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EDITORIAL

When the Nottingham Communist Greup first began te
publish Red Star im July 1378 our aim was to reach out
to those people who were moving towards a revolutionary
outlook and were unsure as to just where they should
place their politicel allegiance. We still have this
aim but since 1372 we have become ccncious of two
crucial political events which have made us realise
that Red Star wmust hav

;¢ another political function;
that is to act as 2 political focus and arena for
those genuiue Marxist-Lenluist who are still operating
in Britain. The rwo svents referred to are,of course,

the counter-revoiution in Chine and, as a result of it,
the capitulation to revisionism of a large section of
the British Marxist-Teninst movement. Fer this reason
we say to those comrades who still held to a revoluti-
onary outlook - comrades, the peges of Red Star are
open to you s¢ that we can hegin te regroup the genuine
revelutionary fovces, ttack the revisionist elemen-

ts and to begin the the
revelutionary paviy. "ww'atar on a
regular guartzriy basis and we will & ihute it much
ore widely than hix i that we
locate those gspuine are still
around, even if they operating,
as we are, at a loca curse cost
npney and is the veas pply Red
*tar free, In the ¢ ‘¢ 1o agpeleogy fer
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ctised. For years Mao Tse Tung was lauded to the

, we all thought a lot of him but obvipusly we did
think enough of him because although we admired the
achievements of Mao and the C.C.P. we never bothered to
concretaly analyse the nature of their achievements and
the practical application of them to ocur own circumsta-
nces. The Marxist-Lsnimist Movement in Britaim: Past,

Preseut and Future, traces the history of the Marxist-

Teninist movement here, its strenghs and weaknesses and
pointe out that we can never make any genuine advance
until we begin to practise Marxism-Leninism in a diaie-
ctical way; that is the concrete analysis of concrete
conditions,
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4 7 are, 1Lt mighy thought that this was sc¢
obvicu: a component of Marxist practise that it hardiy
needs stating, uUnfortunately this is not the case: therx
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Events over paal two years have now shown that the
Marxist-i;nlnist mevement is split imto two opposed
camps. This is true of not only this country but thro-

8 s
ughout the world, Oume the one hand is the camp of
revisionism, social-chauvinism and beurgeolis capitulat-
ions on the other hand is ilhe camp of zenuine veveluti-
onary Marxism-Leninism., It is the view of the Nottingh-
am Communist Group that the revisionist element are no
longer pa‘r af the Maixist-L movement and should
ot be trx ugh 1 ¢isn adherence to
y'" the revisionists
class in the event of
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by two groups for our denuncia-
nist regime in Chima. Although
t%at the regime is revisiouist

.

fact is not very iwmportsnt. We
again that this fact is of the
The revisionist split has caused a
fusion and demoralisation in our ranks
3 ly define the camp of reactien and tn
of reveluriosn there is one clear line of demarcat
ou. This is the up%o}dina of Mao Tse Tung Thought, the
gains of the Cuitural Revolution and the ection of
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war shows that the inter-imperialist conflict is becemi-
ng mere acute and the threat of war nearer and nearer.
Corrvect strategy and tactics are now a matter of vital
importance. The Nottingham Communist Group is sending e
delegate to this conference and in the next issue of

Red Star there will be a detailed account of the
conference proceedings.

DEVELOP MARXISM IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST REVISIONISM!




THE RMARXIST-LENINIST
FAOVEMENT IN BRITAIN:
Past, Present and Future

"In November 17263 the Committesz to Defeat Revisionisz,
for Communist Unity, was set up in Great Britain by Com-
munists who had come to recognzse, in the course of
struggle sgainst the policies of the Cowmunist Party of
Great Britain, that to transfovm this Party from within,
by accepting rules operated by men such as Gollam, Dutt
aud Matthews, was an impossibility. This Committee is
uow organising a
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and win the mili
vals to understa
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ist Party o
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feen years Later
iomary pariy has

fact that during this peri

of British capitalism have greatly int

deed have those in the world as a whole. We are now en-
tering a pericd when the only possible outcome of the

sharpening of the contradictions of capitalism is either
war or yevelution. The only way forward for the working
class is either to prevent the war by revolutien or to
cuxn the imperialist war into vevelutionary civil war.
More than ever, the working class needs its own vanguard
revolutionavy part} to crganise and lead it in the
struggle to overthrow capitalism and build socialism.
The building of 2 revolutionary party in Britain is a
matter of the uitmost urgency and supreme importance.
Thera is not much time left,




THE PRESENT SITUATION

Since Comrade McCreery's untimely death in 1965 there
have existed at various times around twenty or more org-
anisations claiming to base themselves on the revelut-
ionary outlook of Marxisu-Leninism. Some of them, for
example the Communist Party of England (M-L) and the
Communist Party of Britain (M-L), have claimed to be .
proper revolutionmary parties of the Leninist type. Yet
after having existed for over a decade and more these
orvganisations have made to discernible impact on the
working class., Furthermere, while in terms of member-
ship these organisations were never large - the CFB(M-L)
had a maximum of around 300 members in the mid-1970's -
they are now shrinking in size. On the criterion of
political practice alone, it can only be concluded that
these "parties” have been in no way vitally representat-
ive of the objective interests of workers im Britain,
otherwise they would have been able to begin to build =
base and following in the working class, as indeed the
Merxist~leninists in some of the other imperialist coun-
tries have succeeded in coing, e.g. in the U.S.A..
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As for the other Marxist-Leninist groups and organisat-
ions, e.g, the Revolutionary Communist League of Brit-
ain, the Communizt Workers League of Britai
mally upholding as their primary aim the

building of the
revclutionary party, their conmtinued existence as pre-
party organisations does itself show thelr failure after
many vears to make any significant progress towards the
foundation of the party. What is move, .the confusion,
splits and defections stimulated by the impact of the
revisienist seizure of state power in China during the
lact faw vears means e bpuiiding pot-
entialities some T¢ oW
greatly diminished resaluie-
iy upholding the jonary
tradition and exj (lsm eman-
ating from China mbher, It
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utionary movemen
danger of axtincticn,

organiised revul
Britain ig in rea
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this deplorable state of affzirs is to be reversed,
if the very necessary rebuilding of the proletarian rev-
clutionary movement in Britain is to proceed, we must
grasp the essence of past failures so as not to be doom-
ed to the farce of history repeating itself. In dis-
cussing the revisionist degeneration of the CPGR,
McCreery wrote:

rh o n

+

1

es» it never fully mastered dialectical materialism
the Marxist world view, in the sense that it never prov~
ed itself capable of 2pplving the generally agreed
rinciples of Marxism-Leninism to British conditions, of
3
working out its own -n*eﬁe‘dgn- and correct policies in

each historical period." (27

coming has continued to be true of
during the last fifteen vyears,
this criticism and seif-criticism to be o
essary to be quite specific about
lying the generally agreed princip-
sm to Britvish conditicns"., Other-
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not to claim that we have for the most part been very
effective in our atiempts to carry out these tasks, But
nonetheless it is true that many comrades haveresolutely
applied themselves to the revolutiomary struggle and in
many cases this has entailed significant personal sac-
rifices,

However, it should also be reccgnised that a strong sub-
lective committment to the cause of proletarian revolut-
ion and a dogged determinatinn to persist with the
struggle are by themselves insufficient for the building
of & revolutionary movement and party. Marxism-leninism
claims to be scientific socialism which baszes itself on
the method of materialist dialectics. t $
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THE EXAMPLE OF THE ROLB

Now, most of those calling themselves Marxist-leninists
in Britain today express formal agreement with the prop-
osition that the key to party-building is to develop a
proper revolutionary programme. For example, in their
Manifesto the RCLE state that:

"... at the present stage in Britain theory must be
primary over practice. The main theoretical tasks in
Party building are to develop a pregramme, ...". (5)

Yet in tveaiity it is t this vital tasik which the RCLB
are primavily conc 1 with because in fact they place
organisational umity i cre and above genuine political
unity, They advoc llateral struggle between Marx-
ist-Leniniszt organ sa:i $ 30 as to rescive differences
and unite inte larger, 1ocrat1c centralist organisat-
ions. The RCLB specifies "small group mentality" as the
factor hindering this unification process, an explanat-
ion which owes much tc bourgeois social psychology but
very little to materialist dialectics.,
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The experiznge of the R

CLE"s approach to party-building

is very inmstructive. It was formed in 1977 ocut of a
fusion of some of the local groups who had constituted
the previcus Communist Federation of Britain {(M-L) and
some of the members of a couple of other small groups,
the Communist Unify Association and the East Londen
Marxist-Leninist Association. The programme around
which they united was iittle more than 2 general state-
ment of Marxist-Leninist principles 3
scientifizally applied to contemporary British capital-
ism, In t, some of the formulatioms in this ﬁani-
festo are not sivply imprecise but actually reactio ary.

particular, the Three Worlds line of the Chinese rev-
isionists is uncritically reproduced. Even so, it must
be admitted that this manifesto does not claim to be a
developed party programme. The development of such z
programme was a task the RCLE claimed it would eventuzl-
ly carry out,
Almost fmmediately after the formation of thz FITL, mat-
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or differences arsse within it as tc the correctness of
its international lime. A leading member of the RCLB,
the Secretary of its Central Committee, and other com-
rades attacked the social chauvinist policy contained in
their manifesto. The ocutcome, only a year and a halt
after the formation ¢f the RCLB, was the expulsion of
these comrades and the disiilusionment and defection of
some others. This incident shows very clearly that the
RCLBE was not founded on a basis of genuine political un-
ity at all. 1If the members had really scientifically in
-vestigated the present internaticnal contradictions and
their bearing on the course of revolutionary struggle in
Britain, instead of uncritically buying a package deal
from Peking, them ahcsp d LfE-Eﬂ”G“ would have beccme
apperent at the time when they were drawing up their
ious

manifesto., This demonstrates just how serisusly the
CLE took theiry mcn;feata in th t place; net as a
scientific guide fov political tut just as s bit
of political icing on top of th nisation
However, those sxpelled Irxom th have 1
< i

i s

the decicive facter e I sing
the masses for revol ) s ot 1 elevation
of eorganisational zad petty matters to the positicn of
highest principle.” (6}

and
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resulting in expuls

maining members, of whom hardly any were the original
members, threw ia their let with the RCLB earlier this
year, A few vears ago, the BCA showed some appreciation
of the need to develop a proper programre as the basis
fer unity and it is to be regretted that the members
have succumbed to the opportunism of the RCLB, Despite
these amalgamations, the membership of the RCLB, which
was never large at zny time, has probably declined dur-
ing the last two years. More significantly, it has nev-
er been very iuvolved in the day-to-day class struggle,
(its virtual leck of participaticn in the anti-racist
campaigns of the last few years is one iustance), and
burdened as it is with the millstone of support for the
Chinese revisionists around its neck, its future pros-
pects are dismal,

As a divect ress

THE ORIGINS OF THE MARXIST-LENINIST MOVEMENT IN BRITAIN
failure to make any Teal progress
ionary movement sud party in
fifteen years! Any explanation
there has been & shear lack of
rt on the part of Marx-
one. In so far as
and fallen by the way-
terms of the objective
struggle in this
inpoint are the reas-
he Marxist-Leninists
olutieonary theory and
: stands in need

comrades have bee
side, this has to
conditions of the 1
country. What we t
ons which explain the failure ¢
to effect a genuinc un e
sractice., The fundame
of explanation is au

sistence of empivicis
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emony in Britainm in the past, based as it was on the
fact that industrial capitalism first arcse in this
country and that for a long periocd the position of Brit-
ain as the leading imperialist power secured comparative
internal prosperity and stability, thus enabling the
bourgecisie to make many concessions to working class
demands which, far from weakening the legitimacy of
bourgeois rule, actually served to streagthen it. It
has to be admitted that adherence to reformist trade un-
ionisn and the essentislly bourgeois ideology of social

emocracy did result in the great mass of working pecple
eecuvtng very considerable improvements in their general
living staandards,

THE COMMUNIST PAKTY OF GREAT BRITALN

e material condi
that the formation of the &

ain in 1920-1 should have occurred on a very weax ideo
ogical basis, Under the influence of the Comintern,
small number of rather disperate and ideolegically weak
elements were hastily wclded together into one bedy. In
the course of this highly opportunistic process scme of
the most politically advanced proletarian leaders were
excluded, e.g, John Maclean, Perhapc most significant
is the fact that the formation of the (PGE was not so
much a direct vesponse to the state of the class strug-
gle in Britain at that time but rather a response to

the Getober Revolution and the subsequent upheavals in
other Euvopean countries after World War I. However,
despite these inauspicious teslnn;n~= the political work
of the CPGE up until the wmid-1%30's was in the main of a
positive kind., For example, its leadership of the strug
-gles of unemployed workers was very successful, given
the limitations imposed by the objective conditions then

i
~
-~

2

nrevax?ins. Nentecheless, the ideclogical wezkness of
the CPGE was apparent at many levels and it leaned heav-
ily on the Comintern for-guidance, which ia turn had te
rrc&uvht?y criticise incorrect policies formulated by

. during
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To sum up at this point, we can say that the originators
of the present Marxist-Leninist current in Britain were
dissidents from the CPGE who for the most part had, as a
result of their political formation in the overwhelming-
ly revisionist CPGE, a somewhat insecure ideological
grasp of Marxism-Leninism, however great their subject-
ive hatred for capitalism was and however strong their
desire to make proletarian revolution may have been.

s more, some of the defectors from the CPGH depart-
ist reasous. Peoplz su.h as
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maitority of radical students towards various species of
erfS&y sm, an important attraction of which is that it
enables one to embrace socialism in the mind while at

the same time rejectling the actual concrete achievements
of socizlist vevolution which have occurred, however
temporary and partial they way have bDeen, However, a
potent reference point for the young was the great
strength of the national liberation struggles occurring
in many regions, especially Imdo-China, These apparent-
ly uncomplicated struggles, between tha forces of West-
ern imperialism and the oppressad nst*ons, exerted a
very strong emotiomal appeal. 3By supporting these strug-
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transform the wolrd and ourselves. There ere many work-
ers who persist, year after year, in the most dogged and
determined battle against capital and there are many ac-
ademics who churn out the most detailed studiec of the
Marxist classics and revolutionary movements. But ’
neither in reality makes any contributionm to the develo-
prent of the revelutiomary movement.

The emergent Marxist-Leninist movement of the late 1960s
had little in the way of ideclogical capital that could
be drawn upon. As an ideological current Marxism-Lenih-
ism nad always been weak in Eritaiq and from the late

1930's had been virtually dead. Whether they kmew it or
not, Thm Marxist-Leninists had kefore them the task of
Tecovering, gra%:izg -nd developing revelutionary theory
and praciic 1a to thelr immediate czoncrete
conditio Y £ Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin
aug a n ts bte seriously studied as did
the expe struggls throughout the
worid. B aig ana sone, while crucial les-
sons can 5 ¥, it nonsetheless will not
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ialism with ggziricism. Correct thecrstical cenclusisns,
can guide a struggle in a revolutionary directionm,
cnly be arrived at if the struggle in question is
analysed in a conciocus, flective manner by using the
method of dialecticeal aﬂulv>'s. indeed, some attempt
isional theoretical orient-

before one enters into a par rticular struggle.
cad, what typically occurs is unreflective involve-
uent of an entirely reformist kind,undistguishabie from
that of Trotskyists, revisionists and social democrats,
This "theory" is then justified by searching for and
tinoing some crude amglogy. between the struggle at
band and judiciously selected extracts from the classic»
al Marxist writings - that is, dogmatism.

1
ho
should be made to gain a prov
on
ste

an zxample of this sort of vulgar Marxism is Reg Birch's
3 -8

e 5 o - B

th2cry of trade unionism as "guerrillia warfare" (9).
e )

Bizch attempts to justify his advocacy of making the most
conventional, veformist trade union activity th focus of
the class struggle by drawing a crude and false analogy

het*@eﬁ ie daily conflict between worker: and capitali-

he guerrilla warfare waged in China bv the Red
Arory against the Ku ﬂ'ntnﬁz and the Japane
ts. This is a most blatant example of dre
econonisa as vevolutienary struggle by de
with a few quotations from Mac. Another <
from an article in the 7" s journal Revs
L em gconomy which ¢
has occurred i
in fact present
ign exactliv of the kind
Margaret Thatcher, cls
nflation is the gover
course, the artzcl
g ot Joseph and Th
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aiism by drawing a fallacious parvrsilel

' i mperialist Britain and imperi-
allistically oppressed China during the late 1930°s,
Again, we have the phenomenon of quotations, of dishing
out a few guotes from Mao quite regardless of their spe-
cific histovrical context, and deoing so in support of the
most vutragscus, reactionary policy,
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These are just a few of many examples of the failure to

effect any real dialec :""l unity of revolutionmary ~ - -

theory and practice, This fa ilure to integrate ¢

"universal truth of Mat415 -Leninism and the concrete

conditions of your own ccuntries” (to use Mao's express-
n

,.A.
:rn.
B

ion), does not simply result in failure to build the
Tevoiutionary party t“t, worse, it allows the most comm-
onplace, bourgecis platitudes to be presented as revol-
utiomary Marxism-Leninism and thus brings the <
proletarian revolutionary tradition intc disrepute.
workers and others, who, as a result of their swn day to
day experiences of capitalism, are mcving towards a rev-
oluticnary outlock are repelled by this reacticnary
trash, Furthermore, siace such "theory" can only be a
guide to failure to achieve any advances in the class
struggle, comrades eventually tive of their fruitless
activities and fall by the wayside, latterly, during
the last four vears, this lamentable ideclogical weakn-
ess, this failure te really apply materialist dialectics
te the concrete conditions of the contemporary world,
accounts for the sase with which the Hua-Teng revisioni-

h : China have been able to secure the

ance of many Marxist-Leninists ia
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iplinec way, to undzsry tific enalyeis of the
main contradicticns o ry British capitalismy
{class, internati t¢) and then, on the
tasis c¢f objectiv draft a strategy and
tactics for the ¢ strugzgle, This work
should be dome accord finite timetable and
wouid resulf in thne £ ~f & programme which
would he the basis tor iishment 3f & grae-party
comminist organisation,




claimed that their mis in putting forward their pro-
cosals at that time havz overestis ated the polit-
ical maturity of the Marxist-Leninists iu Britaim.
Unfortunately this observation was only toc true. The
Yottinghar Communist Group was only formed im 1976 and
we did not learn about ithe Hev!Its up tc us!proposals
until aftexr the collapse of ¢ arty “=?-c1n5 cogmissi-
on e did suggest to the CW further try
ip the co : shou ut they felt
urable s di X it is a sad
s of the WL 's proposals
subsequently capitulated to
onal lime being propagated from
clearly that unless comrades
te build the vevolutionary mo-
immune from falling back into
WHERE 0O WE CO FROM HERE?
So where does all this get us?, What conclusisns aee we
to draw’. What is the way forward in the revoluticnary
strug:Le". The analysis we have presentzd of the failuo-
re of the Marxist-Leninists in Britain, during the last
fifteen years, to build a revolutiomary party should not
be taken on any account as & cause for despair. Given
the origlns of the present Marxist-leninist movement,

given its unavoidable ideclogical weakness, it can be
seen in retrospect that a long precess of struggle for
clarity was and is imevitable, A decisive break with bo-
urgeocis Ideology could and can only come about as a

resulc of the disappointments and setbacks of opportumi-

st practices, It should also be ncted that the obiecti-

ve macerial conditions of Britsh capitalism during the

past fifteen years have only been partially Ffavourable

for the davelopment of revolutionary struzgle and conci-

oustess, During this period the post-war boom of Weste-
lism ha d




ave been slow and limited, Also, tbese years
rowth of
fcult for

h
a“nntian, these conditions of only a slo
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surge in revo 5% ar
favouratie. But ized too s Ly
that unless cone elements carry out
their vital part hers will be no grow-
th of rvevolurion ey an upsurgs of
extrame reactior

Fros ption in 1976 the NCG has alwa-
ye @ ie of the development of a

PIOE z party~-huilding. OQOther, for
example the CWM, have criticised us along the lines that
i1f we ¢ i th te be s¢ imgorvtant then why have we
publicly not made any detailed contvibuticns to such a
programme,  Fart of the reascn we vefreined from sg
doing is that we had hoped teo this wortk
jointly and systematically teg th other comrades
in the form of a party-buildin nission. For around
three vears we 5uight c Marxist~Leninisgt
organisations of the s appreach, but
without success, Aisa, wo years we hav
found it necce

't n
el (]
oW
s}
e
V
Q

couniter-revoluticn in iuen

reactionary line smana In Britain we
have found ourselves t alone In ogur
struggle to combat the gior which has
swept ugh the Marxist-Leminist movessrt, Lattesrly we
Dave centact with the anti-vevisionisy slsmarn- ir



e -

other countries and assisted by their valualbe ideciogi-
cai and political support, have begun to work with the
rerdining anti-revisicnist elements in Britain, In
addition to these task: we hava neccesszarily persisted
with our participation in the d y-to-day class struggle
in cur arez: trade union WOr«, anti-racist work and anti-

war work,

in fact over the last four vears, we of tha NG have
tried to cavry out our o ut

P

c

i

ou
deval

&

m = QO @
=
L&
h

<
[B]

-t
uty

[ T o

&
{7




26

CLASSES AND STRATA IN
CONTEMPORARY BRITISH
CAPITALISM (PARTYD)

In this article we give a presentation of the investi-
gations made by the Nettingham Communist Group into the
class structure of contemporary British capitalism.

This is not claimed to bBe a definitive analysis but rat-
her a report on some preliminavry investigations. We
hope that these notes will stimulate others to criticise
and thus deepen this very necessary aspect of the progr-
ammatic task of grasping contemporary capitalism in its
concrete particularity,

WHY DO WE NEED A CLASS ANALYSIS?

Some comrades of an empiricist inclimationm think that
altogether too much fuss is made zbout the need for a
proper class analysis. In their view, it is blatantly
obvious that there is a Hnuroeoiaie and a proletariat in
contemparary Britain and all that needs to be dome is to
devalop the class S“~ugg4e along rewalutxoﬁgrv lines,
These people tend to ignore the fact that the two class-
€8 are by no means nomQQEQ““uu monoliths and that in ad-

dition there exist varicus intermediate strata 2c well.
Therears other comrades who consider thar all the neces-

ary class analysis for Britain was done .long ago by Marx,
Engels and Lenin, Thay imagine that an attsniive treading
of the classical Mzrxist writings will provide a clear
conception of B structure and all the zuida-
nce necessary for the conduct of the class struggle tod-
ay. This cverlooks the Izct that British capitalism has
changed and develeped very comsiderably during the last
nundred years and that pavt of thie process has been some
very significant changes in class structure,




e.g. Russia and China. This is that only if the revolu-
tionaries have grasped the precise character of each cl-
ass, its sections, and the various non-class stra*a, will
they be able to propagate pelicies of a kind and in a way
such that the maximmm forces are engaged in the struggle
to overthrow the ruling class. As Mao put the matter:

“Who are our enemies? Who are our friends? This is a
question of the first importance for the revolution.

The basic reason why all previous revolutionary struggles
in China achieved so 1ittle was their failure to unite
with real friends in ovder to attack real enemies....To
distinguish raal friends from real enemies, we must make
a general analysis of the economic gtatus of the various
classes in Chinese society and of their respective atti-
tudes towards the revolution.® (I)

Such analysis is just as vital in Britain. The failure
to carry out such an anzlysis inevitably leads to errors
of two bread kinds. There are those, most notoriously

the Communist Wartv of Britaiu{M~-L}, with irs absurd
* two class lime", who gl
or
i

)

ss over the very real differe-
king class and between the wor-
¢ strata. 1Ihis leads to Right
aby the middle strata,i,e. people
o administratoers, doctors, teach-
ers, etc.,are approached as if they were members of the
industyial pko;e~» riat., One result of this can be seen
within the CFR{M~L) itseif where the petit bourgeoxs id-
eology of the Yimteilectual workers" has been triumphant
Just as erronecsus is the "1

ncies both within raL W
king class and the midd
opportunist errovs wher
such as managers, publi

Left" cpportunist line which
regards orly the most sorely oppressed sections of the
masses ag heving any revclutionary potentialities at all.
This type of 9n;nh1§b £ nde towards the position whereby
only if vou are amrluyeu, nomfiesa, un~married
mother are you e the revelut cnary movement
Clearly this is isolation an defeat. Cnly if
the most prac:ss te class analysis is carried
out will it ¢

know how
te united in
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eristic outleok and patterns of behavior. Also, this
distincticn is important for making divisions within a
class as in the case ¢f a factorv foreman who stand-in
a supervisory rcle with respect to the eordinary workers.

5
Cne further point needs to be emphasised. Marx and

" The seperate individevals form a class only in so
far as they have to carry on a comton battle against
another class; o herwlse they are on hestile terms with
each other as comeritors On the other hand, the class
in its turn a le xistence over agai-
nst the indivi er tind their con-
diniens of exi o ve their
perscnal devs b class,
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Thus, in attempting s class analvsis of contemporary Bri-
tish capitalism we nave triad to jistingai sh various cla~
sses and strata on the basis of their amo:
of income and wealth, their social po
nisation of production and their rela

t We hav hen 1
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g 30 is that some cf those persons who appe-
d as "managers' are additionally owners of
amounts of capital. A total of 1,671,000
clasgified ss 'managsrs'by the census burt 4s
with che'self-employed with employees' category, this
categary is very homogenous, its members ranging from
the chairman of natiovnalised industries down to shop ma-—
pagers. Somewhat arbitrzeily, we decided to divide the
]

'marnagers' category in fha same proportions as the 'self
-employed with employees' category had been divided s
as to yield an estimate of the

e

managers who

are r'allv part of the bourge resulting figure
being 31,000. In fact, the ' tegory in the
Census 1nb1ud es high state of as government
ministers, top civil servants, olice cfficers
and judges. Since the state is just much a part of
the baurgec1 sies apparatus o as are the ec-
cucmic organisations, these t icials should
also be comsidered as part of isie, even
though their salaries 4re onl derived from

surplus value,

we add together the large scale employers and top
managers the total comes to 45,000, This is the monopoly
capitzlist class (haute bourgecisie) of contemporary
British capitalism and they constitute only 0.2% of the
octcupied population In our view, these are the people
whe really do exercise enormous power, whose deci sicus
have consequences on a sccietal scale and who thus are
the ruling class. Some evidence In support of consider-




ing the ruling class to be roughly of this magpnitude is

provided by data presented in the Report of ths Royal

Commision on the Distribution of Inceme and Weaalth The

table shows the massive concentration of the various

types of CaDLtal" i iment bonds
h

3
and, company shares, govern

~ in the hands of only 0.27 of those persons who have
any wealth of any ‘ind. These people number only arcuncd
38,0004ndividuals and mere than one third of all share
capital in Britain is owned by them. True, the next mo-
st wealthy 0.4%0f wealth holders are not exactly paupers
but even so their holdings of capital are rather less
substantial, The percentage of wealth owned by the top

0.2%1is caly I2Z but this includes various other asse-
ts which do nmct function as capital, e.g.owner-cocupied
liouses and private cars. The poirt ta me taken here is
that ownership of capicsl, the means for expropriating
surplus value from the procletariat, is concentrated in
the hands of only a few tens of thousands of people.
clu t on of our disc
re c general chara
D alist ruling ¢
: iled investiga
ine o cion betwean ¢
us 1uter veing shif
increase , such an
is nat 1 ize of th
{ to be gr
d an extr
contrel 2
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(W)

is inadequate because it does not in fact give a full
expression of the analysis of class which is actually
found in the writings of Marx and Engels and the other
great revolutionary leaders. Indeed, taken at face val-
ue, this definition of class leads directly to the erro-
necus and opportunist "two class' line of the CPB(ML).
They point ocut that most managers, administrators and
prfessionals own no means of production, sell their
labour power for money payments and therefore, it is
argued, these people are members of the working class.

0f course, the vital factor left out by this type of an-

alysis is consideration of positicms in the social orga-

nisatiaﬁ of aroductlon, the different types of work
ri Ut different tx f emplovees

o

i

N
f|

{5




itation, necessary for the functioning of the capitalist
economy and sc :ial system as & whole., These workers
are certainly socially necessary and indispemsable tut,

even so, while they are oppressed by the bourgeo:sis,
they are not directly exploited. This distinction is
not a purely technical ome but has direct consegquences
for the character of the class struggle. 1In general,
the most intense class conflict occcurs between producti
ve workers and the menopoly capitalists bDecause the rate

»f profit on capital received is directly dependent on
the rate of surplus value at which preductive labourers
the main axis of the class

are being QYFIL‘L é. Thus
sfrugalc is between the mo
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that many of these people are cnly 'self-employ-
foois

2
hnical sense,e,g. building workers, and in
s

t
reality t position is actually that of wage-laboure-
=

vers, Again, the apparent independence of these people
from capitalist relations of production is often illuso~

ry. Very often, they work on a regular basis for capit-
alist organisations and totally dependent con those
organisations for vork. TFurthermore, their
rwmership of means cticn is minimal and persons
iz this cate ach
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X

society will gradually polarise into two classes as the
trend towards monopoly grows. As Marx himself pointed
out, the petit-bourgecisie and independent artisans
would gradually be absorbed into the ranks of the prole-
tariat as a result of their eccmomic ruin brought about
by the advance of monopoly capitalism. However, it is
also true that Marx and Engels postulated the growth of
other .rtermediate strata brought about precisely beca-
use of the rise of capitalist moncpolies and the relatad
i talist state apparzcus. For example,

sth of £he ecap

l 1
Marx coumentsa upon |

appear as th
not included list class. In I971
they numberec the working populat—
ion. Their the ownership cf
capital and 1 over labour power
although, giv nall-scale of therr
yoivities, h ical powsy is very
Limi tha arge and growing

an ars, the manageriat,

e Y of large-scale

- <
s. s :

amounts of capital hut
social grganisation cf
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obviously not part of the working cl
their special role in the social org
tion, they are not part of the m

tum numbering 366,000,

It can be seen that,
intermedi
they do a total of 3
ng populaticon. Thes
tively rega d themse
such by ;

ace a “C"e id

as
is

5,250,000 people,

ave in fact %th
ves as "middls

even in terms of sheer numbers,
ate strata cannot be ignored

1isation of
anageriat or intelligen~
Thudthe military constitute an intermediate stra-
1.5% of the cccupied population.

Also, giver

produc—

. et

the
, constituting as
22.0% of the worki-

e people who subjec~
- i
class and are seern

Numbers I of the
{millions)occupied
popt'n
EULING CLASS

“onepoly capitalists{haute bourgeolsie) 085 ©0.22

IWTERMEDIATE STRATA
Competitive capitalists{ petit " ) J.71 3.0%
“lanagers & Administracors(manageriat I.63  5.37
Professionals &technicians{incelligentsia) 2.54 10.7%
Police & armed forces ( miitary ) .32 I.5%

ctive workers) 8,31 34,

cductive " 3 10,23 42,97
23,84 100,07




g s g
| MONOFOLY |
{CAPTTALISTS
Lo B
'COMPETITIVE = MANAGERS &  PROFESSIOSALS ; POLICE &
CAPITALISTS ADMINISTRATORS & TECHANICIANS 'ARMED FORCES
L 3.0% 687 10.7% R 2
" -
WORKING CLASS :
7. 5%
.Semi- Industrial
proletariat proletariat.
34.97 42.9%
— i A R SR R SRS |

The rest of the populaticn, the 30.14 nmillions not occu-
pied in 1971 were retired members of these cl=sses and
strara or the cependents ¢f occupied persons. Thus, it
can reasonably be suppesed that their membership of cla-
sses and strata was im roughly the same propertions as
that of the weccupled populatica.

* % %
So far, our anclysis has simply delineated the various
clases and strata existing in contemporary British cap-
italism. The next step is to specify the characteriscic
es o 1d P

olitical organisation aad Lhe
vtlook of each class and stratum. Th
ane in terws of the ;o1:radiﬁtar5 dl&léCLLLaL
*e;at1ogaﬁi;s existing berween the two main classes and
te strata as weliw Only then can an attem~

5 ictions in the course of the revolution-
ary class struggle and Partli of this article will take
up these guestions,
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FOR MAO : Essays in Histori-
cal Materialism

P.Corrigan,H.Rarsay,D.Sayer. Macmillan. I979, £12.00.

This book is based om the critique of Bolshevism put
forward in the authors previons work 'Socialist Comst-
ruction and Marsist Theorv{Idand while this critique

has not been developed in this veolume,many of the argu-
ments of the previous work can be found in  “'For Mao”

As the subtitle indicates,the authors have not attempted
te write a comprehensivs account of Mao,hut have tried
to present his werk through “Tattempts,angles,represent-
aticns and glimpses'.

The first part of the book @eals at sgme length with

Yao's overall Marxist strategy and mass line understand-
ing of socialist politics and d -aws attenticn to those
areas of Mao's thought (e.g.emphasis on correct ideas

coming from social practise,being good at lea rning from
istakes,reliance on the people),which ¢
advance in histcrical materialism. The authors make

clear at the ouiser however,that they de not regard Mao
&s having completely transformed or overcome Bolshevism,
and they regard some of his formulations as having prov-

s
ided ammunition for TengHsiao-ping and the theory of the
productive forces., This,they argue,is bhecause there are

"elements of a speculative metaphysic” within Nao's
thought,which resulted in his retention of certain forms
of “absclutist th

L
inking". The concept of 'contradiction
is given &5 an example of this tendency,which they say
"has been rvendsred mystical. and been used for the mcsf
crude apoiogetics in 1

alism and hegemony (p®). In pa,tlcular Mao's method of
identifying the principal c¢ontradiction is criticised
for being responsible for the ‘theory of the three worl-
ds’ ,but they fail to make clear that the so-called theo-
ry 0f the tares worl is 2 ‘*0113 revisioni strategy

ds st
which was first put forw iza-ping in 1974,
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and it was never presented as a strategy,and still less
attributed to Mao during his lifetime.

The second part of the book presents a series of four
outline studies,thres of which are of different histori-
cal periods,which ain to provide a context for the deve-
lopment of some of Mao's major theoretical and practical
advances, The first study is concerned with the period
after the Long March and before the complete victory of
the Communist forces,when Yepan was the capital of .
People's China. Thig was the period when Mao developed
the principle of voluntary participation and mutual
benefit to establish the cooperative movement,and in

his writings on the army aad party, Mac stiressed bhow
increasing producticn was part of good coemmunist work
and inseperable from winning the war against the Japen-
ese and the Kuominteng, The extracts from Mac's writi-
ngs and from writers cn China during the period capture
the essence of these principles in his sirategy for
defeatingz the enemies 0f the revolution while
eously laying the bs 131
The seccnd study sho

imult

over zgricaltural ccgpera

false is the cythodox picture of Mac as an ldealist,
utopian and extremist For example, the view that Mao
was anti-heavy indus: is discounted, and they descri-
ba his view, echoing harxf that gocoperation and the
class struggle to achieve if comstitutes a productive
force in its own right,

The third study coffers an appreciation of Mao's part in
the Cultural Revolu:iion. This section suffers from the
authors' fazilure to make clear that the overriding
reascn for Mao launching the Cultural Bevolution was to
initiate struggle againstthe revisicuist s in

3
si
leadership by wvelying on the nmasses. This ha
£ 1
X e

ess is apparent in the discussion © nltra-1 ism in
the Cultural Revolution, wherefor example, it i1s claimed
that it was Mao’s opposit101 to uitra-leftism which lad

him to atandon the moves in Shanghai and elsewhsre 15
recoastruct government on the model of the F aris Commune



There was on2 basic reason why Mac opposed the formaticon
of the Shanghsi commune and instead argued for the esta-
blishment of 2 revoluticnary committeg;as Mac himself
put it: "Communes are too weal when it comes {0 suppres-
sing counter-revolution”. {3)

The fourth study is written with the aim of showing that
Mao should be taken just as seriously as a Marxist theo-
rist and practician as e.g Lukaks or Gramsci. The auth-
ors point out that both Mac and Gramsci shared the demand
"that historical wmaterialism be understcod as practise,
that Marxism is & guide to action and not dagna, that we’
sheould learn it through applying it to the resclution of
prublems for the transformation of circumstances' (p96).
On the other hand, both Mao and Gramsci are criticised
for their 'bolshevik’ view of capturing the state, which
the authors maintain “diverts attention away from the
real rescurces which practica! materialists should assist
in making conscious and simultaneously unleashing. Those
real resources are the productive powers and energies of
s

the creators ¢f wealth which are currently constrained
and hampered by the crippiing restrictions of the divia-
la

&l
ion of labour, socially, technically, and culturaliy”" @3
Although this eriticiszm of the'Belshevik view of the

a3 s

state az being simply a sot of instituticos which need
to be captured is escsentially justified.(z criticism
which is more clearly elabcrated in their previous work),
the impiicaition ¢f the sbove passageseems tc question the
vesed for revolution and therefore

i £

e primary duty of

last the Look, 7On CTontracdi
the tws secilons and draws
in list Construc
Leate the relevanoce of
5 5

orical guestioens in ihke Inter
Much of the discussion is conce
between the C.P.C. and the

% 3

srion’ ,and with the stuggle
within the C,P.C Howsver
pourgesisis can arise within



equate, as is shown by their emphasis on foreigi trade
and diplomacy forming a fertile breeding ground of capit-
alist roaders, since this emphasis on access tc the exte-
rnal world negates the importance of the new bourgecisie
arising from within the ranks of the Chinese Communist
Party. In addition, the authors state their disbelief
that ' full capitalist restoration by external means,
even with internal assistance is probable;it has not tak-
en place in the U,S5.5.R. as any simple inspection of the
condition of working peoples lives will demonstrate”(4)
This. and other facile "evidence" for the continuaunce of
socialism in the U.S5.S.R. is all the more surprising in
view of the authors constant reiteration that 'Bolshevisn

inciuding the 'thought of Mao-Tse-tung’, has failed to
break completely from an analysis that doesn’t penetrate
beyond phenomena., Mac is particularly severely chastised
as "ceasing to be a marxist (however briefly)”, for his
remark that the U.S.S.R. was “a fascist state of th
Hitler type™.
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he final part ¢
in China since t
he progreamme of Ten
cieswnich are 131

ism, they maintain
e that the
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(2)See 'the Communist', Journal of the Central Committ-
-ee of the Revclutionary Communist Party, U. S§. A,
No.5, May 1979. p. 184,

(3} For Mao u.IIO.
(4} For Mao p.I22.

You ask me what the word
alienation means:

from birth you start dying

in order to live through a master

who selis you out; siart consigning
what you have- power, love, hatred-
so that vou may obtain

sex, wine, hearibreak.

it means you are beside yourself

but you think that you are

just your own seif, because

the wind undermines you, and you yield,

You may resisi, but a day

seems s century, which consumes Yyou,
what vou give away does not return
from whnere il lpaves.

Waiting is another life,

but there isn’'t -aneiher time:

you are time that disappears,

and that whicn remains is not you.
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BOOK ADVERTISEMENT

Marxiesm and Revolution

FROM MARX TO MAO TSE-TUNG: A Study im Revelutienary
Dialectics, by George Thomssn

A clear expagsitionm of the Marxist-Lemimia: evclwtﬂenary
outlook as cxpressed in the teach;?gs ef Harx, Engels,
Lenin, Stalin and Mae.

China Policy Study Group, 1975, 182p £0,90C
CAPITALISM ZND AFTER: The Rise and Fall ef Commodity
Producticn, by Geerge Thomson

An introduction te Marxist pelitical ecemomy as applied
to the transition frem capitalism te comrumnism,

China Pelicy Study Group, 1976, 14&5p £0.80
THE HUMAN E3SENCE: The Scurces of Science and Art, by
Gecxrge Thomzon

A Marxist suvalysis of the oxigins and development of
science and art.

China Policy Study Greup, 1574, llép £0.70

"

POLITICAL ECOMOMY, Marxist Study Courses (1931-32)

Originally published by the pre-vevisioerist Communist
Party of Crcat Britain as a series of stuly booklets,
this book provides ¢ detailed introductica to Marxian
poelitical econoimy.

Banaer Fress, 197%, 548p £3,60
WORK » A FOUR LETTER WORD?
A popular analysis and discussion of zlienatiemn.

Nottingham Communist Group, i2p £0.13
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TALIN, A Critical Assessment, by Bruce Franklim

An American Marxist-Leninist demolishes the reactionary
myths about this great revoluticonary leazder.

Nottingham Communist Croup, 22p £0.25
HOW CAPITALISM HAS BEEN REST(
3

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR THE WOR
ionary Communist Party, USA

ORED IN THE SOVIET UNION AND
D STRUGGLE, by the Revelut-
This is the most thorough-going, comprehensive amalysis
of this subject presently available, including an in-
depth theoretical examination and up-to-date factual
data.

RCP Publications, 1974, 156p £1.80

CUBA: The Evaporation of a Myth, by the RCP, USA

How Cuba has been transformed into a neo-colony and pawn
of Soviet seccial imperialism.

RCP Publications, 1576, 4Op £0.35

CRILE: An Attempt at "Historic Compromise", by Jorge
Palacios

The true story of the events leading up to the overthrew
of the Allende government, including a thoroughly
documented expose of the pro-Soviet Chilean Commumist
Party, and the triumph of the bloody Pinochet military
dictatership.

Norman Bethume Institute, 1979, 512p £2.95

AMERICA IN DECLINE: An Analysis of the Developments
Toward War and Revolution im the U,5. and Worldwide in
the 1950's

Thi analysis of
written by member
at the end of X

npe rlalLSP has heen
nd will be awvailable

&0 £5.95
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Contemporary China

§ CYINA STILL SOCIALIST?, by Nottingham Cemmuuist Greup

I
A Marxist-lLeninist analysis of events simce the death of
Mao in 1%76, .

A collection of articles and documents from Chinese
sources covering the critical serigd between the 10th.
Congress of “he Communist Party of China im 1973 and the
arrest of the "Gang of Four" im 1975,

Banner Press, 1978, 321 £4,35




MAC TSETUNG'S IMMORTAL CONTRIBUTIONS, by Bob Avakiam

A penetrating presentation from a Marxist-Leninist point
of view of Mac's revolutionary theory and practice.

RCP Publications, 1979, 342p £3.60

A BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA
(1974)

Writter in Shanghai as pavt of a study programme in tke
fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tse-tung Thought
for educated vouth going to settle in the countryside,
this book is a succinct presentation of the line of the
revolutionary forces in Chima. Thus it has now been
bannec inside China,

¥

Notrman Bethume Imstitute, 1976, 222p £2.90
Prices are inclusive of postal charges.
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