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The New Motion in Black 

Politics and the Electoral Arena 

by the Line of March Editorial Board 

I. Introduction

Of all the theoretical challenges posed to communists, none are more
pressing than those flowing from the need for accurate and timely 
assessments of new developments in the spontaneous political motion of 
the masses. After all, the historical function of the communists to help 
weld the spontaneous struggle into a powerful revolutionary force­
capable of consciously altering the entirety of social relations-is totally 
bound up with our ability to measure most precisely, at any given 
moment, the level of political maturation of different sectors of the 
working class, especially of its proletarianized mass. 

The new political motion of the Black community poses such a 
theoretical challenge to the U.S. communist movement. That motion, 
principally an upsurge of Black political activity in the electoral arena, is 
unmistakable. We have seen this upsurge in the emergence of a distinct 
and measurable Black voting bloc, largely tied to the Democratic Party. 
This bloc has demonstrated, in the last two presidential elections as well 
as in numerous state and local elections, an unprecedented voting 
strength capable of determining the outcome of contests in the bourgeois 
electoral arena.* This electoral strength is shown most dramatically in 

* This was demonstrated most vividly in the 1976 presidential election. Of an
estimated 6.6 million Blacks voting, approximately 94% cast their ballots for
Jimmy Carter. In a number of key states (Missouri, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi, and Maryland) the B1ack vote provided Carter
witl1 his margin of victory. Carter would not have been elected without the
electoral votes of those states. 1 The Black vote remained overwhelmingly
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