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(Conclusion of Convention Report)

Report of National Executive Com-
mittee of League.

Comrade Max Shachtman, report-
ing for the national executive com-
mittee of the league (in behalf of the
former majority of the executive), re-
viewed the situation at the beginning
of the formation of the league and

| traced its development up to the pres-

ent time. He said that the league had
its origin in the Young People’s So-
cialist League, which had been mere-
ly a social organization. At first the
inheritance of the traditions of pure-
ly social activities from the Y. P. S.
L. were added to by the traditions of
a. purely sectarian nature acquired
during the days of the und®rground
Communist move-
ment in the United States. The com-
bination of these two ‘extremes, said
the speaker, had not made for the
advantage of the Young Workers’
(Communist) League, but with the
aid of the Young Communist Interna-
tional an excellent basis had been
laid in the form of resolutions' for
mass activities. But because the in-
herited traditions and old forms, the
excellent resolutions for mass activi-
ties remained in the form of excel-
lent resolutions. Comrade Shacht-
man said that the youth league had
needed some great blow to shake it
out of the sectarian and social atmo-
sphere and into a genuine ‘Bolshevik
atmosphere. However, there had been
some improvement. A struggle arose
within the league which brot some
realization that it was necessary to
carry the resolutions for mass activi-
ties into actual practice, There came
a division in the league, not on a poli-
tical question, but on questions of or-
ganizational policy.

Comrade Shachtman reviewed the
history of the differences between the
majority and the minority of the N.
E. C. of the league and the appeals
made to the Young Communist Inter-
national and its decisions, declaring
that Comrade Kaplan's appeals to the
International had not been accepted
but had been rejected by the Y. C. I

The decisions of the Infernational
had not been followed by a lessening,
but on the contrary, by a sharpen-
ing of the struggle within the league.
The struggle changed from one on or-
ganizational questions to a struggle
on a political line «of division.

Labor Party Issue Divides League.

The division, said Comrade Shacht-
man, came then on the question of
the party’s position on the labor party
issue, and the struggle sharpened to
great intensity in the league. This,
he said, had proven to be the great
blow which had been necessary to
bring the league to a realization of
the necessity of real mass activities.

The muﬂbchancter of the league's
activities ecame something that
could.. be- noticed, said Comrade
Shachtman. Actual contacts were ob-
tained with the masses of young
workers thru the factory campaigns
that were initiated. The member-
ship began to understand that its ac-
tivities were to be something differ-
ent from the mere organization of
dances and of educational classes on
the A, B. C. of Communism.

“All of this, he said, was connected
with the building up of shop nuclei.
The shop nuclei of the league, he said,
were as yet only a small handful, but
there exists the very big idea that
we cannot become a truly Bolshevik
mass. Communist organization unless
we reorganize on the basis of shop
nuclei,

Comrade Shachtman then reviewed
the course of the factional struggle
within the league as it reflected and
duplicated the factional struggle in
the party on the labor party issue.

He reviewed the world development
of the Communist youth leagues from
the time of the active part which was
played by the young members of the
social-democratic parties during the
world war, declaring that the youth
had at first, in the days of Zimmer-
wald, Kienthal, etc., played the role
of the organizer of the revolutionary
elements against the opportunist lead-
‘ers of the Second International. Oniy
later' they came to the role of car-

' rying out special youth work as dis-

tinguished from the general partici-
pation in party work.

The Young Workers' League, said

the speaker, despite the complete ab-
sorbtion of its membership in, the
party controversy over the labor party
issue, has now come to the point
where it can say it is on the road
to real mass activities,
. Comrade Shachtman maintained
that the league has gained in mem-
bership, citing figures covering the
"y'ut two years.

‘He spoke at length on the neces-
'8ity of Bolshevization of the league,
the anti-militarist struggle, the neces-
sity of reaching the youth of the
farms and the Negro youth,

In summing up, Comrade Shacht:
man said that in the course of being
Bolshevized the league would eradi-
cate the conception of “no maneu-
vers.” He sald that the absorbtipn of
the youth leaders into positions of re-
sponsibility in the party would tend
to obviate the danger of the youth or-
ganization and the party taking anta-
gonistic positions on policy. He said
that the youth would always take its
position in party struggles, but it
should always be sure to let its posi-
tion be a Bolshevik one.

Wrap your lunch in a copy of
the DATLY WORKER and give
it (the DAILY WORKLER, not the
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Kaplan Reports for Former Minority
of N. E. C.

Comrade Nat Kaplan, reporting on
behalf of the former minority of the |
N. E! C. of the Y. W. L., said that the |
convention must face a review of the
period from the second national con-
vention up to the present time, and
must face the real, vital tasks which
are absolutely essential to a Leninist
youth organization. He then proceed-
ed to point out the basic role that the
league plays in relation to the party
and the general class struggle. He
said*that he felt that Comrade Shacht-
man had-tried to drown under a flood
of words the real problems which the
convention must face,

The mere fact that Comrade
Shachtman had made a distincition |
between organizational differences
and political Rifferences in the' league,
showed that Comrade Shachtman was
not facing the differences which real-
ly did exist, said Comrade XKaplan.
From such a false beginning, he said,
Comrade Shachtman had been en-
abled to draw an entirely false char-
acterization of the group which had
been struggling thruout this period to
bring the league to a correct political |
line, which today we all know to be
the correct political line. Comrade
Shachtman had stated that it was
merely an organizational minority that |
grew up in the league, said Comrade |
Kaplan, while Comrade Williamson,
on the other hand, had told the
Fourth Congress of the Young Com-
munist International that it was a pol-
itical minority which was the reflex
of the political struggle in the party |
between the Pepper-Ruthenberg’group |
and the Foster group. As a matter
of fact, said Kaplan, the former ma-
jority of the N. E. C. had been per-
meated with the political misconcep-
tions of the Foster group of the party..
This had had something to do, he
sald, with a certain hesitancy in car-
rying out the decisions of the Y. C. L,
to which the Y, C. I. had called atten-
tion.

On the matter of trade union work
for the league the former majority of
the N. E. C. had taken an impossible
position before the second conven-
tion, declared the speaker. In the be-
ginning the former majority had been
an opposition in principle against the
struggle for ecomomic partial demands
among the young workers whic'h had
been set up dy.the Young Communist
International. Comrades Abern and
Edwards had apgued against the pro-
gram of the. Y, C. I, said Comrade
Kaplan, at the Third Congress, and to
substantiate.their arguments, they
had compared;the conditions of the
American young workers with that of
the young quggrp of European coun-
tries, claiming that the relatively high
level of the Young workers in this
country made it iinnecessary to carry
on such a striggle. These comrades
said Comradé Kaplan, had claimed
that there was no difference between
the conditions o6f the young workers
and the adu@‘ ioﬂers. Both the adult
workers and young workers have
the same ctendiions as equal wages
and hours, {fmpad argued, so why
struggle for cial interests of the
young workers? .When Comrade Bam-
matter came over here for the Young
Communist Iﬁ_ternatiepal, said Kap-
lan, these comrades/ had expressed
strong opposifion in principle to the
setting up of special youth demands,
and had contended that the role of the
youth league was only to participate
generally in strike movements. Com-
rade Kaplan cited as concrete ex-
amples cases relating to the struggles
of the Chicago garment workers and
of the cigar workers and miners and
the case of the uhemployment crisis
of 1924, when, he said, the former ma-
jority of the N. BE. €. were victims of
what Comrade Varga had described
as “the optimistic illusions of the Am-
erican bourgeoisie.”

Of a statement fo Comrade Shacht-
man that the political level of the
Young Workers League had been
raised and that the N, E. C. had en-
tered into political activities, Comrade
Kaplan asked what kind of political
activities? The*N. E. C. had been
drawn into political tivity against
the labor party policyl in the party,
while the majority of the league mem-
bership supported the line of the Co-
mintern behind the Ruthenberg group.
During the party convention the N, E.
C. had published a hurried edition of
the Young Worker carrying on the
first page a big head-line: “Foster
Group to Lead the Party,” and this
was another N. E. C, political slogan
that was not realized in practice,

Comrade Kaplan reviewed at some
length various campaigns wkich hai
been undertaken. He declared that
these usually began and ended with
publishing something in the paper,
The comrades of the former N. E. C,
majority would exhibit an issue of
the Young Worker containing their
articles, and would say, “Look.at the
campaigns which we have run!” When
the campaigns reached beyond the
limits of purely journalistic treatment
it was usually like the canipaign
among the young miners; the organ-
izers who started out, for the coal
flelds went instead to Boston or New
York. “What was the political line of
the former majority?” asked the
speaker. “Opposition to the labor
party.”

He quoted Comrade Shachtman as
writing that the advocacy: 6f a labor
party was the creation of a new illu.

sion and that the real danger to the
party and the league was not Loreism
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lbut theﬁabobp;rtyilfmhe Ruthen-
| berg up. Comgade™ Shachtman
' makes & strange imppessf®n, said Kap-
|lan, when he speaks now*of the form-
| er majority’s “enerﬂ determined
| and merciless fight nst Loreism
l in the league and the party.”

| Kaplan analyzed , the {fmembership
| figures’ given by Shachtfian and stat-
| ed that these were hopelessly at vari-
| ance with the facts. .

Discusging the two’lnajor decisions
of the Young Commu t International
in regard to the Anlérican section,
Comrade Kaplan said that the former
majority of the N. B, ¢. had shown
a characteristic hesitation in carrying
them out.

During the six months period be-
tween August, 1924, and February,
1925, said Comrade Kaplan, there had
been some extension into mass activi-
ty, and this was due to some extent
to the pressure and criticism of the
former minority. The efforts of the
N. E. C. to completély! immerse the
Y. W. L. into the fight against the
labor party policy, which had absorb-
ed nearly all of the league’s strength
and attention, was an expression of
the effort to get away from mass ac-
tivities again and into sectarianism.

Therefore, said Cdmfade Kaplan,
this opposition to the former N. E. C.
majority must not Be falsely char-
acterized; it was carrying on the role
of fighting for the line of the Com-
munist International and the Y. C. I,
while the former majority was fight-
ing against that line. Because this
former majority group was 6rganical-
ly connected with a similar group in
the party from which it absorbed its
ideas and misconceptions, the political
life of the Y. W. L. suffered heavily.

The last detision of the Communist
International supporting the Ruthen-
berg group of the:party, said Kaplan,
is in effect an endorsement alsp of
the comrades who had been fighting
for the line of the Comintern in the
Communist youth league.

Comrade Kaplan reviewed the great
problems which the new National Ex-
ecutive Committee faces in the im-
mediate present and future. Organ-
izationally, he said, we are but a
small group, but we possess the basic’
prerequisites for carrying on the Y.
W. L. to a brilliant record as the
American section of the Young Com-
munist International. “First and fore-
most must come a solidly united rank
and file, and second a uflited leader- 1°‘
ship. However, he said, ‘just as we P
are obtaining the required unity of
the rank and file and preparing toiti
make the first steps toward carrying |
on our new stage of work, we are.
already promised an’ opposition, an;3l
opposition not based ‘on policies nor &
upon a difference of point of view.
The promise of such’opposition was|
contained, he said, in’the resolution |
offered by Comrade Wiliamson on g,
behalf of the former- majority of the
N. E. C, the present minority of the ¢
Y. W. L., which undertdkes to make a e
realignment against the present lead-
ership of the party andof the league. |
He asked that the entite membership
of the youth league beslined up solid-
ly behind the Comintern and the de-
cisions for mgass activity laid down
by the Young Communist Interna-
tional. -

A resolution in ‘support of the re-
port of the former majority of the
N. E. C. was defeated by a vote of 23
fo 28. The resolution 'su'pporting the
report of the former minority of the
N. E. C., tha present majority of the
convelztion, was passed by 28 to 23
votes. In this vote, ¢ de Cannon,

one of the party delegafs, being re-
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leased from the unit ruyle by the party
delegation, *voted in_:

or of the
former majority of them.
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Uncle Sam’s Navy
Builders Ask for
Ten Cent Increase |.

WASHINGTON, Oct, 8—An average
wage increaase of 10 cents an hour is
asked of the gbdvernment by the
workers in the Washington and other
navy yards.

When the machinists in the Wash- |
ingtap yard last year asked that their
scale of 80 cents an hour be raised
to 90 cents, they got a compromise
of\ 82 cents. " Since that time wages
in private employment in similar |
work have risen beyond fhat figure.

Hearings will be held this month by
the wage board representing the
navy department,

French Iron and
Steel Production
Declining Again

S

PARIS, Oct, 8.——Frqpch iron and
steel production is showing a decline,
altho still higher than it was last May,
The last statistics available are for
August and show that month’s produc-
tion of iron was 712,000 tons. It'was
724,000 in July, 703,000 tons in June,
and 706,000 tons for May.  Steel pro-
duction in August was 616,725 tons,
625,000 tons for July, 600,000 tons Il{
June, and 596,000 tons in May. Many
furnaces are dampened, leaving 144
operating at the end of August.
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Seaplanes Rush Antitoxin

NORFOLK, Va., Oct, 8.—Spread of
diphtheria in the village of Hatteras,
N. C., caused one death, that of & 12
vear old girl, Seaplanes have taken
antitoxin to the village and physiciang

hope to prevent an increase in the
number of cages,
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« If you want to thoroughly un.
derstand’ Communism—study  it.
Send for a catalogue of all Com-
munist literature,




