"On the Verge

of Revolution
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By MAX SHACHTMAN

The German workers, led: hy the

Communist Party and Young Com-|{b

munist League ' of Germany, ‘mow
stand on the very doorstep of revolu-
tion, of overthrowing the ecapitalist
givernment and instituting the Gere
man Soviet repnblic by mieans of the
dictatorship of ths proletariat,

The German Communists are’ In
this advantagcous position becsuse of
two outstan Inf ,
the terrible misery of the working
class and the impoverishment of the
po-calied middle, professional and in-
tellectual clgsses; the msecond is the
correct application of the united front.
policy by the Gommunlists themselves.

The government of Germany fis
hreaking down and splitting "apart

like the.hulk of a rotten ship. In-|¥

dividual states succeasfully dctﬁethc
central government at Berlin, ..
ratist movements flourish; reactiop
and fascism snicker at the attempts
of the chancellor to hold them In
check. The collapse in finances is
amaring. From April 1 to August
31 of this year the income (in mil-
Jlions of marks); was 17,498,144 while
the expenditures .were 1,237,574,896,
the income thus covering anly one
‘and one-half per cent of ths expendi-
tures.
during that same period was from
7.204,064,000,000 to 1,196,294,527,-
070,000 marks. Further: during July
the total revenues of the government
were 50,000,000 gold marks, obtained
thru' no less than fifty-six varietiea
of tayen. And the significant part
of this fact is that more than three-
quarters of this sum was raised either
wholly or in part from the working
class!

Now, the Germans are ready to
capitulate to the French in the Ruhr,
providing not for any alleviation of
the distress of the workers, but for
a profitable division of the industries
hetween © Loucheur of the French
Comite des Forges and Stinnes of
the big German industrialists, “The
working class han loat complete faith
in the ability of any bourgeois gov-
ernment to Kclp them in their hour
of starvation. The only roads that
were left open to them were Com-
munism or Fascism,

The -latler's hold on the German
workers was shown to be weak. by the
gwift and ridiculous failure of Luden-
dorff and Hitler to organize a suc-
ceasful upricing against the “regu-
iat” governments of either Bavaria
or Berlin. The uprising was imme-
dintely  suppressed, the ringlead.
ern. wers captured and the movement
fizzled out.

The rond lies open to the Commun-
jst revolution. Tho tactics of the
German Communists have proved td
be a complote vietory and vindica+
tion of the policy of the united front.

The German Communists have got
the minst posaible results and benefits
out ¢f the united front in that coun:
try. " Thru their wise tactics they got
the rank and file of the Soclal-Demo-
eratic party to force their leaders
into 2 united front in the provinces
(states) of .Saxony and Thuringid.
In bath these states, the Communisthk
apt Soclaliste formed a unitod -gov-
egnment, *into the cabinet of whie
hoth factions ‘entered. There, the
Communists showed the masies of
workers that they were the only party
which wan ready at nll-times to Aght
for the eolemeptnry needs of  the
massew.  They put the Socinliats ip
the position of either forsaking the
interests of the ' enpitalists or those
of the workers, The Socinlista, true
tn their traltoroun role, chose to leave
the workers in the lurch, I'art of the
Socinl-Demoerntie party, angered and]
diveusted by the tactien of their lead-
ers, formed a left ‘'wing. Many more
Joited the Communist party outright,
“The lorical conclusion of the unitdd
front ix the detachment of the masses
from the leadership of the right
wingers, and adhesion to the Com-
mumista, Thizx has heen achieved in
Germany and the Communiats hate
nothing more to gain from that pol-
ey, There i, in fact, much to be
loxt,  Should the Communista agafo
appeal to the treacherous Soclalista
to join them in the defense of work-
inr cluar intereats, it would only
rerve to continue in the minds of the
workers the {llusion that the Social-
itz arc capable and willing to go
nlone with the workers. This is not
true either of the right or left wing
of the Saocial-Democratic party,

There fn hut one more step to
taken by the German Communists

-revolution ean be successfull

facts. The first i8] Germ

The growth oY indebtedness|be

before they call upon the workers (o

overthrow the capitalist government
y force of arms and number and
form a Soxiet state. That step is the
counting of noses. No working class
J ) earried
‘out unlds the mjoﬂt of the work-
.ore_are on the side o!tho Comamun-
ists, the only foree which is willing
to go thru with and lead the revolu-
tion. Practically, the majority of the
, an workers are today on the side
! the Communists. But this must
made s certainty before .any call
10 - action' is issued. Tens of thous-
ands of workers are streaming Into
the raMks of the Communists. The
iargest trade union in the world, the
Metal Workers, is. under the over
whelming influence of the Commun-
sts and would have been jn their
hands had not the yellow Socialist
eaders manouvred the last conven-
tion delegate allotment to favor
themselves. The same with the tex-
tile workers, the railway workers and
dozens of others. The pauperized
‘white collar siaves, prolessional men,
Intellectuals and students are coming
over to the Communistsi. The Com-
munists have but to make sure of a
definite majority, and the moment for
decisive and final action will have
en reached!
But there are breakers ahead. The

course df a workers' revolution to |

Communism s not over a calm la-
goon, but over a tumultuous sea, be-
set ity enemy crdft, hidden mines,
stroms from the outside and dissen-
sions from within.
conntries which surround German

will not look on without taking ad-
verse action, just as they did when
the Russian workera shed their chaing
in 1917. France, England, Italy and
the other countries will intervene,
whether by sending troops of their
own or of their vassals, Czecho-Slo-.
vakia, Poland, the Balkan countries,
whether by subsidizing counter-revo-
lutionaries In Germany or enforcing
& blockade against Soviet Germany.

Yet, theae dangers muat not be
overestimated—nor “overlooked. In
spité of the cunning agitation being
carried on in England for a cordon
of battleshipa to be sent into- the
North and Baltic seas, the chances of
intervention are decreased by the re-
cent gains of the Labor Partv and
the resultant fall of the pound ster
ling; and it {a 'a commonly accepted
belief that in a month or so Mac-
donald, leader of the Laborites, will
be called upon by King George to
form a cabinet. Poldndi which would
be the first country donsidered by
France as'a too} for intervention into
m soviet Germany, {s going thru a
sharp political, financial and indusa-
trial crisis and has quite a bit of itx
own troubles, Besider, should Poland
attempt to atop the sending of mate-
rial help to Germany from Russia.
she will have more on her hands than
she bargained for. Czecho-Slovakia
has a huge and powerful Communist
party which would take: stringent
mensures agalnat any counfer-revolu-
tionary attempt by its government.
Bulgaria is scothing with an. ap-
proaching revolt of the workers and
pearants which will be even more for-
midable than the first one beenuse of
the prestige and i{nfluence which the
Communist party is gaining among
the workers and purticularly among
the pensants, in spite of ita firat
tefent,

America comes next in line and
concerna ur the most.  The indua-
trinl 161 ds and financlers of thia coun-
try are already aware of Germany's
condition and they are frantically in
search of xome means of rescuing a
brother capitatiat nation from the ap-
proaching  “ealamity”  of  working
clare rule.. Morgan has alrendy pro.
vored o billion dollar loan te the
mnkrupt German government. . Cool-
idge wisely refused to have the
United States government loan the
money because the budget bureau's

estimate on receipts and expendituree

shown that where the balance on hand
in the treasur yvat the end of the fiscal
yvear of 1024 ia £270,939,145, at the
end of the fiacal year of 1924 it will
be.only $34 more, that is, £270,919,.
179: and so he suggents that the loan
bhé swung by private ‘finance. Her-
bert Hoover, Sceretary of Commerce.
fa suggesting the creation of a for-
eitn commerelal credit for food sups
plies for Germany (letter to Con-
greeaman Hamilton Fich, Jr., of the
House Committee on Foreign Attaira)
In an effort to give temporury—he
admita that it can he only temporary
—relief to the German state. Samyel

The capitaliat |

‘conditions grow wor<e hourly,

il

Gompers, evil angel of the American
Federation of Labor, sensing the im-
pending doom of his German brother
bureaucrats, is agitating for the col-
lection of money to be asent to the
leadérs of the German trade unions
for distribution to the workers in an
attempt f{o bribe them with a decent
meal and get them to, depart from
their rising revolutionary  feelings. ]
Committees for aimilar collections are
springing up all over the country, the ]
one in Chicago having as its promi- \
nent sponsor Charles Pies, of the|,
war time Emergency Fleet Corpora- g
tion, and Jul.s Rosenwald, of the}.
anti-union, slave-driving Sears, Roe- )
buck Co. y
Against all these efforts to fore- |
stall a working clars revolution in 1
Germany, the class-conscious worhora |,
of the entire world will launch their }
counter attack. We Wwill send relicf.
but working class relief such an we p
rent to Soviet Ruseaia. We will eol- ]
lect money for the hungering Ger- i
man mansses to be distributed thru '
the International Workers’ Relief I
Committece (American representstive, '
the Friends of Soviet Russia and |
Warkers' Germany), which is already ]
doing wonderful work in feeding :
masnses of German workers, We will '
agitate in this country for the suc- \
cess of the German workers and ‘1
against any form of intervention by '
thir government or those that own|,
it, the capitalists and bankern. )
The German capitalist  state is
breaking down. The government and ]
the capitalista are unable to finance 1
the usual margin of imports. The t
mark is -floating around somewhere |
in the seventh heaven and an a re- \
sult the distribution of supplies from t
the farms ‘to the citien har stopped, \
leaving the workers without food, | |
Unemplosment fa whlespread aml thed
peaple are unable to huv food even \
thourh it were obtainable. - Senator i
I.a Fallette, recently retdimed from )
Germany, paints a blnck picture of '
the thousand« of ehilidren nnd adulte
dving every day from lack of food.
The dairy products, mil, eream and
fata, a0 neeersnry for the lives of
children, are yever «een.  For the
firat rix monthe of the vear 10,582
slaughtered for fond. the figures not
inchiding those killed on farms—and

Unable to stand their inhuman eon-
ditions any longer, the German
workers, the old and especially the
voung, are heing foreed td take the
next atep in the evolution of human
rociety, They are almut to east
capitalism on.the dungheap of his-
tory and build for themselves a wo-
ciety of human beinge. Thev are
moving rlowly towards that desira-
ble goal. © led hy the tried and
trusted leaders of the workera the |
world over, the communists, they are |1
about to make the first move in that |
direction, the ereation of the Soviet]
Republie of Germany, the ally and]
sister of the Unlon of Soclalist |
Soviet Republics!? ]






