
"moral justification" were on the side of chemical and liter-

ary poison gas.

However, the fawning epigones attached to the Byzantine

branch of the Marxist Church should not spoil one's enjoy-

ment of Franz Mehring's great opus. For it has given us

the true picture of a man who-whatever his human weak-

nesses, and they were many has enriched our life with the

universality of a mind which for a long time will remain a

source of inspiration and further intellectual progress.

MAX NOMAD

Class Struggle in America

AMERICAN LABOR STRUGGLES. By Samuel Yellin. Harcourt,

Brace, New York. $3.50.

T
HIS book is especially recommended to the attention

of William Green, of Matthew Woll, of Louis

Waldman, of all those in the labor movement who like to

talk of the development of the American labor movement,

of the class struggle, as one proud, peaceful love-feast sym-

bolized by the National Civic Federation. For Mr. Yellin

tells the true story of American labor's upward climb and it

is a story of bloodshed and violence, of heroic resistance to

oppression, of unexampled bravery and self-sacrifice; it

shows a capitalist class whose brutality, unscrupulousness

and greed have seldom been equaled. The picture the author

paints (and his facts are beyond challenge ) of a militant

working class on the one hand and on the other of a brutal

capitalist class resisting with every weapon at its command

every progressive step certainly does not dovetail with the

utopias of a peaceful surrender to Socialism.

The wave of industrial expansion which swept the coun-

try, particularly the Middle West, after the Civil War, and

which soon produced the panic of 1877 also unleashed class

struggles of unprecedented fury. Mr. Yellin describes the

outstanding of these, beginning with the railway strikes of

1877, during which the workers practically seized control

of several cities, including Pittsburgh. He then deals with

the Chicago struggle, the Haymarket case and the fight for

the 8-hour day; the Homestead strike, in which the Pinker-

tons rose to national notoriety as professional killers ; the

American Railway Union strike of 1894, led by E. V. Debs,

which became one of the mainsprings for the American So-

cialist movement; the anthracite strike of 1902, which saw

the firm entrenchment of the United Mine Workers ; the

Lawrence strike of 1912, the peak of the activities of the

I.W.W. and a splendid demonstration of labor solidarity ;

the Colorado miners' struggle in 1913; the great steel strike

in 1919; the first great drive to organize steel and the first

great demonstration of the unsuitability of craft unionism

for mass production industries.

The last two chapters are devoted to recent labor strug-

gles-the Southern textile strikes, covering Elizabeton, Gas-

tonia, Marion and strikes of lesser prominence; and the re-

cent strike of Longshoremen on the West Coast which led

to the San Francisco general strike.

Without attempting any basic analysis or interpretation,

Mr. Yellen has done an excellent job of presenting these

ten epic struggles in a thorough, objective yet sympathetic

to a close friend of Lassalle's successor, von Schweitzer, is

not sufficient to stamp the whole Lassallean movement as a

dependency of Prussian junkerdom.

The other item deals with Mehring's defense of Bakunin

against Marx's attacks. Marx's technique in fighting the

greatRussian rebel's influence in the International was about

on the same level as the polemical methods of the official

communist press against Leon Trotsky as "the vanguard of

international counter-revolution" and as "Hearst's kept

man." Mehring, in his book, resented the procedure. He even

designated as "inexcusable" the character assassination per-

petrated upon Bakunin by branding him as an ordinary

crook, and added "unfortunately Marx was responsible for

this." It was also from Marx and from his closest entourage

that came the permanent whispered and printed propaganda

that Bakunin was an agent of the Tsarist government, a

Pan-Slavist and the like.

Eduard Fuchs and his assistants in the Marx-Engels In-

stitute undertook the task of proving that the Master could

not be wrong. And so they claim that "Mehring's attitude

to the conflict between Marx and Bakunin is also un-

tenable today" due to the "revelation of new facts." As the

new fact the Appendix mentions Bakunin's famous "Con-

fession" discovered in the Russian Imperial Archives after

the Revolution of 1917. That "Confession" is certainly no

pleasant reading, but it was no act of betrayal. It was a

deplorable act of self-humiliation; it was also a piece of

subtle irony and leg-pulling, even though, as the Appendix

writers say "Bakunin did not hesitate to speculate upon the

reactionary antipathies of Tsarism against the democratic

and revolutionary movement in Western Europe." Steklov

and Polonsky, Soviet historians and writers of note who

knew the "Confession" and who made a special study of

Bakunin's life and activities, tried to do justice to the gigantic

figure of the confused hero, and Steklov, a Marxist, but not

in uniform, ends the fourth volume of his Bakunin biography

(published in 1927 by the Soviet Government Publishing

House) with a veritable panegyric, saying that " all of Ba-

kunin's life was a sort of heroic epic which has maintained

its greatness even to the present day and is able to arouse

in the new generations the best sentiments and to call them

for emulation in the name of an unceasing struggle against

aworld of oppression and exploitation."

However, many things have changed since 1927, and the

present-day Marxist "historians" have the sad courage to

conclude the Appendix, and the whole book, for that matter,

with the following sentence : "In the struggle between Ba-

kunin and his followers on the one hand and Marx and

Engels and their followers on the other, fundamental prin-

ciples and history were on the side of Marx and Marxism,

and therefore, we may assume 'moral' justification also."

The "moral" justification of slander is well placed in a

book published under the supervision of Eduard Fuchs.

In his preface to the second German edition-not included

in the English version-Mehring's literary executor, in

speaking of the infamous German War propaganda, quotes

the words of the Berlin representative of Ludendorff's

"military providence" who frankly proclaimed the principle :

"Wir lassen uns das Recht auf Lüge nicht rauben" (We

won't let anybody rob us of the right to tell lies) . If Luden-

dorff had won, the Imperial Academy of Historic Sciences

would have certainly supplied hundreds of gifted writers to

prove that "fundamental principles and history", as well as

manner.

HERBERT ZAM
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