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OLD WESTBURY(cont.)
day care, bilingual education, etc.) were directly linked up 
to the intended mission of the school. The degree of effec­
tiveness of this campaign would depend totally on the level 
of consistency with which it was carried through.

At this time, the College was approaching an evaluation 
for accreditation by the Middle States Accreditation Team 
which consisted of university administrators from 
throughout the U.S. and several New York State officials.
The Committee for Self Defense developed a campaign 
which was aimed at exposing the contradictions between 
Static "a ' r' ictr?t 'f)n's rhetoric anc* practice. The Middle 
States Mofpr®^/J5?i9n Team had to recognize the validity of 
the arguments raised by the students and, as a result, they 
emphasized clearly in their report the uniqueness and im­
portance of the mission of Old Westbury: “ ...th e  sub­
stantial progress made to date, if maintained and further 
developed, will lead to eventual accomplishments which 
will make Old Westbury a remarkable institution and, at the 
same time, will have major implications [emphais added] 
for higher education generally.” Further, “ to maintain this 
balance is, in the opinion of the team, both the most im­
portant and the most difficult problem which the College 
faces during the coming year. In view of outside pressures 
[emphasis added] it can solve this problem only through 
substantial internal coherence and close collaboration 
between administration, faculty and students.”

The Committee for Self Defense, the Dormitory Council 
and other forces continued to struggle around the issues 
on campus. Struggle included Christmas intercession 
housing for all resident students that was being discon­
tinued; the establishment in practice of the bilingual/ 
bicultural program; and many other issues. In these areas, 
students were being integrated into working committees, 
geared toward addressing these many problems. Again, 
these areas of work allowed for students to participate in 
the practical development of their needs, while it also serv­
ed to clearly define the student alternatives in these areas.

On March 17, 1976 after a confrontation and mass rally 
with Dr. McGuire around the bilingual /bicultural question, 
students occupied and barricaded themselves into the ad­
ministrative office of the college. As a result of the many 
months of work in building student awareness, the student 
body responded to this action, closing the school for six 
days. Some of the major demands were: 1) Reverse the 
1976 Master Plan to reflect the original commitment to 
educate the historically bypassed; 2) Establish a bilingual 
/bicultural program to serve the needs of native and non­
native Spanish-speaking students; 3) Establish housing 
to accomodate students and their families on a year-round 
basis; 4) Support permanent continuation of the child­
care center; 5) Implement admissions policy to uphold the 
special mission of the College at Old Westbury. After five 
days of intense negotiations between the Faculty/Student 
Negotiating Team and the administration, an agreement 
was reached in which all the strike demands were met. The 
following months were to prove, however, that the Admin­
istration had never seriously intended to implement the 
agreement.

After the strike, in a general meeting of students, the 
formation of a Student Union was approved to ensure the 
maintenance and progressive development of the mission 
of the school.

The first action of the Student Union was to recruit those 
people who had shown their commitment to defend, in 
practice, the mission, in order to run for office in the stu­
dent government. Simultaneously, the Student Union be­
gan its consolidation process, assuming a constitution 
and structure in which all members of the student body 
could participate in the planning and practical aspects of 
the defense of the mission.

As with all newly formed organizations, the Student 
Union passed through its developmental stages, and its 
problems. Nevertheless, in conjunction with other student 
organizations, a food boycott was organized in response to 
the conditions of the college food service. Within a week 
the boycott had effectively closed one cafeteria and reduc­
ed the services of the other cafeteria to a minimum.

At the same time, the Student Union began laying out 
the foundations for extensive propaganda to expose ad­
ministration’s failure to implement the 1976 strike agree­
ment.

In the spring 1977 semester, propaganda efforts were 
increased. These took the form of leaflets, informative ral­
lies, banners, classroom campaigns, etc. The work 
through the Student Union served to heighten the general 
awareness and understanding between the student body of 
the conditions being imposed by the administration and 
also served to draw some of the other student organiza­
tions in the concrete work being done. The major issues 
around which the students were mobilized were: 1) the 
suspension of the campus judicial codes and the imple­
mentation of direct presidential rule; 2) the firing of two 
progressive faculty members; 3) the administration’s re­
jection of all the recommendations of the Admission’s 
Committee and other Committees set up to oversee the 
development of the mission; and 4) all of the other provi- 
sionsof the1976 strike agreement which had been violated 
by administration concerning bilingual / bicultural 
program, housing, child care, etc. In this period it became 
crucial to consolidate the understanding among the gen­
eral student population of the reasons for the worsening 
conditions and the increased administrative attempts to 
destroy the mission. The administration, which carries out 
the mandates of the state, and the state which upholds the 
interests of capital (monopolies, banks, big business), is 
trying to take back the many concessions they were forced 
to give under the pressure of the popular mass democratic 
movements of the 1960’s and early 1970’s. Old Westbury, 
which was a product of those struggles, is now faced with 
the efforts of the entire ruling capitalist class to regain the 
crumbs that were forced from them. This is especially true 
today when the ruling class, whose fundamental interests 
are to secure higher profits, is confronting one of the worst 
economic crises in its history. This crisis has lead them 
into sacrificing the services and programs needed by the 
millions of working people and oppressed sectors in order
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Puerto Rico Inform a

DIALOGUE WITH M.S.P. part 2
OEM: What is the MSP view on the Cuban Revolution? 
MSP-UJS: I am glad that this question has been posed, 
since for our movement, the position in respect to the 
Cuban Revolution is important to our view of the 
international situation, i.e., our politics on the internation­
al level. It seems to me that as much as I would like to be 
brief, this will not be possible, especially when there has 
been so much written and discussed about the Cuban 
Revolution, ranging from the first extremely important 
observations made by Che Guevara, to Regis Debray, 
Charles Bettelheim (in his famous polemic with Che 
regarding the productive forces and the applicability of the 
law of value to Cuba) and Michael Lowy, just to mention a 
few, as well as, the many articles and so-called “analysis” 
which we will not attempt to discuss, in this context, 
diverse interpretations have been developed regarding the 
revolutionary process in Cuba. I stated that I will not be 
able to be brief because it is not enough to say that our 
position is one of support to the socialist character of the 
Cuban Revolution and to its consistent application, in real 
terms, of the principles of Proletarian Internationalism. 
However, to remain here would be extremely superficial. 
Our position is placed within the significance of the 
triumph and consolidation of socialism in Cuba for the 
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America.

In the first place, we understand that the development, 
triumph and consolidation of the Cuban Revolution has 
been neither a “ historical exception” nor an “only model” 
for Latin America. To pose the first is to say that 
developments in Cuba were experiences that could not be 
applied to other countries. We oppose this interpretation, 
and history itself has proven this not to be the case. On the 
other hand, to hold up and convert the Cuban experience as 
an “only Model” is to fall prey to that which we have 
criticized in others, i.e., not recognizing the dialectical 
character of every historical process. We shall be more 
precise.

We understand that the triumph of the Cuban Revolution 
constitutes a severe blow to the traditional communist and 
socialist parties in Latin America. As you know, the history 
of those parties has been one of continuous failures. From 
the decade of the 30’s to the beginning of the60's and even 
today, these parties saw the development of the revolution 
in the Americas as part of the process where the 
fundamental contradiction was between the nation and 
foreign capital. This interpretation led them to pose the 
possibility of a class alliance between the peasantry, the 
working class, the petty bourgoisie and the national 
bourgoisie (interested in the industrial development of 
Latin America) against imperialism and its allies, the big 
landowners and the agricultural oligarchy. This was the 
basis on which these parties posed that the general 
organizational objective was the construction of a patriotic 
national front of a democratic character with the strategic 
objective not of the socialist revolution but of a bourgeois 
democratic revolution and the establishment of a national 
government led by the bourgeoise and supported by the 
popular sectors. Within this conception it was possible 
and even necessary to support the bourgeoisie and to even 
look with favor upon a seizure of the state by nation­
alist militarists. In viewing the present stage as being one 
of the bourgeois democratic revolution, it is then 
impossible for these parties to speak of socialist 
revolution until this stage was completed, and even less to 
speak of the fundamental contradiction as being between

the proletariat and dispossessed masses against the 
bourgeoisie. Armed struggle? This was out of the 
question! Those who posed the need for it were quickly 
branded as illusionists oradventurists.

In opposition to this mechanistic interpretation, alien to 
the actual reality of Latin America, and as a rallying call to

socialist revolution, stands the triumph of the July 26th 
Movement. To illustrate what we mean, let us examine the 
lessons that have been bequeathed to us by the Cuban 
Revolution—lessons which Che Guevara, true scientist of 
revolutionary theory and action, pointed out these are 
fundamentally five, because what might well be 
considered the sixth we understand to be non-applicable (I 
refer to the struggle fundamentally being one in the rural 
areas).

I. The Character of the Bourgeoisie in Latin America
The experience of the first years of the Cuban 

Revolution, similarto the experience of all the Portuguese- 
Hispanic Americas (to include Brazil), showed that the so- 
called National Bourgeoisies do not possess the 
revolutionary potential that many so-called Marxists 
presume to vest upon them. What happened in Cuba? If it is 
indeed a certainty that sectors of the bourgeoisie initially 
supported the July 26th Movement, it is even more a 
certainty that once the revolution had acquired an 
irreversible character—as it began to move toward agrarian 
reform, toward nationalizing and socializing important 
sectors of the economy and toward expropriation of the 
monopolies—that the same bourgeoisie passed to being 
counter-revolutionary. They proved that they were not 
willing to relinquish their interests, their class interests, 
let alone confront imperialism, because they were totally 
dependent upon vast northamerican finance capital. It is 
for this reason that when Che pointed out that a “ revolution 
which is not taken to its ultimate conclusion is lost” he 
meant simply and clearly that it is not enough to seize 
power but that the class struggle must be taken to its final 
consequences; to wage war against imperialism, as well 
as, against the bourgeoisie. What occurred in Guatemala 
under the populist regime of Arbenz, in Argentina under

Continued on page 6
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"TRUE LIBERATION OF PEOPLES...WILL HAVE IN THE AMERICAS  
THE POTENTIAL TO TRANSFORM ITSELF INTO SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

Domingo Peron, in Brazil with Goulart in 1964, and even in 
the Dominican Republic? The national bourgeoisie is 
incapable of and can never lead a revolution in Latin 
America. This is a lesson, which seems to us, the 
revolutionaries of Latin America have learned all too well; 
this is placing in proper perspective the role of the 
bourgeoisie in the era of socialist revolution.

II. The revolution in Latin America will be national in form 
but essentially socialist in content.

Without resorting to a mere solligism I will state that the 
second great lesson of the Cuban Revolution is intimately 
linked to what has been posed regarding the national 
bourgeoisies in Latim America. If this class is totally 
dependent on imperialism, if it is in open contradiction 
with the proletariat and furthermore will never struggle for 
socialist revolution (particularly given the experience of 
Cuba and recently Chile) then where is the basis for a 
bourgeois-democratic revolution? It seems to us, as some 
say in Puerto Rico, that it has been “ historically proven and 
dialectically substantiated,’’ that socialist revolution is 
possible in Latin America. It is true that during the first 
years following the triumph of the Cuban Revolution the 
immediate tasks were those of meeting the democratic 
aspirations of the workers and peasants. It is just as true 
that these tasks could very well be developed in the initial 
stages of the socialist revolution. At the same time, 
another extremely important aspect must be considered: 
the role of the vanguard, which in Cuba, was able without a 
doubt, to push forward the march of those events within 
the context of what was objectively possible. What for 

■many was merely a bourgeois democratic revolution, was 
transformed into a socialist revolution. If the Socialist 
revolution triumphed in Cuba, then can’t similar develop­
ments occui in Africa, Asia, and Latin America? We think 
it can. Not only has Cuba proven this to be true but so has 
Vietnam and Angola. What I am posing here and which 
our organization accepts as valid, is clearly expressed in 
the message to the Tricontinental: “The true liberation of

“Without Revolution There Can Be No True Independence.” 
(Greats of Cuban Independence: Marti, Maceo, and Gomez| ]

' j
#

peoples.. will have in the Americas almost unfailingly, 
the potential to transform itself into socialist revolu­
tion . . .  the national bourgeoisies have lost all their ability 
to oppose imperialism. There are not more changes to be 
made; it’s either a socialist revolution or a caricature of a 
revolution”

III. The Necessity of the Armed Struggle as the Funda­
mental Method of Struggle.

One of the key lessons of the Cuban Revolution, which 
is at the same time the central question of every revolu­
tion—the question of power and of how to destroy the 
bureaucratic-military apparatus of the bourgeois state—is 
without a doubt the guerrilla warfare experience in the 
Sierra itself as well as in the plains. This lesson we can 
summarize in the following way: The Cuban Revolution 
showed in practice that Marxists must be consistent with 
the Leninist position expounded in the State and Revolu­
tion. That is to say, the way in which the socialist revolu­
tion can be achieved is by counterposing revolutionary 
violence to reactionary violence. If we truly seek to be 
victorious in this struggle we must destroy the bourgeois 
state and therefore the oppressor’s army. It was clearly 
proven in Cuba, that the popular forces can defeat an 
oppressor army no matter how powerful it may be, in 
order to achieve this it is necessary to construct the 
peoples army, or what we can call the Revolutionary Army 
of the Workers.

It must be a war and a revolutionary army that cannot be 
one of a conventional character but on the contrary: a 
mobile force. The important thing will not be to seize 
territory in order to establish liberated zones but to win 
the people over. The political military actions of the army

Continued on page 12
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“WORKFARE” -  FORCED LABOR
“Workfare”: How the Government Gets More for its Money

During the coming summer months, New York State 
will attempt once again to implement a form of “work- 
fare” , programs that force welfare recipients to take 
menial jobs in public agencies, receiving in return only 
their welfare check.

In its initial stages, the plan recently passed by the 
State Legislature is directed at a group of 70,000 
peopie_those on home relief who have been classified as 
“employable” (i.e. they are physically able to work and do 
not have young children to keep them at home). These 
people will be required to work three days a week in order 
to remain eligible for public assistance. If a person 
refuses to work the 3 days or refuses to take a particular 
job, he or she would then be thrown off the welfare rolls.

For the past several years, people on home relief have 
already been required to pick up their welfare checks at 
local employment offices. If no paid jobs were available, 
they were “encouraged” to work at jobs in voluntary 
programs, where supposedly they would be trained in

particular skills. Most of the jobs people were given were 
dead-end: they required little or no training and in no way 
served to increase work abilities. It is this kind of 
unskilled job that people on home relief will now be 
forced to work at under Governor Carey’s new law.

At a later stage, NYS plans substantially to expand its 
program by including in it the largest category of welfare 
recipients—women receiving money from Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children (AFDC). Presently AFDC women 
are also “encouraged” to participate in voluntary job 
training programs, particularly in New York City, in the 
federally-funded Work Incentive (WIN) program. WIN is 
explained as a program designed to help welfare recip­
ients get off welfare. Instead the program channels 
women into unskilled jobs. Though WIN is not a 
mandatory program, many women have been coerced into 
it through fear of losing welfare eligibility, indeed, many 
women with children in daycare have been led to believe 
that their daycare eligibility is dependent upon participa­
tion in aWIN program.

Denial of People’s Rights
Fundamentally, workfare programs are based on the 

idea that people on welfare have no rights. This is 
consistent with the false ideology which the ruling class 
perpetuates that people are poor because they are 
inherently inferior: we grow up learning that being poor 
means you are stupid, that it indicates a weakness of 
character, a lack of moral and mental strength.

In the workfare programs, this apparently justifies 
people’s having no choice about what happens to them. 
They have no choice about what kind of job they get or 
where it is located. They are not covered by disability or 
unemployment insurance; they do not get vacations nor 
benefits (health or pension plan, medical benefits, etc.) 
which might be available to the salaried workers.

Politicians’ Like Workfare
New York politicians at all levels of government, liberal 

and conservative alike, are happy with Carey’s new 
program. The liberals are happy because supposedly the 
program will provide people with skills and will prove that 
“ poor people ^ren’t lazy cheats and really do want to 
work.” The conservatives are happy because the workfare 
program will help to reduce the welfare rolls. Their 
rationale is that people will choose to take regular-paying 
jobs rather than work 3 days a week for a welfare check; 
they assume that people are on welfare because they 
don’t like to work.

Both of these positions feed the reactionary and racist 
myths about why people in this society are on welfare, 
and neither one exposes the true nature of workfare 
programs: that they exploit potential workers by providing 
the government and private industry with a source of 
cheap unskilled labor. Aside from the fact that these 
so-called training programs do not prepare people for any 
kind of productive, skilled work, the most misleading 
concept raised by the politicians is that there are jobs 
available to train people for! Yet government figures put 
the number of unemployed workers at 7 million, and this 
does not include the millions of workers never counted in 
the offical statistics—those on welfare, those who’ve 
given up looking for jobs, those who have yet to find their 
first jobs, those whose unemployment checks have run 
out, and those who work part-time because it’s better than 
nothing. The reality is that there are very few jobs 
available, in particular for those workers who are poorly 
educated and lack specific skills.

Welfare Reform
Carey’s workfare plan is not something new to New 

York or the rest of the country. Since the late 60’s and 
early 70’s, workfare has at various times been proposed 
under the guise of reforming the welfare system.

In 1971, President Richard Nixon presented the Con­
gress his so-called welfare reform bill, H.R. #1 • The main 
thrust of the bill was to provide cheap labor to government 
agencies and private industry. If the bill had passed, H.R. 
#1 would have established regulations forcing the major­
ity of people on welfare to work off their checks in un­
skilled dead-end jobs. In particular, women heads of 
households with children over three years of age would 
have had to place their children in any available daycare 

Continued on page .10
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DIALOGUE cont.
o r o f th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  u n its  in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  
c o n s is te n t p o lit ic a l a c t io n s  o f its  va n g ua rd  w il l  a llo w  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f a p ro tra c te d  w a r o f l ib e ra tio n . A  w a r th a t 
w il l  a tta c k , h a rra ss , d is o r ie n t and d e m o ra liz e  th e  reac­
t io n a ry  fo rc e s  to  th e  p o in t o f a c h ie v in g  th e ir  c o m p le te  
d e s tru c t io n . A  re v o lu t io n a ry  w a r w h ic h  w il l  a llo w  th e  
s y n th e s is  o f “ O rg a n iz a tio n , th e  P eop le , c o n s c io u s n e s s , 
and a rm s !”  T h is  m ea ns  th a t th e  ro le  o f th e  va n g u a rd  is  no t 
to  s it  and  w a it u n t il a ll th e  o b je c t iv e  and  s u b je c t iv e  
h is to r ic a l c o n d it io n s  c o in c id e  in o rd e r to  th e n  p ose  fo r  
th e m s e lv e s  th e  s e izu re  o f p o lit ic a l p o w e r. The  ro le  w h ic h  
m u s t be a s s u m e d  by th e  va n g ua rd  m u s t s te m  fro m  th e  
o b je c t iv e  c o n d it io n s  o f e c o n o m ic  c r is is  and  th e  o r ie n ta ­
t io n  o f th e  e ve n ts  u n fo ld in g  to w a rd  th e  in i t ia t io n  o f th e  
re v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le .

T h is  is  w h a t o c c u rre d  in C ub a  and  w e u n d e rs ta n d  th a t it 
has been a le sso n  w h ic h  is  a p p lic a b le  and th a t has been 
c o n c re te ly  taken  up in th e  A m e ric a s  w he re  a t th e  sam e 
tim e , th e re  have e x is te d  o th e r  e x p e rie n c e s  th a t have 
e n r ic h e d  th e  fo rm e r  one , as is  th e  case  w ith  th e  T upa- 
m a ros  o f U ru g u a y , th e  P R T-E R P  in A rg e n tin a , e tc .

The  o th e r  c o n tr ib u t io n s  o f th e  C uban  re v o lu t io n  have 
been th e ir  real and  s in c e re  g e s tu re s  o f P ro le ta ria n  In te r­
n a tio n a lis m  w ith in  w h ic h  th e y  have spared  no e ffo r ts  in 
a id in g  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and  p e o p le s  in 
s tru g g le  fo r  th e ir  n a tio n a l lib e ra t io n . In V ie tn a m , A n g o la , 
M o z a m b iq u e , and in m an y  c o u n tr ie s  in  L a tin  A m e ric a  
th e se  have been in p la ce s  w he re  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  p eo p le  
o f C uba  have s h o w n  th e ir  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  p r in c ip le  o f 
in te rn a t io n a lis m  in th e o ry  as w e ll as in p ra c tic e . A fu r th e r  
-c o n tr ib u t io n , and as e xp o u n d e d  by C he G uevara , has 
been th e  s tra te g ic  c o n c e p tio n  re g a rd in g  th e  s tru g g le  on  a 
c o n t in e n ta l sca le . If C uba  c o n fro n te d  im p e r ia lis m , th en  
th e  p e o p le s  o f L a tin  A m e ric a  can d o  th e  sam e b u t th is  
t im e  in u n ite d  fo rm .

T h is , in  g en era l te rm s  is  o u r  p o s it io n  re g a rd in g  the  
C uban R e v o lu tio n , and as I s ta te d  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g , fo r  
th e se  and  o th e r  rea son s  w e  s u p p o r t th e  C uban  R e v o lu tio n  
as a S o c ia lis t  re v o lu tio n  and  o ne  w h ic h  has c o n tr ib u te d  
m uch  to  th e  In te rn a tio n a l R e v o lu tio n a ry  S tru g g le .

O E M : W h a t is  y o u r  v ie w  re g a rd in g  th e  N o rth a m e ric a n  
le ft?

U JS -M S P : The  q u e s tio n  w h ic h  yo u  p ose  to  us  m ig h t 
very w e ll be th e  m o s t d if f ic u l t  o ne  to  a n sw e r. A t th e  sam e 
tim e , its  re s p o n s e  m ig h t a ls o  be ill-a d v is e d , p a r t ic u la r ly  if 
we w ere  to  l im it  o u r  o p in io n  based  on th e  p e rio d  o f th is  
v is it .  In any  case , and  g iven  th e  c o n ta c ts  w h ic h  w e have 
m a in ta in e d  w ith  v a rio u s  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s , as w e ll as th e  fa c t th a t w e  are up to  d a te  in te rm s  
o f th e  s itu a t io n  here , it se em s p o s s ib le  to  re s p o n d  a ro u n d  
th is  m a tte r.

F irs t ly ,  w e be lieve  th a t as is th e  case  in a ll s o c ie t ie s  
(o u rs  fo r  e xam p le ) th e re  e x is t in th e  U .S . as m any 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  as th e re  are id e o lo g ic a l p o s it io n s  in regard  
to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  in th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  and  e x te rn a lly . T he re  are o rg a n iz a tio n s  
w h ic h  seem  m ore  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  even ts  in th e  c o u n t ie s  
of the  S o c ia lis t  ca m p  th an  w ith  w h a t is ta k in g  p la ce  here  
in th e  U n ite d  S ta te s . W ith in  th is  v a ria t io n  ( if  it can be 
ca lle d  th a t) a re on th e  o ne  h a n d , th e  s o -c a lle d  “ m a o is ts ”  
w ho  are m o re  co n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  s in o -s o v ie t s p li t  and in 
a d d it io n , m an y  if n o t a ll th e ir  p u b lic a t io n s  are geared  
a ro u n d  w h a t th e y  d e fin e  as “ s o v ie t s o c ia l- im p e r ia l is m ”  o r 
th e  “ m y th  o f th e  Cuban r e v o lu t io n .”  T hese  are c o n c e p ts  ( if  
th e y  can be c a te g o r iz e d  as s u ch ) th a t to  our u n d e rs ta n d ­
ing  do  n o t c o rre s p o n d  to  th e  g e n u in e  s c ie n t if ic  c o n c e p ts  
of m a rx is m , p a r t ic u la r ly  th o s e  w h ic h  are u t iliz e d  in 
a n a ly z in g  any  s o c io -h is to r ic a l fo rm a tio n . In e s s e n c e  th e y

c o n s t itu te  a tte m p ts  a t a n a ly z in g  re a lity  as th e y  w o u ld  w is h  
it to  be and n o t as it re a lly  is . O ne  c a n n o t ju s t  ca te g o riz e  
th e  S o v ie t U n io n  as s o c ia l im p e r ia l is t  (as m o s t w h o  th in k  
a lo n g  th e se  lin e s  d o ) on  th e  b a s is  th a t “ c a p ita lis m  has 
been re s to re d  in th e  S o v ie t U n io n ,”  n o r  can o ne  v iew  
re v o lu t io n a ry  C uba  as a M y th . H is to ry  has a lre a d y  p roven  
th a t th is  is n o t th e  ca se . In p o s in g  th is ,  w e  d o  n o t p re ten d  
to  m ake  an a b s o lu te  d e fe n s e  o f th e  S o v ie t U n io n  
p a r t ic u la r ly  w hen  th e re  are in n u m e ra b le  c r it ic is m s  o f it.

_  On th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e re  e x is t  o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s , 
T ro ts k y ite s , and  as an e x a m p le  th e  S o c ia lis t  W o rke rs  
P a rty  (S .W .P .), w h o s e  p o s it io n s  re g a rd in g  P u e rto  R ico , 
L a tin  A m e ric a  and  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f th e  S o c ia lis t  C am p  are 
in c o rre c t. F ro m  th e ir  c r it ic is m  o f th e  fo rm  in  w h ic h  a rm ed  
s tru g g le  has d e ve lo p e d  in L a tin  A m e ric a  to  th e ir  a tte m p t 
to  ra ise  to  th e  leve l o f an a b s u rd ity  th e  M a rx is t p o s it io n  
re g a rd in g  m a ss  s tru g g le s  th is  is  m a n ife s te d , p a r t ic u la r ly  
w hen  th e y  p ose  th a t if  th e re  are no  m ass  s tru g g le s  th en  
th e re  can be no a rm ed  s tru g g le . In th is  w a y  th e y  n ega te  
th e  tru e  ro le  o f th e  p o lit ic a l and m il i ta ry  va n g ua rd  o f th e  
w o rk e rs . In p o s in g  th is  w e  are n o t n e g a tin g  th e  p ra c tic e  
w h ic h  any o f th e s e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  m ay have d e ve lo pe d . 
N o r do  w e w a n t to  n e g a te  th e  r ig h t  th a t o rg a n iz a tio n s  have 
to  p ose  th e ir  p o s it io n s ,  c r it ic is m s , and  a n a ly s is  re g a rd in g  
every p ro c e s s  and  o rg a n iz a tio n . N e ve rth e le ss , th e  a b il ity  
and r ig h t to  p o se  th e s e  is  n o t and  c a n n o t b e co m e  an 
o b s ta c le  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f a n a ly s is  and  p o s it io n s  
w h ic h  are re s p o n s ib le  and  s c ie n t i f ic .  A t th e  sam e  tim e , 
th e re  a lso  e x is t a s e rie s  o f p o lit ic a l o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h o se  
th e o ry  and p ra c tic e  c o rre s p o n d  w ith  th e  need o f e ffe c ­
t iv e ly  ta k in g  up a nd  d e v e lo p in g  to  p o l i t ic a l ly  m ore  
advanced  leve ls  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  to w a rd  th e  
se izu re  o f p o lit ic a l p o w e r by th e  w o rk in g  c la s s  in  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s . T h a t re v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  is  o ne  w h ic h  is 
c o m p le x  and  d if f ic u l t  b u t is o ne  w h ic h  can never be Said 
to  be im p o s s ib le . It is  a re v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  in w h ic h  
th e  w o rk e rs  o f h is p a n ic  b a c k g ro u n d  (P u e rto  R ica n s , 
C h ic a n o s , D o m in ic a n s , P a n a m a n ia n s , e tc .)  have an in te ­
g ra l pa rt, as d o  B la c k  and  W h ite  w o rk e rs . It is  o u r  u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  th a t th e  N o rth a m e ric a n  L e ft, s p e a k in g  in b o th  
genera l and  p a r t ic u la r  te rm s , have a g re a t h is to r ic a l 
re s p o n s ib i l i ty  to w a rd  th e m s e lv e s , to w a rd  th e  w o rk in g  
c la s s  in th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , and  to w a rd  th e  o p p re s s e d  
p e o p le s  o f A fr ic a , A s ia  and  L a tin  A m e ric a  th a t s tru g g le  fo r  
in d e p e n d e n c e  and  s o c ia lis m . A  v iv id  e x a m p le  o f th is  
re a lity  w as th e  e ffe c t on  th e  im p e r ia lis t  ru lin g  c la s s  o f th e  
c o n s is te n t m o b il iz a t io n s  a g a in s t th e  e c o n o m ic  and  m il i ­
ta ry  in te rv e n tio n  by y a n q u i im p e r ia lis m  in S o u th  East A s ia  
and / V ie tn a m  in p a r t ic u la r . W e u n d e rs ta n d  th a t it  is 
n e ce ssa ry  to  a ls o  p o in t o u t th a t th e re  are v a rio u s  
o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h o s e  p o lit ic a l p ra c tic e , s e r io u s  a nd  s c ie n ­
t i f ic  a n a ly s is  a ro u n d  th e  n o rth a m e ric a n  re a lity , as w e ll as 
th e  m a n n e r in w h ic h  th e y  have been im p le m e n tin g  th e  
n e c e s s ity  fo r  p r in c ip le d  u n ity  a m o n g  th e  v a rio u s  p o lit ic a l 
fo rc e s  on th e  L e ft, have served as a re v o lu t io n a ry  e xa m p le  
to  th e  n o r th a m e r ic a n  le f t  in  g e n e ra l. In c o n c re te  te rm s  w e 
re fe r to  El C o m ite -M .I.N .P . T h is  o rg a n iz a tio n  to  o u r  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  has c a re fu lly  g u a rd e d  th e m s e lv e s  fro m  
fa l l in g  p rey to  o p p o r tu n is t  p o s it io n s  and  p ra c tic e s . A t 
th e  sam e t im e , th e ir  p o lit ic a l p o s it io n s  re g a rd in g  th e  
re v o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  in th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , th e  P ue rto  
R ica n s  in th e  U .S . a nd  th e  s tru g g le  in P ue rto  R ico  and 
o th e r  p a rts  o f L a tin  A m e ric a  is e x tre m e ly  s e rio u s , and  
p o l i t ic a l ly  c le a r fro m  a m a rx is t s ta n d p o in t.  F in a lly  w e 
w o u ld  a lso  p o in t o u t th a t w e have b e co m e  m o re  aw are  o f 
th e  a b se n ce  o f in fo rm a tio n  re g a rd in g  th e  s itu a t io n  in 
P ue rto  R ico . In s o m e  ca ses  th e  in fo rm a tio n  a v a ila b le  has 
been in c o m p le te . A t th e  sam e t im e , th e  in te re s t w h ic h  w e 
have been a b le  to  o bse rve  a b o u t o u r  s tru g g le  is  very 
h e a rte n in g .
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