
2 1 Janue.ry 

Dear Fred , 

Sending this book by a fri end Of mine as a belated 
Xmas c r d - it should amuse you . They are all best when 
sunrr - par·ticular .y the "Hi ghland Divi sions Farewell" and 
"We re all black bas t ards but .• . 11 

· What are you doing now, you old crab'? I had an amaz in0 

time in Bul ar i a and Yu oslavia ~XXKXEXim:XJt:M:R and have 
·r eturned with the old f i r es r ek i ndled from the home fires 
of the revolut i on . What they a r e d oing just can ' t be 
described and the sPirit of the pe ople was something I had 
imagined in day dreams, but which was better t han l mag i nat io: 
when seen in living fact . I worked for two mon t hs on the 
Yugosl .v Youth R lwway, and was for the last mont h elected 
Commandant of the British youth brigade working t here . Ti me 
and agai n I wished you were there ~ It would have been your 
Compleat Element - wh ek i ng a:tilll great rocks wi th sled e -
h ammers , '-ashin :> •• mount"a;~fl:- et-P-ea ": 5 . ..m., holding ma ss. 
frirndship ralli e~ nd si ng- songs with the ea0 er young Sl vs 

_D on t laugh but I m now the Proud holder of t he Yugoslav 
Order of Labour (2nd De0 ree , as well as a Udarnik on the 
R.s.ilway . Dorothy , who came out . s well , was als o a Udarni k . 
They ' re wonderful peoPle , Fred, and everything becomes clear 
es dayl i ght over there - you should try and get over :.tliHxE:th i 
summer, when another voluntary scheme is bein planned . No 
chance, I supDose? · 

How ' s Jezebel? Sold , I suppose, and no use with the 
pet rol cuts . D o you ever get any time off? I ' m living here 
on the wes t coast of the highlands until the summer, or 
until t he Ministry of Labour set t les me, trying out my long­
cherished scheme of d·:) in; some writing . I ve been here s i ne 
.October w'~,thout. many results, but now the old pen is at last 
gett i ne; un::ier way . Dorothy is here with me , working on her 
book on the Chartist, Ernest Jones . If you do get the time 
and can sPare the heavy tra.in far'e (about £7) come and stay 
with us. Any time will be fine , but in a couple of month s 
t h e vv-ea ther will be better and t he trout fishing and salmon 
poa.ching season will be under way , and we could "O places 
better . I wish you would ome, t ho I know its probably a 
Pi Pe dresm , and you ' re cheined. to Philip ' s heels night and 
dpy . But if you get out of a job, stop worr .'dn;:; for a week 
or two, and come here to think the wor J.d out • 

And write when you have time . 

~· 


