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SOCIALIST OR "SOCILLIS”“ POLICY OF THE MARSHALL PLAN
or How to Help Stalinism,. .
' By Ben Hall

R R

Viewed superficially, the “reply" of the editors to letters from
Albert Golémen and James T.Farrell in the Y¥dy issue of LABMR ACTIONW
could be taken to mean: “Azalqut the Mershall Plan; for Eccnomic Aid
to Rurope.' What mvsterlps are wrapped uR in this illusive forrulal
Just what do they mean by "aid to Europe9 )

In the prevailing misery following the catestrophe of - o*‘d liap
II, wut can deny that the suffering ﬂeed assistance? If only this were
at stzke and nothing else, we could not deny to the soclal-véliare
workers, public end private, the pleasure that somes from “Vlblng the
poor and alleviating their hardships, 'ie could only point cut b
pitifully meager are the resultis of such charity in the midczt of the
accunulating effects of capitalist dceay; 2and request thee philanthro-
pists, ho cannot let go a dollar without g consoling social philosophy
to give them courage, not to aqno" us and deceive themselves cnd others
- with happy thoorics about remding the world through their noblc cfforts.,

Cemplaints that horscmeat instcad of br-cf or tobacco instcad of

- food werc being sent to Europe woculd then be in order, proving that

cvcn these prctensions of charity arc overladen by the narrow and scl-

fish mectives of calculating profiteccrs whae first concern is with their

p-rconte But os any rcalistic ph*lanthroplut could point out, while
scimeat may not be so tasty as bsef, it can be caten; while tobacco

cannot be caten, it enn beo "moLcé.

The Marshall Plan and thﬂ HRP arc submittcd with a fanfarc of
"bumﬂni+ar1an13ﬂ." But cven while clashing tho cymbals, thce sober stat:
‘men hum a different hote to ttdmselvcs. :

“A£1d in eny form, public or »rivate", says the Harriuman rcport,
ay involves many practical considernticns and limitntions which

cr its kind and quality." By "practiczl" considerctions, of coursc
ara acant the politicnl,cconomic and military aims of the Uniied States,
Nobody can trke thesc pretensions of humnnitorisnism scriously, leeast
of all scrious socialists, Qucstions of charity and humuncnosu, which
will incvitably flit in andout, ars not ot all involved in tiis discuss-
ion, ‘ '

Workecrs?! Aid

Elcementary class solidarity impals the workers to sond mabterdol
CSSiSt"DC“ to their ombattled brothers in a ncarby shop, in on alliéd
- indusiry, or in anothcr country. Thc socialists ond trade unicnists in
- Furope or: pocr, Tho American working class, cnjoying o far higher
rd of living, must support with cvery practical and matoricl
surc the strugglecs of their brothners in.other londs, But no cnc can
~Sven drcam that the American working class, itsclf not the-ruling class
but an 2rploited class, can provide the Turopean workers withvast
Jtwmbers of mochines, roise their stondard of llving, scnd thom sceurity
and wcll=bcinge

The workers in the Unitcd State can help the revival of the
Europcan sociclist and lobor m rmont but the chiof instrument of such
help is politienl ond not moterial nssistance, If the working class
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challengcs the imperialist plans of the American bourgecoisic, an
impetus is given to the socialist mevement everywhere, If it rorains
en 2ppcndage of Amcrican foreign policy, a weight will pross on Furope
which no material sid can lift. A& correct policy on the Marshell Plan
and "aid" to Europc cannot be crated and shipped but it is worth moro
than carlords of genuine beoef (or horsemcat), ‘

This discussion docs not rclate to matcrial aid by the American
working clcss to their European comrades, It does raisc for discussion
the relaticnship of Americon imperialism to European recovery; the
conncction betweon the rccovery of REurope end the fight agninst Staline
ism; ond the ottitude of socialists toward Ameriecon impericlist. strateg;

European Reconstruction

The keystonc of the question undcer discussion is the restorction
of ZTuropcan industry; the rc-cstoblishment of its tics with the rorld
market; the fccding and housing of millions of pcoplec; the elimination
of inflation ~nnd unamployment; the eholition of ecconomic crisis ond the
cstablishment of rchtive stability....thc social recovery of 2 vholec
centinent, the sccond grectest incustricl workshop of the vorld.

This is thc task, modestly termed "aid to Europq" which is,so
vast in its domonds end implicctions that the Amcrican bourgcoisic,
despite its control over the bizzest pcol of wealth, achirery, food
monsy, in the world, is sclf-cdiiittcdly incopablc of cccomplishing it
on its oun, The ERP with all its billicns upon billions is conccived
by its proponcnts as only a gizantic pump-priming cpcration,

y U.S, Vlorld HMaster Plan

The basic strateglc ~im of thc Unitcd States is to "stabilize"
Europc as & subordinnte and subjugatcd cconomic appcndage of American
imperialism, dirccted by an American dictatorecoordinator, Zurope’
(naturally in its ovm interestsy) must not be pormittcd to interfere
with the nceds of Amcrican cconémy, ,

As the Harriman rcport puts it: ".,.the agoncics thiech exccute the
program wmust adapt their operations from time to time to the condition-
of our marlkets and nlways hove regard to the essential necd FOr CCONCe
nemic stobility in the United States as the keystone to world recevery,"
Furopc will be prmitted to £ill in the interstices of world trade, to
bc squeczed out in ¢~se of world deyression, The subcrdinated condition p
of Zuropc provides a cudion for Lmerican capitalism, ' '

Europe must rcmain on its knccs, No other power must Dbe prrmitted
to disposc of itz grecot industricl resources. Two world wors vore
fouakt to deny this privilege tc Gormany cond if nceeasary o third will
oc rouznt to provent Russia from replacing Germany, "If the countrios
of mid¢le«licstorn ond Hediterrnncan Furopo sink under th2 burden of
dospair cnd hocome Cormunist..ebthis transfer of ‘estern uropz the
s¢ecnd grectast industrial aren in the world and of the csscnbin
reglions vinich wust incvitatly follow such a lead vould radictlly change
the Amoricnon positiom," So reods iorriman's report to Trunucn,

Amorican impericlicme-dictating tc Furope vhat it must produce,
how much cnd where it chall invest, how hich 2 standard of living it
shall allew its population, wheve it shnll scll its productse—-is
driven townrd o world nmaster plan by the very noturc of modorn clacs
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socictye So giguntic nrc the proporticns of modern industry -nd so
dclicate ore the threads which bind its varicus branchss <nd centers
togeothir that no ruling class con frcl sccure withont the total domin-
ation in cne form or anotner of tho cconomy of the wholc world, This
derande the climinntion of all potentinl rivals by complcote Cestruction
or rclcgation to the status of subordincto satsllite powers living o f
tho beunty of the imperialist euperor, Irperialfism drives toword toe
talitcricnisme..ethe"benevoleont" imperinlism of the Unitcd States os
well s the "malicicus" impericliswm of hussia,

nicclly it is tho ccnservativ

Ire ative
the utcpian theory of socialism in cne
Amcricon beurgerisie vhich lived off t
isolaticnismeesethese nre the twe antcgenists driven alnc ¢ contrary to
thedir oim dosircs and instincts by the incxoerabic feree of mecdern
ceonciiyy GO 2 1ifw and denth struggle of werld succcssicn,

Stalinist burocrzcy recred on
country n~nd the nirrowe-iindcd
he never realized foble cof

(1]

South Amorica mirrors the fotc of Eurcpcurder longetcrm Jriericon
deminnticrne,  The hegemony of the Unitod Statcs hes.lcft the fremer o
centincat of small backiard countrins divided cnong thewmsclves, govornce
brr sani-foscist dictators and monor-1s ithout populnr support, pcoplead
b discose, ond povirty-ridderi scrvante of Americon monopolizcz ond
subjoct to fcvastating dovnressicns, In Scuth Ancricn we have restrainec
o backuord centinent from rising cut of its brekrardness, In Eurcepe

“S aim tc thrust on advanced industrizl ecntinont down into its backe
VSTQnlsse :

\ .
The Compulsion Toward "aig"

fmerice is net compalled to greng "aig M to Europc (trcnsictions
Lo Jdemina to ¥urepe ) mercly vy its crntogonism with Seclinist Fussia,
“Inis oroblem (cf Europe)', save Scerctary of Stote Hershall, "reuld
2x15% even theugh 1t vers not ccerplicoted by'thovidoologica struggles
in Zurcpc."” An antagenism cxizte botweon tho Unitcd Stutes and Furepe
itsclf, ’

2

lor is Armcrica compolled townrd ERP by the nrozsurs cf the Furcpe
1 P v J p
n oroleteoriat oxecpt in £ 1linis-d £insc e The Unitcd St-tcs medifics

én

its plrne to zuin populer support cmeng the wopkers in ecrt i ccuntrics

Ty enccuraging ond rclying unon thoe SccinleDenmcerney, But, tc¢ sink int:
1¢ phrnscology of LIBOR £CTIU4, this prelicnee upon reformist portics

»

5
;:j .
Mo

B the workers is truly cne of tho political Y"eonnctnasicrns™ cf the
“he It 15 4 flecting, subordincte, limited, s~dventiticus rsacet of
marictt policy which ean ~nd will Lo cdiscnrded, The donctotica of the
Plon,ie.ce, its cssontial nnturc, is imperialist ~nd thovor *s.rcactione
ry torcigh end threugh, Groces, Turkeyw, Chinn; Darlan, G

5

S hepr ) by

.
g

0
i

)

X
roaud, De
G lltee,those apethe aubhontic ~nd durcble cmbadimont of Amcrican pclie:

clezcr to war and tho treater the noods of war preplrctions,
il be pesaihly for the Unito Stetos to ra2ly upen rofore
citluBemoerascy., Tho Uniked Strtos is rich but noes rich
uy off thce werking clacs of the vholoa world, Thc new Truncn
rriit" (rcnds circet) the Burcpean nations in the frierican
nloy ERP funds for rmurdions must, if carricd cut, Lova pCe
livic-l cencrquencess  The only forimln cver inventod for WLR Droenarne
tilons 15 "Canmen, net buttor," Aaq this menns Bonapartist dictatership
not socigl-democracy,

T Tees

s

i

'y

, Smericcn is compelled to grant"aid" in fho seme vey that copitnlisi v
15 "compelled" towapd imperialism, Te inquirc it Furcp: shoild rejecct 8

Or fceont this aid 15 te 3k ap absurdity. The ERP and imperialisgq p
. : . . 04> 8 /.
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dictntion which it represcents it nct like a pift of bonbens, which one
may accept or re ject dcpundlng on hcw the ribbonevre cpping strikes on”'ﬂ
_, fany, Evrope will either "recject" imperialist "aid"(rcador will plens
“translate for himsclf) by the socizlist revoluticr or it will be "~1dcu
by the United States or Russia, thfot is, dominated by end suhordins tcd
to imperialism, rcducod to a 1nmr-coloni“1 status,

7

: For. o aiffcrent plan of 2id, ¢ plan purged of its 1mncriullst
Yeonnctnticns", a different class would have to rule in the United Stotc

- nomely, the weorking elass, 2 non-propertied, poor class which con aid

t the reccnstructicn of Eurcpe only if its controls statc power,

- Goldmen, Farrell and the LAPOR ACTION ecditorial board have o plan
of ~id 211 tkcir own,

Aid & 1z Lobor Action, etc.

1 hen Goldman, Farrcll, and the ditoirial b rd refer to “aid"

- the wecang .~ program for the stebilizaticn mnd reccenstruction of '

} Europcon industﬁv‘ We cre foced not with o toetical position on the
| Marsholl Plan bub a whole ncw progeanm for defenting S¢alinicnm by the
b copitclist recenstruction of indust»y, This progrom, despite tho

b minor differcences between them is the fundemental conception nch in
f ccanon by 1l *hrﬁc.
: | ’

1 They repeat cver and over cgcln vhat *bhy hgve in mind: "put the
L consinent beck on its feet"; 00030”10 rcevival”s "receonstruct rulnod
economics"; Veconomic rocovery" "rnbuilding cf ruincd industrics”

 The little terminclegicsnl shilt to Lhe word "aid" only helps ooscure

f what they recally intend to "exact® from tno cxisting governmont, Their
 policy wculd bost be summerized 2s follows: "Against the imperinlist
 connototicns of the Marshall Plan, For tho reconotructlon of EZurcpe by
t Amoricon capitalisn," :

But lot us look at their pregrem in full outline,

<

Progrnt of £11 Three

ﬁ(of their progranm)
r01nt once: Dcpressicn ond crisis strontghén Stnlinisn in Furcpe,

Lobor Leticn: "on the othor sidec of the Marshall Plan boundary
cons the everencnacing flguro c¢f Stalinist Russina, feeding cn cconomie
rgnatien 'cnd hunger, recdy tc zdvoncee over prostrate naticns,” '

; _Coldwgr- "It must be remembered that wcrn we in o posltlrn te
pdefeat ths lershall Plan and prcececded to éde se, the real benaficiorlos
Evrould by *hg Stelinists,”

u C Forrells ",,.if OOUdlt;OnS furti:cr degencreate in 'estern Turope,
ponly Stnlinism will goin,"
.There is, let us grant an importont clement of truth in this pro-

¢ but ¢nly an cloment. Just as in the absence of proletorian lender-
hip capit-list erisis leads the potty bourgcois mosses to f o scism, so
n the obzcnce of reveluticnary sceinlist lec .dership, capitalist decay
t londs large scetions (not cll) of the proletarint and other classos to
E Stalinism, But this corroct idea is transformed into a tok- ~1ly d¢ifferent
b conceptions thet only Stalinisi can grew in periocds of cconcnic crisis,
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The growth of frscist influcnce could h~ve boen counteracted by
a corrcct policy by thc proletariat, The growth of St inism can be
counterncted by 2 corrcct policy on the part of the anti-Stalinist
sections pf the working class, But vhrt stands in the wyy cf influene
cing Stolinist workers? Preceiscly the fect that the anti=St-linists
ape ar ~S the spokesmen and npolozists for fLmerican imperialisn which
i1s Justificdly distrusted ~nd hated by millicns who exrcss theip
cppositictn to it by supporting Stalinisnm. The new progran hovever
teachss thnt we can combat Stalinism only with American "aia", 1In
this wny, the anti-Stalinists are further discriented and thc strone *
gthonad held of Stelinism over nnsses of werkers, for from biing under-
nired is gunronteed, -

Point tvio: From the fact that economic stagnation pronctes the
growin of Stalinisnm is deduced :he urgency of "aid" to Europe (trans-
late, plenzel) ‘ ~

bor #ction: "Ecomomic revival is essentinl for the revival cf

T~
—dn
¢!'s sceirlist rovenment,." ond further, "Econonic reccvery is of the

s
4t Stalinism is gg_gg'ggfeatcd 21 the workingelrss of Buropec .
riphtsis in original), a

The crror here is the econvarse cof the onc abeve, It implics that

- only the revolutionary scecinlist revernent 4vrill be strengthened by the

restoration of capltalist stability. Eut cbviocusly the imncdirte gaincr
vill te the bourgecisie and Amdrican irmperialism, Vhich gnins most in
the lcng run, the bourgcoisie or tie sccialist movement will dcpend
upen the poliecics of the socigclist noverent, If the laotter supports a
"religicn of Americanism® then the hourgeeisic will gain in thc short
run nC with the incvitable axplesion of tho illusions of Amcricone ‘
supported progerity, Stalinism will be o theusand tinmes strengthened
in thc long run, (Host important: o zcarch fop copitelist -stobility is
offered here as & substitute for r progran to defeot Sta2linism,)

Point thrces: Eecnonic rccovery rmust come quicikly; thc sceirlist
revoluticn Is far off; we must have 2id from ¢ pitalist 4Linerien,

Lobor fetion: ",..the urgency of aid coxistis now, while thnerc is o
ccritclist rnd not o sceinlist government in ''mghington, o ccnscquently
fover cxacting aid from this government for the reaenstruction rnd ro-
havilitotion of Europo,." (Eriphosis in originsl)

Goldrien: "We zre not cenfrcentod by & situation vhore the cltornactiv
to the iarsnzll Plan is cne for the raeccnstruction of Europe ch o
scciclict bacsis, The altecrnative to tho attenpt to rcconstruct Furope
on 2 enpitalist basis is to perniit the industrics of Zurcpe to ranain in
ruins, tc pormit the pceplo of Zurcpe te remnin mungry ond thus t. - id
the Stalinists, " : - '

Rarprell "The copitalist rocenstruction of lestern turops is far,
fer bobinr tien no reecnstructionses oThs simple froct is thot Ceény only
arierican venlth and power stands in the road of Stolinist exponsion,”

This, in surly is a progran feor the struggls rgainst Stalinism whese
founid-sicn is the capitalist recovery of Europe finanecad by imerican
iriperialism, Sociclistic and 12boristic twigs grafted en the capitaliast
stem ddentify the sceinlist outlook of the authors, Goldrand ona Farpcll,
earryirg out the implicaticns of treir progran almcst te the cnd, con-
clud: that we rust not cppose tie Mershell Plan, Fappell st-tos Lluntly
that we must support it.  Gold imn "absteins” but veuld vege "yegh if his
. . [ L]
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vete werc decisive, This is on}ly & slight differcnce in technique,
There is o grim logic to thie P0siticn,. e, if the 2id of the United State:
is decisive in warding off Stalinicm then from this point of viow it
veuld truly be a catastrephe if the Marshall Plan failed tc carrm

LLEOR ACTION gngs at putting tne conclusion so brutally; but in

shying covicy tron the incscapable logic of its o n position it falls
into ludicrous centredictions., The be rd would Cppcse the Plan “en
1

C
prircinle” teo demonstrote a lack of cenfidence in the inpcriclist
bourgecisies At the s me tirme it voices confidence that @ noneinperial.
ist policy can be "exacted" from the bourgeoisie in vhom i% hos no

cenfidence, It votes "No" on the Plan but cvades the very guestion

which Goldnian puts: howwuld you vote if your action were decisive? It
Opposcs measures which arc "solely" in the interests of impcrialism, Bu
the liarshzll Plan by its recsrening cannct be "solely" in thc intcrosts
of imperialism else how could it statc thet "the Marshall Plc

Ma ‘n_crbracee
¢ measurzof such ©id" (thot is, such oid os LEZBOR ACTION scaks)?
] }

: These centredicticons do not- result from
- They doticnstrate that the cditors dc not ha

roarill,

2 simplc crror in leogic,
ve cenfidonee in their own
They cnnnot convince anyene of anything but can caly give

f cncouragsement to the point of view ¢xprcssed by Goldmon and Farrcll,

§ vhom, belicve it op not, their statorent is supposed to "answer "

Two Altcrnativos-Roth Falsc

» The futurc of the woriing class in this new program is linkcd to

i the fatn of capitalist prosperity at a mowment when the whole crpitalist

@ iorld i3 in ~ state of chrenie crisis ond instability. To have confi-

@ dcnce in their own outlook, the cditors izould have t¢ invent what they

@ connct ‘discover,,..the possibil ty of o viable copitnlist rccovery for

& Europce But no onc hns cncugnh fuith to inspire such an inventicn, The
 board tells us: "Nor do we h-ve the slightest confidence in the ability

of this act to accomplish oven whet it clainms it vill accerplish, Thus

E've would wich to signify by cur vcte (No, en the iarshall Pl~a) no con-
fidence in the government of the imerican capitalist clnass, no trust

in its proposals, nc frith in its Lhility to maintain peoee or resurrcct

the Zurove it helocd dostroye” (cipnasis mine)

This is no longer g policy but = fit cf politieal ccenvulsions,
Europs wust be rebuilt otherwisce Stalinism will cornaucr, ANl yete..
Feapitolism cgnnet rebuile ¥uropc, 'hat follows? Only this} Furopcan
precovery is impossible and sho Stalinist victory incvitable., In a worlad
Lof capitclist décay their hepes dic as the prospacts for capitalist
frceovery vonlich,

The @iffercnce between Gelé-on ond Farrcll on the ene sicde sond
'LABOR _.CTIGN c¢n the other besins heres The former offer ug tne policys

B L:BOR LCTICH offers at onc ond the sanie tine, two mutuclly contradictory
ipolicice, hrsh false, .

The first rolicy goes os follows:

1) Econcriic rccovery is of tne cssence if Stalinich is to be
+-

dolaated,

_ 2) anlistically, we cunnot expect this rccovery tec bz fincnced
¥ 2 werling class government iu the United Stnte
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3). Therefore we favor a recovery financed by tho coxisting capital-
ist governmcnt,

The sccond policy goes like this:

1) Economic reccovery is of the csssram, ctc,

2) Ve cannot expcct a working class government, etc, :
. 3) 'Y’e have no ccnfidemcc that the capitelist government can restore
urcepc. ' s ’ '
' 4) Thereforc, thc econorlc reccvery of Europe is impossible and
the dcfert of the proletariat by Stalinism is guarantced,

‘The first policy legds toward criticel support of the iarshell Plan
rnd US imperialism, The second policy writes off the Europcan vorking
class in o fit of despzir and defeatisn, :

The Coimon Thene

Both policics hove this in cormon: they do not take the world es
it is anc scek to firnd those levers which can raise the lovel of wcrking
closs conscicusnesse On the controry, uncbls tc find in 1ife, cos it

; ﬁ_rea11y is, the possibilities for sceialist revolution they dcoend upon

the action of the ruling class to remake the world ns theywould prefer,

Capitalism is crisis, deprcssicn, recoverys war, preparcticns for

J7 ;war, tnd peace; uncrpleyment and high criploymentees.these orc the

objective facts of capitalist econony overvhich we do not have control,
If prosperity strengthens reforwuist trends it docs, not rican that we basc
our policy on 2 "preference” [or depression., If depressicn strcngthens
fascist or S,.nlinist trends it dces not menn that we base our policy
upon & fprefdrence"” for prosperity. ’

The tok of revoluticnories in each periecd, on the basis of the
given cbjective conditions, i3 to follow that policy whrh furthers the
‘indopendent-o¥mss tdeology of the®prolctariat, The fundanentzl line of -
the "recoveryists" dces not seck tlicse slogens cr policies which arc
c¢spcclally adapted to a given pcriod of crisis (or prosperity)e Thoy
propcse the period of rccovery in and of itsglf as the policy.

~ Developricnts during Capitalist Crisis .

ible developrentis in store for Europe arc not at oll eXe
C s

: The poss
hausted 'by th imple alternatives: capitalist recovery or Stolinist
victorya.

Stolinist seizure of power in Europe, ushering in World ‘'ap I1I1,
would ke the prescnt discussion obsckte, or more prcciscly, rcise it
to the level of o discussion on cur ottitude toward such 2 war, These
censidoraticns aside, world cconomic crisis ond depression, concurrent’
with e:xztended Europcan erisis and depression, would lead the irerican
brurgscisic to scck & solution for itself 2t the cxpense of Zurcpe,
which rncans the Europan bourgeoisic as well as the masscs, ~As Lmerica
squeczcs its own allics and satellites (in their own interests, cf cours:
tha basis fer on nlliance betwoon Stolinism and the Russian burocracy
on the one hand and cther groups, partics, cJjsnses, ond governicnts
woulad bo established, Stelinh would try to invent new devices ond
mrneuvers te subordinate the proloteriat teo itsclf 4t a tine when the
vorkers are forced tofight in thcir own intérests, The Renault, strike
‘Which was an opisode during the changing Stolinist lino could under
such cenditions become part of a whole trondeseeetlways depondent of
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course upon the policy followed by tho anti-Stalinist sections of the
viorking class, Recovery cr depression, the conflict betwsen Stalinism
and the workins class cxists as an objcetive fact and mist be evidenced
in differcing fcrms under differihg circunstances, L

'3

Put ths living class strugglec will certainly prove to' be far more com~
plex cnd rich in possibilitics than the simplistic formula of the
editorjal beard, If it is argucd thot in the event of docpreczazion-it
will prove impossble to7win over the masses from Stal inism, then it
can te argucd with at lsast oqual validity that in periods of prosperits
and ¢t7tility it is impossible to vin tho masses wwey from bcurscois
dorocracy, If depression and discontens lead to Stalinism, i & vors
leads tc the porpectuation of capitalism, 411 these erguments boil
down to tris: umnder no forseeable circumstances is the socializt rcvoe-
§ lution & prectical possibility, The cdvocacs of capitelist rocovery

| have an Lladdint's lamp wheoe power can surmon the prolctariat, but only
t in pcriods of prosperity, Thus far, howcver, the sccret of its mnagic
has not been rcevcaled,

vo,
, cvent of deprezsion, challenging the Amcrican capitalist class,
" "the bourgecisie of bourgcoisies", in its own stronghold cc:ld be a
L potent factor in encouraging antie- Stdinist rcvolutionary Gtondencics
g in Zuropce DBut only to the ecxtent that it does not defond but indicts
| the fordgn prolicy of Jall Strcct.: Apologctics for the Marspnll Plan
& hinder just that deve lopment among the Lmerican workers which could havr
i the nost progressive offects in Europec,

The formation of a Lator Party in the United States, rost probable
e 0

"Profercuce” for Recovery

Let us assumc that the cconomic recover of Europc, meagcr and
: » - " 4 &
transicnt as it must prove to be, would cffer a "prefcrabhle set of

B circumstanccs for the developmont of rcvolutionary class politienl

B tcndcncics ancng the workers, This stascment cof objicetive fact, haw-

B cver, is transformed into = pelitical program by Goldman, Farpell, and

# the 2ditorial toard, To take the possibi lity of rcecovery iwto tcocunt,
B to cstimaté its cffcets on tho working class movenment in formulating a

@ Profraries.ethet is ono thine, To moke the stobilizetion of capitalist

® cconcmy Four very progriam, ,sthat is quitc another thinge. It is to adopt’
g o rro=capitalist, Soéial<Domocerctic policy.

Rceovery in Suropc beforc World War IT
P

] ‘Men Burope was plungrd into cconomic crisis aftor the
B Vior, the Unitcd States in its plans to simulate Furopcan rc2s
 stabllity followed the samc strascrice objcetives as today, ¥

¢y soid
b in 1924, Y,..Murcpe will be permittcd to risc again but within linits
cct in cdvance, with esrt~in rostricted scetions of the world morizet
~1llotod ite ‘fmorican capitalicmeeeis prepering oand is re:dy to

L
cC
lssu2 jnstructions to Europosn banks and trusts, to thc Europcon

it il regulete the activity of the Europeen firmciocrs and ircdustrinl-
i1stse If wo wish tc give a clear and ppecisc answer to tho costion of
il

PR R

vinnt Anerican immerialisn wants, ve must say, it vants te b canitalist
g Suront on rations,"  (FI, July 1945) ‘ e |

: The Euror2a n Social-Domo racy, dependent upon copitalist prose-
rpority, saw in tho fintneinl 2id of tho United Sties 2 means of cowae

& - D J " m

batting the tve "oxtreuecom. Rol heviom rnd richtict porchien, {(To]l.
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It ray be argued that this or that suggested variant is not likely.

bourgzeisic as o WholCees.this i8S its aime It will slice up tho morkote:
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\\\shovism, of coursc, meant geonuine comrunism)e The Social Democrats,
saild Trotsky, "e,einstill in tho vicriking masses the roligion of Amer-
lcanisms..othey rre meking » now political rcligion out of Ancricanism
and out of the role of Amorican capitlism in Europc. They are teachineg
~. or trving to tecach the toiling masses that Europc cannot maintain hepe
-sclf without the peifyirg rolc of American capitalism and itsloans,”

Up to the very cnd, in the period before the victory of Hitler,
the Germen social~Demoercts sought salvation from thc same licssiah, The
capbdélist crisis was driving tho masscs toward fascism or cormunism,
Only cconomic rccovery, in the opinion of the Social;Dcmocrats, could
permit the resolidification of bourgeois dmmocreacy by minimizing tho
sceial conflictse Their program was the rcstoration of copitalist
stabllity with the aid of the United Statese To this day thoy lament
that if only thc conccssions granted to Hitler by the Allics nad baen.
givon to them, demoeracy wuld hove been saved, world war avcrted. cte.
(320 appendix)

From hopes in capitalist presperity to the rising mess influcnce
of fescism= from hopes in copitalist prosperity via the Hfarshz11l Plan
to the rising massinvlucnec of Stalinism: we arc being asked to
resurrcet o very old program, '

Rocovory Can HClPeesoeIfeas

An cconomic boom in Germany may haves slowed down the risc of . ..
Mazism and provided revolutionarics with cdditional time for the prop-
agation cf their program and for the develepriont of & genuinc class
cadership for the workers. To meke "peforence" for a boom the policy
of thc werking class, however, wos te ensure not the developricnit Of
that lcadorship but its disintcgration; it vas to cormit Socitl~Dorio-
erntic suicide, )

io prefer peace to the irmcdiate outbreck of war, A period of
pcacc wculd provide a pausc during which the prolotariat night be
supplied with a revolutionary leedership eor onc which tends in theat
dirceticn, ‘ : ‘

To m ke this "prefercnce" the besis of our policy, a la liarshall
Plan, wec would have to arguc somewnot as follorss The prolectorict is
not ready to prevent wir by the sccialist rovolutiong thercfore wo
favor fcxacting" a peace policy from the cxisting governricnt; but tho
peace policy of the capitalist government has impericlist "econnotaticns"
thercfore we fight for a pcace poliey from tho cxisting gevernment deo-

From here to disarmanent; the United Naticnsg proposds agreoments
with Russina to ensure Justicc and perec fer Alleseethc rthole vagpage
of cll the dow-goodcrs of the world, Such o policy would utilizc the
period c¢f pcacc not to dissipate the pro-bourgeceiz  illusicns of the
pceple but to strengthen them and censcaently to onsurc tho mcirirmunm
support to the bourgeccisic in the cvent of war,

4L pericd of bceurgoois democroey gives time te preparc the strugegle
te dolect fascism only if the vorikers arc tought to rcly uvon thcir
evm-class strength ond t6 stand in cpnosition tc the bcurgmcis stote,
It net, ns the histery ot the Sceitl-~Leneecracy shes, it bocores o
period fcr the Rroparaticn of a cctastrophic dofert, A pcecricd cf peacc
bprovides time for the strugeglec cgainst wer tnly if the workers sve
twuzht thot wer can be prevented only by tho Gsca ishement of a workerst

governient, If ncot it bocorics a period for mebilizing the werlors bg%&gg
o - t

void of its impcrialism, e



the coming wer by slogons of dcnocrotizing imperialism, _

, A poricd of cconomic rccevery in Furope(oand in fact just such a
~period cxists in actuality) will give time for tho preporation of tho |
struggle ageinst Stdinism and rozction_only if the Europcan workczs_
arc taught the nccd for indcpendonce from o imporiali§m; oEly if thoy
arc-taught to soc through the fraudulent claims of Amcrican "aisg." 17
not the pericd of recovery becass = perioed in which the rival impericl--
ist mobilize the working cless for imperialism.and its war,

Seial-Demceracy and Stalinism

”

~ the imporizlist naturc of the Marshall Fian precisely teoeauze wn tddwer
- oursclvcs first and feremost to the Social-Democratic workers and not .4,
L the Stalinicts, (ThC "rCCOVLTylsts™ arc welcome to seize pp({l‘l_ﬂlls_ s_t.‘atq:“d‘gc
Tent in cay monner)., Buc this slonc naturally is not sufficient. With- 1,
- cut 2 ccrrcct oricntation toward SCCiﬂl-’)ci‘.‘su)C-I'aC}',A'th-eY"(the revolution- ...
= ists) will, 1liko thc parties -of -the 4th, only succeed in helping Stal- ..

Tﬁc chicf task of revolutimists in Winstern EBurcpe is to ex-oso
1
[

| inian, The kcy tc inflvenee over the Stalipist‘loer:mésoé.jg influence
£ over thc Social Demeratic wvorkers, not viec-verste The question can be
b pcsed os follar s: : R

i Shall the workers now drawn to Social-Democracy become the

. victims of Stalinist ideology through the inevitable disillusionment

. - with "American' prosperity..,or shall they, by a correct political

. attitude toward the American imperialism and its Plans, serve as a

i, battering ram for shattering Stalinist influence over the masses? From
k. illusions about the Marshall Plan to Stalinist influence over the |
b Social-Democratic ' masses.,.or, from a correct political line on the
. Marshall Plan to infouence over the Stalinist masses via the Social- '

“Democratic workers? The policy of the "recoveryists" leads to the |
first of these two alternatives, - :

Under certoin. circumstconens, capital
the granting of coneessions by the Lourgeo
‘stimvlote the growth of Suvelcl-Democracye.
‘priacriy os agninst the revoliniionary so-int 3 nr A
f . 1s pitifully iupotent but as aquinst Stalinist reastion, T
f of vicw of imerican imporialicn this differcasy is uch too iipoa

‘but frcm the stondpoint of rovoluticnary socialism thors 1s on cramious
“irmportcnce,

Stalinisn appears to the hest clements anong the Sceial-Domoerntic
werkirs as the subjection of the werking clazs to the Ragrina burseoacy
and the coxtinction not only o' beurgecis domec:rracy vt of all clcronts
of proletarich demecrrey. As agoinat suotugaticn S0 Pusnian iaperialis:
they chocse an 21linnee with the United stotrse Thoe merats LN Plir 1eps
anti~3tolinism within tne crbit of Arerisan Tuperinlic:i. L4hig cholieo,
hcwever, is mnde from tns standpoint of rthc mﬁ:t_clcr:nﬁgfj }u*cr;ufs

- Of the werking class: th: naintenance of ts standﬁrq cf =1V . Tl
b dofonse cf its crganizaticns, ‘hnt would «ivmiy be 'OpPOTEQﬂL:ﬁ; ﬁgd
. rcactionary as opposcd 0 the socialist 1ovel - ion rosulss oo Tundo-
b montolly progressilve cime which centain ir o-br»vo the best Cli.obing

.- Possibilitics for the cvolution of e genuinc claoss prograr,

: But for this pcesibility to be rcalizcd %he Soeial-Demeeratic

¥ wcrkers rust be scparatod fron American imporiclisn and the"rcligion

I of Americonisn abandencd, dithcut this it is - inpossiblc to dent the

(821
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the Sta linist wall, With it, the Sceiol-Democratic masscs con beeere

a pole cf attracticn for Stolinist werkerse The very fact that ceoncmig
rceovery cannot be sustained in Eurcpe means that o conflict botween
the Socicl-Denocraticenindcd werkcrs and Amcrican impcrialisii is ine
cvitablce But will this cenflict strengthen Stalinism or worken 1t2?

The first must heppen if the rcvolutionary sceinlists thorisclves sink
into SccileDcriocratic ideology and beecric the vietims of the proeimcre
ican cricntation. And this is preciscly what tho "reeccveryists" do,

To wckc the salvation of the Eruopcan revoluticn depend upen
fricricon cécllers is to conecive c¢f the American bourgcoisic os the
dccisive socicl foree in comba tting Sta linisn, It is s now "religion
cf Amcricanism", the Sismesc twin of the rcligion of Stel inisn, for -
neithcr can live scparatcly...both must dic together, It londs the prow
lotoriat to beeome the critical, democratic, oppositicnist, cven if
unrilling, adjunct of the capitalist class and ~s such crnnot influcncc
the followers of Stolinism, Quite the contrary., S8talinism truly
SpEars, &5 o consequence, s thc only alternntive to "Amoriccnisn”;
the proletariat remains within the clesed eircle of inmperialist idcoleg:
the perpctuation of Stalinist moss influcnce is guarantecd,

"Utilizing" &id

“As though what is at. stoke is scric sirmple tatical turn ond nect a
whole program for the stru-zele ageoinst Stalinism, the cditorisl baard
argu2ss the Furopeen labor movement rust "make use of the ccatradietion:
betwson Imericen impericlism and Fussian inperialism which compcls tho
fermer tc ship 21d to Europc." /ind it stotes, "we ndvoente thre full
utilizoticn by the Europcan pceple of whatever cconomic ~id iz given
tc them regardless of the purposcs behind thet aid." ‘

This cvades the vheole peinte Is there a political tendency that
maintains thet the Burepean workers should "rofusc to cceept” whet
cemes fren Americe? (Yhatever thot neansy  How do the worceps "cceopt”
cnd hew ¢o they "rejeet"? 4Aid gocs not to the Eurcpean pcoplc but to
th2 bourgecis governments under fixed conditicns,) Maybe the Connenitos
or the Stalinists; but if so, LAPUR ACTION hos 2% ne time given us the
detnilse “es, it would be idiotie for the peoplc te turn up. their nesc.
~t 2 carlend of potoatoes bocause it bears on imperinlist lablc, But the

1 qostion is: Shall the workors cof Eurcpe faver or opvosc the parti.
paticn of their country in the larchall Plan? Shall they support
ni Tizing of their respective noticns in the Lricricon crrit, No
ongwer in the LABOR ACTION statcment, : :

It is nct o quection of whether te utilize the contradictions
botzen the imperislists but of (1) How te utilizo thery, ondé (2) How
to prcvent the indignstion of the nr5s6s agninst cnch ef tho inpericlist
Ifrom lecding to support of the cthecr, :

Three Possibilitiecs

Tre controcdicticns cnong the classes and governments can $oke tho
Fellowine fepmgs :

(1) 1If the verkoers of Europc cre rallicd for the support cf the
Mrrshrll Plan nnésimiler venturos of fincrican impericlisr, then the

surrican benrgeoisic hes sucececcd in utilizing the aAntogonism be-
twaen the proletorist and the p2cples of Burope cn the one side nnd
oo

Wosion Lupericlisn on the cthor Lo sdvence the intereste of ual) Stroct
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the Sta linist wall, Wwith it, the SccizleDemocratic masszs con beecrie
a polec cf attracticn for Stolinist werkers. The very fact that cconomig
rceovery cannot be sustainod in Eurcpe riecons that o conflict botween
the Socicl-Denocroticenindcd werkcrs and Amcrican imperialisi is ine
cvitablce But will this conflict strengthen St2linisnm or woclken 18?7
{ The first must heppon if the revelutionory sceiaclists themisclves sink
i into Sceil-Dcniocratic ideology and beecric the vietims of the CrO®AMCY -
ican cricntctions And this is preciscly whot tho "reccveryists! do.

To mcke the salvation of the Eruopcan revoluticn depend upen
fnicricon Gellors is to coneccive cf the Arericon bourgeoisic os the
dceisive socicl forcc in comba tting Ste linisnm, It is e now "religion
of Amcricanism", the Siamcse twin of the rcligion of Stal inisn, for
ncithcr can live scparately...both must dic together, It 1loads the pro-
letariat to become the eritical, democratic, oppositicnist, cven if
unwilling, adjunct of the capitalist class and ns such c¢~nnot influcncc
the followecrs cf Stalinism, Quite the contrary, Stalinisn truly
cppars, 48 o conscequenec, os tihe only alternntive to "Americconisn”;
the proletariat remains within the clesed circle of imperialist idcoleg:
the perpctuation of Stalinist mass influcnce is guaranteed,

e g ESE . o

"Utilizing" £id

As though what is ot stoke is sonic simple tadical turn ond not a
wvhole progrem for the stru<zele agoinst Stolinism, the cditorial bard
argusss the Europeecn labor movement rmust "make use of the ccatradietion:
betweon fLmericen impericlisnm and Fussian inperialism vhieh cormpcls tho
fermor tc ship 2id to Europc." 4né it stotes, "wo ndvocote the fulld
utilizoticn by the Europcan nconle cf whatever ccecononic cid is given
tc theom rogardless of the purpcacs bchind thot aid," :

This cvades tho vhele pceinte Is thorc a politicsl tendency that
naintoins thot the Burcpean workers should "rofusc to cecept® whe
cemes fron America? (Yhatever thot means} How do the workeps "accopt"
rnd how co they "rejeet"? 4id gocs not to the Eurcpean pcoplc but to
th> bourgecis governrients under fixed conditicns,) Maybe the Connenites
or the Stalinists; but if so, LARLR ACTION has ot no time given us the
detnilse Yes, it would bo idiotic for the peoplc to turn up.their nesc.
at 2 corlend of poetoatoes bocausc it bears en imperislist lablc. But the

1 gostion is: Shall the workers of Eurcope faver or opposc tho parti.
aticn of their country in the liarshall Plan?  Shall they support

iiing of their respective noticns in the Aricrican croit, No
sver in the LABOR ACTION statcmcnt, : :

& queccstion cof whether te utilizo the contradictions

ists but of (1) Hew teo utilize ther, and (2) How
nation of the naSses agninst cach of tho inpericlist
port of thc other, :

It is nct

Three Possibilities

tre eontrodicticns cuong tho classcs and governments can Soke tho
fellowine fepmge :

(1) I the verkaers of Buropc cre rollicd for the support of the
i~rshell Plan cndsimiler venturcs of Ancrican inmperialism, then the
4Auarican bewrgeoisic hes sncecodcéd in utilizing the antogonisa boa-
tuaen the proletariast and the p2cples of Burope cn the one side ond

Wsinn Inporiclicm on the cthor Lo zdvence the intorosts of Jall 3Stroct
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¢ veuld in the first plrec be thv

~]lZe-

(2) 1If thc workers cf Zurdne ere led by the Corrunist Peartics to
ocprosc the ilarshall Plen by simply scbotaging its operation. If thot
begecomes the guiding line feor the masscs, tien Stolinisn hns succceded
ir utilizing the antogonizns baudocn the peoples and US impcriclisn,

(3) 1If the workers cf Turcpc, in particulor the Sceial-Democrotic
workecrs, rciinin in political oppng¢tiﬂn tc the Merrshall Flan cad honec
opposc the o;rt¢01p‘t10n c¢f th2ir nation in the aricrican orbit and ot
the sare tive carry on their struggle under the eccnonie ond scein
conditions st blshod by the Plan to do everything posslblc ond NCCCSSe
ary te cchicve on improverment in their living standards and wolitieal

“

rights ond to fight 2grinst prcpgrbtlﬁ“. for war, then nnd o1y then do

S5

the weprers utilize the contracicticns betweon the rivel iro»riuliuug.

If the FEuropcen workas dc nct follow this third reoad and if thoy
are act enccuraged te de so by the most powerful werking clace in the
world, the Arncrican werking clnss, then they and nct only they ore
docried to snerifice thernsolves cucc ag in as tcols of iripcrialism in 2

Third ticrld lar. Suppert cf the Iior “ﬂll Plan in my of its varictics
Gots not check this terrible cventuality but ccalcrotes it,

Annnndix

Sxtrasts from specch by Rudolph Broitscheid, 10 der ¢f the Germen
Sceinl Dowocr ey ond uclbguto ot ths 1631 Ccngr“ of the (Sccond)
-Lebor nnd 3ocialist Internationtl:

¢ the workers) clso core begine
ility, tlc feclly of the capi-
fo semc cxtont cxplnins the

M eethe cther clacsses (in adc

ning tc :,PC\lV“ ~nd roalize the in
tallst Cricr of induslrye Thls very
issuz of the clcetions to She Reich
‘the risc eof o fantastic, utorinn oo

I

Scptemeber of last vear ond
id cf any preogron ond rée-
is)eeeefnd W& son furtlcer
ing oxtromisn on tiwe Left,

¢ lying cn violcnee ond dictrtors
. how this dire cecnoniz®A¥ress i
we soc how thc COﬁmunw't sloch. sing thecir rognetisn 'x:.cn"r
thesoe whe porhnps for years no vitheut work anf £0Clesee
- The working class strnds at tho szck bod of enpitclisn not only os the
heir but ~lce s the doetor in the convietion thht 2o collcpsc cf cope-
itcelist sccirl economy in thoe I cne noy imrgincs frem bine to tire
Pllrp,u ¢f thc Gorimnn verkin igeless on
of th: working closs gencrally e turn to the financicrs of the worlé
nct in crder to nphcld cz UltblLox, ve tuarn te thonm ot this noient for
the sake of tho Germimn werkorse.eeeIn crdor to maintain thooo °oc1"11°t
" theso secds of cormundl cernomy within capitnlism, cur
intorest decs not lic in the break-up of Gerran scci-~l seoncny, cnd
_ Sre we hove thit right to enll upcn these vhe hove ths pcssibe
1lity of upheldling the werkinzelass in Gornnny Sogother wit the
cconcniie cretenm, Unfortunntely, these orc the copitalics - Uafcertu-
‘nately, with the best will pessible, tkhe Internaticnal "itl =11l the
= eral support which it cnn grant us is not rich cnough to rant us the
‘nceassary wwtorial support, CCC(QlHFl ve ors oppealing to the
financial pvovers of the werld :
1823
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- NOTE FOR THF BYLPETIN
~ ' By Ben Hall

The April 24 issuc of the Bulletin contains &n articlc by ne on
?'UAI Policy% I did not subnit this erticle for the disecussion Bulleotin
but as 2 letter to the Politicnl Por%ittno. I have no objcecticns at
2ll to its publicmtlons but bocgusc the same issuo of the Bullotin
~contzins ~n article on the sarc subjcct from San Francisco is opprars
f.as though mine mey have becn written as a roply to thoirs, This is nct
;'tho.case #t alle I criticized what was supposed o bo o turn in. our
';futurq‘UAW work aimed at the building of indepondont caucuscs of ﬁili-
:tants. They criticized tho rcputed inconsistoncics of our pas§ work

and our linc on the Taft-Hartly law, incorrectly in ny opinion,
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TOJuRD A CL"AH BANNER :
: By Ben Lawton

3 .
enorrous growth of the Strlinist partles in 2ll key sections of
2% 2n in colonial countries where reveluticnery developnents nre
»in~ pcees the problem of cambeotting end dei'eating the Stalinist
within the labor movemente Here in the United States where the
cverrnalinnz bulk of the workers remain subjectively proeccpitalist, the
q:ﬁlfnists cpsrate as 2 potent-threat in the trade unions and in &1l
oy covericnts of the American workens, It is noteworthy that the
Pivil by of +no Stalinist forcde stoands in sharp contrast to wheat has

e B gnt 12 cver the vears by our leaders.  For example, in 1935,

2 an W“Oue'

d' cr
.)

Firzamvrhile, in its work of self=-liquidetion, we cannot Hut wish
tc Stzlinists god-gpecd. The NI, darch 1935 pe 379 '

Time end again, we were %cld t hat the demise .of the Stalinist
ensny wes but around the corners. - Ah, how simple life would.be if the
stalinist movements would simply disappear and leave the ath clear for
~ rgvoluticnary dnvclonvont. Unxc*tun.toly, life shows the Stalinist
"corpse! alwsys very much alive ond diverting the revolutionary devel-
crments emong the wnrkers into rezctionary channels, Further, Staline
ism reveals iteelf to be 2 dynardc,expanding force; and left free to.
racccfully advance its v*ews, ~nd uhac workers who organize to ccmbat
uuulLuLod cre not ignered by the lottery--Where .pessible ti oY ﬁr\ hot,
*1vr1s0ncc, torturod, frooed up and isolgted by thc intern icnel
Ztalinict ngst"r nachinc, -

Isnlt it significant that tho Trotsiy vovemnnt Bas becn in exiqt-
ence on the internationnl scenc fcr 20 years now and yet nowhcre has it
Y37n abls t6 chrack the power of St‘llnismj Tr:is should oc czuse for -
orious thinkinge The nrpbl“m domands a.solution and 1? £211 to finé
5t ond aect upon it, we will prokaoihly pay with cur lives nS £ necnsear
fi stcp we must learn to identify Stdinist ideology ¢ nd expese it
horever it appears. Ve ourszlves must be frce from nny ¢ tt°Cﬁ,bnts
2linism in eny forn; cbviov ly, if we cre tarred with the Staline
rush then we cannot conduct zny resl battle agrinst the Stelinist

U)"Sm
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Do we staend on any position vhlch ties up in eany way to countere
rrvolatic ry Stalinism? 4is 2 coantribution to 2n answer of this ques=-
tn I .ls to prcsent scma factc for considern tlon.

o) . . . . .
) Our leacers gvow thzat the revclutionary program &8s azoinst the
Sulinist line was represenked nnd claberated by Trotskys

"In the struggle that Trotsky wnged agoinst the gravadizger of the
ticn, Stalin, until a Stolirist rssassin struck hlm Q0% ﬁ at his

<ot trile, the rovoluulun‘rv ovrorrem was pitted agninst a ccunteore
v ovoluticnary distortion of thut rrograme" (L&L. August 19, 19”6)

¢ is nét rnerely o historicel evalu ticn rcstrlctcd to ccnédemic
‘ : ~nece -Lest anyone belicevs theat the role of Trotsky in the
:Jath doevelopment is one question ~nd the overyday worlk of cur porty

hir, we arc tolde . . |87-5



- ~blc to Stelin perscnally, politically and orgenizaticnally,

=]l5a

"The essencd of Trcﬁskyism, its rcal heritage, is to bc found
only in our party.," (Thc NI, Scpte 1946 p.204)

Vhat is this heritage of Trotsky which is being given as our
banncr and which we are supposed to be applying?

As we all know, when Stalin wes cppointed to the post of General
Secrcotory, he managed to manipulcte that position to build up o burce
cratic machine ticd to him through the use of his appointive power,

Ve also know that in the latter stages of his life, while sick, Lenin
began 2 fight ageinst Stalin and scught to remove him from power, Along
those lincs, Lenin wrote an unusual letter on Doc, 25, 1922 evalucting
the ntin fipgurcs in the party lcadership and on Jen 4 1923 cdded o
postscript ndvocating thc removal of Stalin from his post., Bocrusc of
the content of this letter and duc to the fact thaot this was Lenin's
last ~dvicc to thc Party, it camc to bec dosignatcd as his Vill or
Tostarent, - :

This cdocumcnt as Trotskysays was kept under lock ~nd key and hiddc:
from the workers by the Stalin lcadership, The insistence cof Krupskayz,
Lonints widow, thet the dccumont be publishcd as Lenin intended it for -
the party nembers, proved of no avail, Obviously, had Lenmint's testa
mnt been publishcod in those years when Trotsky was still thec most
eminent figurc in the party and vhen Stalin wes but o relative unknown
figurc, Stalin would have bcen shdken from power, Thosc workers
struggling against the burcaucratic dcvoloprent weuld have o poverful
weapon to destroy the prestige ond authority of the Stelin lcandership.

Vhilc in Russia, Max Ecdstiuan mizcd with the perty leaders rnd
Jenrncd of the existence of thae Testamont which he published when the
writcer gct out of Russia in 1925, He wrote a book called “Sincc Leonin
Dicd" ond cequainted the workers with the frameup campaign of the Stali:
eliquec fecr cons@lidating thcir stolen power, By publicizing thesc facts
Eastnen performcd a distinct scrvice to the international prolctarint
£t that time, Enstmonts disclosurcs raiscd a storn of questicns and
naturally the prostige and authority of the Stolin clique wes éncrngered
Wo know thot the framceup cf the trcike, composcd of Stalin, Zinovicv’
&nd Kamencv wes dirccted at Trotsky., Ead Eastmnoan's story bocn authona-
ticated at that timc, the Stalin lcadership would have come inte sharp -
gonflict with the Cormunist minded workers who would have been croused
dnto strugglce tc rcmove the Stalin apparctus,

Instcad of the nccessary substantiation, Trotsky wrotc a vicious
attack ageinst Eacstman and stated ancng other things: ' '

o "A11l t2lk with rogard to o conecaled or mmtilated fwill! is nothing
but a despicablec lic, dirceted zcgrinst the real will of Corr-co Lenin,
and ngainst the intcrosts of the Party crcnted by hime." (Impreccrr,
Sept 3, 1925, p.1004)

.

Trotsky in this statcricnt gave Stalin's Gentral Cormittce.c clean
bill of hcalth and warncd tho werkers agninst belicving otherwisc, )
Eastman wos blacklisted by Commmunist work ers ond his work beeore knewn
a8 "Sincc Enstnan Licd," :

A 3trlin disavowal of the facts publicizcd by Enstrman could not
have had o fraction cof the impoertance of a disnvowal by Trotsky nor
could it have borner the weight of cuthority as the facts wore unfavore
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Did Trotsky lcarn of thc cxistence of Lenin'sTestoront only in
later ycars? No, Trotsky hinsclf testified thet he loarncd of the
Tcstaricnt s carly as lcy 1924,

"The first official rozding cf tho tostamont...occurrcd nct at 2
scé8sion cf the Central Cormittecc,..but in the council of scnicurs of
the thirtcenth porty congrecss on Moy 22, 192...It was horc thot the
oppositional members of the Central Committcc first learncd about the
L testomont, I AMONG THEM." (i., Trotsky, thc Suppressed Test-nent of
i Lenin, ppll-12 My capitols -BL)

b If it was not ignaencc of the facts thot prompted Trotsky tc nrke
i his stctencnt on Eastman what did? Is it that Trotsky was btound by
g ‘disciplinc" anc had to carry out o Stalinemadc decision. Lot every.
. sincerc comrode ask himself: " If the organization I cm in proparos a
L crige ngninst tho working class, would party disciplinc cxcusc active
{?assistance in perpetrating that crimc against the mosscs?" &s 2 nattor
. of fact{ Trotsky once ncted the rcvoluticnary attitude to party "dise

f ciplinc' as follows: :

]

E "esecven in the Bolshevik Party, with its very scvere discipline,

f Lenin first emphesized thet the csscncoe is nore important thon the form;
. that thc idcas nrc morc important than the discipline; that if it is o
E question of fundamcntal importance, wo can bmek the vows of disciplinc
p without betraying our ideas." (Thg Casc of Leon Trotsky, pPp422-823)

= The point is that Trotsky had formed a bloe with Lenin to fight

£ Stalin ( Scc"My Lifcl479-480..als0 resd p485-486) and Trotsky agreed

P to carry out this line as Loninte ccruty in the party, In hic statcnont
I 'on  Eastmon, Trotsky did not act on the basis of disciplinc to Lenin's

. line but on the basis of Stalin's 1linc, ‘

. Pecrhaps one might arguc that the qestion of the supprecssicn of

t Leninfs Testament and of publicly denying tho burcrucretic mcchinations

¢ of the 'Stalin glique, was an unimportant "incicdent" in the totcl dovele

b opmont, But Trotsky himsclf has insistcd thst "1t is a crime to keop

g it hilden from the party and from the warking class." (LT-NI llov. 1934

i p 125 Letter to Muralov), Notc carefully that Trotsky char-ctorizos

I the act as 2 ctime, that means the participants werc criminals unless

. words hove lost their neqings It is 2 long ways fron incident to crime.
- Incidently from thc scme lettorg : '

- "In any casc, my then statement on Eastman can be understood only
g an an integral part of our then line toward conciliation and PCrLCe -
¢ making." Necte the contracdiction} :

3 we ore told that the Trotsky heritage is to be found only in our

B partye The facts around the suppression of Lenin's Testarient shows that
b Trotsity ossisted Stalin in conccaling these vital document from the

¢ verker, If the facts cited zbove arc correct, then our heritage is

- collaboration with Stalinism. Anc if this heritege lives today in our

4 party then we are obviously not on the road towards the builcding af

I a rovoluticnary party. '

4 In this rogard I wish to call attention to tho following state=-
© moent macde by a leading riember of cur party:

3 "Historical Bolshevism hns never becn a closed book in  our - :
- party." (Erncst Erber, N,I, Jan 1947 p. 20. 1827
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4s the aquostion is admittedly open, it is the clemtery duty of the
Party to cxamine the facts which I have shavn abuc,
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STATEMENT ON THE ITALIAN ELTRCTIONS ‘ )
' ' By the Politicel Committec

# %

In dealing with the elections in Italy LABOR ACTION analysed them
from the point of view of the party's position on the reformist labor

. movement in conflict wvith Stalinism; specifically on the need of re-
- formism for a bcourgeois demccratic arena and on the totalitarian nature
. of Stalinist pover. Our analysis implicd support for the Sarragat

Bocialist pariy, a typical Social Demccratic organization,. though tio
failed to state so specifically. This was anerror and resulted from

'~ the fai lure of the PC to consider the sctiter in sufficient time to

L T W W W

. permit such & line to be taken.

The vote of two million ob*ained by the Sarragat Socialist ticct
4ds the most faverable aspect of the elections. It further underscores
the correctnsss of our position that the future of revolutionary ilarx-
ism lies in the Fourth Internationalist sroups entering the reformist
parties, vhich still contain large numbcrs of anti-Stalinist workers
and, in the ctse of Sarragat, demonstrates its ability to attrach such

workers from the Stalinist orhit, The quarter million votes which

Sarragat received in Milan, the old stronghold of Italian Communism

and since the liberatioh the stronghold cf Stalinism, is an indication’
that the mass cof workers who veer away frcm Stslinism do not seck out

tiny, unfamiliar propaganda groups but tend to oscilliete betwsen the
mass parties. Our best opportunity of influencing such workers is

‘from within the reformist organigzation,

The Sarrefat party is pro-fmerican in its foreign policy and favers
‘supnort to tho karshall Plan, as dc all Furopean Social Democratic ’
Parties cutsid+s the Russian sphere, However, it is incorrec¢t to cquate
the pro-Amecrican role of a party like Scrrarat to the pro-Russian rcle
of Stalinism and state t-at we can vote fcr ndther. In the absence cof
a revolutionary party, we generally supnort the roformists against thre
Stalinists, This wes above all neccessary under the specific circum-
stances of the Italian situation wherc tnc emergence of the Sarracat
party signified the re-esteblishment of o labor movement free from
Stalinist contrel for the first time since the liberation., In the
absence of the Sarragat party, t he Italian mamses would have becen cone- .
fronted with a choice between the Christian Democrets, the outright
spokesmen of the State Departmont and the political arm of the Vatican,
on tht one zide, and Stalinism on the other, The pro-American policy
of Sarragat is to be condemned. and fought, but cannot be made the Hesis
of ignering the werking class character ¢’ the Party, as 1is done by
identifying it with the Christian Democrats,

The votc cast feor Sarragat im the nerthern industrial citics incdi-
cates that nillions of workers who votced fer the CP~Ménni ticket in
1946 refuscd to follow the Stalinist 1linc in 1948., not because they
wgre pro-Amorican imperialisme-since in this case they weould have voted
for the Chriztian Domocratsebut becausc they remain loyal to the
Socizlist geal and their own class organizations., This is on2 cof the
most encourag.ng cvidenees that the hold of Stalinism over the wor'wers
in Furope con be brolen., Hewever, since roformism cannot supply an
answcr to the problems of thesc workers, it cannot prove a lasting
alternative, The desires of class conscicus, anti-Stdal inist werkers
cannct but clach with the policies of tho Scrreget lcadership and will
producc left wing groupings wiich should prove the most fertile soil
for our rcvoluticnary Marxist program, ~ l87-9



CORIENT ON CZZCHUSLOVAKIA
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By Villiam Barton
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Recont LARCR ACTION discussicns of the Stalinist coup in Czecho-
slovakia have been marked by a tonc and an cmphesis that can spre=d
serious confusitn azmong readers, . The impression is given, though this
mwvill probably be denicd by all writers of saild erticles, that last
[Jmonth's Czcch cvents in some menner renrcsented 2 coming to power of
Fthe Stalinists in onnosition to their fermer duped capitalist &llies,
using the mislsd working class as their instrument. Por some stranszo
i reasons, the Russian role is particularly decemphasized, Possibly if

morc sttention had been given to Czochoslevakie earlicr, the published
accounts woulil not have been so coriplevely inadcquate and unclear in

| thelr implications,

Shortly cfter the war, the Vorkers Prarty postulated the possibil-

ity of the Stalinists taking power in a copitalist state without the
F direct intcrvention of the power of the nncoien burocratice-ccllectivist
- machine, The decisicn vas that as yet trerce Was no conclusive cvidence
L cither way, so it must remain 2 theorctical guestion, DNothing decfinite
i in the way of evidenco has yet bcen presented. Coming Italian events
L mey eive us a better idea, The Czoch coup chenges no major concept,
b ond I had certa nly hoped that this would be somewhere statcd.
2 The Stalinists did not take power-they alrecady hed it since tae,
f surmer of 1945. vhat they did vas cohsolinate their rule aga.nst their

existent rivals in the statc apparatus snd their possible popular
opposition from other sources, The previcus rogimz was that of a

-

‘.
.
t
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byrocratic-ccllcctivist state operating cs 2 prize colony of Russia.

b Does anybody dispute that? (except the thecrcticians of the S¥WP and

L their foreizh colleagucs, of ccurse) Benes, Masarylk, tho leaders of

F the Czech Socialist Party with whem thsy were ideclogically associatcd,

I ond just about every other officislpoliticsl lecader of other parties

' opposcd neither the existing social set-up nor the subservience to .
Moscow. Thoy nnd those they represcated werc en intogral part of the
lenient burccracy that ran cconomic and political affairs, In wvhat
respect did thoy symbolize any bourgecis opnrosition? Only in the scnse
that beine somewhat copposed to the Stnlinists, who were the most scolid

art of the hurocracy, they previded & haven for those with complcte

;wémmrgeois notions ané, in their slight dis rrecrent with the Stelin-

t ¥ sts on guesticons like further nationalization and attitude toward the

vest, they furnished an outlet for bourgoul resentment, Benos ‘and-
Lasaryk can o compared to Bukherin sni Rylov and the right wing
opposition of the Bolshevik Party in trg otill cxtant fussian Yorkers
State-zs symbols of capitalist tendoncics v ithin the dominsnt gZroun.
In both cazsas, the mustors of the app ratus booted cut or subjugetod
their rivel cccomplices, vith the added imp.ortant feature that Gottiald
had thc advantage of holding the pipe line to the directors of tio
motherland in the Kremlin, '

There ig not enouch comprohensive waterial on how the criginal
Stalinist dcniie ted burocratic-cellsetivist Czoch regive was st-np,
but cnotgh is lmown to describe the uottorr. The 3talinist importance
in the rosistance movement vias sighi?icant, but should not be over-
Cmpiinsizod. TPor the actual soverning ragine was sct-up in kastern
Slovalria with the carly cnbronce of .mssirr. treops, threugh the vpen
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f collaboration of Stalin and Benes and the scquiescence of Roosevelt
~and Churchill, The Alsops have gliven a slight account of the process

} in a recent syndicated column. The Sta linists and their avowed stooges
i like Social-Democrat Fierlinger immediately got the decisive posts,

b The American army in part of “estern Bohemia and the Sudetenland helped
l ‘'this process by - iving its prestige and hacking to the government, The
. nationalization of industries, begun by the rcsistance movemcnts detcre
Fmination to cxpropricte collaberators cud the governments seizure of
l:German holdiugs, became legitimatised and cxtended by the now well-
forganized and ccnsolidated governmentt!s further decrees, sometines with
ompcnsation for former ovners, often with little or none. Remembering
hat under a dominantly nationalized cconcmy the masters of the

oclety arc tiose in control of the state crganizaticn, the Stalinicts
ecamc at the beginnine the top group, the other party leaders subor-
inate members c¢f the ruling apparatus.

~Czcchoslovakia was unlike the rest of Fastern Europe., It had 2
redition of industrialization, parliasenteriaenism, bourgeois domo-
acy, ond some economic well-being, Ilany political leaders of the
ormer libcral capitalist regime were ncither ccompromosicd by collabore
tion with the Nazis nor associated. with reactionary landholders. They
fmlso had s lon: rccord of pro-Russlan foreign orientation., They end

he Social Democrats were readily acceptable to ths Stalinists,.
spocially since denying thewm representaticn would produce a then
pmnecessary a2nd dangerous internal strife. Benes, Masaryk, et el wsre.
jon their part just as willing to serve the nov state and cconomic orcer
a8 the old. Their only reouust vas & parliameataery regime, the right
ko a certain amcunt of independence, gnd 2 healthy amount of civil
pPights, Because of tho history of tho ccuntry, its lnck of much
hppreciable lasting material damage during the war, the uncrushed indc- -
endence of the resistanCﬂ f¢ghtcrs ‘and the entirc conjccture of
lgcographic and international political uvcnts, this could be permitted,
eddi tion, labor unions, desplte Stalinist domination were allowsd

me internal democrcey and indcpendgnce of the state, and factory
ganizaflons scme veice in nroauction affairs (prcbably cbout as cxe
ensive asithe labor-management committccs in the US during the war),
hese were cssentially absent in the rost of Eastern Eircpe beceuse

ew of tho noccessary conditions for their sufference were prescent, In
fmddi tion, the Stalinist crganization had 1little.cf a mass base in the
hers, with the possible “xccption of Yugeslavia, In the past two
ears, the fzuch pcople have becn no better off economically than

pst of 'estcrn Europe, but: fhurp has bcen little of the serious cco-
omic plight that ccmpel nore resistance and yet more oppressicn in

ts neighbors bchind the iron cutain.

There had becon little roport of any groundswell of OppGSitlon
o the prevailing system from the rizit (demanding some bourgeois
tstoration) or thc genuine left (demanding greater democracy in eco-
bnomic life, incrceascd output of consumers geeds, cnd of colonial s tatus,
F return of cxpelled xlﬂOPLtleS, etc.) Poscible dlf’rr°nuoo were flruu
Frevealed wnon liasaryk went to Paris as ‘obscrvor' at the Harshall Plen
l'conference and was ordercd home by the irer:lin, Little was °a1d on
Fthe subject thercafter, but rcporters bolieved that rescentment asainct
L the exclusive Russizsn orientation grcv, The cconomic situation showod~
f signes of worscning. ' Apmrently the harvest was below -expceetotions,
. Amcrican help was desired. A pessible slight turnaray from the Staline
¥ ists, who by their conlination of apparntus manipulcticn and demagogic
}apneal hiad becn given the largest singlc vote at the 1946 clecticns
(th(ugh «flll a minorlty), was cvident, Thewy had lost ground in .o

18631




£
. | -21-

%recent vote in Slovakia. Thoe Social-Dcmocratic Party Convention had
ousted thc lezdership of Stalinist frontmen, Fierlinger, nnd given the
. jendership tc t he group necaded by Laushunan, whose polities arc not
;clearly cvident but who was called by onc repater the "Czech Aneurin

- Bevin," or a right-center anti-Stalinist Social Democrat, It is likely
_thet the emphasis on some rapprochement with America played an impor-

- tant part in the vote.

b The entirc past six menths have scen an attempt by all the sub-
Ijegt Stalinist porties to consolidate themselves in their controlled
 areas 2nd upsct those in which they are the outs--all with the purpose

of knocking holes in the Marshall Plan, Czechoslovakia remainsd the _
- one possible drnger in their orbit {Pinland has not been included in eny .

L of this discussione, It is an exception2l casc of a country until uaow '
an affilistc, not a mcmber of the Russian sphere). They therefore begzan

to squeeze thecir strenglehcld on the stote epparatus. They feared o
slight set-bock in the coming nationzl clection-z setback that would

' not alter thc existing intcrnal set-up, but might imply & move towWard
friendship with fmerica and some participrticn in the Marshall Plan.

The exact chronology of last month is still unclcar. Russian
Vice-Commissnr of Foreign Affairs Zorin »nrobably came to Prague with
some definite orders for his underlings, Some obscrvers belicve the
Czech Stalinists did not wrepare thcir ccup for the time it did occur.
some cf their "oppositicn" may have precipitated it by their protest
' against tho 3talinist's movc to acquire greater control of the police,.
These may hove belicved that this fecble gesturc weould modify growving
devolopments, Nevertheless, this furnished the cuc--the result is
knOWn ) - S :

The ono thing that upsets many pccplc is the use of the working-
class organizaticns, supposedly armcd, &s & means for assuring the
success of the ccupe Opposing the Stalinists therefore scems like 2
new typec of policy in which revolutionarics arc asked to support
hostile class clemcnts agrinst the indewcndently acting mobilized
working class. First of all, there is ncthing new in opposing even 2
ma jority cf tac vierking class when it is wroeng, md scmotimes being
assnciated with unfortunate elemcnts in that process., It is well teo
recall that the BritY¥sh working class was appaPently strongly pro-var
in the thirtics against the ruling capitolist regimeccf Chamberlain.
Our anti-war allies of thosc days werc 2 varied group, including a
metley crew cf pacifists, rcligicus opprsiticnists, and appasers,
always sought cur political independcnce frem them, But there is no
deubt that if a mass anti-war movement nad cxisted in Britain in 1937,
ve would have fcund cursclves termporarily in the same camp, we would
hzve fcund oursclves tempprarily in the came camps. An unfortunate
complication, but it did net change cur linc.

1

s}

As for Czcchoslovakia, we still heve fev: detnils of the werkorst
actions. [c don't know vhich werkers were armed, hew they vicre
organized, what methcds were used to acguire cempliance, what the
acticn cormittecs were and arc, Lott'!s assume that large numbérs of
workers did join in voluntarily and cnthusiasticzlly. The fact remcins
thot ther were nct prarticiprting in ony rcvolution ner even in a
sericus changc ¢f social structurc. /¢ sbculd lcave covercmphasis on
the incrocascd neticonclization te the S.iP. They were part of a movement
organized by she masters of stnte poicr zgninst o fecble copositicn,
That is csscntially ite. I am unccavinc:d that the majcrity of wcrkors
were overjoyful cheuh participating in such a movement o |837_“
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Vhy did so meny workers then follow the Stelinist lcad? Despite
their two years of rule, thoey still had some prestige. Despite the
difficultics srowing mere scerious, the cconcmic situation was not in

'a shatterine crisis phase(as is p"obably true in Poland)., They wecre

still the horoes of the Hunich days and the rcsistancd., #£nd, what is
most important, thc" controlled &1l appareti, including & he trado
union, Always watchlng the workﬂr deaonstrators was the controlled
police, ‘both cpen nnd secrcta Yhe men «f the apparatus handed out the
guns and craunition and undcubtedly were in military command =t all
times (assuning that there was no careful selection of who got arms).
The ctntrollaed jobs from both ends and would be able to arrest opponcnts
semorrow, 1If there had beecn & me anlnrful call to resist by other
worker organizaticns, some might have rc sponded, As it was, what wis
the point of nct marching dovm the strect with 2 rifle. Vith the
armcd strongth of the state on onels side there is little chance of
gctting hurt. 4nd who xncrs, therc may always be tomorrev , This

quwalysis norveded the top-wa king class non-Stalinists tco, as rc=-

aled by Laushman's inclusicn in the {overnment as Vice-Premiepr aftor
ho had becn bocted out by Stalirist Flerlinger as Sceial~Demccratic
Party Secretary. The coup no more represcntod the ermed self-mobilized
working class then a conscript army of woerking class composition,

A bleow has bcoen struck at the enc nlace where demec racy and work-
ing class indcpendcenece existed in Fastsrn Europe. Thet can not be
doniecd, But, there rust be plonty of life left in the historically
virile Czech working class. S5trl inlst Russia mey lve bit off another,
hot potatoc, <The ccencmic situation will got no botter. The total-
itarizan sta-s vwill beccme completoly unma sked to this freedom loving
poceplce Theors is nothing te z2in by being Poll2nish abcut strugzle
against totalltarian rulc, evén in the still limited form cf Czechow
slovakia tocday, but there is equally no justificatién for panic, I
have secn too @eny German soldersvho 1d11t havin+ bcen wvounded by undere-
greund flaa+ﬂcq to fear that terror will so eomploté}y stifle cpposi-
ticn,  Much wvill be decided by world-widc évents, but there is little
doubt in this far-av ray ohservor that tho Czech peonle, lcd by its
precletariat, thoroughly trained in underground techniques, will take
their plece withk thelr Polish hcthers in providing another Achillcs
hzel cf Stalinist expansicn., Yhen that comes, they will nct turn to
the formcrecapitzlisg turned S alinist-ccllaboratorse They will
scck new partics and now leadebship, which can cnly be provided by
the roveluticrary sccialists,

April 2, 1948
Oakland, Californh
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 IN PEPLY Tu GZREAIN

< i

- The entire questicn c¢f thc attitude ef the “lorkers Party to

ths EPC and all'rélated political questicns will be discussed at tne
ferthcoming Pléhum cf the National Cosittee (July 4, 1948), A1l

. decisions of this Plenum will bo comaunicated to the rernbership by
Z§~the ﬁsuél chanﬁels and 1f the ccrmitte:‘thinks it necegsary'fhéy will
essign scmecnc to write a2 more dctzailocd reply to the Germsin letter,
the EPC, etc, than is ccntained'in'thc socrd articlé by corrade Henry

b JudE tHEY L5 printod below..
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IN REPLY TO GERKAIN
by Henry Judd

It 1s to be regretted that so much tlme has elapsed before our -
reply to the "open Letter to the NC and All the Members of the Work-
ers Party", be E, Gérmain, plublished in full®in*Vel, III, No, 1,
{March 5, 1948) of the WorKers Party, We do not wish to mirimlze -
this lapse on our part, but 1t sas not been entirely without some
compensation inasmuch as a whole series of events (Czechoslovekia,
Ttallan electlons, foundation of the RDR in France, Wallace Partv in

American, EPC in Europe, etc.) heve, meanwhile, permitted esch ’
comrade who read”and studled Germaints letter to pass thaf findl and
decisive judgment of all upon 1ts merlts, namely, the test of time - ¢

;. _and events, as well as his own political knowledge and understanding,
3 In e perlod of slightly over one half yesr since Germain wrote hls
3 extensive apologia pm behalf of the I,S, (0ct. 10, 1947), our charge
“that the l€adership of the International ig politically bankrupf and
~so completely dlsorlented that 1t cannot measure up to any event,
small or large, let slone grasp its significance, has been tested
agaln and agaln, Unfortunately, our judgment has been proven to a
 degree none of us could have foreseen or even deslred, S T
: These new fallures are but _continuations of the bankrupt past:

- " and only fundamentally underscore this past, which Germain hypocri-
g8 -~ tlcally and so dlshonestly defends in his letter, It is not nece= -
B ssery for us to take up and challenge egth detall of ths lengthy ,

~-case he bullds up. .We reject'the document as polltlcally wrung on -

“each Important issue 1t deals wlth, Readily accessible publica-

tions of the Workers Party (LABOR ACTICN, The New Internctional and

“our bulletins) have already, in essence, repllied to the varicus pro<
- "blems raised by Germain - Ssallnism, the "Natlonal Queatloa" In . -

‘Poland, snd the problem of Wr-La: uniflcatlon. We shall not -repeat

“ any of this meterlscl here, Instcad, we shall 1imit ourselves in the.

parest and tersest possible form, to testing Germainia documents

- agains€ the actuallty and reallty of events - famllilar to all of us = .

since the perlod when 1t was written: At this point, nothing morc
scems necessary to us. o L o e .

I, - o .

. Germain on the "Natlonnal Question” and the Occupidd Countries:

‘. "yith a clnss loglec that you do not seem to understrnd - “vf'

 comrades of the Natlonal Committee of the WP who, 1lke uhe Stalinlsts *
spread the 1llusion of the 'destructlon'! of the bourgeoisic in the
countries 'behind the Iron Curtain'! - the retrest ol gag woerking
class augmented the confldence, appctite and sudacity of the Tour=- -

- geolslec., The latter who, in 1944, hed only hopcd for = 1giraeré!? ,

“collaboration with the Spvlet bureaucracy even if it were oniy {0

maintain partially ilts totterlng clags domination, 1s now patizntly
regroupinpg 1ts forces to attack, at the opportune moment, the-g*ellin- -=
ist rcgimes, and to become once morc mastors of thair own fritc, TH '
bourgeolsie of these countrles know very well that they cgqnoyfa§cain
this goal without the direct milltary =ld of Amcrican fmmirlailsile

That 1s why its politlcs conslst of this: twist and turn, gala time,
ma ke cvery possible concesslon, reslst bitterly any Stalirist inter-
ference wilh that holy of holles, private property and monndihilc £
prepare morally, pollitically ond militarily for the return to the-
‘normel! conditions of the pre-war period," (W.Pf‘Bulletin%'Vol..III

T




‘No. 1 = page 12) - =25
. - - '. -. .". ” . * .
- .. :Precisely ng.hes occurcd in Czechoslovekia, Poland, Rumania, etc,
. -.Comrade. Gérmain?.-.In conformity with thc completion 6f nationaliza=-
tion in Bulgaria, Jugoslavia, Czechoslovakia etc,, Comrsde Germaln?
In accord:with the end of Mikolajczyk, Petkov, Bencs et al? Ay
"That 1s why the only politicel-move that they (The working
class) dare make 1s from Stalinism to the Soclal Democracy; no fur-
ther than that]" (1bid, page 13) ' T
This, with the Ilquldation - outright or In c¢ffect - of the
Social Democratlc partics in Poland, Rumania, Hungary, Czechoslova=-
kie etc,, etc.! - , ‘ :
_ - "With incomparsble facillity, Erber constructs hls entire argu-
‘3 ment on the hypothesis that the Polish statc has expropriated large
. sections of thé Polish bourgecolisle, ‘thcre dld he discover this? - We
defy him to élte a single serious economic so'rce to prove this -~
thesis, apart from the articles of bourgcolis journalists ifnorant on
- the subject of "natlonalizatlons", (1bid, Page 23) ‘

"In Poland (6 months ago), the statc owns only 60% of industrisl
_capltal ond employs only 30% of non-agricultural labor," '(1lbid.ng-.24)
: i . o ’ - ® ) ’ ) . : R
: "Erber doc§ not understand what the Polish bourgcolsie has gain-
"ed in this countererevolutionary actlion., But how then can the col-

laboration of Grabskl, thc most consclous politiclan of the bourgeol-
sie, and Mlkolajczyk, the lmperiallst agent, be explained? By maso~
~chism? 1Isntt it clcer that all of the bourgcoisics of Eas€tern Eurépe
have galncd important yesars (yes, refdc¢r™s ycars) of recsplitc fram the
Kremlin and their tindigenoust! Stanlinists whcn they werc threatened

by complete annihilation?" (ibid, poage 25) - S :

"It 1s time, comrades, that you n~bandon this irrespchaibility in
juggling facts, as it 1s timc that you abandon yourirresponsibility
in judging thc positions token by the International, Our 'sectarlan-
ism on the national question!'! end our tsupport to the GPU aganinsgt
the enslaved masscs! are part of thc same category of notions in

- which you find tthe Pollsh bourgeoisle expropriated by the Stallhe
ists', notions which arc real only Iln your imagination)" (ibig, pg.25$

- II,

Germain on Stalinism:

"You have teducated! the members of the Yorkers Party in the
spirit that 'the struggle of tendencies within the Interngtlonal
centers around- thé question of whether the ternational will be
turncd into a lcft wing of Stalinism or whether it will bccome once
a gain the left wing of the proletariact.' Thc Politlenl Committce
tn the rcsolution which 1t submitts to you now repcents thls monstro=:
sity and rnlses it to the level of thc leading ldea of your movement"
(1bld, pgs. 25, 28) ) i

We acknowlcdge the correctness of Germain's definition of our
major accusatlon agolnst the Intcrnational = political copltulotion

- to Stalinlsm, ‘

Some proofs: ' '

1, "Ait present, Greece 1s the only country in Evropc In which
a true mass reslstance to imperiallst oppression exlsts, Tihe ovér-
whelming majority of the populatlon actively or pessively supports
the partisan movement which now ¢njoys a greater dogrec of Indepen-
dencc from Stalinism than in 1944," (ibid, prge 27)
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2. .In China, the International and the SWP glves support, on the
some basls as In Grecce, to the "progressive" agrarlion, revolutionary
movement of the Chinesc Stalinlsts, ' '

'3, The English sectlon of the Intcrnatlonal halled the "victory"
of the Czech workers snd described the Stalinists seclazure of power as
a social revélutlon that destroyed capltolism, The Internatlional lcad-
ership end other sections amblguously cvaded all issues - not once
denounced the Stalinls€s coup os reactlonary .
4, The Indian scction of the International has a broad tnited ~
. front, politlcally and ¢n economic lssues, with the Indlan Stalinlst
pa rty ond associnted orgenlzatlons, g : N
= 5. The International leadership indicated its electoreal support
¥ - to the Stallnists pcoplct!s Front elecctoresl bloc in the recont Itallan ]
: elcction. ' .
- 6.,  The World Congress of the International adopted the rcsolution
reitcrating 1ts position of "unconditional defense" of the "degonera=
ted Workers! Stete", I . : . :

’ ' III.: _
Germain on "Connonlsm" and the Regimc of the Internagtional:

"Tts (the IS) conduct in all Internal dlscussions which took
place in the sectlons was insplred by thesc two fundamental preoccu=~
- patlons: ‘ ’ i
’ ‘Mg, To unify in every country all the tendencles of the Fourth,
To safeguard the unity of our:movement.," (1ibld, pagé 30)

" The renlity, since publlication of this statement: :

1, Splif of the English section; Healy entry Into Lobor Party.

2, S8plit of the French sectlion; Minority entry into RDR.

%, Fuarther splitting of the slrcody-split Greck sectlon,

4, De facto expulsion of the entire Itallan sectlon,

5. DG Tacho cxpulsion of the German-IKD sectlon,

. 6. BTY®RKeT cndorsement of the Cannonite point-of-vicw on’'the
“ preakdown of "unity" efforts., Adoption by the EPC of a resolutlon
- elaiming that "pollticdl diffcrences" made unlty impossiblec,

"Every member muat, in good folth, rccognize that whatever the
errors we moy have committed on thls or that question, we wcre motl-
voted In these cfforts sglely by the deslrc to strcngthen the Interna-
tional politically ond organlzatlonally. ind thls balance shect will
-~ pcmaln more eloquent than all the mystifications and slanders whoen tho

Congrcas comes to judge 1t." (ibld, page 32) : T |

The Congress indlcated on actual world mcmbership that was the r
smolleést in the history of the Trotskylst movement = as well os the °
gbove mentioned splits, ond others in the offing.

2%

’

‘"The dlscussion (for the World Congress) which has unfolded
until now 1s, without any doubt, the most democratié mnd the freest
which has ever been held, not only in the Fourth Irternatlonal but in
the entire working clnsé movement," (ibid, pcge 33) ‘ -

%' " The renllty is thot not a single rcsolutlon of the YWorkers Party
£~ = not to mention other minority tocndcncles such es that of Ilunis, the
- Irish sectlon ond the French minority = was ever published or clrcu-

L lated furlng thc one year of discussion, Our particlpotlion was limlt-
b ©d to two artlcles by individuals, .
_ : .

The document of Germaln has been revenled as worthless, unable to
stond n single test of six month's time, ‘ '
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