Leading the Junior Groups - -

Note:—This is the second of a
geries of three articles by Comrade
Shachtman on the Communist chil-
dren's movement. The concluding ane
will deal with the mew relations be-
tween the ¢hildren and their parents.
—Editor.

* = =
HE leader of the Communist <chil-
dren’s groups is not a teacher iin
the sense that one considers the in-

school. Tar from it!
purpose is the organization ©f the
working class children to an under-
standing of the struggle that is go-
ing on right in the midst of life, arous-
ing the children to the necessity of
being a participant in the great bat-
tle for proletarian freedom. And for
this task it is mot necessary to be
eqguipped with an crudite knowledge
of the educational theeries and me-
thods of the boungeocisie. Quite the
contrary—it is too oftemn a pesitive:
hindrance. The purpose of all bour-
geois education is the preparation of |
the child to be a part of social life,
which today means the training of
good, eflicient, but none too intelligent
wage workers. The Communist junior
groups train ‘the child to fight against
bourgeois influence in education, and
the system that it supports.

A Leader's Requisites.

‘What is required of a leader of a
junior group is a simple understanding
of the aim of the Communist move-
‘ment and the desire to enroll the chil-,
dren into the ranks of the revolution-
ary workers, accomplishing this task
without resorting to any of that dish-
watery sentimentality and christian
humanitarianism from which the
yvouth is velatively free, but the wuse
of which has so eMectively killed off
any good that the socialist Sunday
schools ever produced. The leader
must be able so to obscure the fact
of his “leadership” as to develop the |
initiative of the children, stimulate
the spirit of freedom and solidarity’
and independence of external direc-
tion to the extent that the greups ar-|
rive at the point where the children
are themselves the judges, the legis-
lators and the executives. 1
But here the cry is raised: "What! |
Let a bunch of kids run loose? Per-
mit them to run things to suit them-
gelves? 'Why, that's independence
Tun riot! !

J isn't going to rain any more, the chil-

L
absorbing as any fairy tale ever was?

]

]

And the cries of indignation are

drowned in the angry spluttering of
he protester.

But wait, dear adult. It is here that
the leader of the groups enters, and
in a most inobtrusive fashion. Let us
admit that the children, when left to
themselves, are inclined to conduoct }
themselves in a rather “riotons” man-
ner, mot according te Robert's rules
of order. It is the task of the group]
leader te @irect this superabundance
of energy into the channels of Com- |
munist activity er education. This
must be done without leaving the im-
pression upon the child that such a
thing must be done because the group |
leader has said so.

Free Play to the Children.

Do the childrefi want to play games?
Very well, there are already a num-
ber of games that bring home to the
child the message of the class strug- |
gle, games which are being played by
large numbers of children with enjoy-
ment and profit. Do they wamt to]
sing? Excellent! A singing prele-
tariat is a marching proletariat. And!
instead of singing of the fact that it

dren soon learn and sing with enthusi- |
asm the paredy: “The capitalists ain’t
going to reign mo more” with at least
& dozen werses of their own compesi-
tion.

Would they like to hear a story, as

Let them gather around the group,
deader who has learned the value of
studying and repeating tl e stories of
the lives of working class heroes: |
Spartacus, Danton, John Ball, Laun,‘
Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg,
Wesley Everestt, Joe Hill—their name
is legion; or else he can relate some
tale of heroism of revolutionaries in
underground Russia, the armed march-*
es of the West Virginia miners, and |
the thousands of other incidents that
@bountl in the pages of working class
‘history thruout the centuries. !

‘Occasionally the Tleader will take)
his group on a tour thra the rich resi-
dential district and ‘then thru the see-
tion of the city where the workens ]
Tive, and permit ‘the c¢hild to draw his
conclusions from
in
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J questions will follow, giving the lead-|
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on the way, and ourselves. Games,
sports, plays, socials, all can be made
to serve as #ids in the development
of class consciousness, revolutionary,
solidarity, and fhe creative individuakli-
ty of the child in the interests of the
common ‘weal. f

Even in so small a matter as the.
wish of the children to chalk §yp side-
walks or buildings can be turned %o
good use. The leader will suggest|
that they chalk up announcements
of\ their meeting, or slogans of any|
sampaign in which the Communist)
Party, or the jumior groups are en-
gaged. Amnd it is quite probable that]

er the opportunity to draw from the |
ohildren the reply to the guestionsj
they themselves have asked. |

No Orders. 1

The leader of the junior group, if he
knows his real function, will never
order anything to be done, not evem
if the order to the children is that]
they should do things themselves. The
children will learn to organize them-!
selves upon an independemt basis.
When they learn that there is some-
“hing to be done, it will naturally de-|
velop that some division of labor is!

who are best fitted for the work will
usually volunteer or be <hosen. If it
is required that a ceftain job be done

in wvarious parts of the city, direc-|

tions will inevitably be issued assign-

Slowly but with certainty |
the functions of the group secretary,

ur‘l

]

|

!
E

i
|

;

i
]

tastrophe of the mark,
" | Rentenmark, an artificial

By Max Shachtman

Editor, Young Worker.

ing the child for membership in the
-anks of the revolutionary proletariat,
:an be found the seeds of the pedagog
of the future. While his task is differ-
ont from that which will be under-
taken by the teacher of our youth in
the Communist society—insofar as at
preseat the guestion is a political one,
of the class struggle—still, the method
of education and leadership is a sym-
bel of the methods that will be fol-
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ofine of Capitaliem,” a pamphilet jus
received from Europe. Also: *“Will

ereation,
would by ne means be able to with-
stand such a blow?”’ A most timely
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