INTO THE LABOR COUNCIL - -

T this moment, when the Party is

engaged in bringing its entire
membership into the unions, it is op-
portune to raise the slogan “Into the
Labor Councils.”

In New York, for example, where
over 50 per cent of the Party mem-
bership already belong to unions, and
where, within the next few week}, it
is expected to raise that percentage
to well over 90 by the intensive cam
paign that has now been started by
the Organization Department, the In-
dustrial Department and the Agitprop
Department, the question of the Cen
tral Trades and Labor Council is a
sorely neglected one.

Time was when the New York Cen-
tral Trades and Labor Council was
a standard bearer of militancy for
the American Labor movement and
when it was a definitely “socialist”
council under the ideological influence
of the socialist labor party. But times
have changed and our left wing

unions for years have neglected the

Central Trades and Labor Council;
have, sometimes. by accident and
.sometimes by the design of yellow
socialist bureaucrats, made their
meeting nights conflict with the
nights on which the Council meets
and have permitted it to become a
tool in the hands of the Tammany
yureaucracy in the labor unions of
the City of New York. Thus, in place
of being, as it should be, the co-ordi-
nating body which unites all the New
York local unions into a combined
force for the defending of those com-
mon interests of the city’s workers
which transcend the narrow interests
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of eadh particular craft and local
union, it has become an instrument
of ham-stringing the workers of New
York City and tying them to the po-
litical chariot of Tammany Hall. This
has become all the more a menace to
New York City’s workers since Smith
has gotten control of the New York
City “democracy” and thus delivered
the Democratic Party directly into
the hands of the House of Morgan
and with it the New York trade union
bureaucracy. Smith himself is the
direction of the mBlectric Transport
Co., which thru interlocking directo-
rates is tied up with the Interboro
Rapid Transit Co., the New York Cen-
tral and most of the other leading
railroads of this country, the United
the InterHiational Har-
vester, the Bankers’ Trust, the Guar-
antee Trust Co., an® the House of
J. P. Morgan & Co. “''*

In these days of injunetions, of gov-
“impartial ‘arbitration com-
missions” and governimental interfer-
ence at every turn on “hehalf of big

business against the workers, only the |

centralization of all ofvlabor's forces
thru the central labor council and
thru the development sof a political

party of their own: ean enable thc
workers to resist the> centralized big

business of our day and the govern-
mental machinery -which is used
against the workers, .

HE members of the, lpcal unions in

general and many’ bers of our
Party are inclined t nderestimate
the importance of cear‘l labor coun-
cils because of the fagt, that the con-
stitution of the Amerjean Federation
of Labor definitely limits their powers

and makes them very largely advisory
bodies. This, however, has” not pre-
vented the central labor councils from
playing a tremendous role in the his-
tory of American labor struggles and
a role which is bound to increase in
importance as ‘he workers try to de-
velop new forms of struggle to meet
the new conditions of trustification
and governmental interference.

Without the labor council of Seat-
tle, the Seattle general strike would
have been an impossibility. Without
the, manifold endorsements of labor
councils, the labor party movement of
1922-28 would have been immeasur-
ably weakened. Without the utiliza-
tion of central labor councils, the for-
mation of a labor party will be in-
definitely postponed. ;

Every active unionist, who hag ever
been a labor council delegate, can
testify to the manifold uses of ac-
tivity in the central labor body. In
Chicago, for example, the Central
Labor Council was used as a lever
for the initiation of the big grganizing
campaign in the steel industry which
led to the steel strike, and the organ-
izing campaign in the packing house
industry which led to the packing
house strike and the forming of Pack-
ing House Councils.

In San Francisco, where I was a
delegate to the Central Labor Coun-
cil, our fraction wag able to utilize
the council as a weapon in the fight
against the “American plan” open
shop drive; to bring the labor move-
ment of San Francisco to the verge
of a general strike which was only
prevented thru a mistaken secession-
ist pollcy. on the part of some of the

leaders in the building trade unions
of the city; to develop a campaign
of great intensity for the recognition
of and trade with Soviet Russla; to
build up a local left wing newspaper,
and a powerful sentiment for a labor
party; the fraction has other achieve-
ments to show for its activity there.
All this in spite of the fact that the
Central Labor Bodiés of San Fran-
cisco, Seattle and Chicago, like all
others, have constitutions which defi-
nitely limit their powers to an “ad-
visory” capacity.

HILE it is trwe that the voting

power of the central labor bod-
ies in national A. F. of L. conventions
is insignificant, and while it is. also
true that the constitutional limitations
described: above prevail, nevertheless
the central labor bodies remain the
natural instrument for the uniting of
the various craft local unions on a

class scale for the undertaking of or-

ganization campaigns in basic indus-
tries, for the co-ordination and con-
ducting of local general strikes, for
the building up of a local militant

labor press and a.abor party move-

ment, and for the carrying out of all
general working class campaigns
among the organized workers of the
American Federation of Labor, even
in locals whose national and inferna-
tional uniong are not under the con-
trol of the left wing.

In view of these simple elementary
facts that every trade uniomist should
know, the attitude of the Party com:-
rades ln the left wing unions in New
York is little short of ‘criminal. It
has repeatedly been our experience
that whole locals, which are under
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our ideological control, have refused
to send delegates . to - the. Central
Trades and Labor Council, and that
Party and left wing comrades, when
nominated as delegates. have refused
to “waste their time.” Thus we have
abandoned the central labor body of
New York City to the “labor lieuten-
ants” of the capitalist class and they
have shown that these bodies are very
useful by using them as instruments
of class collaboration and of capitalist
politics.

It is time that every union !ra.ctlon
and every TUEL unit set on the
order of the day the question of affil-
jation or re-affiliation with the Cen-
tral Trades and Labor Council and of
election of militant left wing dele-
gates to that body. If we do that,
almost overnight we. will find our-
selves with a delegation comprising
from one-third to one-half of the ms-
ent attendance at the Central Trades
and Labor Council and with a little
persistent work we can make that
Council once more a center of mili-
tancy, the base for a labro party, a
means for terminating the unholy al-
liance of New York’s labor bureau-
cracy with Tammany and the House
of Morgan, and a fighting instrument
for co-ordinating the forces of the
New York organized workers for any
campaign that concerns them as a
whole, whether it be such as the pro-
tection of the foreign-born workers or
such as the building of a labor party.

Therefore, at this time when the
Party is raising the slogan, “Every
member into the unions,” I add the
slgan, “Every union into the Labor

‘Council.”






