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Draft Resolution Points Errors in Unions ·Due to · 
Way Party $hould .Go • Runnin!I Too_ ·Far -Aielld
By DOXEY A. Wll.,KERSON 

WE have 110 fixed stand­
ard hr wl1ich to appraise 
the draft re.solution before 
ns for di:.t"ussion. On the one 
hand, the constantlv devel­opiug theor) of scientific social­ism providtts oo Mru-xi,$t Holy Writ with whid1 td compilre the tcJCt ot this doenrnent. On the otli.-r hand. it would benefit us • nothing l<> c-valuate the resolu-

DOXF.Y WlL'KERSON li111, rn1 the .hu�i� of some ideal conl'�ption !lf what we should like to ,c:e us tlie n.1tm·e and role nl 0111 party. Tiu: J,,.,1 \I c c:Jn do is to use the �l,neral �nidt"s of onr theory 
tm\ thr (•1>11l·rf'lll t.ict� of our exis­fo11c·,· 111 ,1n-h-i11g .tt .tu e!>Hmate. ·ru .,•1,.,t ,•Jth:111 do,•� the draftre.vJlutirm <ll'liut' valid and ade­
q11,,ti' ™-"'-t !\tCp-. for the Amori­
<'.l« Com,mmi�l Partv-t thisstage of its clc,•elopri1eut, andwith il� p1 ,•,�rmt relations to thelal,ur .uul  pnople's movement?Herc i� mv over-all point of view. t I thin� ii is illuminating to nppro,u·lt this resol11tion by com­paring its outlr,ok and policy pro­posals with the views and prac­ticu.� of t11e t>.irty we have been living with dm ing: the �st gen-eration. ' Wit have long been a p�ly 

,with pnt answeri: to .t ll l_1 11estions. We talked as if all problems bntl been solved, at leas.t Lheoreticall,y, and we knew all the solntions­or could readily find them in the History of the C.U.S.U., or Foun­atiQns or tlie pi-oper volume of 
Selected Works. This. of course, is the essence of dogmatism. Moreover, many of the an­swers we gave am demonstrably at odds with the realities of this period and .tUen to the Ame11i­can scene. Recall, for example, such widely-held beliefs as thest,J: The BoJ�heviks chnrtecl the universaJ path to socia l ism. Vio- • lent revolution is an indefeasible law in tlie (lpocb of imperialism. A one-party· dictu tor.d1ip of the prolellariat, \vlth c-urbs 011 the civil llbertie.� of the t:lass enemv, is the necessarv shtle fonn f�r the. transition to soc"iaJjsm. Our stnitegic outlook embraces on1y the ultimate goal of so­cialism; a lJ intei-medinte l)Olicies and programs are '·tactico . •• The "tnain blow'' m11st l,e d.i­rected against the Soe.ial-Demo­oratic misleaders of thf' working clus.q 1;1nd NegrQ _:People. WM is inevit:-rlile under irn­p�rjalism. Tlle necei�arv solution of th� Negro quesbion ·1i1is in sAJf-derer­. .mmation of the oppre�sed Negrn nation in the Black Belt. Political and icleologfcal de­velopment� in the Sl)vfol Union and the C.l'.S.IJ. otmslit11te n vaJid guide to policy fo1• �I .tr'(­

is� p:utics l'\l' l } 'd;cr.·. Slurp criticisms of Soviet furt'ign or rlo­mestlc policy are shtw sl:111d<Jrs. or reflect inuch-c-i11t1<:it·s in ,111�·s understand in/!. Lenin <lefiuPd the nrgnniza­tional principle,� ,vhjcb must shape tl.1e .M,1rx.ist "p;irtr t)f a 11{/W type" in all lirncs and places. Our party .is lhe vanguard of the American workinitNass, tlie sole organizing and guirl�ng cen­ter of tbose masses whrch will, one day bring soci1lis1� to our land. Merely to restate such ideas now, when fre.�h ideological 

About This Bulletin, This Jmlletin will appear every Lwo weeks until . the natio.nal cmwention in February. We urge •members of the ,Commn• nist J>arty to ,hite articles and lett�,�� giving their vicwJ in the llarty discussion. It should ho hornl' in mind that this phase o[ the 1>re-conventiou discussion is hasecl o.n the dr11ft resolut\on issued by the National Com­mittee. 1'he deadline for articles for each issue is two· weeks before puhlication date. If at all pos­sible, mannscJ1ipl<t should be typed (double space). Ma.dmum fongth for articles will be 2,500 words, though the shorter tl!,e better. Every effort wiU be made . to have each issue present vary­ing l•oints of view, cover a vn. riety of topics and represeot dif­ferent parts of the country. Article,t must recei\'e some identification. They must be sent th-rou,t;h district offices wilb an accompanying note from tJ1e t'1 istTio.t ( or from the section in 
caSt\i where the sections are for from tJ,e cl.istrict he11dttu1uters). CopieJ of resolutions adopt­ed hy club�. Sections, districts, elc. sl1011ld he sent in the same 
w,t)' as article�. Manv of these 
wiil he prfated. 'Suggested anH·nduumti; to the draft resol11-lio11 should likewise be sent to the l)iicu�sion Committee. These 
1011 will he 1,rint.:d , .. wbcn of 
general intcre.�t. Address all mail and material lo Di.,cmsiun Committee, 101 
W. 16th St., New York H, N.Y.wimls are bJowing throughout the Mnndst world, is to · drama­tize how mechanically we have lrii:d to apply the principles of scieutific sodalism-wJthout full consideration of varying time, pface ru1d circumitance. Tltis is tlie e.�sence of do.ctrinairism. The fruits of these dogmatic an<l doctrinaire errors sl1011kl by 

(Continued on Page 6) 

By ROSE WORTIS NEW iYOH.K.. 
BECAUSE of my forced 

iilactivjty in the movement 
d\tring tbe past few years, 
I l1ave l1es itated to partici­
pate in the Party Djscus­sion. 1-1.owever, like tho\1sands of other,<;, I fqllc,wed it with grent interest. I hm J)articnlarlv co11-• cetned with that part of lhe dis­cussion whiC:h seeks lo evaluateour work, p11rtic1, 1!arl)' our trncleunion work. •I have little S} mpathy withthose who speak of wastellyear.�. Any honest, unprejudicedhistorian of the American labormoveml.lot for the J)ast 35 ye�rsmust ackr1owledge Liu: posith•econh•ibuti<ms made by our Parlyto tbe advancemeut qf the lnbormovement duriJJg different pe­riods, even · thou�h manv of theyounger generation of ·orgnniz­ed worl<ers, who enjoy the. ben­efit� of our pionei,ring ,vork arenot aware of the imporlunt (olepltt}ted l>y the Left 'Wing a11dtl1e -Communist� to ·)1elp bringthem about.To mention but a few: ( I )  Therole of the Communists, e�pe•ciallv WjlJiam z. Fuster, in dis­carding the disn�frou.� policy <•I'dual imonism wl1kh Hdped tobl'ing I lie progre,�sive workel'sback into the rnuinslream of thefal)()r movement :  (2) The ma.�sc;,unpaign Im tl1,• ir111alga111atio1 1oF the crart 1 1nio11s. 1t oarnpa.ignwllich i11 voh•t'cl hundreds ofthoosuncls o_f workers; (;3) Tbt:pioneerfng work in t·b,� move­ment to orgaifr1.e lhe u1wrguniz­ed in the mass produetion indus­tries. whicli wn.� Inter of M<ll'­mous heh> in the creation of theCIO; (4) The sh·uggle of tlieunemployed for 11nemployme11tinsurnnce; for the soldiers· bonusand for the Youlh Act, etc.;(.5) The strnggle for Ncg'ro right�dramatized bv the ScotL�boroa11d Herndon cases; (6) The figl1tagainst racketeerin� aml fur de-

ROSE WOR1'1S mocract in the tmde unions. � I slmll nevcv forget m)' ex- :i: pedence at tl1e foundii\g con­vention of the CIO when I heard the program," which until then lmd been· associated 011 ly with the Left Wing ·and Communists, heing ado9tcd1 as the official pro- ' 1: gr!!m of the newly orgm1i.z(:d la- · i' • hor,mc,vement. \1/c can also t.iko1>ritle in the positive conh'ibution ,we made to building anti-fasdst ', nuit v before nud during_ the SC'C• .Jcond world war. : ""'-,· �rhe most challenging 011es- • •• 7ion for mo is how and wh}•, in i,) tht: face of these contributions 1 during different periods since ? the birtli. of our Party, we made ini:;tnkes which lad us in a leftist direttio11 and destroy.eel tl\e gains nn<l thf' prestige we !lad won . leading ns to . isol11tio11 from tl1e very mo\·ement� we l1olped h11il<l and tl1e people who worked c-losoly wtih us. ·1It is in an effort to find an an­swer to these challenging ques• • tihns th:it I :im wri!ing my piece.An examination of these prob­lems out of my own experienceleads me to ·believe thnl themni.11 source of our Leftist ri1is­take�and l Hm1ly believe theywere Leltist-wns and is an over­estimation of the radicalizationof the workers, a tendency tonm fa1· ahead of the n1nsse!I(Continued on Page 5) 
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Change to Political Action, Body Would Be Step Forward • 
By BEfu"lAUD BURTON 

LOS ANGELES 

THE DRAFT RESOLU­
TION, after rejecting pro­
posal,; to liqu jdate the party 
so as to "cleii: the way" 
for a l>roader socialist or­gaur.-:ati,m. -or to transform the Paity inlo au euucational asso­ciation. ha.; tlie toUo,•;,ing to say: .. Tlie foregoing t,vo proposals are liquidat ioiiist in character. However, others of an extremely dittereut character have also bl·en oflnc•d. One such proposal i'l that the Communist Party be­t'f1me a politicnl action associa­tion. In thr opinion of the Na­tioual Committee, circumstances tod.1y do not justify such a cl11mge." This l,rief liwo-sentence state­mt::1ll i� tlte only reference in the dru.Ct rt:soluliun to the pr�posal for son1e sort of political action liody. I wish tbe National Cotn-111ittei; lmd stated what "circtun­�-tancei." do not wa!'raot this c•h1111ge, lUJd why they do not. My own thinkir1g has been run11i11g along the lines qf such 

i\ chaoi;-� for some time. I agree ,, it!, ''"' "l:f" ti 'It th!� p1oposal 

1is not a liquidillio,1ist one ... How- tl1i� move and wrote to Engels inclivWuaL Socialists, who were been h·ue for a long time. The ever, I aJ,50 feel th11t the lcircum- asking him ·to state hi.'i views. trade unionists, became the bane wor¥ers arc now largely organ-stances in which we operate Engel� lnter indicated that he of Gpmpers' existence hecanse ir.ed a-od there are n fonnal set and what I feel to be our priu- agreed witl1 Gompers {see Philip they fo11gl1t-as trade unionisls of leaders in the trncle union cipal tactiea1 task-that oJ win- Foner's .second volume on· the -IoJ· clas� strnggle pol ic:Jes. movement. I say "fom111l" be-nln,g legitimacy as a natively History of t11e Labor M;ovement However, the SP finally degen- cause the �vorkers do not �ollow rooted trend among America11 in the U.S.). crated also, . for 1nany reasons, these o.fficmls 011 many issues. workers-make �,1ch a cl111nge USED BY COMPEBS includ·ing its cMh·ol by class • The reality, however is that logical and desirable. colll1borationist force�. these officials todl1y }Vield the My reasons :ire tbe following: This fight over special status I tliink i t  should 1,e recalled slrnnge.�t influence on the work-. . li11gm•ed for a long time and was p Qrs ru1d huvc dooe /;O for somG I. It 15 app)·opnate to the ·used demagogically by Gompers tliat :It the time when the S time, and it is a reality with character, trnrution and present to counter ,my clas.� political ac- flour.ished the working clnss was- which we have to deal. le\'el of development of the U.S. tion, hut the fact is he used it large!>' unorganized. The iss1�e In more recent times, even labor movement. . with affect among tl1e workers. of leadership of tbe workers had . left-wing for<.-es have come to . Contrary to Europr.nn trao,- Contrariwise, the old SociaH,st not yet been resolved or form- recognize the fact tlrnt the U.S., tion, our labor movemen� has Party, under Gene Debs, made alizecl fn a11y renl wuy. Tn mun� labor movement has been and general�y steered _ c)ear ?f and jt.� greatest strides i,q labor sup- ways, Debs had as 'muc·h in Jlu- continues to be opposed to eve
'.
n.re1ected affilmtion with any ,port when it adopted a policy of ence over the workers as Gornp- g.rantiug specfal status to nnypobtical party. It h�s also • gen- non,f r iterforl)nce in the internal ers. political purty withi11 il5 rank,;, e�ally o�posed grantmg an)' spe- affairs of tt;ade unions, nlt11ough 'l'bese conditions l iave not even though sui_,port may ht, c1al position for any p11rty with- --------------�------------ tendered certain .1>t1rties or cnn-in trade unions. This was true didates in election periods. Tho even back in the en1;ly cloys of ILLINOIS STATE BODY BACKS RESOLUtl0N -r.ert recognized this ·fact �lien the AFL when Marxists of that ]1hc Illinois State Committee clusion or theme set forth in the ,it voted for the CIO's "resent' I>t;ri�d were highly respected welcomes the draft resolution as drnft resoluHon. On the. cnMrnry, and reject" resolution in 1946. w1thm the lnJ,or m<ivemo1_1t. an irnpovtnnt instq,1men� for the the discussion, H properly organ- In th·e meantime, ti" certain One . 0£ t_he first bre,aks with 11c-.�t �la.gc of Lhe

*-
iscussion, and ized should produce concrete forrn of year-round politic�! ac-MatXISts m tl1e AFL s form!I- parlic·ularly gree the stand of pr01;osals for amenclm.ent arid tivi(v has won acceptance 111 la-five period came when Daniel thi- National Co mittee in re- alteration (in wriu·cn form) to 'bor's ranks. The�e are political DeLeon insisted on a _spec:inl jeoting proposals to dissolve the be submitted for Jlnal adoption action bodies. TJ1ere are the offi-stat\B for the Sooiali�'t Labor ('�un,ntwist Party or alter its of the con.\•ention re�olution. cial trade unioi1 bodies, sucl1 M Party within the New .York Cen- Marxist-Len;iniNt essence. Tl1is (Tl1e above was ado11ted with the former CIO-PA{: and tho tral Lapor CQ�inei!. GomptlrS: docs uot imply acceptlltlCe of several ahstention� - no count AFL's LLPE, 1 now united ill who then coo�iclered himself ca(:h and every proposition, con- wt1s taken.) (Continue<' on Page 7) •lsomething of a Mnrxi�t, PI>POst•d .._ ____ _:_:_� ________ ,.___________ . .  . _ -��--... , ... �,.... J.,,..,,��� 
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Draft ResOlution Points Way /Or· Party 
(Continued from Pai;e 1) ed nt the monopolies. 11s Lhcy press for even more ntl-

now be .1ppa.rc11t to nil: intellec- Nole th,lt we are here called v:mced proposnls which we 11ro
tual conformity in our rnnks; a on to orient townrd nn c:-:loncl- now competent lo effect. (And 
p.irochial outlook on scholarly ed period of 1>e,1ceh1l, though then• is no question tl1at the drnft 
and cultural developments out- competitive, coe:-ristence; to cs- resolution should nnd can be 
side our party: neglect of funda- tnblish more ccmect and helpful progressively modified.) But 
mental research into many :ireas relations with the labor move- noae of us can afford to under­
of American life; deep-going ment and the Negro people's estimate the e:-:tcnt to which this 
bun•aucrntic practices which movement; and to ''reapprabe" resolution, as it now stands, 
11.we stmL--<l independent think- our alway� untenable theoretical marks n vcn· substantial break
ing and initiative, fU1d driven position on the Negro question. with much of our sectarian past. 
m:my lhonsaud!> of oble men and Note especially that the party Just imagine what would hnve 
women out of our party; seeming here envisioned would shun 1my happened to any Communist ad­
validation o f  thr slander that our posture of seeming apologist for vocaling many of t.bese polici<!S 
policies are sh.iped to serve the all that goes on in the So,•iet a few years ago! These comrades,· 
need.� of the Soviet Union; and, Union or 0£ ideologicnl depcn- Loo, have the obligation to join 
with il all. the extreme political dcnce upon the C.P.S.U., adher- in active support of the forward­
isolation of our party. ing to more valid principles o. f looking proposals of this resolu-

My emphasis here on harmful p r o  1 e t  a riao internationalism. lion-even while the}' press for 
subjective factors dor.s not re- Moreover, it would "further de- further advance. 
fleet an underestimation of the velop its iqdependeot theorcli-· PHONY ISSUE 
powerful objective influences cal wock," with "ceaseless re-ex- It has been alleged that the 
that have contributed to our amination and reappraisal of the- draft resolution seek$ to abiindon 
party's isolation. Rather, it is Ory in the light of ever-chru1ging the principles of Marilim-Lenin­
nn effort to focus attention on reality." And these are but a 'few lism ns �e theoretical foundation 
those intemnl weaknesses which 
we iue in a positio1\ to co1Tect, 
bv ourselves. Nor does this one­
sided emphasis rcllect aa over­
all neg;ith-e C.\tiinate of our 
p,uiy's role in the past. Despite 
its scrjous errors, our party has 
mtide verv important contribu­
tions to social progress in the 
United Stntes; and I have al­
ways been proud of my member­
ship. I know that I nm a better 
American because of my e:i:.peri­
c-nces and development as a 
Communist. 

It is this o, er-alt posith•e es­
timate of our party's role in the 
past, together wilh the comic: 
tion that it has a vital role to 
piny in the future, tbat dictates • 
my grave concern over our deep­
rooted tendencies toward smug 
and arrogant conceit. deadening 
confonnit,· of thought, and un­
crjtical adherence to hoary doc­
trines which - whatever their 
,r..ilidity in other periods nod 
pk,cf'S-arC bul  anaehronisms on 
the .}merican scene. 

Is tJ1is the 1,ind of Commu­
nist Party that can pin}' nn in­
cr<·asioglr ,ital role in the po­
litic.11 lifo of onr country today? 
Our prese11t cri li_cal state of af­
fair� dearly demon�lmte� that 
there is no future along this line. 

1� this the "\faro.st-Leninist 
P.irty" some of our comrades are
so insislc•ntly demanding that we
pre�en•e? Xothing is more alien
to the living, growing. truly au­
i'henlic science of M;u::<ism-Len­
ini.�in. 

ls it "liquidatiooist" to propose 
that we break sharply with the 
dogmatism and doctrinairism by 
which our party bas been 
bobbled aH. these year�? I run 
convinced that the mai11 danger 
of actual liquidation comes &om 
those among us who now stand 
pat on doctrines nnd policies 
wbjch are clearly bankrupt. 

I think the draft resolution rep­
resents a very important step in 
the direction our party must go 
in redcEiJ1iog its orieptation and 
role. 

ll would have us become, first 
of all, a seli-eriticnl party, con­
scious of our major sectarian er­
rors and det�rmined lo correct 
tJ1cm. The old cock-sure ru:ro­
ganct> would be gone; and we 
would be more modest and teo­
t.-itive with our answers to the 
people's problems. 

Second, in an effort ci:eatively 
to apply �1ar.:dst theory to the 
concret:e conditions of American 
lifo, th.is resolution comes up with 
proposah which make a lot more 
serue than former efforts me­
chanically to impose formulas 
developed in other lands and 
times upon the qualitatively di.£. 
ferent conditions of our country. 
PEACEFUL TRA°NSITION 

Note, for example, the some­
what more rounded and con­
vincing handling of the peace­
ful transition qnestion, along 
wiU1 the perspective of full civil 
liberties and multiple in.rties 
under U. S. socialism. 

Note thnt .. our main strategic 
aim in the period aheod" is de­
fined as the formation of "an 
anti-monopoly con.lition" govern­
ment-an iotennediate stage on 
the road to socialism; and that 
the "main blow" is to be direct-

EVERYTHING CHANGES 

of lhe m;iny ways in which this 
resolution would have our p,nlr 
break with its doctrinaire past. 

Third, the "draft resolution 
holds out new long-time perspec­
.ijves for the Marxist movement 
in our country-"a united party 
of sociaijsm'"; and it calls upon 
our party now to ''strengthen in 
every way its organiu1tion, mass 
work and inf111C!1ce" as a neces­
sarv means to this encl. �loreover, 
it envisions a far more demo­
Cr3tic orgimizatioo than our party 
bas ever been, with ''bureau­
cratic concepts of party organi­
zation [and] systems of lead­
ership� supplanted by "guaran­
tees of real inner-party democ­
racy." 

In short, this rescllution would 
have our 16th national conven­
tion register far-reaching changes 
in the Communist Party as we 
have known it these.many years; 
and I am convinced 'that the out­
look here defined fudicates lhe 
direction in which we MUST 
move if we are to , recoup our 
serious losses and dmerge as a 
vital force in the po).itical liie of 
our country. 

Some comrades assail tlie draft 
resolution from the Left (or is 
it the Right?), chru-giog "reyision­
ism," "liquidationism," '"Browd­
erism" nod nll manner of sins. I 
think they do n service to our 
party in so far as they insist upon 
good, sound reasons for all pro­
posed changes. (Certain it is that 
we have not yet developed 
fully the theoretical basis for all 
the proposals advanced by this 
resolution.) But none of us can 
now be content with a let's-hold­
the-line-where-we-are position; 
for rigid stand-pattism today 
means death for our party-or, 
at best, further degeneration to­
wards one more of those insignifi­
cant little sects that the forward 
movement of history has cast to 
the side. These comrades. too, 
have the obligation to join in tbe 
search for new paths that open 
up a real perspective for our 
movement. 

Some comrades assail tl1e drnft 
resolution from tl1e Right (or is 
it the Left?), expressing "keen 
disappointment" nnd the wholly 
negative judgment that "this is 
the same old stuff-nothing ne\v 
or • inspiring." I think they do 
a service to ow· party in so for 

of our party, tliat it reflects whnt 
amounts lo a conspirnC)' to down­
grade Lenin theoretically. "From 
where I sit lhis looks like a 
thoroughly phon>' issue. 

Are tliere among us some who 
do, indeed, wnnt to forget about 
Lenfo's teachings? OE course 
there are. J. loo, read one "Ber­
nard's" lellcr to the Dnily Work• 
er, assertillg that Marxism-Len­
inism is for Russia, Murxism­
Maoism for Chinn and for the 
United States-well, it is even 
less clear. And I've heard similar 
ide:is from other s•urces. But it 
would be gross distortion to claim 
that this nonsense represents a 
current in our movement. Ifs 
not even a trickle; and it cer­
taioly does not warra11t a ·big 
campaign to defend Leninism 
agninst the machinations of lhe 
so-called Right. 

The teacl1ings of Lenin are an 
integral part of tJ1e body of 
Marxist thought; and I know of 
no significant move to abandon 
them. Have· I overlooked pro­
posals to throw out Lenin's pro­
fow1d aoalxsis o£ the imperial­
ist sttlge of capitalist develop­
ment, or his elaborations on dia­
Jcctual nnd llistorical material­
ism, on the class character of the 
st'.ile, on the national and colonial 
qucslion, on the flghl on two 
fronts, on the necessary leading 
role of the workiog class, guided 
by its Marxist vangunr<l? 

Let us be specific: Who wants 
to throw out whnt teachings of 
Lenin? Perhaps the comr:idcs 
making so much ndo about pre­
serving Leninism nre really con­
cerned about certnin principles 
omitted from my enumeration 
above. Perhaps. they want us to 
rea(nrm Lenin's tenchings on the 
inevitability 0£ wnr, on violent 
revolution, on the one-party die-,. 
tntorsrup of the proletariat, ou 
tbe form of pnrty organization 
developed hall a century ago in 
Russin. If ft is these out-modcd 
propositions of Lenin th11t they 
want to prese�, let them say so, 
specifically, r�llier tl1an hide be• 
hind omnibus formulations about 
"downgradin� Lenin theorcli• 
cally." Our clebate could then 
proceed around clearly defined 
issues. 

Scientific socialism, like any 
other science, grows and de­
velops on the basis of accuruu-

lated experience. Once valid 
propositions become obsolete; 
new propositions are developed; 
and specific applications of gen­
eral principles ncoessnrily vary 
und�r different conditions. None 
understood this bcller than the 
great tcachc1's o( scientific so­
cialism; and it is this-truly ''Len­
inist"-appronch to our theory 
that is expressed in tJ1e draft 
resolution. 

Read what the 1•esolulion says 
on pages 55-56. This is no aban­
donment of Marxist - Leninist 
principles; it � a scientifically 
correct reaffirmation of those 
principles. 

Some comrades object to 
"qualifying" our adherence lo 
Marxism-Le11inism by the phrase 
"ns interpreted by the Commu­
nist Party of our country." Wh:om 
would thev have do the In­
terpreting? · 

The whole question is being 
blown up all out of proportion. 
Why, the very term "Mnrxism­
Lenillism" is coming to be re­
garded as a kind of shibboleth 
by some of our"'tomrades; unless 
one docs obeisance by using this 
precise term on every occasion 
-rather than "t.larxism" or
"scientific socialism"-he is sus-

• pected of "abandoning Lenin­
ism." One comrade even•accused
the Jefferson School of "down­
grading Lenin" because she saw
only the pictures of M:irx, Lin­
coln, Douglass and Roosevelt
bangipg in the outer office!

The basic issue raised by the
draft resolution is not whether
to abandon or downgrade Len­
inism, but whether to nb:indon
our former doctrinaire distor­
tions of tl1e whole of Marxist
theory. Shall we now proceed
CREATIVELY to apply and
further develop the principles of
scientific socialism on the basi.� 
of  the realities of socin I life in
our country? This is the real
question qur party has got to an­
swer.
SOME PROPOSALS

Docs the resolution befoi:e 11s 

adequately define the outlook
required for our party to re­
emerge as n vital force in Amer•
ican life? I do not think so; there
are many respects in which I
think it needs to be improved.
HCie are a few:

I shou1d like lo see the reso•
lution begin with a spirited re•
affirmation of our love of coun•
try, our thorough devotion to the
interests of our fellow-Ameri­
cans, and our aspirations for tho
United States to forge ahead in
this period of "comQetitive co•
cx:istence"-on the only bnsis pos­
sible: abiding peace, respect for

tl1e sovereignty and dignity of' 
all other nations, thoroughgoing 
democracy here at home, and tl1e 
socialist .reorganiznti6n of our 
economy. 

The resolution's somewhat 
euphemistic <liscassion of the 
party's previously "over-simpli­
fied concepts" of Its relations lo 
other Marxist parties should bo 
modified into a more forthright, 
self-critical nnf1]ysis-alo11g with 
reaffirmation of our very positive 
estimate and special high regard 
for tJ1e Soviet Union nud other 
socialist lands. 

It is unfortunate, at this late 
date, that ou'r Natlonal Commit• 
teo is in position to do little 
more than recommend ii commit­
tee "to BEGIN drafting" a basic 
written program, and that tne 
rnsolution }ins to leave open so 
many lmportnut thcoreticnl ques­
tions for further study. Blit I 
guess there Is nothing to l,o done 

nl>ot1t it-except really to start 
grnppliug with 01-11• unsolved 
problem�. Our party simply can­
nol make the tum 1low required 
unless we take a serious ap­
proach to the lheorclicnl educa­
tion of our entire rncmbershi11; 
and the resolution should call 
for a 'program to this end. 

I am generally in agreement 
with the resQlution's handling of 
the Negro qtlestion; nnd I do not 
go along with assertions by some 
comrades thnt white chauvinism 
is rampant in our movement. 
Still, I think the resolution should 
make very clenr tbc importance 
of positive and vigorous INNER­
PARTY discussion and education 
on the question of white chauv­
inism, ns an ideological buttress 
for effective participation in the 
mass struggle for Negro rights. 

The mechanical balancing of 
"Achievements" vs. '"Errors" in 
the resolution tends to obscure 
the inter-relations behveen 1110 
hvo; and tlie catalog of " Achieve­
ments"' i.� undulv bonstful often 
seeming lo confuse wb�t we 
TRIED or INTENDED to do 
with wbnt WE actually accom­
plished. I think these hvo sec­
tions shonld be rewritten. 

In view of tl1e fact tJ1at our 
l,ig swing to the Left following 
World War II came in large 
measure as an over-correclion of 
Browder-revisionism, it seems 
unthinkable to me that we can 
go into our notional convention 
with n resolution which makes 
no pretense at n11alysis of the 
whole Browder period. 

The resolution is eminently 
sound in its assertion tliat "tiie 
�nfolding of n con-ect mnss pol­
icy by the portr, ns well us its 
ability to atlr:lct and hold masses 
of socialist-minded Americans re­
quires extensive changes in' its 
slru,s:ture and methods of work"· 
hut I think the Nntioual Commit: 
tee was unduly "be.1rish" in nd­
Vll?Cir�g concrete proposals along 
tins lme. The recommendations 
made nrc good; but we also need 
specific guarantees that conven­
tions are truly delegated bodies 
thnt officers and leadi11g commit� 
tees are democratically elected­
and subject to recall bv the mem­
bership, that our membership is 
fully involved in discussions of 
basic changes in policy, and 
that there can he no expulsion on 
grounds of policy disagreement. 

I assume from the resolution's 
silence on "vanguard party" and 
"democratic centralism" that we 
ore now to accept a more mod­
est and realistic conception of 
our role as an advanced sector of 
the labor and people's move­
ments, and also to abandon what­
ever li.ngerh1g ideas there may 
be about an American Commu­
ni.�t Porty of "iron di.�cipline" 
and "monolithic unity." If this as­
sumption is correct, I am in full 
agreement. I prefer, however, n 
more explicit dealing with these 
questions. 
AGAINST DISSOLUTION 

' 

I strongly oppose any sug-
gestion thal we dissolve our 
party, or even ,that we b-y now 
to implement the resolution's cor­
rect orientation toward a broad, 
united party of socialism. Tho 1 
one is unwarrnntedly defeatist; 
and tJ,e other seeks futilely to 
jump over stages. 

I have come around to the be­
lief, however, that a fundamen.• 
ta! reorgnnization is now in 
order. I think that our 16th na­
tional convention would do well 
to change tl1e name of our or­
ganiz:ition, and also to register 
formally what is already a fact 
of life-that we are much moro 
of n politic11!-:iction association 
tJ1an we are a "party'' in tlie 
American se11se of tbat term. 
A few weeks ago I considered this 
eroposnl desirable but probably 
'too ndvanced'' to win over­

whelming support by ilie time 
of the convcution; but the more 
I listen to discussions "down be­
low," tho more I nm convinced 
that our membership is way 
ahead' of our Nat!onnl Commit­
tee oo tl1is question. 

Changes in the name and 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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Mast Treasure Passion Which Brought Us to Cnmmnnhm
By LAZARUS

IT IS WEtL ill times of
crisis lo turn back to fun

damental concepts. At the
moment our errors loom
large in our thinking be-
caii.se we have a vision of per-
feelion. tt'e must not lose that
vision nor nia constant search
for iinprovcment, but we must
take cai'i: not to destroy what
is gowi and valid in our eager-
iies.s for correction. lu order to
loam Iroiii our mistakes we mast
know svliut vt* are. We must
coma ckxse again to the core of
passion ami vision which, at one
time or nnolher. has moved
every one of us. It seems to me,
thi.s is a time for summing up
what was important and essen
tial in one'.s life as a Communist,
and proceed from there.

For iny.self, I would single
this, out of a complex and rich
expcrcntc; t h e Communuist
irovcincnt has taught me to live
will) {•oarage and face life bold
ly. Man is master of bis fate,
niasler of tlie world and all that
is ill it. What he does not im-
clerstaiid as v-et. he will leani in

-sncmliiig generations: where as
yoi he .slumhles blindly, others
will walk with assurance. As

mankind in the past lias learned
to subdue naliire, mankind in
the future will iearu to rearrange
society for the benefit of all.
The dialectic of life necessitates
death a.nd decay, pain and er
ror—but man has within iiiiiwelf
the nieacKs of achieving iiiimoj--
tality. There is immorlalily in
the work and thought man leaves
beliind liiin, lliere is immorlality
in tlie love, the sense of brother
hood, he leaves wilbiu the iieiirt
of another human being. Alone,
man is helpless, weak and aimid,
but joined together with hl.s
brothers and sisters, united with
his own kind, man is invincible
—mankind endures.

This is the vision, the Convic
tion and belief that has made
heroes of Cominnnist.s, that has
made of Cominnnist parties in
many lands and under inaiiy
trials, parties of heroes. To
achieve personal happiness, man
must face life boldly, he must
walk upright and hold (.he hand
of his felTow-ineii. No religion,
no faith or philosophy I know
of comes as close as the ("om-
munist movement to realizing
this in both themy and praelice.
-A Communist Ls never alone,

he has brothers iiid sisters in
every land on earth. ' I liave
personally e.tperienccd this soli

darity and friendship many times,
Brollicrliood, as it is practiced in
tlie revolutionary working class
moveinenl, is free from the blind
ers of condescension and pity,
there is a constant search for
greater integration in personal
and .social. relationships. Of
course, individual levels of reali
zation vary and much of our
current {Ifscusslon is justly con
cerned with many serious short-
coiniiigs in our practice. But
the movement on the whde
keeps prodding and urging the
individual along, demanding ex
acting staricLnds and thus, rais
ing tlie level of the individual
in a way which justifies the
most optimistic faith in the hu
man potential.

PRIMACY OF LABOR

Courage and self-confidence,
brotheihiKid and working to
gether -7 these are fundamentals
of a Cominimst'.> life. Another
basic concept is that of the
pvimacv of labor, tlie idea that
work, both manual and mental,
i-s the primaiy source of all
weallh .and progress and person
al happiiie-ss. Honor to work
and honor lo workers—for rvith
work comes dignity and a pur-
pi>se to life, with work comes
ovderliiiess and creativity. ^Vitll

Lef's Not Swing To Extremes
(C

work c-iiiiie the iiiiporianl li;s-
-son.s of workiiigclass orgaiiiza-
tion: the gioiip is stnmger tliau
the individual, the collective is
wiser tlian Die sum total of its
members,

Because there is a dynamic in
the interplay of i>eople and ideas,
of theory and practice, of error
and correctiaii, the parly also is
more than the.sum total of the
individuals who belong to it.The
party is a collective, embodying

. not only the present with Its dif
ficulties, hut also the struggles,
the wisdom, the lessons of the
past. And because ol its fratenial
ties with the movement losvard
socialism in every land, the pnrlv
also represents the future. , To
me, there con be no doubt of
it, the Comnninfst movement
repre.senis the conseiento of the
century. Even those wlio abhor
and distort It, svlio deny and ma
lign it, correct their own .self
ishness and extend their own
meager charily under the re
lentless prodding of the partyj,
who has t.aiigjit strength to the
weak and pride to the oppressed.
We niii.st not, in llie proce.s.s"

of criticism, deny mir achieve-'
ments. We liave in our lanks
the greale.st mind.s. tlie finest
tuleiiLs the world over, the mo.st

courageous anc! dedicated incii
and women of our lime. The
mnvement has attiacled tlicin,
but raoro-it has .shaped tliem,
not only the well-known and
famous, but the tlioiisands upon
thousands of miknown heroes of
the working class. The Commu
nist Party improves and elevates
people, it helps them to floun'sli
B.S individuals. Where it does not
do that, where people are hurt
and thwarted, the party, too, is
injured and betrayed. Because,
in its very essence, ours is the
party of Iniiniin dignilv and
honor, the party of faith'in the
human being.
We will not hide our mistakes,

nor ivill we deny fliem. Wo
will mature and grow in the
struggle for corrections if
we roniember tlial we are

struggling for more than pro
grams and tactics and organi
zational forms; we are struggling
for the minds and hearts of peo
ple. We nnist keep alive ami
treasure the passion which first
bruiiglit IIS into the movement,
that spark of conscience, that
love of our fellowineii. Because
it is this that is most precton.s:
this is the core and the licart
and invincihie strength of the
Communist inovemeul.

ontinued from Page 2)
the conditions that will make it
iiecesaary for diem to do so?
Tin's needs fur more clarification
than lias been riven so far.
I  svant to ^scuss the ap

proach to a peaceful transition
in" flic lb S. in another article
so as to develop' it more fully.
In the meantime, one thing of
great value emerges from the
discussion of the past months—
the niaiiy areas of ideological
weukne.ss in our movement
which have been uncovered in
the process of the discu-ssion.
This in itself poses a challenge
and .111 opportuuity for our Parly
in s big way. In tackling these
wishy-washy theoretical pockets
we .will do much to regain and
lo advance our strength and in-
fhieiice among the people.
CLEVELAND EXPERIENCE

Dim of liie more'startling ex-
perieiifes in this resi>ect has
come to the .surface in our Cleve-
laftd P;uty, reflecting the strong-
bold of white supremacist ideas.
A number of comrades have de
veloped an approach that white
Party racnrhers should, as a
matter of policy, move out of
areas into which" there;ha.s taken

, place a heavy influx of Negro
people. There are several such
areas in Cleveland. They cate-
goricalK;reject the possibility of
niakuig a struggle to maintain
tliese areas as integrated areas.
Tliey develop tlieories tliat it is
fmpo,ssible for wliite Commu
nists to [Xirticipate in mass work
in such mixed areas, especially if
the majority of the community is
now Negro.

BH.sicaIIy, this approach is a
tiieuretical justification for the
mHintenunce-and the extension
of segregated areas. It Is an orgu-
roent for the gi'etto, regardless
of the siilitleties of the argu
ments advanced. It acceiils tlie
idea that Negro and white can
not live side by side, participate
jointly in communi^ mass or-
gani/ation and mass work. In
otirer words. It rejects the prin
ciple of iirtegration as morallv
wrong and unpractical. More
tlian tliPt, it projects the role of
Uie Parly not as a vanguard in
the figJii for integration, but as
a vanguard in moving out of
such areas.
Thus in the practical problem

faced in the community the en
tire moral concept of white su-
pr-ernacy, of the impossibility of
Negro wliite to coexist finds
defeitdens In our movement. For
if we accept the premise iJmt
we cannot live side by .side,
work together in mass organiza
tions. etc.. then the whije.ap
proach of the Dixfecrafs afnfnst

de.segregatii>n of schools, for
jimcrow and for the gl'^UO- is
justified. Because of the long
lapse of struggle on such ques
tions in our mnks.'.siicli reaction
ary bourgeois ideas find fertile

- ground. Wherever even a begin
ning is made in tackling anew
in a basic way such problems,
we run into experiences vvlifcli
begin to cast- a liglil on die real
sources of our i.solalion from the
Negro people.

Wliila the views e.xpressed
above are not widespread, they
have emerged quite strongly be--
cause of key posts occupied by
those holding tliRni. The great
majorilv of the membership in
these areas stibiigly reject and
oppose this approach.

It is my earnest feeling that
in coming to mips with many
of these problems our Parly
will grow ideologically and <i)k
gaiiizatioTially. Tin's can be done
to the extent tliat we refresli our
entire movement with a new ap
preciation of tlie basic tenets of
Marxism-Leninism, as applied to
the conditions of Ainevi<?a, not
the least of these being our ap
proach to tlie Negro jieople.
This lesson is already being

• drawn by our oomnKies who
have come to close grips with
such issues. One woman coni-

.rade, gaining nev.i strength and
understanding from some basic
reading in the coiir.se of seeking
an answer to the above prob
lems, stated with' considerable
conviction. "Anyone who wants
lo throw Marxism-Leninism out
of our P.irty wilt have to .see me
first."

This approach i.< also bceoin-
ing maniTcsted generally in tlio
ranks of oiir shop workers, es
pecially in tlie basic indnstries.
As they read the wbhy-wasliy
proposals lor the dissolution of
the Party, for tlie abandonment
of Marxisl-Leiiinist theory, tlicy
make an almost automatic judg
ment: "That guv never worked
on a G.M production line,"

Let me state flatly, with no ifs
and biits, that there will be no
dissolution of the Cominiiuist
Party despite any Imppy antici
pations some may have in this
respect. Our working-class mem-
bership will make sure of that.
They wiJJ also insist thai an ac
counting be given to them of
any watering down of our basic
theoretical concepts.
Our Party, far from being^

finished, is gathering strength
for a new leap forward, it is
clearing its mind of cobwebs, of
petty-bourgeois illusions, setting
its liouse in good order as a
party of the Ameiican working

cklS.S, ' '■

Draft Resolution
(Continued from Page 6)

structure of oui' organization
shmilil not be made in a vain
effort to conceal our identity as
Coininnnlsts. as an organizatioii
based on tlie principles of scien
tific socialism. Rather, they
.should be made for tlie actual
and avou'ed purpose of drama
tizing lor our countrymen—and,
iiideuti, for our.selves-the fact
tliat American Communists are
cffuetiiig a radical break with
tlieir sectarian past. Such changes
miriit also facilitate our "un-
foldiug a correct mass policy,"
and enhance our abdity "to at-
tract and hold masses of social
ist-minded Americans,"

Fiiially-and this is at once the
most irnjmrtant and the mo.st dif-
iioult—our resolution should be
imbued throiigliont with the oon-
fideiice and enthusiasm which
tlie rapid fonvard movement of
the- worltl s peoples now in.spires
in true .Marxists everywhere, The
contour.s of this "new world
situation" are outlined in the
"Foreword": but its spirit never
quite breaks through tnat stodgy
piose which has come to be miv
Juillmark. Our problem here, of
course, is not only one of se
mantics and rhetoric; it is also
one of vision. Let us fight for
and win genuine unity around
the exciting new perspectives
now opening up for our country
and all mankind; then will we
draft a policy statement for the
American Marast movement that
is not only "conect"-but also
inspiring.

Political Action Body
(Continued from Page 7)

cantlkliiles in election cam
paigns, as ill the CKarney and
Flymi canipaigiis. It would also
conduct ptopagaiida for sociul-
isiii.

At tile same time, it would
-not .appear as the self-asserted

vangua'i'd.' of the woiking class
when, at tliis moment^ It would
be a tremendous step merely to
regain legitimacy :is. an Ameri
can workingckuss trend. \Vc will
become tlieA'aiiguard orilj- when

wo h.ive earned llwt iiositi<m.
I'his, arrogating to ouiselve.s

of a vanguard title has heliied
breed a certain arrogance in ,our
ranks which, in turn, lias repel
led many class-conscioii.s work
ers. I Irelieve our task now is trv
to come forward as -an organized
trend among workers, Ncgroes
and other sectors, an organi-zed
trend which seeks to coinpcle
witli otliers for the adherence of
these sectors, while joining wllli
others, and often supporting
others, on issues of iinmcciiate
concern to the masses.

I believe tlie establishment of
a Communist political action
body, with all that It implies,
would facilitate the solution of
this task.

ft « •

In saying all thi.s', I feel it
necessary to .add the footnote
that i do not believe that nrgan-
izational steps by themsclvfs
will provide the answers we'
need today. Basic to cverytliing
are' questions of ideology iiinl

.application of tlieory to Ameri
can reality.

I feel it also necessary to
.state that tlie fonn of organiza
tion I propose must be combin
ed witii features to democr.itizo
our striictuie, as put forward
ill Dennis" report and other ar
ticles—including the right to di.s-
sent and protection of the riglils
of the minority within the organ
ization.
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