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The factory nucleus in large scale basic industry is
the organizational foundation of a genuine communist
party In 1926, the Communist International stated
"The factory cell is the basic unit for all parties in
capitalist countries " It is in industries such as au-
to, steel and mining that the most oppressed and ex-
ploited strata of the working class'is found The
work of a revolutionary party must concentrate on
winning over and mobilizingthis decisive section of
the proletariat Factory nuclei are essential if the
party is to carry through this task

In this pre-ﬁarty period, what are the transitional .
forms which communist organizations must establish
within basic industry? What are_the tasks of commu-
nists in the workplace durin thIS_IDe_I’IOd? What is
the relationship between party-building and our work
within industry?

The Marxist-Lemmst Collective erred when we pro-
posed %omt work between communist organizations

In the Torm of factory nuclei (see WP V2 #12) Fac-
tory nuclei are a form of party organization All
members are under the discipline of the party (or in
the case of the US now, the same or anlzatlom and
adhere to a common political line What the MLC
intended to propose was a call for joint work in_the
form of communist cores A core is a communist
form of organization required in this period when a
party does not exist A core is composed gof members
of ofe or more_communist organizations, independent
Marxist-Leninists, and advanced workers who have
been won to communism_ The core is under the lea-
dership of a_ﬁ:yen organization or grganizations
However, within a core, democratic-centralism
functions on an internal basis Unlike the factory nu-
clei, the core is not subject to the discipline of a
Party or organization Similar to a factory nuclei,
he Core is clandestine and secret Upholding the
science of Marxism-Leninism is the basis of unity
for a communist core Joint work between communist
organizations within a core would then exclude oppor-

THE BUILDING
OF CORES

By LPR (M-L)

There are a number of unities between the position
advanced by LPR-ML m January and that submitted
e MLC These are (1) that factory nuclei are
the basic organizational unit of a genuine communist
Party, (2) that cores, just as factory nuclei, are
clandestine and based on Marxism-Lenmism-Mao
Tsetung Thought, and that this unity i1s manifested
both in'theory and m practice (thus excluding oppor-

/~any comrades have sent us their criticisms com-
mentaries, questions, etc on our articles "The Buil-
ding of Cores™ (Resistance vol 8#1) and "Investigation
Guide for Factory Work™ (Resistance vol 8#2) These
articles are part of a series on the question of organ-
ization which we consider of vital Importance for all
honest Marxist-Leninists who seriously consider the
rganlzation of our class in the most adequate ways

tunist and revisionist groups such as the CPUSA, OL,
PRRWO RCP, CLP and trotskyite organizations

Organizations partmpatmg in communist cqores would
conduct regular meetings to take up ideological and
P_olltlc_al questions with the aim of uniting Marxist-
eninists as well as discussing_ongoing work of the
core Independent Marxist-Leninists and advanced
workers wno are recruited_into a core would share
this commitment to Marxism-Leninism in both theo-
ry and practice However, they would not need to
have unity with all the questions of political line of
the organization(s) that initiate and lead the core We
agree with, the formulation of the LPR in this point

"Members of the core do not have to_agree with
every position of our organization That would
be equivalent (complete unity) to placing non-
organization members under the democratic
centralism (which in practice would turn out

to be only centralism) of the organization

This would be in fact'an error

(Resistance, Vol 8 #1, p 2)

However, for a communist core to exist, there must
be unity at least on the following fundamental ques-
tions of Marxism-Leninism recognition of the need
for proletarian revolution by armed struggle, the
role of the party, the role cf the state, the charac-
ter of national oppression Under capitalism

\
Party-building is the central task of all Marxist-Le-
ninists in the 'US today Our work within communist
cores must be seen in this context As theory is the
decisive and principal aspect during the pre-party
period, a core can serve as a vehicle for the tesfing
and development of political line which will facilitate
the formation of a part% What differences exist bet-
ween organizations or between organizations and
non-organizrational members of the core, principled
struggle will occur within the core and a majority
decision reached The core will systematically sum-
up the application of political line,” thereby consoli-
date the unity of Marxist-Leninists and hélp cons-

tunists of all_hues). All members of the core are
not necessarily in"unity with all aspects of the line
of the organization that initiates and leads the core,
(3) that the building of cores should be seen in the
context of buildingthe party, that theory is decisive
m this pre-part?/ period, and that the core is a
vehicle for implementing, verifying and developing
the line, and for moving forward the building of
the party, (4) that the core functions democratical-
ly, waging principled struggle, systematically sum-
ming up work, and that its goal i$ to provide tcom-
munist leadership to mass struggles and organiza-
tions, carrying out communist propaganda and
agitation Thetraining of future cadres must be
carried out both in thé theory and in the practice
of proletarian revolution

The position of the Marxist-Leninist Collective con-
tains a fundamental error the liquidation of the fac-
tory nucleus The comrades ask themselves "In
thiS pre-party period, what are the transitional forms

to effectively fight the capitallst enemy and In parti-
cular to facilitate the task of building the Communist
Party - the highest form of organization of the working
class By publishing these articles we Intend to pro-
vide concrete orientation so as to develop the correct
line and revolutionary practice on the question We
are Dublishing below an article submitted by the
MARXIST-LENINIST COLLECTIVE from San Francisco,

truct the theoretical foundations for the future party
We can concretely see the dialectical relationship
between the primary aspect of theory and the secon-
dary aspect ofepractice.” While one is Prlmary,
neither aspect can exist independent of the other

The practical tasks of a core are tg conduct commu-
nist propaganda and agitation and give communist
leadership to_the spontaneous struggles and mass or-
ganizations The core must win over the most advan-
ced workers and tram them in Marxist-Lenmist
theor¥ through study circles. Moregver, within the
core the discussion of tactical questions, the summa-
tion of practice, and criticism and self-criticism_will
enable the advanced to become practical leaders in
the day to day struggles of the proletariat

We have addressed ourselves to the question of a co
re within a particular factory or shop A care is al-
so an appropriate form of cOmmunist organization
within a trade union or_any other mass grganization
of the working class. The same principles would
apply to a core m this context In a trade union where
a broad caucus exists based on the struggle for trade
union democracy and oppositign to the union bureau-
crats, the core will seek to give leadership to the
caucus Careful attention must be paid to the cons-
tant exposure of the labor traitors as well as the re-
visionists and opportunists (who may participate in

a caucus) The success of a rank and file caucus is
generally dependent on the existence and leadershi
of a coré As arule, the formation of a core should
precede the organization of a caucus Yet, where
caucuses exist, but it is not possible at the time to
form a core, communist organizations and indepen-
dent Marxist-Leninists must jain the caucus, strive
to win over the advanced, and form a core as soon
as possible.

We believe this question of the formation of commu-
nist cores to be most important We urge all Marx-
ist-Leninists to take up this issue, publish this arti-
cle and put forward criticisms of it.

which communist organizations must establish with-
in basic industry?” “And they answer "A core
is @ communist form of organization required _in this
PeeéltOd when a party does not exist " This is incor-

The factory nucleus is the basic form of party organi-
zation In'the absence of the party, this form is not
eliminated, onthe contrary The development and,
consolidation of factory nuclei allows Marxist-Lenin-
ist organizations and collectives to establish deeper
ties within the class, to proletanze their ranks, and
thus move forward the party building process

There is no contradiction m building of cores and
factory nuclei _ In fact, they complement each other
and_they work in coordination both in the pre-party
period and once the party is built

In a factory, we can develop the factory nucleus -
composed of cadres of the organization) and the core-
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com posed of cadres , other Marxist-Leninists, as
I'as advanced and intermediate WOTrKers, and
rank and file caucuses or workers? committees that

rou io%ether d'an%worker that Is in dlSE)OSIUOh}
tru or a ocratic union, .against nation
oglp S|on 'WOMen's oppression, etc these

of organization allow us fo make out of every

factory a fo rtress for communism.

Of all these forms, the most |V\A)ortant is the fac-
tory nucleus It 1S this form wiiich in the last ana-
lysis guarantees that the line of the party (Itoday

oOf the"Marxist-Leninist organization or collective)
|s implemented in the shops. However onI those
who krmNoffactoVr\y ucleis . because th ey have
read 1t in a book will mec anlcally say t att e way
to_develop work in a factory is by f |rst eveo |ng
a factory nucleus, then th oore and |na R;I
rank and file caycus e agree with arX|st-
Leninist Collective in that this |s not a mec hanical
que(sjtlton of first one then the other, Independent of
conditions

In practjce this varies from factory to factory To
build a factory nucleus, we need to have a certain
amount of cadres In the same facto So, ifwe
glln with the factory nucleus we would have to
d it by placing the necessary cadres in every
actory we are towork in Whdt happens If there
|s onl y one or two cadres Worklng In a factory?
ens it there |s only one contact7 In'these
castes |c are th e[ rule rat er than tfe e%<cept|(|)n
IS pe ering forces, irst develo,
the corg V\}n chohgsas its %lmsthe creation of a r
and file caucus, development of communlst work
within the factory , preparatjon of shop newsletters,
the development of a study circle, etc’ (There
are cases in which the rank and file caucts aIready
exists previous to our. work in the factory, m
which case we would incorporate the core, as
sqon as It is formed into the caucys) Our work
within the core, within the rank and file caucus
and within the study circle, as well as the com-
munist_propaganda and agltatlon that e
In the facto aIIovvs us fo develop, win, train and
copsolidate the ad v nced Worliers that will event-
ually make up our actory nucleus

What is important, repeat, is that the develo
ment ofllacrtJory nuctN:3 IS g task or ﬁte present >
moment, not for after the party is formed In

fact, onl anjzin o Pselves along the lines
%Tlac %/bn/uci’g hy ?n ementing (?er%ocratlc-
centrallsm and by ractlsm %ltlusm -self-cnti-
cism In our or anlzatlons I re-party period,
WI|| we be ableto fulfill our central task “the

bul de 8of a Marxist-Lemnist Communist Party

Further more, we differ with the views of the
Marxist-Lemnist Collective on (1) the com 05|-
tion of the cores which Is limited the ML
Marxist-Leninists and ' aplvanced workers who have
been won to ommu ism" LPR-ML includes i er-
iate workers, In t e cores it develops , as the

va ceqd workers who are not o) unlsts
aS|s 0 unlta/ in the corfe an there has t
e uni least on the following fun amental ues-
tions of Marxism-Leninism . recognitio
nee or proletarian revo ution rme struggle
e role of t ea[% the role of the state, e
aracter jorial oppressjon under capitalism
W& believe this |s too general a way m which to
deflne the e of unity'that has to exist amon
erent n|zat|ons collectives or_indivjduals
|n qrder to arry out joint practice . Struggling
.against the tendency to establish unity exclusively
on these terms,we pointed out in our “position

Let s establish first what we dont mean Members
of the core do not have to agree with every position
gf our organization That would be equivalent (com-
plete unity) to placing non-organization members
under the democratic centralism (which In practice
would turn out to be only centralism) of the organi-
zation! This would be Infact® an error Neither
do we mean unity on a series of general formulations
or abstractions ~ (Fundamental unity Is determined
not only Interms of Issues but more Importantly In
terms of how we achieve this unity, how we deepen
Itand how it Is manifested in our common revolution-
ary practice Thus, core members not only have unity
with the line of the organization on key questions -
e g need-for a Party proletarian revolution, armed
struggle, role of the state etc - butalso they have
been tested In practice In terms of their disposition
to (g straggle for that line, (b) participate In its
further development (through 1 Implementation of
the line and sum-up of the work* 2" study of Marx-
ism-Leninism Mao Tse-tung thought and 3 criticism
and self-crticlsm ) In a nutshell, members of our
cores are individuals that have been tested in the
heat of the class struggle™ Individuals that come
forward In different struggles that are led by our
cores  This ~undamental unity will be tested not
only by the propaganda carried out with them on a
one to one basis but also by the stand and view-
point they show towards our propaganda and agitation
as well as towards the mass work we are Involved
In  Recruitment to the core is then based on whether
In practice they show in fact that fundamental urlty
with the line of the organization  (Each core should
discuss this question based on particular examples
of Individuals that the core Is in contact with or re-
lating to In order to deepen our understanding
of this But remember that unity that has not been
tested is no unity )

Resistance, Vol 8, No, 1

Owerall we it as positive that other comrades are
takln%tf\r/)lthe q[u stlon of building.cores and urge
one arxis en|n|sts to co |nuet IS W(()jr aln
to continue to use the Communist Forum to deve 043
the discussion on this and other important matter
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