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Comrades, until recently we had very little information about
the international youth movement. In the last few days, we have
been fortunate enough to receive some material regarding the
development of the youth movement in various countries. I shall
begin by acquainting you with this material.

I was particularly interested to learn about the congress of
working class youth in Switzerland—a country where we ourselves
lived not so long ago. For a long time, Swiss youth, like their
counterparts in all other countries, followed the lead of the “dads”
[papashi] of the old, official Social Democracy. And since these
“dads” were petty-bourgeois to the core—and, as you know,
essentially sided with the bourgeoisie—the working class youth
there did not act in a revolutionary manner for a long time. In the
last two or three years, however, everything in Switzerland has
changed radically. A congress of Swiss socialist youth took place
in August. At this congress there were guests from the German
movement, from the German Communists — Spartacists. And at
this congress of youth the question was raised regarding the
attitude of youth toward the Third International and the arming of
the workers. The government forbade the congress from discussing
this issue. Switzerland, as you know, is called a democratic
republic; but, nevertheless, there are gendarmes there too
—"“democratic” police. And whenever something displeases them,
they use force.



Demands were made for the congress to remove the question of
its stance toward the Third International and the arming of the
workers from its agenda. The young people refused to do so and
continued their proceedings. Under Swiss law, the police have no
right to enter the meeting hall while a gathering is in progress.
However, since the congress refused to heed the authorities, the
police entered the hall when the discussion turned to the forbidden
topic. The congress continued to debate the issue. The police then
shut down the meeting. Consequently, the Swiss youth moved the
proceedings illegally to the mountains outside the city. Switzerland
is a mountainous country, and young people are particularly fond
of hiking in the mountains. The congress session was relocated
there. The police got wind of this and doggedly pursued the
congress. The congress gradually moved higher and higher up the
mountains, with the police close on its heels. The group reached
the snow-capped peaks, and only then was it able to unanimously
adopt a resolution stating that the Congress of Swiss Communist
Youth, with the participation of delegates from the German youth
movement, resolved to join the Third Communist International
(applause) and to support the arming of the workers.

When the Swiss “democratic” police reached the summit of the
mountain, one of the young delegates said, “We can go down now,
since the resolution has been adopted anyway,” and announced this
resolution.

Comrades, this is symbolic! Indeed, when the working class
youth of one of the most democratic—yet bourgeois—republics
need to discuss the issue of their attitude toward the Third
International and the arming of the workers, a question of the
utmost importance and the dearest, most cherished concern for
every proletarian, they are forced to flee into the mountains to
escape police officers fattened by the bourgeoisie. Truly, the

working class youth retreated to heights beyond the reach of the
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bourgeoisie and its hirelings. They adopted their decisions closer to
the heavens, breathing air untainted by bourgeois stench. In such a
setting, the decision was unanimously and enthusiastically adopted
to join the Communist International.

And this was no childish prank, no joke, this was an event in
which the entire Swiss press took an interest. The bourgeoisie is
terrified, because now not only the youth but the workers’ party as
a whole had also joined the Communist International.

Only yesterday, I read an editorial in a Lausanne newspaper—
Lausanne is a city in French-speaking Switzerland—in which a
bourgeois writer lamented the situation in Switzerland. Look at the
pass things have come to, he seemed to be saying—the Swiss party
has declared for the Communist International, and the Communists
are threatening the bourgeoisie with terror and reprisals. He tries to
reassure the bourgeoisie, saying: do not lose your heads, keep cool,
do not be afraid, look the danger calmly in the eyes. In every line,
he attempts to calm the bourgeoisie; but his own knees are clearly
shaking, he is obviously terrified himself.

That is how things stand in a country like Switzerland.

I deliberately chose this little corner, this blessed haven for the
bourgeoisie, one might say. Switzerland, this incredibly wealthy
country, did not go to war. It remained neutral! Switzerland has
prosperous peasants, not so many workers, and hunger far less
severe than anywhere else. And yet, one would not recognize the
country, where we lived three years ago, when reading about it in
the newspapers today. Three years ago, no one there wanted to
listen to us. Three years ago, Comrade Lenin, living in Zurich with
plenty of free time, tried to organize the first Swiss youth circles,
which he succeeded in doing only with great difficulty. We were
viewed as eccentrics [chudaki], as people preaching impossible
things. That is how the world has changed in two and a half years.

Communist youth are declaring open war on the bourgeoisie, yet



the bourgeoisie can do nothing about them. It holds many youth
leaders in prison, including Comrade Miinzenberg! and another
young friend and comrade of ours, Trostel>—the Swiss
representative of working class youth. Many proletarians are
languishing in Swiss prisons. Dozens of trials related to strikes are
taking place there. Yet, for all that, the bourgeoisie is powerless;
communism is making gains every day. And the entire working
population of Switzerland, or at least the vast majority of it,
already stands under the banner of communism.

Another report we have received concerns the Scandinavian
youth congress. Scandinavia comprises three states: Sweden,
Norway, and Denmark. Scandinavian workers’ congresses were
held even before the war. In August, a Scandinavian youth
congress, bringing together Swedish, Norwegian, and Danish
youth, took place in Denmark. Guests and representatives from
other countries also gathered there. This is now a common feature
of all workers' congresses; when a congress takes place in one
country, representatives from other countries attend. Everyone
feels the need to establish international ties. Comrade Hoglund,? a
prominent Swedish communist and leader of the Swedish youth
movement, attended this congress. At this gathering of youth from

three countries, the question of their stance toward the Communist

! Wilhelm “Willi” Miinzenberg (1889-1940), a German, was a leader of the Marxist
youth movement from 1910. He was secretary of the International Bureau of Young
Socialists in Zurich from 1915-18 and edited its official organ, Jugend-Internationale. He
was jailed in Stuttgart and sat five months in jail in 1919. He was a key founder of the
Communist International of Youth in November 1919 and its secretary until 1921. He
was interred by the government of France in 1939 and lynched in June 1940.

2 Wilhelm “Willi” Trostel (1894-1942), a German-speaking Swiss, was a founder of the
Communist Party of Switzerland. From 1923 he was the secretary and publication editor
of the Swiss branch of International Red Aid (MOPR). He died of heart disease in 1942.

3 Zeth Hoglund (1884—1956), active in the Zimmerwald movement during World War I,
was a founder of the Communist Party of Sweden and its youth section after serving 13
months in prison during the war. A member of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International from 1922 to 1924, Hoglund split to form his own radical party
over growing Moscow control. He served as mayor of Stockholm from 1940 to 1950.
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International was discussed. We have received the texts of some
speeches delivered there, which we will reprint in our publication,
The Communist International. The overwhelming majority decided
to join the Communist International. We also received a manifesto
from the communist youth of Germany, which we will likewise
publish, calling upon working class youth in all countries, in
impassioned terms, to join the Communist International. News has
also arrived that a youth league has been formed in America that
has affiliated with the Communist International. Furthermore, we
have received a portrait of one of the leaders of this group,
Comrade Kruse,* who was sentenced to 20 years of hard labor in
the American “democratic,” civilized republic for propagating the
ideas of the Communist International among working class youth.
Prisons in America are currently packed; there are at least 2,000
political prisoners there—perhaps even more.> And this in a
country where every bourgeois swears he stands for “democracy”
and freedom!

As soon as workers sought to fight for communism not merely
in words but in deeds, they began to be thrown into prison by the
thousands.

When you receive foreign newspapers, you see that the

question of communism has become the central issue in every

4 William “Bill” Kruse (1894-1922) was Executive Secretary of the Young People’s
Socialst League, youth section of the Socialist Party of America, from 1915 to 1918.
Kruse was one of five top leaders of the SPA targeted for prosecution by the Wilson
regime over the party’s anti-war activity. Sentenced to 20 years in prison by Judge
Kennesaw Mountain Landis in February 1919, Kruse was freed on $25,000 bail during
the appeal process, with the sentence eventually overturned. He joined the Workers Party
of America in 1921 and became one of the first Americans to attend the International
Lenin School in Moscow in 1926-27. Kruse was expelled from the Workers
(Communist) Party in 1929 for refusing to denounce disgraced party leader Jay
Lovestone.

3 This estimate would seem to be slightly inflated. Stephen M. Kohn’s careful 1994
biographical dictionary American Political Prisoners: Prosecutions under the Espionage
and Sedition Acts lists approximately 475 federal prisoners and about 175 prisoners
sentenced under sedition and state criminal syndicalism laws, plus 32 others who died in
custody. See: Kohn, chapters 12—-14.
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country. The pages of all bourgeois newspapers—Austrian,
German, American, Italian, and French—are filled with stories
about communism. From the brief excerpts I happened to read
yesterday, one gets a picture of what is going on. For instance, take
a Czech newspaper from Prague and you see the following report.
A Menshevik organ called Sotsial-Demokrat is published there. It
is headed by Deputy Modra¢ek®—a man with whom we had the
dubious pleasure of being personally acquainted. And this
newspaper, belonging to the Czech Menshevik Modracek, writes a
denunciation without a shred of shame or conscience: “We report
that meetings of communist workers are taking place twice a week
in the apartment of such-and-such a communist worker.” The
newspaper then “draws the attention” of the police to the need for
action. A few days later, it reports with glee that “our article was
noted, and measures have been taken.” Czechoslovakia, as you
know, is also a “democratic” republic. And what a simple state of
affairs prevails there! A Menshevik writes a denunciation directly
in the newspaper; the police take note and make arrests. And this is
what is called an ideological struggle.

Yes, the struggle has gone too far. You have read about what
recently happened to our comrades in Estonia. And today we have
received the sad news that 26 comrades, detained at the border,
were shot by Menshevik executioners, by Menshevik ministers
who stand for the Second International. I have already reported in
the press that, after we occupied Onega and drove out the British,
we received a photograph showing a Russian communist, who

looked quite young, being shot by representatives of this sinister

% FrantiSek Modracek (1871-1960), a former woodcarver, was a member of the
anarchist movement in the 1890s. In 1900 Modracek launched a Social Democratic youth
publication in an initial bid to start a youth section for the party, which was ultimately
rejected. He was elected to the national assembly in 1918 before breaking with the party
to form a new, nationalistic socialist party, winning election to the assembly again in
1920 under that banner. He would later move to the national senate, serving there as a
moderate social democrat until 1939.



“International.” You know that in Onega and Arkhangelsk, a body
resembling the Constituent Assembly holds sway; it is headed by
the Right Socialist-Revolutionary Chaikovsky, and everything
takes place with the blessing of the British. The photograph shows
the stern of a ship. A young Russian communist is tied to the ship’s
railing, and three rifles are aimed at him—held by a Russian
officer, a French officer, and a British officer: a sort of
“International”! The young comrade is blindfolded. Several British
officers stand behind, grinning. We are publishing this picture in
our journal, The Communist International. And 1 added a note
stating that we dedicate this picture to the heroes of the Second
International—because, in all fairness, it is to them that such a
picture should be dedicated. It is they who sanction murder; it is
they who shield the Estonian Mensheviks who are shooting 26 of
our comrades!

That is the picture in every country

It 1s the same in Germany, where the prisons are packed to
overflowing. In an issue of The Communist International, we are
publishing a harrowing eyewitness account of 32 sailors who were
shot. It is the same in Hungary, where Bolshevik power has been
temporarily overthrown. It is the same in France. The struggle is
seething everywhere, reaching the boiling point. And everywhere,
working class youth are, one might say, joyfully breaking away
from the accursed Second International, which has become an
International of swindlers, murderers, bankers, prostitutes, yellow
scribblers, and other hirelings of the bourgeoisie. Everywhere,
young people are now fleeing like the plague from those accursed
parties that call themselves socialist but in reality serve the
capitalists.

We have received a list of organizations in France that have
joined the Communist International, and youth organizations figure

prominently on that list. The Seine Federation is, roughly speaking,



the French equivalent of Petrograd and its environs. The Seine is
the river that flows through Paris; the Seine Federation comprises
the city of Paris and its surrounding areas. It is the leading
organization in France. And this entire organization joined the
Communist International about two months ago.

Thus, comrades, the picture is clear. Workers are swarming
everywhere, like an anthill. Here and there, the bourgeois boot
manages to come along and trample the anthill in the crudest
fashion. But the ants do not perish; they gather together, and the
workers’ anthill grows once more. And in some places, young
worker-ants bite painfully at the generals and bourgeois masters
who try to trample our workers' anthill. That is why, comrades, we
can confidently say that the International of Youth is growing.

Let me tell you something else—this is still a matter of
underground activity[konspirativno], but I can share this news with
you: a congress, an international congress of youth from all
countries, was scheduled to take place in the coming days, and
might even be happening at this very moment. It was originally
planned for Stockholm; then there were thoughts of holding it in
Russia or in Hungary, back when Soviet power existed there. But
those plans did not succeed. Stockholm is dominated by the
bourgeoisie and the Mensheviks, led by the Menshevik Branting,’
and while they would gladly imprison or shoot communist youth,
they would never provide a venue for the congress. It is difficult to
come here; a state of siege prevails everywhere. The Hungarian
Soviet government has, for the time being, been overthrown. And
we attempted to convene a youth congress in another European
capital, where Menshevik influence is so undermined that the

congress might well succeed there. The congress was scheduled for

7 Hjalmar Branting (1860—1925) was the leader of the Social Democratic Party of
Sweden from 1907 until his death in 1925. He served three stints as Prime Minister of
Sweden during the early 1920s.



the near future, and representatives of Russia’s working class youth
traveled there. We are expecting news any day now that the
international youth congress has taken place; and provided there
was no police interference, the congress undoubtedly did take
place. There is no doubt—and we say this based on information
received from various countries—that if the congress did take
place, a unanimous cry went up in every language from the
representatives of working class youth across all nations, and that
cry was: Long live the Third Communist International! (Applause.)

One may question whether this task was successfully resolved
from an organizational standpoint, but there can be no doubt that
the socialist proletarian youth in all countries where these
organizations exist have shaken off the pernicious influence of the
old Social Democratic parties, which became the murderers of
Liebknecht and Luxemburg. And working class youth throughout
the world now stand beneath the banner of the Third Communist
International.

An All-Russian Youth Congress is due to take place in the
coming weeks, either in Moscow or Petrograd—most likely
Moscow—and this congress will undoubtedly mark a new
milestone in the history of your organization’s development.® A
whole range of pressing issues will be discussed at this congress,
and it will help you to close your ranks. None of us here views—or
has ever viewed—work among the youth as mere entertainment, as
a trivial joke for amusement. That is nonsense. There is no reason
to look down on it. There is no reason to think that only older
people are true socialists, while the youth are supposedly too green
and immature to be taken seriously, and so on. On the contrary, the
youth movement is a very serious matter. We have always known

that working class youth constitute a “great power”’; much depends

8 The 2nd Congress of the Komsomol was held October 5-8, 1919 in Petrograd. It was
attended by 348 decisive and 81 advisory delegates.
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on their sympathies and antipathies. The future belongs to
whomever the youth support. When, a few months ago, the Left
Socialist-Revolutionaries managed to stir up an uproar and a
portion of the youth appeared to side with them, I said that nothing
is more dangerous than this. And when, yesterday, I delivered a
lecture on “Non-Party Status [bespartiinost’] and Communism” in
the Nevskaia Zastava district and was met two blocks away by the
young people and children of the workers, who greeted me in a
friendly manner, I said: this is the best possible sign. It is proof that
the working class is with us.

That is why, comrades, you can see from our attitude toward all
issues concerning working class youth that we do not view this
matter as a pastime or a joke, but rather we see it as a most serious
undertaking.

It is especially important to organize this work in the
countryside. Unfortunately, I do not know how many
representatives from the villages of the Petrograd Gubernia are
present in this hall, but I know for certain that in the Petrograd
Gubernia and throughout Russia far too little has been done in the
villages to organize communist youth, and rural youth in general.
Of course, there are many difficulties in our path. Backward
peasants sometimes regard this as a mere amusement or a frivolous
matter; they hold the view, as the saying goes, that “eggs don’t
teach the hen,” and that young people should not meddle in the
affairs of serious adults. A whole host of prejudices must be
overcome. Yet, these difficulties must be surmounted at all costs. It
seems to me that the youth of Petrograd, Moscow, in the capitals
and the cities in general, should think less about setting up libraries
and unions here (though, naturally, they are also necessary here)
and focus instead on bringing this work to the countryside. That is
the primary task.
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In the cities, the working class has broken free from the
shackles of prejudice and stands with our Party. In the countryside,
however, there is profound ignorance. It seems to me that the
scraps of knowledge possessed by urban working class youth must
be taken to the villages immediately. There, it will pay off a
hundredfold and you will recoup your investment with interest,
with massive returns.

You will find sympathy among the peasant youth.
Undoubtedly, it will be difficult at first. (But there, every single
seed will sprout. At the All-Russian Congress of Working Youth
the question of work in the countryside must be placed at the very
top of the agenda. Our country is a rural one, the people
predominantly live in the countryside. Until we reach an
understanding with them, until we have in every volost and every
large village at least a small group of two or three young people,
until we manage to get our newspapers, books, and pamphlets to
them—until then, one might say, we have accomplished nothing.

And this is no easy task. Sometimes, delivering three
newspapers to a village might seem like a trivial matter. Yet, it is
far more important than endlessly repeating fine words and passing
empty resolutions. Rather than stewing in our own juice, it is far
more important to train even just two peasant youths, give them
newspapers, provide them with your city address—the address of
your club or society—establish a link with the village, ensure they
come to the city to listen and then tell their fellow villagers what
this union is all about, and thus sow a new seed. This is work that
each of you can and must do.

Above all, comrades, we must learn, learn, and learn again. Of
course, it would be ridiculous for me to preach a tedious sermon
about how learning is light and ignorance is darkness. It is an
elementary, hackneyed truth—everyone knows it. Official voices

have told you this all too often: “Study, study, and study some
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more.” We say the same thing, yet it is not quite the same. We call
you not to rote learning—that stale, official fodder—but to living
knowledge. By no means can we say that a communist can do
without science. No. Sometimes it happens that—as if in defiance
of the old ways, in defiance of that detested, tiresome “official
teacher” who offered dead dogma instead of real science—young
people give up studying altogether. They think: “For ages, Mom
and Dad have been harping on about schooling and science; now
that I’ve broken free, now that I’ve spread my wings like a young
eagle, ’'m going to spit on schooling, I don’t need it.”

In our opinion, the question cannot be posed in this way.

Of course, the old kind of schooling—rote memorization, dead
dogma, stale fodder—should be sent to the devil as quickly as
possible. But we need living knowledge as much as we need air.
We have our own science—a vast proletarian science; we have
hundreds and thousands of books written by the finest minds of
communism, from Marx to the leaders of today. Our youth must
distinguish themselves not only by being the most noble and
self-sacrificing, not only by rushing into the thick of danger. Our
youth must distinguish themselves from the previous generation by
being industrious and eager to learn; they must not be like chaff
blown by the wind, but must strive to build a solid foundation—
studying the nature of communism, grasping every line of our
program, delving into every issue, and reflecting on what is
happening in Russia today.

For what is happening now serves as a vast university for
working class and peasant youth. Every decree we issue gives
cause to think—to think deeply and to learn—about why it was
drafted one way rather than another. We must study every decree.
Furthermore, we possess a wealth of literature; we have translated
the best works written in various languages over the course of

many decades. Within the ranks of our own party, we have
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outstanding theorists and writers whose works are translated by
workers and peasants into languages across the globe. Such books
must be available in every workers’ club, every peasants’ club, and
every town. We must organize study circles of five, ten, fifteen
people to study these books, pamphlets, and the program itself. I
repeat: we must study communism, and study it thoroughly.

You see, of course, comrades, that the Soviet government and
the Communist Party are now meeting you halfway in this regard,
doing everything possible to help you learn. And never before have
the words “knowledge is power” sounded so convincing, so
weighty, as they do now.

These, comrades, are the recommendations I would offer to
your congress.

Organize the study of communism. It is not a matter of your
necessarily reading Karl Marx’s Capital right away; not everyone
is up to tackling such massive volumes immediately. There are
plenty of other books, study guides, and pamphlets that you should
know inside out—so well that you could hold your own against the
likes of us, the older communists, and even leave us far behind.
Your minds are agile; you are younger; you must tackle the task of
education in earnest. You must awaken a thirst for knowledge
within yourselves, you must drink from the wellspring of
knowledge just as a weary traveler drinks after enduring thirst for a
day or two. You must go to the source of knowledge, drink
greedily from it, and let others drink too. And you must not simply
sit in Petrograd, that glorious city we all love, but take everything
you can from here and carry it to the countryside, which is in need
of books, newspapers, and knowledgeable, literate people. You
must go there, because our countryside is backward and
unenlightened. And, ultimately, the entire fate of our revolution
depends on the countryside.
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Your task now is to prepare for the upcoming All-Russian
Congress, where all these issues will be discussed. Not long ago,
the chairman of the All-Russian Union of Youth gave me a report
on the number of working class youth organizations. I must say I
was pleasantly surprised. I did not know that youth organizations
had grown so much—that we have a thousand small cells. In some
provinces, there are as many as 300 youth organizations—
admittedly weak and young, just finding their feet, but with a great
future ahead of them. We have taken a significant step forward.
Across Russia, we have about 80,000 members from among
working class and peasant youth. Yet this is but a drop in the
ocean; it is a small beginning. We need not 100,000 or 200,000,
but two million members, so that a// the youth are organized— so
that through the 20-year-olds we can influence the adolescents, the
15-year-olds, and through the 15-year-olds, we can influence even
younger adolescents.

Recall how the bourgeoisie acted. What does the bourgeois
order rest upon? Not merely on naked force. Bayonets, prisons,
exile, machine guns, and cannons are indeed major forces in the
hands of the bourgeoisie. But the bourgeoisie also maintains its
position because it has taken schools and upbringing into its own
hands. For example, in a French bourgeois democratic republic, a
French child of just 3 years old, only just learning to speak, begins
singing bourgeois-chauvinist songs. The first reader he receives is
thoroughly bourgeois-clerical and reactionary. And when he enters
school and falls into the hands of experienced bourgeois teachers,
they systematically poison his soul. By the age of 20, the result is a
finished specimen of the bourgeois “citizen”—a human machine
who can be thrown onto any battlefield whatsoever, where, like a
dumb beast, he will slaughter workers just like himself, a man who
will spend his entire life under the lash of the bourgeoisie. Such is

the cunning mechanism of the bourgeois system. The best minds of
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the bourgeoisie have pondered this very thing—how to cripple
children and youth through schools, the clergy, and so on.

Now, for the first time in history, we have the opportunity to
take this matter into our own hands and do it all our own way. We
now have the opportunity not to surrender the child’s soul to those
Jesuits and reactionaries who cripple it. We have the opportunity to
compile our own readers; we have taken the schools into our own
hands. We have many teachers who are not Communists, many
who are enemies of Communist power, yet there is a segment
among them that supports us. Now that we are taking the schools
into our own hands, we have the opportunity to educate the youth
in our own way, in a way that serves the needs of the worker and
the peasant.

You, representatives of the working class and peasant youth,
must not fritter away your energies; you must not rely solely on
zeal and enthusiasm. You must learn, from an early age, to become
organizers and builders. It is not enough to be merely a
propagandist or agitator, to know how to deliver a speech or
procure a book, but one must be an organizer. That is the highest
art of our times.

Recently, the German Communists lost their finest organizer,
Comrade Tyszka,” who was the “iron hand” of their party. Just as
Liebknecht was the party's fiery heart, Comrade Tyszka was its
iron hand; the German Communists felt this loss acutely.

What Russia needs most right now are builders and organizers.
We must awaken in the youth the desire to become organizers.
Every young person should dream: “When I grow up, I will
become a major organizer—first in my volost, then in my uezd,

then in the gubernia, and perhaps, eventually, across all of Russia

9 Jan Tyszka (1867-1919) was the party name of Leo Jogiches, a founder with his
companion Rosa Luxemburg of the Social Democracy of the Kingdom of Poland and
Lithuania. Jogiches-Tyszka was murdered in Berlin by German right wing paramilitary
forces while investigating the murder of Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht.
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and perhaps even on an international scale.” Just as happened with
Comrade Hoglund, who started out as a leader of Swedish youth
and is now one of the leaders of the Third Communist
International. Young people must start with a small task, but
perform that small task with love. The first sprout is what matters;
what matters is that at least a small organizational cell is created to
begin with. That, comrades, is what I wish for you. More vigor,
more persistence, tenacity, organization.

Prepare for your All-Russian Congress, which the working
youth of the entire world will be watching, because the working
youth of Russia is now, undoubtedly, one of the most influential
organizations within the Communist International.

Prepare for this congress so that it is not merely a parade, but
yields new organizations—circles in the countryside and cities,
new libraries and clubs—and produces good future soldiers for the
Red Army, as well as good future organizers drawn from the ranks
of workers and peasants.

A vast sea of work lies ahead of us. We are only just beginning,
we are still engaged in the preliminary, rough work. But the time is
near when we shall build freely across the globe, and then a wider
path will open up for builders from the people—from the peasantry
and the working class.

And it is you who are called upon to build this new life. The
future belongs to you, the youth. In a few years, you will form the
core of our party. You will produce a generation of fighters upon
whom the outcome of our entire struggle will depend.

I wish you success in your work. And I am confident that each
of you will fulfill your duty and seize this splendid opportunity to
strengthen and build up, if only by an inch, if only by a single
brick, our edifice—the edifice of the new Communist Russia.
(Thunderous applause.)
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