EDITORIAL: PURPOSE OF THE PAPER

Fveryone can sec that police repres-
slon and a basic political split hae cau
caused the revolutionary movamant inm this
country to falter, The unity that revolu-
tionaries across the country once had with
the leadership of the old Black Panther
Party has broken apart. People have be-
come isolated from revolutionaries. Area
organizations snd community struggles
guffer from localism, Revolutionaries are
not developing jideas that can spark revo-
luctionary struggles like the concept of
gommumity control by the BPP did in 1966.
There 18 no gystematic communication or
coordination of struggle throughout the
.5, We do not even have a newspaper that
carries revolutlonary news analysis and
theory to mmbers of people across the
country.

That isolation is why this paper was
started, By itself a nation-wide paper
will not solve the problems of the revo-
lutionery movement, But, it is part of
the solution, Specifically, it 1s an or-
ganizing tool for local struggles and a
for regional and nation-
revolutionary
It is
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and tasks of the
revolution. All of won't necessarily
agree with everythin that's printed, but
we all think that the ideas are deserving
of serious consideration.

The people who started this newspa-
per reflect the purpose of the paper. We
are mainly TW reveolutionaries with scme

white revolutionaries, All the people on
the paper are engaged or in contact with
r ce. Many have been

revolutionary organiza-
s are Marxist-Leninist,
ve that building fight-
: beration fronts is primary
pow., Some believe that a multinational
lutd ry party is critical, All of
agree on the following political prin-

1. Third World National Liberation are
ptruggles are the leading element -
of the developing Socialist Revolu=i-
tion in the United States.

2, The white working class is presently
a potential ally of national libera-
tion struggles, But due to the ideo-
logy of racism, they lag the rest
of the revolutionary movement and
could even become a force for fas~
cism, It is the duty of revolution-
aries, copecially white wevolution-
aries, to work for the awakening of
the white working class into a posi-
tive force for revolution,

3. The revolution is and will be a po-
litieal, economic and armed struggle.

4, Inside the naticonal liberation etrug-
gles and the general revolutionary
movement, the revolution will be led
by an alliance of working and poor
people and in their interests,

Instcad of writing a letter to ex-
plain our politics and the purpose of the
paper, we decided to put a practical exs
ample in people's hands, This first issue
is meant to be an invitation to whoever
gsees the paper to contribute to its de-
velopment, The success of this paper de-
pends totally on the amount of active
participation by progressive people who
agree with our basiec principles, We want
SEIZE THE TIME to become a mational news-
paper ag sgoom ae posgible, go that it can
make g contribution te building national
liberatlon struggles and socialilsm,

We ask that people and organizations
consider exchanging, subgcribing and/ox
distributing papere. We welcome news re-
ports from people's struggles, articles,
letters, poems, artwork and cartoons.
Please let us know about news services,
information bureaus or newspapers from
anywhere in the world that you think we
should use, People make the revolution!

"A newspaper is not only a collective
propagandist and collective agitator,
but also a collective erganizer. In
this respect it can be compared to the
scaffolding erected around a building
in construction; it marks the contours
of the structure and facilitates com-
munication between the builders, per-
mitting them to distribute the work
and to view the common results a-
chieved by their organized labour."
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WHAT WE BELIEVE: REVOLUTION IN AMERICA

Wherever there is oppression, there is
resistance. Countries vant independence,
nations want liberation, and people want
revolution, This has become the irrestiw
ble trend of history. y
- Chinese Communist
Party

The people of the world have enjoyed
great successes since WWIT in their strug-
gle for social and economic revolution,
The People's Republie of China has been
established for over 25 years. Korea,
Vietnem, the rest of Indochina, Cuba and
Guinea-Bisseau have waged successful wars
of national liberation, Most countries in
Africa have won political independence,
Progressive gocialist governments have
been elected in Chile and other countries,

But the successes of the people have
hurt the Rockertellexs, Mellons, Fords,
Rothchilds and Duponte fo the world. Their
system of world=wide capitalism weakena
everytime a leftist government national-
izes mines and nullifies debts., Tt weak~
ens everytime it spends billions for
wars that force tin-horn dictators onto
unwilling Third World nations. It weakens
everytime the National Guard must put
down Black Rebellions and break up truc-
kers' blockades in America.

Capitalism feels itself weakening.
So it tyies to increase the flow of its
lifeblood, money, IL tries to take more
profit from the toil of the world's peo=
ple, The Arab peoples have grown rebelli-
ocous of Eurco-American interference in the

Middle East, The Arabs decided to withhold

the o0il that Euro-American companies took
for almost nothing for so long. America
suddenly wakes up to find itself depen-
dent on black wealth no longer under its
control. So oll cowpanies increase their
prices and profits while withholding vast
reserves of oil, Nixon tells workers to
be more productive and less comfortable,

The "energy crisis" Is born. The military
gots all the fudl it needs for llmosines,
Aiy Force Onme and Thieu's army while
homes are blacked out, schools are closed
and workers laid off,

Countries in Africa, Asia and latin
America win political and even military
independence, They threaten to withdraw
from trade arrvangements and demand more
for their resources andé labor, So capit-
alsim responses neo-coloniarism and
sub-imperialist countries(Brazil, Israel,
Tran and South Alriea) which thresaton
their immediate neighbors with invagion
and economic contrel,

Everywhere that international capit-
alism was weakened by people's victories
it has attcmpted a comeback by more viei-
ous or more disguised means. And every-
where that people have understood this
new form of oppression and have become

united for struggle, the people have won
even greater victories, 5o the trend of
history is towards the fall of interna-
tional capital and the rise of revelution.

But the course of revolution is not
smooth, The success national liberatiom
in Guinea-Bissesu is tempered by the fail-

ure of elected sccialism in Chile, The
people of Chile went by all the rules ol
parlimentary democracy, American compan-
ies couldn't complain about a handfui of
armed communists violently seizing "thelr"
copper mines, Yet when challenged by Chi-
le's successful and legal attempt at eco-
nomic self-determination and internal re-
form, American interests and their puppets
dropped the mask of "free" market exchamge
and demccracy. The massacre of leftist
PArty members, students and workers hbegan,
The viclousness of the repression is
matched only by the defenselessness of
the people, The lesson clearly is that
the struggle for liberation mmst be waged
militarily as well as politically and e-
conomically, Capitalism will always re-
sort to violence, and the people must be
prepared for its certainty,

In this country, the resistance has
barely begun, and alrecady we have seen
assasination, torture and impriscument
used by city police departments and fed-
eral agencies to put down resistance a-
gainst fasciom, racisw and exploitation,
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The revalutionary movement in Ameri-
ca began in the early sixties with the
civil rights movement agaimst racial op-
pression of Blacks. It grew with a popu-
lar understonding that oppression and lu-
equality were basic to the American way
of 1ifa. Malcolm X spoke on the Ballet or
the Bullet in 1964 and was assasinated
later that voaor, Watts burned in the [1
first long hor summer of 1985, East Los
Angeles and other cities in the Southwest
(Aztlan) were also having their hot sum-
mers, The Brown Berets, Denver's Crusade
for Justice and the Puerto Rican Young
Lords Party were founded in the late €0's,
The anti-war movement pgrew with America's
youth, Through their invelvement in the
anti=war movement, some whites gained an
understanding of the total American eye-
ton of oppression and allied themselves
with the struggles of Third World people
within America as well. The Black Panther
party was founded in 1966. In 1967 the TS
government was forced Lo send paratroop-
&re to put dowyn the Detroit Rebelliom,

NATIONAL GAURDSMEN IN DETROIT 1967

1968 was a high point for the strug-
gles of people in America. In April, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. was assasinated, and
over 125 cities exploded in angry rebel-
lion against this latest act of repressio,
These riots and other demonstrations won
unprecedented concessions, The anti-war
movement was foreing changes in American
foreign policy, BPP chapters spread like
wild-fire across the country. They pro-
vided unified leadership and nation-wide
senmunications for the ontire US move-
ment. During thie rtime, the first nation-
al Chicano youth conference was held in
Denver, Colorado, It united hundreds of
individuals and groups to declare them-
selves the nation of Aztlan,

1968 alsc signalled the decision of
the US govermment and business that "
"thinge had gome too far". People had
gotten away with too much, Law and order
Nixon was engineercd inte the Presidency.
In the next five years, poverty programs
were cut and altered to only serve btisi=
negs, Schools were filled with police and
dectective sgnads, Bebe Rebozo's Mafia
began massive infusion of CILA dope into
W communities, The mumber of arrests and
police murders of TW people jumped. Pro-
fits enjoyed thelr largest increases ever
while inflation and uncmployment jumped,
The economic control phases began with
the approval of giant companies like GM,
1968 also was the year that systematic
repreasion of every major revolutionary
action and crganization began, That spring
J. Edgar Hoover directed the FRT to "ex-
pose, disrupt and neutralize the New Left
Movement," and to '"prevent the develop-
ment of a Mau=mau type Black nationmalisat
revolution in the United States.”

That spring Natlonal Guard units and
naratroopers were uged to crush the Black
Urban Rebellions, Only Vietnam hardened
paratroopers were able to contaln the up-
rising. Thar vear the Oakland paliecs wmur-
dered BPP'e L'il Bobby Hutton and arres-
ted Huey F. Newton,

In the next five years, the RPP split
and catalyzed a gplit in the entire moves
ment, The police represgion made clear
that revolution wag a life and death
struggle between the rulers and the ruled
net a game, The choice had to be made to
either make revolution or to plav with
reform, Faced with that choice, the Young
lLords Party, The Chicano Revolutionary
Party, the Revolutionary Union, Vencere=
mos, the Brown Berets, Red Guards, etc,
aithey @plit or disbanded. Other organi-
zations were heavily intiltrated or re-
pressaed 1ike VVAW and Republic of New A=
Africa, The succass of pollice repression
has proved that capitalism and imperial-
ism are still strenger than the revolu=
tionary movement.

Meanwhile, the revolutionary move-
ment proved that it had three serious
weaknesses, The young movement thought it
could stand the world on its head in a
few short years, They were not prepared
for a long struggle that required build-
ing the unity of all revolutionary people,
Many people bacame discouraged and tired,
Others wade carelass mistakes that put
themaelves in the hands of the police.

The "revolutionary lifestyle" became iso-
lated from the 11fe of working families,

The other two problems are closely
related, Many organlzations have split
over differences on the role of national
liberation struggles and the role of
armed struggle in America. On the one side
i1s the insistance that the struggles of
TW people are a smaller or secondary part
of the general working clases struggle,
These people condemn revolutionmary natiom
alism and the concept of urban guerrilla
warfare, They downplay the importance of
the Black Urban Rebellions and say that
the masses can not grasp even the concept
of armed struggle until years in Lﬂzqufl—
ture. These people are the Oakland BPP
leadership, Revolutionary Union, the old
Communist Party, Trotsky-ites and groups
dominated by them(ie. Puerto Rican Revo-
lutionary Workers' Organization, formerly
part of the Young Lords, now under RU's
wing) .

On the other side is the insistance
that recemt history proves that the strug-
gles of Third World people for national
liberation from imperialism are the lead-
ing elemant of the xevolutionary struggle.
These people quote Mao that, "in ware of
note:
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natiomal liberatlon, patriotism(ed,

Fage T
nationalism) is applied internationalism."
They staud opposile to the first side on
every major question frowm defending cap-
tured PLA members to the role of oppres-
ged peeple’s culture and how to deal wlih
the reactionary Teamster's Union, Although
this paper has no organlzational alle=
giances, we agree with this side of the
aplit,

We are revolotionary natlonalists,
We are for bullding socialism and com-
pletely smashing the corporate fascist
state, Imperialism(monopoly capitalism)
and racism are the twin pillars of the
faseists' empire., The momsters of capit-
alism must be destroyed before they de-
stroy our people, We hope this paper can
contribute to the future development of
theory, stracopy ond oepanization of the
Revolution and benefit the lives of op-
pressed people everywhere,

Comrade He Chi Minh inspired the
people of Vietnam to battle 30 years ago
with these words, "Revelutionary Fight-
ers, the hour has struck. The fighting
spirit of the people is displayed betore
you! Let us rise up quickly! Unite with
each other, unify your action to over-
throw the imperialiste. Victoxry to the
World Revolution! "

Free the People
SE1ZE THE TIME
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ORGANTZATTONS - NEWSPAPERS

Please consider using the center
section of this paper as an in-
sert supplement to your own local
paper. If you are interested,
write us about the mmber you want
and feel free to make suggestions
about future content and size. We
plan to have a center sectiom in
every fasue,
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