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THE WORK OF THE MAREH PLENUM

coa e
R

: On March 32nd, 23rd and 24th, 1941, the National Committee of
.the Workers Party held its second National Plenum since the Party's
~found-tion. The Plenum regquire? a day beyond the original schedule
in ¢6rder to complete the entire agenda. ' The gathering was one of
the most fruitful in the history of the revolutionary moveatn in
United States and betokens real vnossibilities for the swifter ad-—
‘vancement of our Party in_the coming period. L

" The Agenda, tHough pbverihg'many”questidns,.ﬁas‘disﬁoéed of ad-
equately. The Agenda of the Plenum was as follows: ,
1. Report on the resolution on the Poiifiéal'Sithatipn and the
- Tasks of the Party;..comrade Shachtman, reporter. ..

2. " Report on tﬁéfsfaﬁé and work of the Party.and on the‘Preés.

Reporter, Harry Allen

.a.t:Sﬁppiemehtéry;fépért'bnEPréss.bY;Biliings.
.b.. Report of the Finance Department.by Demby.

3. Report on Negro Work, by Mann.
4. Report on Educ2tional. Work by Gates.: .. . .. ... .
8. Report on'Refugee Work by Elsie Dinsmore -
6., International Report by Henry Judd. .
6. Report on Trade Union work by Coolidge
.7.. Report on Youth.by Nevins. . . . - - T
8. Rcports on Russian. Question ¢ by any comnittce .member pre-
scnting a resolution on the question.
© In addition, time was provided for special reports or appeals
by, or in connection with the Sherman group, . Dwight Macdonald, Local
Akron. DR i R .

~ - POLITIOAL REPORT

wh o ies e i

. The resolution on .the Political Situation has becen published in
.Labor Action. After a full discussion, the resolution was adopted
unanimously,. togethcr with some-.of .the ~mendments proposed in the
discussion, - T L T I TR SN

e

Amcndments ~nd discussion on the Political Resolution conccrned
themsclves with the slogan’ of the L=bor Party; the. slogan.of 30-30
and the sliding scalc:of wages; and particularly. the question of our
Attitude toward thé Communist Party - morc precisely, toward the
Communist workers in the Unions. The tenor of the brief remarks on
the Labor Party slogan were -toward a greagter applification of. the
trends for or against thé devcélopment of a Labor Party movement in.
this pecriod, although there was also an cxpression of opinion for a
change of the position of .the Party on this question.. In.a few
~instnces, proposals or ‘suggcations from the floor.were referred +6
the Political Committce for possible rccasting or revision of the -
final draft of thc Political Resolution in linc with the proposals
from the floor, The Politic-l rcsolution scrved as the guide in the
discussion of all other questions Before the Plenum, cven.as the
Political Rcsolution is ‘the basc for the Propram of Action and tho
other spccific nctivitics and proposnls in ~11 ficlds of work. Com-
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;rqdo Shachtman rcpormed for thc Politicﬂl Gonmlttpc' Qn thc.Political
~ rcgolution. ‘

The sccond point on thc nAgenda was a detailed report on the past
work of the Party natlonmlly, ‘and " the status of our orvanlzﬂtlon and
press (Labor Action and The New Intcrnational) today. Comradce

- "Harry Allen rcported for the comaittce. In- this report attention
*“ was drawn  to the Program” of Action. of tho Auvust, 1940 Plcnun, and
- the extent to which the Program had been carried out, in lifc. 1In

the period between the Aurust and March Plcnums, the main objcctives

‘ of the, Program of Action were, QOCOﬁpllshed.

?.ii.“Partlcularly, tbc task of malntmlnln Labor Actlon as
- pweckly.:

'.72}'5The proatly inoreased Prolet~rinn1zution of thc Pmrty, de-

: ©."velopment of spécific industr1a1 concentration .points.
- -3+ -~ The: organizatlon of the Party's propgganda and agltatlon
- fiwork around ‘the” 1nti-war progran, ..
4, . The. development of National and reglonal tours (even beyond
" -the program)t  National Tours by -Shachtman: and .Coolidge;
" ‘the toure By Henry Judd to the .Orient. and one oomrade to
‘the Latin Amcrlown COuntTIOB.;jﬁijgﬂ o o w

‘‘‘‘‘

The Organizatlon Rencrt mmde olear that the soclnl comp051t10n of
the Party had changed grently towwrd thwt of = membershlp 1n ‘the fac-

) tories ﬂnd nllls.;;. L

Serious work had been carried on in vzrious locnlitices in the
Nemgro Areas, but a greater central direction wns required,

The Educational activities, so far as the Center 78 concerned,
hnad been spasmodic. The development of the educational work in a
systenatic, centralized manner was an 1nportent requiremacnt for the

next perlod.
THE PARTY'S WORK

The Party had- deClOpCd unusually well, considering the circum-
stances of a prc-war ~nd war devclopment. The losscs had becn trivial
and thc Party had carried on its antidwar strun 'gle actively. The
#3¢gple apainst the stroam, howevcr, was only bezinninz, as would
be shown in the futurc in- thc cndcavors to CAITy throuvh the anti-
war agitation of thc Party among the masscs. In the mext period, as
the ncw Propram of Action makes clear, it is imporative to spread
our prcss more 7idely, p~rticularly Labor Action,~with thc objecctive
of at lcast doubling our circulation in the immcdiatc period ahcad.

.Extcntion and maintenance of the New Intcrnmtlonal at 32 pancs
is 2ls0 an inportant task for thc future.

Colonization of our forces, pwrtioulwrly in Lynn and Dctroit, and
-also, if possible, in Cleveland and Pittsbursh was decided upon by
the Plcnum. ,

The third N-~tional Tour orrwnizod by the Workers Pﬂrty, namely,
comradc Shachtman's tour (already under way) is one of the simmifi-
cant anti-war and orrﬂnizwtlonql cfforts of thc Party for the next
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The discussion on all aspects of the orpmenization and prese re-
port And on thec Program of Action made it amply clear th~t ghc lcad-
“ing mombers undcrstood the necessity for the devclopmcnt of the
;-loc~1 work also around the amithtional and propa,andﬂ}slo mans Con-

, tained in the Political Resolution. Public imceting s, (city or neigh-
borhood) for instance, instcad of beins ormanized around all our
rencral slomans and proaram,. should be ormanized- concretely around
onc or two of the transitional slorm~ns. bikecwisc, this was under-—
@,stood as rcquircd in any local 1itcr~turc that mipght be issued.

, . The issuance of pamphlets, 7hich the or anlzation had failed to
.get out in the past period, was remarded as an indispcnsible nced
for the coming period, The pamphlets required, in the opinion of
all, wwerc not only popular agitational literaturc, but also funda-
;nental matcrial on the principles and prosrammatic position of the
recvolutionary socialist movcment.' Hence the Prorram of Action calls
for a scrics of pamphlets of a vzricd naturc anc¢ scopc.

g In the dlscusslon of the specific- localltlcs, it was emph181zcd
that a colonization of qualificd ecomradcs was neccssary in Lynn,

Massachusetts, in order to lay stwonper political foundations for

our movcment. There, trade union work of a varicd kind is being

carricd on intensively and extensively, but the comrades are not

able to devote the neccssary time to the buildine of our Party, with-

out which the valuc of the unqucstioned 1arnc armmount of mass work

would tcnd to bccomo nullificd.

o In vicw of the sipnificance of Dectroit in the industrial -nd

" political situation, the Plenum apgreed-thrt a concentration of people
to build a unit in Detroit was 1nd1spon51ble. Adcditional suppert

- throush qunlificd comrades was required in Cleveland, and the Party
is to cndcavor to find thc necess~ry persons, This is likewisc the
casc in Plttsburﬂh in ordcr to 1ﬁy sound foundﬁtlons for 2 Pnrty
unit. :

Decspite thu dlfflcultlvs today in recruitine~ new forces into the
Party, it,v-s ﬁcmonstr%fed, by  the nuaber of nmeimbers who had been .
rcecrutted into the: Pdarty in rccent months, that rccruitment of new
clenments was pOSSlblb 1f SYStGﬂ“th cffort as aarrlod on nwith po-
tential ﬂcdbors.' ~

- Scveral citics hﬂd mzﬂe conszdcrzblc prorn rcss in strcn~thoning
and consolid~tion #4hc' ormanization and extendins~ of activitics.,
Locnal New York stood out. in thc systoematic distribution’ of Labor
Action =t Brewster Air Craft. Likewissc the Labor Action School and
the Forum had becn very successfule Local New York'!s procsram of
action for the .next pcriod calls for incre asin~ the nuinber of fac-
torics where Labor Actlon is to be remul~rly distributed.. Thie is a
very larze order, but the - City Ormanization nevecrtheless has made
this its ~oal. - Nefro work hzs also bucn plﬂnnoﬂ'_lth greater care
and hopc. for morc results, o . - B

' The Los An~cles ormanization pqrtlculﬂrly J%f“ forward steps in
interrating a larme number of members into basic 1ndustry, with the -
conscquent development of more and scrious 1ndustr1°1 nctivity; it
has also cmrrl 21 on consistent cduc~tional work, Thc St. Louis or-
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manization, besides conducting its local work, has been rcsponsible
for the wide distribution of our litcrature, papcrs, lcaflets, ctc.-
: amon~ .thcishare~croppers in Southeast Missouri. Local Philadelphia,

¢ with two Branches, hasvcarriedibn¢consistent,'rounded activity, Its

. forum, cogered mainly by local -speakers, has been a success. Dis-

E  tribution’ of Labor Actior’ at an important ‘factory has been. carried

5 through very effectively.” Union contact there has been established.

=  Several new members were recruited ih the past vperiod. Local Bhila-—
delphia is confident of -even better deévelopments and activities. 1In
Buffalo a Branch of the Party has been slowly but steadily built up
till there arc now eight members, cnarly all of whom are active in
two basic industriee.- The organization and devclopment of the
Buffalo unit has been one of the very good aspects of the past pericd.

 This covers a few of ‘the highlights on thc organization sidc.
The organization rcvort by’ comrade Allcn:was guopnlcmentcd by nddition-
~-al Jreports on Labor Action ‘<nd - The New International by Billings, and
a drcport on financcs by 'Demby. -Exccrpts from the financial report
are inclugcd in this bulletin, and speak for themselves., Scrious
cfforts at stabilizing thé income ‘and cxpcnse of the organiz~tion
hage been! mads. - The Party- is morc awarc than before that financinal
difficultics sre followed by organizational and political aifficul-
tics as well., - While 2 pocd” sh~Te ‘of -the mdmbershin is doiny its
utmost f@r thc maintcnnnce of: -the pregs and organiz-tion, thore are
still many members who 20 not ¢ATry out thoir finnncial oblig~tions
_ to thc organiz~tion ‘to the cxtent th4t-is both possiblc and nccessary.

. . ~~ THE PRESS ‘

Gomrade Billing's Teport concerned, itself with the problem of in-
oreasing ‘the circulationsof Labor Action. :In recent months the c¢ir-
culationééf-Labor Action increased steadily, largely because of fac-
tory disttibutions and, contact work.- The experiences in this work
made it alear that it is entirely possible to double the circulation
of Labor Action in the coming period. The largest number of Labor
Zotion so far published was 7500 copies of the Negro number, and on
two or three occasions £00C copies for special factory and strike
distributions. In reccpt weeks, 4,000 -4,500 ¢

opies have become a-
verage runs. - But .it must be. remembered,. also, that the issues have
been run according -to .ocders placed, and this indicated both a sta-—
bilization of and systea for circulation. A circulation of 8,000 to
9,00C is thé goal of thz Plenum for the next period.

The future of the Now Interhatipnal is tied up with the ability
of the members tb;inbreaseithe;cirdulation,by several hundred copies
in the coming wecks. The Plenum decided to ratify -the proposal of
the Political Committee. to inérease the -size of the magazine from 16
to 33 pages. This will makc possible the issuance of the kind of
rounded magazineVthat“is,neoéssarya“‘Unquestiqnably, a large financle
undertaking whioh can, howevcr;.be_:esolved_invthe‘maln by increasinf

the circulation by many hundred copies: IR

. o

The,magazine was Briticized from s everal aspects, but it wvas
generally recognized that a 16 page magazine has 60 many limitations
‘that it was impossible to get out: thé kind of magazine\neqqssary frow
a political ‘and theorttical standpoint. With a 33 page magazine, hov
_ever, everyone expreéssed confidence that an outstanding theoretical
organ of Marxism would now'be forthcoming. - = R
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FLOOR _DISCUSSION THOROUGH

4

The discussion from the floor was precige and to the point on the
various problems, and specifically on what the Program of Action pro-
posed for adoption by the Plenum. There was discussion as to the
manner in which the transitional slogans of the Politifal resolution
could be put actively into life by the various Branches and localities
Ways and mcans are indicated in the Program itself on this point.

The discussion on the organization and press reports lasted almost
three hours.

One of the points in the organization report concerned itself
with the internal situation in Akron. There the Party has two Branch-
es— the Debs and Trotsky Branches. The Debs Branch, in the last two
or three months, began to develop activities, particularly in the dis-
tribution of Labor Action and in the Negro field. The Trotsky Branch

has consistently carried on activity in the various field@without fan-
fare. The prospects for unusual growth of the Akron organization are

bright, provided an outworn internal situation is finally resolved.
The August, 1940, Plenum dedided, upon the insisténce of the Debs Branc

embers, to divide local Akron into two sgparate Branches, the Debs
Qrancﬁ thembers expregs ng %hg view tha% %hgs wogld be the’best way to

resolve past difficulties. Although the August Plenum had grave
doubts agout the wisdom of- this step, it decided to permit the exper-
iment for a limited period. The March Plenum reviewed the Akron sit-
uation and arrived at the decision that another measure was neceseary
to resolve the . situation whioh hinddrs the development of Party work
to the extent that is entirely possible. The Plenum therefore unani-
mously decided that the present two branches shall be reorganized into
two new mixed branches. The Trotsky Branch in advance, declared its
acceptance of any decision of the Political Comm8ttee or Plenum in its
attempts to resolve the Akron situation.

Both Branghes have been advised of the decision of the Plenum,
and informed to effect the reorganization by April 10th. Prospects
for very good development of all kinds of activities in Akron are
bright, but depend in a good measure upon the results of the propcsed
reorganization. . :

On the Negro work, comrade Mann reported. Here the problem reste
on the orggnization of a better functioning National Negro department,
together with the cooperation of the lccals. Several cities « Chicago
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimere, Washington, Los Angeles and o?hers~
carry on Negro work to a greater or lesser extent. Chicago particu-
larly has been active among Negro masses. But the locals havec not bee
funotioning sufficiently under the direction of a National Ncgro De-
partment, and the locals on their part, have not sent in, regularly,
information as to their work and policy. The Plenum took steps to-
ward the establishment of a stronger Negro Department. This has now
become feasible because of the availability of personnel now to func-
tion in this field of work. Comrades expressed the view that a Nat-
ional rathering of Negro members of the organization, and other com—
rades largely involved in the Negro work, was desirable. Spch a con~
ference can possibly be consummated in a reasonably early time; and -
then, both policy and matters of organization - such as relate, for
instance, to the creation of broad (non-party) local Negro orzanizat-
ions - can be settled more completely. The Plenum also voted to ini-
tiate a diccussion cn the Negro Question in a Negro Department Bulle-
tin. Thic discucsion shall consist of an exchange of experiences cf
Branches doing Negro work, followed by a digcussion on a Programmatic
position on the Negro Question. 82
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Algco, in recpect tc the organization of broad, non~-party Nciro

‘organizations, the Plenum voted that such efforts be made in onc cr

two specific lccalities, under the direction of the Naticnal Negro
Department and the Political Committee, for the purpose of experiment.

Elsie Dinsmcre reported on the progress of the work on behalf of
Refugees. Ccnsiderable work had been undertaken and accomplished.
Several hundred dollars were raised tc aid refugees in many ways, and,
also, through the work of the committee, visas had been cbtained for »
great many refugees in the varicus European ccuntries. The propcsals
submitted by Comrade Dinsmorc on behalf of the Refugee Committee for
the advancement of thic work were accepted by the Plenum. Among these
recommendations were propcsals tc have, wherever possible, socials cor
dinners for the benefit ~f the refugee work on @omrade Shactman's
anti-war tour. A 1lso, the Party is to set aside twc weeks in which
members shall engage in refugee campaign werk.

Comrade Gates repcrted cn the Educational wcrk, which, he pointecd
out, had been carried out sporadically, so far as the National Educa-
ticnal Department was concerned. The main immediate problem igc the
gathering together of comrades whe will be in a position tn devole a
very larze part of their time, if not exclusively, to the Educational
work, which becomes mere imperative than ever as a vital need of the
orgen®zation. The Program of Action is explicit on the pampllets to
be issued for public use, and,besidec, a program for the issuance of
internal cducational material wag discusced.

In regard to the manner in which our Party was concerned with
matters of the Fourth International, a report is given separately in
this bulletin. The International Bulletin igssued by the Committce for
the Fourth International has dealt, among other things, with the trip
of Sherman Stanley; the Latin-American tour im not yet completed: The
Plenum wac informed nf the adoption of a manifesto on the World Wer by
the American Committee for the Fourth International. It was decided
tc publish this manifesto in an early number of Labor Action.

In additicn, a report was received frem this cormittee on the
state of the Fcurth Internationalisct movement. The Plenum decided t¢
submit this report to the Internal Bulletin for the information of the
menmbership.

APPEALS FROM_DECISIONS

In thc ccurse of the Plenum, appeals from decisions d®f the Poli-
tical Committec were presented and discussed.

Comrade Carter presented an appeal from the decision of the Pol-
itical Committec in regard to ite attitude toward the Sherman group.
The statement of position of the Political Committee cn this.quest}on
is being issued separately, and the members can become acquainted in
detail with this matter. The New York memberchip had an.opportunlty
for two membership meetings at the time the Sherman faction openly

‘decided to abandon a revolutionary program and organization and to -

join the Socialist Party. Comrade Carter's appeal was direcped, ngt
afainst the pclitioal position of the Political Committee, with which
he is in accord, but on wayc and means to deal with the Sherman group.
The Political Committee position regarde the anti-iarxist, anti-Bol-
shevik views , and the advocacy therof, cf the Sherman group, aS'ln“
compatible with memberchip in the Workers Party. Comrade Carter o
position was that if such comrades stocd ready to abide by the disci-

&3
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plinc of thc organizcation, they should be permitted to roemcoin in
the organizatlon, The Plcnum rcjected comradc Cnrter's anpeal and
upbol? the docision of the Politicul Cormittcc. (Sce qtt chcd docu-
ments ' .

Comrade Hacdonald prosimted oot terwnt of his vicws to thc
Plenum, cnd thc plenun furthoer g ve opportunity to him to appcar be-
forec it to cxpress his divergence from the Party on the nanncr in
which it dcalt with hin and hiu work., Thc Political ‘Committcc has
largely conceornced itsclf with the problom of comradc i.acdonald's
relation to ond conception of rclmtions with o Bolshevik Party. The

Party has at no time tokion any organizational or disciplinary mea-
suros toward comradc Hdedonald, but has put forward its position
that the cormmittcc has the right and duty to rcguloate the politiceal
cetions of any member, cs, for instoncc, onc who cdits a non=porty
publication. Rccent intcrnal bulletins ‘gave -amplc data inrcspcet-to
Eho yct unrosolvod difflcultics bctwcon comrudo Iucdonﬁld cnd the

"‘.I'ty. ‘ . I e e S . ) o ’

Comr? dc Shachtnan proscntcd tho 0oint of viow of the Politiﬁal Commi-,
ttccs The Plenum unchnirously affirmed tho position of thc Politiczal
- Committee in 1its detlings with comrade liacdonzld. Comrade Carter

. moved to eriticizc comrade Johnson for his criticisim of Macdonald in

the NI, * The motion was defeated by the Plenum. By comrion condent

of the Plcnum and comrade liacdonzld, matters wers left standing with
the stutements' of vicws and’ cl“rificution, with an cffort to be nade
concrctely to clﬂrifY or réaolve, in the .very ncor futurc, the mattor
of conrzde Maedoncld's work ond rclations with the orgonization.  The
Political Committcc is authorizcd to discuss with comrcde licedoncld
his work on Purtis.n Revicé/ and’ 1n tho P.rty for & solution on a more
satisfactory basis. o

" " TRADE UNION ACTIVITY

David Coolidgc reportcd on the Tride Union rcesolution .and the
union work of the Purty. Thc resolution his been printced in Labor
Action, «nd thc conrades.will no doubt rcad ond study thc rcsolution.
The report brought forth® considcrcble dlucu331on, particularly in
thosc citics that were cngoged considerably or to o grooter cxtent
then cvery beforc, in trode union work; such as Lynn, Los Angcles,
New York, Buffalo, Akron “nd Philudclphi:.. Discussion dovolopcd
~on thc uocial significancc of thc strikes now going on in thc wer
industrics, and in the strikes that will undoubtcdly breok in‘ohher
trodes tnd industrics. Eaphasis was placcd on the impcerative re-
quircncnt for Party monbers to integrite themsclves tnd to tako ac-
tive part in the Labor moviaent. Those vho have hod the opportunity
to function in thc labor :rovciient and the strike strugcolcs in the
rceent period, reilizce norc thon cver thot industricl or trade union
cetivity is the najor ficld of work for the rocvolutionist, both in theo
‘day to day strugglcs and in the ultinate gocl of socifl rcvolution.

: The Westchecater Friction brought before the Plimua on ~ppcal fron
thce declsion of the Politicnl Cormittcc on policy in thc tcuchers
union. Thc position of the Yestchester froction wis 'gcvorsc the
position of the Political Committcce; and to give crithé supnort to
the National Exccutive Cormittce of the union, und to vote "ycs" on

- 84
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the rcfercndun for the ckpuision of loﬁai 5 from thé union, -The
Plonuna unaonirously rejccted | the appecal of thc Westchester froction,
and supportcd thc policy of the Politicul Committoc,(gnq;cntod

{
-

R SO
ks Lo badi i e

in dctall in our prcssde- . _ S
éy The rcport ofi the ¥PSL was given by'Noving, Ni¥idndl'SCCPOt&PY of

the Yough. - Chicf intorcst in his Toport was concentrited on the

proposals being considercd by the National Youth comaittce to scnd,

over a period of timc, about 40 rembirs to other citis, "there to go
f  into industry und to asaist in thc formotion of YPSL unitas.

~+The -finaly point on-the agondaAqoncCrnod itsclf with reports and
discussions on thc Russian qucstion. - Rgpsolutions or motions on the.
Russian question werce introduccd by .corradés Max Shochtnan, J.R.
Johnson, Joc Cartcr and Frank Demby. Each of tha 'werce given rcpor-
L torial rights. Thc rcports and discussion consuricd scveral hours.
t ~No 'vot¢ wzg taken on any rcgolution .or motion. . It was dccided to

continuc.thc discussion in an cducational manncr, ‘togother with the -
.. preoscntation of resolutions.of the various viegws, A d¢cision on the
E official position of the :Party, following the ‘discussion, is to be

taken. at.-the forthcoming Nationcl .Convention of the Workers Party.

f . Thc Plonum also voted:for the donvening of the.2nd National con-

£ < vention of the Workers Party 'sonc' timc during 1941, .and roferrcd

f - tho mattcr of cxact date, ‘procecdurc ahd agenda to . thd inconing Pol-

i itical Cormittceo, for zetion.. .4 mofion was dlso pisscd.to begin the

b - irmcdiatce preparcation of -thc Prognan, -principles’ and Constitution
for adoption at the convention, o o

The three day plecnun formed an important part in the dcvecloprment
of thc Workers Party toward political- and-orgunizational consolidao-

tion on Bolshovik foundabtiomgy~- ™"

Every momber, from. the Iational Cormaittcce through the ranks, rmust
. work at his tasks with a resolutec.will, paticntly, over and over -
L . cgain; toke his proper place and turn, and "grind out thc grain' for
¥ thc rcovolutionary novcrent, . Onward and forwardl, L

¥ April 3ra, 1941 . - .00 UUHdrey Allgn
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PROGRAM OF ACTION FOR TH: WORKERS PARTY
- Pleatum March 22nd - 23rd, 1941

. The Political resolution of thc Workers Party scts forth the
main political tasks. of thc Party,. The Program of Action is the
~ concrete applic~tion of the poli'tical rcsolution., I, the period
- between now 2nd the next Plenun (or conven'tion),’ the Party must
attempt to reach larger numbers of working wcoole thon every be-
. . fore, to;explaiq our anti-w-r program ~nd rcvolutionary soci~lism.

The. immédiate, objectives of the orgnizstion arc the follow-
~ing: ' DR . o e 2

»

z N . .

public~tion must continue as the major objective.

L ' I. LABOR ACTION: The maintenance of Lebor, Action ~s = weckly

4 | " o double the circulation of our mejor agita-

4 “ tion2l =~nd propag-nda instrument,” Labor Action, in the next four
months. . The following.methods, followed. systematicolly, cnn
c~sily rcsuit,inTthc;doﬂplingfof,the‘papér“s;szles ~nd distribu-

_“tion:

fﬁﬁvng;' E-ch ﬁﬁi%yfuﬁit'éhaii'iﬁb;%aSO itéiprﬁseﬁt,gﬁotd,Of papers -
2 with ~dditional copics.nt 1¢ per copy for. this period, to bc dis-
E ~-  tributed as followg: .. 0 o RN

1. WhérQVenfprSiblq;jsdlcct“’onéaor_moréjfactdries for the

rcgular distribution 2t speeific hours, of Labor Action. Reg-
E ‘ul-~rly corricd shrough, such distributions will bring rcsults.
[~ -~ This hhs'~lre=dy been -~ttdsted to in” various cities.

' 2.. Union Halle. ‘Sélect, one or #ore union h~lls, preferably
£ o' " those of bagic industrics,.for the salé ~nd distribution, cach
e - week, of = quantity of Labor. Actions. . The ‘samne halls should
¥~ .Dbe covered regularly.’ Shifts should not be made becruse of lack
~of results, to begin with, nt the import-nt, uhion hnalls.

: 3. Unionists, "Endcavdr to sclect n group of unionists ~nd
o ~try to cover thcm e=ch wecek with Labor Action. Th-t is, obtrin
thc n=ncs of a group of longshorcmen, s=ilors, =uto-workcrs or
othcer uniohists, ~s ‘thc ¢2se m~y be, ~nd endeavor to have them
rcccive Labor Action e~ch weck; dclivering the vapér to their
homcs,-;f neeagsary,. or arranging. to m~il the paper.

4. Contacts - Neighborhood circul=tion, Housc to housc or
-gonthet work. . "Every mcmber of thc.orgonization, Bnléss spco-
- ifically. nbgplved” for good c-usc by.a highcr body,.shall be
. obliged tach wock $6 chg~ge in contact or housc to housc c-n-
~vassing and distribution of Labor Action., An arfca sh~ll be
sclceted by cach branch, and cbveréd cach'w.ock by the s~me
mcmborg, if possiblc, with Labgr.Apt;on. e

'Contnct work, 1lthough Tcquiring ‘paticnée ~nd although the
resulte arc menager to start with, is ~n imdort-nt activity for

: ~-GVSry -membex, partiocularly.-now.. It is not.alw~ys possiblc, -t
.7 thé present timc;”to.ébnductLWBry';ﬁfthq}publip manndr desir-
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able =nd other ways must be utilized to re~ch the broad mnsscs of
workers. House to housc contact work c¢~n be carricd on by cvcry
singlc member without difficultics. “This is 4 minimum oblig-tion
‘. for cach member, | ) S LT '

- -7 Each branch should sclcit a territory and assign committces of
mcembers to visit thesc specificd wrcnas. A Unit of cven 8 or 10
E. members on casily cover from 50 to 100 families per wcek, whether
. °  distributing.thc papers or cngaging in discussion ~l1lso, if the
b opportunity affords itsclf. L I
In many cities, where somc types of publiec activitics arc lim-
~ited by cxisting conditions, cont-~ct work hns proved possiblc nnd
fruitful. -In due-céurso, s~lcs will f.llcw and. ~lso- discussions
and 'possible. reeruitment, . N o

,}‘is,- éub§6r1ptioﬁsi.fTépﬁbik fbr'ﬁodfhdﬁ»shbsdriptions ﬁy the
“‘:next.plcnu.,ABusinessiMﬁnngemcnt to furnish/ det~ils,

"B, Advantage shnll be t-ken of thée Shachtman National Tour

to increase the circul~ntion, »nd oarticularly the subscription
... .1ist, of LABOR ACTION., Any ocrson who prescnts 2 paid admission
7.7 7%0 a Shachtman mceting sh~l11, with the ,addition~l payment of
c= -20¢ reccive a three month subscription'to thc p~ver. The spcc-
. 1al subscription offer of ~ thrce month subscription .to Labor
* Action for 35¢ shall continuc as atiprcscnt. S

“3 II. EDUCATION: In the. following period, thc theorctical enlighten-

ment ~nd development of our own membership and: symmathizers, nre

. among the highly important tasks of the Party-... Courage alonc in

. ‘opposition to the war, although absolutecly a prercouisite, will not

& - 'sufficc. . A thorough knowledge of our program =and princivlcs becomes

- the nccessary foundation in maintaining the organiza=tion ste-~df-st
in the struggle ag-inst the stream; this apvlics to cvery member of
the org-nization.. L S o : A o

Towards this end, ‘tht fdllowing spocific me~surcs must bc ecarrice
- cute ' T ‘ ‘ -

"~ A. "To cxpand and maintqin-ﬁh@wyéw‘Internationzi ~s ~ 32 pagc organ,

=

- B. To incrcase the circulation of our theorctical organ, thc New
Intern-tional, by 500 Additional copies ¥efore the next plenum. 1In
reality this is a low objcctive, but 500 edditional re~dors mean at .
lcast 500 morc persons who can be cduc~ted in the besic doctrincs of
revolutionary socialism, ' : : :

C. To obtain at lemst 150 morc subscriptions within 60 days nfter
the plenum. The New Internationnl Busincss ianagement will furnish
“the detaiils, ' ' ' "

‘gf;f_D. PamphlctsE The NétionalvEducation Dépirtmcnt shall issue the
following pamphlets, 1¢ or otherwise, to meet the cducationnl require.
. ments of our meoubershiy and theiworkers we can rc~ch ~t this point.
;ﬁ;,; . . e - o 87
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1. A popular pamohlet on thc program of the Workers Pirty for
. general distribution to the average "OTKCIS..

8. War 2and thc Working Cl-~ss - o fundamentnl pmmbhlct rc-
vicwing the principled ~nd orogrmmatic position of rcvolu-
tionnty socizlismzon thc oucstion of w-r,

" '3, 'Thc ABC ‘of Marxism - o panphlet sctting forth popul-rly
thc fundamental doctrincs of Marxism. :

4.  Thc Conscript and thc;Waf - qucstions ~nd ~nswors to
Dr~ftece. o : :

e .

5. How to Combnt Fascism - n program for workers. :
... 8+ A Biogr-phical p~auphlct on the work ~nd role of L.D.Trotsky

E, Proo~g-nda Le~flets. The National Office ~nd ~lso the Loc-1
orgnnizations or Branches shall makc cvery cffort to issuc printed
or mimcographed le~flets on tha issuce of the day, o~rticul~rly ro-
lated to the claboration of the Transition-l slognns or dcmands
contrined. in the Politic4l Resolution.

‘Fo In line with *h¢ nccoessity to decvelov ‘the thecoretic~l know-
ledge of our members ~nd sympnthizcre, -it is imwort~nt th-t in c-cl
city thcre shnlli be orgnnized ‘the following: L

- 1. Onc or mor: clmsscs nlong thc linos of ‘tho Labor Action

“ . Institute in New York, or ~s in Los Angclces, Akron, Chicngo.

3s Ench Branch sh~ll org-nizc ~ cl-~ss:dcaling with currcnt
"issucs nd/or the fundamental issucs =nd preoblems of the moves
mcnt. Such classcs sh-~11l be held. irrcesvcctive of th:s size of
the unit. Outsiders shnll be invitcd.

.G, Wherever possible, public fofums shmll be orgqnized and lce-

turcs given rogularly, s long ns possiblc..
III. PUBLIC AGITATION' iND PROPAGAND.. AG.INST THE WaR:

A. In ordor to sct forth.to the —orkcrs the vosition of thc
Workcrs Party in ovpositidn -to the imp:ri-list 7~r -~nd forth-
. conming Amcrican prrvicipntion in it, thc plonum vrovos:ts ~n-
other Nationnl Tour shall be organized immedi-tely following
- the plenum, with ihe Nntionol Scerctrry ~s thc spenkcr. This
may bo the lagt groat opportunity, beforc dircct ~nd formnl
Amcric~n marticipation in the w-r, for thc W orkors Party to
statec its cnse ~g-inst imperi-~list v r to thc vwide wa~se of
workers, : . L e . :

IV. COLONIZ.TION.

A, The intepsific~tion of. 'the trrdeo union.sctivitics of ~11 our

membsrs is more: import~nt ~nd signific-nt tod-y th~n cver beforc
The opportunitics for particip~tion in th. labor movemcht by vir-
tunlly ~11 our membors nrciopen’ ne nover beforc. The Nntion-l
Orgnniz-~tion nust systemntically cnde~vor to colonize spccific
oitics -~ith thc objcet of building or devcloping ~ Party unid, ~nd
for mor: systcmatic trnd union ork in the besio industricé. Wwh-t
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" oan bo donc in the 7~y of ch-nging thc socinl composition of our

orgnniz~tion ~nd drawing thc nembers into r :eponsiblc union ~ctiv-
ity in thc basic industrics, has nlrc dy becn shovn in tho v-st

.. period; but the dircction must be wore versistcnt =nd conscious

L

"’in th: next vncriod.

... i quickly ~s mossiblc thc following cities, in thnt order, mus’

“be strengthened,.or an initi~l bnsie 1~id =rith ncxw forces; scnt

there, if nececss-ry, by transfer from othc; cities:

Lynn, bctroit, Clévclﬂnd, Pittsbuigh, Connccticut. (Scc trade
Union Resolution for detniled policy ~nd PTOLT M, )

V. ' NEGRO WORK:

The next period must c~11l for a further intcnsification of our

- Negro , work. .-

A. Rcoruitument: To ~im to recruit 25 ndditional Negro workers
into the Partyrby thc next plenum.

_ B. The National Neéro Dopartment shall issuc popular 1¢
_.prmphlet on the subjcct, "Thc Workers Party and the Negro".

-~ Other concrctc provos-ls rclated to the Negro Work (such ~s
the m~ttor of o full-tinac Negro Department Organizer, =~ :onthly
Negro Bulletin, n~ National Tour undcr the ~uspiccs of the Negro
Department, ~nd the problcm of the formntion of non-partisan
Negro groups on ~ locnl sc~lc have been referred to the N-tional
Negro Dcpartiment for considcr~tion ~nd fin~l proposals, cithcr %

~the Plenum itsclf, or following thc Plenunm.

Vi. YPSL aND THE PaRTY:

A. The immcdintc problem of party-youth rcl-tions is to ~cheiw
a closer working rel-tion betwicen thc » rty ~nd thc youth movc-
ment, mith the particular objcctiwe of acheiving progrom-
matic ~nd idcological soundness in the Youth movement on the
basic principle of MHarxism. = ' ‘

B. Thc Party must assist in thc maintcnancc and cxtcnsion of
The Challenge of Youth ~s ~ prercquisitc for propagandn and
ngit~tion of our movenent, particularly on the wr qucstion.

VII. L.BOR DZFENSE AND REFUGEZ '“ORX:

In order to lay = better found~tion for the defonsc, when re-
quircd, of our ovm forc:s, ~s wcll ~s to ronder systematic 2id to
1bor victins of the tlnss strugglc ~nd to thc refugecs, the plen-
um proposcs: ‘

a4 Every branch throughout thc country sh~ll agsign menbers
to join and function in thc Workcrs Biefconsc Lenguc,

B. That e~ch Branch shall ~ssign at lcast onc mcmber who shall
be concerned "ith thc oromotion of activitics nncd the objective
of the refugec comaittce which wie are ziving our supoort to,
the Committce for Encrgency aid to Refupcecs. 89
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VIII. ORGANIZATIONAL MANUEL: 4n orgnnization mnnucl shall be
prceparcd for the carlics possible issuance ~fter the Plenws

IX. FINANCES:

o greater stnbiliz~tion of our finances, in order to assurc
the continuation ~nd cxtcnsion of our press, Labor Action and The
New Intcrnational, =nd the issuance of other litcrature, parivhlets
and le~flets, is imperative in the immedinte months ahead, and for
the maintenance and extension of our all-too-small national staff,
Toward this cnd, incre-scé payment of the prosent 10% Income Tax
nust be achicved at once.

additional broposzls apropos financial m~tters will be forth-
coming from thc Nation2l Finance Department,

X. SLOGANS;

The Party in the next pcriod must pive especial attention to
the propnz-nda a2nd ~git-~tionnl slogans contnined in thc politiecnl
resolution.  These slognns ~re the basis for thc practicnl orz~ni-
zation of Party ~ctivities, Concretely thcse slozans should be
used 2e the subject of articles and cditorinls in the press. Local
branches should sclect the ~npropriate slog~ns from thc voliticnl
rcsolution as tiac theme for vublic mcetinss and locnl propaz~nda
le~flcts. The slog~ns should be uscd in planned and ormanized
manncr. Both in the press and in the branches they should be the
basis for chort propag-nda and axit~tional canprigns. Each branch
mill sclect the ~vprovri~tec sloran or slozans to fit the concrete
situntion in each city. :

XI. SULMARY!?

The Plenum is of thc opinion th~t the foregoing proposnis of

‘action ~r2 not only cntirely feasible, but if the entire member-

ship scts itsclf scriously to the t-sk of cxceuting them, there ..
will be witnesscd ~ solidific-tion on sound principles of thc rnnks
of the ormwnization ~n? an acceleration of the labor and ~nti-w-r
revolution~ry ~ctivities of the Party. -
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ZX0giPTo FROC.. AZFORT OF THE NaTIONAL FIwA:.3s DEPART.EYT
PRESENTED TO THe WORKERS PARTY PLLNUL
- MARCH 22nd¢, -23rd, 24th, 1941

The Hetional Finance Department was established on October 1,
1940, following the decision of the last plenum. The more than
five months experience with this method of handling finances has
proved to be a valuable experience for the Party.. While many
financial problems still remain unsolved,.the main purpose of the
establishment of the Department has been in large measure accom-
plished —- the collecting and expending of money has been system-
atized and regularized,- and the P.C..has been freed of the necess-
ity of taking up financial matters at virtually every meeting.
There is no doubt in the minds of those connected with this work
that for the first time the Party is now beginning to tackle the
problem of finances, which it must be emphasized again and again
remain a political problem, in the proper manner.

For the first time in the history of our movement, it can be
said that the organization is in a fair way to becoming financially
conscious —- that is, conscious of the fact that finances are the
sinews of clase war.. lore and more members are taking an interest
in the financial problems of the organization and want to do some-,
thing about it,. although, of course, there are to be sure, many mem-.
Vers who still think that the Party can be run on air and who don't

reveal any interest at all in the financial problems..

One of the outstanding accomplishments is the success of the
dues drive.. Without doubt, the dues standing is the best in the
history of our movement —— and this at a time when there was no
faction fight or convention!! From 80% to 90% of the Party is in
good dues standing, and there is every indication that the regular
paying of dues will become a habit so that those comrades will re-.
main in good dues standing. |

The establishment of responsible and capable comrades in the
position of branch treasurer has shown very clearly that where such
is the case, the branches maintain an excellent financial standings
This is now the case in the majority of branches..

The Income Tax has been established as the main source of income
to the Party. ’

The minimum expenditures of the National Office have been reg-
ularly nets ' :

o The financial records are kept exaftly and are in much better
shape « - o

While our knowledge of the financlal resources of the organiza-—
tion is etill far from perfect, we do have a fair picture of them.
This is due expecially to the income tax and the filing of Tegular
reports by most of the branches giving changes in the income status
of the members., The importance of this cannot be underestimated for
we are clearly in a political period where the overwhelming bulk of
our finances comes from our own members,.

9l
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The major weaknééses, which still iemain;to:be overcome, Aare as’-;
follows: . : LT e e i
1, The‘budget Temains unbalanced, to the extent-of. about $200 per
month. It is a monthly miracle to all members of the Department: that
so far we have managed tp pull through. One of the important reasons
for this precarious. 51tuation isg. that. expendltures have: been zdded
to the budget which were not “included-in the original:budget.: What
makes this particularly serious, -is’the’ fact that. having o Teserves -
at alli-and practically no credit, if a any emergency arises, an immed-
iate crigis occurs, vhich has customar11y~been solved at the eXpense

of the functionaries. i i

2. The sub31dy to £ press Y definlte'y %00 *high., ™ From hore than
$500 monthly net eube1dy in.October, .this: ha been reduced 40 a hua
nonthly net subsidy of about $350 at the present. ‘THé majorfactor,
of course, is the small circulation, which means failure to odapital-
ize R :QUE overhead costs.;y i vl iy ,.”_J‘ ..
3e ﬁhe averege payment .on’ 1ncqme tax is“far too Tow, - AT AT smdpl—.
ing of the: membership-shows ‘that ithe . averdge ‘tax paid by the enployed
menmber, which- represents about 70% of the' Party, is’ 5% of the ‘Weekly

income — not 10% as Orig 1na11y planned:f‘In'fact 10%'h=s conie to he

a maxinum. lore than 10 is paid rn only ‘a few*exeeptional dagess

4. Gertaln branches are notdrxously dellnquent in flnendial ‘payrients.
In some cases this is simply dué te the absence-of'-a respensible tre-
‘agurer. -- In, other cases.it.is due . to a bad political situation. In
still others, it is. due to: the“fmct that thé’ meﬂbers aré relatively .
indifferent to the finenolal needs of the Perty. These cases have C
been réferreéd to ‘the. P Co T ol o i “,”,l R o8

< 1 r L e
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5. There are still.far too many conrqdee Who Tegard the incone tax
as their last Obligatidn “to the‘Party, instead - of one: of the flrst.

-
PN A g

6. -From 10% to 235% of the. nenberehlp neglect their dues obllgatlons.
In a very snall number of: casee tHis has tndicateld’ the ‘parting of - the’
ways between.:these. comrndes ‘and the” Party ‘In most, casés;” hovever, '
it is.simply.dile. t6 3he bad. educatio ”and habzts reoeivéd from pre—a'
vious pol1tlc al- erganizatiéne.' '_i'gﬁ: il Fewdt

R . e e EAU .
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7. For eome unexplalned reason, there- is a gener»l laxness 1nfforu S
warding initlwtion fees, so that the record of new nenbers in-intoi- .
plete. .. - . . e |
Py PR D R SR LA S S 'z Ll a k) IO A IR M T

l.?*Perhaps the- nagor weakness of the work of . the flhanCIal departnent
1tself is that 1t is.largely a. clerical Eommittept - Whlle the ‘kecping
of records and correspondence is”obvibudly necessaryy  the 'work' of the
financial- depariment; was. originally supposed to’'cover far more than
this. One of the fain feasons for this, situation hat’ been the faile
ure of the P.C. to coordinate the political direction’ of ‘the Party’

,...,'- .

:with the financi-=1 denartwent where sucp DOllth"l nork 1nv91vcs

flnnncial outloy. Cp e . P

9-' Whlle certaln gesturee have been nade in thc d;rectlon of raislng
rioney from outsxde sources, thle work et111 rewalns tp be organlzed.‘
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“10. Inadeguate income creates an unhealthy situation where the
‘various.departmnents compcte for larger: shares of~the dole, =nd rhere,
“espccially in New York, the city organization competes with:the..
national organization. In general, thc imposition of the national
income tax has not llghtened the burden of the. branchos, but rmther
1ncre°sed 1t. ORI o .. .

11. There are sone menbers,at lwrgv who are still not paying any-.
thing or not paying nearly what:they-should. .. No. way has becn '
found so.far of remedying thls situation. i .

. On the bnsis of our experxences, the National Flnance Depart-
rment nzkes the following reCOWmendmtions' e ‘

.J., The Nﬁtlonal Finance Department mhould ‘be. contlnued and strcng~
‘1ened. This means_the xeorganization'of:the. committec, with the
o.dition of one or two. comrades who will devote all.their. tinc to -
‘"Hs worke . - - R S S -
2- The National Finance Dcpartment nust excr01sc complcto control
~of =11 moncy coming in and going out.: No comrade or no departicnt
* ¢an spend any money.not prevzously authorlzed in. the budget, 7ith-
cut approval of the flnance departnent._ Unlegs: the financial dc-
1ﬂ¢tment is glven “these conplete powers, . stabilization.of our fln-.

tuces will be absolutely 1npossib1e.f; R e e

s This involves a great -zospongibility for the P Ca in coordinmt1n*
fs work with the: flnan01a1 departncnt..“- :

4, As an Gchrlncnt to raise the addltlonnl $200 2 nonth now nceded,
about six trustworthy and oapable .conrades should be sclocted to de-
vote all their cnergices to getting well paying. jobs so that they.can
cenit about 50% of their 1ncome Oor nore to thc organlzatlon.

5. To reduce the subsidy of thu prpss, the~ﬂ1n1mun.goa1 nust bo" to
Ibuble thc circulatlon.

B« The 1n001o th hav1nb provon fundA ntally succcsesful, it should.
be inoorpor&tcd at thc. next convcntlon into the: constltutlon a8 = PCr
~ancnt income tax dues. system, ‘graduated through thrce masn. incokc
lcvcls' up to $20 a week, $21 to $30 a.weck; and-$31 and. over'a -
week. Suggested rates are 5%, 10% and 15%. In a small organization
howcvgr, gre=t flcxibllity Wlll have to be used: in adn1n15tor1n~ such

A system, . , , : T AR )

7. Thec cooperation of'ali menbers of the N.Ce is urgently chulrud
to solve the problem of those branches: that-are notoriously delin—.?#
quent in meeting their financial obllgatlons. ‘Disciplinary ncﬁsurcs

ure gnlast rosort but 1f needed they nust bc rcsorted to.

8. ' Those branchcs that do not now have 9 respon51ble cowrdde as
Yreasurer, must imﬁedlately obtain one..:f“; . PR

9. &Each largo city must anp01nt 3, rost rcsponsiblc 001radc to- dcvote
all his timc to raising moncy from sympathizcrs and cx-members. A8 a
st tt, this should be done at least-in . New York; Chic-izo.and :liog An-
rcles.  Thesc comrades are to beoone merbers of the national finande
dcpﬂrtment, working undér the supcrvision of the departaent. 93
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10. 1In order to make pamphlcts and bulletins a sclf-liquidnting
proposition, which vill providc a constan® fund for thc issuancc of
new panphlets and bulletins, there should be an assistant busincss
manacer, whosc work will be -to take charge of thc business cnd of
pamphlcts .and bulletins. . :

11. A meamber of the financial dopartment should be appainted to
the position of membership dircctor, in order to kecp an accuratc
up-to-date record of all new merbers and of the turncver in member—
~ship. ' R '

13. In order to link the members at large more clesely to the
organization, in a.financial way, the responsiblliyy for collecting
their tmx and dues, etc. should be turned over to the organizational
gsecretary. - o T . o :

Subnitted for the National Finance
Department o

‘March 22nd, 1941
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BEPORT.OF-AMERICAN_COMUITTEE FOR THE FOURTI INTERNATIONAL

R

.
-

Note: We have received the following statéﬁcﬁt from’ the ACFI which
we reprint because of its interest to owr readers. ILd. ‘

(}) The ACFI was. established to replace the now-defunct International -
Bureau which was elected at the First World Congress of "the Fourth ..
International. The function of the ACFI was to handle international e
tasks and contact workys ce L

(2)." Despite the.harsh intcrnational conditions, the ACFI has ful-
filled with success many of their international tasks. The vork: of
the ACFI 1s strictly limited by circumstances. It does not haveia
directive character, but is confined to efforts of contact, informa-
tion, education and comrunication. 4

*r

e e

(3) Contact: (a)" Wie afd'iﬂim&ii-ééntact with the South Americaﬁ,
Canadian, English and South African sdéctions and groups. There is
no mail contact with Buropc proper, Africa or Asia. . .| 3

(b) Dircct contatt has been made by two organized}
tours - onc to Asia; tho other }o South Amcrica. ) i

¢

EEPEY. - SRS P

(4) Education & Information:

_ [a) The gonuine spirit of intcrnational ism has been
kept alive through the channels of Branch cducational iicctings; arti-
clcs and columns in Labor Action and the NI.

S (b) The ACFI issucs an Intcernational Dulletin - onc
issuc has already appearcd; anothcr is in prcparation,

(5) Communications: Our public press and bulletins arc scnt rog-
ularly to a mininum of 25 countrics in all scetions of the world.
lMany copics arc dclivercd; a ccrtain portion ric.ts an unknown fatc.

. (6) Thc ACFI plans (a) to continuc its cducational and informational
- vork,

(b) to organizc a rcsponsible scrvice for in-
ternational contact work; ’

(c) to issuc the Intcrnational Bulletin as often
as material is ayailable for 1it; J %

(d) to concentratc its efforts on the Latin’
Amcrican and Asiatic countrics, )

(7) In conclusion, it is nccossary to rccognize that tho Fourth:
Intcrnotional - as an organizced, unificd movemcnt with a united ! :
political program - docs not cxdst. We arc instcad pushcd back fo 3
o period in‘which therc is a mdyement. for the Fourth Intu nationgl,
dividecd into clashing tondcncictp. § 95 i
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The stupid prctcnsc of thc Cannon group thet it spoaks in the namo
of thc Fourth Intcrnational is disputcd by obvious facts (sco below)
and the rcolitics of tho rcvolutionary world today. No, we nmust
rccognizc that the Fourth Inturncational - disrupted and broken up
by the war and the internal crisis of the Internationzl = is yet
to bo robuilt and resurrccted. Tho convening of a gcnuinely ‘demo-
eratic and represcntative World Conforcrico - which is thc ultimatce
objocctive of our intcrnational work - is the only possiblc means

of accomplishing thc abovc,

]

FACTS ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL

The following former lecadcrs of the Fourth Intcrnational have be-
trayecd its principles ol ther by quitting under war pressurc, Or ‘
joining onc of the impcrialist warring camps: :

-

Jomos. Burnham (Unitcd Statcs)
Jocan Rous (Franéc)

Chen du-hsiu (China)

Picrrc Navillo (Franco)
Dicgo Rivera (Hexico)

- The Amcrican Political Dispute: Since the war, 19 diffcrent scctions
- ard groups (rcprcesenting 16 difforent countrics) have been heard
from in onc way or another, - s

Of thcse, 11 support thc SWP (Cannon group) on the disputcd Russian
qucstion. ‘ .

Five (5) support thc W.P.
The position of three (3) is as yot unknown,

Scven (7) scctions have been unhcard from in a ycar, or longcer.
Theso arc mainly in the occupicd arcas of Eurom .

¢ Only onc (1) scction (Canadian) has complctely collapsed during the
§- war, so fcr as 1s known,

ACFI
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DEFINING A TENDANCY: A Draft Statement

(Note: The undersigned constitute a selected group of
collaborators and supporters of this document)

For some time now in the ‘Tanks of the YPSL,a growing group of com—
rades--now organized as a political faction in the league--has been
deeply concerned by a set of prohlems which are -crucial to the develop-
ment of the revolutionary socialist movement. -Their.ideas have been
brought before the lecague at various times in past months,most reccent-

. ly around the Minority‘Résolutibnfon‘EduCatibh>wﬁich was discusscd at
" the last oonvention of the New Yoek Division.. Yét 4t has not been un-~

til recent weeks that‘theSeifdeasfhave“dbveldpéd'aufficiently_tofper—
mit & moro rounded and :general 'picture of what-these comrades have

..been thinking. :We: are attempting ‘in* this article to present,as ‘clear~

ly as we are'able.atftﬁenfrbs@ntfmﬁme;d*ptétgméﬁtfof the problems
v ] ngﬂg;ape;qppyinpedgmugtfEXtend and deepen its
influen09 in:théz:ankgaoftreWplutibga;yrsgqyaligm}fh. o

coien * Yoot
FIYODALL) raee

. In *heﬁﬂ?dayﬂégﬂ&ysvuf-mh0~Btdrmzbflrbactibﬂﬁ%it is natural for

- ..

3 ,ﬁen‘to:asknquesiionsﬁraieedlbyﬂcurreﬁt?féiluresk*«ﬁome, beset by prob-

‘lems and finding no way ocut

t:’dence.to<afp611pip§1f

- wiogram for the achlevement of working. class power...

abandon their oldi:faiths: ahd retire from
political life. Gynioism,d{sheartcnment disillusion--these,we know
go. hand in: hand/with the victories of: aldch polittcal tendancics. Vet

‘1t must bo understobd thak not:all of this is moral.cowardice;- some

of it is,?but“m&eﬁ?alsoirébTBQenﬁbfﬁhegSImpleﬂiﬁabiIity to find satis-

‘-

»mfactory:answérsvto‘burningﬁquebtiohBVI«We,:for'burrOWn part, have -

shared’ the provlems! tf: the many” who' have quedtitned:” We haveo tried
to . .find thé-answersfﬁtbimakp”theiregﬁi&éd~phangeﬁ in-cur. old ideas,

| -and to’ define the:pbéitiﬁe'baSié*op;?high;WQ'bgpga¢he;e with confi-

Lad

movements f -

L .'Fpr-gsg”the.médhing'of=thbrbriswé iﬁ’révdiutipnhry socialism lies
in this:ﬂdheroasﬁthe-Leninist:mgvemcn%~ﬁas°béen able: to set up an ade-

'i ‘quate set of means for the acheivement of the ond, revolution--it has
“been unable t6 examine its own Procedurcs as they are related to a

different end, socialism. While we believe that much of what ‘we crit-
icize need not necessarily hinder the road to pcwer, yet we are firm—

. “ly.pnrsuadcd7thét*théiabeépféhoe'bf“thcimajdr#pdintS'of-this“@ritisism
t - 1n practice is*GsBCna%ial"for*anyhorganizayion*Which.Beriously desires

%0 participate in‘the-construction of & s<cialist scoiety. On the
ouuer hand, we ‘are just-as firmly convinced that the abandonment of
vheae concepts and procedures which ap are oriticizing here not only

#1111 not weaken but on- the contrary- will strengthen a-revolutionary

Men will say: ycur criticism is & oriticism &f Bolshevism iit—
321f. While the bulk of our criticism found its roots in our exper-
+2N0e in our.ovn moveriént-&s- it has: existed in recent years, Ve are
40% unwilling t¢ accept this characterization: We are opposed to. -

" t1e kindfof*orgﬁnizaticﬁﬁmhiéh419‘charmcterizbdrby the methodology

wnich we ciiticize“belowwvainpo‘weﬂbelieve‘that this has a serious

3£fect on the behavior.of guch o party in pover, and sincc we are u-
21ted in oriticism of-the- Bolshevik regime under Lenin and Troteky

- ‘indong the lines of Luxemberg ahd Souvarine), it is fair to sy that

out attack is egel nst-much of what men have come to know ag Bolshevism.
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On the othor hand, we take e firm stand on reovolutions ry intaznation
&lism as a practical program of mears wnich musi be vesd for the ab-

bainment of workers' pewer and sceinlisms cn these issucs cur sbend
is unequivocably with Lenin and Trobtsky.

4 S e ":i. e 2T s
The Programmatic Character g__Oar O;it'01sm

e e
.

Our differences with BJJuzczi m are net differences as to inter-

~rctation or formulaticn. dffer ¢n the bacis @iestion in paliticer
~hat to do. The preogram of a varty is. ﬂou cxhaastced by the proposals
which it makes for mass acticn. The pregram censnets alsn of what.

~Yhe party ac a party intends in fact to da. This includes long-term
strategy such as revclutionary defeatism and algo thosge p:wcoduros
- which .make the party the kind of an ‘organization it is. OQur differ-
cnoes center abeve all arcund the question of the kind of an organ-
ization revolutionary socialists should build and around the conse-
_quences: for the action- ¢f Bolshevism in power which derives from the
organlzatlonal methods of" Bnlohevism. Our differena s are therfore,
polltical rcgrammatlc.. : . .

_ It i° well to remcmber. tho prcgram consists also of what thc
party as a perty intcnds in fact to do. It is Impertant to remciuber
‘this beeausc. the ‘actual prcgram Tam of ‘a party is not always that which
is verbally prcfessed. The otdlinists profess to be for the rcvolus
tion -and for scclnllsm, but an objective analysis of their politics
n practicc convinces us that their actual aims arc néthing of the
Jort. Analogously’--rnec identification is intendecd--for the Trotsky-
st movement to prafess that it ic for democratic socialism, for this
50 be( as it undrubtedly 1ﬁ) the subjective aim of the Trotskyist
. Jdcaders, ia.not .sufficient. " An cbjective’ analys®s of the Bolshevik
fmovpment and of its Trotskyist successor, as they have practiced
their p7litics; ctonvinces us that there is. a sct of procedures which
~cad not to.demerrnatic nciallum but on the. contr \ry . B¢ some tartali-
rarian form o_ it. : S

Our tasL of crlti01sm is made dlfflcult but nﬁt on that account
_c6 important bescausc the contral issuc is cne of political gttltuﬂ°8
nd politiczl habits. These are tc s mé extent intangible, and us
a1ly divorccd frcm the experience of the comrades who does nnw 1ﬁ~
volve himgcli’ teo decply in the affairs of the crganization. ch
“here is little dcubt that thos e who are prliticalls censcious will
£ind no difficulty in grasping the phencmcna tc which we ghail refer.
dorecver, there is alsc a great deal of tabg;ble -evide Sl availab.e;
Nnich can bg wtudled and rbadlly checked. . .
‘ We may f tate in advance our conclucion with regard to the split
Trom the o001allst Werkers Pa rty Everyone -knows, or cught to know, -
that the cplit did not tzke place 6n the: p&LJtJCal (Rarr an’ ouepulnn
Sut on the orgenizaticnal guesiicn, We contend that ‘on this crucial
question the leaders of the Mnncr;ty(w1th the excenbicn of Zurnhan)
did not dicagree-in prinsiple with Cannon. Thby more ageinet Canncn's
totalitarianiem, but thotr agtions since . the. split ind;‘a»v"+q>t they
did no* brosk with thise precedures which basvuatly characierize
Canncnism. These procedures arc not edsentially diffcreat fren the

gencral methods of Balchevigsm in practice. On that scors, Jannon and
Trrtaly wonrs richt _ _ 8 R
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These questions avbout Cannonism have never received a satisfac—
tory anawer: 1) How was it possible for this rceationary phenomenon
to exist and grcw strong in the Trotskyist movement for so long a
time? .Was there not semething in the dccépted procedure whioh per—
mitted it to flourish. We think there was, and -shell ‘indicate what
We think it was below. 2) How was it possible for the Cannonite ranks

-==which meens a-good porticn of our own had .they had a differsnt o-
pinion on the Russian ghestion--to acdept. s easily: the malevolent
practices of Trotsky and the Cannon cligue during the faction fight?
We belicve that long years of training in a.mode of bahavior essen-
tially alicn to democracy mace the abancdénment. of even formal demo-
cracy an easy path for both the ranks and the lcadership.

The orgenization question was” thé decisive question andwas in
fact a politicel onc. Vet it is interesting and important to note
in this connoctidn that the Trotékyiét .movement has. bever been able
To-recognizo the;political importante Of ofgdnizatignal questions. .
Trotsky, alrcady in exile; .openlu denied. that he was waging the.. .-
-fight against ‘Stalin 6n the organizational question. Further evid-
ence is his-blindness to the’¢onsequence. of -gondoning the organi--
zational procedures .of -Cannon;cf which'h¢ was plainly enough aware.
Again, his -own refusal' to'wage a fight against Stalinism until he wae
in possesion of a ‘full=fledgcd political différence was rcpeated-.on
a miniaturc but ‘no less ‘significant geale by 'Schachtman's refuasal to
dchate the organizatioral question before He too had.a full-fledged
politifal differcncc on which to hang his hat. -This.confuged tha -
faction fight, -which centered around the Rugsian question, but it did
serve one purposc, for Schachtman as carlier for Trowskyy it made
it unnegessary to delve too deeply into ‘the why and wherefor of the
organizational differecnces,which raised immediately jhe guestion
of Bolshevigm whenever they were seriomsly discugsed.. - - S

The Effect:cf What We Do Today, ...

- - If our participation in pnlitics means anything at all, it ncens
this! that what we dos the fmctors in political life which we gan
nontrol arc of cecigive importance:. This is a commonplace if we re-
“er %o the relaticn of mass movements to a peclitical party. But it
“s-the thesic of ‘this dooument; thag what we do today .in, terms of the
ind of organization which we build and of the effectiof that upon,
vhe activitics: of that organizaticn in'pewer 15 of cqually decisive
importance. oo S ©

We must remember that regardless of the high ideals of any given
“cadership, the'party which is"trained in the placid acceptance of
wndemcceratic ‘procedurcs creates the: conditicng for corruption. ~VWhen
“lc’ congider the rice of &talin we must ask how it-Wwas pcesible for
#n all but ahknown, sccond-rate leader to use the most vicious prac-
“ices in mustering his strength against Trotsky, :an idol of the
asses. What kind of a party was this?  In what. gchool were itc ranks
-ducated? "o toc, we muct ack. the dare questionc about Cannonisig .
«rd tomorrow, ‘given the contimded wse of these procedures, wo will
nave to agk the same thing'Qf“the'ﬂorkcr8~3arty. - -

If wg take out politice ééfiousiy,“thén Wd"mudt congider the
problem of what our organization would do if it roce to power. Agp
& party growe, as it nears power 'and finally seizes it, the leadcrs

99
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‘of the party become the leaders of tn~ 1nst1tut;ons of 8001cty Is
~ this is the case, thenimen have a right to ask the party to, give ar
carnest of its intentions. This earncst must be the dcmoncbratlon bty
- the actions.of the party today that tomorrow it will Bold fast to its
1 *‘professed ideals .. This has long been understood with regard to the
. _mass. movoment (flghtlng all the time for worker' rights, ctc., as a
‘means d gaining stréngth) bBut it has not been understood in relation
';to the & ility of ‘the party and its lcadership to develop sufficiently
1ts understanding of -and devotion to the haolt of a democratic way
" of 1life.  We believe that what a lcadership dbes inside the party is
a portent of What it will do in 8001oty as a wholc.

L It 1s plaln from what we have. said alroady that we have called
into question-the: ‘validity of thc.usual Trotskyist thesis on the de-
gencrat101 of ‘the-Sovict Union..’ Accordlng to Trotsky 8 explanation,
the prlme oause of the¢ degengration of the Rusfian: Rcvolution was the
coonomic backwardreds of that country. (Other factors, such as the
'aeath of ‘Leonin:snd- the exhaustion" of the T avolutqonary energy of the
mas§es arc -taken: to- be in01dcnta1 and cnntrlbutory) "When this thcory
s 51mp11fled . ag 1 in practice is, into. a determinist’ view, the
degennnatlon bccomes “1nev1table"‘and Trotuky 8 fight in retrospcct
would appear:eilly” and futile. If tho analysis in terms of. economie
potehtial (in- raccordance with vhat is censidercd to 'be "historical
materialiom") :isiconsidered’ sufficient, :and:'sincé the" Ampossibility
of constructing sociallsm An a baokward .gountry like Russia. has.long
been a ozmigopplace in the Gﬁmtﬂllst mOVGant ‘the Boishevik’ ‘geizure
of pOWCI wwuld h8Vb to be~con 1dcrod a tnagie and monstrous errnr-

- But hbre Trotsky brlngs 40" what he cqn31ders to be a saving
fagtor--the failure of the socialigt revelutieon'.in the industrialized
ccuntrics of western: Eurbpo - 2ap6eially in Germeny in 1923. And ac-
cording to Troteky's view, 1t was:the irrecponsible: manomuverlngs of
Stalin and his bureﬂucratlc élique .at.the head:of theSoviet Govern-
ment and the’ Ccmlnmern which\ma rcooonsible for thuSp defeatv-”

Note mell. this ‘Tast cause W&S respon81ble to the consc:wuc ccn-
trol of thc Bclshi v1k'party, 'fé¥ the decisicns and actions of the
rarty madc a 6001§nvc diffcrence, determining, =as ‘it d1d the success
¢r failure cf: thc wc'tgrn Eurhocan revolution.

It is.cleer.that herc Trt tﬁby bggs thg qu0qt1 n. For: Whenco'
came the pewer.cf the- btalinlqt cllque to. determine naticnal and
*ntorndtl nzal pclicy, eveén et sc early a daté as 19237 - If the success=
ful risc of this reacticnrry bureatcracy is attributed +t2 Russials

sccnomic backwerdness, then we sre back. tr th* point where we muct
acccpt the ucnrhev1k visw “thet: Ru 1= RoLY: nrt ring for a sacialist-
revolutiosn, ond that the Bﬂl@h@VlP Tavr 1ut1 N Tee an tht“110 abor-
%icn. If, on the rthtr hand, as wo pesert, the triumph -F this _
buroaucrxcj ves made po 31b1\ ‘and . ,tICubthCDgL by certain theoroti-
cal, psychologicsl and: crgarizational defecte 1 tlie Brisvavik perty,
then the V1ctory c¢f Thermidor can be attribute (~nt aclely of

. XA A e AR M
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course; but declsively bpoause bubject to Eﬂ?urnl) $6 the failurc, of
the revoluticriets t7 fArmalate, test,-and carry ~ut c-rroct sdclel-




s

Al

94 .
DISCUSSION BULLETIN Page 7

A further word on the failures of the ‘Tevolution in the west.
Presumsbly for a revolution to be successful, it does not have to bz
ocarried out simultaneously all over the world. Yet consider: suppose
that the German workers -had risen to power but that Ameérican’ finense
capital had been able' to stabilize the capitalist regimes of Britein
and France. Germany was a great industrialized country, yet it woulld
De folly to believe that aid ‘from Germsny could have wilh in . a few
years have provided enough aid to Russia to have offset the backward-
ness of that country. This is especially true when you consider the
rapid risc of the Stalinists to power and their early:bureaucratic
hold on the International. Again,consider India today. 'Let us sup—
pose.that therec were a great_ravolutionary“party there against the
background of a situation similar to that which'cxists in the recst of
the world today. The problems of the Indian pcople can be placed.on
the road to solution only through a.eo6talist revolution. Should the
Indian workers take power? If the .éamc explanation is apblied here as

".+ Was 'in Russia, then thc-answér”is-that.thcyﬂshppld not, for

degeneration would .be -inevitable.

- Let us understand:: dcgemeration is: a:very. sericus thing. Social-
ist totalitarianism is not better but .on- the gontrary is worse than
bourgeois democracy. IT theSejarefthe,iny,alternat1VCs then the.
political struggle is worth'very littlc .indeed: Weo believe that demo-
cratic workingclass power is a third alternativé; but thé ‘proccdures

of Bolshevism will not IQad¥q8th”thaﬁ;[

BT N

’, T£otsKiiém1and Sfaiiﬁo—Bblshévisgv7

The gravcstsdanéer in the Trotskyist movement is this: fortified
by a simplicist dormula which makes economic conditions the determining

" factor, the movcment laeks consciousness of the dangers and of the ,

necessity for safeguards. It docs not take these problems seriously.
Moreover, the Trotskyists have made themselves the prisonecrs of re-
action by sctting up indissoluble and 'slavish honds to one¢ who partic-

pated in the cpnstruction of these procedures and their practical ap-
plications. - ' : o :

The Trotskyists have made themsclvcs a cover for the one-party
dictatorshipby defending all. of the important actions undertaken under
the regime of Lenin and Trotsky. In effect, concealing the Lenininst
dictatorship from the ranks as well as from the masses, they have con-
structed a myth about the time of the dcgenration. A reading of scv-
cral of the books listed below demonstrates conclusively that degenera-
tion took place long before the consolidation of the power of the
Stalinists. Thisg link between .the Trotskyists today and the Bolshevik

- dictatorship is ore of the most serious factors which makes. suspect the
- practical aiwms of the Trotckyist movement. :

Further, the history of the Trotskyists movement itsclf makes sus-
pcct any sharp division between the 8talinist organizational proccd-
urcs and Bolshevik oncs. The Trotskyists who split off from the
Commmunist Party brought with them the habits which thah organization
had alrcady devcloped and which t hey themselves had participated in
forming. It is significant that there is ltttle effort made ( and
little understanding of the necessity for) recduocating - recruits
%o Bokshévisin who come from the Stalinist movement. nd the flact that
the organization remained for so long so easily ignorant -

. [OI
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of the effect of these Stalinist roots (mentioned by the Mindrity in
the SWP and already forgottecn by the WP) is furhter cvidence that
Staliniem organizationally is not so diffcrent frcem Bolehevism. In
cvery critical situation, whigh is preciscly when thense problemc are
impcrtant, the Bolshevik lcaders use the Stalinist mecthods.

© The Progécures of Bolshevism

‘The bacic flaw in the'&tTucture of Bolsheviem , as We see it, is
thé inadequate relathonship esiablished between means and ends. For-
mal, but not ggjgali ackuowl.cdgnent had been made that the selection
of the means id limisted by the end that is striven for; and that the
operation of these means is itsclf a decisive factor in determining
which. goaly if any, is to be attained. ' L :

- Socialism, it has been emphasized again and again, differs irom
capitalism in that it cannct eventuate thrcugh the blind inserplay
of econcmic forces. Whereas the rising bourgeoisie could rely on its
trad, money end industry tc undermine the feudal order, the proletar-
iat must institutué sotialism as a conscious political act. And in.
this ‘act the impcrtance of such things as individual will and belief,
the sotial ideas that are .entertained, the clear-headecdness and far-

- pightedness’of the leadership, the sure understanding.of the masses,
who make the revolution, of the tasks to be performed--all assumec an
exaggerated imprtances The sooialist movement has lecarned that the
tactical blinder of a leader or group of lcaders can mean defeat in-

- ctead of victory. So let us bewmre of the quasi-Marxian complaints that
e over-estimate the rele of ideas and of the party, at the expense of
ihe "economic factor". S o ‘

We have been willing tc call our criticism’an attack on Bolshe=-.
vism becauce we believe' that the charscteristics tc which we refer -
have becomc, -fcr most people, decisivc characteristyoe of Bolshevik
procedure. 5till, there arc two.points which must be made: 1) there
15 a differcnce betwecn Beolshevism as a political progrem for mass
sction and Bolsheviem as a party amd sccial structure. We acospt the
the basic pointe of the former; we reject the latter. 3) Bolehevism
ras not alwsays meant the same thing-—there were serious changes in the
:deas of Lenin. The contrast of pro-Octcber and post-October ideas 16
tften very striking. We have attempted tc define the procedurcs of
Xolshevism ce they have worked out in practice. They reprcwent a occn-
timuous linc frow-the party of Lenin to that of Cannon end Schavhiman.

To ropeat! the basic iseucs revolve around the prcblem of the -
spizit in which an erganization is built. As Luxombsmg eald,"It is not
‘e wording of the regulations but the spirit afid meaning incorporated
‘nto that wording by the active fighters which decides concerning the
value of a form cf crganization." ' : S

 What arc these procedurcs of Belshevism? -An examination of the
nistory of the Bolshevik movement, including Trotskyism and indecd,
ke Workers Farty, reveals the following: '

1. The ultra-centralism of a pgrmanent group of authoriterian
Testers. This represente tu¢ arcogation of all power in the pacty,
erd under canéiticns nf politicsl dominemne, in society, to a party
gsecretariat. All decisiong of any imprrtance arc made by tho'gﬁgty
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tops, & procedurc which bringe with 4t a decline in initiative,seclf-
conﬁidence and respcnsibility on the part of the party ranks and the
masses. Whereas democratic centralism is a good thing, its limitation
are never defined, so that what constitutes a breach ¢f discipline is
decided by the permanent leadership. In practice every action of a
party member is auhjedt to'control ‘and every organ of public express
slon is considered as:a vehicle for the:party liné. Discipline is a
good thing, 1B neocessary, enly when the striking power of the party

is in fact at stake. , Ceo T e

';3-'A.Qﬂﬂiﬁmﬂigégggandigck~%§+' rstanding of .democratic pro-
ccdureg. Un the. forimal plane, 'thy ,Of”:ights;off?ﬁﬁiéssrcn,=1t'is neo— -
essary to point to the abrogation of all democratic rights in’'Rusgsia
under Lenin.as well as to the Trotskyist movement which als¢’ Qid not

" anc does not hésitate tc take .this road whenever it si faced with a

crisis(usually a-factional-situation).. Qhe;pf'théfmost_viéiouségxgu—

ments in defehse. of this:.procedure-has been that "we o, not make &
fetish of democracy" and. that-the abrogation of'démgcra%iojrightS'is a

"theoretical-postibility and. cannot be-cxcluded,!. " This.is 'a’ formula

with which one cannot dlsagrre, but: it:evades the guestion of what
sepeoifio conditions justified these specific actions. In.practice,
ule. -and the theo;et;oal ppssipilitY’iS'made

L

. .,

Much is maﬁe-Bffbéﬁiﬁié”%tiemptf£b;fightJbﬁrbéﬁb&éb&fshb}ﬁly'be—

fore his death, anc that hew.as sincere cannot be doubted. What is

significant however is this: that hew was so schoolcd in the habits of
an undemorcatic Bolsheviem that he chose the bureaucratic road to re-
form. Instead -cf wideninhg party and soviet democracy, he chosc to work
from the top, thus failing to ‘attack; the rcot of the’ probiem.

Onec reapon for the failure to comprechend sufficlently clearly the
importance of democracy, particularly under conditions of political
power, -has been the use¢ in practice of a crude economic determinism.
Because the Bolsheviks believe:that somehow, in the'last analysis, the

.economic fclations determine. the political.superstructure, it was peos-

sible to igncre the problems of soviet. démdtracy. It was(and is)taken
for granted that the . institutions of political and economic democragy

" would necessarily appear with a.socialist-transbormation of property

forms. This is a.grave matter,since.one of 'the most important safe-

~guards is a thorough consciousness of the problem and its importance.

In its most decisive aspect, demooracy. is a*set of attitudes and
habits—-a spirit of work,a way of living. This,includes & recognition
of democracy as participation rather than as a set of formal mcans for
permitting the ranks or oppcsition, groups to lect off steam. One i~

portant characteristic is the desirc for varied expression,the under-
‘stending that differencee and the comradely pooling of opinions is not

a"luxury'but a necessity. It is only when the spirit of democracy and
tolerance holds sway that formal rules can be,as it 1s true that 1t

s sometimes necessary,temporarily abrogated in times of crisis.It is

only then that we can trust a paaty or ite leadership‘tO'}imit cemo-

~cratic rights only when it 1s absolutely necessary.

Education in the Bolshevik movement ig concelved of primarily as

a method of "fortifying" the ranks.But the method of fortification

which is chosen ie the inculcation cof devotion. to a fixed set of prin-
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ciples rapher than the teaching of the mcans whercby problems .raised
by the struggle for power may be solved: The kind of education which
seriously contributes to the ability of the ranks to participate is
that which thinks in terms of ‘problems tc be solved and does not shrink
before the queetions raised. This,it is true,is gometimes incenvenient
. Since it tends tc foster differences but in thelong run it is the only
~oad to fruc democracy. And if differences in the ranks are not treat-
cd as heinous. crimes representing alien class forces,the inconvenience
nzed not be great at all. o

. 3. A set of totalitarian attitudds. Totalitariani®fi, like democra-
. Oy.1s:to a very large extent a matter of attitudes and habits. In Bol~
-shevism,it is evidences by the inability to. accept to differcnces as
normal;by.the conception of i1deas as'interrelated apart from logically
demonstrable conne cticns--thus thé relation between dialectical mater-’
inlem anc the political program,thus the notion that because a man
shares one or sevéral ideas with social patriotsg. that therefore he
doce or must share all or most of them=-which is ‘the theoretical justi-

";.¥§qation for the meéthod of ‘amalgam}by the interpretation of differences

as manifestations=cf'class~foreeés-—juétifying'any,action'against}an ,
opposition;hy the nction of: the party as & sorbing the whole life of a-
member anc thereby -having the right to :chose his values for him—- jus-
tifying expulsion. for desertion of a member who wishes to resign(and,
Lt must be rcmebered,cxpulsion from a ruling perty means a grecat deal);
. 0y the institution of second-class, ®itizenship wherein organiztionmal

ciscrimination- is made against opponents,merely bBecause they are op-
ponents, . LR e e e .

i

4. A contempt:for the party ranks antl the masses. The Bolshevik
ualtra-centraliem ig bascd upon and breeds a lack of confidence in the -
4bility of thdse beneath to make cdecisions. The ranks are €onceived
of as followers and manipulable by sets @f_ lvaders. Thus a leader can-—
10t bring his own opinions to the membershipjunless he is willing to
wndertake a factional strugzle for power in the organization, he must
ecp them within the closed circly of leaders. Political discussion of
- oerious differences is limited to formal periods in which an intense

sochional atwosphere .prevails;)in’such periods the lcaders use all the
devices of -emoticnal=demoagogic manipulation. This is later Justificd
ay "factionally neéessary", The work of the leading committecs is kept
secret from the members and is Tevodled only tn a factional sitdation,
7aen the cmotionally charged atmosfphere makes considered judgement
#eri-nigh impossible. This . - also makes it possible for-the 1e§ders
0 Ycover up" for a delinquent membor, thus deceiving the ranks in -
vrder "not to precipitate a crisis". !

This .ccntempt for the ability of these beneath to ccme to sound
Judgements themselves ig the cesential meaning of the substitution of
“3he Clctatorship of the party for the dioctatorship of the prolctariat.
“ne attitude toward the party ranks is amarried over to the attitude
#owards the masses. The coentral committee of the party makes the de-
c.sions for the soviets; the party, which claims to¢ T cprecent Ehp hig-
turical interests of the workers, claims therchy the right to drive
i workers to what the parsy considers to be frecdem. Wa mgs? uge com—
»iielon, said Lenin, to make the workers efficient. We muet impose
o'ai, will $o victory on our exhausted and dispirited following,s$1d
2xdek after the revolution. The party tope are congeived of as’omni-
-8yent theoretical leaders" who arc capable of deciding on all guestions

104
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and are granted the power to make thece decisions fefective. A demo—
oratic sccialist party will sec a breakicwn of the sgrearation between
the leaders and the ranks; it will limit the shperes -over which. the
party tops have control, and will provide measures for the:independant
deoisions by the direct]y elected repuyesentatives: of the: workers.This
1s in no way incompatible with the construction of a“disciplined,fight-
ing party. .7 o ¢ R _ . S VLI o

5. The use of corruptible mechanismg. One of. thé characteristicsa
of the Bolshevik movement,past and present,has been the use of proced-
b ures whose very use creates carruption. Our objection is not based on’
~ any abstract conedption or right -and wrongror:any.univeérsal moral pre-
cepto, hut .rather an obgervation of what happens in practice to the.
people and to. the organization which indulges''in’ thege:procedures, Such
} Procedures have beeni the use’ofl'tcols"-Lenints usc”of:Zinovicv and.
t Radek; the conscious use- of opportuniz%ﬁ-énd‘bribéry*inisuch‘Cases;@sl
t - the.attempt. $6 split the Italian Sociali'st+Party;she breeding of "hats:
¢ red for other working-class parties--which has' of écurse disastrous .
. effects on any attempt to' share power in' & revolutionary situation;the

s8truggle for leacdershlp-in the organization Hccepted as e matter .Of °

;- "politicef~—imaneuvering, catéring to influencég, character assasinatio

n
Il cto.;the usc of slander and falsification as-adéépthdwpolitical'méchani
4 isma~-in;rglatiqn!to,Qpposition inside the organization. S

3 --The importemt thidg %o remember is that whilé’/the intercsts of a

| struggle for power may- dften be-perved by expedientsiof: this.character,
| neverthelcss the use of-them has & crucial” effect ¢n the manner in .
i Which that pewer is Wiclded. The politics oOf sdcialism while involving
i the politics of power, cannot be merely that.:-" " ... -~ - %

1 © 6. The .theory ¢f thd "chosen! ¥anguard. The idea that the party

f represents the historical intcrests of .the ‘Workers has made Very,.gasy

b the idenfification of the Qartymand the class. ‘Since the 'party by its

. Very naturc is the workers' party,whatever 1t dedides must,at least in
¢ the long run,be.in.the intercsts of the workers. The party is permitted
i to decide for 'the workers. .8inoce thefpart{“is,run by a small group of
¢ professional revolutionists, it is casy. to ildentify thé party with the

. party regime. Thus any attack on. the regime becemes. an attack on the |
. Party and through that on the workingelass,whowe kistorical intercsts

. the party represents.’ It 'ie -a simple step from “this . to the justificas-
;. tion of heresy .hunting and the use of all mesms -against an opposition.
F 1t is a typical religious concept which has had the same consequences
. many times before. Mdreover;withfthié;concéption;it;is~egsy to relin-

i quish democratic procedures,by the simple’means of begoming convinced

f that that tdo"is in the interests of the workers. On this basis,denoc-
i - Tacy comes to. have only a secondary importance.-If hcwever,as we bew

I lieve,the workers must-be free to make their own choice at the same

= time ac we attempt to win them to ours, that’ soclalism cannot be attain-
| ed apart from a free,conscious choice by “thé masses,then democraay-has
t 8 primary importance and is not easily relinguished. .

- 7. Ihe depreciation of personal idealiem.-The exglusive c.phasis

¢ on the politices of power in the Bolshevik movement has led to'a disas-

¢ trous inability td understand. the importance of perscnal idealism on

¢ the part of its nembers. Men' are not educated to moral integrity;they

i learn "politics",which means -dirty politics;they learn how to be hard

~and cynicaljthey learn to fight for prestige and lcadership andvth;g'
- ' ’ o "....i,. - ) . “ - . : ,o

S S S
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Qecome involyved in problems which take them further and further avay

1rom a sound socialist idcalism. We have seon this eat its way into the .
noral fibre of evem-our youngest comraces;and we havc seen,wors: of ali, -
the placid acceptance of all this es good, "hard" revolutionary politiacs. .
3ut socialism is an ideal which cannot be accomplished unless men chcas
0 do so,unless they are willing to abandon forever the degrading prrau-
tices which some have .borrowed so. assiduously from the corrupt and de~
sadent society in which they live:. Sncialism will:be built only by men
~I good will and scund judgemont--not.all the appealg ‘tc History can
change that. S A U

8. The "offioclal" philoscphy: The Bolshevike have considered them-
selves,as a party,the champions and defenders of t he ppilosophy of
Marxism. The philosophical guestions 'are not themscvabfbol;tiOal,and
W“e take no position on them,but-vhen & sct of philcsophical ' principles
18 treated ac if it were poiitical,wﬁen~it is mace the'bagis of educhs !
#don end discrimination,then that becomes a political question. Waibe- .
‘deve that in the examination of the ieans for ‘the acheivement. of rits.” -

<nds,the party cught not. to-be restricted:tp any’ set of traditionaliiv: -
deas bat rather should foster completd.froedgmtin{the:chgipg of rele~'*
vant theories. Further, the fefense. of-the "faith¥ provideés a further
condition for heresy-hunting and an.age-old Wedp6fi”to b6 ised agaimset” -
an opposition. T AT T e enen o BN e fh
We are for a party of demdcraéyﬂéhd~ﬁciémcefﬂApﬁuﬁﬁhréfanding‘af- c
the procecdures of democracy and those.of.mciente réprifent the twin
sriumphs of modern thought."The strugele. for-truth-'and freddom is in-
rcparable from them..We belleve that'the rejection of Boglheyims—-openly
»nd clearly-~is a necessary conditionﬁiornthe:cgnﬁ@;ucgggp%ﬁf-such a

R

racty. R A oYL
. . - reEn LT .".;:'4"“7._ .,,‘ . ) oy )
We belcive that the politice of progress in'cut“ﬁih@‘mustwbefnsv—
olutionary politics. In the trede unions,in the ‘fight  for civil rights,
in the struggle against war and fascisim~--only rovc}uﬁ;gniryvpoliyiggi

can gain t he day. ey Pl L

. - AR
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But we must have revelutionary politics. for gocialism. And only
a party which repudiates in-practice’thié.procedurcs which we criticize
cen in fact be a party of working-class demdcracy - To-'combine the, two--
revolutionary politics and nmxkfxgxnzxgxlpgoialist dembcrgcy~—is;the3
task of thesc days. We oan sce no hope‘beyond that. APEEIES

.

Joan Oornell, (Nat'l Com) - ' :Bud. Gordon (Nat'l Com). - - -
Martin Eden. (NY Div. Coun.) Martin Lewis - R
Bert Edwards < --° . . .Hal Mitchell (Baltimorc) !

Irving Ferry: '~ j"““t,;fgﬁﬁilip Sherman (Nat'l Oom)

Noto: 8ome rcading froé thé3ﬁo11dUing gburces is egSépf;al'to an under-

standling of thc criticisms wede in this document. :
Balabanoff;Angelcica: My Life as A'Rebel B o .
Berkman,Alcxanders The Russian Rev. and the Commuﬁast Party
The Bolchevik Nyth e =

Gitlow, Benjamin: I Confess "~ .7 7 _ -
Goldman, Emmasl My Disillusionrient in Russia
Hook, Sicnoey: Reason, Social Myths and Democragcy-
Luxemberg, Roaat The ‘Rusgign RavéIution A

- Leninien o Marxiom R
Martov, J: The 'State end the Sociallst Revolution

Rosenberyz, Arthur:  Higtsry .of Bolsheviom . 106
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BOLSHEVISH AND DEKOCRAGY .
On the Capitulation'Qf_the Sherman Group

The working class movement, and 4'ts revolutionary vanguard in

.'particular, are passing thorugh the most trying period of their

existence. War and reacticn have.gripped one country after another,
and they threaten to destroy all modern civilization. The werking
olass, 'the only hope of moders BoCcidty, '1s either'in totaliteriun
chHaine or duped, disorien‘nted anc drugged by bourgeois-~democratic
patriotism. The old lebom movener.ts, ‘eiq.81-democzatsc and-&balinist,
continue with their mongircus orimes; ‘the luatter in partiocular, conw.
tinues to heap discreditment on the Very idea.o? socialism. In “He
atmosphere thus oreated it would indeed be astonishing if even the
vanguard elements were gompletcly: immune from the poiséns of disin-
tegration and decay. It was not to be expected by anyonc with in-
telligence or with an historical sénse.  The last world war, in which
the .elemonts of confusion were not half as powerful as .they are today,
had a terrible eéffect on all:-the working class.parties and organiza--
tions. Even the most conscious and best educatcd of ythem sufforcd to
one- degrec or amother, the Boloheviks not exocluded. . At the exireme
left wing;qf.the{International,~therevwe:gﬂraqillations,'and in some.

»

3 cases outright desertion..

- Our program today equips us better than any other labor organi-
zation inthe past to meet the crucial tests wec face.. .But even the
beet program is not a magic wand ‘that conjures.away.all-differences
and problems. It is only a foundation on which to stend.  Buai - ihere
must be.pcople willing and abie to ‘Stpnd or iti For in addition to
the program; therc is the organization. - And the organization. isi not
only the program but the living ouran beings whc compese it. No -

program in the worid can iranstomm a group of people into vnflinghing

revelutionists overnigh®. For tbhut, @ hindred tessn are reguiccd,
tests of experiense, t4sisz of ‘sirvgglie. "¥Far from the least impirtant
place in this ptruggle-is osecupled 27 -%he fight for the defense and-
the furtherance of the party's program. The'recent, brief devate .
with the "Shorman group" int he YP3! serves to emphasize the impor-:

tance and thc negessity of this fight. - -

‘The 3herman group, according the to information we wore finally
able to gather from it, was formed secretly scveral months ago. It
established connections with the Socislint Party. and made all the
nececssary arrangements for its capitulation to the Thomasites cvon
before it ventured to present our party and youth organizotion with
its "progras", issucd under the title of "Defirifg £ Tendancy:A Draft
Statoment".'_its procedure, on which-'more will be said, further on, is
sufflciontly charasteristic of this group of high-minded and cothical
oritics of "Bolshevik immorality”. If we devdic somn epace to this
group &t is not because of its own importande-mest off 1its adhereénts
Were renent Tecruits to our movcment who never bothared to study or
absorh.the principles on which it was fcunded, the history it has be-
hind it, or tho tradition is defends-but beocuuse. 1% cffers an occasion
for res%ating wbme of our vicwg on the questioms i% ralses. o

At the founding convention of our party, we reaffirmed the thecr-
etical, principles and traditional foundations of the Fourth Inter-

national. There could not be then, any more than there is now, any

(=}
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misunderstending about our position. We declarcd ourselr s to be a
party of revolutionary Marxism, a party standing e¢n the princinles of _
Marx, Englcs, Lenin, Trotsky, that is & Bolshevik party. ~“In ¥ies or
the bitter experience we had just had in the fight ‘against -~ Canjon...
itc bureaucratism, we laid special stress on the imphrtance of party -
and working-class democracy, pledking ourselves to the widest freedcia

. of discussion end criticism, and to the examination' ©f new problems’

and the ro—examination of oid prcblems in the éritical,undogmatic spir-—
. 1t that animated the grcat revclutionary thinkers-after Marx-Lenin,

Trotsky, Luxemburg, Mehring and’'thyrr.like. v

However, we nowhere indicated or left room for the notion that -
we are sccking to build an "all-inclusive" party of ‘the type once T
attempted by Norman Thomas, or the equally pernicicus ncticn that we
‘are primarily a discussion -club instead of a party of action. The .
. acoumulated wisdom of the movement and its experiences arc too vast,,
the class struggle is too tense, and the time avaidable to us 16 tog
short, for scerious revolutionic%s to waste their time on Thomasite :©
utopias or to allow the party so painfully and .carefully built up to
be converted -into a tolerant forum for anti-Marxists and ant¥i-3olshe-‘--
viks. The party should be and is prcpared to disouss, without dog- -
matic blinders ofer its cyes, any of the problems of ﬁarxism, any of
the problems cf the olass struggle, on thosc ‘cccasions most fitting
for such discussions. In less than a yecar of its exbstence it has
-alrecady amply cemonstrated this. It is even prepared(and well prepared)
to debate its program with anti-Marxists and. anti-Bolsheviks-but not
in the same organization! To those who think it 1s posesible to carry
on extended debate cf thie kind inside our party, we are obligec to
say: Through no fault of our own, you are laboring under a misappre—
hension. Ours is a Marxian~Bolshevik party, not an organization to
digcusse whether or not it shruld be a Marxian and Bolskevik party.
For such a discussion organization you must scck elscwhere, for you
Lave the wrong address. S .

The Shermen group showed plainly it had the wrong address when if
summed up its views in the following paragraph: "We are for a-party
of democracy and sciencec. An understanding &f the procedures of cem-
csracy and thosedf science represent the twin triumphs of modecrn
thought. The struggke for truth and frecdom is inséperable from then.
We believe that the rejection of Bolshevism-openly and clearly—~is-a
nccessary condition for the construction of such a party."

The pitiable arguments presentced for this hercic proposal may
claim anything but orighnality. Indced, at the cnd of its stamement,
the group has the sorry courage tc present a biblicgraph with the
note that "some reading frcm the fcllowing scurces is cssential to.an .
understanding of thc criticisms made in this do6umeng ." The sources .
include all the pretentious anti-Bolsheviks the suthors could think of: -
‘Angelica Balabanoff, Alexandcr Berkman, Euma Goldman, Sicdney Hgok, -
" Ben Gitlow, Arthur Roscnberg, J. Martov, Beiis Scuvarine. If Sherman
had the imdudence to include in this motley crevw the name of Rosa
Luxemburg, wc can coneolc ourselves with the thought that her naie
will survive even this insult. ' Why such illustrious authoritios on
Bslghevism as Alexander Kerensky, Boris Brasol,A.J. Sack, John 50argo,
Morris Hillguit and Harl Kautsky werc omuitted from the list of o
"gources" ic utterly incomprehensible. 08
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But if thec arpucments lack originalify, the occasion .should not

be missed to treat them briefly here, so that the education, eapecialiy
of the youngc;.members cf the party, may be correspondingly advanced.

‘Sherman puts forth the hoary theory that Trotskyism and Leninism
and .5talinism are eseentially the seme thing, and that all of thom to-~
gether are cqual to totalitarianism. The bold critic does not, however
put, hig full theory forwerd wi’h %he canddr it dcserves. Rather, he
corceals it’ with that very dizzimuietior which he,attributes to ﬁol~
shevism. For Sherman, in pacticulaz, believes that just. 2 Staliniem

"fiows from" Leninism, so Linivisa £i0ws drom.Merxism, and all. of them
arc essentially. indistingvishable {rom ¥escivm. Like so.many n»f the
other modern turncoats from revoiutionary socialism, he:believes %hat
Lenin was the first Fassist. In his svatcément, he did not feel t hat-
1t was, expedient tc¢ say thig--yet. But let us heryc examine what he
did feel it expedient to say, namely,. that Bolshevism, which we should
rcjeot, is funcemeritally totalitarian, anti~democratic, contemptuous: -
Off the masses,*obrrupt ‘and corruptive, ‘and anti-idealistic. N

We are not idolators of"Bolahevism, . Indeed, it is precisely in '
our movement that we have acquired, under Tovntsky's guldance, that.
oritioal,historical approach to Boisheﬁism”whicq is the only possible
Way in which it can be judged. It is certainly not we, .thercfore, who
nced to be teught that not everything that Bolshovism ever said or, did "~ -
wat gorrect and above oriticism o’ reproach. Nor do -we need to be v .o
taught that there is much-in Bolshevism that is speccifically Russian, Te
that is, appliceble to' the specific, spcial. Felations and political ». %~
problerrs of Russia and not*appliceble in, the same, way or:$o:tho samet i &7
degree or at all to' the Bitugtinn in’ which the movement. finds itgelf 1o
in cther countries. 'Nor' do we.nced ty be taught thet Bolsheviem ig . ../

nct cquivalent'to this or that stabement by Lenin. .Properly under—. @ .. -
8tood, Bolshevisp 18 the: thedry and .practise of proletarian-world rev-" -
clution with its roots™in. the Marxigy of Marx's own time and:its : o
modern amplificatien, ‘rYevision and develdpewint in thdé Marxiem of cur .-
time, -with Leon"Trotsky -hs its aklegt hiain and.gword. Understood

o+ this way, we are andwill romain Rolshaviksy. Undercfood.this way=end

- it is.the only way-Sherniénts "criticiem® is 4 rotien cnllestion of

-~ Menshevik and crunter—revoluticenary .gaibage, fime-worn slandoy, journal—

istic "debunking"and polit:ead COWﬁrdiSQa vitfié enough to bear the

fcllwing incisputable histozical facts in mindar, . . -

1. The rrigin ¢f Bokshevism &z 'a scparate terncdancy in'the working class
mcevement is to be found in Lenin's stiverle apeinat Tovoncxinmbs . Thy

-

latier. proposed to. leave the pclitifal strugsle arainst Czarist auico-

b Iacy, the fight for democrasy, ©o the libersl bourgesise and to confine
. thc working clase to' econcnmic siTusgies. Tho Yanti-AecnocTatic! Lenin,
Wilh bhis “contempt for whe mesees’, inkistcd that the proisbarian -
messos, loading the' péasant. magres, must conducs the politilcal struggle

areinst Czarism and for democeracy. Jreninand the Bolsheviks did not

hepitate to coll themselves “ctusistens daumooiata® . ‘
@ Tic big fight which precceocded the actual spiis in the Russion cocial
denzerasty at its London Oongrcss web over the cuention of the democret-
1¢ nicht of self-determina’ion.: Frosisely because he was a rcvolution
ary soc.2list, Lenin then, (end throughcut bie lige;, defended, cven
. ageinst Rosa ﬁuxomburg, this democretic demand, insisting on its in-
| ccrporation into the program of the party. 4nd not only cn »aper.
- When the 3okAhevike tock power, it was under his rerime, and undozgzs
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other, that this right was actually exyended to all peoples and nat-
ionalities formerly enslaved by Czarism, the granting of full inde-
pendance to Finland being the most notable example.

3. Lenin's fight for the reorganization and building of the party,
conducted along thc lihes set forth in his classes "What To Dot!" was
& fight for a serious working-class party, instead of the one @omin-

- ated Dby non~party intellectuals, not subjecct to party organization
~dipcipline and thcrefore not under the 8ame obligations. o the party
- as the humble renk-and-file worker. Indeed,Lénin’s whole political-
party life wao a continuous struggle for the idea of a mass proletsr-
< dan party; for a révolution under the regemony of the proletarian

' masseo, What he fought for, he achcived. His criticc? The anarchist
acheived the Wureauotatic strangling of their movement in Spain by its
:subordination to the bourgecisic(that's their democracy, their " faith'
.in themasses"?), The gecial-demoracts, to whom Sherman has capitu-
lated, acheived the bureaucratization of the labor moevemént, t he
~eonversion of the masses into voting cattle and dues~paging cattle,
long before otalinism Was ever heard of, anc are a4t this moment help-
~ing imperizlict reaction deprive the penple of all democratic rights
.%o say nothing of depriving them of their lives in order that one .
-gang of exploiters may rule exClusively a world of glaves. Who
almost alone, is fighting for the massec, for their demoratlo rights, .
5a$a%ns: totaiitarianism ¢f all varicties® The adherents of the party .
0f Lenin. o ‘

+4. Thewholc life of Bobahcvism was deveted to a relentless and un-
~ocompromising strugsle for socialism and against the bourgeoisie. :
Sherman thinks the strugsde against burcauvoratiocm is a fight against ,
-some indepencant or abstr-ct evil. Yet, wh~t ic bure~ucratism if nct
part of, or o menifestation nf, the ideelogy of the ruling bourgeoisie
0nly we arc fit te rule; the masses are fit only to be ruled over".
This ideology is translated into the 1life of the working class and
1ts movement anc is given material expreselion by the licutenants of
the bdurgeoisie,the lahor bureaucracy. "Only we arc fit to rule the
labor movement; the masscc are fit only to pay dues, follcw instruc-
.tlons, keep their mouths shut-or open them cnly to say what we tell
~them to say." 'The strugsrle against the bourpeoisie and i t® rule is
&t the same time the strugele against bureaucratism-in all its fornme.
Does sherman know anyone or any tencdesncy in the labor movement thst
carricd on this strugzle more ably, mere scrupulously, more offcctive
1y, more Cetermbnedly, than Bolshevism?

5. Bolshevism meanc lieg, slander of cpponcnts, frame-ups, blind wcr-
 8hip o f 1eadership, totalitarian centralism, acccrding to Shorman and
‘Gitlow and Xerensky. Sherman hag simply s tnod things ~n t heir head,
~for the op3yosite is true. Bolghevism, frcm its inception down to the
Present day, was always the marked victim of lies,glancders, frame—
Upe and amelgams, and despotic centralism, all employed against it

by its enomicc who-oddly en-ugh,-always proved to be also the encmies
.Of democracy and of the working class masses. What is theb igrest

- &nd most monstrous lic of cepiialist ideolopy? What is the most -
Polsonous fountain-head of all suggocating centralism if not the
;bourgois state? What is a morc hidecus frame-up of tho peoples thru-
<0ut the world thanthe twe werld wars? than the rersecution of the
.Opponents o f the war, in each country, as"agents of the enemy?" What
‘s the most pernicioustevil in the working class if not the fact of
1ts "blind worship" of the leadership of the brurgeoisic and its
labor lieutcnante? And vho, pray, carried out a more consistent
fight againet all thesc-not on paper alone, if you please, but ig)c)
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actual saorificing combat- than 3olskbvism? And who continues t his
fight if not the preéscnt partisans of Beclshevism? Sherman is able to
discover, here and there, a little pimple or a wart on 3clsheviem.

But being the wrétched philiestine that he is, or that hérbecamo as a
result afl studying hid "éources", he does not.even sée what is big,
outstanding, decisive and deathless in-thc magnifioént history of .
Solshevism-1ts unremitting strugple for and with the masses, for their
freedom,for their rule, against all the stuppdities, :the -deceptions, -
cruelties, ¢ rimes, monctrosities, immoralitiecs, despotisms and inegua-
ities of modern bourgeois society. 4And he does not sec this because
as his action has shown, the struggle of 3olshevism against the
bourheois society appeais to him less than does that reconciliation -
with t his society which is rdpresented by the social democracy he

has joineds - - T
6. Lenin's last struggle was against Stalinism, It was ke who launch-
ed this s truggle, and not any of Sherman's"authorities" or his newly-
adopted political leaders.’ It 'was Trotsky who first took up this
strugple openly and ¢arried it on for thovrost,of:hisfliie.%Trotsky's,V
first open fight against 5talinism, it'is intcresting'to 'néte, was
over the guestion of party dcmocracy).,-To,our.supercilious philistine
this fight was only .a triflc, and certainly of :no impdrtance compared.
with his prosent ‘historical grappling with 3olshevism.: Yét, all -
soviet life and policy. for the past twenty years has continued to
revclve around t he ‘axig of this fight betwecn Trotskyism (3oz@heviem
and otalinism.. To Shcérman dtalinism is merely ‘a continuvation of Len-
inism. Rising t¢ thé pinnacles attained by the perspicacious editor-
ial writcrs on the bourgeois gutter-press, he beltéves that if
Trotsky werc 'in 5talin's place, -so to. speak, it wouldn't make any
sericus d ifference. Yet, what is.otalinism? : It is the bureaucracy's
way of adapting ‘iteelf and its interests to the ‘surrounding canitalist
world. How? 3y the ruthless/ political and physical degstruction of
Lenin's world. It doec not ocour to Sherman. and his Tutors to rew: .t
flect: Neither the bpurgecig norithe social-reformist world would or
could reconcile itsclf with the Jolshevism of Lenin and Trotsky, or
vica=versz. This held true while Lenin and Trotsky were in power,
and just 15 true after Trotsky:hac been driven from pcwer. . The con-'
tinuity 1 ¢ cvident. 3ut just at the time when otalinism was-deliver-
ing his nmoct murderous ancd treachcrous blows against the remnamts of
Leninism in Russia ("Trotskyism!), the world bouregeisie, including
its social-cCemcoratie"friends of the. masses", rcached the period of °
its closecst collaboration with .Staliniem, oxprcssed its greoatest
friendschip &nc even admiraticn for the regime. Sut all thisy and a -
thcugand other impertant dacts, mcan nothing to dherman. Jtalinism
enc Sclehevienm grc.the same thing, for, somewhere in dtalin'e writing .
‘T doingg he found a comma in-the same place it occupies.somewhore in
Tenin'es writings or doinge.  The real world matters not.at all-the

similarity of the ccmtas proves everythingl . S '
In Sherman's statement, he says rightly, that the basio question

in politics is, "What to dos. The program cf a party isc not exhausted

ty the prvpossis which it msokes for mass acticn. The program also

consists of what the party as a party intends in fact to do." If

iac had aliied teo this: "what the party has already cone", his formula

wculd be fully cerrect. - o oo

Employing this oriterion, Soksheviom passes muster with flying

colors, not as 8 demurc and spotless anghl, to be suro, but as‘the"
| !
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only effective, vindicsated movement for the acheivment of the
. socialist:rovciution. Sut Sherman, whi is such a stern and rigorous .
. Judge over Josshevism, does not cven thibk of applying this criterion |
= toy let us say, the "sources¥ from which he draws his "eriticalt
brogram—~ thc Serkmans,Goldmans,3alabanoffs, Hooks, Gitlows, Rosenberss ,
 Souvarines and Martovs. In a scperate sentance, we add: even Luxem— |
i berg.  Why not? Evidently, because our very moral critic has a double.
= standard of morality: to 3olshevism he secverely applies (misapplics)
.one oriterion; to the oritics of 3olshevism he cvidently applies
= only t his criterion: "Are thew cnemies of JciEhevism?" Once they pass
. this test, théy become "authcrities" snd "sources". -

Nor doces therman apply his criterion to his own group, or to hinm—
. selfl. .How eculd he? - i Its brief histcry has not been a very attrao-
¢ tivec or a promising one. He began by organizing his group secrctly
months ago, ang he drew up his"platform" only months afterward, on
the very eve 6f his farewell-takifig., In political language,. such a ,
group is known as_an unptrincipled cliqué,.i.e.,. an organized politi-
cal. grouping which has no, geperate, much l¢ss avowed,. principles or
program. He reoruited to his group by beginning utth a denial at the-
last N.Y. City Convention of the ¥PsL that h¢ had any poelitical dif-
ferences with. the party, and chded, ‘when forceéd into the open, with

the statement 'that "Our .qifferences arc thérefére politicsl,. program—
matic". dHo'kept his group. se¢ret, v ith scerét meetings, in order to
be .able tp fill the youns, "inexperienged dupes he.rgeruited with pre-
~3udices,'falsehcods'and”élanders;;and_to keep .them .from the benefits
©of 'an open discugsion of his arcuemeénts (and thoreby, a refutation

of them) which a publicly-formed group, with.a decldred platforn,
would have mace possiBle, . (Sherman is a oritio 6f,..,5talin!) This
enemy of 3olshevik methods sccretly discussed varty matters, in--
cluding the cuestion of forming sn anti=party fraction, with an avomed
deserter -frcm the party and the revelutionary mdvement, 3urnham—— only ,
his hoped=for leader . zave him little c¢omfortl "3ehind: the back of the
party,, of thc¢ YPSL ‘and 6ven his ~wn groupn membership, he negotidted
'with*t?e,Th@masites for capitulation $o the SP. A very unappetizing -
recexrdd- . 0 . o0 v e ,

L -~ Also 'a. véry unappotizing cnding--to join thc "party" .of Norman
2 Thomas and Co, "If there is onc labor organizaticn in the U.s. outside
of the.C.P., which .has a theroughly undemoszatic, totalitarian-Fuchrer
recime, it I the Thomas orpanizaticn: What does it matter what the,
membership wants or decides? What dees it. mattor what ‘even the "Nat-
icnal Committée" wants and -decided.  The social-patriocts, the Altmans,
Hoans, Portérg, Léwises, and Tylers, they 'do what they plcase, to be
surc. Fhomas.coesc what he pleases. Only those few militante left 'in ‘
the party or yfuth who want a revéluticnary.socislist policy-only they
can't do anything, 6nly they afe kept in a vise, .obly they arc ruth-
lessly dispiplined, or framed-up and kickcd-oéut as the Treotekyists
Werc a few ycars ago. A party without masscs, without mass_ support,
without princiolss, without program—.that is thé Socialist ?arty te-
day, ‘and that is the party to which the "revolutionary! anti-3ol-
shevik has paseed cver. o S ST

S . .‘. S '.* R P | ..
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There are few pascages mere fully revealing obout the Sherman

9 group than his eriticism of our movement for its"notion of the varty.

4 as absorbin: the whole life cf = member and thercby having the richt’

; tc checose his velues for him". Sherman herc sai” more than he inten -
¢c saying. Yos, Bokdhcvism, ss a eerirus srpanization <f tho socielist
revolution, demamds cf all its partisans that they devote themsglves
fully an< sericusly to the job of fighting for the noblest goal of
man. The Thomasites, and all varietics of ‘Wscclalist" lawyers “doe-
‘forg, denticts, journalists, carzeists, petty-teace-union officials:
municipal office-hokders anc¢ the like, have no such "notion- of the ~
party as absorbing the whole life of a member." Not 4t ali! In the.
5+P. you can be for Socialisu-in~Your-Spare~Tino and still be 4n hon-
ored anc respectable nerver cof society. Your party activity.is con-
fined-the nerty cdoes not"chocse your value for you'-to avoidigiving
offense to rcepectable -citizens, ‘and ‘tq bringing your fridnds to ycur
radio to listcén to*Norman'Thdmas broaddast.j'Onde‘q“xcar,;ydu_explgin
%o people why they should vote for Norman ‘Thoriae” even, ‘though you con't
agreec with his‘éyeeoﬁés ang articles,.opﬂcyqn;thougngtnese'ppgéches_“
and articles den't apree with what the par'ty says, and the rest of the

year you carry the illustrious and”incxpcnﬁiﬁﬁ'tiélefﬁf”"sobiéliéti.;

All through the year; of orurse, you can make 1t plain’ that you, = .~
thank god, have'ncthing'in'COmmoﬁ’With,?clshﬁyrsm.;q L

r . “ .

In the eneiomentance quoted dbove, we.have in a.nutshell the reas-
on for the Sherman capitulation, plus the redson. why the matter is . . :
more important than Sherman ancd théfddzbanQuth;thJcapixﬁlated'with',
him. At bottom, it was the same reason for: the .3Grhhan degertion .and.
the few other defentions.thajgwe.havp‘hgd;;;'};4'. Srimeies 0L )
| In this period of extreme difficultibs for our moveneht, of S
exXtreme unpopularity of the revoluticnary socialist position in the ™
eves of the bomrgeoisie and‘thoir‘bootliukcrs_ipfthef1ab6r novenent,
the weaklings and cowards takb”onC'pretextfor;anotheriinﬂbrder to .
escape the discipline of the revolutionary party. ' In once case, it
may be a conscious process; in another case, it nay be.unconscious.

i% doesn't matter, for we know. that the power of human .

In any ¢ ase , ! v ) e
'zatiomaliza%ion,1s‘inf1n;te;}énd the objective result.is ‘the samec.

What does it fMean-escape the discipline ' of the revalutionary
rarty? This cdiscipline ie net, primarily, regulated by the statutes
2f the orsanization: this you shall do and this you shall net do.
it 1g=-if not with the Stalinists; at least with us--primatily and
above all the discipline of the party's revelutionary program. It is
this program that marks out the fraic-work of tha warty's discipline. -
+t 18 within this program that we operate-and not outside of it. (That
13 why our decision that the faction acvocacy nf anti-3dolshevism by
tac Shermanites is incompatible with party membership, coincided so
cxactly with oherman's earlier decinicn to the same effect.) The
vqcillating clements, the elements in whom cur principles are not
Iirmly rooted, the weaklings, the timid, the elements without on-
darance or falth, the elements to whom any battle iost is thc whole
war lost-—-all these, in the movement and around the movement as ine
tellectual sympathizers, are, like all the rest of us, under the ..
2ecaviest pressure frem the bourgecoisie and petty-bourgenisie world.
That pressurc is not dirccted acainst us as individuals or cven as a
group—~for the enemy would nto recject aild from us id we offered it., It
ig cdireoted apainst cur propram. It is dirceted against outr olshe-
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; viem, our Marxism, our revolutionsry socialist position, cur inter-

FV nationalist resistance to their national ohauvinism. The difference
: between the party, on the one side, and the Shermans and Burnhams = °
3 1indide or outside the party on the other side, 1s that they yield to
1 the pressure, collapse under it, ory out that they have abanconed the

§ funpopular program-we do not anc shall not yields '

¥ We know very wellthat, besides this pressure, "there is the fac-
¢ tor of the depressing sertom of defeats suffered for so long by the

@ international -working class. We know very well that, in addition,ther
$§ 18 a terrible .discreditment of the very name of sccidlism by the hid-
- cous rooord of Stalinism. We know very well, finally, that, like our-
eelwes, thoudands of serious militants reflect and want to ﬁhink mere
and;more about the problem of preventing the bureaucratic degeneration
g of ther evélutionary movement;and that deficiencies and blunders in -
5, our party militate against tts growth and progress. ~3ut while these
§ frotors weigh most cecisively in the defection of the '"nameless ronk—.
¢ and-file workers" - they serve enly as pretexts in the case of ninety
nine cut’'of a hundred sherirans end 3urbhams.. With these types, all
Phrasemonzering abcut "Selshevism—-equals—3talinism! is only a pretext
for. escaping the contrél and _disoipline of: the revolutionary socials
ist program.. Durnham himself once explained this:eloquently and ad=:
[ equately about other retreaters and deserters, anéd there is no need

. of revising thet -judzement in the case of his latest eriator.

IR B S SRR
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| ‘The 1688 to the 5.P. of e dozen or so-young comrades is not,in
itself, of any great importance. A s a sypmtom of the times, it is
very importent. Upson our party cevolves huge tasks. As we are today,
Wwe can only berin to fullfill them. We must however, fpeasure up to
them, for unlcss they arc fullfilled by the class whose name we beer,
socicty is doomed. We can measure up to them only if we build upy cn
the founddticns we have 1aci a powerful, invincible macs movement of
the werking class, matching under the banner of the Fourth Internat-
¥ ional, of the world party f the srcialist reveluticn. - 3ut for this
¥ cur frundations must be retained and strengthened, and. We must ros1s£
2 cvery effrrt .t~ undermine and weaken them. Bhese foundations arc cur
§ program, arc cur principles,-are our hundred-year cld tradition of .
- struzgle — the propram, principles and traditibns: of Marxism and -

- Jokshevism, the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky. On then we
"-can and wiil_build.and win. . -~ o T : L

“-Politicil Cemmitteéc
'Schachtman, scorctary. -
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