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A YEAR OF

PRACTICE

"Seize the Time" has been publishing for
one year now. The Staff of STT feels that
the paper has reached a point where summing
up our practice and development 1s necessary
for us to move ahead.

Too often, revolutionaries don't attempt
to Took critically at their practice. They
do not ask themselves: What did we do right;
what did we do wrong; what were the effects;
how do we correct our practice and what should
we acheive in the future? STT thinks that our
readers can benefit from this kind of analy-
515 of STT'e practice.

STT has been aimed at reaching organizers
and activists and helping them build cadre
organizations, both among white workers and
in the national liberation movements. Our
paper has 8 central points of unity. These
have provided a framework {but not a defin-
ition) for the practice of STT. These points
have withstood a year of our work as well as
years of practice by others very well.

They are:
1} 16 unite and provide information and com-
munication for the non-revisionist left.

By non-revisionist we mean those organizers
that understand that American society is
presently based on a corvrupt, dehumanizing,
wasteful, killer sccio-economic system that
will not and cannot benefit the vast major-
ity of people, Further, an egaltarian, col-
Jective, producer {worker} controlled soci-
ety will benefit the vast majoritly of the
people., Transition to this society will not
come about peacefully because of the violent
resistance of the few who now benefit from
the misery of many. Lastly, thosewho suffer
the most now and their struggles will in gen-
aral be the leadership of the social revo-
lution.

Information provided in ocur paper has been
reprinted in Black community newsietters and
in pamphlets for study groups. Prisoners'
gypport committees have been using 1t for
political education. Various Chicano, Asian,
and white study groups have included artic-
les on theirreading and discussion Tists.

In its distribution STT i5 a tool to es-
tabiish political connections. Organizers and
ists have responded well to the paper,

ugh we have not been very disciplined
and clear on distribution. The effect of dis-
tribution in many areas has been to estab-
1ish 1inks between activists who were ico-
lated from one another before. This is crit-
ical considering the chaotic state of the
non-revisionist Teft today.

STT*s successes in this area rests on two
key features of STT. One is its country-
wide viewpoint. The second is STT's focus on
using and develeoping theory to solve the stra-
tegic problems of revolution--how do we org-
anize revolution, how do we make correct
analysis of a given situation, what politic-
al principles should we adopt to really serve
the people? We do not focus on reporting or
stop at analysing an event. We want to help
people to predi¢t and control events--to
win the war.

2) To raice and clarify the level of ideolog-
ical struggie within the revolutionary mov-
erient.

There are currently many different views
on what is the best wav to win the revolu=
tion. The effectiveness of the practice based
in the different views is the key to resol-
vina this struggie. Our job 15 to find out,
analyze and repert such practice, summation,
and theories.

Many of the major articles wWpitten by STT
nave provoked ideological discussion and con-
sclidated ideological positions of previously
unorganized groups. The centerfold in {issue
#2 on Fascism, "Organization of the Revolu-
tionary Movement(#2), "Ideological Clarity
in the Black Liberation Movement(#3), the
series on the vole of the white working class
and wnire revolutionariac(#445) and the ar-
ticle, "Internationalism in the U.$."(#5)
hawe all provoked much response. For exam=
ple, the anti-imperialist caucus in VVAW-WSO
in the San Francicco Bay Area voted to en-
dorse the position of the article,"Struggle
in VVAK-¥S0°(#5), a2 percpective on the 155ues
involved 1n the HU effort to take over VYAW-
WS0.

3} To previde suppert and information for

national struggies within the U.5.

__HUE_EETTE7;ngEL natlonal Torms of struggle
against U.5. imperialisa within the U.5..1e.
Black, Chicano, Narlve American, etc. are the
leading form of struggle here for the present

period.
Buring our year of practice, the Staff of
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STT has come to believe that, in order to
best organize these struggles, the formation
of united fronts and parties based on nations
within the U.S. 1is necessary at this time. We
do not think that parties or organizations
based on the “"whole multi-national working
class" will effectively organize either TW
or white working people. This concept is at
best idealistic and ignores the empire's
history and at worst racist. Ending national
oppression can not be dismissed until after
socialism because it can't be fully achieved
under capitaliem. Bather, in order to achjeve
secialism, we must destroy Tmperialiem which
which depends on national oppression.

When organizations like the RU put that
kind of theory into practice, issucs such
as busing in Boston get reduced to a ques-
tion of "equal rights", not anti-imperialism
and national liberaticn. This leads to er-
rors like calling for community self-defense
in both white and Black neighborhoods when
it 7s Dlack children who arec being stoned.
Do both U.8. coldierc and Yietnamece neag-
ants have an equal right to self-defense in
Vietnam? And they are hoth part of the in-
tapnational working class.

Police murders of youth are a major issue in
Third World communities,(Protest 1n Atrlanta)

On the other hand, STT has seen organi-
zations based on national struggles build
campaigns involving large numbers of their
people, workers and other claases, They al-
so have won the support of many other TW
and white people, For example, the African
Liberation Support Committee has organized
hundreds of thousands of Black people to
support liberation struggles of African
Blacks and Black people here., CASA, Herman-
dad de Trabajadores, has been working to
protect the right of Latino workers in the
US. This spring CASA began a nation-wide
campalgn against economic deportations,

The Wounded Knee occupation sparked doz-
ens of similar struggles by Native Aweri-
can people. These include struggles to re-
cognlze treaty righte and national gover-
elgnty, to stop the super-exploitation of
reservation factories, to fight the Euro-
pean councepts of private property(prevent=
ing white businessmen from building ware-
houses on traditional burial grounds and
occupying unused lands and bulldings to de-
mand schools, medical centers and cultural
centers, The Puerto Rican Socialist Party
has organiccd both in Puerto Rico and the
US huge demonatretions supporting Puerto
Riean independence. 1n particular, its slo-
gan "No colonies for the Bicentennigl' has
rcached millions of working people who were
unaware of US imperialism.

Filipino, Japanese and Chinese people
generally see themselves as national miner-
ities in the US. Yet even here the necessi-
ty of building & base in national forms of
struggle is made clear as Filipino, Japan-
ese and Chinese organlzatiens have done the
bullk of organizing within that nationality,
It is clear that sosclalist revolution for
éven 4 national minority does not mean 1li-
quidatiam af national culture and orgoniga-
tion, but exactly the opposite.

"Correer" white(and vometimes TW) revelu-
tionaries often attack or dismiss all this
work because 1t involves alllances between
the working class aod middle classes of each
nationality. They maintain that such alli-
ances will inevitably be dominated by petty
bougeols natiomalism, (Unfortunately, they
confuse the lasue by calling the rejection of
their leadership petty bourgeois nationalfam.)
Certainly that 1s a real poasibility, Cer-
tainly there are struggle within every na-
tional movement and organization over which
road to take, ln ALSC it took the form of
"do we only support liberation in Africa
or do we also support liberation here?"
There 1s a etruggle between CASA and UIW
over "do we denounce and turn over 'ille-
gal immigranra' far talking 'US' johe or do
we unite Chicanc and Mexicano workeétrs to
fight job exploitation and deportations?”

This ie peweisely why $TT thinks that
bullding national pazties 1ls the most pres-
sing need of our natiemal liberation wove-
ments. By party we mean a disciplined cadre
organization with both secientifie soeialist
principles and, in this case, revolutionary
nationalism, Party organization would pro-
vide congiatent, working-clase leadarahip
to the mass movement and Its unlred f[ront
organizations, It also makes possible prin-
clpled and realiscic alliances with the
greatest numher of white workers through
Joint work with white working class eadre
organizations.

4) To provide support and information on
the working class movement within the US.

We believe that the working class move-
ment is the basis for uniting the struggles
of the vast majority of people, including
national liberation struggles within the US
and with the wotld revolution. We bhelieve
working class leadership 1s necessary for
the over-all wmovement towards & better aoc-
iety and within each national struggle.
Working people produce not only the mater-
ial basis of any soclety but alsc its his-
tory, culture and technology. For white re-
volutlonaries the main task is to build the
workers' movement in an anti-imperialist,
anti-racist, antil-caplitalist and anti-sexist
way, Por TW revolutionaries the main task
is bring working class leadership to the
natlonal movement.

STT has been weak on discussin the prac-
tice of the working class movemenr. STT
must correct this fault in the future,

We recognize that the working class is
the lsrgest class within the oppressed na-
tionalltliea of the US, We also recognizc
the tremendous power of the proletariat due
to its strateglc placement in relation to
production. Potentially the proletariat dur-
ing a general strike could force the US to
its knees. On the other hand, we recognize
that 1) no revolution has yet been won by
a single class. Alliances between the prole-
tariat and other oppressed classes have been
necessary for seizure of state power. 2) The
specific development of US capitallsm has
led to large numbers of oppressed under and
unemployed people of color. These people
have nothing to lose by revelutien and some
aspects of their coneclousness is more ad-
vanced than that of TW workers. Furthermore,
as the TS capitalist crisls deepans, more
and more TW wotrkers will be thrown out of
work(in sowe citles Black unemployed out-
numbar Elack workers). There must be a func-
tional alliance within the national strug-
gles of workers with and without jobs' These
workers when allied with progressive lumpen
and petty bourgeoisic will provide the main
strategic force for national liberation, It
hag been shown that the best leadership of
the recent liberation wovement has come from
workera, former workers and former lumpens,

{Malcolm X},
W

5) To provide support and information on
the World Revolution,

US lmperialism is a worldwide system,
Revolution againat it has also developed
worldwide golldsrity. The struggles of peo-
ple abroad affect our struggle and vice ver-
sa. Many atruggles hold valuable lessons
for our own developing struggle. So, STT
has also tried to provide documents from
the world Revolution that have gignificance
for our struggle.

The primary focus of our paper has al-
waya been atruggle here - JUCHE, However,
we have found presenting the serics of arte
icles on organlzing the party, united fronte
and internstienal coordination helpful in
suggesting solutions to problems we have
her¥e in the belly of the beast,
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6) To provide support and information on
P,0,W,/prisoner struggles.

U8 soclety has made many people "ecrimin-
als'" under its laws. Many are guillty of be-
ing poor, johless, non-white and/or unwil-
ling to starve and beg. We say the lmprison-
ment of people for these reasons 1s a vici-
ous crime itself., The expoasure and profSeécu-
tion of those who benefit from this crime
against the people ig necessary for the
formation of a better soclety. The struggle
of the victims of this crime is an integral
part of that process,

Orher DOW'e are politieal prisonere -
those whose spirit, thought, leadership and
actions amang the people ware ss great a
threat to things as they are that the rul-
ers of this country felr 1t necessary to
foreibly separate them from the people. We
muct support these comrades,

STT understands that in the prieons ase
¢verywhere else, contradictions ameng the
oppressed exist. The prisons try to enforce
a more viclous armogphere of dog-eat-dog in-
dividualiem and geng mentality than else=
where in this sovelety. We hope our prined-
pled support and consistent information of
POW struggles will help overcome rhose con-
dlitlons. STT has trled to develop working
ties with prisoners and support committees.

Lastly we have tried to emphagls that
the struggle in the prison should be linked
to community etrugples and the over-all move-
ment towards revelutlon. Iwportant Indivi-
dual struggles can be won only by involving
the people and connecting that struggle to
other struggles. Indeed, the entire prison
eystem can only be abolished by the estab-
lishment of a new society.

7) To provide dialectical criticism, sup-
port and information un the clandestine
movement within tha US.

We believe what Dharuba Moore says,
"Either it(revolutionary armed struggle) is
supported everywhere, or it is not supported
at all™, It 1s hypocritical to support armed
struggle only in Africa or Indochina or Uru=
guay, We cannot lgnore the attacks of US lum-
perialism on the livees end welfare of people
here, We cannot ignore its attempts to des-
troy revolutionary mass movements.

STT has set aslde a secrion ecailed "Mes-
sages to the People". This has included com-
muniques on the political reasons for clan-
destine actions, denials end denouncements
of certaln actions and political statements
from clandestine organizations. In the past
we have been careless In stating why we in-
cluded some articles and in investigating
the effect actions had on mass organizing.
Our readers have pointed this deficiency to
ue, We will be trying to preface articles
with explanations and explain more fully
our view of different clandestine organiza=-
tions and actions, However, we are also re-
luctant to make statements if we think we
do not know enough. We cannot and will not
reject or condemn violent clandestine action
out of hand,

8) To provide support and information for
the liberation of women,

Women are half of humanity. They cannot
be beld back while the struggle against oth-
er forms of oppression moves forward, US im-
perialism often directs ita attacks on IW
and poor people against the women - sterilia
zatlon, welfare, birth control, proetitu-
tiom, drugs and US milltary-sanctioued rape
and prostitution. As 2 result, women are
also prominent among our freedom-fighters
Everyone can learn from their determination,
leadership and love for the people.

When STT first started publishing, there
was no separate seetion on the liberation
of women, A letter frem a reader criticized
this "eversight! It was actually a pollti-
cal error. The staff unanimously apgreed to
gtart the seetion "From the Sistera". We are
very happy we did so. Many ant{-imperieliet
women organlzers have been able t6 contri-
bute, make useful criticisms snd muruslly
develop a bettar underotanding of the rela=
tionghip of women's srganizations and strug-
gles to the averall mevement and to national
liberarion strugglea.

SIT has dlso tried to ineraase recogni-
tion of the differemces between the condie
tions of struggle for white women and TW
women. We hAave heen consclously trying te
tesolve the problems created when peaple
mistakenly make those diffaranees ints con-
tradictions by trying to ignore tham Far
cxomple, white feminists in peneral battle
fer birth contrel and abortion as the right
of womem t¢ control their own lives rather
than men or imstitutional religion. But TW
women often oppose sterilization, birth

control and abortion programs as a comsci=
ous govermment attack on thelr people's
existence,

Both positions are éortrect in the speci-
fic sltuation.Applylng one solution to both
sltuation 1s what produces antagonisms.

These are the principles "Seize tha Tima"
has developed and applled over the past yearn
They are the basis for understanding our re-
lationship to other forms of propaganda and
other ferms of organization, and our future
direetion,

SEIZE THE TIME'S RELATION TO OTHER PAPERS

1) Community Newsletters

STT as a newapaper does not exist in a
vacuuw. In fact, we depend on the existence
of other kinds of revolutionary news media,
Organizers sliould try to develop local com-
munity newsletters to distribute to 81l the
people they work with Qur paper ig not
meant to he a mass paper in 11g focus, die-
tribution or language. STT wéuld like to
receive community papers because we use them
to provide examples of atruggle and organi-
zation to other organizers, A number of
theae papero from different reglons also
glves us an over-all pergpectivo af the move-
ment .

2) National Liberation Newspapers

STT also thinke that specific naticnal
liberation struggles should develop nation-
wide newspapers for their people, An éxam-
ple of sorts would be "Muhawmad Speaks" for
Black people, except with reveolutionary po-
litice. These papers would be most likely
published by the national united frent 6 just
as South Vietnam in Struggle is published by
the Naticnal Liberation Front of South Viet
Nam({NLFSVN) . Such papers would help tig to-
gether the nationzl movement in various ecit-
ieg and regions, They would be able to glve
much more emphasis to specific conditions,
analysis and strategy of that nation than a
paper like STT, They would also reach more
people of that nation than would a paper
like STT, 1ncluding advanced and middle peo-
ple as well as cadre and organizers,

3) The White Revolutionary Movement

A gimilar relationship would exist be-
tween a paper like STT and white revolution-
ary papers published by essentially all
white cadre organlzations. The newly an-
nounced "Osawatowie" of the Weather Undar-
ground is such a paper.

A paper like STT would alsc be necessary
to provide white organizers with a grasp of
what IW movements are doing, written by TW
people, and vice versa.

RELATION OF PAPER TO POLITICAL ORGANIZING

1) Cadre Organizations and Parties

STT 16 net officlally affiliated with
any established cadre organization. We en-
courage the formation of national libera=
tion parties and white cadre organizations.
We want our staff members to join such or-
ganlzations or be sent by the organizetions,
and represent those organizations' politi-
cal views in the paper. In the future we
would like to see such a paper become affi-
liated with & joint council of various or-
ganizations,

Our staff st thig point includes people
who have been in early forws of cadre organ-
lzations and people who are now engaged In
collectives ot serioua revolutionaries in
various kinds of wass work. All of our
etaff do varlous kinds of wass organizing
including national libecration movements,
trade union, workplace, prison, women's
movement and codlitions on epecific ilsgsues.
Although it has been difficult, and we have
not alwaye succeeded, we have tried to Le
democratic and flexible with the basic po-
litical principles of the paper. We have
and will eantinue to print artieles that
ineclude different strateégic approaches to
the revolution.

S5TT hag reslly felt the need to work
with cadre organizations, particularly
those representarive of national liberation
movemantg, We have made political mistakes,
wostly of emisgsion, because we are lacking
consistent imput. This has been particular-
ly avidaent with the Chleano/Mexicene meove-
ment . Far axample  in our articles on organ=-
ization we did not take into accoumt the
higtery of organizing of Chicancs and Mexis
canof. We did not recognize the relstive in-
dependence of that moyvement from evants guch
a8 the gplit in the Black Pinther Party
which did heavily affectborh Black and white
revelutionery movements.

2) NWationel Liberation United Frents and
Mass Orgenizing

We encourage the formation of national

liberation fronts within the US. STT's rela-
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tionghip to linited Fronte would be indirect

as we are a theoretical journal aimed at ca-
dre level organizers. We encourage the for-

wmatlon of national liberation papers written
by the political organization of the UF.

We also recognize that there are forms of
organizing on specific isaues that cross na-
tional lines based on working class leader-
ship, ie. economic issues, labor and union
work, prisoner struggles, military organiza
ing.(These issues include organiring on na=
tional Tines ss well,) In these struggles
we hope to:

1. Sum up conditions and practice,

From that develop practical thaory
In order to propese over-all strategy
Enspurage practical unity/alliances
through this work.

3) organization within Seize the Time

The princlple feature of organization
within STT 1& the forwation of a TW Btaff &nd
8 white otaff, Bach has dcveloped workreams
to help with production, distributisn, con-
tributions and eriticiem of the paper, The
separate teams have aliewed ua to really pay
close attention to developlng specific as-
pects of natioena] libaration gtruggles and
the white working class movement. We feel
that this has enabled STT to avoid the vague.
neas and idealistic generality of newspa-
pers pul out by multinational cadre organi-
zatlons based on the "unity of the whole mul-
tinational working class".

STT 1s faced with other kinds of problems
Mestly, it has been difficult at times to
coordinate the practlcal activities of the
sraffe and find time for both work in spect
fic movements and the paper. It has require
dedication when enthusisaw falls to a low
point, However, these problema can be worked
out by practice.

2,
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS
1) Politiecal content

In working with organizers STT finds that
the more general theoretlec articles have been
helpful, but we now must go further. Speci-
fically, we have been asked to focus more on
mass organizing in line with the rising tide
of popular struggles. We intend teo make our
content more issue/problem oriented te help
organizers and activists. This includes plan-
ning the centrel theme of the paper ? and 3
1ssues in advance. It Includes announcing
those themes in preceding issues to give peo-
ple a chance to make well-thought out contri-
butions.

Busides the central theme of each issue,
specific sections of the paper need strength-
ening - "From the Sisters" and "Class Strug-
gle". We need to develop more ties with or=
ganizers in those ereas and really be more
conscious of politcal eontent.

2) Organizational Objectives

Two major weaknesses now are our inconsis
tent and unsystematle publishing and digtri-
bution. Both really hold back what we feel
to be essentially good political content.
What good 1s content if it doesn't reach pes
ple? This whole area of distribution will
be STT's mzjor focus in the coming period
of practice;

4{“A newspdaper is not only a collective
propagandist and collective agitator,
but alsc a collective organizer, In
this respect 1t can be compared to the
scaffolding erected around a bullding
in eonstruction; it marks the contours
of the structure and facilitates com-
munication between the builders, per-
mitting them to distribute the work
and to view the common results a-
chieved by thelr organized labour !
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FROM THE EDITORS OF SEIZE THE TIME
SEIZE THE TIME is available on a
subscription haria. Pleaae gend requests
snd letters to:
Qccupant
P,0, BOX 14245
Santa Barbara, Calif,

93107
Subscription rates are:
12 issues - - -~ - - .§3,50
1 - 24 coples = = . .S  35eq,
25 =99 coples - - - .5 9545

100 copies and over -$ |, 20¢a,

Pleagse send blank money orders for amount
of purchase, Please do not send echecks.
SETZE THE TIME is frec¢ to prisoners.
Thank you,

We aak thet people and organizations
conaider exchanging, subscribing and/or
distributing papers. We welcome news re-
perts from peoples' struggles, articles,
letters, poems, artwork and cartoons.





