Post-War Full Enployment --FDR’s Plan'Vs. Workers Party Plan

By SAM ADAMS

The budget message delivered two weeks ago
by President Roosevelt is the kind of report made
/ i ’ to Congress which most people pay litile attention

There are several important aspects to the mes-
sage. Since the U. 8. entered in the war in 1941,
$288,800,000,000 has been spent on the war alone,
resulting in the highest taxes ever paid by the

ago that the business inferesis raised a terrible
howl about government expenditures for relief
and WPA projects which Roosevelt demanded in
fear of the terrible consequences that would ensue

) Five Years of War Costs to

U. 8. Government, 1941 to
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to, in the belief that it is one aspect of govern- American worker, and a declining standard of liv- if half the population were allowed to starve. e
1945 ment which does mot really interest or affect them ing in the midst of a period when everyone is Big business, the monopolists of the country, ﬂ
$288,800,000, 000, Workers Party Proposal for much. But the contrary is true. working. ' the reactionary senators and representatives and ﬁ
Pive-Y - : The budget message sets out the moneys the This means the U. S. has spent $72,200,000,000 a the yellow press screamed away at relief and WPA
e-Year Program of Pub- government plans to spend in the following year, year. This is more than $515 for every man, woman . projects because they would eat away at their s
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to Help Assure 60 million some of the important aims of the Administration. tion at the rate of more than $199,013,000 per day, pitiful a figure was used for relief in contrast to A
3 Jobs and Plenty for All The budget message, like others delivered by or more than $8,292,000 per hour. the war billions—only $14,591,159,000! '-‘?.
M“"“"‘_ : g Roosevelt, is a war message, for its main pre- Despite these huge sums, and a rising govern- The reason why big business says little or noth- j
$250,000,000,000. occupation is with financing the war. Many people ment debt of over $200 billions, for which the fu- ing about the giant war expenditures is because 5
know that the cost runs into hundreds of billions ture generation will pay by sweat and toil, big. many of these expenditures go in to make up the g
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upon depressing the living standards of the people.

B e

haven't been squawking very much.
This is interesting because it wasn't very long

ness. Despite all their moaning, they know this
to be the fact. (Continued on page 2)
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UAW Leadership

fo Leave

In a sharply worded resolution for-
warded to CIO President Philip Mur-
ray and President Roosevelt, the ex-
ecutive board of the United Automo-
bile- Workers at its recent meeting in
New Orleans called upon the CIO to
pull out of the War Labor Board.

The resolution, printed in the latest
jssue of the “United Automobile
Worker, declares that “long and cost-
proceedings before the WLB to; which
labor has patiently been a party must
now be deemed time-wasting, mean-
lng!es;; ri‘gmarole 24

A RAP AT FD _

Voicing the sentiments of thou—_
sands of workers who have long
known the anti-labor character of
the. WLB, the resolution states fur-
ther: “To what purpose shall labor
present its cases to the board when
the board has no authority to act?”
This is a reference to the recent de-

Call Upon CIO

WLB

The UAW executive board’s reso-
lution reflects the open revolt against
the WLB's intolerable stalling tactics
and its pro-corporation stand in eru-
cial tests on the part of the union's
vast rank and file. Here the growing
influence of the Rank and File Cau-
cus in its gallant fight for the aboli-
tion of the no-strike pledge may be
seen quite markedly.

The top leadership of the umon,
facing increasing evidence of ‘insub-
ordination” and non-observance of its
belly - crawling, union -busting poli-
_cies, is reacting to this pressure in
“the most ‘direct fashion. The militant
atmosphere in the ranks has become
so hot in recent months that this lat-
est decision to get off the WLB might
well be interpreted as an effort to
stem the mounting avalanche against
the no strike pledge. The timing of
the resolution is more than acciden-
tal.

weeks ago.

Zupan.

Rutland St., Detroit 10, Michigan.

UAW Rank and File Issue Paper

We have just received the RANK AND FILER, published by the
National UAW-CIO Rank and File Steering Committee, It is the group
which is leading the fight against the no-strike pledge in the referendum
currently taken in the auto workers union,

This is the first issue, but it gives promise of {urning into a lively,
fighting spokesman for the militant unionists in the UAW. The number
contains an attack on the labor draft, an article on the backers of the
no-strike pledge, a reprint of the excellent leaflet calling for repeal of
the no-strike pledge issued by the Rank and File Commitiee some

It features the Rank and File Program of progressive unionism,
and is edited by a committee of Art Hughes, Larry Yost and Johnny

: As a rank and file paper, it calls upon all progressive unionists to
support it financially. We' think there is no bettér cause for a unionist
than to support this paper. Their address is: The Rank and Fller, 8127

cision in the Montgomery Ward case
in which the decisions of the board
were held to be merely “advisory.”

Concluding with an undisguised,
firm rap at President Roosevelt (the
first by a leading CIO union in many
years) the resolution declares that
the President “cannot escape fully
responsibility for the present inaction
and indecision” of the WLB, calling
upon him to ditch the old board and
create a new one with clearly defined
authority.

In view of President Roosevelt’s
established determination to make
his fourth term his most openly re-
actionary of all, on both the inter-
national and domestic fronts, it is
difficult to ascertain precisely what-
kind of new board the UAW execu-
tive board expects FDR fo create.
Since the functioning of any govern-
mental agency based on the principle
of compulsory arbitration and the
prevention of real collective bargain-
ing depends on the general economic

policies of the government, it is evi-
dent that a new board can be noth-
ing but a duplicate of the old.

Can the UAW possibly be for the
creation of a board whieh will main
tain the infamous Little Steel for-
mula? Or one that will continue to
follow Stabilization Director Vinsons
(FDR’s) ban on “fringe” adjust-
ments such as the guaranteed annual
income, severance pay, rectification
of inequalities in wage rates for
equal work and bonuses for night
shift workers? The issues are funda-

mental and the creation of a new
War Labor Board will only extend
the gross injustices visited upon the
tragde unions with the Roosevelt war-

tmle administration.

A more propitious moment would
have ‘beén immediately after the
WLB and the President shelved the
joint report of the CIO and AFL on
the real rise in the cost of living
since "1941. But the UAW and the
national CIO submerged the vital,
immediate interests of all their mem-
bers to help the fourth term cam-
paign of President Roosevelt. They
wrote out a blank check for the
President (although Philip Murray
‘staked his life” on reévision of the
wage freeze) and concealed from
their members the true anti-labor
character of the Roosevelt policy and
platform.

Now the UAW has clearly told the
President to “deliver the goods” or it
will summon labor to destroy part of
the structure of the Administration’s
“labor policy of home-front unity.”
Even the dullest trade union official
is now aware that this policy has all
but wrecked the trade union move-
ment<—in addition to setting ominous
precedents against collective bargain-
ing in the post war period.

- FORWARD TO END “PLEDGE”

Better later than never, however.
Having seen this much light, the
UAW and the CIO should open their
eyes a little wider and resolve to get
off the WLB—AND STAY OFF. 1t is
the responsibility of the rank and file
of the UAW and the CIO to make
this stick. Abolition of the no-strike
pledge would give them the power
necessary to enforce their demands.

Imagine the future of the trade
unions when and if the rank and file
“counts ten’ over the prostrate bodies
of the WLB and the no-strike pledge!

(Continued on page 2)

The Big

With hundreds of Russian divisions
pounding toward Berlin in the East
and a new American and British of-
fensive steadily building up in the
West, the doom of German arms is
being sealed. For that very reason,
the meeting of the Big Three, of
Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill, as-
sumes enormous importance for the

OUT FOR THE “OPEN DOOR”

peoples of the whole world, and most
directly for the peoples of Europe.

Long before this meeting was
scheduled, political relations between
the powerful Allies were deteriorat-
ing. As their military fortunes im-
proved as their armies advanced in-
to .one country after another, the
really important questions of impéri-
alist domination of the Continent be-
came immediate. .

The Atlantic Charter, to which
Great Britain,*the United States. and
Russia subscribed, was a dead letter
from the very beginning because
none of the powers really meant to do
what the Charter announced: grant

real freedom to the peoples of the.

world and their right to national in-
dependence.

The acute question which divides
the Big Three is, who i§ going. to
dominate Europe. Stalin already has
a head start. He long ago incorporat-
ed the Baltic States into Russia. He
dominates the Balkans, Poland and
most of Eastern Europe. And now he
is prepared to set up a puppet gov-

Hard Peace Means It’s Hard on Workers

By WALTER WEISS

On February 2 a New York Times
correspondent reported from London
that a “hard peace” is to be imposed
on Germany.

A plan. drawn up by Allied ex-
perts: would  not quite reduce Ger-
many 1o a mere nation of farmers
and cattle-herders. Yet it would strip
her bof key industries and transport
services to a far greater degree than
had generally been expected in re-
cent months. For years to come, Ger-
mang are to be kept on a standard
of living lower than that of the neigh-
boring nations whom they plundered.

In strange contrast to this tough
report’ have been complaints from
prominent members of the Allied
Wat Crimes Commission that their
governments, both British and Amer-
lcan; were sabotaging plans to try
imporiant Nazi war eriminals. The
governments, of course, have issued
denfals, insisting that only the meth-

Three Meet to
Declde Who Gets What

ernment in Germany through his
Free German Committee under the
Junkers and Communists.

Churchill wants a balance of power
in Europe. He cannot get it except by
agreement with Stalin because Eng-
land does not have the power to en-
force such a plan.

The United States wants an open
door in Europe certain that with her
economic might she can hold sway
over the Continent. That is why
Roosevelt has been!publicly non-com-
mital about so many of the events
which have taken place in recent
weeks, Italy, Belgium, Poland and
Greece. 3 :

Those who believe that Roosevelt
‘has- o=~ foreign - policy~are-talking
through their hats. American foreign
policy opposes any domination of the
Continent. either singly or jointly by
England: or Russia. This is a major
and crucial issue at their meeting.

On Germany, it is apparent they
have some agreement. The details are

OUT FOR ALL HE CAN GRAB

lacking, but one thing is certain, they
will destroy the German nation, not
by desiroying the German capitalist
ruling class, but by enslaving - the
German workers.

While their differences are sharp,
they have one.area of agreement: the
U. S.,.England and Russia are agreed
on' suppressing ‘any rebellion of the

WANTS HIS CUT, TOO

European peoples which would aim
to overthrow the existing ruling
classes responsible for all their mis-
ery and the war. Thus, the Big Three
will emerge as the chief counter-rev-
olutionary force in Europe.for retain-
ing reaction in power.

L

1943,

the Railroad Brotherhoods,

No Little Steel Formula for Big Business!

In order to get its wage increase, big business didn't have to wait
for someone to thaw out a frozen Little Steel formula. According to the
latest report of the Securities and Exchange Commission, sixteen
groups of industries making war goods increased their 1943 profits ten
per cent over 1942. And that was after they had paid their taxes.

The Wall Street Journal reports that this year big oil companies
will have small proﬁt records, showing only an 18 per cent increase over

We have heard a lot of talk about how industrialists are ”working
for virtually nothing” during these days of war. It simply isn't true.
They are making the biggest profits in their history. In addition, our
tax laws have been so arranged that if their profits fall off after the
war, they may call on the Public Treasury for réfunds totaling between
$22,000/000,000 and $28,000,000,000.—From Labor, official publication of

N WITH THE FIGHT AGAINST MAY BIL

The drive of President Roosevelt, the War and Navy Depart-
ments and the Administration to enslave American labor for pri- . '
vate profits galned headway with the passage of the May-Bailey

“work or jail” bill in the House. To assure these forces control '
over this reactionary, totalitarian measure, the House voted to i
place manpower in the hands of Selective Service.

Behind this latter action was a considerable amount of skull-
duggery and double-deqling engaged in by the War and Navy
Departments which had already agreed with the Senate Military
Affairs Committee that control over manpower be lodged in

some civilian body.

The Senate Military Affairs Committee, which is now holding
secret hearings in preparation for the adoption of the House
labor draft act, made public the fact that the War and Navy
Departments had done a “double-cross job” on them. According
to Sentor Johnson of Colorado, the Army and Navy first agreed
‘to civilian control over manpower and then behind the scenes
worked to turn such control over to the military.

CRDC Welcbm.e;s
Minneapolis
Defendants

The Minneapolis defendants, mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers Party
and Local 544 Teamsters union, in-
dicted under the Smith *“gag” act,
were officially welcomed home from
their prison terms on February 2,
Hotel Dipl(’}mf.tt, New York City.

Albert Goldman, lawyer-defendant
and National Chairman of the Social-
ist Workers Party; Felix Morrow,
editor of the Fourth International
and author of works on Spain; and
Farrell Dobbs, editor of The Militant,
were the principal speakers.

James T. Farrell, noted novelist,
also spoke. In the name of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, sponsor
of the meeting, he called for an ex-
panded committee.

(Full story next week.)
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BEHIND THE JONES-
WALLACE FIGHT

By MAX SHACHTMAN
Nat'l Sec., Workers Party

- * v 4

ods of bringing the guilly to justice
were in dispute.

On the surface, the contrast may
seem strange. Actually, it is neither
strange nor is it new.

BOOSTING COLLABORATION

In “liberated” countries, the Allies
have for many months been prevent-
ing the punishment of collaboration-
ists, of those who worked hand-in-
glove with the Nazis against the un-
derground forces. This is so well
known that by now it is hardly nec-
essary to mention cases.

Did not the American government
put pressure on de Gaulle to spare

notorious French collaborationists?

Roosevelt and the State Department
had hoped to establish these very
people as the direct rulers of France.

Did not Churchill and the British
government insist that little King
Victor Emanuel and, later, his big
son Humbert remain in power? Are

they willing to listen to the demands
of the Ethiopians, who wish to try
Marshal Badoglio for his well known
war crimes?

Did not Marshal Stalin rush to be
the first to recognize Marshal Bado-
glio’s government, when' the latter
was Premier of Italy? Does not Sta-
lin, through his French Communist
Party, back the policy of his ally de
Gaulle for a slowing up of the purge
of collaborationists? The French tools
of Butcher Stalin, having turned
about-face at the command of their
master, now fear that the purge is
“proving occasionally contrary to the
spirit of justice of our people” (New
York Times, February 3).

We pass over evenis in Greece,
Belgium, Poland, Hungary, Romania
and Bulgaria.

And in Germany itself?

The New York newspaper PM in a
London dispatch dated January 30
reported that of three hundred city

officials in Aachen, ﬁfl.y-seven were
registered Nazis, while in Stolberg
eighty-five-out of eighty-seven were
Nazi Party members. As in Italy, the
Allied Military Government (Amer-
ican) explained that there were no
competent substitutes.

The big-shot industrialists com-
monly did not join the party. They
told their underlings to join, while
they- furnished the financial backing.
This too is well known. The  present
Lord Mayor of Aachen, according to
PM's report, is Herr Oppenhoff, who
was director of a plant which made
parts used in the construction of V-1
and V-2 weapons.

The Russians report proudly (AP
dispatch of January 31 from Moscow)
that their troops pass by in haughty
silence poor German farmers who try
to be friendly. Yet Stalin has not
been too proud to woo, for his Free
Germany Committee, captured Ger-
man generals—the big land-owning

. This directive was accompanied by a\

This struggle in the Senate,
House, War and Navy Depart-
ments, and. President Roose- . ;
velt’'s Administyation;= Hows , 4
ever, is a fam:ly quarrel over = =
how best to institute a -Nation- i
al Service Act, and not to pre-
vent a draft of labor for pri-

vate profits. It cannot, then, =
have much importance for American
labor, because the main problem and _
obstacle to overcome is the National 2
Service Act itself. This means the 2
entire labor mq,vement must be mo-

bilized in a gigantic campaign to de- i
feat the efforts of “labor’s friend” in i
the White House to enslave Amer- 3 2
ica’s workers.

LABOR MOBILIZES -

The CIO and AFL are now prepar- ..'J
ing their forces for this drive. The
AFL Executive Council, meeting in
Florida, is organizing a nation-wide
campaign of its affiliated unions to, Sl
defeat the “work or jail” bill in the: 2
Senate.

AFL President William Green has 4
wired officers of 108 international =~ = &
unions, 1,000 central bodies and state! :
councils to join in this campaign.

sharp attack on efforts made by the:
Adrinistration to carry through its
totalitarian aims.

CP FOR DRAFT

The CIO is also organizing its own
campaign, but with less vigor. The
weakness of the CIO fight against
national service is due, however, to
the: fact that the Communists and
their fellow travelers are hampering
the fight.

The Communist Party supports the
iabor draft. Its representatives and

(Continued on page 2)

c!ass; who are the very embudiment
of the Prussian spirit. One of them,
the evil Marshal von Paulus, com-
mander at Stalingrad, refused to join
up until the July attempt on Hifler's
life but finally yielded to Marshal
Stalin’s patient understanding.

Some people see, or say that they
see, in all these facts nothing moré
serious than mistakes of judgment.
Or, in the case of Roosevelt, bad ad-
vice from his subordinates. Or, in
the case of Churchill, a split person-
ality. Or, in the case of Stalin, ]ust
some tricks by which he is faolmg
all of us. :

These lame explanations have been
exploded time and again in LABOR
ACTION.

The true explanation has been ad-
mitted, sometimes more openly and
sometimes less openly, by the Big
Three themselves. They are deter-.
mined, above all, to prevent social

(Continued on page 4)
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By David Coolidge

MASS ACTION:

LABOR NOTES WRITTEN ON
e A CROSS-COUNTRY TOUR

All-Round Jim Crow

A Negro civilian and a white sol-

‘dier went into a Negro restaurant in

Denver to eat. The proprietor of the
restaurant ‘consulted  some Negro

- MP’s present and then came to the

table to ask the white soldier if he
was. a_ white man. On receiving an
affirmative reply the proprietor said:
“I can’t esrve you in here, It's Army
orders. White soldiers can’t eat in
‘restaurants in this neighborhood and
Negro soldiers are not to be served in
restaurants downtown.”

The white soldier sat it out hun-
gry while the Negro civilian finished
shis ;meal which he had already been
served.

. The MP's said that these were their
‘orders from the commanding officer
the camp. The only exception to that
.xule is that the white MP's in this
area may eat in Negro restaurants.
1 did not learn whether or not Negro
MP’s may eat in downtown -restau-
rants. The excuse given for this par-
ticularly obnoxious Jim Crow prac-
tice by the Army bureaucrats is that
there have been fights between Ne-
gro and white soldlers in publie
places.

This, of. course, is ;only: one small
pari of the general practice of Jim
Cnow in the Army and Navy. Of
course it would not occur to Roose-
velt, [Congress, .the Army and Navy
#hat the best way to stop white and
Negro soldiers from fighting each
other when they meet is to get rid
of Jim Crow. If Negro and white
soldiers and sailors are in the same
.organization, eating together, sleep-
ing together, working together and
playing together in camp, they will
not fight each other when they meet
in cities outside the camps.

If the government -stops heaping
insult and degradation on Negroes in
the armed forces, then there will be
less tendency for white and Negro
soldiers to fight among themselves

Negotiating Merry-Go-Round or

when they meet. It is the Jim Crow
Roosevelt government which is sole-
ly responsible for this situation. .

A Cop Negotiator

While I was in Chicago there was
a .strike of 500 .machinists at the
plant of the Goss Printing Press Co.
The company charged that the men
struck because ten women had been
hired to perform an operation which
the strikers claimed should be men's
jobs. The union officials say that the
strike was not called against the
women because of their sex but.be-
cause the company was paying the
women below the top scale for the
work. The women were paid $1.25 an
hour for work which was below the
rate paid men for the same work.

What interested me about this
strike was the fact that Capt. George
Burns, head of the “police labor de-
tail,” sat in on the negotiations along
with a federal labor conciliator. It
wasn't reported just what this cop
was there for. I support he was rep-
resenting “law and order” or the
“public.” <Chicago has an interna-
tional reputation for “law and order.”

The press did record that Capt.
Burns did submit a plan for settle-
ment of the. strike. He suggested
‘that the women be kept but that they
be_given jobs. outside of those units
claimed by ‘the men:. The captain
perhaps feels. that women should
confine their machinist activities to
the family washing machine. -

There was a time when workers
understood that the place for a cop
during a labor dispute was pounding
the pavement and not in thé nego-
tiations going Jon between the umnion
and the company. That is, if he could
find nothing more lucrative, such as
collecting graft from dives or shak-
ing down gangsters.

@

Denver and Wallace
I have just read in Denver's Rocky
Mountain News that the Wallace sup-

porters have switched their tactics.
They will support the George amend-
ment and submit to the demand of
the “foes” of Wallace that the RFC
be divorced from the Commerce De-
partment. ’

Wallace says new and small busi-
nesses. are. “the lifeblood of free en-
terprise.” His opponents say that
Wallace wants to use the Commerce
Department to introduce socialism
into the United States.

This would certainly be an easy
way to get socialism. It might be
called socialism without tears. Tt
might even appeal to Norman Thom-
as and get his full support. Presum-
ably Philip Murray, Hillman and the
other CIO Wallace devotees would
be for the socialism which Wallace
would cause to sprout in the Depart-
ment of Commerce. This probably
has something to do with the deci-
sion of the friends of Wallace to
agree to take the RFC out of the
department. If they can only get Wal-
lace confirmed this will be proof that
God’s in ‘His heaven and all's. right
with the world. The 60,000,000 jobs
will be guaranteed, The war will end
sooner and eternal peace will reign
throughout the earth. Price rises will
be eurbed. The Little Steel formula
will ;go into Henry's: Commerce waste
basket. The Smith- Connally Act will

_be revoked and the National Service

Act will be defeated.

Wallace is the key to the situation
today since Roosevelt has already
been elected. That was what Roose-
velt had in mind when he refrained
from supporting Wallace for Vice-
President. He was holding him for
the Commerce Department post, the
60,000,000 jobs, little business and
1948. .

Labor should understand these
things before it is too late. First
thing we know, Wallace will get mad
and go back to his Iowa pigs and
corn. There where will the labor
movement be?

- Why Unionists Get Gray

By R. HAR,RIS

Have any of you kind readers had
the opportunity of sitting in on war-
time contract negotiations? No? Then
perhaps this little story of a more or
less typical negotiation will entertain
you,

After the confract committee has"

i{irained its gray matter of all good
ideas to incorporate into the new
contract and the coniract has been
approved by the membership, the
negotiating committee is selected. The
committee then arranges for the first
meeting with the company officials.

‘On the night of the meeting, the
committeer members file .into the
company offices and are met with
open-armed hospitality by the pres-
ident' and the company and his
'stooges. The president then proceeds
to make some pleasant remarks con-
cerning the weather and other odds-
and-ends. The field representative,
who is the chairman of the commit-
tee, replies in a similar vein.

The field representative then says

something to this effect: “I'm sure,
Mr. Blank (the company president)
that 'we will get along well this year.
I know that you want o be fair with
your employees and we want {o be
fair with you. As you know, the un-
don has given a no-strike pledge to
our.-Commander-in-Chief and we in-
tend to keep it.”
.Mr. Blank smiles sweetly as he
‘pasges cigars to the committee and
says: “Yes, Mike (the representative)
I'm sure that we will get along very
well, Also I want fo congratulate you
on your strict adherence on the no-
strike pledge. It has kept production
(spelled: p-r-o-f-i-t-s) flowing and
has done ‘wonders for our (Blank’s)
war -effort.”

After the above pleasantries (which
generally take about forty-five min-

-utes) the union and the company get

down to business.

POWN TO BUSINESS

The ‘union proceeds to read its de-
mands to the company. The company
officials sit back silently and occa-
sionally a little smirk will brighten

_tions like:

their otherwise dull faces; especially
when something funny like a wage
increase is being requested.

When the union finishes reading
the proposed contract, the company
officials ask a few intelligent ques-
*Where are we going to
get the money?” or “Don't you think
severance pay is unfair?” After the
above questions are put, the company
says: “We must have some time to
study these demands.' (They have
known what the demands were for
weeks.) The meeting then breaks up
and a date is set for the next one.

At the next meeting the company
presents a counter-proposal, which is
last year's contract—only worse. The
union then tells the .company that
this proposal will be presented at a
special meeting .of the local for a
vote. At the:special meeting, the rank
and file vote unanimously against the
counter-proposal of the company.

The negotiating :committee informs
the company of the vote at the next
meeting and pleads with the -com-
pany to bargain. The company re-
fuses to bundge. The case is then sent
to the National War Labor Board. At
this point about a month has been
consumed. The old contract has been
extended and the rank and file are
very unhappy. :

Here is where the union does its
damnedest to acquire the patience of
Job. The WLB has the case and ev-
erybody knows what that means. It
means at this point one thing: delay,
delay, .and more delay. Later in the
story we will see that it means an-
other thing and that is: no favorable
settlement for the union,

After about eight, ten .or twelve

months the contract comes back from -

the board with some half-heated rec-
ommendations, most of which call
for  renewed bargaining with the
company.

MORE MEETINGS

The union arranges for another
meeting with the company. At this

meeting it is obvious to a careful ob-"-

server that time has taken its toll.
There are a few more gray hairs in

the assembled group. The lines in the
faces of the participants have deep-
ened and there are creaking bones
where there were none before.

Mr. Blank addresses Mike: “Mike,
you have seen the ruling of the
board and I have seen it. Now I'm
eonvinced that the board doesn’t
want us to make any of the changes
you are pequesting. The board wants
things to remain very much as they
have in the past.” Mike is forced to
agree.

A meeting is then called for the
rank and file to vote on the “‘new”
contract. The membership hears the
contract read and finds -that it isn't
“new” at all. Those who are listening
closely may detect a few changes but
the changes are always minor—very
minor.

After the contract has been read,
some rank and filer takes the floor
and says: “We .oughta strike.” Imme-
diately ‘there is a hubbub from the
floor. Others take up ‘the cry: “We
oughta strike.” Mike. then rises to
his feet and says: “Men, your union
has given a mo-strike pledge to our
Commander-in-Chief. Our union and
our boys are depending on us to
‘keep that pledge.” Mike says much
more. He begs, pleads and sobs. His
voice runs up .and down the scale,
He sings the mournful song of sur-
render to the big bosses and their
war effort. In the end he sits back
exhausted; ‘having given his all to
break a budding strike.

The vote is then taken. The men
agree to accept the “new” .contract,
for they too are exhausted by all this
waiting.

The lesson to be learned from this
little story is two-fold. First, take
back the no-strike pledge so that you
have a weapon; a weapon that will
force the big bosses to “give”! Sec-
ond, withdraw union representatives
from the War Labor Board, so that
they “will be stopped from taking
part in the farce of “settling labor dis
putes” which is being enacted daily
in Washington!

PHILADELPHIA MEETING
Lenin, Liebknecht, Luiembérg
Memorial Meeting

_ *
Sponsored by Young Labor League
¢
Time—8:15 P. M.
Date—Sunday, February 18
Place—1105 Walnut Street
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[NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

‘Cleveland Union
Needs Own local

By STANLEY PAXON

CLEVELAND—At the last member-
ship meeting of -Cletrac employees of
the International Association of Ma-
chinists it was voted to have their
own local in the shop. Cletrac em-
ployees have always belonged to Lo-
cals 233 and 439 of the IAM and a
few workers are members of - the
Federal Labor Union.

NON-ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS

Loeal 233, to which the majority of
Cletrac workers belong, is an amal-
gamated local, with more than 6,000
workers, representing eighteen or
nineteen  different shops. These
shops are located in all parts of the
city, some being on the west side
and some far out on the east side.
Some -of the shops are as far as nine
or ten miles from the downtown
union office, where the union's meet-
ings are held.

The two largest shops, Parker Ap-
pliance and Cleveland Tractor, are
this distance from the munion office,
making it well-nigh impossible for
the. great majority of the members
to attend the bi-monthly meetings.
This is especially true now that there
is gas rationing and workers are mot
allowed gas to drive to union meet-
ings. This is also one of the reasons
why the regular monthly meetings
of Local 233 are so poorly attended.
(Usually less than one per ceni of
the membership attended and all too
often not even a quorum of twenty
appear so that a meeting can be
held.)

The second reason why so few at-
tend the meetings of the local is that
shop problems cannot be taken up
at the meetings! The reason given is
that a shop problem at Cletrac or
Parker Appliance does not concern
the other shops in the local. The rea-
soning has some truth in it. But why
bother to have local meetings if shop
problems cannot be taken up? The
present local meetings serve one

purpose pr;marily, i.e., to pass the
bills, mainly ‘those of the officers’
salaries and office expenses. A waste
of time to attend such meetings, es-
pecially if you have to travel nine
or ten miles to get there.

NO DEMOCERACY

Another glaring fault in Local 233
is' the wviciously undemocratic man-
ner in ‘which the vote was taken at
the time of the annual election of of-
ficers. About a year ago the IAM took
a' vote on, whether the members
wanted to stay in the AFL. The vote
was taken in the shop, where every
member had a chance to vote. The
IAM bureaucrats can be very demo-
cratic when they need the support
of the members. (Although the wvote
was overwhelmingly in favor of
dropping out of the AFL, we are
still in. The vote served but one pur-
pose—to give the IAM bureaucrats a
club in their jurisdictional dispute
with the Carpenters Union.)

But try and have the wvote taken
in the shops when local officers are
elected! . Oh, no, broiher. Came on
downtown if you want to wote then.
Local officers .are very secure: when
the wvote is taken downtown. Maybe
not so safe and secure if all the mem-
bers have a chance to vote. And none
knows it better than Matt DeMore,
Joe Reddish & Co.

All these faults could be corrected
with a ldécal of our own. And not
only could they be corrected but ad-
ditional advantages would result.

1. With a hall and office near the

_shops, more members could attend

regular and special meetings.

2. We would have our own finances
and treasury. (At present we are
helpless from a financial standpoint,
having to depend on the generosity of
Local 233 for every dollar we get,
and that’s not much.)

3. To have our own local would be
a tremendous step forward in ridding
ourselves of the uiferly conservative
leadership of Local 233.

UAW against WLB--

(Continued from page 1)

Genuine collective bargaining at last.
The  full power of the organized
‘working class‘finally brought to bear
‘against. the .corporation chiselers and
the: ‘free enterprise” pirates!. Great
labor victories such as those won in
auto and steel in the pre-war years!
No more WLB run-arounds and Roo-
sevell wage freezes!

As Walter ‘P. Reuther, vice-presi-
dent and GM director of the UAW,
put it in August, 1944:

“Every time we have a dispute, a
dispute which before ‘the war could
have been seitled in 'a few minutes
or a few hours, the corporation sits
back and says: ‘Take it to the WLB.
We tell them thait recourse to the
WLB would mean long delays. They
reply: “That’s too bad, The WLB is
a New Deal agency, it’s your agen-
cy!”

Every word correct except the last
three. The WLB never was labor's
agency. The labor leaders who sat
on its panels and gave it aid and
comfort for three years are the mis
representatives and misleaders of la-
bors. The corporation lawyers and
{impartial” public members who
dominated it in the interests of the
employers were aptly called ‘zom-
bies” by John L. Lewis.

The UAW resolution is only the
first blow in the battle. Let every
union in the country fellow suit. La-
bor would like nothing better than
to roll up its sleeves and face the
arrogant corporation profiteers in an
equal fight. Labor has a few scores
to setfle—and it can. settle them in
record time if it throws off the shac-
kles placed upon it by a pro-corpora-
tion government and boss - minded
trade union officials.

" Yes, We Know!

In defending the international
trade union “unity” conference in
London, Jack Tanner, president of
the British Amalgamat-
ed « Engineering Umon
Sald

‘““The AFL
says that the
Russian unions
are not free.
'ﬂ‘\ But the truth
=+ is that the
function of Russian unions differs
from that of unions in Britain and
America. They are organized as
producers, not as wage slaves.”,

Hear:

V.

‘Sunday, February 18

8:15 p.m.

Local New York, Workers Party, presents

the first of a series of

SUNDAY NIGHT FORUMS

RECONVERSION--FULL EMPLOYMENT
OR POST-WAR DEPRESSION?

Programs for Reconvérsion and the Post-War Prospects of
American Labor—The Real Significance of the Wallace-

Jones Dispute—A Real Program for Full Employment

JENSEN

Contribufor to Labor Action

Council Room, Irving Plaza

15th St. and Irving Plaze

‘ Hard |

(Continued from page 1)

revolutions. They fear that the work-
ers may get control of the European
governments and prevent: the sub-
stitution of Allied imperialism for
Hitler's. They stand in terror of the
possibility that revolutionary ideas
may spread and topple their own ré-
gimes at home,

The forces that they fear Stalm
calls Trotskyism. Churchill, who has
been warning of great ‘dangers to
world capitalism and to the British
Empire in almost every :speech: for
years, rails constantly against Trot-
skyist communism. Both he (in talk-
ing about Greece) and his ex-envoy
deseribe Trotskyism (that is, work-
ers’ government) as an evil even
worse than Hitlerism. 'American
spokesmen, such as Cordell Hull,
have more commonly warned of. “dis-
order” and “anarchy,” but they mean
the same thing. :

The workers of Europe .do.not want
to return to the pre-war situation.
They feel that they, certainly not the
collaborating capitalists, can bring
democtracy, peace and security. This
description of the.aspirations of Eu-
rope's masses is commonly - admitted
by .reporters for the American capi-
talist press. F

‘To thwart ‘the realization of these
aspirations of the people, the .Big
Three protect and bolster up the «cap-
italists and the old-time politicians
and their Stalinist allies in the work-
ing class—by every means, not least
of all by the force of arms.

REAL CRIMINALS FREE

This does not mean that there have
been no trials and convictions .of
“war criminals” at all. There will be
more. But, so far as the Big Three

can accomplish it, the capitalists and’

big landlords behind the Nazis and
Fascists will escape.and will continue
to be the rulers, althought subject
to the directions of one or another
.of the great Allies.

For Hitler's gang and Mussolini's
gang and in particular for their pow-

eac o

erful backers, the “hard‘ peace,”
which they fully deserve, 'will not
come except through working class
revolutlons )

But would such revolutlons spare
the imperialist war criminals, who
were Hitler's “enemies”? Would they
spare men who could honestly say
about Hitler:

“If our country were defeated.
hope we should find a champion as
indomitable to restore our' courage
and lead us back to our place among
the nations.” (Churchill, November
17, 1931.)

Would they spare those who said
of the fascist system:

“One may respect or hate Hitler-
ism, just as any other system of po-
litical views. This is a matter of
taste.” (Stalin’s paper, Izvestia, Oc-
tober 9, 1939.)

The Big Three do plan' a “hard
peace,” but only for the workers of
Germany and the rest of Europe.

PLANNING SLAVERY

The German workers, unlike Chur-
chill.-and his friends, neither-helped
nor ‘hailed Hitler's rise; they became
slaves under his rule. :

Now it is planned to make millions
of -them slave laborers in S8talin's
paradise, while the rest work to pay
off reparations to the other -Allies.
Stalin’s friends, the Nazi generals,
and their friends will live in moder-
ate comfort.

Even for American workers a hard
peace is promised—a :peace that'is no
peace. Harry Hopkins, in whom
Roosevelt confides most fully, says:
“We must accept a new and tough
concept—"": compulsory  military
training for every boy at 18, 'p'er-r
petual armies of occupation in Ger-
many and Japan. That is all he says
now. More will come later.

The world will be one great armed '

camp—if these plans are not upset.
That is the lasting “peace” which the
imperialists of @ll nationgs have ' to
‘promise us. It is certainly a hard
peace.

Post-War Plans - -

(Continued from page 3)

In addition to presenting the bud-
get for the war, Roosevelt also pro-
jected a..plan for 60,000,000 jobs,
which everyone wants and attached
to which is a proposal to ‘provide the
sum .of $279,000,000 for the year 1946.
One and a half billion goes for a fed-
eral public works program, and an-
other billion dollars is for federal aid
to .highways. The total budget for
such a thing is $3 billion. This meager
sum (again in contrast to war ex-
penditures) is to provide additional
employment for those whom private
industry, or “free enterprise,” cannot
absorb.

POST-WAR PLANNING

 No serious plans are prepared by
the .capitalist ruling class and its po-
litical -administration in ‘Washington
to .provide for the overwhelming
majority of the people. Instead we
get a lot of pap about “free -enter-
prise,” lower taxes for corporations,
rebates to-the monopolists and Roo-
sevelt’s honeyed plans for keeping
employed sixty million workers!

The Roosevelt budget message re-
veals the mentality of the capitalist
politician. It shows that he, like the
rest of his class, plans. with: profits
in ‘mind at all times. The total sum
of $3 billions for public works, road
building, etc., would hardly pay for
ten days of the cost of the war. His
program is a capitalist program. Hun-
dreds of billions of .dollars for war
and destruction! Pennies for security
and human lives!

In sharp contrast to this capitalist
program .of starvation, the Workers
Party and LABOR ACTION present
a program which calls for: A $250
billions five-year federal public
works program to provide jobs and
relief to the unemployed.

L. Al Business Manager's

PRESS ACTION

This is a modest sum., It is only $50
billions a year; far less than the war
budget.

Every government -expert admits» ;

that housing for millions is substand-
ard. Other millions of people actually
fage a -shortage of - shelters. Many
parts of the country are without elec-
tricity or means of power. Roads and
communications are sadly in need of
repair and extension. And these are
‘only a few of the things that can be
done.

There is the matter of improving
the health and physical condition of
millions of people. The draft demon-
strated the sad physical condition of
so Jlarge a number of American
youth.

Most of the people in the country
suffer from inadeguate medical care.
A .real -program would provide for
such necessary care.

Most Americans do not complete
their education. Our program would
provide for that, too!

‘These are only a few of the many
things that can and should ‘be done.

The President’s plan is no plan at
all. ¥t merely emphasizes that for
him, as for the rest of his class, the
ideal is:

Everything -for war! As llttle as
possible for peace!

The Workers Party program ‘is a
modest step on the road to 'securing
sixty million jobs and plenty for all.

To secure such an adequate pro-
gram of public works, an indepen-
dent Labor Party is necessary. One
of its first planks would deal with
adequate public works.

Roosevelt has shown his hand. His
contemptuously meager “plan” is
doomed in advance.

Labor must break with.Roosevelt
and form its own party to secure—

PLENTY FOR ALL! '

The impetus from our sub drive
continues to bring subs into the LA-
BOR ACTION office. In the last three
weeks 335 new readers have been
added to our lists.

Many of the Labor Actionists keep
plugging away at their shopmates
and friends. We want to sound a
warmng and an appeal to all LABOR
LACTION supporters not to lie down
on the job, now that our campaign is
over. There still remains that friend,
contact or fellow worker in the
plant from whom you intended to get
a sub. Don’t relax. Get it How!

The spreading of the ideas of LA-
BOR ACTION is an all-year-round
proposition,- Qur motto is similar to
the Post Office’s: “Neither wind nor
rain nor storm shall stay our mes-
sengers from the swift completion
of their appointed rounds.” Don't

by Sol Rayo

slip up on .any opportunities to get
new readers of LABOR. . ACTION.
Don’t stop thinking of ways to get
new readers.

Out in Minnesota, one of our sup-
porters is going great guns, We want
other readers to catch his spirit and
enthusiasm. He writes: “For your in-
formation, LABOR ACTION is goihg
over stringly with our Range work-
ers. The moment we catch our breath,
I think that we can work up a sub-
scription campaign and really sell
this great paper. It is simply ‘tragic
that we haven’t got a thousand sub-
scribers up here so we could use the
paper for a base to start an organ-
ized attack on the vicious la.bor
draft.”

The letter was signed “Yours for
more [Labpr Action.”

From the looks of thmgs, the
“tragic” fact is going to .be changed:
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Report of Greek Events

We reproduce below the excerpts we promised from a special reporf received
from Greece written at the time of the battle between the Greek anti-fascists and

the British imperialists.

Next week we shall print another first-hand account of the ﬁghhng in Athens

from another report written at the time.

December
- Dear Comrades: '

The revolt of the Greck anti-fascists
was definitely not a.planned affair. The
people were simply fed up with the dila-
toriness of the government, in .which the
EAM, too, had its representatives. EAM
in the past had the strength to seize pow-
er.. It had many opportunities. It had time
in which to consolidate its position. But it
simply followed the ‘“no-strike”, .
didn’t want to disturb the ethbnum of

" Teheran. ' el
. The people are tired, sick and ahrvmg.
but a bold, revolutionary stroke . would
 have been supported. It has been the pres-
sure from below that forced the degisions
of the top leaders. It was only the will of

line, It

the people which forced the EAM:minis-

ters to stand firm on their refusal fo. dis-
arm the ELAS (military wing of the, EAM
—=Ed.) until the monarchist and fascist
armies were also disarmed.

It was the people who spontaneously .

Greece, But since last fall they have been
falling in line with the Teheran slogans.
Even now, during the revolt, the lies they
tell to the people are unbelievable, even
when they want to keep a tight hold on
the leadership of the mass movement.

But, all in all, the Greek Communist
Party, like its counterparts the world
over, is not Communist. And even though
it rides high at the moment—it has mem-
bers in all the top spots of ELAS, EAM,
EPON (youth section of the EAM)—it
cannot be said that Greece will go Com-
mumst

W!J.L GREECE GO "COMMUNIST“‘?

At the moment it is “fashionable” for
youth, as well as their elders, to belong to
the Communist : Party. But some of the
youth are already starting to leave. The
program is not revolutionary enough fo
attract them. Even the newspaper of the
agrarian party is far away to the left of
the Communists.

A

exiled government.

The paper of the "Archeoﬂam&té." Grgek rgvoluhonary socialists known
as Trotskyists, is in circulation.. 'ﬂmy support:the ELAS. They oppose disarmament
of the ELAS. They attack the Communist Party of Greece because it joined the

.started the present revolt. If the top lead-

ership had been able to prevent it, I am
such they would have done so. But once
under way, and once its magnificent

strength had been demonstrated, the lead-

ership had to take command, or the re-
volt would have gotten out of hand.

NATURE OF GREEK COMMUNISTS

The Communists who “control” EAM
resemble our American type, but with
some differences. Due to the Nazi occu-
pation, their contact with the Comintern
was haphazard, intermittent and under-
ground. Their paper, for example, still

~* carried the slogan, “Workers of the world,

unite!” They have suffered imprisonment,
‘have been tortured, have been exiled.

““Thay have suffered with the workers and

. peasants, Some of them, out of touch with
‘the new party line, have always preached
a workers’ and peasants’ government, dic-

. tatorship of the proletariat, ete.

That is why the line varies all over

In order to build itself a following, the
EAM had to make a lot of promises which
are not being lived up to. The people want
these changes. Fven the most lethargic
say they haven't suffered and fought
merely to return to the period of 1934-40.

The Communists cooked their own goose
the moment they decided to be good and
play ball with the government in exile.
When the latter returned to Greece, it was
too much for the EAM. The government
had the machinery and technique of rul-
ing in its hands, and it was abetted by the
fascists and monarchists, all anxieus to
chop down the leftists. But the EAM in
my opinion, stoked the social awareness
of the Greek masses. Many of the youth in
particular object, saying: “You're making
too many concessions!”

The Communists, now that they hayve
gotten in line, are not able to stifle this
awakened social consciousness.

"It will burn fiercely for a long time to
come.

Defeat May Bill--

(Continued from page 1)

“fellow travelers in the CIO are fighting
-the policy of the organization. Through

the Daily Worker, the Communists carry
on a steady barrage of propaganda in fa-
vor of the May-Bailey bill. Their trade
unionists do-the same thing inside the
union movement. In New York they even

.visited congressmen and asked them to

vote for the bill, thereby implying a split
in the CIO on this very important and cru-
cial issue. '

The labor leaders find it difficult to un-
derstand why Roosevelt insists on pasage
.of the slave bill, especially so late in the
\ga-me. They feel betrayed after having
supported him so completely in the elec-
tions, But they are themselves to blame.

Roosevelt has been kicking labor around
for a long time, but never so brazenly and
completely as he has since the war began.
He has taken everything from labor and
given it nothing. And one of the most im-
portant reasons why he has been able to
do this is because the labor leaders have
been so subservient to him. Without the
subservience of the labor officialdom, Roo-
sevelt would not have dared to proceed
with the many anti-labor measures he has
introduced as policy. Feeling doubly se-
cure in his labor support, he proposed the

 glave act.

NO MANPOWER SHORTAGE
But the labor movement would err if it

_believed that Roosevelt has done this be-

cause there is a manpower shortage or a
critical shortage of material. The labor
remesentatwes and government officials,

" mot excluding the brass hats, have proved

beyond a shadow of doubt that there is no
. manpower shortage or critical shortage of
“apar goods. What they have shown is that
- there has been a great deal of bungling at

“the top in Washington. They proved that

there was planlessness, incompetence and

mismanagement at the top.
No, Roosevelt's demands for a National

Service Act grows out of the world needs
of American capitalism. Roosevelt is pre-
paring for the post-war struggle for ‘the
domination of the world by American big
business; to take care of any domestic dif-
ficulties which will arise from Iarqe-sdale
unemployment.

He is preparing now for the conflicts

which will occur between the American
rulers and the British and Russian rulers
over control of Europe and Asia, the colo-
nies of the world and the international
market. He is preparing for a period when
American arms will be used to prevent the
struggles of the peoples in Europe for
genuine democracy, freedom and security.

That is why it is mandatory for Amer-
ican labor to carry on the fight against
the labor draft, to fight against its own
enslavement and the enslavement of the
peoples of the world.

It cannot relax in this fight, otherwise it .

will face an anti-labor offensive, a union-
busting campign that will be all the more
difficult to defeat.

The headquarters for this campaign

sagainst labor is Washington. Hs chief or-
ganizer is Roosevelt.
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How have Negroes fared in indus-
try during the war years? The United
States Department of Labor in the
January issue of the Monthly Labor
Review gives the latest data.

THE STATISTICAL PICTURE

There are today no fewer than five
and a half million Negro waorkers in
the United States. And there are
700,000 in the Army. Thus the war
has caused an unprecedented social
upheaval among the Negroes in the
United States which must have had,
indeed is already having, prefound
effects on their pelitical future.

Meager as are the statistics offered
by the Department of Labor, they
indicate certain significant trends.

Between 1940 and 1944 the number
of Negroes employed "as' skilled
craftsmen, foremen and regular “op-
erativés"” in factories rose from 500;-
000 to 1,000,000. There seems to have
been up-grading {o some "substantial
degree, but the great masses who en-
tered industry entered and have re-
mained as unskilled laborers.

The miserable status of Negroes in
the United States is shown by the
~fact that though the number of Ne-
gromen working as proprietors, man-
agers and officials increased, during
the war period, by fifty per cent, the
total number in April, 1944, had nat
yet reached 75,000.

Seven. Negro women out of ten em-
ployed in 1940 were in domestic serv-
ice. The proportion had changed lit

One - ‘7em‘/za{ﬂze/|/a&an

reality it means a change from that
of personal dependence and personal
subordination which has been char-
deteristic of the social existence “of
Negroes and Negro women for so
many decades.

For women also there have been
noticeable shifts from farm labor to
work in the factory. This, for Negro
women, is like entry into a new
world. A great process of social edu-
cation is here taking place.

MORE OPPRESSED WORKERS

True, both men and women remain
at the bottom of the industrial lad-
der. Of the clerical and sales forces
of the country, ninety-eight per cent
remains white. Of the professipnal,
proprietary and managerial group,
ninety-five per cent remain white.

A further breakd¢wn would infal-
libly show that the Negroes are rep-
resented almost exclusively, in the
lowest of the lower brackets,

The greatest' gains are the opening
up of jobs to Negroes as semi-skilled
workers, principally in -factories.

That iz ‘the shameful truth. That is
the “equality of opportunity” offered
to Negroes in U. 8. democracy at the
highest peak of capitalist prosperity
and capitalist need. But this very
crime is one powerful source of the
forces which will overthrow capital-
ism. The Negroes as a mass have lit-
tle cause to love American capitalist
society. Segregated and humiliated,
they are thrust by eapitalism into the
masses of the unskilled and semi-

By J. R. Johndon

is such that they are bound, sooner
or later, to come into mortal conflict
with the system as a whole. In this
category of workers the Negroes
have found a place, educating them-

. selves, learning and teaching class

solidarity with white workers, through
the discipline of capitalist production
and the struggles of the unions.

In April, 1940, there were 3,000 Ne-
gro women. in the metals, chemicals
and rubber group of industries. In
1944 there were 150,000. In April,
1940, there, were 60,000 Negroes in
government service. In 1944 there
were 200,000.-In each case there was
an increase of nearly 150,000, The
numbers are egual. But as a social
force, as elements in the class strug-
gle, as part of the great armjy which
is being steadily welded together for
the ultimate phases of the conflict
between capital and labor, the 150,

{000 women in heavy industry are ten

times as 'important as the govern-
ment typists, petty.bureaucrats, su-
per-janitors, ete.

CAPITALISM PREPARES NEMESIS

‘Thus 'the very degradation of the
Negroes in  capitalist society places
them in situations where their in-

grained resentment can find expres-

sion, valuable notonly to their own
emancipation put to the emancipation
of society as a whole.

Historical law works in contradie-
tions. The anger which all socialists
feel at statistical proof of the social
status of Negroes should be accom-

" ete. This may seem a small gain; in

skilled.
- These,

tle by 1944. Only instead of being do-
mestic servants, more Negro women
are beauticians, cooks, waitresses,

UNRRA:

By JESSIE KAAREN

If the name of UNRRA (United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration) were to be changed to
PF (Political Football), it would at least have the merit
of having an hohest title, if not an honest aim. UNRRA
is following the footsteps of its “illustrious” predecessor,
the Hoover food relief administration which was formed

after World War No. 1. Each new incident reveals that

it is strictly an instrument for carrying out imperialist
policies, mainly those of Great Britain and the United
States, more particularly the latter.

The following quote from the London correspondent
of the New York Times serves ‘to illustrate the point:
“Mr. Churchill has intervened with bullets in Athens
to bring relief and FREE elections: to -Greece, according
to his own. statements,—but-Washington -would -reverse
the program, giving relief priority and, it is believed,
proposing joint supervision of elections to be held later.”
(Emphasis mine.—J. K.)

In plain English, that means ._.that while the English
have to intervene with bullets, the United States can
still afford to get the same results by distributing food.

ALLIED DIFFERENCES

These divergences between Arnerica and Britain and
between both these nations and Russia must be properly
understood: Nothing is'further from the truth than to
suppose that the United States proposes to act as the
humanitarian deliverer of a starving peaple.

The trend of American foreign policy in recent
months represents an attempt to win control of Europe
by relief handouts and by hypocritical expressions of
sympathy for national independence. In actual practice,
as has been shown in Italy, where the United States
has been most brutal in its attempts to stifle any expres-
sionlof national independence, and in Belgium, where
American troops were used ‘against striking workers,
American foreign intervention is as direct as is the
British.

In addition to refusing to let UNRRA enter Yugo-
slavia, except on its own terms, the Soviet Union has
blocked UNRRA from entering Poland. And the reason?
“It is believed here that beyond the military situation in
the south of Russia, delaying accessibility to Black Sea
ports, the completion of Soviet political arrangements
with the Lublin government, only recently accomplished,
may have been a factor in the delay in grantmg shipping
facilities.”—(New York Times.)

The Daily Workers confirms the animosity that exists
between Rusgsia and the Allied powers in control of
UNRRA. It tells about the anti-Russian bias of American
officials and it also intimates that relief may be used as
a political weapon, just as it was after the First World
War. .
If food is to be a club over the starving people of
Poland, Marshall Stalin warnits the club to be in his hands.

however,
powerful concentration of forces ‘in
the country, whose objective position

panied by careful .examination of the
Nemesis which, here as in so many
ather flelds, eapitalism prepares for
itself by its injustice and its crimes.

form the most

Ew

ist Weapon

That explams why UNRRA was forbidden to enter Po-
land until the Allied powers came to terms with Stalin
on Poland, giving. in to his plans fo reduce Poland to a
Russian colony.

WORSENING CONDITIONS

Meanwhile conditions among Europe's starving
masses grow continuously worse. The effect of the Al-
lied invasion has been to reduce rather than improve

the standard of living. The war has dragged on for five

years now. A conservative relief worker’s estimate made
in 1943 is’ that about thirty million people have been
displaced from-their homes. The figure is probably much
higher now. Hospitals and public services are completely
broken down. There are no drugs. Transport facilities
are reserved for military use only.

“Each country that has been invaded by the Allies is
held'in such a vise'of military bureaucracy that it is im-
possible for ‘local relief organizations to get started. In
1943 the ‘death rate in Greece was eight times higher
than in pre-war days. In Holland, the adolescent death
rate in 1941 was 43 per cent above 1939. In Marseille in
the same year, the infant mortality rate increased by 41
per cent. In Italy, it is estimated that about 50 per cent
of the population is afflicted with tuberculosis.

All these are very fragmentary figures and only indi-
cate in a small measure, how appalling the devastation
in Europe really is.

A report from Istanbul, Turkey, by Joseph Levy of
the New ¥York Times tells of the unbearable predica-
ment of the Bulgarian Jews at the present time—Jews .
who have been released from German concentration
camps to starve in ‘“freedom.” Bulgaria is being ruled
by a Russian milifary regime working in conjunction
with a Bulgarian cabinet which is made up in equal
parts of former Bulgarian fascists and Communist min-
isters.

“The situation of about 45,000 Jews is deplorable and
desperate. They are clotheless, shoeless and sfarving.
They are existing, not Jiving, under the most unsanitary
conditions, three or four families sharing a dingy little
room which is unheated and without windowpanes....

“So desperate is the situation that it is no exaggera-
‘tion to state that at least 25 per cent of them are anxious
to leave the country and go anywhere. But the ‘sympa-
thetic’ government ‘at ‘the instigation of 'the Communist
Minister of the Interior, Anton Ygoff, has banned all
Jewish emigration from Bulgaria.”

Harking -‘back- to that same conference in 1943, the
Indian delegation there was prevented from bringing
the guestion of relief for India before the assembly, be-
-cause 'of British pressure. It -was the time of the terrible
famine in India when reports were coming in daily of
the deaths of many thousands of people from starvation
and plague and newspaper men: were reporting instances
of black ‘market hoarding by Indian princes in collabo-
ration with the British administration.
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WORLD POLITICS

By REVA CRAIN

Stalin Grooms Von Paulus?

Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin are at the pres-
ent meeting somewhere in Europe in an attempt
to come to some agreement regarding the Allied
partition of that continent. Of central importance
is the question: What to do with Germany, and
which of the Allied powers is to do it? As his ar-
mies move on toward Berlin, Stalin is indeed in
the strongest position to put into effect his ideas
on. the subject. In the days of the agitation for
the opening of the second front, Molotov, Russian

Premier, had warned that he who gets to Berlin

first would decide the fate of Germany. Stalin
is seeking to make good this threat.

If Germany is “liberated” by the advancing
Russian army, if Hitler's government is “over-
thrown™ in this way, what will 1eplace|§ it? Wlll
the German people be able to o
establish their own govern-
ment? Will they be able to go
after the hated Nazis and capi-
talists who brought them into
the war 'and to the brink of
disaster? Will they be allowed’
to purge their country of every
trace of the detested fascist régime? Knowing
what the Allied attitude has been to the Italian,
French, Belgian and Greek people—not to men-
tion the Polish people—there is no reason to be-
lieve that the German masses will fare even as
well,

THE REAL ALLIED POLICY

The policy of the Allies is to make Germany
“pay for the war,” that is, make the German peo-
ple pay. The people must be held responsible for
the crimes of Hitler. The most rabid proponents
of this policy are the Russian rulers, whose spokes-
man, the writer, Ilya Ehrenburg, recently declared
that the Russians are coming to Germany, net as
liberators, but as conquerors,

Stalin wants to make Germany pay by confisca-
tion of whatever industry is left in that country

after the continual bombings and raids. He wants, | \

moreover, at least ten million German slaves. The
chastisement of the German people must be com-
plete, and the anti-fascists among them will be
marked for the severest punishment, Ehrenburg’s
reply to a question on what the Russians would
do about a revolt of the German people who would
“overthrow Hitler and welcome the advancing
Red Army with appropriate banners,” was, “Those
would be the first peeple we would shoot.”

Up to this point there is agreement on the part
of the Big Three with regard to Germany. On the
question of the three-way partition of Germany
there may not be that much unanimity. Now that
the practical settlement of the German. problem
appears to be at hand, the Russian interests be-
come more clear. Whereas Anglo-American im-
perialism would benefit by the dismemberment of
Germany, in that a rival or potential rival would
be put out of the way, Russian interests dictate
the maintenance of a Germany suffidiently strong
to act as a buffer against the other two Allied
partners. Russia desires a Weakened, but not erip-

pled Germany, one that is friendly, peaceful and

“safe,” i.e., safe to the Russian ruling class.

RESURRECTING THE JUNKERS

The Kremlin has prepared for its policy through
the establishment of a committee -which it is ru-
mored will be introduced as the provisional gov-
ernment for Gérmany. When the Russians turned
back the Germans at Stalingrad, they not only re-
versed the European military situation, but cap-
tured a group of German generals who have been
worked over into a Union of German Officers who
have been acting with and for the Russians.

In addition, there is the Free German Com-
mittee, which is composed of some of these Jun-
kers and loyal Stalinists. The committee is headed
by General Walther von Seydlitz, whe was a com-
mander in the German Sixth Army, which sur-
rendered at Stalingrad. Seydlitz is an old-line mili-

tary man, comes from an old aristocratie family, is .

a descendant of Bismarck and has been in the
army since 1908. He served his class under the
Kaiser, under the Republic and under Hitler. Up
to Stalingrad, he was a loyal German militarist.
Now ‘he serves his -class in ‘what he considers to
be the best way, under Stalin.

In addition to the German generals, there are
the  Stalinist henchmen headed by one William
Pieck. It is already ‘being spoken about quite
openly that Stalin is moving to install the: Free
German Committee as the provisional German
government, which will -be headed by Field Mar-
shal von Paulus. He too was captured at Stalin-
grad, but it fook him over a year to leave Hitler,
Since then he has become a renovated Junker.
Italy had its Badoglio—Germany will have its
von Paulus.

We see then that it would be a mistake to take
too seriously the Russian contention that all Ger-
mans are guilty, hopeless, :incapable of changing.
At least some “good” Germans have been found.
They are the Junker generals who believe  that
Hitler ‘has lost the war and that the best way to
save German capitalism and German Junkerdom
is to abandon Hitler, call off the war and establish
“law and order” in Germany. In return for the
privilege of deing this, they have become friends
of Stalin.

On the other hand, Stalin sees in a govern-

ment headed by these people a way of preventing

oivil war in Germany, that is, revelution, which
might not stop merely at the overthrow of fas-
cism, but which might make possible the victory
of the German working class over capitalism.

BEHEADING A REVOLUTION

We are sure that the Russian secret police have
ways of winning over German generals. What i3
most important is that on the very basic point of
what is to be the role of the made-in-Moscow pro-
visional German government there is complete
agreement and unity of interests between the
generals and the Russian bureaucracy. There is to
be no democracy in Germany, there is to be no.
free government, no independent workers’ move-
ment and organizations and, above all, no revo-
lution. The new régime is to be a totalitarian one,
without Hitler. In this aim Stalin has found the
perfect instrument, the German army staff,

As one of the “free” officers stated in a radio
broadcast: “Our first task is to save the lives of
these German soldiers, to save them from the

certain and useless death to which Hitler leads
them daily. Our second task is fo cleanse the be- -
smirched honor of the German officers’ corps. The

third task is fo act as-a preventative against the
civil war which Hitler will be faced with.”

Not one word—and how could there be from
this source?—about the restoration of those rights
which fascist rule has stamped out.
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From Gestapo o GPU

By JONATHAN STONE

Lublin in Poland was the site of
onc of the largest Nazi concentration
camp-slaughter house crematoriums.
It was also the original stamping
ground of the “provisional govern-
ment of the Polish Republic.” This
creation of Stalin' removed itself to
Warsaw in the wake of the advanc-
ing Russian Army and installed itself
in the capital’'s few remaining struc-
tures located in the suburbs, two days
after the city’s fall.

What is this institution that pro-
claims itself the “official” and “legiti-
mate” ' governing body of the Polish
nation (what is left of it)?

It started out in February of last
year as the Union of Polish Patriots.
The head of this Unien was" Wanda
Wasilewska, whose husband was then
Vice-Commissar of Foreign Affairs of
the Soviet Union and is now Foreign
Commissar of the “independent”
Ukrainian Republic. Her book, The
Rainbow, was awarded the Stalin
prize for belles-lettres of 100,000 ru-
bles for 1943. She became a Russian
citizen after fleeing from Poland at
the time of the Gelman invasion of
Poland.

In addition to being a correspon-
dent for the Red Army and a deputy
to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR,
she was for a time general secretary
of the Polish Communist Party. In
other words, a Polish “patriotess”
with, a helluva lot of Russian con-
nections. The Union of Polish Pa-
triots was allowed radio facilities to al
- broadcast propaganda and trained a
Soviet-equipped army to fight in Po-
land.

Later it blossomed forth as the
Polish Committee for National Lib-
eration, which took over the job of
ruling Poland for Stalin. On last New
‘Year's Eve this committee constitut-
ed itself as the provisional govern-
ment which Moscow promptly recog-
nized about four days later, in the
face of official assurances to the Pol-
ish government in exile in London
by the United States and Britain that
they still considered it the official
representative of Poland.

WHY THE NEW RULERS

-The purpose of the new govern-
ment is to preside over the ligquida-
tion of the Polish nation, to para-
phrase Churchill's quaint terminol-
ogy, and reduce it to vassalage, com-
pletely dependent upon Russia. The
successive shifts and disappearances
of personnel (Wanda Wasilewska and
her original crew of Andrew Witos,

Upper Silesia.

—or by
non-existent.

government) stated that

Warsaw.

been heard of for quite some time
now), have been marked by a con-
tinual parallelism to the official Rus-
siari views on the disposition of Po-
land and Germany.

For instance, the notorious Curzon

Line agreement, whereby Russia in-
corporated into a Greater Russia the
eastern half of Poland, which Pilsud-
ski had seized, both Poland's ruling
class and Stalin -disregarding the
wishes of the people, met with their
approval and acquiescence. The com-
pensation to be granted to Poland
would be some lands of Germany,
namely, East Prussia, Danzig, Stettin,

Aside from this geographmal de-
struction, there was the committee
working hand in glove with the Sta-
linist bureaucracy in the slaughter-
ing of the magnificenily heroic work-
ing class of Warsaw. For it was the
radio of the aforementioned Union
of Polish Patriots that broadcast the
first appeals for the workers in the
capital to rise up and drive out the
Germans reeling back under the on-
slaughts of the supposedly advancing
Red Army. The prime prerequisite
of Stalinist domination and enslave-
ment is the reducing of the working
class to impotence, by misleading it
maKing its organizations

Another link in the same chain was
disclosed in a UP dispatch on Janu-
ary 20 which (reporting what was
put out by the Polish Press Agency
—the official organ of the provisional

“Judges and prosecutors had ar-
rived in the newly liberated cities
of Lodz, Cracow, Kielce and Radom
to supervise a purge of traitors and
German agents. The Polish provision-
government denounced General
Bor in a proclamation, asserting that
his ‘provocative uprising in Warsaw
and later surrender of arms consid-
erably aided the Germans.'”

Judging from this communication,
we can see that these Russo-Poles
have adopted a rather broad defini-
tion of “traitor” and “German agent”;
one which obviously includes all the
leaders of the Warsaw uprising and
those connected with them in other
cities. These judges and prosecutors
will continue the work as was done
by the Germans most efficiently at

WHO ARE THE LEADERS?

Presentation of a few actors from
the cast of characters in this puppet
show will be instructive in that it
will show how unrepresentative of
‘the Polish people “their” government
is. For instance, the President, Bole-
slaw Bierut, has been a member of
the Polish Communist Party for the
past twenty years and, according to
the Polish Telegraph Agency (official
organ of the London Poles), leader
of "the Polish section of the Comin-
tern, and later under another name
as head of the Polish division of the
GPU. The Vice-Premier, Gomolka,
functioned as secretary of the Polish
Communist Party. Ministers Minz,

The Story of the ‘‘Liberation’

Shizyszewski and Drobowski are ad-
mitted Communists.

In addition, this set-up has at-
tracted to it many reactionaries like
Stephen Litauer, who proclaimed his
allegiance. He was the former direc-
tor of the Polish Telegraph Agency.

“He once praised Beck [a pro-fascist.

Premier of Poland] as the greatest
man in history and was Begk’s pub-
licity agent,” according to one writ-
er. Anton Roman and Kirtiklis, the
representatives in Romania and Pal-

of Poland

estine, respectively, were both prom-
inent officials in the Beck dictator-
ship which existed in Poland before
the war.

The head of their army is General
Rola Zymierski, who led the Second
Polish Division against the Soviet
Union when Russia was a genuine
workers’ country in 1920.- He was
also a member of the Polish Officer-
Corps and cooperated with Colonel
Beck in the Spanish Civil War
against the Loyalists. The remaining

will appear next week.)

At press time, reports from London reveal that for many Poles, es-
pecially the militant fighters of the underground movement, the expul-
sion of the German invader and the arrival of the Russian, has meant
the exchange of one conceniration camp for another. With the arrival
of Stalin’s GPU, a wave of arrests and population transfers took place.
These were accompanied by mass deportations to R;lssla of members of
the Home Guard and the Polish underground. In this way Stalin is get-
ting rid of all Poles who would fight for the hd¢penﬂenee of their
nation. Spearheading this campaign of “liquidation” js the Polish Com-
munist Parly, which is another name for the Russian r(.Td"l} (A full story

local

members of the cabinet, socialists and
others, were practically unknown
third-rate figures in pre-war Poland.

Such are the rewards for “conver-
sion” to the Stalin mode of life. And
such is the realization of the second
plank of the Atlantic Charter: “They
desire to see no territorial changes
that do not accord with the freely
expressed wishes of the peoples con-
cerned.”

THE ISSUE IS FREEDOM!

The Big Three conference has on
its agenda the national problem in
Europe: how to deal with these recal-
citrant peoples who seem to take the
Atlantic Charter seriously for, in ad-
dition to Greece ,there is Poland. But
Stalin is all prepared to present his
fellow conferees with a “fait accom-
pli.” He will say in effect: “Polish
problem? Problem shmoplem, who's
got a problem?” The extreme haste
with which the whole affair was
consummated raises one's suspicions.

In comparison with the long-suffer-
ing Churchill's inability to terminate
the Greek “situation,” Stalin has

realized his part of the bargain in’

the division of Europe. Britain is
still struggling even with the sup-
posed help it expected from the Sta-
lin-controlled Communist Party.

An interesting sidelight to the con-
ference is the secessionist agitation
in Ruthenia discussed in LABOR AC-
TION a few weeks ago, and the re-
cently announced “friendly negotia-
tions” for the return to Czechoslova-
kia by the Polish provisional govern-
ment of Teschen. This small area,
rich in coal fields, was seized by Po-
land at the time of the partition of
the Czech state in 1938. Bound up
with these moves is the recognition
of this Polish government by the
Czech government in exile.

This latter action was a barter ar-
rangement whereby 'recognition and
Teschen were exchanged. Benes
thought he could play both sides, the
Russian and the Western Allies, and
avoid taking a stand by simply send-
ing a representative, a sort of un-
official observer, as did de Gaulle, to
Poland. But Stalin forced his hand
in hastening the Polish recognition
by making a stir for the incorpora-
tion of Ruthenia into the Soviet
Ukraine.

These noises were supposedly na-
tive and completely dissociated from
Russia. But the Soviet Ukraine al-
lowed the Ruthenian irredentists the
privilege of using their radio at Kiev
to harangue the miners and peasants
of the disputed area. After the rec-
ognition, the Russian gbvernment, ac-
cording to a statement of Benes' ré-
gime, said that “the campaign for
the incorporation of sub-Carpathian
UkYainia (Ruthenia) was inspired by
Ukrainian authorities = and
would be officially discouraged.”

Belgian Workers
Force Pierlot Out

While at the time of his writing, no
parliamentary vote has been: taken,
the Pierlot Government in Belgium
is finished. Premier Pierlot, up to
now kept in power with the aid of
British and American arms over the
opposition of the majority of the peo-
ple, announced that his cabinet was
resighing.

Good riddance!

The tide of dissatisfaction of the
majority of workers finally engulfed
this government of Belgian big. busi-
ness, Nazi collaborators and yes-men
of the British. Pierlot's government-
in-exile merely transferred:its office

ploitation of the Belgian workers who
were kept on the job by Nazi bay-
onets. They demanded that these in-
dustrialists be compelled to disgorge
their bloody profits. But the Pierlot
government was made up of many
of these Nazi collaborators and it
stood firm against the people.

The people demanded an improve-
ment of their working conditions, a
reduction in the cost of living, a raise
in wages. They demanded bread, coal
and butter. But they got none of these
from the regime.

WHAT BELGIAN WORKERS WANT

Their patience gave out and the he-
roic Belgian miners, the most militant
section of the workers, have walked
out on strike. We are proud to note
that according to the N. Y. Times,
“the Trotskyist Communist Revolu-

the fight of the Belgian miners. It
was not “incompetence” or ‘‘age”
which compe}led the ousting of the
Pierlot cabinet, as some of his opposi-
tion ministers declare. It was the un-
daunted opposition of the Belgian
masses that finally ferced his ouster, ‘

It is impossible to tell what kind of
government will replace the reaction-
ary Pierlot. But if it is the same kind
of regime, that is, regime ‘committed
to retaining the privileges of the Bel-
gian capitalists, of retaining the prot-
it system over the backs of Belgian's
worn-out, hungry, and impoverished
workers, it will face the same deter-
mined opposition of these workers.
The struggle will not end.

There is something more funda-
mental involved in the present dis-
pute at the top. The opposition in the
governmenf knows the situation -in
the country is bad. They think by
forcing the resignation of Pierlot they
WHAT PIERLOT DIDN'T DO will satisfy the demands of the mass-

Upon its return, it failed to punish €s. But they will be making a big
the collaborators. It insisted upon dis- mistake. The Belgian workers will
arming the resistance movements. It not rest until they have brought
refused to carry out any economic, about a change in the country—a so-
political or social changes demanded ¢ial change which will end their ex-

by the masses. Therefore ifs days Ploitation, their poverty and starva-
were numbered. ’ " tion. They will fight on until they oh-

The people demanded the punish- tain genuine freedom and ﬂ_emocracv
ment of Belgium’s industrialists and through their own rule:
financiers who profited during Ger- This is the real essence of the sit-
man occupalion by an-intense ex- uation in Belgium.

EX-PREMIER HUBERT PIERLOT

from London, where it had been for
four years, to Brussels. It had no real
standing with the people_‘

They're Against Even 65 Cents an Hour! .

There is a great to-do in the country over Senator Peppgr‘s bill’
which would establish by law a national minimum wage of sixty-five: .
cents an hour, As compared to wages. paid to millions’ of workers in: -~ *~

this country this looks: like‘a formidable proposal. I§ it? Let us.see. !

A sixty-five cents an heur minimum means $5.20 for an eight-hour
day. It means $26.00 for a forty-hour week. A magnificent sum, isn't i{?

Just think of hew American labor will roll in wealth with such an i

inccme!
No wonder the Na.l.lorlal Association of. Manufacturers and. the
Chamber of Commerce of the United States are fighting mad,

PART Il Below: 1he Wallace Program

Behind Jones-Wallace Fight

PART Ill Next Week: The Workers’ Party Program

By MAX SHACHTMAN, Nat'l Sec'y, Workers Party

We have seen what forces are behind Jesse Jones and what he
represents. We have seen what the objections of the big capitalist
spokesmen are to the nomination -of Henry Wallace to the post of
Secretary of Commerce. Now let us look into the program put for-
ward by Wallace himself.

Wallace calls for peak production, guaranteed by the govern-
ment. He calls for a job for every worker and a guaranteed annual
wage, for adequate housing, education, health care, and taking
care of the sick and aged. These objectives embody. the aspira-
tions of every worker, especially those who have gone through
years of unemployment, who fear years of unemployment to come,
but who have also witnessed the
capacity of American industry to
. produce on an unprecedented

%, scale—if not for peace, then at
AW\ least for war.

But merely to state these ob-
jectives is not enough.

For example, the New York
World-Telegram of January 26 is
not far from right when it says:

“Henry Wallace testifies for a
post-war America of more houses,
clothing, ears, education, recrea-
tion and all the ofher ‘good
things of life.

“He's for higher wages, fewer
hours of labor and lower taxes.

“As who isn't?”

In his San Francisco elecuqn
campaign address, even Thomas E.
Dewey spoke up in favor of jobs
for everyone.

The United States Chamber of
Commerce, the organization of
big business, has writlen down a
goal of 50,000,000 jobs in peacetime. The Committee for Economic
Development, another big business organization, has presented a
report which speaks of a peacetime employment ﬁgme of 56,000,000,

WHAT IS THE REAL QUESTION? .

There is no lack of big figures, big promises, imposing goals.
What is lacking is a clear-cut answer, suitable to the needs of the
~working people, to that decisive quesiion of questions:

HOW?

How is labor to be assured jobs for all, an annual minimum
wage, a high standard of living, peak pmduction and all the other
things required for security and abundance?

The conservatives, the reactionaries, the Thomas Deweys, the
Natjonal Association of Manufacturers, the Chambers of Comrerce
and the like answer the question by saying: Leave it to “free en-
terprise.”

They add only this: The government must limit itself to help-
ing “free enterprise.”

That is why they never raised - the. shghtest objection to the

government, through agencies such as Jesse Jones controlled, pour-
ing billions of federal dollars into the treasuries of “free enter-
prise,” that is, of the big corporations and monopolies. <

WALLACE, CAPITALIST PROPAGANDIST
In his statement before the Senate Commerce Committee on
January 25, Wallace said:
“The basic function of your government in taking care of any
such slack in jobs is to see to it that private enterprise is assisted
until it can absorb this slack.”
In his speech at the testimonial dihner given him in New York
on Januar'y 29, Wallace replied to those who are against his nomi-

"Wha.t these people don't realize is that in fighting me they are
fighting you and millions like you to the third and feurth gen-
eration. Without realizing it they are fighting against the survival
of capitalism and free enterprise. The time has come to fight back.”

By his own words, Wallace takes his position fundamentally on
the same grounds as the National Association of Manufacturers
and the Chamber of Commerce. In fact, he insists that his way is
the only way to insure the “survival of capitalism and free enter- -
prise.” He declares that the “basic function of your government”
is to assist “private enterprise.” )

But, as we have already pointed out, “free enterprise” has al-
ready undergone its decisive test—AND IT FAILED! It revealed
itself d bankrupt.

Before there was a CIO, before there was a Roosevelt Admin-
istration, or even a Wallace in the Vice-Presidency, “free enter-
prise” PROVED that it could not provide jobs and a decent stand-
ard of living for all, PROVED that it could not get industry going
at a high rate of production and that it could not solve the prob-
lem of mass unemployment.

After there was a Roosevelt Administration, there were, it is .
true, doles and some social legislation under labor pressure, but
with all the assistance that the government gave “free enterprise,”
in accordance with what Wallace calls its “basic function,” indus-
try was still sick and mass unemployment was still with us.

UNDERWRITING THE PROFITEERS

The ONLY time “free enterprise” was able fo reach a new height
in production was when the country was plunged into war and.its
economlc life reorganized to produce the means of death and de-

The elcmentary conclusion that any ml.e!hgcnt. person would
draw—unless he was rendered incapable of doing so by his ‘own
economic interests or by distorted thinking is that “free enter-
prise” is no longer good for anything but mass destruction,

How, then, does Wallace propose to proceed to “make Amer-
ican capitalism and- private enterprise work in the same great
manner in peace as it has worked in war"? Here is the essence
of his answer, again from the statement he read to the Senate
Commerce Committee:

“In a nutshell, then, if we are going to have remunerative jobs
for all, we must have an expanding private industry capable of
hiring millions more men. I propose that the government do its
part in helping private enterprise finance this expansion of our
industrial plapt. It will be privately owned, privately operated

ED.”

There is the Wallace solution to the problem. There is his an-
swer to the key question: “How?”
)

WALLACE'S FREE ENTERPRISE

Suppose a shoemaker had a method of making shoes which re-
sulted in every pair or half the pairs that left his bench being use-
less for wear. Would the solution lie in keeping him on the job
and supplying him forever with more and more leather? You

* might propose io make a doctor out of him or a bookkeeper or re-
tire him on a pension, or anything else in the world, but you would
be mad to keep him at the business of making shoes, and madder _
still if you kept furnishing him with more good leather to ruin,

But that is substantially what Wallace proposes!

The more incapable “free enterprise” proves to be in providing
such elementary things as jobs and decent living standards, the
more government funds should be put in its hands.

The closer it comes again to national disaster with the capital
at its disposal, the more capital the government should supply it

with.

1 it to “mismanage.”

place:

Wall Street.’

“Senator Tobey:
Washington Post, there came to my eye an article telling about a
in the course of political debate.
There you made this statement, and I would like to read it to you:

“‘Mr, Wallace said: “After the war we can buy iwice as many
automobiles as we did in the past. We can buy twice as many re-
frigerators. To make these things possible we need only the money.”

“As to where the money will come from, you answered:

“‘From a man who will do more than give the green light to

statement made in Muncie, Ind.,

and privately financed, BUT THE GOVERNMENT WILL SHARE
‘WITH THE PRIVATE INVESTOR THE UNUSUAL AND ABNOR-
MAL RISKS WHICH MAY BE INVOLVED IN GETTING START-

Why, in heaven'ss name, why?

SOMETHING ABOUT MONEY

In fact, according to the Wallace plan for “making capitalism
work,” the more clearly “free enterprise” shows all these things
- the more it should be rewarded, assisted, subsidized and propped
up. The more devastating the social results of its “mismanagement”
of the capital it has—the more capital the government should give

Profit, we were taught in school, is the reward of hard work,
the risks of capital, and satisfying the needs of consumers.

Profit, says -the new Wallace school of defenders of capitalism,
is the reward guaranteed and granted by the government to the
owners of industry when they show they cannot satisfy the needs
of consumers, cannot give work fo all, cannot take “risks,” can-
not keep production up—cannot do anything except stretch out a
bankrupt hand for government subsidy.

Where is the government to draw these loans and subsidies and
guarantees from? Again arises the question, “How?"

At the Senate Committee hcaring, the following dialogue took

Mr. Wallace, last October,

“Did you refer to the President? Whom did you refer to?”
“Mr. Wallace: I was referring to Franklin Delano Roosevelt
when I made the statement.

in reading the

“Senator Tobey: Where is the money coming from to buy twice
as many refrigerators and twice as many automobiles as we hacl
in the past?

“Mr. Wa]lar:e' The money is coming from men iully at work, at
full wages.” . ~

To the question, “How will be money be obtalned'{“ Mr. Wal-

“From Roosevelt.”

HOW ROOSEVELT AIDED BIG BUSINESS

But Roosevelt was in office as President of the United States,
with greater power than ever before enjoyed by the Chief Magis-
trate, for twelve years, the most part of them peace years. For
four of those years Mr. Wallace was his chief lieutenant, occupy- ,

lace answered:

Mr. Wallace has not failed to emphasize time'and again that he'is
merely  stating “Roosevelt’s own program, namely, “sixty millmn

plus Wallace had more than fair opportunlty to put this program

tionary Party” is in the forefront of e

SOCIAL CHANGE IN ORDER bl

ing a post far more important than that of S&cretary of Commerce.’

jobs and an Economic Bill of Rights.” i _':I
‘But in all the years during which Roosevelt: and later Roosevelt <

into effect, what happened? i

The profits of Big Business kept chmbmg year by year, ﬁnally
reaching astronomical proportions in the war period. . :

It was under Roosevelt, and under Roosevelt plus Wallace, that
Jesse Jones flourished in the RFC, the sameé Jones who Wallice
now says was ‘the patron of the big corporations, the same RFC
which Wallace now says should be investigated by Congress.

There was no Economic Bill of Rights.

There was no guaraniee of a job, no annual minimum wage,
none of the aims that Wallace now sets forth was realized. , '

There was no solution to unemploymenf—the Roosevelis Ad-
ministration’s own Bureau of Labor Statistics says that theré were /
eight million unemployed in this country as late as the spring of
1940.

If all blessings is to come from Roosevelt, the man -“who will -
do more than give the green light to Wall Street,” what reason is :
there to believe that they will gush out tomorrow more rlchly
than they did yesterday—twelve years of yesterday?

If the “money is coming from men fully at work, at full wages,” P
why were they not fully at work at full wages in the eight years - ﬁ
of Roosevelt and the four years of Roosevelt plus Wallace? '

. What will Wallace change basically if he administers the gov-
ernment or part of it so that in the years to come men will be
fully at work at full wages?

There will be no basic change. Given Wallace's fundamental
position, there can be no basic change.

But a basic change is precisely what is urgently needed— - i el

If there is to be planned, high-peak national production; =

If there is to be a job guarantee for every worker and a guar-
anteed annual wage;

If there is to be'security and abundance for the common man.

How that is to be attained requires not merely the statement
of these great objectives. It demands an answer to the question,

“How?” It demands, in a word, A PROGRAM OF ACTION, I
demands an answer to the question, “WHO is going to carry uut
the program?”

In the final, concluding article on the subject, the program and
answers given by the Workers Party will be dealt wzth in ddta!ﬁ
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