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Pollard Gets
Dictatorial
Whip-Hand

Over Local 9

SAN PEDRO, Nov. 24—The aufono-
my of Shipbuilders Local 9 was offi-
eially scuttled tonight by order of

‘John .Green, president of the IUM-

SWA, Pollard, who only a few
weeks ago represented the govern-
ment in forcing a rotten sell-out on
the men, has been installed as dic-
tator: representing the mternaﬁonal
l.l.mon.

Last week’s LABOR ACTION car-

ried a full account of the moves pre-

ceding this dictatorial aitack on the
democratic rights of the local.

Pollard boasted tonight of being
here as hatchet man against the pro-
gressives in the union who have vig-
orously: fought the sell-out policies
of the leadership—on the hiring hall
and on one issue after the other.

He is now installed as dictator
under the pretext that the local was
mismanaged by the officials. That
the local has been mismanaged, in
the sense that the leadership did not
put up a fight to protect the inter-
ests of the men, is undeniable. But
it-is also undeniable that it is NOT
Pollard’s intention to remedy that
aspect of the local’s mismanagement.

- On the contrary, he is there to con-

tinue the policy of retreat which has
already weakened and dangerously
injured the union.

_The real reason behind the sus-
pension,
Pollard as dictator, 'is- to prevent
the, election .of. pmg::esslve officers
in the camiug ‘union election. -

. The progressives in Local 9 have
real strength. They have, through-
out, constituted a thorn in the side
of the sell-out clique, in which the
Stalinists and reactionaries have
locked arms in fond embrace. It is

possible that the progressives could '

carry their candidates in the elec-
tions; so aroused are the men and
s0 strong is the tradition of mili-

- tancy in this local.

It is, therefore, to sirike a blow
against the powerful number of
militants in the union, who insist
upon defending the union, come
‘what may, and to prevent the elec-
tion of their representatives as offi-

cers, that the local's automnoy has :

(Continued on page 2)

and the installation -of
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16,000,000 Workers Get Less Than $16, But - - -

On the United States Since Dec. 7, 1941

AN EDITORIAL ON THE YEAR SINCE PEARL HARBOR

One year has passed since Pearl Harbor. One year
since a fleet of Japanese dive-bombers attacked the
Amierican Pacific Fleet as it lay at anchor, precipi-
tqting the long-inevitable war between the United
States and the Japanese Empire for control over the
Pacific Ocean and its riches. :

This event in itself was-not of serious importance,
except as the first in a series of events that have
changed and transformed the country within the
space of a year. The Pearl Harbor incident over-
night became lost in the declaration of war against
Germany and ltaly, and America was at war with
the Axis powers.

Within the past year wrtua!ly every country’ in
the entire world has beén driven into choosing one
side or another in the global warfare between the
two great imperialist war camps.

WHAT KINDLED THE FLAME?

Surely every American worker understands by
now that the American ruling class, and its spokes-
man, President Roosevelt, did not go to war MERELY
because of Pearl Harbor., Far more basic and impor-
tant forces, of an economic and political nature, had
long since kindled the fire. The Japanese imperial-
ists applied the torch and the world was in flames!

on the war. It is déclared that “The Second
World War, like the First, is a war between two
great imperialist camps to decide, with the blood
and misery of the peoples, which of the imperial-
ist groups shall dominate the world, which of
them shall oppress and exploit the hundreds of
millions of colonial slaves, which of them shall
bestride the commercial lanes of the earth, which
of them shall control the sources of raw mate-
rials and cheap labor that guarantee a continuous
flow of profits to the capitalist monopolists, which
of them shall be masters of the fields of capital-
ist investments.” Yot

Pointing out that Hsﬂer fought to replace the
British Empire with his own German Empire; that
Japan fought for a Far Edstern Empire; that Eng-
land fought to preserve its colonial possessions, (In-
dia, Africq, etc.) the Workers Party predicted that

the American imperialist ruling class would reveal,

in the course of the war, that it too was driven-by
imperialist motives of profit, “that the United States
inevitably enters the war in order to challenge ALL
competitors .and to assert its imperialist nghts to
mastery of the world and its wealth.”

THESE ASSERTIONS PROVED BY THE WAR
Look at what has happened, at what has been

to. establish .democracy on a-world scale has been
blown: sky-high, Deals with pro-fascist, Nazi-col-
laborator Admiral Darlan; aid and support to Otto
of Hapsburg, the reactionary former friend of 1l
Duce and Prince Starhemberg of Austria, the mon-
archist claimant to the throne of the dead Austro-
Hungarian Empire; declarations of sympathy for
King Victor Emmanuel of Italy, etc.—these are the
realities of American war politics, not to mention
support of Queen Wilhelmina, King Peter of Yugo-
slavia, King George of Greece, etc.

The Atlantic Charter, supposedly the written
expression of democratic war aims, lies ignored
and abandoned, for all its weakness and inconse-
quence. Have its “principles’” been extended to
the British Empire, to India, not to speak of the
outright American colonies of Puerto Rico and
other lands controlled by American capitalists?
Has Roosevelt made one protest, for instance,
against the slaughter of thousands of Indian .peo-
ple by the ‘British soldiers, people guilty of only
one "crime”’—~demanding their national indepen-
dence! '

It is worth. noting that President Roosevelt—the
"New Dealer’—has remained absolutely silent for
a solid year on all quéstions. of social reform, work-
ers’ housing, economic security, post-war planning,

In a document issued shortly after the declara-
tion of war and well worth re-reading now, the
' Workers Party took an -uncompromising stand

revealed during the first year of a war that may
stretch out for many years to come.
POLITICALLY, the assertion that Roesevelt fights

efc.

His address to the Herald Tribune forum on

post-war problems.stated bluntly that this is.no time
" (Continued .on.page 3)

Equal Payilsa ”MUST”’ Not a “MAYBE”’

And the .Strlke‘ut- Ford’s Ontario Plant Is an Invaluable Lesson in How to Protect the Woman Worker and Defend Wages

@
By JOHN BERNE

The WLB issued an order on No-
vember 25 ALLOWING employers
to increase wages of women workers
to equal those of men for the same
work.

Usually. orders ORDER, but this
order merely ALLOWS. For . the
present, skip that.

What is interesting’ is that it took
the WLB so long to recognize the
indisputably fair principle of equal
pay for equal work. Indeed it took
the WLB a mighty long time.

L.A.'s Article on Sperry Sit-Down
Goes Over Big in Many Plants

By W. CLIFF

Sperry workers in Br ooklyn opened
their eyes last week when they read
on -the front page of LABOR AC-
TION their first news of the success-
ful sit-down strike at the Nassau
foundry. Although it had been over
a week since their fellow workers in
another Sperry plant had beaten the

: -company and won raises by their

militant action, the union, Local 450,
UE-CIO, had not seen fit to tell the
membership of the victory and Shop
News, the local's paper, had men-
tioned not a word. It was in LABOR
ACTION that they read the news,

-and copies of the paper passed from

hand to hand quickly as the workers
got ‘wind of the story. Nor did the
AFL, which is seeking to win the
Sperry workers, inform its mem-
bership. !

As reported in LABOR ACTION,

UE grinders and AFL foundry work-

ers in the Nassau plant, enraged by
the lack of expected pay increases,
sat- down unanimously on November

13 and refused to resume work until
they were given raises. Unable to
intimidate the men and their ‘mili-
tant UE stewards, the bosses were
forced to give in at the end .of twen-
ty minutes and work was resumed.

This was a rank and file victory—
a victory won by the men in the
shop, without reliance on outside.
forces.

LABOR ACTION pombed out that
Sperry workers are beginning to re-
alize how strong they are when they
stand together. They are learning
what real unionism is: that when
they fight fogether they win.

With the quick success of the foun-
dry workers, the ineffectiveness of
the entire policy of the union leader-
ship was shown up. That is why the
UE did not tell the story to its mem-
bers. Ditto the AFL. .

The lmportance of  the artu:le to

union men is shown by the reaction -

of the Brewster workers to it. At
Brewster, where LABOR - ACTION

(Continued on page 2)

Negro Subjects Se:gr'e':gétli:dﬁ.i.
In Army Units to Legal Test

An interesting case that may have
tar-reachmg conseguences comes be-

fore the Federal Court in New York .

on. Becﬂmber 4,
Winfred. Lynn, a Negro gardener

4n Jamaica, L. -I., who refused to re-

port!for -induction on September 18,

. conténds. that- any induction order

which ‘would require a Negro to join
| sa’g‘regated -unit is a violation of

‘the Selective Service Act which pre-
simably orders that “in the inter- ~~

pretation and. execution of this act,

‘there ‘shall be .no discrimination on
-account’ of race or color.”

At present, draft boards select
drattees h‘om twvo hsts—-whlte and

colored. Negroes inducted into the

* Army are sent into Jim Crow regi-

ments. The outcome of Lynn's case
will therefore be .closely watched by
Negroes as well as by all those 'who
have opposed Jim Crow in the Army.

Lynn has stated that he is willing
to ‘entér-the Army. “But I am not

“going to-go into the Army to be Jim

" Crowed. I will go to the pemmntzéry

instead, if I have to, for as Iong as

they want to send me” ~

brother, Conrad,  who has declared
that if he does not succeed in se-
curing his brother’s release, he will
carry an .appeal to the Supreme
Court. '

Lynn is being defended by “his

Even before the USA officially en-
tered the war there was a hue and
cry to get women into industry.
Since Pearl Harbor, pressure from
government agencies, from economic
responsibilities imposed on women
by the draft, from the éver-mounting
cost of living, have sent hundreds of
thousands of women to the produc-
tion lines. IT HAS BEEN NO MILI-
TARY SECRET THAT IN A GREAT
MANY CASES THE WOMEN HAVE
BEEN WORKING AT LOWER PAY
THAN MEN.

But the. WLB has done nothing—
till just now—to protect the women
from this exploitation to which they
have been and are being subjected.
It has done nothing—till just now—
about this threat to the whole wage
structure.

If the labor leaders who speak
softly to the Washington big-wigs,
but ram anti-labor decisions down
labor's. throat,. did anything about
the inequality in women’s pay, it
certainly did not bring any results,

Now, at long last, the WLB issues
its ALLOWING order. Does it come

-out of the goodness of the WLB’s

bureaucratic heart? Guess again.

It is not a coincidence that in the
past weeks a demand for equal pay
for women has been made by the
workers of Ford Motor Co., of Chrys-
ler, of General Motors and of other
large companies, That demand spoke
to the WLB in no uncertain terms.

Furthermore — AND MOST IM-

PORTANT —it is no coincidence
that ‘13,000 workers in the Ford
Motor plant at Ontatio, Canada,
are on strike. Their grievance is
that the company employs women
at rates less than formerly paid fo
men. Night shift workers joined
the day shifts in this strike of both
men and women workers against
undue exploitation of women and
to protect wage scales,

In a word, the WLB acted ' only
WHEN IT HAD TO. .The workers
are agitated and worried’ and are
doing something about it.. It -was the
action of the workers themselves—
brought to a climax by the Ford Mo-
tor workers’ strike—that made the
WLB realize that it had to. It now
understands that if workers in Can-
ada will strike for equal pay for
women, workers in the USA can do
likewise!

However, the fact that the WLB
has declared equal pay for equal
work as its policy —the fact that
the WLB will ALLOW bosses to ad-
just women’s wages “with- those of
men for comparable quality and
quantity”—does not mean that such
adjustments will automatically be
made by the bosses. That- deﬂnitely
“ain’t necessatily so”!

With an eye to the post-war period
—when jobs will be scarcer than
workers, to put it mildly—the bosses
realize that the lower wages paid to

-women will tend to become the nor-

mal scale which men will also have
to take or leave. Thus working men,
their wives and children — working
women and their dependents — will
all be :reduced to poverty or near-
poverty in the post-war period.

The only thing that will knock
this “clever” idea out of the bosses’
heads  is the realization: that the
workers won't stand for it.

Women have a right to wages ac-
cording to their work. The unfair
exploitation of women is a threat to
all workers and must be fought by
men and women workers together.

The militant action of the Ford
Motor workers in Optario has set the
pace. It did wonders in helping the
WLB in the USA to realize that the
time had come to issue its “allow-
ing” order.

This is a lesson to all workers on
how to. make the BOSSES realize
that while with the WLB equal pay
for equal work is only a MAYBE—
with the workers it is a MUST.

Post Office Continues Autocratic,

Unexplained Suppression of Militant

Since our last report on the sup-
pression of The Militant, the Post
Office Department has withheld
from the mails two more issues,
namely, the issues of November 21
and 28.

This makes a total of four issues
barred from the mails—all without
notification to The Militant— AND

ALL WITHOUT DEIGNING TO

STATE THE REASONS WHY.
Furthermore,.. the  Post Office -has

actually destroyed two of the issues

it did not magil, those of November 7

and 14. Of this high-handed -act The:

Militant was informed—AFTER THE
EVENT.

Ghost of Bm-leso’n :

Particularly noteworthy is it that
it took the Post.Office Départment
two weeks in each case ‘to make 'up
its mind—according to its own se-
cret standards—whether to .let the
issues go tluough or destroy them.

“This ‘means;” 'I‘he Mﬂiian! isom--
ments, “that even if the Post Office
decides fo-permit am issue through
the- mail, -the delay ‘practically - de-
stroys ‘the secom!-xﬂasa pﬁvileges
of the' paper. S EEE R

The ghost of Mr Burleson postal
dictator of World War I farne, walks
again. That violator of freedom of
the press followed the same heads-
I-win-tails-you-lose pohcy He with-

held periodicals' from the mail and
then refused to admit future issues
to second-class priviliges on the
ground that since one issue was
skipped, the publication was - no
longer a periodical.

No Specifications

The attorney for The Militant, Al-
bert Goldman, could get no satisfac-
tion in Washington other than being
informed that the issues declared
unmailable previous to the four No-
vember issues, were those of August
22, September 5, 12 and 19. -

The solicitor of the Post Office De-
partment in Washingion, Calvin Has-
sell, to whom Mr. Goldman spoke,
refused to" specify which were the
“offending” articles. Neither could
Mr. Goldman get any statement of
policy from the Post Office Depart-
ment on what they consider “objec-
tionable or subversive.”

The - American ° Civil Liberties

Union states: that an examination. of

the “issues’ of The Militant - barred

fromi the mails “discloses no mate-.
-rial- that can:be properly. eonstrued

‘as violating the Esplonage -Act in the
light of previous decisions.” :. :

The facts in the case- add up tn
‘an autocratic, high-handed and vi-
cious attack on a labor publication.
The Post Office Depariment: as-
‘sumes dictatorial powers. It places

itself above the need to notify, ex-
plain or give reasons.

Attorney General Biddle, member
of Roosevelt's cabinet, stated a year

State Cop
Kills Negro--
Goes Free!

Louisiana has added another: to
the number of Negro soldiers killed
here in the United States by white
cops. Last year Alexandria, La., was
the scene of an atfack on Negro-sol-
diers which resulted in Itwenty-su:
shot or otherwise wounded. Early
last month a Negro military police-
man, Private Raymond Carr, was
shot-by.a state trooper,. Dalton Mec-
Cullon. :

The Army and the Loulswna state
police. are in . full possession .of 'the
facts. * They - know- -that. Carr, was

killed in cold blood by the state po-.

lice after the latter started an argu-
ment with Carr on the streets. of
Alexandria. - !
While Cars was on duty in Alexan-
-“(Continued on page 2)
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ago: “Insofar-as I can, by the use of
the authority and influence of my
office, I intend to see that civil lib-
erties in this country are protected;
that we . do. not again fall into the
disgraceful hysteria of wii_:ch-hunts,
strike-breakings and minority per-
secutions which were such a dark
chapter in our record of the last
World War.”

Is the despotic suppression of la-
bor publications like The Militant
to be the way in which civil liber-
ties are to be protected by the Roose-
velt Adminjstration?

An Attack on All Labor

In his letter of sympathy and soli-
davity to the editor of The Militant,
Max Shachtman, national secretary
of the Workers Party wrote that “It

is'in the interest of every working-

man and eyery labor organization in
the couniry to teach these insolent
bureaucrats a resounding lesson. If
they. can gei away ‘with the hound-
ing and suppressing -of The Militant
«+.10 labor paper in the country is
safe, wha.tever its pnllt!oal _or _éco-
nomic views may be. .

. LABOR -ACTION is in- complete

agreement. This -Nazi-like -attack on
The Militant is a threat to the free-

dom of the press-of:-all labar,

3t
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BOSS STOOGES ATTACK OVERTIME PAY!

Overtime Pay"
Is Target

In Campaign
On Workweek

By GERTRUDE SHAW

Without any camouflage, the
post-election attack against the
forty-hour week is really @ mur«
derous assault against wages.

Workers are actually putting
in many more hours than forty.
In fact, they work too long and
get too tired—as testified to by
the 11,000 industrial casualties
EVERY DAY.

What bothers the bosses
and the political boosters of
boss profits is that the work-
ers are being paid time and
a half for work beyond the
forty hours.

All talk about a forty-eight-
hour week is so much dust in
the eyes — thrown by labor’s
worst enemies. What they are
aiming ‘at is to take away from
workers who daily risk their life
and limb a few dollars—the_few
dollars the workers now make

on time and a half.

How much are workers making, '
anyway?! With this bountiful over-
time pay, are they rolling in wealth?

A good question—to which there
is a very factual answer!

Yes, there is a war boom. Yes,
workers are being paid time and 2
half over forty hours. BUT WITH
ALL THAT “PROSPERITY,” 16,000,-
000 WORKERS IN THE  UNITED
STATES ARE , EARNING LESS
THAN $16 A WEEK!

These figures are for July of 1942,
issued by Secretary of Labor Per-
kins. And these figures mean that
at the height of the war boom one-
third of the working force of the
couniry gets old -time, sweat-shop
wages. That’s capitalism for you!

All right. Let's come up the scale.
Let's see how the better-off workers
are making out,

The average wages in all manufaae
turing industries reached $37.88 a
week in September. Out of this small
amount must be paid the following
long list of items: food, clothing, rent,
enteriainment, education; household
furnishings and furniture; doctors,
dentists, hospitals; debis. and insurs
ance; income taxes, victory taxes,
war bonds; rising prices and cone
sumers’ taxes. Has something per-
haps been omitted? Well, just keep
the change.

Secretary of Labor Perkins oblig-
ingly breaks this figure down & JDit
and reveals that the average wages
in the manufacture of non-durable
goods are only $29.71—not $37.88.
With a wife and kids' and the above
list of necessities, these workers cans
not be exactly rolling in wealth.

These days non-durable goods
means mostly civilian production.
So let’s see how the other workers,
the favored war workers, are wals
lowing in the lap of luxury.

Elsa Maxwell —that lady ecolums
nist who knows from nothing exe
cept how to gush—recently wrote in
the supposedly pro-labor New York
Post the following fabulous lie about
wages: “Experienced workers avers
age from $100 to $200 a week.” Thus
Elsa Maxwell, the party -throwing
expert of high society,

However, Secretary Perkins has
statistical responsibilities which de-
mand some regard for the truth. She
assures us that in the production of
durable goods—which these days is
mostly war production—the average
weekly wage in September was
$44.47,

Go back and lopk at the list of
necessities that $44.47 has to cover!
Of course, with $44.47 a worker can
do a little better than with $29.71.
He can do a lot better than with $16

.—which is next fo nothing at all

But he won't have much money to
hide under the maifress. If he can
get by without resorting to the loan
sharks, he’ll be a mighty good finan~
cial manager.

The labor-haters in Congress are
paid '$200 a week out of public funds.
Nearly all of them have some other
sources of income—honest and other-
wise., They get fees of one kind and
another. They get returns on invest-
ments. Where do they get off to af-
tack labor’s overtime pittance?

And what of the big industrial

{Conﬂ.nuod on puo ﬂ
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EUROPE AND THE DARLAN AND HAPSBURG DEALS

There is no doubt that very large
numbers in Europe expected Roose-
velt, after beating Hitler and driving
him out of the occupied countries,

to help build democratic regimes and
even favor “socialist. experiments.”
However, the recent actions of Amer-
jcan imperialism in North Africa and
elsewhere have done more fo de-
stroy these illusions than could have
been accomplished by mountains of
soclalist argumentation.

Who will still believe that the ob-

ject of American Imperialism is to
destroy fascism when the landing of
American troops in North Africa has
only helped strengthen the grip of a
reactionary military clique in that
country? Who will believe in the
liberating mission of the United Na-
tions when Otto von Hapsburg, pre-
tender to the Austrian throne, is ad-
mitted as a leader among the fighters
for democracy?

Other illusions have also gone by
the board. From now on it will no
longer be possible to indulge in
vague dreams about liberation com-
ing first and social reorganization
in itg wake. The lines will be drawn
much clearer. Even those sincere lib-
erals in Europe who hoped that this
was their war will now be horrified
by the spectacle of Europe’s rotten

" ‘and reactionary elements crowding

into the camp of the Allies. There

can be no doubt that a very definite
trend toward the left will be noticed
among many European underground
organizations. Many will come to
the conclusion that there can be no
reliance on any outside forces—that
only independent struggle will save
Europe. Many also will realize that
there is only one way open for an
independent Europe—and that is the

way of a European socialist revolu-

tion.

The events of these last weeks im-
pose a tremendous responsibility on
us. It will depend on American
workers to a considerable degree as
to whether the people of Europe will
be enslaved under the twofold domi-
nation of “native” reactionaries and
American imperialists. = American
workers must not permit this. Amer-
ican labor must raise its voice
against these plans. We must advo-
cate the right of the European peo-
ples to self-determination and, more
tham that, we must encourage the
peoples of Europe, by our solidarity
and support, to strike out for social-
ist liberation. And around the right
of the European.people to their gen-
uine freedom, all in the workers'
movement must unite. It will be too
late to protest when reactionary pro-

' jects are already 'carried ocut; it is

of the utmost importance to prepare
the workers of America right now
for what is in store.

ON THE DIPLOMATIC USES OF FOOD

Herbert Lehman has just been ap-
pointed food administrator for the
relief of Europe. This is a very im-
portant announcement because it in-
dicates the possibility of a piece of
odious blackmail. “Either you accept
our orders and our Gauleiters, or you
will have to starve.” In the last war
this threat was efficlently employed
by the Hoover mission. It is edify-
ing to look through the documents of
those days and see how Hoover
promised foéd to the Austrian and
German governments in order to
help them prevent “communist dis-
order.” And the New York Times,

“: gditorializing on Lehman's appoint-
. ment, stated this aim with all desir-

able clarity: “To liberate the con-

" guered people ‘Wwithout at once re-

.wlieving hunger ‘and misery would be

~--to invite anarchy and chaos. It would

go far to nullify our victory by de-
"laying, perhaps irrevocably, the so-
cial and economic stabilization es-

gential to the restoration of political
order.”

American imperialism has a very
sound and acute realization of the
necessities of its action. It realizes
very clearly that once Hitler is de-
feated, it will confront “disorder and
anarchy”—its version of people seek-
ing to abolish the decrepit order of
capitalism. That is why it now ini-
tiates all sorts of deals and organ-
izes all sorts of agencies as a safe-
guard against this enemy of the fu-

‘ture. If the American working class

would only have a fraction of the
political insight and vision its class
enemies show today the intention of
imperialism to preserve capitalist
*“political order” would have mo
chance whatsoever of realization; it
could " instead assist in the replace-

. ment of that “political order” by a

workers’ politlcal and economic eor-
der. s
‘Europacus.

Sperry Article - -

{Continued from page 1)

was distributed earlier in the week,
many coples of the story were clip-
ped from the paper and were pasted
or tacked on posts and bulletin
boards throughout the plant by the
workers in the shop.
At Ford Instrument Co., LABOR
ACTION was circulated quickly
throughout the shop, and workers
gathered in washrooms to discuss the
Sperry article,

Yet the Sperry workers’ own un-
ion, which iz presumably trying to
organize them so that they can fight

the bosses and raise the miserable.

Sperry pay rates, deliberately sup-
pressed the story. Sperry workers
can learn a few things from this.
They can learn that their union
leaders are not interested in militant
action by the workers in the shop
but want the men to restrain them-
selves and wait for the good graces
of the company and government
agencies. They don't want the men
“ to learn that their greatest weapon
is their own action. The union bu-
reaucrats are afraid of the militants
jn the shop—that is why they sup-
pressed the story!

.
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Workers can see now what is be-
hind the union’s attacks on LABOR
ACTION. and the present nation-
wide campaign to suppress the paper
—a campaign in which the bosses
and union bureaucrats have joined
hands. - They are learning that union
“leaders” are afraid of LABOR AC-
TION because it prints stories of
militant activity in shops throughout
the country. They are afraid of LA-
BOR ACTION -because we expose
their own rotten capitulation to the
bosses. They are afraid of LABOR
ACTION because they are afraid of
the nation's workers.

Workers, on the other hand. are
learning that on the pages of LABOR
ACTION they can find the lessons
and the tactics that they must em-
ploy against the bosses. They are
leerning that LABOR ACTION is
THEIR paper, the paper that stands
squarely for the men in the nation's
shops, and fights always for their in-
terests, for real union principles, for
real union action. They will remem-
pber this the next time their union
bureaucrats denounce LABOR AC-
TION.

The American Legjoh

By HARRY ALLEN

The American Legion, declaring
itself to be “100 per cent American,”
might be expected to uphold the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights;
and to stand for the democratic and
civil rights of sll the people. More-
over, the Legion says it is “for the
Constitution”
proclaiming (American Legion Mag-
azine, editorial, October, 1942): “This
nation is going to ramahl a constitu-
tional democracy.”

But just exactly how does the
American Legion believe in uphold-
ing the constitutional and civil
rights of Mr. John Doe, Mr. Common
Citizen or Mr. Bill Workingman?

100 Per Cent Labor-Balting

The first thing you learn is that to
be a “100 per cent American” you
have to agree 100 per cent with all
the Legion stands for and to combat
the “insidious program of bolshe-
vism, radicalism, etc.” To be specific,
the American Legion’s definition and
advocacy of civil rights means the
following:

1. Barring all “subversive” publi-
cations from the mails. It would also
forbid the passage of such publica-
tions in interstate commerce,

The Legion not only would, IT
DOES, “discourage” newsstands and
stores from carrying and selling la-
bor publications.

2. Free Speech? Certainly. But
then, says a Legion convention reso-
lution, “Free speech stops whaere
treason begins"—and the Legion seis
the standards and limits.

3. The American Legion was two

Local 9--

{Continued from page 1)

been lifted and Pollard sent in as

boss.

What Pollard's policy will be like
has already been indicated by the
appointment of Mulholland as execu-
tive secretary of the local.. Mulhol-

-land is generally regarded in the

yard as a company man, At least, on
every issue that comes before the
union he takes the company’s side.

Further, the Stalinists have
pledged support to Pollard through
Lopez, their leading.  spokesman.
What is clearly brewing, there-
foré, is an all-out and oconcerted
attack on the militants—that is, on
UNION CONDITIONS AND
‘STANDARDS, -under the protec-
tion of a dictatorial suspension.

To soften the effects of this un-
democr'atic blow on the ranks, Pol-
lard has promised an organization
drive. But Pollard’s promises are
well known. He is known here as
“Phony Promises” Pollard and he
didn't acquire that reputation un-
deservedly, Having already had a
hand in sacrificing important gains,
Pollard can be counted on to con-
tinue these dangerous sacrifices for
which the men have to pay in loss
of conditions, pay rates and union
strength.

The suspension is a stab in the
back of the union. Progressives
must consequently rally to pro-
tect the union. All those who un-
derstand the union as an indispen-
sable weapon of the workers musi
come te itg defense—against com-
pany attacks and against inner-
“uinion attacks.

Yes, the suspension is a stab in the
back—but the local and the progres-
sives in it are by no means licked
yet. Rallying to the defense of the
union around a program of militant
action they can win the support nec-
essary to set the two-bit dictator and
his Stalinist and reactionary sup-
porters back on their heels and re-
store the local to the place it long
held as one of the best and most
militant union locals in the country.

AS IS, emphatically

decades ahead of the Rapp-Couderi
Committee in shouting about “dis-
loyalty in schools,” in advocating
teachers’ “loyalty oaths” As ex-Na-
tional Commander Hayes plainly put
it: “Check (spy) on the teachers in
your schools.”

The Cry Against “Aljens”
4. “Aliens!"—that, too, has always
been the alarm signal of the Amer-

ican Legion. Bo the Legion has stood.

for the deportation of aliens; has
sought to stop immigration for ten
years; and opposes employmeni of
any aliens by the government! But
actually the American Legion has
never cared two raps about “aliens”
as long as the millions of foreign-
born workers who were employed in
the coal, iron ore and copper mines,
the steel mills, railroads and other
basic industries, slaved uncomplain-
ingly for long hours, miserable
wages and bad working conditions.

The “alien” problem begins for
the Legion, as it does with all the .
capitalists and their apologists,
when the foreign-born workers go
militantly on strike for their in-
terests, help to organize strong la-
bor unions and insist on their eco-
nomic and political rights.

In the Legion's eyes, such people,
even if they are Mayflower descend-
ants, are “aliens” who, if they can't
be deported, ought at least “to be
shot.” That is what the Warings and
other Legionnaire spokesmen really
believe and advocate.

5. For years, moreover, these “100
per cent Americans” have stood for
so-called “Euyropean” customs, For
instance, the Legion has always ad-
vocated compulsory finger - printing
for all, with an eye primarily on its
utilization for spying on and black-
listing militant workers.

The Legion knows how to imprave
on the anti-labor techniques of em-
ployers; and, gradually, Legion ideas
have made their way in all too many
respects.

- 8. Though it professes to believe in
the Bill of Rights—for instance, in
“free assembly”—the American Le-
gion has gone about trying to pre-
vent labor and radical meetings by
“discouraging” landlords from rent-
ing halls fo such groups or organiza-
tions. It began this noble work as
early as. Armistice Day, November
11, 1918, when Centralia, Wash,, Le-

gionnaires made a premeditated at-

tack on the IWW headquarters, re-
sulting in injuries and deaths. -Al-
though.. Legionnaires
hall, it was.several IWW defenders
who were sentenced to long prison
terms. A repenting Legionnaire, Ed-
ward Patrick Coli, later exposed the
Legion’s plot and worked for the re-
lease of the Centralia victims from
prison.

Against Free Ballot

T. Respecting voting rights, the Le-
gion’s opposition to permitling “com-
munists” on the ballot is well known,
Thus, for example, when the Com-
munist Party in the State of New
York (for which we hold no brief, as
LABOR ACTION readers know) pre-
sented petitions this year containing

. .
25 Cents Will Bring

LABOR ACTION to yesur home for
six months. Send your subscription
to LABOR ACTION, 114 West 14th
Street, New York City.

\ /

Buy LA and NI

In Detroit:

(1) Arcadia Book Store—Seldin and
Woodward.

(2) Carl's Book Store — Clairmount
and Woodward. y

3) Bookl
Cass.

“invaded the.

Store — Baltimore and

50,000 signatures to place their party
and ticket on the ballot, the Ameri-
can Legion, in line with its entire
past course toward labor and “radi-
cals,” challenged the petitions and
did its utmost to prevent the Com-
munist Party from appearing on the
ballot.

Moreover, if the American Legion

had its way, such organizations as
the Workers Party, SWP, SLP—in
fact, any organization advocating in
some form the abolition of capltalism
would be proscribed as “un-Ameri-

Goes Free--

(Continued from page 1)
dria, he was approached by a state
trooper, who wanted to know what
part he had in a quarrel between a
man and a woman several feet away.
Carr said he knew nothing about it,
that he had not seen the man strike

,the woman. The state trooper there-

upon turned Carr and, claiming that
he was obstructing justice, arrested
him. The soldier informed him that
he could not do this, and an argu-
ment ensued, which was joined by
another military policeman and sev-
eral other state troopers. The Negro
soldiers ran down the street and in
the course of the chase, the state
trooper killed Carr and captured and
beat his companion.,

The other soldier related that
when he was held for questioning
he was told by Captain Green of the
state police; “N__1, do you mean to
tell me that you were born and

raised in the South and didn’t have !

no better sense than to resist a white
man like that. You know what hap-
pens to N._s down here in the South
whenever a white man speaks to
one-‘,

Referring to the 1941 riot, he add-
ed: “You heard about us killing up
ten or fifteen of those N__r soldiers
in that riot. You should have taken
a lesson from that.”

Eloquently spoken! Here is the
explanation of the killings and the
lynchings! Keep the Negro in his
place—if need be, shoot him up.

Dalton McCullon, state trooper,
Southern white man, killer of Carr
—goes free. His wrist was slapped
for his ¢rime: he was suspended
from the force for one whole day.
Otherwise life goes on just the
same_‘. Y oea aw

Overtime--
(Continued from page 1)

boys who are the powers behind the
congressional throne? There's Tom
Girdler of Republic Steel pocketing
in salary alone $275,000 in 1941—and
Ferguson of Newport News Ship-
building being paid $127,000 — and
Love of Burlington Mills rewarded
with a $179,652 salary—and Grace of
Bethlehem “earning” a salary of
$537,734—to take a few at random.

Where do these fattened leeches,
sucking their profits from Ilabor's
toil, get off attacking the workers’
bit of overtime!

Obvipusly the bosses and their
politicians believe the worker and
his family are beings of inferior
flesh.. They consider themselves the
“Aryan” clags in American society—
with the workers created as their
eternal slavesg

In the last week there has been
an ominous Iull in the war these foes
of lahor are waging against the for-
ty-hour week and against the work-
ers’ overtime pay. Doubtless prepa-
rations are being made for the next
encounter.

Is organized labor also preparing
for a counter-offensive? This is
what it must do?

As Labor-Baiters, They Are 100 P'er-Cenfer“s‘

can” and, hence, not entitled to the
rights of the Constitution and Bill
Bill of Rights. The Leglon’s similar-
ity to Hitler’'s concepts are quite
marked on all these scores.

8. In the First World War, war
hysteria resulted in the persecution
and jailing of thousands of men and
women. A large number were sen-
tenced to long prison terms. Even
long after the war ended, the Ameri-
can Legion, true to ifs character,
strongly opposed the release of the
political prisoners. Today its position
remains the same, as is indicated by
its opposition to the release from
prison of Earl Browder, Communist
Party secretary (even after the lai-
ter was out-percenting the American
Legion itself in his support of the
imperialist war and on his phobia,
opposition to and hatred of genuine
working class militaney),

A Menace io Democratic Righis

All this and more the American
Legion has stood for and continues
to advocate, Therefore, one can only
describe the “100 per cent American”
Legion as a MENACE TO THE CIV-
IL AND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS OF
THE PEOPLE, AND THE WORK-
ERS IN PARTICULAR.

Roosevelt’s authorization to the
American Legion to organize the
present members of the armed
forces only serves as a spur to the
Legion to continue without hin-
drance, indeed with permission, its
reactlonary program among the
young generation of soldiers and
sailors.

9. The American Legion officialdom
waxes angry and indignant when it
is charged with being fascist in its
outlook and practices. Buf an exam-
ination of its record of infolerance,

opposition and persecution of labor
and liberal elements through the
years demonsirates its faselst char-
acteristics In many significant as-
pecis. An editorial from a Southern
newspaper, the Roanoke, Va., World-
News, expressed itself as follows on
the character of the American Le-
gion: :
“The American Legion program
has marked similitude to the fascists
and Nazis.... It is intensely natione
alistic.... In prating of Americans
ism, it speaks the language of Hite
ler and Mussolini. :
“With their soldier caps and unie
forms, they assemble -in the sami
manner that characterized Hitler’
Storm Troops in the days that Hits'
ler wag waging his struggle for pows
er. :
“In their concern for self, rather
‘than the body of people, they resems
ble the Brown and Black Shirts.
“Like the Nazis and fascists, they
are intolerant of all thought that is
not like theirs. They are aroused to
a fury by any concept not fitting inte.
their smug scheme of things.” 3
They are ready “to squelch 'b_y
strong-arm ways individuals and
groups who do not agree with them.
And in this, again, they agree pere
fectly with Il Duce and Der Futhse
m‘n i
Later-day developments, since tha{i
time of this editorial, attest to its ace
curacy in describing the fascist chars
acteristice and potentialities of the
American Legion. For a knowledge
of its leadership, its composition, its
interests, its association with big
business, it is, moreover, not diffi-
cult to see how such an organization
could be used by demagogues in the
coming period for definiiely reac-
tionary ends; and, ultimately, to plll
over a fascistie program. PN

Commenting on the dearth of lit-
erature in Germany these days, Herr
Goebbels remarked: “No national
socjalist should -consider- it beneath
his digmty to write fiction.”

LA

“The h'aditionally polite,. ;iemi-for--

mal meeting of the (Stalinist) P.E.N.
Club, with some eighty literary
‘names’ in attendance, began very
quietly. But soon...a free-for-all
was touched off when Clifton Fadi-
man...seconded a motion by Rex
Stout to generate an_active hate
against all Germans, anti not merely
against Nazis.... A Iull occurred fo
decide the difference between ‘rea-
sonable hatred’ and ‘calm hatred.”
—New York Post.

“With all my heart I hate the
fascist occupants.... I swear in the
name of the warriors who sacri-
ficed their lives for our happiness
that I will forever remember.”"—
Oath sworn by 15,000,000 Russian
children.

. “We must hate with every fibre of
our being. We must lust for battle;
our object in life must be to kill; we
must scheme and plan night and day
to kill”"—Lieut. Gen. Lesley J. Me-
Nair.

As the good folk may in this
.happy season: “Peace on earth fo
men of good will,” that is, to you
and me—but somefimes I'm not so
sure of you.

S .
D'Lo, Miss.,, was the first town in
the country with every draftable
man in the armed forces.

Mississippi has always been first
in lots of things: highest in illit-

ﬂeadma,oﬂ

Fi_nds a Copy,
Sends in Sub

Gentlemen:

Please put my name on your mail-
ing list for one year for the LABOR
ACTION and I will remit as -soon as
the first edition arrives.

Sorry that I didn't know about
your paper sooner. Just today I
happened to find one copy in the
street. Picked it up and read it and
it appealed to me, so I decided fo in-
vest 60 cents for one yearly sub-
seription. ;

[ J.R.
Philadelphia, Pa.

Coast Guard Patrols

. Shipyard on Pretext

Dea.r Editor:

Conspiring to discredit the Ship-
yard Workers Union, CIO, the Beth-
lehem Fairfields Shipyards in Balti-
more called in the Coast Guard to
pairol the plant a week ago Satur-
day because of “tension existing be-
tween factions of the Industrial Un-
ion of Marine & Shipbuilding Work-
ers of* America over union policies.”

The company, it seems, would like
to' hire Negroes, but, the \union is
split on the question and the Bethle-
hem - Fairchild Shipyards muldn‘t

take any chances on work stoppages
(even if they were over reactionary
grievances).

Well, now, what's the story? Does
the company really fear a crigis in
the union over the Negro employ-
ment question?

Five miserable, brain-. stunted,
Southern press-reading, backward
workers showed themselves fo be
disgruntled over prospective emplay-
ment of Negroes and blatantly voiced
their sentiments.

The Shipyard Workers Local 43
promptly threw them out, a rapid
expulsion even in the CIO. It would
appear that this action clearly indi-
cates the simplicity of the position
of the workers in this matter. The

union policy is unequivocally against

any form of race prejudice.

“There have been no disturb-
ances,” states a company spokesman
to the Associated Press. ,

Calling out the Coast Guard, says

'

the company, is to avoid the “possi- *

bility of unpleasant actions.”
So what's the complaint? *“No

disturbances!” “Possibility of un-
pleasant actions.” ‘Tension among
workers.”

But we DO know of the ldng-
standing Jim Crow policy of ghe
Bethlehem - Fairfield hypocrites, We
DO know that only pressure insti-
tuted by workers themselves through
their international union forced them
to consider employment of Negroes.

TLabor dction. Jake the Floor . ..

Oh, yes! The company is building
“Liberty” ships.
Bethlehem Worker.

On Bell Aircraft
Jim Crow Pohcy

Dear Editor:

One of the most pressing problems
in Buffalo these days is the “man-
power problem.” If is estimated that
40,000 additional female workers will
be required within the next few
months to meet the war plants' la-
bor demands.

It is a known fact that potential
Negro war workers are given the
cold shoulder throughout the coun-
try. In Buffalo each/plant sets for
itself a “Negro quota” to which it
adheres as much as possible. Out of
about 18,000 colored people living in
Buffalo, an insignificant number are
employed in the war plants. This in
spite of the need for workers.

In Bell Aircraft, for instance, out
of more than 15000 workers, there
are less than 400 colored employees.
As a further ihsult, most of the lat-
ter are not on production, but do
menial work as sweepers, dusters,
ete,

Many of the Negro girl workers at
Bell have taken courses in aviation
work, and have recognized certifi-

cales attesting to the satisfactory
completion of these courses, but Bell,
in preference to shifting these girls
on production where they will be
more useful, practices a vicious Jim
Crow policy and hires unskilled
white girls for preduction work.

A. conscious policy is being fol-
lowed by Bell to get rid of the Negro
workers whenever possible. In one
case a girl sweeper was fired one
day before her sixty-day probation
period ended because she refused to
do work for which she was not hired.

Bell Local, 501, UAW-CIO, is for-
mally attempting to place the Negro
on the production line, but the lack
of a militant approach prevenis any
really effective action. Resolutions
are forthcoming against the poll-tax,
but none which concretely plan for
the smashing of Jim Crow at Bell

M. E.

YPSL Disputes Our
Position on Elections

Dear Editor:

I read Max Shacht:mans article on
the reasons why labkor should not
have supported Alfange and the
ALP. I agree with his conclugions.
though much of his analysis was
guesswork, I also note that the only

candidates in_ the whole Unifed

States who were endorsed by the
Workers Party and LABOR ACTION
were the Cannonite candidates in
New Jersey and Minnesota. Now,
there were a number of states, in-
cluding New York, where candidates
were being run by the Socialist Par-
ty. Will you please tell me, and also
your readers, why LABOR ACTION
and the Workers-Party did not sup-
port these candidates? Perhaps you
may disagree with parts of their pro-
gram, but you cannot deny that the
Socialist Party is a workers’ Party.
Now it might not make much real
difference, in votes, at least, which
candidates you supported. But it
shows you up as a pretty sectarian
bunch when you conclude that the
Cannonite candidates, after all your
bitter experience with them, are the
only candidates deserving of labor
support. . )
virgil J. Vogel.
Young Peoples Socialist League.
P.S.—Also please tell your readers

‘why you do not say anything in LA-

BOR ACTION about the arrest of
Francisco Largo Caballero and San-
tiago ‘Casares Quiroga, Spanish work-
ing class leaders who face death be-
fore Franco's firing squad.

Chicago, November 28, 1942.

4 L]
L]
LABOR ACI‘ION did tell its read-
ers why it did not support- Socialisk

i
A

Party candidates in the last election.
On October 12, LABOR ACTION
published ' an election statement by
the Workers Party. With the posi-
tion there given, LABOR ACTION
sgrees. This statement charged that
“on the crucial issue of the day, the
war, it (the Socialist Party) has yet
to speak out unequivocally. Instead,
its leading spokesman, Norman
Thomas, has publicly given ‘critical’
support to the war, and its New
York candidate has done likewise.
+». The Socialist Party ... (ig) ...
vainly trying to span a pro-war and
anti-war position. In short, it offers
no program for working class IN-
DEPENDENCE and militancy.”

It is our correspondent who really
wears the “sectarian” shoe when he
complains that we supported the can-
didates of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, with whom we have sharp fac-
tional differences. It is precisely be-
cause we refuse to act like the petty
factionalists of the SWP (and the
SP) that we gave them our support.
Despite our “bitter experiences” and
despite the fact that we note a weak-
ness in the anti-war line of the SWP,
it was our opinipn that the candi-
dates of the SWP represented a pro-
gram of independent working class
action. '

As to the postscript, here we admit
an error which we intend fo correct

immediately~-Editor,

Sparkis in the News

. ..rations in Hungary will be.reduced
_fwmzﬂtlgramstolﬁﬂzfmdﬂﬂ& :
-following .a decree by the Ministry

_ of their Free Austria movement and

By Euerell Weilon

eracy, most still bl_rﬂi;,
state with a Bilbo.

- —LA—
"Begmmng November 30, bread. j’

ONLY

of Food.”—New York Times,

That is to say, from about seven
ounces to about flve and a bhalf
ounces. The average loaf of bread
in this couniry weighs sixteen
ounces.

—LA—

“The age limit for girls employed
by companies engaged in war pro= -
duction was lowered from eighteen
to sixteen years by the U.S. Labor:
Department.”—Yank. e

According to a recent article in
PM about child labor in Connecti~
cuf: “...More than 10 per cent of
the 1,142 students of two Bridge-
port junior high schools are ille-
gally employed.... Of a total of '
13,320 students surveyed in 'Hari-
ford, Bridgeport, New Britain and
New Haven, more than 20 per cent
were {llegally employed.... Ons
12-year-old boy in a Hariford
bowling alley was found to bs
working sixty hours a week, quit-
ting each morning at rour o’cbck
seven days a week... 3

The U.S. Labor Departmai;t. is tak-
ing steps to eliminate all JLLEGAL
employment. ;

(L gy (= _

“Archdukes Otto and Felix are

still plugging for U.S. recognition

have seen important State Depart-
ment officials recently."—Newsweek,

The current roster of hungry
ex’s now fighting for freedom, de-'
mocracy and a full belly really
needs a couple of Hapsburgs to
make it complete. How about i .
FD?

—LA—
“A  little later (in 1922) WEAF
broadcast- the first program spon=
sored by an advertiser, a talk about
a cooperative apartment house in -
Jackson Heights.”—Telephony.
WEAF is now owned by NBC,
which. is still vefusing time to
Caoperative ' League hecause
operation is 3 “controversial issue.”

NEW READERS: !

The following new subscriptions
were received by LABOR ACTION
during the past TWO weeks:

BUFFALO I
New York City — .78
St. Louis 8
Detroit S
Los Angeles 3P
Washington, D. C. —= 2

Clavaland 2

Total e
CHRISTMAS GIFTS: i
We suggest that a subscription to
The New International makes a fine
Christmas gift. The subsmlptmn Tate

iz $1.00 per six months ﬂ&ﬂ perx
yeam
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" world, as formerly,

-.-the -Stalinists from

"to your fellow worker.

- like. it

Whaf lndla Means to the Amencan Workmg Class

~ India and Its Relation to the Conduct of the War

‘By J. B. JOHNSON

Ever since the Indian - civil diso-

;. bedience campaign of 1920-21, the
© “-British imperialists have trembled at

. the thought of having to hold down
. India through another war and post-

war period. This fear for the empire
~—and India is two-thirds of the em-
pire — contributed more than any-
thing else to the British policy of ap-
peasement.

What was true in 1839 is now
doubly and triply true. In a war
such as this, sll the iendencies
which have been developing in
previous years are violenily

~ brought io a head. The war to date

‘has shown that at a time when In-
dia is siruggling more determined-
ly than ever to be free, Britain
nead:lndlsnowmdlnthehmc
mmthanmr

The war so far has shown the
powerful tendency of the great na-

- tional economies to burst their bonds
~'and seek domination of the conti-

nental srea, not only all over the
but in those
areas where they are geographically
situated. Thus the United States en-
sureg its: domination over the Amer-

. fcan continent and today Canada, for

instance, must look first to America
and only secondly to Britain. Japan
aims at mastery of the whole Far
Fast, with herself as the center. Ger-

- many holde the continent of Western
- Europe and will hold it or perish.

Britain Looks fo Far East

' The geographical area to which
Britain properly belongs is the con-
tinent of Europe. But Britain is too
amall and too weak to dominate the

. European continent, It is losing its

economic grip over large paris of
Latin America, and United States
imperialism will never lose that to
Britain again. Unable to do in Eu-
rope what Germany is doing, and
able to hold her own in Europe only
as a pawn of America, Britain's sole
hope of imperialist prosperity is now
the Far East. India is absolutely nec-
essary as a base, not only for inter-
est on investments, but for raw ma-
terials, for people to exploit, as an
industrial center, as a military ecen-
ter, as a political base, in the mili-

* tarized world of the future.

Britain cannot let India go, or
loosen her grip. She must, what-
ever she does, TIGHTEN her grip.
An American economio mission al-.
ready was in India.. America is

* mot fighting Japan for the -benefit

of Brifain’s imperialism. America

- slms at doing in India and 'China-‘

—David Coolldge Reports on CIO Convention-

what she does today in Brazil and
Mexico. Should Britain weaken
her grip on India, then against a
powerful competitor llke the USA
she is lost.

. Britain has already made it olear

. that she is not giving up Hong

Eong. But Hong Eong is too small
to be a really powerful ountpost for
the kind of military power on
which all capitalist economic and
political penetration will rest in
the future. Britain will hold India
or will exist merely as s little is-
land community off the coast of
Europe.

It is this which accounts for the
stern attitude of Mr. Churchill on
India. Churchill is an imperialist,
he is a British Prime Minister and
he knows well how to combine con-
ciliatory words in Britain with ter-
ror in the colonies. At a certain stage
in the Indian crisis a statement was
due from him; and it was expected
that, bearing in mind that the war
was supposed to be for “democracy”
and the fact that the whole world
was listening, Churchill would be
conciligtory. Said the London Econ-
omist of July 25: “Nothing that (any-
body) could do could compare “with
what Mr., Churchill might achieve if
he were to address to India this July
the same sort of inspired words as
he addresged to his own countiry on
behalf of Russia in June last year.”

Churchill addressed the House of
Commons in the harshest and most
unylelding language he could find.
The policy outlined by Cripps, said
Churchill, “is the settled policy of
the Brifish Crown and Parlia-
ment.” Not an inch more. He said
that Atflee, leader of the Labor
Party, had .gone over his speech
with him the night before. That

" was to make it quite clear to whom

he was speaking that it was use-
less going behind his back fo in-
trigue with the Labor Pariy. And
it is the conviction of this writer
that Churchill was speaking nei-
ther to the British people mor to
India but to Franklin D. Roose-
velt, leader of American imperial-
ism. Whereupon Roosevell sent
Willkie to dellver some messages,
while Willkie walted until he got
back home to dellver the most im-
portant message of all, the one
to India.

_The Second Front .

Second front or no secont front?
Obviously a second front is neces-
sary for imperialism. At present it
seems that one !s irH:he mak!ug.

A military plan is not merely a
plan of soldiers seeking the best
way to win. It is governed by the
economic interests of those who
are waging the war. And there is
abundant evidence that the diver-
gent economic interests of British
and American imperialism caused
conflict as to exactly what plan
should be followed.

In the summer of this year, Walter
Lippman, well informed conserva-
tive spokesman for American im-
perialism, paid a visit to England.
When he returned he gave his im-
pressions in the New Herald Tribune
of September 29. He found two dan-
ger spots: first, a lack of confidence
in the government because of too
much . preparation and no corre-
sponding action; the second problem
had to do with “the empire and
with the United States.... This ques-
tion,” he said, “is much too com-
plicated to be discussed or even de-
fined” in a few paragraphs. And
there he was certainly correct. But
he said what the basic trouble was:

I

“British and American land, sea
and air forces are...being scat-
tered like confetti over all the
spois of the earth that national in-
terests, imperial interests and the
older professional strategists seem
vitally important.” This he says
results in focusing attention on 2
“vast series of nuisance issues be-
tween the parts of the empire and
between Brifain and the United
States.”” There is friction as to
“what should be defended and
why.” The problems “sre wrin-
kling the brows of the Foreign
Office and the State Depariment.”
The language was cautious. Obvi-
ously the point was a delicate one
in the sense that nobody wanted
the workers to start thinking about
this.

Two weeks later Lippman returned
to the attack. K His article is headed
“The British and Ourselves.” And
its first sentence is worth study.
“With the enemy whispering in our
ears that we are the catspaws of
Churchill and in British ears that
Roosevelt is scheming to devour the
empire...” Lippman adds that we
must seek the truth “humbly and
sincerely.” And the fruth? The
truth is that the time has come for
“the reconciliation of all the Eng-
lish-speaking nations” They were
separated in the past. And what
form in this reconciliation to take?
“To see the past truly is to. see that
what separated us was the empire;
and therefore we (must) as much

as the British, renounce all the privi-
leges and ambitions of empire in or-
der that we may become trustees,
with our allies, of the peace of the
world.” This for Britain is death.
For America it means the world.
Lippman was very cautious in his
expressions. Life magazine was much
cruder in the article we referred to
in the first of this series. Said Life:
“Take this unhappy matter of the

‘second’ front. In a war to hold the .
empire together a second front might

not be so important at this time. But
in a war to assure victory for the
United Nations...it does seem to be
most dreadfully urgent.”

There are all sorts of military facts,
doubts and prejudices that go into
any consideration of the second front.
It is certainly a wvery complicated
question. But it is as certain as can
be and there iz clear evidence to
show, that when the British sit
down to plan, they plan a war to
keep the empire together, for they
dare not let it fall apart; while the
USA plans te win the war, but so as
io be in the best position to swallow
the empire!

Should the Japanese sirike and
there be a repetition of what hap-
pened in Burma, the whole world
will feel the shock. Churchill
knows that not only his govern-
ment will fall, but the Conserva-
tive Party will be in serious dan-
ger and the coalition of all partles
may splif all ways. Victory in the
war without keeping India has no
1sense to the British rulers.

The USA is so situated that Roose-
velt can risk a second front and even
lose a battle. But if Britain senf an
expeditionary force to Europe which
is defeated, she knows that this may
be the signal for revolt in India,
Egypt, the Middle East, and the be-
ginning of the end in Africa. Roose-
velt and Willkie, too, want some sort
of freedom patched up in the East,
some pseudo - constitutions and some
promises and strengthen the political
offensive in the Far East and at
home), thus cutting the ground from
under the Japanese propaganda.
Churchill and the British are, up to
now, unshakable. That is the real
war these gentlemen fight.

Rooseveli’'s Plan

Isn't there some possibilify that
Roosevelt and Willkie have. some
real plan which will give real free-
dom to India? Nothing of the sort.
What they are scared of is the In-
dian - masses.. They have confidence
that they can handle the other par-

- .ties in this maneuvering—the Indian

landlords and capitalists led by Gan-
dhi and Nehru. Anything that can
be patched up to look like freedom,
with American imperialism and
American power as the new masters,
would be gobbled up by Gandhi and
the right wing of the India Con-
gress. They, too, want Britain to do
something now, particularly since in
addition to one set of powers—the
imperialist armies—they now have
another to deal with, the revolling
Indian masses.

But aren't the Japanese afraid of
the Indian mass revelt? THEY
ARE. They are as much afraid of
it as the United Nations are afraid
of the Enropean workers' revolu-
tion, But war iz war. Roosevelt's
plan is to use the European revolu-
tion against the Axis and then
suppress it by pelicing Europe and
imposing governments subservient
to American imperialism. The
Japanese plan is exactly the same,
in reverse! To use the Indian rev-
olution against the United Nations,
and then suppress it by policing
India and imposing a government
subservient to Japanese -imperial-
ism. Asfrantically as Roosevelt and
Churchill shout “free enslaved Eu-
rope,” just as loudly do Hitler and
Hirohito shout “free India.” . The
American worker must watch these
things and work out what is going
on behind the abeminable lies and
hypoecrisies of the politicians.

These interests are shaping the
war. They are shaping your lives and

mine, where we shall fight, how long’

we shall fight. They are also shaping
the peace. For the peace is the out-
come of the war as it actually took
place.

But there is something else to be'
waiched. In this seething mass of
power politics, grab for empire and
fooling of the people, we must be
aware of the fact that force de-
cides, the force of imperialist ar-
mies on the one hand and the force
of revolting peoples on the other.
At the start of the war it is the
armies that are most powerful and
strike the decisive blows. As the
war drags on, the power of the
people begins to assume a growing
importance. Sometimes, as in Rus-
sia in 1917 and in Germany in 1918,
it erupts and smashes the army of
the imperialist rulérs. It is this
power in India which we must
watch. Sooner or later it is going
to tear through its chains and over
night change the global war or the
global peace.

(Coniinued in next issue)

Resoluhon on Jim Crow Good, But Lacks Teeth

(Continued from the last issue)

Next to Roosevelt and the various
government speakers, it was really
the Stalinists who occupied the cen-
ter of the stage at the recent CIO
wconvention in Boston. This was not

.due to any definite plan of the Sta-

linists themselves, but to the fortunes
of war and Attorney General Biddle.
~The spotlight was on Curran and
Bridges, and to a lesser extent on
“white collar”
umions.

. - Curran came into the limelight be-
cause he is.the head of the National

_ Maritime Union. Two thousand mem-
" ‘barg of this union have been lost at

saa since the United States entered
the war. Three hundred of them
were Negro seamen. It was of course

" "altogether fitting and proper that the

CIO0, and all the labor movement for
that matter, commemorate the sacri-

fice that these workers have made.

None of the things that we have to
.say about Stalinism is directed at
‘these men or at their comrades
"among the living on land and sea
who have been caught up in the net
of the Second Imperialist World War.

* 'NMU Gets Plague

A memorial plaque was presented
10 the NMU by Murray from the
CIO. There was also a “Memorial
to the CIO Members in the Merchant

" Marine Who Have Died in the Serv-

ice of Our Nation.” In presenting the
plaque to Curran, Murray made the
presentation addrese, in which he
praised the heroism of the men who
man the ships carrying war supplies
all over the earth. “They are the

~ Mock Trial at
~ CDRC Affair

‘The Civil -Rights Defense Commit-
tae is presenting a mock trial oper-
etta, auction and dance on Saturday
evening, December 12, at 9:00 o'clock

“at Werdermann’s Hall, 160 Third

Avenue, near 16th Street, New York.
The proceeds of this affair will go
toward providing Christmas presents
for all the children of the defendants.
Many of these worker-parents have
had great difficulties in earning regu-
lar incomes since the convictions.
: 'I’his ‘affair will mark a year since

* gighteen CIO trade unionists and So-

cialist Workers Party members were
copvieted in the Minneapolis trisl, as
tha first vietims of the infamous
*Gag" Act.

Give it
He'll

Pass this paper on.

boys,” said Murray, “who give of
their lives, of their blood and of their
limb to help America and ifs allies
win this war.”

While it is true that these “boys”
have given their lives, there was
nothing said in the resolution or
in Murray’s speech to indicate that
there is doubt in anybody’s mind
that this war may not be exactly
the kind of war it is claimed to be.
While plenty was said in the con-
vention, even by such a war sup-
porter as Senator Pepper, to create
some doubt even in the mind of the
most obiuse or enthusjastic, the
resolution and Murray’s speech
were completely silent on the ques-
tion of whether or not this is really
a war for demoecracy. .

Pepper seemed to be a little dis-
turbed. In commenting ‘on the
statement of Churchill that he had
not become Prime Minister to sit in
at the funeral of the British Empire,
he said: “...If we are not sincere
when we say that we fight for de-
mocracy, we prepare to betray an~
other generation.” Was the genera-
tion that fought and died in the First
World War betrayed? If so, what
guarantee have the men who fight in
this one that their generation is not
being betrayed? The workers of the
world must answer this question for
THEMSELVES. .

In the course of Murray's presenta-
tion speech, ' giving the plaque to
Curran, he made the statement:
“Thig is what I personally think of
you, this is what the CIO thinks of
you and your union.” This was a
sort of queer réemark and of course
does mot mean that Murray has
changed his mind about “commu-

nmism.” It is, rather, that in their

journey around.the circle, the Sta-
linists have met Murray in all-out
support of the imperialist war and
have found themselves in his em-
brace. Perhaps it was not accidental,
however, that the above quoted
statement by Murray to Curran did
not find its way into the. printed
proceedings of the convention.

Bridges Gets Spotlight

Harry Bridges also found himself
in the spotlight at the convention.
He was the subject of glowing praise
and sanctimonious approval by Mur-
ray and the other big shots, including
David MacDonald. Was this praise
being bestowed on Bridges because

. he was AT ONE TIME a militant

Iabor leader who led a couple of
militant mass strikes? Neothing of
the sort. The CIO leadership was
demanding that the deportation war-
rant against Bridges be lifted and
he be made a citizen because, AND
ONLY BECAUSE, he =zupports the
war. Hig labor record was not even

mentioned, mor was it even hinted
that his deportation may have been
decreed because of his PAST mili-
tant activity.

Murray said that “it has not been
demonstrated to the satisfaction of
labor and many citizens that Harry
Bridges has ever been affiliated with
or 'a member of any subversive or-
ganization or groups that have for
their purpose the overthrow of the
government of the United States.
Harry Bridges has given loyal sup-
port to the government of the United
States in support of this war., Aus-
tralia would welcome Harry Bridges
back. They believe that he would
be an aid to them in winning the

war.

What did Murray think of Bridges
two years ago? What would be his
attitude on Bridges if he had sup-
ported a resolution in his interna-
tional against the Rooseveli-Mur-
ray “no-sirike” agreement that was
forced on the CIO? What does
Murray think would be the atti-
tude of Australia foward Bridges
if he should once again become a
militant labor leader during or af-
ter the war?

MacDonald said that the way he
looked at it is that “Mr. Bridges is
even now a good, decent American
citizen.” Bittner felt that “the Bridges
case is an indictment against the
government of the United States.”
Of course Bittner did not tell the
convention just what the indictment
was., This was true of all of them.,
They are for Bridges now because,
AND ONLY BECAUSE, he is a sup-
porter of the imperialist war.

They have a hunch, of course, that

all is not exactly straight with the
Bridges deportation - proceedings.

They know that the case arosé In the

days when the Stalinists were not
supporting the United Nations in the
war. They know also that the bosses
feared that Bridges might call an-
other strike, and for this reason
wanted to get him out of the coun-
try, But they don’t mention this.
It might interfere with the “war ef-
fort.” They are not concerned .now
with whether or not Bridges is a

Stalinist, They will hold ithis in re-

serve until after the war is over,
Discusslon on Race Disctimination
One of the most interesting dis-
cussions in the convention was on
the question of the Negro and the
CIO. There was a resolution on
“discrimination” which said in part
that “we of the democracies are
fighling fascism at home and abroad
by welding all races, all religions and
all peoples into a united body of
warriors for democracy. Any dis-
criminatory practices within our
ranks, against Negroes or other

el i L e e e s Rl

creating division, dissension and con-
fusion.” The resolution resolves that
“the CIO now reiterates its firm op-
position to any form of racial or re-
ligious discrimination and renews its
pledge to carry on the fight for pro-
tection in law and in fact of the
rights of every racial and religous
group to participate fully in our so-
cial, political and industrial life.”

There was objeciion to this reso-
lution. The claim was made, nota-
bly by some of the Negro dele-
gates, that i was mnot strong
enough. Yancy, of the Transport
Service Employees, said that “we
agree that reiteration is necessary,
but at the same .time we think we
ought to get away from platitudes
and take out of the frameweork of
words this reiteration of our poli-
cies and put it into real and prac-
tical action.... We believe this

resolution should be recommitted -

and that it should be strengthened

by additional facts, sach as are

brought forth in the Executive

Board’s resolution as submitted

and accepted.”

The resolution was discussed by
Murray, Brophy, Bittner and many
delegates from the floor. Townsend,
president of the Transport Service
Employees and member of the CIO
Executive Council, told the conven-
tion that “it #s incumbent upon each
and every one of you to recognize
how serious this problem is.... We
are going to neglect the use of this
manpower (Negro) and if you your-
selves think more of your preju-
dices than you do of your freedom
you will Jose that freedom.... I
warn you that unless those of you
who make up the Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations don’t do more

than give lip service to this burning
question then something will happen
that will cause all of us to regret.”

Walter * Reuther spoke on the
resolution fo the effect that the
resplution and the facts given in
Murray’s remarks should get down
to the people in the factories, for
"lm_less they understand the things
we talk about in these resolution,
they will remain high-sounding,
pious resolutjons.... ¥ think it is
the duty of every delegate here:
today to go back to their respecy
tive organizations and see that they
take up the fight against racial dis-
crimination, not as a2 secondary
consideration . . . but this ‘fight
against racial discrimination must
be put on top of the list with union
security and other union demands.”

It was clear that this problem of
discrimination against the Negro in
the unions and in the factories was
beginning to worry the leadership
along with their worries over Con-
gress, the WLB and other govern-
ment agencies. Discrimination against
the Negro was beginning to inter--
fere with the prosecution of the war.
Their attitude is that if Negro sup-
port is to be won for the war, then
discrimination must be eliminated or
at least lessened. ;

This is the chief motivation today
behind their concern over race dis-
crimination: the solidarity of labor,
black and white, ig necessary to win
the war. On the more important
matter of the necessity for the solid-
arity of labor to win greater security.
concessions from the bosses and a
better life for the American workers
as a whole, these leaders were
girangely silent.

" burden of the war has been placed on those with the lowest in-

- ets of the middle class.

America Since
Pearl Harbor - -

Continued from page 1

to talk about the world of the future! Then what about this better
world that we are supposedly fighting and dying for?

TRANSFORMATIONS ON THE HOME FRONT

And let us examine what has happened on the home front.
A transformation, at a dizzy pace, has taken place. Gone is the
famous American standard of living, replaced by & war economy,
rationing and shortages. LABOR ACTION has, during the past
year, described in great detail the infamous manner in which the

comes—the workers and small farmers, as well as the lower brack-

LLabor has been forced to abandon its right to strike.
Labor works longer hours than ever before in its history, under
heavier strain and supervision, with double time overtime pay
given up.

Labor pays heavier taxes, with forced savings and still
heavier taxes just around the corner. The whole burden of
the war is forced on the working class—it does the fighting,
it does the dying, it does the paying!

Meanwhile, capital makes profits (LABOR ACTION publishes
the gory details virtually every week) that are astounding, even
to the capitalist and the “Sixty Families” themselves! The jack-
ing up of income taxes on workers is far greater than increased
rates on boss incomes and boss profits.

The drive against laber, the drive against the forty-hour
week, the refusal to liquidate vigorously the Jim Crow policy
in the armed forces and in waor industry, the preservation of
the poll-tax system, the denial of mailing rights to workers’
papers like The Militant, the breaking of strikes by Army and
Navy forces—all of these facts are further evidence of the
true character of the war. The growth of authoritarian and
totalitarian methods of ruling, the growth of bureaucracy and
military methods—these are the outstanding characteristics
revealed in the development of the war.

And what is promised the people for the future?

Wages will be froxen even more rigidly then they are
now. Actually, heavy woge cuts will be installed, by the
method of forced savings, income tax deductions in advance,
etc. The American standard of living will drop. '

Every decree, every rule and regulation, every taxation pro-
gram, every measure directed against |abor that has already been
adopted in the first year of the war will be doubly reinforced dur-
ing the second year of the war, if the capitalists have their way.
For, it is apparent, the year 1l of the war will be marked by great
offensives_on both ‘the military front (against America’s impe-
rialist rivals) and on the home front (against the living standards
and against labor) .

SOCIALISM—THE WAY TO PEACE

For LABOR ACTION, the anniversary of Pearl Harbor is a
day for reiterating its working class opposition to capitalist war
and for reaffirming its belief that world peace can be obtained
only through workers’ action for the destruction of capitalism the
world over and its replacement by socialism. In the words of the
statement issued to the American people by the Workers Party on
the first days of the war, and with which we agree:

v

“This war, with all its devastation and horror, is a child
of capitalism. The people will not forever, or for long, endure
the unspeakable sufferings of the war or of the system which
gave it birth. To preserve themselves from complete destruc-
tion, to preserve what we-know of civilization, to march for-
ward to a decent world for humanity, the workers must and
will replace the capitalist system with the order of socialism
end bring an end to the bloedy carnage, to all exploitation
and oppression. We are supremely confident thet the wer
will be brought to an end by this fulfillment of the destiny of
the working class. Patiently and perseveringly the Workers
Party will contribute ell in its power to hasten this fulfill-
ment."”

On the first anniversary of Pearl Harbor, LABOR ACTION
renews its pledge to fight for the interests of American labor, t@
fight for an end to the war by working class, socialist action.
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”The, Austrian monarchist and labor cir-

_cles here are battling for control of an

Austrian ‘Legion, now being organized by
the War Department to aid in the eventual
invasion of Europe,” says the New York
Post of. November 23.

The two parties involved in the struggle

\_are also  fighting for supremacy in the

“Free Austria” movement. They are, on
the one hand, the monarchists, led by the
extreme reactionary, Archduke Otto von
Hapsburg—a nonentity who would like to
swing his golden scepter to the tunes of
Johann Strauss over the enslaved heads of
the Czechs, Yugoslavs, Serbs, Poles and
Hungarians. And on the other hand they
are Austria’s old social - democrats and
trade unionists, now bootlickers of Amer-

ican imperialism.

What is interesting is Washington's re-
sponse to these highly incapable leadets of

"#Eree Austria.”” The State Department has

béen dealing with the National Committee,
the central board representing all Austrian
forces except the laborites, and completely
dominated by the monarchists. "He (Arch-

" duke Otto) is friendly with President Roo-

sevelt and his. family, Assistant Secretary
of State Berle and Senator Pepper (Demo-
It therefore appears as
‘though Roosevelt and his government wish
to have nothing to-do with even the poor,
harmless social-democrats, preferring to
make friends with Mussolini-inclined Arch-
duke Otto and his clique.

FDR gave us a pretty strong idea of the
post-war Europe he would like to see when
he recognized the French fascist, Darlan.
Is this another indication of his post-war
program—a semi-fascist, semi-monarchist
Europe, controlled by its relative across the
Ocean, Uncle Sam?

Scram, Mr. Cripps!

In an editorial in an April issue of LA-
BOR ACTION we wrote as follows:

"On Sunday, April 12, 1942, Sir Staf-
ford ~Cripps — the pettifogging lawyer
spokesman for the dying British Empire
—passed away from this world’s political
life. His body is reported returning for
‘a well-deserved rest and final inter-
ment in Britain’s graveyard of political
has-beens.”

'We don't like to brag, but it looks like
we called that one! Sir Stafford’s final
burial took a little longer than we had ex-
pected, but then, the British Tory gentle-
men are such—gentlemen! '

~Now, as was announced last week, he
has been removed from the War Cabinet
and his post ‘as government spokesman in
the House of Chambers. Some second-rate

post, - Minister of Aircraft Production, is

handed to him—for how long is a question.

This 'renegade to the socialist and labor
movement, who tried in vain tosell a bill
of goods to India’s 400,000,000 people, is
discarded by his master, Churchill, like a

squeezed lemon. ""You served your purpose,

Cripps, so -scram!"® - That's what the Prime

Minister ‘sdid; and so did ‘the Labor Party -
bureaucrats, partacularly Herbert Morrison, ~
who serve in the War Cabinet. . -

Churchill-used Cripps in a: final effort to
line up India; having failed, Cripps was of
no further use. Agmn it’ s: "Good bye, Mr.
Cripps!” : '

Save c.,u

“The press has reported that Largo Ca-

ballero, -leader of -the: Socialist Party of -

Spain and head of 'the Popular Front gov-
ernment during its war with fascist Franco,
and Santiago Quiroga, Republican leader
and member of Caballero’s. government,
have been seized by the Germans ‘during
their occupation of Southern France and
handed over to the butcher regime of the
Spanish fascists.

Since then nothing has been heard about
the fate of these two men. But, when it is
recalled how the Franco regime proceeded
to execute the leaders of the workers’ or-
ganizations following the fascist victory, it
is not difficult to foretell their fate unless

A lea.ﬂet dlstrlbuted to the work- -

ers of the Brewster Aeronautical
Corp.. by the Communist ‘Party of
-Queens reveals that the Stalinisk

buzzards have been to the filth pile.
again and have returned with a leaf- -

let reeking with a stench that only
they:can generate in the labor move-

* ment. The :leaflet is entitled “How

the widest possible protest .is organized to

bring pressure on Franco through the prop-
er channels.

We were never politicdl followers of Ca-
ballero, the weak-kneed socialist, or Qui-
roga, the republican demacrat, and during
the Spanish Civil War a wide gulf separated
us. But the defense of these men. from the
fascist murderers is a duty of all working
class organizations., To permit the execu-
tion of these men is to strengthen the
power of the fascists..

Though Franco has denied that they
have been executed, experience has long
demonstrated that not the slightest reliance

can be placed on his word, nor on the word

of any fascist. Nazi ' Germany, Vichy
France and fascist Spain—these are the
culprits behind this latest. act. of infamy.

The need of an organlzed ‘tampaign in

their behalf has never been more urgent
than now. Protest to the State Department!
Demand that it intercede in behalf of these
men. Trade unions, rally in behalf of. your
class brothers!

Fa rrell Book Banned

James T. Farréll's ‘book, “Studs Lonigan,” has
been banned by the American Library Association.
Farrell’s book has been subjected to a violent at-

tack and censorship, notably by theé Catholic hier-
archy, since the date of its publication. It has név-

ertheless, enjoyed a r:emendous popularity here-

and abroad.

“Studs Lonigan” is a sxgmﬁcant contribution
to American literature. Both as a social docu-
ment, in its presentation of an important segment
of American life, Chicaga’s South Side, and as a
literary work, “Studs Lonigan” ranks high in re-
cent American literature. Without its incontesta-
ble merit, the censorship would be an intolerable
act, Given the value of the book, that censorship
is merely more odious.

The issue arose when the Enghsh publishers
reported their stock exhausted. and ordered new
editions from the United States. Though originally
on the ALA list for shipment abroad, the book was
suddenly withdrawn under the pressure of reac-
tionary groups. :

Commenting on..the censOtsh:p, Farrell has
said that 1t “indicates a resurgénce of war-time
censorship..” - Prominent literary figures, among
them Carl Van Doren and Stephen Vincent.Benet,
have already denounced the censorship. The obli-
gation to protest the censorship rests on us all.
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- WORKERS

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

1 Hands. off the right to strike! For the
defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictator-
.ship measures!

$1.00-an-hour minimum pay! Time

-and a half for overtime; double time
.for Sunday and holiday work. ;

3. Wage increases to meet rising ' costs.
" No wage or job  freezing! Equal pay

. Jor equal work!

4. For a_greater share o)‘ the increasing
nationial income. For a h!gher stand-
‘ard of living!

_5..No soles tax on_consumer goods! .No -
tux on wages! Agmlma forced savings!

6. For control of prite fixing and ration-
"ing by committees: of working class or-
‘ganizations, 'housewives and farmers’
. organizations. Freeze rents and con-
" sumer goods prices at the 1940 level to
stop the rise in the cost af living.

7..No government contract without a un-

. ion contract! The closed slwp in all
war induslriec!

8 an!am and ‘increase all governmem
social services! <

xSOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
‘PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9.. A-government:levy on capital -to cover
the coit of the impérialist war.” Confis-
cate all war profits!

10, Comcrtp: all war mduulrtes under work-

. ers” control! - -

11., Expropriate the “Sixty F‘nmdtes —-the

2

.

96 per cent of the national wealth!

PARTY PLATFORM
'Against Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World -

Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
of the Third Camp of Socialism! -

three percent of the people who own

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

TO THE DRAFTEES!

12, The right of free speech, free press and
free assembly for the men in the armed
forces.

13. The right of soldiers to’ vote in all
elections.

14. The right of all youth, male or femaley

to vote -at the age of eighteen.’ Old .|

enough to_fight; old enough to work;
old enougk to vote!
15. For adsqmue dépendency  all,
" .paid by the government with-NO de-
- ductions from the soldier’s_pay.

SMASH JIM CROW! Tk

16. Down with Jim Crow end anti-Semi-
tism! All discriminition against Ne-
groes in the.Army and Navy or by em-
ployérs in indestry must be made o
criminal offense! :

17. For full political, socigl and acanomic
equality for Negroes!

BE PREPARED!. . s S

18. For Workers’:Defense: Guards,. trained
. _and .controlled. by the. unions, against
v Ianta andfucu&cuﬁck:! _ -

19. For an Independent Labor Party and
"« Workers* Governwent!" No political -
" support to .the Roosevelt goveriment! . -

20. For Peace Through Socialism! For the

- independence of all colonies!

21. For a World Socmlus Fedenmou! Only
a socialist world will déstroy capitalist

imperialism and fascist barbarism!

Brewster Workers Can Help Our
Boys on’ the Offensive.”

Aﬂer a paragraph on the Afnca.n
campaig-n they get down fo. the
“business of demanding that every
“patriotic Brewster worker” insist
on “maximum production in the

" entire plant and each depariment.”

Now we know what they mean by
“maximum  produetion.” They
mean that the workers in the fac-
tories are to accept whatever pro-
duction standards are proposed by
the bosses, no matter. how back-
breaking they may be, no matter
how hazardous and no matter how
long the hours. “Patrioic workers,”
to the Stalinists, are workers who
are willing to become production
slaves; meek and docile pack-
horses who bow before the lash
and vituperation of every little
foreman, without a murmur of
protest, '

After which comes a weak and
meaningless paragraph addressed  to
Van Dusen, pleading with him to
get on with the task of job .evalua-
tion. This must be done so that the
Brewster workers can get. up to
“maximum production.” This is the
only -paragraph in the entire leaflet
that even hints that the bosses or
the government bureaucrats have
any responsibility at all for produc-
tion.

The Real Reason

In . the next paragraph they get
down to the real reason' for issuing
this leaflet. The “workers must be on

guard agamst t.hese disrupters - who

tried to provoke them into *wildcat'

actions. ..the workers must be on
guard against Hitler's provocateurs,
the slimy Trotskyites and their sedi-

‘tious sheet, LABOR ACTION, whose

special role is to paralyze production
in order to bring about our eountry’s
defeat.”

And then these bootlickers, who

‘hung onto Hitler's coattails until he

shook them off, say that the reason
the “Soviet Union” fights so well is

- that it exposed this Trotskyite-Hitler
fifth column at the Moscow -tirials
~ and wiped them out”

We will return to this fypical piece
of Stalinist slander in a moment.
First we want to deal with what
they have to say about the War La-
bor Board and their cowardly and
traitorous approval of this bankrupt
and boss-ridden institution.

They warn the workers against
“wildcat” action by telling them
about the action of the WLB in
refusing union security to an AFL
union because this union had “two
short strikes last July.” What
these wretches are saying is that
the WLB will get you if you don't
watch out. They are not concerned
with the validity of the strike. No
matter what the grievance of the
workers, if they strike it is a “wild-
cat” action. To the Stalinists, any
strike that is not ordered by or
approved by their own bureaucrats
is a “wildcat” action.

They give full approval to the
WLB. Anyone who doesp't is-a liar,
provocateur and : disrupter. As we
will show in a moment, this would
include every leader of the CIO,
great and small, except the  Stalin-
ists.

The *“disrupters” can get nothing
from the WLB, but “disciplined and
patriotic labor” can. The leaflet goes

Woashington Letten -

By PETER DANIELS
WASHINGTON — Before, the North
African - campaign American. mili-
tary leaders, looked with disdain on
“the post-war planners” who con-
cerned themselves with what: kind
of a world they wanted to have af-
ter the war. Now, however, these
military men themselves are very
much concerned with the problem
of how America is to control for-
eign countries. The future of Eu-
rope and Africa is a matter of mili-
tary expediency for them.

There are iwo schools of thought
in Washington, the “radical” and the
“moderate.”” The “moderates” believe
it will be possible to run European
~affairs after the war through a sys-
tem of “Franco” governments. This
group believes that Germany should
be disarmed but that she should be
permitted to be an active participant
in world economy. They assume that
an international army or interna-
tional police organized by the United
Nations, or more specifically -by. the
United States, could be depended on
to keep Germany in.check and to
prevent another.rise of German mil-
jtarism. The function of the inter-
national army;would also be to guar-
antee social “order.”

A '“Master Plam" . s
The “radicals” plan 1o .wipe -out
German industrialism. before "any
peace ferms are to be discussed. The
argument-here is that at the end of
the war Germany will be the: only
country in Europe with:its large-
scale industries left intact and that
this would place Germany in a doms=
jinant position as far as European
industrial economy is concerned.
The destruction of German industri-
alism would also have the purpose
of eliminating America’s most pow-
erful industrial competitor and leave
the United States in possession of
the industrial world monopoly.
They realize that the liquidation
of German industrialism would have
to be a post-war task rather than a

wartime affair. These strategists are

thinking in terms of a “master plan”
which provides for the complete de-
struction of Germany's main indus-
trial * areas by mass. air raids, air

- raids that will no longer be obstruct-

ed by a powerful defense system.
“In other words, as long as the Nazi

- military system holds together this
destruction of Germany’s industrial

areas remains nothing  more . than
wishful thinking. However, upon
the. collapse of the Nazi military sys-
tem it is possible to envision ‘how
American ajr fleets can bomb out en-
tire industrial districts without any
risk to themselves. .This “master
plan’ <will. be especially directed

against ‘those districts where the

workers -may have seized power and
started a proletarian revolution.

By. destroyuag vital. lndu:tns!-

areas in Germany, these strategists '
expect to kill two birds with one

- stofie: 'wipe out the center of pro-

. Ietarian revolution and also de-
stroy ,the basis for the growth of.
an industrial rival.

-~ Such ideas have to be taken sen-

ously. because’ théy represent the di-
réction of men who hold important
military positions. These concep-

~"{idhs accord wﬂh other prgparahons..

A Military ‘Master Plan’
For Counter-Revolution -'

being made for the suppression.of
revolutionary movements.

Rely on Air Power

Many weak govérnthénté ‘which
fear that they will not have popular
support after the war, cherish the
thought of having the world policed
through air power. They agree with
Sir Stafford Cripps, ex-leader of the
House of Commons, who said in a
recent broadcast:

“The power of air, which -daily
shows itself in growing strength,
provides an opportunity which never
before existed, to control world or-
der. An international air force
could reach the most remote cor-
ners of the world and could strike
at any who sought to break the
peace for théir own advantage.”

In other words, if a proletarian
revolution should break out and
disturb the existing “world order,”
then a message to a few airporis
would bring mass air raids that
could, within a few hours, destroy
centers of proletarian revolation.

The threat implied in Sir Stafford
Cripps' statement expresses the re-
alization that a revival of proletarian
class warfare will be the inevitable
outcome of this war. For that reason,
attempts are made now during the
war to organize the counter- revolu-
tion.

Darlan-Eisenhower

In connection with such ideas, it
is' important to note the character
of the actions in Africa, especially
the deal with Darlan. Quite obvi-
ously, General Eisenhower did not
deceive Darlan nor did Darlan de-
ceive Eisenhower. Rather they seem
to have made a pact whereby 'the
corrupt semi-fascist colonial admin-

istration of the French generals was

to be used to maintain civilian order
in Africa and is perhaps to be used
for other important purposes.

The French colonial army, like all
colonial armies, is composed-mainly
of mercenary types. They will prob-
ably be reorganized and re-equipped
and since most of them come from
diverse lands and are willing to fol-
low their superiors blindly, for mon-
ey, there is the danger that the.colo-
nial troops are being prepared. to be
sent ‘to France—not only for the

purpose of fighting the foreign in-
vader but also to be used against the

French people. It must be borne in
mind that these same truops at first
fought the Nazis, then overnight be-
came their allies ‘in fighting Amer-

* ican troops and then again shifted’

quickly to become the de:l!enders of
_ “democracy.”

What role 'will American troops
play if they enter Europe. Will they
bring freedom and liberty. to the
people? According to General Guil-
lion, who is in charge of training of
American- personnel for the oceupa-

 tion 6f7foreign: countries, “It is  the'~ -

duty of 'the occupying authorities,
~whether military or civilian, to pre-
serve so far as possible. the local in-
“stitutions, laws and customs of the
occupied region” (New York Herald
Tribune, November 17, w‘hmh is 'an-
other'way of saying that fascist legis-
lation and the “rulés and customs”
of fascist govérnments are to be the
guiding principle for the -occupying
c.m]ian a&’mmistraﬁon. .

" LABOR
Christmas' Eve dance in New York

e P Aﬂ‘dfks Labor Achoh,-‘
Issues Leaflet at Brewster '

on to. cite three instances where the
WLB granted ‘wage increasés. This
is their “proof” that if the workers
will ‘only behave themselves they
can have all their “just” grievances
taken care.of by the WLB.

We are at a loss to understand
how theése scoundrels, even such
craven and brazen scoundrels as
the Stalinists, can come before la-
bor with such an all-out defense

of the WLB. Every worker except

the dead or the dying knows that
the WLB is sialling and side-step-
ping, and that one of the ohief
sources of dissatisfaction in the
shops today arises from the ina-
bility of the unions to gef aciion
from the WLB. Furthermore,
every worker also knows that the
wage awards of the WLB are in-
adequate and that the no-strike
agreement ‘made by the frade un-
ion leadership is a millstone around
the neck of labor.

In the recent CIO convention, per-
haps one-half of the discussion re-
volved around the incompetence and
the stupidities of the WLB. And not
only this, but it was charged in the
convention that all of the adminis-
trative boards ‘in Washington are
dominated by the employers and
serve their interests. Despite this,
the Stalinists tell the Brewster
workers that if they are good the
WLB will be their friend. -

Théy yelp to Van Dusen about
“job evaluation.” But actually they
don‘t give a damn about job evalua-
tion. They have but one real inter-
est and that is to serve their master
in the Kremlin—whether that'means
sell-out treachery or "frame-ups
against militants.

As to LABOR ACTION and their
suggestion to the government that
the frame-up methods made famous
at the Moscow trials be used In the
United States, we will only say that
these butchers will not get away
with it. They won't get away with it
because the workers know the Sta-
linists and their history in the labor
movement. Labor is well acquainted
with Stalinist “patriotism.” We know
all about their union wrecking, thelr
political twisting and turning at the
command of Stalin, their frame-up
of militant workers and their boot-
licking whenever it serves the In-
terests of Stalin and the GPU.

They appeal to the law. We know
too what their law is. Stalinist “law”
is the law of the axe, the frame-up,
betrayal and murder. They will side
with the bosses and sell out the
workers, they will bow to &hy little

government board or any backwoods.
reactionary congressman -if ‘this is:
necessary to- advance the interests

of the Stalinist bureaucracy.

LABOR ACTION will continue
to exercise its right to discuss the
problems of the day with the
workers. We will discuss and ex-
plain to the best of our ability
every major question that comes
‘before the working class, We will
diséuss these questions from the
position: of the working class and
its - class interests. We will not'
support the bosses or defend their
interests. - We will leave the de-
fense of the bosses to the Stalin-
ists,, They are well equipped
through long practice to carry out
this asslgnment.

We do not believe that all the bay-
ing and shrieking of the Stalinists
about “sedition” and “fifth column”

will fool a single' worker or ‘deter
.him from reading LABOR ACTION.

Workers who réad our paper know
all about this Stalinist charge of “se-
dition.” And they know whether or
not LABOR ACTION argues proper-
1y and correctly for the rights of la-
bor in the United States.

LABOR . ACTION  is .pleased with
the reception that the paper has had
and we have a hunch that the Sta-
].mlsts are only worrled for fear that

LABOR ACTION will finally become |

an antidote to the poison carried in
the Daily Worker and Stalinist leaf-
lets.—D. C.

Gef Set fo_'r
Big Night
Xmas Eve!

Who said ““there ain't no Santa
Claus”? That assumption, dear read-
er, is correct. Technology has pushed

" the ‘bearded old geezer out of the

picture and 'the' Grand Bazaar at
ACTION'S - forthcoming

will prove that' Santa was a pious,
penny-pinching piker. e
Bric-a~brac, clothing, jewelry,
books, pictures, games, cosmetics,
stationery, phonograph records and
hardware are only a few of the items
thus far received and &lated to be
sold at the dance at below “cellar
prices.” More than one purchaser at
the recent fall frolic bazaar cast

backward ‘glances at the stalls, lest

someone revoke his “steal.” -
The
mark the culmination of intensive

efforts to make this, the last social

event 'of the year, an entertaining
evening for alL

Organized group danmng, always-

a delight for_ spectators’ as well as
participants, is also plapned. Music
will be provided by HHerald Felix
and his Seven Calypso Swingsters.

Watch this column next week for
!urther detaﬂs.

‘Christmas = Eve: ‘dance = will -~

Its Use Will Be
A Mighl'y'_ Weapon

By Henry Judd

3 . * 5 . . S . l,

“Food will be a mighty weapon and a power-
ful persuader in that crucial interval between war
and peéace when the future of the world will be -
decided.” (New York Times  editorial, Novem-
ber 28.) .

Herbert Hoover, former President and Woﬂd
War I food administrator, has written recently,
“agriculture must be envisioned as a munitions
industry and treated as such.” In-this statement
he echoes the now familiar slogan of the Roase-
velt New Dealers and government administrators:
“Food will win the war and write the peace”
How innocent and sweet-sounding are all' thess
statements, editorial remarks-and slogans issued -
by our leading spokesmen, as they spur on ‘the
American farmers to greater productive efforts. -

~Governor Herbert Lehman, leading figure in
the Democratic Party and a member of the “Sixty-
Family” Lehman Brothers—that filial organization
of big shot filnanciers, investment brokers, bankers
and finance-monopoly capitalists—has just been
appointed by FDR to take charge of the “rehabili=
tation of Europe and other war-devastated areas’”;
to supply the starving and war-weary masses of
the world with food, supplies, money to set their
industries and economic life in order again, ete. :

FOOD AS A MILITARY WEAPON

Food, and everything that it implies—the ab!!- _
ity to keep going, to live—is obviously a tremene
dous weapon in the hands of those who possess it.
Europe is starving right now; it is not necessary
to wait until the war is over to find hundreds of
thousands of men, women and children who are
starving, in addition to the tens of millions who
are undernourished and hungry. In the economie
chaos that will grip Europe with the downfall of
the Hifler regime, the upsurge of national and
revolutionary movements,— the devastating inva-
slon of the continent by the “democratic” forces,
the starving condition of Europe will be intensi-
fied. VYes, food, the RIGHT to eat, will become
(aiready has become) a dominant POLITICAL
question!

This is what the New York Times means when
it describes food as a “powerful persuader.” Do
you want to eat? To go on living? Then you had
better know which side your bread is buttered on!
Are you with us? Then here’s a slice of bread,
with a vitamin pill thrown in. Are you against
us? Then eat cakel 1

Administrator Lehman, too, understands the
use of food as a “persuader” and a weapon in the
imperialist war. That is why he spoke, in his first
statement upon acceptance of his mew post, abont
American troops probably remaining-in the coun-
tries they occupy (to keep law and order and hand

" out food to the deserving) for at least a year after

the war is over and won. That is why he, too,
emphssized the vast importance and significance
of the whole question of post-war supplying and
rehabilitation., 2

FDOD TO NOURISH REACTION

Although it is ¢lear that the yole of food nnﬂ
rehabilitation in World War II will be far more
important than it was in the last . war, America
has already had one experience in which food was
utilized to help bolster up reactionary and impee
rialist causes. Last time it was supervised by Her=
bert Hoover; this time it will be Herbert Lehman,
with more authority and more important missions
to perform. Hoover used American food o back
up every reactionary clique and ecounter-revolu-
tionary regime that attempted to seize power in
the Central European and Balkan states during the
revolutionary upheavals of ‘Europe after the 1811‘
Russian Revolution.

The individuals are changed, but their goals are
the same. Yes, America’s rulers will hand out
food and supplies to those who give it full support -
and are willing to set up reactionary European
governments—the de Gaulles, the Prince Ottos of

Hapsburg, the Count Sforzas of Italy, the Darlans. =

of France, the, Queen Wilhelminas of Holland, the'
Mikhailovitches of imperialist Yugoslavia, ete..
They will get food to stabilize their rule and pro-
vide a support for their reactionary governments,
the better to do the bidding of Anglo-American .

imperialism. They will get food as a part of the

deal between FDR and the reactionary monarchs
ists, royalists, semi-fascists and diverse. reaction..
aries who constitute. the so-called "governments-
in-exile.”

But suppose the oppressed nationalities, ﬂn
workers and peasants of the European countries, .
refuse . to: accept FDR's Gauleiters? Suppose, as
we strongly suspect and hope, they ignore the de
Gaulles and King Peters and establish THEIR
OWN workers’, socialist, democratic rule, ousting
the capitalists responsible for the war? Will they
get food  and reconstruction supplies IN TI-IA’;.‘
CASE? Or will they rheet with the.same !
and opposition that the Russian people did in’ 1917,
when they overthrew -the Czar and established
their workers’ and peasants’ government?

If it is up to FDR, Lehman and their fellow
imperialists, the answer is obvious. Food onlx to
those who support us; no food to revolutionsw
workers or revolutionary movements. The crite-
ria? Capitalism and its private property! o

FOOD AS A WORKERS’ WEAPON | ;
FDR uses food as an imperialist weapon; $o--
cialists use it' as a revolutionary, working class
weapon in the struggle for peace and an end to
the war. This: is why American- workers must
prepare to fight for the ‘right of ALL Europeau e
workers, poor people and peasants, to be :(ed,
without amy pelitical strings attached. A work-
ers’ government in America would have as one
of .its major objectives the helping of ALL its
brothers in Europe; starving victims of a capital-
ist war they never wanted in the first place.
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