, and
many of them not even having & pub-
lic school education, are diawn .into
the factotles without any considera-
tion being given -to thelr future life
or education.

Many of them are turned out by
the scab nests which are called by
the sweet sounding namea of “vo‘-.
cationg]  training”, or “Industrial
schools. In. Saginaw there arg two
high schools (the Saginaw and the
Arthur Hill), which give a four-year
vocational tiaining for voung work-
ers.  Lanaing, Flint and. Bay City
have similar institutions. In Detroit,
the Cass Technical high school is the
preparation school for young workers
who are to break down the conditions
of work and wages of the workers
in general. Of 449 youtha in a typl-
enl group of the Boyw' continuation
school of Detroit, 332 were prepat-
ing for.the metal and automo ille in-
duatries, .

Added to this, is the illegal em-
plovment of many of the “iinors
in hazardous work. In one year, 1
were ‘killed, 223 lost n limb or part
of one, and over 1,200 were Invo ved
in accidents which necessitated their
ahsence from work from anywhete
between two weeks and a year These
fizures are only for the manufactur-
ine industrien and do not tqke ‘into
account the young workers in arri-
cultural, mining, quarrying, trans-
portation amd - other wotk, Another
fact 1o consliler ia that these Agures
are for the year 1918, since which
time the percentage of youny work-

tter

ob for
years,

60 hourn per

ers Kas increaned considerably and
with it the toll which industry col-
lects from thé blood of the slaves
who arind out the profits for the
bosses.

It is significant that ‘the
Ised 1abor movement in Michigan has
rerlizsed the situation with which they
are confronted. Thin was evidenced
by the resolution passed at the last
convention of the Michigun Btate
Federation of Labor in Detroit, call-
ing for s campsign to organize the
oung workers into the trade unions.
')i'hh was after the initiation of a
similar campaign by the oun
Workers League of America, whic
has now entered with more effort and
organised force into .the drive.

As has been pointed out in the
columns of this paper for the last
few montha, the ever-growing parti-
cipation of the youth in the indus-
tries of this countty presents a great
menace to the standards and union
.organizations of the entire working
clans. The bosses and their organ-
izations see the advantages that will
accrue to them if they can supplant,
even to a small degree, the older
workers with the younger on.a. The
older workers are moré susceptible
to a plea for unionization; the
younger ones atill have the paychol-
oy of the capitaliats which they
huve been taught in the schooln, the
newspapers, the moviesx and the
church. Having been. impreased with
the nlleged viclousnesa of labor un-
fons, it is-necessary to approach them
.in a somewhat different fashion than
the older workers.

The Young Workers League pro-
gram of & bureau for the education
amt srganination of the young wwk-
ers into the trade unians would go a
long way to molving this perplexing
nroblem.” The lLeggue-in interested
in protecting the interesta of the
working clane In general an well an
those of the young workers, whose
working clasn expreasion the league
ir. The organization of the young
workers into the uniona would go n
long way towards bhettering the con-
ditions and increasing the wages of
both the young amd adult workers.

The youth arc being used ax renbs
in more and more instancer. The
necensity for educating and organ-
izing them becomes more apparent
every day. The report of the condi-
t'ons in Mfchigan i another example
of this crying needl.

1t should not be forgotten, how-
cver, that the Young Workerr |eague
by no means advocates the organiza-
tion of the young workers into unions
which are separate and apart from
the already existing organizations of
the workers. On the contrary the
league i3 unalterably opposed to such
a plan, believing that the intereats of
the oldet and younger workers are
identical In that they are members
of "the wotking class. What the
lens ue doea maintain, though, is that
a different paycholopy exists among
‘the young workers which maken
neceexrary a different method of ap-
proach.

The workers of thin country, young
and old, must [ace the problem of the
voung workers In industry and real-
ize that the only way out of the
dilemma id an inténsified campaign of
oreanizntion as outlined in the plan
advocated by the Young Workein
league of America.
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To All Redden of ¢"- [:tcrnational
of Youth and the Yi{.I. Review

Comrades s )

By closing tne publishing house of the zx Intermational, General
Seeckt, the imstrument of Stinnes & Ca, kr? ¢ lcemjted to prevent (he
publication of our magazincs. The vegular (.. ‘c» of the leaguen with
our magesines had, therefore, to be Intormupicd ‘Ihe Executive Committee
has immedistely taken steps to mswse their gontin ~3 pillication. The Novem-
‘ber isaue of the “International of Youth” (Gan‘tam sdition) and the Decem-
ber isane of the Young Communist’ Internatien;) Roview (German dm..z.
which were in print st the time of the cicslag of the publishing house, will
appear in a few days. Ow .the 15th of Jameiry 8 ble. number of the
“International of Youth” (Deccmber-January, Gorman odition) will be_ pub-
lished. Frem then it will appear regulariy. i

The publication of the English wdition of tie “Internations! of Youth™
the Young Communist Internations] Review dd the Bulletin for
of Children’s Groups is guaranteed by priaticx it sutside of Germany.

We are convinced that (he readers of eur pagasioes and our -mrbv-llp
. of the dictatership of the white gemerale with
r organs and with .o iniensified propagands for

Every Communint wins a new reader—thot must be (he anuwer of the
younyg mwnist to General Heeckt.

Dewn with the white dictatorship in Germagy!

Long lve the international militant orgax of the young workern und
peasanin, the “International of Youth!™

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
. THE YOUNG COMMUNIEST INTERNATIONAL.

Mencow, Upcember, 1928,

will answer the attem

even grester falth in. t
them

AINY THERE BEEN
O CHANGE YET MISTER?

Workem! Ar;u Y;i‘lﬂGbinizhtbﬁlk‘t’ i'oufyCizlldrcii 'Ap;)cal to Capl-
talist Courts to Save Them From Children Siavery
When This Power Rests In Your Hands?

Youth Get Attention of
Workers Party Convention

, By MARTIN ABERN,

The third National Convention of the Workers Party gave strong enlorse.
ment to the atrugzle of the Workers P'ajty for the formation of a eluas
faimer lubor party, emdorsed the york of the industrial sdepartment, tul!
out a policy for an sygressive campaign for tie protection of the foreign
~ortn workera, anid formuluted a policy for the campalpn agninat the strongly
developing militarismi of America.

The details of the report on the labor party policy, industeinl and other
major campaigne of the Party can he read by the comrades in the Daily
Worker, now heing published. The Young Wnrkers league eame in for
conaiderable attention at this conven-
tion, and fulleat support to the Young
Workers league for the future was
indicated by the statements of the
The youngy communist movement, as
represented by the Young Workers
League of Amrricn, was recounized
as forming a broad hanin for the de-
velopment of the Woikers Party in
future years.

The leugue waz represented by
three delenntes, at this convention in
Chicagn, December 30, 31st, and Jan-
vary tst: comrades Martin Abern,
executive secretary, John FEdwards,

the Pennvylvania Steel and eonl area,
and on tie Pacific coaxt.” The posni-
bilitler lor growth are tremendous
and the goal hax been set for 10.000
mcmbers’ in the Young Woarkers
League in the next yvear,

The propaganda for, and organiza-
tion of. « number of shop nuclel or
shop uri's, and the formation of the
lunior section of the Young Workers
Leugue were the biggest achieve.
ments’ nf the League in the past six
montha, In addition, the league han
carried o, he reported. extensive
work on the economic fleld; and the
loawyiae hae owvnerated eloselyv with

Washington Busy Preparing War
Machinery; Sec’y of War Re
Big Growth in American

By HARRY GANNESN,

Yvery duy in Washington, the war departnient In Yreparing fur the
succersful mobilization of the young workers of thir countey in the eltizen’s
‘military training camps in the summer time. This i» but one of the detalln
that Is occupying the slaughter burrau which aliead) rprnds K3 cents out
of every dollar collected by taxes by the Uhited Kintea governmnent,

Moeat astounding, however, is the adyance report ol the Necretary of War
which pointa out the mushroom growth of the military forsen uf the United

rts
ilitarism

Staten. The smperfalist position of
the United Rtates harx foreed It to
mird itnelf for military ventures,

" The army and naval forces are
lrouh\n beyond all previocus propor-
tione, ' The following fAgures taken
from the report for 1924 of the Recre.
tary of War give a vivid picture of

talistn:

P2.088 to L2014, the national guare

States fom 212,000 to 371,770,

M4.010.  From
Jan. 1, l!‘"o,'llw
and navid) wervice <tations
rose from HH6OK to 117,248

Aprit 15,

1910,

abrous

hillion

the growing military oetopus that is
being pampered by American ceapl.

“During the past ten jears, while
the cost of national defehne han been
doubled, the regular army has in-
creaned its actual totu!l strength from

from 120802 to 160698, the argan-
ized rexerves from 0 to TRAIN, and
the total of the army of the Uplted

In the citizen's military lrah\!;\l.
campa from 0 to 31,000, widl the re.
serve of inividunls unider training
has thur inereused from 243.86hH to
to
persons fn military

When it ir yemembered that three
Yollars are invested already
in thix™ ¢ountry in naval equipment, nnd especially the youth,

together with the vapt military de-
selopment pictured by the war see.
retar)y s report, a relishle gouge (o
offerel 1o the growth: of Ameriean
imperialiom,

It neemn as the the pro-mititarh
bossen are sttiving bard to mobilise
their army of A000000 ehiefly from
the mansen of youny wothers and
mudents in this country under the
agwe of 25, The attempte of the atud-
ents to holid peace conferences s not
enough as the)y entirely ignore the
economic baris of imperialism. They
fall te recoxnize that imperinlism
munt have an army, and that pacifinm
i»x no wall against the tidal wave of
militatiam which s sweeping® this
country,

The letter to the thind convention
of the Workera P'arty from the Com.
muniat Internationul in + ‘mintakable
termn pointe out the dany. of war;
added to that the repoart of the secre.
tary of war which reveals the never.
I cearing feverish activities earried on
by the militarista in the ecountry
there in m grave situation that must
be fueedt by the workers of Amerien

t

Students Scab
On Sauthern
Typo. Union

ASHEVILLE, N, C.—The une of
young students from the non-union
typenetting nchool at Macon, Ga.,
te hreak the nirike of ()pewrtters
on the two open shap daillex In
Anheville, in another instance of
the growing une of young workers
in industry and the necessity of
Ametican lahor adopling a pro-
nram for the organization of
yourg workers inte (he (rade
unions similar to the one proposed
by the Young Workers league of

America, which in foremont in
thix campainn,
The typexcliers, memberr of

International Ty pagraphical ¢ nion,
Local 263, xtruck on the two dailien
when the onneix of the twn papern
refused to athitrate a new -wage
neale with the 35 men involved,
The young neabs were hrought
in by & irm of rate known an Me-
Cone and Flagx, which operates
in vhe name of the notorious Open
Shop Publinhers  nnaciation,

Murtin - Abern, wecretary of

strengthening xome of the newly or-
ganized  branches  in that
Abern will he in Cleveland on Lieb.
kneeht Day. Jin 200h, to wpeak at

soung workers in thut ety in com.
memoration of Karl Lisbknecht and
Roan Luxemburg,  flefore golng to
Clevelund, the seetetury will stop off
at Dillonvale, 'n., on Jan, 19, ’nr a
mieting weth the comraded there; he
e nlen expected to vpit Younestown
on Jan, 21, folloning which Warren,
York e and Fast Liverpool may ex.
poct a enll,

Secretary Visits Ohio League

the
Yount Workers League, (s muking a
tour ‘of the Ohlo territory to ald inmat-ly 10,000 vaters, phout 14

distriet.

the maxx meeting arcanged by the

Negro Editor Is For
Organization of All
U.S. Y@_g Workers

(Crunader Merviee))

CHICAGO, — That  the woarking
clusns negroes of thin ecountrs ppe n.
doraing  the atand of The Young
Workers Joague of America In main.
taining a united front of white and
negro youth in the face of the united
exploitere of thin country, In evl.
denced by a letter written to the odie
tor of The Whip, negro paper here,
by Ed. Ryan, editor of Ryan‘s Weekly
and negrn member of the state legls-
Inture of Washington. In his com-
munication Ryan writes:
“My Diar Bditor:

“1 ni tnapirist to write you by res.
sn of a cut appearing in the De-
fender of  December 1B, entitled
“Frasing Color Prejudice.” 1t han
nceurred to me that this group of the
Young Workerd' League m-urd make
a fine «tart towhrd building o militant
plitical urganization,

“For more than thirty years | have
been connidered radical, and am now,
ar you may be aware, R member of
the: Washington legixlature, repre.
wenting the I"urmrr-r,uimr group. At
pre<ent.l am nerving my second term,
having been reclected in 1022 with an
increaned majority,

“In my dintrict, there are approxis
of
which are negroes, In bath elections
I led my ticket notwithatanding that
both of my colleaguen on the Farmer.
labor ticket were white men.:

“My only reason fur detailing this
to you ‘in to point oyt the fact that
among the organisesd working groups
thers in o race prejudice and t
motto of the Young Workers league
of Chicarw, *‘There in but one race,
the human race,’ is not & mere play
on wurda,

Yours respectfulyy

4. H. RYAN,

Editor Ryan's Weekly,”
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