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CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE TEACHERS STRIKE

As the teachers' strike continues to unfold, the antagonistic relationship betueen the
capitalist class and vorking class becomes more evident. Zach day the capitalists and thelr
agents increase thelr attacks on workers, students, parents, and teachers, In response to |
this attack we must unite g}l who will struggle for the interests of the working elass, in-
to ome mighty fist that will smash all the capitalists and their agents, and once and for
all end a!% exploitation of vorking people by establishing & society run by and for the
working classe-soclallan. :

THE TWO GREAT OPPOSING CLASSES=--WORKERS AND CAPITALISTS .

' Under capltalism socliety is divided primarily into two great enemy camps, inte twD op-
poged classeg=-the capitalist class and the working class. The capitalists own all the wealth
and pover in society, They own the factories, plants, mines, land, banks, and railroads.
The working class has all the oppression and poverty. The capitalists are at all times at-
tempting to jncrease their profits and wealth. They cdn only do thls at the expense of the
working class. We can clearly sece the results of the capitalists' attack today-~inflation,
unemployment, cutbacks in health services, welfate, and deteriorating public education.
With thesc attaocks the indignation and resistance of the workers grow and they spontan<
- eously begin to fight against the capitalists. Communists must see that this struggle goes
beyond £izhting for higher wages and against cutbacks, and gets at the root cause of the
problemge-the capitaligt system. ‘ g - ’ -

; The struggle between the capitalist claes and the working class is manifest through-
out society. All of the battles involving workers, students, national minorities, welfare
mothers, veterans, prisoners, old people, women~=all thece battles reflect how the capite
alists oppress the entire working class. This struggle is also manifest in the current tea-
chers strike, and it 1s important that we know which forces represent the interests of

the vorking class and which forces represent the capitalists.

TO WIN THE STRIKE THERE MUST BE WORKING CLASS UNITY |

‘ We view the deteriorating conditions of the Kansas City public schools as an attack

by the capitalist class against the working class. As ve said earliep, the capitalists!

deive for profite can only be successful if the working clase is foreed to make the sacrl-
fice. To the capitalista, the education of the working class chifdren is not a _nrofita-

ble venture. Consequently, public schoois are allowed to deteriorate. Capitalists invest -

in more profitable arecas, such as spending billions for bombs and missiles to de used a-
gainst othetr pcoples of the wvorld, Decause this is an attack against the entire vorking class,
we must analyze what forces in this strike must be united so that our struggle will be
succeagsful. _

\ First, we must unite vith the teachers and support their just strike for quality ed-
ueation. The demands of the teachers are demands that all workers should supprort, since
these demands will improve the quality of education that our children recejves The rank
and file teachers have waged a herioc struggle against numerous attacks and we must unite
with them to ensure that their struggle is not in vain, |

We must unite the students. Working class children end up as the real victims of the
capitaiists' attack. Many of our children finish public schools today and can noq ade=
quately read and write. The overvhelming majority of the public high schools in Kensas
City are subestandard. They are understaffed and under-equipped. There is absolutely no
way quality education can take place in this sltuatlon.‘The gtudents must be made avare
of the causes of this deterioration. They must understand that the root cause of the
problem is capitalism, and that they must join with the working class in the struggle for
socialisms

fle must unite the parents. The parents are justifiably angry that the gchool system,
to which they pay thousands of dollars in taxes, does not adequately prepare theilr chil-
dren with the necessary tools to function adequately in society. ouring the course -of the
strike many parents have come together and organized themselves into a united group. This
is a good thing. However, parents can not isolate themselves from the rest of the forces en-
saged in the struggle. They mugt unite vith the teachers, students, and workers to ensure
geal unity in our common struggle againgt a common enemye Fpilura to build this unity will
lcad to grave consequences. We must oppose all those who struggle against uniting with gll
the forces that are strugkling for working class interests, for this unity is essential,

We must unite with the workers of Local 12 who were f£ired for honoring the teachers’
picket linc. The custodians, maintenance, and cafeteria workers who refused to croas the pice-
ket iines are to be commended. Their actions show that mony workers recognize the nced to
demonstrate our unity with our brothers and sisters in struggle. We must realize that an at-

" workers is an attack on 211 workesss Pnd it is the responsibility of
tack on any group of W £ our brothers oad sisters wherever they moy be. We

ail workers to support the struggles o
mist £ight aga!nszpthe attempts of the capitalists to tugt the custodians and cafeteria wor-
reinstated. :

and demand that all fired workers be 7
e 321233: unite with all workers and others who support the just struggle of the teache

s walking the picket lines and demonstrat-
Ma kers have supported the teachers by va i
izg.gn 239:2:t of the strf#e. This is a zood example of working class unity, And unity is

the key ingredient in this current struggle. As We can sea, there are many forces that can



and must be united in opder to win the strike. We must build firm unity among teachers,
students, parents, and all workers, No one group can win the strike alone, And any attack
on one group is an attack oa all groups. The capitalists and their agents will do all they
can to disrupt this unity. They know that a united working class movement threatens their
eriminal rule. We must be clear that it is the capitalist gystep that should be the focus of
our attack. It ig this system that brings all the misery om working people, Only wWhen ve
make our struggle o congcious one for socialism will we be able to achieve real vietory and
end the misery of the working class once and for all,

WE HUST OPPOSE THE CAPITALISTS AND ALL THEIR AGENTS

Now that we know who we must unite vith, we must also be very clear on who we must op-
pose in this strikee As ve sadd carlior, the capitalist system is the root cause of the pro-
blom. Comsequently, we mist oppose the capitalists, all of their willing servants, and all
of the azents among the working class forces who represent the capitalists’ interests. Who
are these forces? SRRy » !

" Fiest of all there are the capitalists. These are the rich bosses who are the real
wielders of power in siciety., They are the ones who deny our children dquality education
{n order that they can yeap more profits. They are the rulers of the capitalist system
widch is responsible for all the misery and poverty in soclety. We must wage a ruthless
struggle agalnst these parasites. Only when they are destroyed, and their wealth and pover
expropriated, wiil inflation, unemployment, poverty, and all the other misdry of capitale
ism end. !

© We must oppose the school board, The school board members are only lackeys of the cape-
jtalists. Their role is to direct the attack against the vworking class for their rich bogs-
cs. They face the public, tell the lies, fire the teachers, fire the workers, and do the
capitalists dirty work within the school systems, Some people have tried to extricate some
members of the school board because they are Black, Chicano, or women, But it makes no dif-
ference. They all represent the gome interestsethe interests of capitalism.

We must oppose Superintendent Whee ler. Wheeler also is a well paid lackey of the capi=-
talistse It is Wheeler who is responsible for the sham education going on in the schools
now, and who has done his best to help bust the teachers union and Local 12, Many of the
comminity ¥lcaders” have tried to cover for Wheeler, claiming he is on our side. The masses
of parents end community residents have seen through Wheeler and these "leaders”. They
recognize him for what he is=-a bootlicker who vigorously opposes the struggles of the
working class.

We must oppose the capitalist court system. The working class must pever rely on the
courts for solutlons to our problems. The role of courts and judges is to enforce capita-
list taw, and laws under capitalism only benefit the rich, propertied classes. The courts,
by their jailing of teachers and threats to jail workers vho support them, hzve shown
clearly which side they should XENNA on in this strugzles

We must oppose those s{cnders” who work among us and support the capitalists and thelr
system. These people are the most dangerous of all because they project thonge lvés as ouy
leaders, and sometimes have wide influence among the masses. We call these »zuple gocial
props. They help the capitalists prop up capitalism by spreading {1lugions emonz the Mzi9eSe
For example, in the community, PUSH, MAACP, SAC 20, and nthers atl lead peoplz to bellz:n
that our struggile should be waged within the capitalist system==not aflainst it, They bave
the masses relying on politiciaons, judges, ministers, etc.e=-people who ows ueilepald gor-
vants of capitalism and have no snterests in striosling for socialisme Among fhe parenis
there are *leaders* who have opg>s2d the need tO gupport the teachers gtriii= 2rd alsp naidz
attempts to ban communiste from speaking in povents® meetings. What they fox is their =«
exposure, for communiss omly tell the truth about capizalist soclety and wrs ue should
struggle against jt. Locas the working class there are tiade union burcacr:si.: such as
George Meany and Norm ¥4 i=on. These people also mislead swoykers into thinkir: the system
will work for them and igorously oppose the st=urgle for snclalisme All thaona miglead-
ore must be driven out of the working class strii;ie2. If it vere not for their influence
the capitalists could not rule for very long. Tuswefare they are important to the copita-
{iste and the capitalists wiill do all they cza o glorify them,

THE CLASS STRUGGLE WILL LEAD TO SOCIALISY r
We have shown what forces lie on both dides of the class strufgle between workers and

capitaiistg. We must move tO unite with those who will fight for working class interests

and oppose those who interests lay in maintaining capitalism, This is the only way our s>3ruge
gle will be successfule We must view the teachers' strike in the context of the class st~
gle=-the working class against the capitalists. And we must reselve that our struggle wiii te
for soclalismesa society where there is quality of life and equality among people.

SUPPORT THE TEACHERS STRIKEL!
{WIEWSIFY THE CLASS STRUGGLELL

FIGHT FOR SOCIALIST REVOLUTIONIL



