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Labor Action

Asks:

In last week’s editorial, “Hands
Off Indo-China!” we quite prop-
erly directed our main fire upon
the French ruling class and its
government, now headed by Leon
Blum, the *“old man” of the
French Socialist Party, aided by
the MRP and the Stalinists. But
the French are not alone in their
attack on Indo-Chinese people and
the Viet Nam Republic. France
alone, as a third-rate power en-
feebled by her tremendous war
losses, would be unable to prose-
cute a war against Viet Nam and
the wvast majority of the Indo-
Chinese. It is clear, even from
the most cursory examination of
the acute problems which face
French ec¢onomy, that she is inca-
pable of doing so on the basis of
her own resources. We are there-
fore compelled to-ask a few ques-
tions in relation to French policy
and activity in Indo-China.

1, The United States has turned
over a vast amount of arms, left
in France after the war, to the
present, government. There was a
stipulation made, in accordance
with the principles of the Atlan-
tic Charter and the Four Free-
doms, that these arms would not
be used in Indo-China or in any
struggle against a colonial depen-
dency seeking its freedom. Was
this stipulation removed by the
United States? If it is still in ef-

Are U. S. Munitions,
Funds Being Used
To Kill Indo-Chinese?

fect, is there any collusion which
permits France to use these arms
nevertheless, since she is incapa-
ble of carrying on a war in Viet
Nam on her own?

2. The French, who are unable
to balance their budget “and to
revive the shattered economy of
the nation, were given a billion
.dollar loan, or fund, by the United
States as a means of preventing
the collapse of the country. Is part
of this fund being used to finance
the expedition of French forces in
a.war against Indo-China?

3. And finally, what is the posi-
tion of the administration in
Washington toward the struggle
for independence in Indo-China,
a freedom so willingly granted to
all colonial peoples in the Atlan-
tic Charter in order to solicit
their aid in the war against Ger-
many and Japan and so willingly
subscribed to by all the Allied
powers? Is the United States a
party to the French plan to pacify
and disarm the Indo-Chinese in
order thereby to prevent their
complete independence?

Whatever the answers may' be
to these questions, they merely
emphasize the need for all people
to support the slogans of LABOR
ACTION and the Workers Party:
HANDS OFF INDO-CHINA! FOR
THE IMMEDIATE INDEPEND-
ENCE OF INDO-CHINA!

Detroit WP Urges
Labor Lead March
For State FEPC Law

By BEN HALL

DETROIT — The Detroit Branch of
the Workers Party has appealed to
the United Automobile Workers Un-
ion, the CIQO and the NAACP in
Michigan to organize a mass march
on ‘the “State Capitol at. Lansing to

il m%,dgmngl of the.State Legislature_that.

4it-enact the  Fair Employment Pric-
tices Law submitted by 175,000 voters
of .the state on an initiative petition
suiccessfully circulated in December
and November.

All that has happened since the
publication of this appeal on Decem-
ber 24 in the form of an open letter
has confirmed the validity of the
proposal.

The State Attorney General has
ruled that the petitions are invalid
because they do not bear a clearly
printed title indicating the contents
of the proposed law. The petition
itself, consisting of four long closely
printed sheets, provides ample oppor-
tunity for any fastidious legal eagle
to ferret out some misplaced comma
or colon to “prove” that they are
“jrregular.” Experienced politicians
have sleeves full of such technicali-
ties.

TWO COMMITTEES

As the state legislators prepare to
come to the capital for their 1947
session, the campaign for the enact-
ment of the FEPC law has bogged
down in the mire of a conflict be-
tween rival “prominent” citizens,
some of whom support and others of
whom reject attempts by the follow-
ers of the Communist Party to make
this/ campaign their private affair.
The intricate details of the jealous
maneuverings of the representatives
of these two groups would make a
delightful tale for lovers of involved
mystery stories.

At this point two opposing state-
wide committees exist, one led by
the .Stalinist-controiled Civil Rights
Congress and the other led by Bishop
Haas, formerly of the national Fair
Employment Practices Commission,
and endorsed by many others, in-
cluding Walter Reuther, George Ad-

des, Mayor Edward Jeffries. Each
committee has called its own con-
ference in Lansing and each is jock-
eying for the support of the maxi-
mum number of priests, rabbis, min-
isters, lawyers—that is, the “respect-
able,” “prominent” community “lead-
ers.”. The anti-Stalinists ‘gleefully at-

“fick the Commmunlsts,’ whom they: -

accuse of responsibility for the tech-
nical defects of the above mentioned
petition. The real culprit on this
score is, of course, the Attorney Gen-
eral himself but the critics of the
Stalinists no doubt hesitate to de-
nounce him as he deserves because
they are either soift-hearted liberals
themselves or do not want to offend
other soft-hearted liberals.

TIME FOR MASS ACTION

Both sides in this pitiful squabble
have one thing in common. Neither
has any intention of organizing a
really representative conference
based upon the mass organizations
of the people, which means, in the
first place, based’upon the CIO. The
Stalinists cannot and will not make
any such- attempt because it would
make their bureaucratic control im-
possible. The anti-Stalinists will not
do it because they do not want to
scare off the “liberals,” who would
shy away from any conference “dom-
inated” by labor.

The bickerings of these “promi-
nent” people can play an important
role only because the thousands and
thousands of real fighters for demo-
cratic rights who made the petition
campaign a success are not truly rep-
resented in the councils and are not
drawn into the fight.®

If the law is to be passed, and if -

it is to be enforced when it is passed,
the workers who want to fight dis-
crimination must be prepared to
carry on organized MASS ACTION
against the forces of Jim Crow. The
time to begin is NOW. The Workers
Party proposes to cut through the
back door maneuverings of a hand-
ful of inflated politicians, lawyers and
clergymen. Let the organized labor
movement call a march on Lansing!

LABOR ACTION
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An Editorial Statement .

IiBalance Sheet on Bilbo }

As a result of a parliamentary deal
in the Senate to allow Senator Bilbo
to hdve a suddenly announced oper-
ation on his cancerous jaw, the issue
of seating him in the Senate has been
temporarily avoided. The conflict be-
tween those Senators who wished to
bar him and those who planned a
filibuster to prevent such action,
threatened to hold up organization
of the recently convened Senate.

FEAR HE'LL TALK

Several reasons for this sudden
collapse of the attempt to unseat
him stand out:

1) The Southern Democrats’ threat
of a filibuster, if effective, could have
thrown the whole Senate into an
uproar and tied up its functioning.
This is; however, the LEAST impor-
tant reason.

Lift 30,000 Rents Each Month

OPA Has Lifted One Out of Every Sixteen Rent Ceilings Since 1942

Rent ceilings on apartments
and homes are being raised at
the rate of 20,000 to 30,000 a
month. Close to 1,000,000 indi-
vidual increases have been
granted since 1942, when ceil-
ings were first imposed. Since
about 16,000,000 housing units,
not including rooms, are under
control, that means that one
out of every 16 ceilings has
been LEGALLY lifted. This fig-
ure does not take into account
the undoubted hundreds of
thousands of cases where "un-
der - the - counter" deals have
been forced on tenants by land-
lords to raise rents on the sly.

[ Thess figures were reléased by oz.
M&lﬁ of the Office of rme ag

tration on January 5. They came to-
gether with an announcement that
in the month of November alone, up-
wards of 31,000 rent increases were
granted.

At the same time, OPA officials
announced that a statement of policy
would shortly be forthcoming on “re-
adjustment” of hotel rates, which led
hotel owners happily to speculate on
the possibility that hotel rates would
be increased.

These continued instances of whit-
tling down the effectiveness of rent
controls came after an OPA an-
nouncement on December 26 that
owners of converted dwellings can
charge $4.00 more a month over ceil-
ing rates for every $1,000 they spend
on conversions. The Housing Expe-
diter further announced that “serv-
ice charges” up to $3.00 a room per
month could be added to rental ceil-
ings: -

.,,EE‘?SP Jittle nibbles at rent Goutre}

—which add up to a big bite—are
preludes to the expected drive in
Congress to raise rent ceiling§ 10 to
15 per cent all along the line. One
thing should be remembered: they
may raise the rent ceilings or add
service eharges, but they've still got
to go out and collect. Raising rent
ceilings makes increased rent per-
missible, not mandatory.

In many parts of the country, block

to block organization of tenanis is
quietly continuing in preparation for
the big fight ahead on the rent front.
¥f the real estate gougers are to be
defeated, such organization must take
place now, to be ready when Con-
gress and the real estate lobby try
to up the ceilings.

To wait until an OPA ruling on
rents is announced would be a fatal
error. By then tenants might be
faced with an accomplished fact. It
is necessary to prepare now, so as
to initiate high-gedr tenant action as
goon as OPA makes a move.

\

2) The Republicans have already
achieved most of what they hoped
for. They put themselves in the pub-
lic eye as apparent enemies of Bilbo
in order to secure Northern Negro
and labor votes in the coming na-
tional elections.

That they are mnot basically op-
posed fo the discriminatory system
for which Bilbo stands is evident
from many facts, among them the
statement of théir House of Repre-
sentatives leader, Joseph Martin, that
they do not intend to push FEPC
legislation through Congress; and
their continued cooperation with
other Southern Democrats. Thus, the
Republicans-achieved a dual purpose.

They put themselves in the public
eye as “champions” of the Negroes’
rights and they did not fatally dis-
rupt their bloc with the Southern
Democrats whose support they desire
in mutually reactionary aims, such
as anti-labor legislation.

3) Still another powerful reason,
we believe, for the Senate “compro-
mise” was the understandable fear
of many Senators that Bilbo, in case
he was brought up on frial, would
spill the beans about corruption and
wartime profiteering of other Sen-
ators, as he had threatened to do.
For, on this matter, it is likely that
Bilbo knew what he was Ita]king
about; as a rascal himself, he prob-
ably has a lot of dirt on other ras-
cals.

Hence the fear that if Bilbo were
pressed to the wall, he'd implicate
others, both Democratic and Repub-
lican, was a powerful factor in the
agreement of the Senate to bury the
matter at present.

L ]
The Senate *‘compromise” demon-
strates conclusively that the two

capitalist parties have no genuine in-
terest in the abolition of Jim Crow-
ism. Basically, they are both attached
to it. What happened to the great
heroes who- were going to slay the
Bilbo dragon and ‘who dropped their
“principles” because Bilbo is sick?

Suppose Bilbo didn't have cancer,
what would they have done? And if
they're interested in barring Sen-
ators who prevent Negroes from vot-
ing, we can provide them with a long
list of Southern Senators, who, if not
4s personally nauseating as Bilbo,
are equally determined to keep the
Negro in chains.

While we are eager to drive Bilbo
out of public life, we cannot oﬁnd‘me
the  undemoecratic method by which
the Senate was preparing to bar him.
The attempt to prevent his being
seated meant to deprive him of the
right to speak in his defense on the
floor of the body taking action against
him. A democratic procedure would
have been first to seat him and then
to bring him up on tirial for expul-
sion on the ground that he violated
democratic rights of Negroes. This
matter  is particularly important,
since the proposed method of un-
seating Bilbo might set a precedent
for barring radicals or socialists in
the future.

And so nothing has been changed
basically. A messy compromise has
been worked out by which the issue
of Bilbo's seating has been post-
poned. But the basic issue—the con-
tinuation of Bilboism, the systern of
Jim Crowism and poll taxes and
lynching and white primaries—has
not been touched by the Senate and
so long as the Senate is controlled by
Democratic and Republican capital-
ist politicians will not be touched.

The whole incident has been used
by the Republican Party and the
“liberal” press to confuse what is
really at stake. "They have implied
that if the wretched Bilbo were re-
moved, all would be sweetness and
light. But we for our part—though
just as eager 1o drive Bilbo from
public life—urge Negro and white
workers to center their attention on
the main problem: the destruction of
Bilboism, the system of rac1al dis-
criminism.

That is the basic task and we must
not be deflected from-ite - -
]

By EMANUEL GARRETT

AND GOP JOCKEY
LABOR OFFENSIVE

President Truman, in his State of the Union message, extended
an offer of harmony to the Republican majority in Congress, pro-
posing that Democrats and Republicans unite in fashioning an
olive branch of peace that can be used as a whip against the
labor movement. Though Truman disclaimed any bid for punitive
measures against labor, and restricted his suggestions fo a few
"mild curbs,” his message makes it absolutely clear that the labor
movement will have to be alerted against a legislative assault.

It is not without reason that virtually every single newspaper
in the United States headlined Truman's request for “curbs™ o
labor's right to sinke. For that was the real essence of his mes-

Curran Wms
Support in
NMU Ranks

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—At a stormy
session in Manhattan Center last
night, Joe Curran, tough-talking NMU
president, obtained overwhelming
support from the membership for his
act in resigning from the co-chair-
manship of the Commitiee for Mari-
time Unity and extending an invita-
tion to all seamen's union leaders to
meet and possibly form a new unity
group.

Following his dramatic action a

few days before, Curran laid his
case before the seamen and was

‘adamant in his stand that he would

not participate in CMU regardless
of whether his action was approved
or mnot.

HITS CMU ACTION

The reasons for Curran’s with-
drawal from the Stalinist ‘“unity”
group of CIO seamen’s unions were
contained in a statement drafted by
Curran and placed in every mem-
ber’'s seat at Manhattan Center.
Curran’s action climaxed his defeat
in a series of “squeeze plays,” block
voting by the Stalinist participants,
on issues facing CMU. Curran com-
plained that he was consistently out-
voted by delegates from unions with
only a fraction of representation
and financial contribution to the
CMU treasury. In his plea to the
membership for concurrence in his
action, Curran reiterated time and
time again that the NMU was will-
ing to “work with the other unions
but not under them.”

A boiling point was reached re-
cently when Curran arrived in San
Francisco to talk over strategy with
the other CMU delegates and found
them already in separate negotia-
tions with the shipowners despite a
previous agreement not to undertake
such negotiations without consulting
all CMU participants. More than this,
Bridges of the Longshoremen, and
Bryson of the Cooks and Stewards,
had agreed to let their respective
cases go to arbitrafion. Curran said
he saw in this move the setting of a
possible precedent that would cause
an overall settlement of a craft un-
ion's demands to be used as a stand-
ard for NMU deck and engine crews
without NMU having hcdga chance to
negotiate for differentials.

* Curran claimed he urged the CMU
boys to at least give him a chance
to meet with the shipowners before
they agreed to arbitration, but he
was voted down by a 4-1 vote of the
“West Coast Section” which is Stal-
inist .controlled.
“ On his return to New York Cur-
(Continued on page 2)

sage, and the essential contenf
of his peace offering to the Re-
publicans. That Republican and
Democratic leaders, for the
most part, expressed high sat-
isfaction with Truman's propo-
sals is, in the nature of things,
to be taken for granted. That
some labor leaders, however,
also expressed themselves. as
satisfied indicates the clearest
need of rousing the vigilance of
the union movement.

Admittedly, the proposals were
“mild.” They are nevertheless suffi-
ciently vicious to open the gates to
sterner anti-union measures, It is in-
teresting to note that Truman is
hardly as specific in other sections
of his message as in its labor section.
Here he concretely proposes three
measures: to ban strikes over the in-
terpretation of a contpget; to ban ju-

“risdictional strikes; and to: ban, with-

in limitations, secondary boycotts.

WHY SO0 CAUTIOUS?

They are a far cry from the ex-

tremes of anti-labor Iegislatmn
threatened by various Republican
and Democratic Congressmen. And
for good reason.
e In the first place, Truman, and for
that matter the more astute Repub-
lican leaders, realize that they dare
not venture foo far afield, lest they
be smitten by the strength of an
aroused and powerful labor move-
ment.

Regardless of how weak may be

the spine of this or that labor lead-
er, the fact remains that the labor
movement 'is much too confident of
its ability, and much too sensitive of
its rights, to permit any legislative
tampering with those rights. Hence
the calculated attempt to present
these proposals as mild, inoffensive
and reasonable. .
e In the second place, Truman is
tossing the ball to the Republicans.
The big elections come in 1948. Or-
ganized or unorganized, there is such
a thing as the labor vote. According-
ly, the “responsible” Democratic and
Republican Party leaders propose to
proceed with more than. a little cau-
tion, despite the wild-eyed threats of
this or that individual.

It is one thing to make a bid for
the middle class vote against labor.
It is quite another thing to so an-
tagonize the labor movement, and
possibly broad layers, of the middle
class as well, as to weaken party
chances in 1948...and possibly en-,
courage what has already been given
concrete expression in many locali-
ties, namely, a Labor Party.

Thus we_ see, and will continue to
see throughout this session of Con-
gress, no small amount of jockeying.
Truman is, in effect, saying: this is
how far I propose to go, and I offer
it as a working basis against labor;
if you want to go further, I may be
“compelled” to sign your bills, but
the responsibility will be yours.

Let us examine these concrete
propositions, these “mild” curbs:

e Truman, you see, is not asking
that labor’s rights be invaded in any
(Continued on page'7)
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Goldman Is Chicago
Mayoralty Candidate

The Chicago Branch of the Workers Party announced
this week that Albert Goldman would be its candidate for
Mayor in the coming spring election. A campaign commit-
tee of trade unionists and veterans prepared plans to se-
cure the 88,000 signatures necessary to place him on the
ballot. Goldman is the former attorney of Leon Trotsky,
as well as a veteran of the American socialist movement.
A full report of the campaign plans, as well as.a blography
of Albert Goldman, appears on page. 8..
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Curran Wins Support of NMU Ranks - -

(Continued from page 1)

ran resigried from the CMU. The
line-up for debate on the question of
Cutrran’s résignation at the member-
§hip meeting was thé same as has
beeéh seen oii every isste since Cur-
{Fan’s:first/ blast .at the Stalinist ele-
fént when he contended ‘they were
“trying to make Communist poliey,
union policy.”

Joe Stack, Mackenzie,  and Smith
isttiéd shatéments assailing Curran
for his moVe and these mouthings
weie printed in the "Pilot," NMU or-
gdh. Support for Cirran came from
vite-president Lawrensen and Stone,
NMU treasurer. Stone pailited ut the
cunning "'conniving" of the Stalinists
in the use of CMU funds. He told of
the use of CMU funds, largely NMU
money, for a meeting in Madison
Square Garden which the various del-
egates at a negotiation session in
Washington had believed ill advised.
But because the CMU local N. Y.
Committee had some degree of ou-
tohiomy the meeting went on just the
same. The local CTMU committee is
packed with Stalinists, from the sea-
men's branch of the Stalinist Party.

In fact it was because the Stalin-
ists dominated the CMU that they,
rendered it useless, limited its mem-
bership to the NMU, to a few West
Coast craft unions, and to the CP-
dominated Bridges union of long-
shoreinen, and alienated the AFL
seamen’s ‘unions,

WILL ATTRACT MILITANTS

Now that the CP-Curran honey-
moon is over, one may expect Cur-
ran to reveal more details about
the NMU Stalinists’ dirty work of
“the past ten years. He will undoubt-
edly have much difficulty in placing
all the double-dealing at the door-
step of the Stalinist hacks in view
of his long association with them.
His past association with them will
make his fieht more difficult and will
bring from the CP the charge that
he was their partner in crime. But if
Curran continues his fight on his
militant program—he will have the
support of the vast section of Amer-
ican seamen.

As the fight pru‘céeds. Curran has
already exposed the West Coast
CMU's strikebreaking attempt against
the Muasters, Mates and Pilots (AFL)
when the CMU fold them to withdraw
their picket; lines.or have  them:
smashed. Only the solid stand by AFL
seamen, who made it clear that they
would permit no crossing of picket
lines, brought home to the NMU rank
énd file the unsavory role they were
being asked to play by CMU.

It was apparent that Curran in
his dramatic move delivered the
death blow to the CMU Stalinist
stooges, sensing the mood of the
membership, and made half-hearted
attempts to attack ¢Curran at the
meeting.

GROUND FOR UNITY

The line taken by the Stalinists,
Stack, Smith and Mackenzie, was
that the membership should ask
Curran to reconsider his hasty ac-
tion rather than to break up the
“anity” (?7) created by CMU. Car-
ran did not hesitate to credit the
initial unity as the basis of the gains
made by the seamen in the autumn
strike, but pointed out that the CMU

had degenerated into an organiza-
tion that indulged in ceaseless at-
tacks on the AFL unions and there-
by placed real unify in constant
jeopardy.

In his support of Curran, Lawren-
son ‘made it clear that the unsavory
record of Lundeberg and Hawks of
keeping the AFL-SUP lily white was
not unknown, but that the NMU lead-
ers hdd nome tod clédn records on
othér .questishs. The imporfant ¥hing,
he séid, was to find soie comimon
ground for anity for @ll seamen’s un-
ions h the face of pending Tegislative
assailts upon ¥he uniohs. In this man-
rer Lawrenton defehded Cirrran
against attémpts of the Stalinist, Joe
Stack, to intimate that Curran was
selling out the NMU to the AFL.

After interminable discussion Cur-
ran’s resignation was approved by
the membership and the death knell
for the Stalinist CMU was sounded.,

NOTICE TO STALINISTS

"Despite the existence of the Sea-
men’s Branch of the Communist Par-
ty, the Stalinists do not have a suffi-
cient majority in the NMU to con-
trol the membership on crucial is-
sues. They make policy for the NMU
in the same manner that they con-
trol other unions, 'thrqugh a small
clique of highly placed officers who
pose as the all-wise tacticians, abet-
ted by some garrulous members of
the party sprinkled throughout the

" union.

At no time did Curran engage in
red-baiting, but rather confined his
case to an attack upon the uwnscrupu-
lousness of the Stalinists. They were
unable to deny his charges about
CMU or to accuse him of bad faith.
The only charge they were able to
make was that he failed to consult
with them before he resignéd. Cur-
ran's answer was that he was "afraid
$o'" and the tumultous applause from
the membership was notice to the
Stalinists that they have begun to
smell and the fetor of their putrid
acls carriés even out to sea.

The membership understood only
one thing and that was that they
were getting a raw deal in CMU
and that Smith, Mackenzie and
Stack were trying to defend CMU
by the mealy-mouthed plea to “let’s
try to correct its minor weaknesses.”
The Communist Party in this coun-
try has.accused those workers in the
unions who fight their control as
being the tools of reaction and im-
perialism. This is a lie} These work-
ers, especially those in the NMU,
are now attempting to throw off
their backs the monster that has
forced them to be the tool of Rus-
sian imperialism, the monster dis-
guised as the “friend of the common

“man,” that has asked him to act as

strikebreaker against another com-
man man fighting to better his lot.
The fight against Stalinist control
in the NMU and all other unions is
a progressive one, not a reactionary
one.

MUST PUSH UNITY

Curran’s invitation to all seamen’s
unions, AFL and CIO, to meet and
join in a common front may well not
result in unity at the present time,
the competition of the various union
bareaucrats being an important fac-
tor. But the struggle for unity, real

Chicago Branch in Line
For NI Sub Drive Prize

The campaign that has been con-
ducted since November 1, 1946 on
behalf of The New International
will be formally concluded next
week, on January 14, 1947, with the
announcement of which branch of
the Workers Party has won the
prize originally offered for the most
successful and effective work done
during the campaign. This prize is
‘to be the complete, 12-volume set of
Lenin’s Selected Works, for the
branch Iibrary.

Although the, final results of the
icampaign will not attain the number
of mew subscriptions originally
hoped for, the number that have
been obtained (now approaching
250) wmade this work meore than
worth while. Expansion of news-
stand sales, particularly in New
York City, has likewise been heart-
ening. .

Newsstand sales in Néw York—in

“the boroughs of the Bronx, Manhattan

and Brooklyn, where the magatine is
now on display—were over 450 cop-
ies in the month of November, and are
expectad o be higher when final re-
turns are in for the month of Decem-
ber. The January, 1947, issue of the
magazine is now on display on all im-
portant newsstands,

Leading in the subseription drive
for the campaigh, as of now, is the
Chicago brarnch of the Workers Par-
ty, where & successful drive under
the able direction of Herman Mies
is now concluding. The Chicago
branch has obtained 52 subscriptions
with one week left to go. Detroit has
done well, but hasn’t been heard
from recently. Other branches still
have time in which to fulfill their
quotas and keep in the running for
the prize being offered. In next
week’s issue of LABOR ACTION we
will econclude this campaign with a
listing of the subscriptions obtained,
and announcement of the winner.

The New

INTERNATIONAL

—

A Monthly Organ of Revolutionary .M_?Q'rx'ism  —

4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.
Six Issues — Six Month Sabscription — $1,00
Enclosed is $1.00 for the Introductory, $1.00 Six-Month
Subscription to THE NEW INTERNATIONAL.
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unity, must be pushed by the mem-
bership of all seamen’s unions. Only
‘their insistence on joint action and
representation on joint union com-
mitteées will make unity possible.
The greatest unity ‘so fdr was the
unity the rank ahd file ‘itself created
when the government cracked Hown
on all seafarers and ‘Weélded the sea-
men of every AFL and ClO union into
.one tremendous picket line against

the shipowner government gang.
Lundeberg, Hawks, Curran and all the
‘Fést had to bow before this ‘solidar-
‘THy.

‘Despite the records of some of the
‘utiion leaders, all labor téalizes that
a ‘united front must be eérected
agdinst the coming 'legislative at-
tacks and steps in that direction are
being taken throughout 'the labor
movement.

va'emmém Board Aids
Company Scheme to Break
Strike at Allis-Chalmers

By KEN HILLYER
and MIKE HOLMAN

MILWAUKEE, Dec. 29—Throwing all
pretenses of “impartiality” to the
winds, the Wisconsin Employment
Relations Board ordered a collective
bargaining election today at the
strike-bound Allis-Chalmers plant in
West Allis, Wis.

The Board could not even wait
for the coming Congress to amend
the Wagner Act to give the bosses
the right to call for elections in a
plant at a time advantageous to them
even when a contract already exists.

Enown throughout the state for
its anti-labor record, this Board is
trying to use a completely comipany-
dominated “Independent Workers of
Allis-Chalmers” as its instrument fo
break the strike of workers affiliated
to Local 248 of the UAW-CIO.

By its action it has given wvalid
status to this fink and strike-break-
ing outfit. It completely pushed aside
Local 248's claim that the outfit is
company-dominated. In its rush to
serve the interests of the Allis-Chal-
mers Company, the Board overruled
the standard practice of first investi-
gating the charges of company domi-

nation, and then issuing an order. ,

The company wanted action, wanted
it now, and so these well-fed, com-
fortable Board members went through
with their Charlieg McCarthy act.
The Board had not been content
with issuing an order on December
27 limiting picketing to twenty per-
sons at each plant gate. It had to go

further- and ;issue -this ‘election, order.

for its propaganda value. The union
has answered this properly by disre-
garding the limit on picketing.

THE LINES MUST BE HELD!

The company has succeeded in
keeping the plant in partial opera-
tion for a number of months by the
use of faint-hearted workers who
have returned to work. However, this

DE MORNAY BUDD
WORKERS STRIKE
BRONX, N. Y., PLANT

NEW YORK — De Mornay Budd
workers are out on strike! This ma-
chine shop, which is one of the three
largest in the Bronx, is shut down
tight because it refuses to meet the
demands of the AFL International
Association of Machinists for a lid-

has not and cannot guarantee any
semblance of production.. Therefore
it tries to break the strike and effect
a complete refurn of its total force
of 12,000.

The Allis-Chalmers Company drew
$14,000,000 in tax rebates under the

notorious “Carry Back Law,” which .

has been called the greatest piece of
strike-breaking legislation ever en-
acted. On top of this, all the farm
egquipment ‘manufacturers are behind
AC and are usinggthis strike as a
test to break all utﬁﬁs. There is no
doubt that if AC \succeeeds, Inter-
national Harvestér will follow and
try its hand in_ breaking the union
at the Chicago Tractor and McCor-
‘mick Works of that company.

The leadership of the union is and
has ‘been completely Stalinist. The
AC workers are paying now for their
very pvor union leadership. AC wage
rates and working ¢onditions are
well below the scale in other UAW
shops in this area. In their typical
fashion of funcfioning as *“colonial
agents” for Joe Stalin, they have
failed miserably in building a strong
union, developing a real leadership.
During the war,: they outstripped
everyone in their “demand for pro-
duction, in ‘partiéipating in com-
pany-union committees, in failing to
protect the workers’ interests in the
plant. They never fully organized the
plant and in order’ to completely
control the local, obViotisly did not
want to. > st :

The solidarity of’the workers in
the J. L. Case strikeih Racine, Wis.,
is a ‘coniplete - confrast to “AC: There
the workérs “have ‘djebn ouf over a
year and there:is not the slightest
sign of a crack. The Case leadership
is solid, and the rank and file is de-
termined to win the strike and retain
their union. '

In spite of the fact that the lead-
ership of the local is Stalinist; in
spite of the fact that they have dem-

onstrated their incompetence in the.

past; in spite of the fact that R. J.
Thomas has taken over this strike
in a factional maneuver to buoy his
prestige as against Walter Reuther;
there are greater issues involved
than petty factionalism, personal
prestige, and party lines.

Victory in this strike must be won
by the workers of AC. Their jobs to
them are a life-and-death question.
The national leadership of the UAW
mustsrecognize this fact and put the
stténgth of the entire UAW to work
to win ‘a victory. The UAW is on the
spot. ‘

ing wage and because it provoked °

the union by firing six girls who
punched out a little early on New
Year’s Eve. The union membership,
fed up with the long delayed wage
increases which were promised to
them, voted unanimously to strike
at a meeting called immediately aft-
er the firing of the six girls.

De Mornay Budd has always prid-
ed itself on ifs paternalism toward
its- workers. It claims to maintain
the @leanest factory in New York
City. It claims that an employee can
appeal directly to the boss himself
about any wage problem, after he
has exhausted the chain of under-
ling commands, of course. And it
elaims to try very hard to give its
loyal employees all the overtime that
it can. Of course it says very little
about paying its employees a decent
wage rate so that all this overtime
will not be necessary for them to
earn enough to buy the week’s food
and pay the rent. :

85 CENTS FOR SKILLED WORK

The average worker in the plant
who is doing fairly skilled work in
comparison with any usual produc-
tion job, is p4id from 85 cents to 90
cents an hour. Only employees who
have been there several years earn
any more. The war veterans who
have just started at this plant earn
about 85 cents an hour for skilled
work.

The union, a slow, conservative
AFL leadership, has been’ negotiat-
ing a wage increase and a new con-
tract for some time now. The com-
pany - has repeatedly stalled ' on
granting the union a closed shop.
The closed shop is absolutely neces-
sary to the De Mornay Budd work-
ers because it will make the union
strong enough to demand better
wages, which is the long-run aim of
the AFL local.

Every worker in New York must
support the De Mornay strike. At
stake is not only the wages of De
Mornay workers but the extension of
unionism to the Bronx machine shop
industry. : :
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TEST FOR “RIGHT WING”

Recent elections in the Wisconsin
State €10 and in the Milwaukee In-
dustrial Union Council have returned
victorious the anti-Stalinist “right
wihg.” This is the issue that they
can show their mettle on. Aré they
merely an anti-Communist Party
clique intent on jobs and prestige?
Or are they interested in the wel-
fare of the trade union movement?
This is the isstfé which can prove the
score. ‘A real victory against Stalin-
ism in the union movement can be
won if this new leaddership can gain
the stupport of the ‘C1O and the AFL
in an all-out struggle for victory in
this strike.

Tests in court, sending telegrams
aré not enéugh! All labor must unite
and answer the bosses’ anti-union
drive. The lesson of Oakland, Calif.,
wheré the AFL successfully shut the
city down tight as an answer to an
attempt to break a strike of retail
clerks is one possible answer, If nec-
essary, it can be done in Milwaukee
and the whole state.

Make the AC company feel the
whole weight of the labor movement.
Make them negotiate with the Local
248 leadership, and not just go
through the preténsions. All-out sup-
port must be garnered, and a good
settlement will be reached. The sit-
uation is not hopeless. There is still
time for ACTION. .

— ~
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It is remarkable but not strange
that the great 1€aders of Marxist
thought, Marx, Engéls, Lenin and
Trotsky, ‘all took the keénest interest
in the Negro question in the United
States. 'The interest of Marx and En-
gels centéred chiefly on the Civil
War and Marx and Engels insisted
from the start that the issue at stake
was slavery. Trofsky always had a
passionate interest in the Negro ques-
tion and this was increased when he
‘came to live in Mexico. Of the four,
the one who seemed most remote
from the problemm was Lenin. Yet
in one of his lesser known writings,
he showed his interest in and knowl-
edge of the problem.

The work itself is not too edsy to
read. It is entitled Capitalism in Ag-
riculture and appeared in the very
last volume of his Selected Works
(in English). The origin of the work
is interesting and significant.

Lenin had been carrying on for
years a controversy with those who
were attacking Marx’s analysis of
the influence of capital pn agricul-
ture. This ‘was no mere “‘theoretical™
discussion with him or, for that mat-
ter, with them either. The driving
force of the Russian Revolution was
the agricultural question. Lenin in-
sisted that the penetration of capital
into the Russian countryside was cre-
ating a social differentiation among
the peasants, disrupting the tradi-
tional relations. He was particularly
emphatic on this disruption, on ihe
creation of wealtQy tenant-farmers
and owners on the ane hand; and on
the other hand, of a poor farmer who
worked for wages a few days in the
week.

Needless to say, it was in this dis-
ruption that he saw the growing ba-
sis of revolutionary struggle. His op-
ponents of all stripes continued in
various forms the old specifically
Russian thesis that the old communal
life of the peasants provided a basis
for some special type of Russian so-

cialism. This would avoid the an-,

- Tendls

tagonisms between capital and labor,
which terrified them with its pros-
pect of inevitable revolution. It 1is
characteristic of the methods of Bol~
shevism that Lenin gave his oppo-
nents no rest. However remote and
semi-scientific their theories might
be, he dragged their ideas out into
the opén and exposed their counter-
revolutionary implications, It was in
pursuit of these attackers of Marx
and enemies of revolution that Len-
in embarked on a study of capitalism
in American agriculture. He made a
close examination and study of the
American census of 1910 and wrote
his findings in one of the most solid

studies "of eapitalism in agriculture .

that it is possible to read. It is in
the course of this study that he had
occasion to deal with the Negro
question.

SLAVERY PERSISTS

He separated the South from the
rest of the United States, which he
,further divided into the highly or-
éanized individual farming of the
New England States, and the farming
of the broad acres in the Middle
West. And in his analysis of South-
ern farming, he paid special atten-
tion to the Negro question.

‘His analysis can be summarized as
follows: The abolition of slavery did
not entirely abolish all traces of the
old chattel slavery. They remained
in the subordination, the degradation,
the inhuman conditions of labor of
the Negroes. He details the number
of tenant farmers, their increasing

* decay, their poverty and misery and
laid’ special emphasis on the fact
that this tendency was bound to in-
crease.

Lenin wrote not only from analysis
of figures and of reading. As a study
of some of his other writings shows,
he had observed and analyzed a very
similar phenomenon in Russia. The
slaves had been freed in 1863. The
gserfs in Russia had been emanci-

pated in 1864. But despite the eman-
cipation, many of the old feudal con-

. ditions had persisted., In his analysis

of conditions in the South .among
the Negroes, he pointed out that the
remains of feudalism in Russia and
of chattel slavery in the United States
were much the same. He knew the
situation of the small tenant snd
the sharecropper in Russia on which
he had repeatedly written in the
past. He' recognized similar conditions
among the Negroes in the United
States. As a matter of fact, what is
quite revealing is that in his writings
on the social conditions in Russia he
lays heavy emphasis on the personal
tyranny exercised by the landlord
over the Russian sharecropper. And
after analyzing statistically the sit-
uation of the Southern Negro, he
writes as one who knows. One dan
imagine the situation of people who
live in those economic and social
conditions.

It would take too long here, that
is, in this column, to peint out the
highly instructive parallels between
the similar results of a certain eco-
nomic system even in countries so
widely different as. Czarist Russia
and the U. S. The point is that Len-
in, in his unwearying task of educat-
ing the Russian proletariat, made
analyses an: observations of the Ne-
groes in\Soulhern agriculture which
are of permanent value to us today,
over thirty years afterward.

A great revolution in Russia de-
stroyed that particular agrarian tyr-
anny. In the U. S. the tyranny still
continues, - though under different
conditions. Yet the basic pattern is
the same today as it was when Lenin
wrote in 1913, and we can say cate-
gorically that it is impossible to get
a real grasp of the social classes in
the agricultural South and their de-

“velopment during the past fifty years

without a close study of Lenin’s
analysis of Southern agriculture, and
his brief but pregnant presentation
of the Negro gquestion.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

A CLOSE-UP OF THE ECONOMY

Here, in brief, is a picture of U. S. economy today.
Total production is now roughly 13 per cent greater
than the average of 1941, the last pre-war year. But
the 1941 average, because of the “defense program,”
was far above any earlier peacetime level in our his-
tory. This year has not only brought a restoration of
the activities of peace industries, but has sent them
soaring to record levels—this, despite strikes and ma-
terials shortages....

_ Business inventories again rose in October, by $1.6
billions, largest rise on record, to an all-time high of $34
billions. The value of total inventories held by manufac-
turers was over $19.5 billions, the largest increase taking
place in the form of finished goods, which accoiinted for
45 per cent of the rise....Stores are full, wareliouses
are full, factories are full, the pipelines between are
bursting. The only shortages, save for a few exceptions,
are those artificially stimulated by Big Business. Put a pin
there, as Daniel Dé Leon used to say....

The Dep"a'f‘t'ment of Apriculture reports that food
prices have risen more in the past four months than in
any comparable period during the 33 years in which
records have been kept. Farm income for the first eleven
months of 1946 totaled $21.6 billion, 14 per cent more

than in the same period last year, and also an all-time -

high in history. Put a pin there.... ;

-hau"l_ now look. Savings of individuals are now the low-
est since 1941, according to the quarterly wnalysis of
savings compiled by the "S'ecliﬂ*l;is and Exchange Com-
mission. The trend of savings Incréased sharply in 1942
and '43 (forced purchase of war bonds, lack of consum-
ers’ goods), leveled off in 1944 dnd '45. Not only hdve
savings declined but there has been dn increase in con-
sumer indebtedness, as the masses fight a losing baitle
against high prices. Consumer debt increased by $1.4
billion in the third quarter. In the third quarter of 1946,
savings dectined from $5.3 billions to $4.3 billions, in
marked contrast to the hormal seasonal INCREASE. A
yedr ago, savings totaléd $10.3 billions. In 1944 they
stood ot the pepk of $39.9 biltions, IT DIDN'T TAKE BIG
BUSINESS LONG TO STAND US ON OUR HEADS AND
SHAKE THE MONEY OUT OF OUR POCKETS, DID IT?

National income in 1946 reached $165 billions, twice
as high as it was in the boom year of 1929, four times
as high as in 1932. (Remember when we used to quote
from the Brookings Institute study of “America’s Ca-
pacity to Produce,” and have some scissorbill in the
audience challenge us.) ... Well, we ought all to be
rich today, shouldn’t we? But we very obviously aren’t.
Indeed, millions of us are worse off than ever. Our real
wages—the goods our pay checks will buy—are lower,
That this is so is shown by the unprecedented borrow-
ing now occurring—what the Wall Street Journal re-
fers to as “a borrowing binge.” People all over the
country are trekking to commercial banks, personal
loan companies and pawn shops for cash. Some borrow
to patch up their homes. Some to pay the doctor. Most
just seek money to meet the day-to-day bills that their
wages don’t cover. . ;

Federal Reserve figures show personal loans (both
instalment and singlé payment) at the end bf Septem-
ber at $3.9 billion, compared with $2.5 billion at the
close of 1944, Charge account credit jumped from $1.7
billion to $2.5 billion over the same period. Loans made
for the purchase of autos and heavy household appli-
ances increased from $835 million to $1.2 billion....A
loan company official in Boston says that “in the last
two or three months, personal borrowing, here has
bounced up 50 per.cent above the 1945 level.,” Bankers
in Cleveland say that people in that city are now bor-
rowing money at about double.the rate of last year.
Police department records in Detroit show 670,000
pawnbroker tickets issued there in the first 11 months
of 1946, an increase of about one-fourth over the
545,000 of .4 year ago. In San Francisco the Bank of
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America in October had strictly personal loans totaling
$32 millions, compared with the total a year ago of
$18.8 million. In Portland, Ore., a pawnshop owner
says: “I'll say more people are asking for loans. Gold
watches ave piling up so fast in thiz place that I ean’t
move around it any more. I gave $20 on a watch a few
months ago, I'm only giving $10 now.”

The bankers aren't fooled when people say they need
the loan for "medical expenses.” And the bankers ought
to mow for it's their system and theéy own the country
and the very souls of the scissorbllls, "If all the p'éo'ple
who said they needed cash to pay doctor bills in the
last yeur have told the truth,” says one Cleveland Bdnk
official, "then the medics have been paid up 200 per
cent." Another barker says: "The high cost of living Kas
taken the savings margin out 6f many persons' incomes.
And when a contingency arises, théy have to come %o
the bank for help." Another suys: "More and more péeo-
ple are getting behind ‘on making ends meet.”... Who Is
doing the borrowing? In city after city, they report:
"Workers, mostly. Then office help, followed by foremen,
sales people, school teachers, the umskilled, professional
people, people with independent incomes.” That is just
about everybody excet America's 80 families and their
trusted retainers, isn't it2...

A big Seattle loan company reports that most per-
sonal loans have been going to people making $170 to
$25.0 a month. “But. very recently,” they say, “we’ve
noticed an increased -volume of borrowing by skilled
laborers making $300 to $400 a month, ‘And money re-
quests from steadily employed white collar people are
definitely on the increase.”...In Washington there’s a
state law that restriets the amount of a loan to any one
family from one company to $500, but doesn’t prevent
multiple loans from several companies. Many families
have received as high as six different loans from as
many companies. That is, they are in hock to the sharks
for months to come. So loan companies in Seattle have
organized an exchange designed gradually to limit the
number of loans to three to a family.

I know there’ll be some brainy liberal reading this
column who'll say knowingly: “Sure. It's just the work-
ers taking out loans to. blow themselves to the new
gadgets on the market.”

But it is not that at all. "During the war,” says one
big hockshop operator, "we got the sporting element—

people who wanted to play the horses or gamble some

other way. They brought in cheup rings and ‘gtidgets.
Now weé're ge¥ting pedple Who have to pty the reht.
They"bring in good jewelry, fur coats, expensive ‘ca-
eras. ...

: L?_an‘ men say that not much of today’s loan money
is going to buy autos, furniture, household appliances.
First, there aren’t too much of these commodities on
the market. Slecond, government credit restrictions pre-
vent a lot of time purchasing by lower income groups.
Third, a lot of the durable goods sold are going for
cash, to the profiteers., One loan man explains that it
takes a monthly income of $500 to handle & new car on
time. “And most people aren’t making that kind of
money,” he says.

WHAT IT ADDS UP TO

Peacetime. production highest in history. Big Busi-
ness profits highest in history. People not getting haek
in wages the value of what they produce. Over-produc-
tion. The masses going in debt. B-0-0-0-O-M. The
economists of the CIO are a hundred times cortéct
when they contend that business, by and large, can
raise wages 25 to 30 per cent without increasing prices,
and STILL enjoy profits higher than the pre-war level.
But will business agree to that? Why should they?
They have the power, they own the government. But
that is what unions and national labor parties and a
workers’ and farmers’ government in Washington are
for. To take that power over our lives away from Big
Business and vest it in ourselvés. Future generations
will wonder why we took so long to act.
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| cial ‘newspaper of the ‘Communist’
| Party.—N. Y. Times.

By C. T. HOLLOCHER
Faced with the irresistible force of

the movements of colonial independ- |

ence, the imperialist nations veer and
tack to maintain their

pelled to surrender political contrel.
This is to be noted particularly in the
case of India and Burma, Indonesia,

and in part, Indo-China and the new '

republic of Viet Nam. In the latter
case, the French are more.determined
Yo retain not only economic centrol,
but as much political dominion as pos-

sible over the area formerly called .

Indo-China (composed of six prov-
inces of which the most important are
Cochin-China, Tonkin and Annam, now
khown as the Viet Nam republic).
Caught in the vise of their disin-
tegrating social order at home and
the increasing power of the inde-

pendence movements in the colonies, -

the 'imperialist powers have devel-
oped a new strategy which is a de-
parture from the old method of rule
by the “sword.” That is not to say
that the “sword” is no longer em-
ployed. But it is no lgnger the sole

or primary method; it is now a re- :

serve instrument employed to accom-
pany the new “economic and politi-
cal” approach. The big powers are
quite willing to grant political con-
cessions, to set up guasi-native gov-
ernments, joint native-empire ré-
gimes, or even to grant complete
political independence, on condition
that they retain complete economic
domination over the wealth of the
colonial areas.

In Indo-China, however, we have
a somewhat different situation,
France is more adamant in its oppo-
sition to the political independence
of the whole of Indo-China. The
more feeble its power, the more vig-
orously it pursues the struggle to
maintain the greatest. possible con-
trol of its colonies.

French capitalism, utterly depend-
ent on its colonial empire, shudders

Who Else?

MOSCOW, Jan. 5 — The majer
powers should not be regarded as
"potential violators" of
any convention govern-
ing fthe control of
atomic ‘energy,
according to
the Soviet
viewpoint, ex-
pressed ' today
in Pravda, offi-
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when it realizes that freedom for
Indo-China, would not only deal an
enormous blow to its economy, but
would also incite the powerful inde-
pendence movements of its colonies
in Africa and elsewhere.

Only the force of arms maintains
the power of imperialism in the co-
lonial countries; without arms and
without the assistance of native mis-
leaders who have been bribed by a
share of super-profits, the imperial-
ists would have been driven out of
the colonial world long ago.

All the clever diplomacy invented
by imperialism would have ‘been un-
availing were it not for its military
power over the colonial nations. But
even this is reaching its limit. One
aggravating factor is the drive .of
cal independence for the colonies in
order to open their doors to its eco-
American imperialism to defeat its.

weakened.
power by economic domination of the
colonies even where they are com- :

New Methods and OId Goals in
Imperialist Rule of the Far East
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By ALBERT GATES

PTVAHE publication of the
Tnow celebrated and sharp-
ly disputed Nathan Report for
the .CIO in preparation of its

industry-wide wage increases

| has brought forth an official

“refutation” from the NAM
through its hired economist,

Prof. Ralph Robey, as well as nu-
merous replies from the editorial
and financial writers of the daily
press. Many reams of paper are now
being filled in a battle of statisties,
the net effeet of which is to obseure
" the real issues involved, namely:
whether industry and finance are in

a position to grant new wage in-

rivals by advocating a quasi-politi-
nomice exploitation. This presses the
other imperialist powers, especially
the French, against the wall.

Last March, at Fontaineblean,
France, an agreement was reached
between the French government and
the Viet Nam, which projected an
Indo-Chinese Federation to include
the important Cochin-China prov-
ince and its ecapital, Saigon. The
French promised to hold a referen-
dum in which Cochin-China would
decide whether to remain an inde-
-pendent province or join in a feder-
ation with Viet Nam.

The referendum has not yet been
held. The reason for this is that the
French are opposed to a unjon of
‘Viet Nam and Cochin-China. They
know what the results of a referen-
dum would mean: Cochin-China
would vote overwhelmingly for such
a union. This is indicated by the fact
that newspapers advocating union of
the provinces outnumber separatist
-papers by twenty to one.

First, the French divide the coun-
try and maintain the division; then,
they oppose federation on the

~sground that the peoples are divided!
To complicate the situation “even
more,.the French refuse to recoghize
the Viet Nam republic below the 16°
latitude, thus splitting the independ-
ent province in two.

In addition, the French complain
that there are some former Japanese
soldiers in the Viet Nam army, but
they neglect to mention that the
number of Japanese serving Viet
Nam does not begin to equal the for-
mer German prisoners in the French
Foreign Legion, fighting in Indo-
China.

The difference, however, is more
fundamental: the former Japanese
soldiers are in-an army fighting for
colonial independence, while the for-
mer German soldiers are serving an
imperialist force assigned the task
of .putting down the struggle for
Indo-Chinese freedom. Referring to
these German soldiers, now serving
French imperialism, Robert Trum-
bull, writing in the New York Times,
says:

In the December 28, 1946, issue
Leon Blum, leader of the French

Nam.” :

-der Leon Blum’s picture. At a time

at a time when the :party of Leon

:independence for Viet-Nam.
We wish to ask Oak, and we a

Chinese the way your “comrade”
tinian Jews?

The New Leader Doesn’t

And Indo-China Freedom

in the regular column which Liston Oak writes, Trends, a picture of

panying caption: “LEON BLUM—Reaffirmed Independence for Viet.

The New Leader is-a Social :Democratic paper and Liston Oak_ is
its managing editor, though ‘he professes a certain organizatu_mal in-
dependence from -the :Social Democrats. Oak has made a specialty of
writing preachments about - “democratic values” and in a recent debate
with Max Shachtman, chairman.of the ‘Workers Party, attacked: Bol-
shevism for what he ealled its “undemocratic” practices.

Now there dppears in his column this really remarkable taption un-

' General Jacques Leclerc and several thousand troops from North Africa
to aid in the suppression of the Indo-Chinese independence movement;

and- the Stalinists has votéd:in the Chamber ‘of ‘Deputies ¥or motions
of support -for the troops attempting ‘to reestablish the cantrol of French
.imperialism ‘in :Indo-China (see -last week's LABOR ACTION for exact
reports of this); at ‘this time Liston Oak, the ‘defender of "democratic
values” carries In:his column:the outright fals¢hood that Blum reaffirms

would be greatly interested in his reply:

Is not your “comrade” Leon Blum the Premier of the G_overn_mer{t
which has sent Leclere, notorious for his previous record ‘of anti-
democratic suppression, to Indo:China to help smash the ‘Viet Nam?

Did pot your “comrade” Blum retract his pusillanimous statement in
Le Populdire abiout fieédom for Inde:China In faver of a -ﬂgl:{_n_en!-
urging its "freedom within the framework of the French union“—the
favorite dodge of all supporters of imperialism? _

And what will you, Liston Oak, and your New Leader with all its
democratic pretentions. now say about the imperialist record of the
French Social Democrats who are going their (and your) comrades
of the British Labor Party one better—though there have not yet been
reports of your “comrade” Blum’s troops ‘legally whipping ‘Indo-

For. the question is, Liston.0Qak, what price “democratic values?” ,

About Blum

of The New Leader, there appears

Social Democracy with an accom-

‘when Blum's government is sending

‘Blum in conjunction with the MRP

re certain the entire radical .public

Bevin’s troops-‘legally whip Pales-

—I. H.
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: ".Tln\ose characters have been known,
when intoxicated, to swagger about
the streets of Saigon In groups sing-
ing the Horst Wessel song and rau-
cously sieg-heiling.”

Now, the French have returned
Admiral Thierry d’Argentieu as
High Commissioner of Indo-China.
The admiral, who is also a Catholic
priest, is intensely hated by the peo-
ple of the colony. To Viet Nam, this
action is regarded as a provocation.
But that is not all. The hope of the
Indo-Chinese that the new govern-
ment of Leon Blum would help their
struggle for independence was rude-
ly set back when the so-called social-
ist .government, decided to reinforce
Admiral d'Argentien with the re-
turn of the notorious Gen. Jacques
Leclere, who gained fame in his sup-
pression .of the national movement
in-Indo-China during the time when
he was French Commissioner at
Hanoi.

"If anyone," writes Trumbull, "is
more disliked by the Annamites than
Admiral 'd'Argentiey it is General
Jacques Leclere...."

The result of this new develop-
ment has been the intensification of
prepatrations for war by both sides,
the French determined to prevent
the complete independence of the
colony, while the overwhelming ma-
jority of the people of all the prov-
inces ‘are just as determined to fight
for their freedom. In this situation
the workers of all countries can do
only one’ thing: support the inde-
pendence movement against French
imperialism, with the ringing ery

HANDS OFF INDO-CHINA!

creases without increasing prices.

‘Mr. Nathan maintains that on the
basis of present profit levels and the
prospects for 1947, it is possible for
industry to grant a .25 per cent in-
crease in wages without increasing
prices. He did not say that all
branches of industry, or that every
company within a given branch,
were capable of granting such in-
creases. As can be seen from the re-
port, its greatest wvalidity applies
precisely to large-scale, monopolis-
tic, mass production industries
where the CIO.is concentrated.

Drs. Robey and Jules Backman,
the latter associate professor of eco-
nomics at New. York University who
joined Robey in an attack on Na-
than, are both,spokesmen for big
‘business. Robey, for many years con-
nected with New York University, is
a ‘“business man’s” economist, and
the economics, department of the
school has long .been noted for its
outspoken bias in behalf of big busi-
ness and the profit system. Robey
and Backman deny the ability of in-
dustry to pay.a:wage increase with-
out again increaging prices. Echoing
the interests. of big. business, they
‘declare that “if-things ‘could Teinain
as they are competition and the old
law of supply and demand would
prevail and the national economy
‘would straighten out.”

In behalf of the NAM, Robey pre-
posed either: "1. ‘Hold wages steady
and thereby ‘keep the way open for
‘competition dnd ‘buyer resisfance to
‘hold prices #o proper-levels.” Of:

‘"2, Give another round of wage in-
creases and thereby force prices still
higher—higher, as shown by the ex-

struggle for nation-wide .and

perience of earlier this year, by just
.about the amount of the wage in-
crease.”

The history of the nation shows
that while in general, competition
and the law of supply and demand
effect the level of prices and con-
tribute to their fluctuations and ad-
justments, the era of monopoly has
mitigated this law considerably; it
no longer operates as fireely as it did
during the years when a free and
competitive economy was the out-
standing feature of capitalism.
Again, the veal economic history of,
the nation shows that even when
competition and the law of supply
and demand did operate more free-
ly, wages mnever kept abreast of
prices, and certainly, they never kept
abreast of profits which always out-
distanced the income of the wage
earner,

When Robey and his like-minded
economists ask for the operation of
so-called natural laws, they are
merely asking the mass of people in
this country to await adjustments
in the economic situation initiated by
the capitalists themselves — adjust-
ments which can only come at the ex-
pense of labor.

If labor’ is to hold its wages
“steady” and await this period of
adjustment, i.e., “for competition
and buyer resistance to hold prices
to proper levels,” the mass of people
will in the meantime continue in its
present economically depressed state
as it has for a considerably long pe-
riod of time already. That Robey
himself does not believe in “buyer
resistance” iz disclosed in the rather
violent interview he gave to the
press which is recorded in “Wash-
ington Memo” of the New York
Post:

"Did he (Robey) favor organized
consumer resistance to higher prices
including mass pledges: to ‘boycott
high-cost goods? Robey doubted that
such methods would be 'effective.’ ™

The interview revealed that Robey
was mot' a disinterested professor
seeking  answers to ‘an ' economic’
problem, but was an extremely con-
scious capitalist economist serving
his one real master: the National
Association of Manufacturers. The
Post report recorded the following
exchanges:

“Could he offer any advice fo fami-
lies that were unable }o purchase vi-
tal foods? Robey pointed out that di-
ets were flexible things; beans could
be substituted for meat until prices
fell. . . . Another correspondent, voic-

Threw the NAM Into a Panic
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ing polite impatience over Robey's in-
sistence that prices would automatic-
ally decline, if wages were ecurbed,
asked -how low-income families could
be protected in the interim. 'By the
American system that has made us.the
envy of the word,' Robey replied
sagely and vaguely. . . . ;

“Finally, a correspondent steod up
and scid a little heatedly (the press
conference was indeed a stormy one,
with reporters unable to get an hon-
est objective statement of facts from
the professor) that it was fine to de-
bate mathematics, but what hope did
‘the NAM offer to a family head earn-
ing $45 a week—or less—in inflation-
ary ¢imes.

"'l don't know what he can do,' Ro-
bey began. As the critical silence
«decepened, he ‘added, hesitantly:

" *He can bargain for more. I'm all
in favor of his bargaining.' "

HOW CAN ONE JUDGE?

The details of the Nathan report
are not too important. What does
stand out in it, is that profits are
now the highest in history. From the
point of view of profits and the wel-
fare of the capitalist class (and Na-
than is a pro-capitalist economist!)
it is more than able to increase the
share of the worker in the national
product. It is entirely beside the
point that Nathan’s prognosis of
:8;000,000 unemployed after the war
did not actually occur. (We might
advise these gentlemen of the NAM
that as long as they hold the reigns
in this ecountry, they will not be dis-
appointed in respect to mass unems+
ployment. Even a Robey will recog-
nize the long lines of jobless.) But

Trade Union Struggle Against Stalinism Spreads Through Lgél-iii -A_m'ericu:

By A. FERRARA

New fuel has been added to ithe
fires of dissension raging within the

‘Stalinist dominated Latin-American’
"Federation of Labor (CTAL). The

latest -blast :against the Communists
was delivered :by Bernardo Ibanez,
trade -union leader of Chile’s Social-

ist Party. In answer to a plea by

CTAL president, the ‘Mexican -Stal-
inist, Lombardo Toledano, for trade

qunion unity between the warring so-

cialists and communists .in Chile,

Ibanez said, “We are not ready here

to accept any understanding with
the Communists who have a single
international organization, a single
line of conduct, and a single discip-
line.” Ibanez also charged dissident
labor elements who “have organized
another Labor Union Central using
our name, represent a totalitarian
doctrine, lack of freedom of action
and obey with discipline the orders
and directives of the Communist
Party, carrying into the labor strug-
gle the same -methods employed ‘by
that party. The Communists are try-
ing to dominate the working classes
and .are employing for it,.methods of
coercion perhaps worse than those
employed by the Nazis to dominate
Europe.” (New. York Times, Decem-
ber 26, 1946.)

It should also be noted that the
Chilean Socialist ‘Party, the only im-
portant Social-Democratic group in
Latin-America, called a continental
"Socialist Congress in the Spring of
1946 to organize the ' struggle
-against Toledano :and the Stalinists.
Among .those invited to this so-called
Socialist Congress were -the -then-
acting President of Chile, a pro-
United ‘States -middle ‘class -politi-
.cian, Alfredo -Duhalde, and -Haya De
La Torre, leader of Peru’s Aprista
movement. De La Torre, who once
vowed ‘to drive ‘American imperial-
ism out of South America now vows
that he is a friend of the United
‘States. In -addition, Ghile’s Socialist®
have called.upon the American AFL
for support in the struggle against
the Stalinists. Clearly, one of the
forces ‘shaping-‘the “conflict :in .the
leadership of the :CTAL and its na-
tional aﬂ‘iliat%s is the struggle be-
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tween those loyal to Washington and
those loyal to Moscow.

THE ‘BACKGROUND

Some pertinent facts reveal that
the drive initiated by Chile’s reform-
ist-Socialists is inspired neither by a
desire for independent working class
policies, nor by any moral opposition
‘to the totalitarian structure and
methods of the Stalinist Party. The
truth is that from 1936 until the
migddle of 1945 (with the exception
of the Stalin-Hitler interlude) the
Socialists worked hand in hand with
‘the Stalinists to bind the workets of
Chile to a Popular Front coalition.
In 1986, the various trade .unions
dominated respectively by the ‘Stal-
inists and the -Socialists were
merged in ohe federation, the CTCH,
with ‘Bernardo Ibanez :as ppresident.
At the same time a political popular
front coalition was formed.

In 1939 the Popular Front coali-
tion, composed of -Stalinists, Social-
ists and the middle class Radicals,
jput its .presidential ecandidate,
Aguirre Cerda, into office. Like its
European ¢ounterparts, Chile’s Pop-
ular Front Government promised a
great deal, ‘but did ‘very ilittle about
the serious problem of -inflation
which has plagued Chile’s economy
for a decade and ahalf. >

Wheén Cerda died in 1941, the same
Popular Front Coalition replaced him
with dnother ‘middle class radical po-
litico, *Juan Antonio Rios. ‘Rios began
slowly moving to the right, assuming
more ‘and more dictatorial powers.
The strong wave 'of :disillysionment
and apathy that swept through the
working class over the performance
of the Popular Front government ex-
pressed itself in the parliamentary
elections of March, 1945. The Con-
servatives (big landowners) and ‘the
Liberals (big bourgeoisie] won a ma-

% jority, while the socidlist and Stalinist
sector of the Popilar Front Codlition
lost 40 per cent of its electoral vote
and a third of its deputies. The big-
gest lesses of dll were incurred by the
Socialist ‘Party which dropped 'from
.80,000 to 30,000 votes, and from 18
to 6 deputies. Rios, meanwhile, had
openly ‘congluded an alllance with the

T

liberals, and reshufied his cabinet by
forcing the Socialist ministers out and
replacing them with right-wingers.
‘Forced to drop out of politics be-
cause of sickness, Rios handed his of-
fice over to VicePresident Alfredo
Duhalde in Januaury, 1946, Duhalde,
alsc a radical, took over and prompt-
ly continued Rio's anti-labor drive,

When two strikes.broke out in the
northern nitrate districts of Mapo-
cho and Humberstone, Duhalde re-
voked the legal status of the unions,
ordered them dissolved, put the mili-
tary into his cabinet and permitted
them to unleash a savage wave of
terror against the workers. Realiz-
ing that it was a question of life and
death, Ibanez, as president of the
CTCH, immediately ordered a 24-
hour general strike to defend the la-
bor movement from the government
assault. A demonstration in the city
of Santiago, called by the CTCH on
January 28, 1946 was fired upon by
‘the -police, resulting in 9 killed and
a hundred injured. Immediately, the
government proclaimed a 60-day
state-of-siege .and .ordered the whole-
sale arrest of the CTCH leadership.
In self-defense the CTCH leader-
ship, -the Stalinists and Socialists
who had put this government into
power, ordered a generzl strike un-
til the governmental ' terror was
called off ‘and the legality of the un-
-ions restored.

STALINIST-SOCIALIST -SPLIT

Faced with the prospect of civil
war, acting president Duhalde, re-
treated and started negotiations with
the Socialist leaders. The Socialists
demanded complete legality, a mini-
mum of social reforms enacted (!)
and four cabinet posts. The Stalin-
ists who also wanted cabinet repre-
sentation called another general
strike without the .agreement .of
Ibanez, the president of the CTCH
“or other Socialist trade union lead-
ers. The Stalinists demanded, repre-
‘sentation in:the-eabinet, and, second-
‘ly a break in diplomatic relations
with. Franco and Peron. (This was
before the Stalinists had switehed to
Peron.) Because the .Socialist trade
unions refused to support the Stalin-

ists, the general strike failed. In re-
taliation for this aet, the Stalin-
ists having a majority in the CTCH,
deposed the Socialist, Ibanez, as
president of the Federation and be-
gan a hot campaign of slander and
filth against Ibanez in particular
and the Socialists in general.

The Stalinists, undeterred by their
/initial failure, have finally succeeded
in gaining entry into the Chilean gov-
.ernment. It was the Communist Par-
4y's 40,000 votes which decided the
presidential election of October 1946
in favor of Gonzalez Videla. In re-
turn for this favor, Videla, also a
radical, .and an ;old thand -at the game
of. Popular Frontism, since he was a
key figure in creating the original
coalition in 1936, appointed Stalin-
ists to 3 out of 11 cabinet posts. The
Stalinists, who up until 1945 permit-
ted the Socialists to have the avail-
able caobinet .posts have now -#aken
over .as_the "working class represent-
atives' in .the Chilean government.
This is the original bone of contention
betwéen the Stalinist and :Socialist
‘bureaucrats.

A word must be said about the
howls of anguish that were heard in
Wall Street and Washington when
the three Stalinists were appointed.
The :anxiety that gripped American
imperialist circles has well-known
economie, political and  military
roots. First -of all, most of Chile’s
mineral ;wealth, her main :asset, s
owned by American corporations.
The Guggenheims dominate in the
mitrate field, Anaconda owns - the
richest copper mines in :the world,
and Bethlehem Steel has a big inter-
est in Chile’s iron mines. Besides
realizing super-profits for American
imperialism, these raw materials are
the sinews .of war, and are needed
by the United States. During World

War TI, 95 per cent of Chile’s ex-

ports in his field went to the United
States, It so happens that the
stronghold of the Chilean Stalinists
/is ‘among the organized workers in
‘the copper, nitrate and coal indus-
tries. Since like the other Latin-
American Communist Parties, the
.Chile CP has' promised to work for
:a Russian victory -in case of another

there is one ‘important dispute be-
tween Robey and Nathan: Robey in-
sists the way to proceed in this pres#
ent desperate situation ‘is to permit
prices to decline and allow an ad-
justment in the living standards of
the people to occur in this way. Na-
than says that prices will never de-
cline to proper levels and the way to
achieve a balance is to increase
wages — otherwise, the country is
faced with a sharp crisis.

Robey insists that Nathan cannot
judge profits because he cannot know
what 1947 will be like. Backman
joins him in saying that the Nathan
report is “speculative.”

The hypocritical New York Times,
which has repeatedly criticized the
Nathan report editorially, and is the
most consistent spokesmen for big
business profits against higher
wages, was compelled in its New
Year financial page to record two
important facts about the prospects
for 1947. In one article entitled “Big
Year Expected in Heavy Industry,”
its writer, Hartley W. Barclay,
writes:

"Record backlogs and firm orders
for durable goods, ‘equipment, tool™

aiid machinery lines now on ‘hand’
point to 1947 prospects for stabilized

production at a high level, with the
major trend of increased preductivity
in evidence as assurance of a strong
upward surge in this ‘field of business.

"The underlying ;post-war -develop-
ment which provides proof of the fur-
ther -bulwarking of the American eco-

‘nomic scene, largely based upon ‘cap-

ital goods' investments, is the further
increase in the investment of caplital

(Continued on page 6)

o

Opposition to CP in Chile Unions Increases

war, the oratorieal knife the Stalin-
ists brandish has a sharp edge to it.
However, all of this is the thunder
of the juture.

THE NEW SITUATION

The central fact remains that
there has been no real change in
Chile’s political life. The middle-
class politicians, the radicals, ‘have

merely changed partners in thecyn-

ical game, of Popular Frontism, i.e., -
the job é

while keeping the workers in check.
Chile’s middle class has a difficult
job of maintaining power because
economieally it is caught between
the powerful landowners whose big
estates it dare not touch, and the
American interests whose mining
properties it dare not expropriate.
Within .this limited framework,
Chile’s middle class has tried to. -
solve the problem of financing in-
dustrialization by way of ruinous in-
flation. The new president, Videla,
has made it quite clear that he in-
tends no serious changes-in the eco-
nomic status quo. As for the Stalin-
ists, Videla showed his contempt for-

them by giving them the posts of

Communications and Public Works,
Agriculture, and Lands and Coloni-
zation. The- government’s “working
class representatives” were not in- -
trusted with the post of labor minis-

ter which was handed over to a

member of . Videla’s own radical
party. » ’

If we.sum up the developments in
Chile we get the following picture:
(a) The Chilean trade union move-
ment has ‘been grievously weakened
and set back by the split between
the Stalinists and the reformist So-
cialists. (b) :The shaky political po-
sition of the middle class has been
re-established after the naked at-
tempt to suppress the labor move-
ment in January, 1946. (c¢) Ameri-
can investments .in Chile still con-
tinue to draw profits for Wall Street.
(d) Stalin has gained one more
sounding board, one more voice in
his international chorus for the
present, and for the hypothetical fu-
ture he has a potential threat to

American. control .over .Chile’s nat-

ural, Tesources,
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The Liberals and

Futility run rampant might best de-
scribe the new Henry Wallace organiza-
tion of liberals, the Progressive Citizens *

cof America (PCA), born in a merger

of some ten groups, of which the main
ones. were the National Citizens-PAC and
the Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sci-
ences and Professions. It is a creature that
reached the apex of its existence in the
ballyhoo that attended its formation at a
conference in New York. Its life hence-
forth will be an anti-climactic chase after
newspaper publicity.

If, however, it served only as a platform

. from which “grass roots liberals” could

proclaim their confusion, there would be
small point in our giving it more than
passing attention. Unfortunately, though
it is unlikely to attract any considerable
number of workers to its muddle-headed-
ness, it will serve as an impediment on
the road to a Labor Party. And the same
is true of the Union for Democratic Ac-
‘tion, which is meeting in Washington as
we write and is attended by a greater rep-
-resentation of unions. '

Neither of these bodies is or can be a
Labor Party. Yet they will sedulously try
to convey the impression that they are the
equivalent of, if not actually, a Labor
Party. With important union leaders con-
tributing to that illusion, the effect of

usi: these, arganizations can be: (a) to steer;

workers away from Labor Party organ-

- ization into the swamp of middle-class lib-

eralism; or (2) to discourage workers who
understand the need of political organiza-
.tion from taking steps in that necessary di-
rection as they observe the utter hopeless-

. ness of these experiments.

Of the two, the Wallace organization is
likely to make more noise, if only because
of the current news value in Wallace's
name. But its legs are so shaky that it
cannot state its relations with the Demo-
cratic Party clearly. Harold Ickes, an ex-
colleague of Wallace and a former leader
of ICC of ASP, has, for example, written:

~“In short, there was little new about
this organization except the substitution

-of a fresh title for stale ones. However,

among those prominently present was Mr.
Henry A. Wallace, who, when last heard
from, had been proclaiming that the only
sure road to liberalism lay through the
corrupt city machines and the poll-tax
states of the Democratic Party. Appar-
ently, Mr. Wallace has abandoned the

" theory ...that the liberal movement can
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live, breathe. .. in the noxious exhalations
of the Democratic Party.”

Everything about the new organization
seems to be a colossal joke, though the
damage it can do will not be a laughing
matter. It has two co-chairmen, thirty (!)
vice-chairmen and a national board of di-
rectors of two hundred (!), almost all of
whom represent no one but themselves.

Mr. Ickes is stronger for the Union for
Democratic Action. It has on its rolls a
numbBer of trade union leaders, some of
whom when last heard from were actively
promoting a third party, while others
were opposing it, and such notables as
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr. The difference
between the two organizations is one of
policy on Stalinism and on Russia. The
Wallace outfit is generally pro-Russian,
has the support of all the Stalinist writers
and actors and artists, and may try to
grow up into a third party if the Demo-
cratic Party spurns Wallace in 1948. The
other is pointedly anti-Stalinist. Though
we have yet to see the program of the
UDA, it will very likely be. little different
from that of the PCA—New Deal liberal-
ism in a post-war frame.

" Our advice to labor is to flee from both
these organizations. At best they offer the
road of third partyism, and that “best”
can produce little better than disaster.
Third partyism is an attempt to make cap-

italist politieg - palatable to labor by dress-

ing in the tattered robes of nineteenth-

a Third Party

requires a party of its own, built primar-
ily upon the class organizations of labor,
that is, the unions.

Wallace, Ickes, FDR Jr., none of them
have any place whatsoever in the politi-
cal organization that labor needs to build.
At best—we repeat that—third partyism
can duplicate for labor its experience with
the Democratic Party of Roosevelt. Wal-
lace, Roosevelt—these are men who rep-
resent the capitalist class; its most liberal
wing, to be sure, but the capitalist class,
nevertheless. They have no fundamental
link with the needs and aspirations of la-
bor. And cannot have. Whether or not
they break decisively with the Democratic
and Republican Parties, or get anywhere
at all, which is doubtful, we must not per-
mit them to disorient that section of the
labor movement which is striving for po-
litical expression,

Some CIlO unions were represented at
the PCA conference. At the UDA confer-
ence, Carey will be representing CIO
President Philip Murray. Attending also
will be Dubinsky of the AFL needle-trade
workers and A. Philip Randolph of the
sleeping car porters' union. To all of these
the rank and file of the unions ought to
address a clear and unambiguous appeal

that they quit playing around with the

question of political organization and get
down to the business of organizing.a party
of labor that IS a party of labor.

Rumor has it that President Murray
may dissolve the PAC as a national organ-
ization before long. As it exists today, an
appendage to the Democratic Party ma-
chine solemnly attending the conferences
of “American liberalism,” it really has
little reason for existence. Turned into a
Labor Party, however, it would have ev-
ery reason to exist and become the pow-
erful political voice of labor.

That is one of our major jobs in the
unions today, above all in the CIO unions
—TURN PAC INTO A LABOR PARTY
to duplicate the economic strength of our
unions in the political strength of an IN-
DEPENDENT LABOR PARTY aspiring
to lead the people to a WORKERS’ GOV-
ERNMENT.

The Cat’s Out!

Dr. Charles F. Kettering, vice-president
in charge of the General Motors Corpora-
tion research division and well known re-
search scientist, had better watch his step.
Another speech similarto the one he made
before the American Astronomical Soci-
ety and his General Motors boss may haul
him on the carpet to face charges of be-
lief in socialism and a too careful reading
of LABOR ACTION! '

Said Dr. Kettering to. his audience of
fellow scientists on December 2 “We have
the scientific knowledge to provide an ade-
quate diet for every one of the two billion
tnhabitants of the globe if the information
were groperly applied.”

But, as is well known, three-fourths of
the world’s population do not get sufficient
food, and great masses of people in Eu-
rope and Asia live under conditions of out-
right starvation. Why is this? Is it due to
the natural limitations imposed upon man
by forces beyond his control? LABOR AC-
TION would not have given a better an-
swer than the reply to this question made
by Dr. Kettering:

"The false barriers erected by man
himself are responsible,” he said. "The
antiquated social systems, ignorance, stu-
pidity and fear prevent a large percent-
age of the peoples of the world from en-
joying even the most fundamental of the
benefits of science."

We want only to add to this what Dr.
Kettering could not add. The monopolistic,
reactionary corporations—of which Gen-
eral Motors is among the finest specimens
we know—stand as the most antiquated

Sprgsstoots-liberalism.” - Lahor.-of thesezharriers that must-he removed... . .

“Serving the Public’”” Means
Boosting Railroad Profits

By MIKE STEVENS

On January 1, the railroads of this
country raised freight rates 17.6 per

cent. On the same day the 10 per -

cent increase in passenger rates that
had been put on as a “war measure”
became a permanent increase,

All this was done very ‘quietly by
the Interstate Commerce Commission,
a government agency. It wanted as
little publicity on the subject as pos-
sible and the -capitalist press co-
operated fully. This little boost ‘in
rates is expected, according to the
ICC, to net the railroads more than
a billion dollars in additional reve-
nue- each year. .

The campaign to boost the rates
started” about four months ago. The
railroads felt that they had to pre-
pare the ground before pushing for
the increase. They began feeding ma-
terial to the boss press and followed
it with a barrage of propaganda.
Some of the headlines read, “Steep
Decline Shown in Railroad Earnings,”
“New Haven Reports Loss for Eight
Months,” “Red Ink and Freight
Rates,” etc. But this press campaign
was not really necessary because the
ICC was ready, as always, to oblige
the railroad barons. The only opposi-
tion came from a few consumer
groups and officials of the OPA. But
the ICC paid no attention to them.

SERVING THE PUBLIC

The ICC is supposed to look out for
the “public interest.”” But from the
day it was born, it has first (and
foremost) taken care of the Wall
Street bankers. During 1932-33 it ap-
proved millions of dollars’ worth of
railroad securities, which were then
sold to gullible buyers who believed
that Roosevelt was really out to lick
Wall Street.

Most of these securities fell.due in
1934 and 1935 and there was nq pro-
vision for extension without :finaneial
reorganization. Twenty-one Class 1
railroads went into bankruptety, -and
then the ICC came to the rescue. The
ICC declared two ' billion  -dellars’
worth of railroad securities as:worth-
less and proceeded to ‘“reorganize”

the railroads. %
The only thing that the"

: g,bwe

means is that after the ICC boosted
up these stocks it turned around and
declared them worthless, as nothing
but a “lot of water.” All the indi-
vidual investors and the few moneyed
interests not tied up with Wall Street
lost their shirts in this deal—and the
Wall Street bankers were given com-
plete contrel as “trustees.” These
twenty-one railroads, representing 35
per cent of all track mileage in this
country, remain in bankruptcy to this
very day.

In any real reorganization move
the security holders would have to
be considered. That is one of the rea-
sons why the railroads are being kept
in bankruptcy by the ICC—so that
the Wall Street bankers can continue
to milk them. One example will
prove the point. The Missouri Pacific
has had a surplus of more than sixty-
five million dollars cash on hand
during the past three years. The ICC
refuses to permit it to pay off any
of its indebtedness with this money,
or to reorganize, or free itself from
“trusteeship.” If the indebtedness had
been reduced considerably during
this period this railroad could have
saved almost four million dollars in
interest alone.

HOW WALL STREET PROFITS

Thee railroads are indebted to the
Wall Street bankers. If the railroads
pay off this indebtedness, then the
bankers would lose millions of dol-
lars in interest alone. The case men-
tioned above relates to only one of
the twenty-one railroads and some
of them are larger and bigger money
makers. In addition to interest money,
the costs for trusteeship paid to the
Wall Street bankers are tremendous.
To use the same railroad for an ex-
ample, the Missouri Pacific has paid
out more than thirteen million dol-
lars in such charges alone since it
went into “bankruptecy.” Then, of
course, there are the thousands of
manipulations that the “trustees” en-
gage in to draw more money from
the railroads. Material and machinery
for the railroads is purchased at ex-
orbitant prices from companies that
are controlled by Wall Street. The
same situation exists when they pur-
chase or lease real estate or when

they buy insurance for the railroad
company and its property.

In its control of the railroads, Wall
Street has its own men on the boards

-of directors of each railroad to make

sure that its wishes are obeyed and
because of the huge salaries they
draw. These directors, who are the
trustees, come either directly from
the large financial institutions or
from the large insurance companies
that are wholly owned by Wall Street.

A breakdown of the affiliations of
the directors shows that the Metro-
politan Life Insurance Co. has di-
rectors in 22 railroads; the Pruden-
tial Life in 16; and the New York
Life in 14. Some of the railroads have
more than one director from the
same insurance company. Sixteen of
the 24 Metropolitan Life directors in
railroads are also connected with top
eastern banks. Eight of the Pruden-
tial directors and 15 out of the 25
New York Life directors in railroads
are also connected with top Wall
Street banks. Most of the “solvent”
railroads are also controlled by Wall
Street bankers. On .the ten major
roads known as the “Morgan” roads,
86 per cent of the directors are rep-
resentatives of the top banking in-
terests. And on six of the major
Kuhn-Loeb railroads, 89 per cent of
the directors are connected with the
big financial institutions.

Wall Street demanded the new
higher rates for passenger and freight
traffic because it wants to pile up
high railroad profits. Out of these
profits Wall Street will receive a
larger cut per dollar than it will from
any other industry.

It would take too much space to
go into detail how many ways Wall
Street will milk the railroads during
the next few years. This new increase
in rates given to the railroads by the
ICC means that a big reserve will be
built up by the railroads so that even
if business falls off considerably dur-
ing the next few years, Wall Street
will be collecting millions each year
from railroads. To make the point
more dramatic, a railroad can even
stop running its trains for a few years
but the reserves being built now will
permit the Wall Street bankers to
continue taking millions of dollars
out of that railroad for many years.

HEREDITY, RACE AND SOCﬁETY,
by L. C. Dunn and Th. Dobzhan-

sky. Penguin Books, Inc.,, 115 PP,

25 Cents.

Here is a clearly written, simple,
yet carefully scientific introduction
to the complex and controversial sub-
ject of heredity, problems of “race”
and the relation of both to society.
The authors, professors of zoology at
Columbia University —one of them
famous for his experiments with the
Drosophilia flies — have attempted to
give a popular exposition of the
mechanism that governs our heredity,
the question of individual differences
among groups of people and the sci-
ence of eugenics, or the improvement
of the human race by scientific#ily
planned means. In its consideration
of these and related problems this
small book is successful and readable.

Only in its handling of social prob-
lems of race and -society, or that
overlapping field where theories of
race and herkdity tend to become
social and political problems, does
this work fall short of the mark (as,
for example, the contention of the
authors that “group pride” 'is the
force behind variations in secial in-
stitutions and systems and the rival-
ry between them); but, fortunately,
these superficialties are few in num-
ber.

The book begins with a discussion
of the relationship between heredity
and environment (“Nature wvs. Nur-
ture”) and rapidly disposes’' of the
common fallacies of coynterposing
each of these factors to- the other.
Heredity is defined as a factor “de-
termining our general responsés to
the environment” about us. “Every-
thing we have learned about hered-
ity,” say the authors, “leads us to
think of it not-as a blind, absolute
and inexorable force, but rather as
the setting, the particular form of
responsiveness with which we meet

- life.”

NATURE AND NURTURE

But _just as we have learned,
through an enormous scientific and
technical development, how to “con-
trol some parts of our environment,”
so too, “when we learn to know the
potentialities of our inherited con-
stitutions and how to place .them in
proper- relation to a controlled envi-
ronment, human differences may
come to be viewed in a new light.”
In general, conclude the authors,
“modern biology has strengthened
the hands of those who “try to im-
prove the minds and bodies of men
by improving-the conditions in Which
they live. The normal mental and

emotional ‘Natures’ are very respon-

sive to ‘Nurtures’ of education and -

social influences.”

A lengthy section of the book then
deals with the actual laws and meth-
ods of heredity and its transmission,
with descriptions of the famous Men-
delian- laws and experiments. This

. well-written and clear section should

give any reader a basic understand-
ing of the methods and factors in-
volved, and the whole question of
genes, the unit of heredity trans-
mission. The authors neatly dispose
of the popular theory of “blood he-
redity,” raised to such heights by
Nazi ideologists. “The most cher-
ished pride of many people is the
supposed -fact that some fraction of
their ‘blood’ is derived from a noble
ancestor, or from a passenger on the
Mayflower, or from a real or a
trumped-up great man or woman...
in reality one may have either more
or Yfewer, down to no genes at all
especially from the more remote an-
cestors”. (page 48).

Perhaps the most interesting sec-
tion of this work is the concluding
portion on race. Here such guestions
as race classification, how races are

distinguished, the “pure” race theory
and an attempted definition of race,
are taken up. The authors reject the
common, reactionary theories and
bolster their rejection with facts and
scientific argument, “The hereditary
diversity of a group, be it a family,
a clan, or a race, persists indefinitely.
The heredity of an individual is only
partly determined by the race from
which he sprang. The diversity, the
variation, found in a race is more
important than the racial averages.”

Finally, describing the long -time
trend toward a clear “race fusion,”
the authors conclude with the opti-
mistic remark that “regardless of how
the problem of the relations between
‘biological heredity, individual and
group psychology and culture may
eveniually be settled, the variety of
human cultures will appear to us an
inspiration rather than as a curse if
we learn to respect, to understand
and to admire them.”

As an objective, intelligent and in-
structive book, written in the best
tradition of liberal scientific spirit
on a series of controversial questions,
we recommend “Heredity, Race and

_ Society” to our readers—H, J.
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What the Veteran Is Thinking

The last five years have witnessed what has
been called the Europeanization of the United
States. One of the aspects of this process has been
the increasing role which the armed forces are
playing in the domestic and foreign life of the
nation. The number of congressional investiga-
tions conducted, the space devoted to the subject
in the press, and the studies being made of the
soldier and the veteran amply demonstrate the
interest which the capitalist class has in the prob-
lem.

It studies carefully the attitudes of the
17,000,000 veterans of World War II and the cur-
rent army personnel, for it knows well that it is
for the possession of the globe itself that the
next war will be fought. Fortune magazine, one
of the more popular house organs of big business,
recently conducted a poll among male veterans.
The questions asked were not of a superficial
character but bore upon serious aspects of class
relations in the United States.

The results deserve the same serious attention
from all progressive trade unionists and social-
ists as is unquestionably given by the capitalists
for whose information the data was compiled.

VETERANS ARE NOT HOMOGENEOUS

The poll reveals that in general veterans do
not think homogeneously. Their attitudes are
basically determined by the class of which they
are a member. For instance: 70.9 per cent of the
group labeled “prosperous” thought that a pri-
vately owned and operated plant rather than one
owned and operated by the government “would
be likely to give the best value to the taxpayer in
making airplanes for the Army and Navy,” but
only 22.2 per eent of the group labeled “poor”
thought so.

Similarly, 39 per cent of the "prosperous” felt
that one of the prime tasks before Congress was
the more strict regulation of unions, though only
20.6 per cent of the veterans as a whole thought so.
Of the "poor" 33 per cent want more jobs made
available, as against 16,1 per cent of the veterans
as a whole.

The poll also clearly showed the arrested po-
litical development shared by the veteran with
the working class and the middle elass of the coun-
try generally. The recent swing to the Republi-
cans was clearly revealed.

In certain matters such as housing, however,
it is probable that the interest of the veteran is
more acute than among the population in general.
The poll likewise shcwed that where the veteran
did not have direct experience with the issue in-
volved, as in estimating labor’s contribution to the
war effort, the anti-labor propaganda was not
without effect. But where the veteran was or is
directly involved, as in matters of housing, atti-

tude toward officers, or the German people the

. propaganda.. proved relatively.ineffective. . 3
.+ The --most ‘popular - présidential-® candidates
among the veterans were Dewey, Stassen, Tru-
man, Wallace, and Taft, in the order named—a
sequence which shows that the veteran here re-
flects the trend of the country as a whole.

What is of more than passing interest, how-
ever, is the decisive rejection of the army big
brass as presidential material. The average vet-
eran, it would seem, had more than enough of the
authoritarian bark and arrogance in the services
to want it in the White House., Only 16.1 per cent
wanted to see MacArthur, of the Manila pent-
house crowd, as a presidential candidate. (Des-
tiny, alas, has paused,, raised her hand above his
shoulder . . . and passed on.) Even Eisenhower,
whose prestige has been carefully nurtured, could
muster only 30.6 per cent support among the vet-
erans. An interesting fact, worthy of speculating
upon, is that on this question officers were even
more opposed to a soldier for president than en-
listed men were.

THE DOMESTIC ISSUES

The following table was derived in answer to
the question: “Which two things on the list
would you-pick as the most important to make an
immediate start on?”: ;

Per Cent
Make better housing available ... 51.6
Prevent inflation ... oo i 43.7

Arrange for international control of
atomic bomb ... 21.4
Regulate labor unions more strictly.... 20.6

Pay a cash bonus to veterans . 20.4
Make more jobs available ............. 16,1
Reduce taxes ... .. 134

That the housing problem should head the list
is hardly surprising in view of the calamitous
failure to provide adequate housing for the peo-
ple of this country, a condition which bears down
upon the veteran with especial severity.

Nor is it surprising that inflation should be
considered the second basic problem, in view of
the fact that the cost of living is now higher in
the United States than it has ever been before.
The desire to curb inflation was particularly
strong in the upper and lower middle class
groups, where the percentage was 49 per cent
apd 46 per cent respectively. Only 25 per cent of
the group labeled “poor” attached primary ijm-
portance to the inflation problem, a fact that
provoked speculation by Fortune magazine which

pointed out that the poor had most to loose by.

inflation. This diserepancy is easily accounted for

when it is understood that 33 per cent of the -

“poor” made a more basic approach to the prob-
lem in voicing their desire for more (and better)
jobs. That only 16.1 per cent of the veterans re-
garded the creation of more jobs as a primary
problem, while 43.7 per cent regarded the quess
tion of inflation as basic, shows that while there
1s more or less satisfaction with jobs and wage
scales, except among Negro veterans, there is a
general opinion that something should be done
about prices. b . v

The importance given to housing and inflation
should be of interest to readers of LABOR AC-
TION in giving statistical confirmation to the
emphasis laid upon these problems in our agita-
tion.

That only around 20 per cent of the veterans
‘give first importance to the issues of the atomic
bomb (foreign affairs), the regulation of unions,
and the bonus testifies not enly to the urgency of
the issues of housing and inflation but, af this mo-
ment, to a comparative lack of immediacy in the
other questions. The same holds true of the job
issue. The problem of unemployment, the key issue
during the depression; is not at.all an acute one
now. - Eradaeln e

- Of ‘thése veterans::classified- as:“poor,” how-
S0 s (Cotitined “on-page-8) Sz s

e




iy

lish

January 13, 1947

L'Ason ACTION

Special to Labor Action
By ANDRZEJ RUDZIENSKI

AROLD LASKI, the trav-

eling salesman and law-
yer for Stalin, advises the Po-
“socialists” to maintain
their union with the Commu-
nists because “if they separate
from the Communists they will
be victims of the peasants.”—
(Ona — Overseas News Agen-
¢y). This same Laski writes:

“My opinion is that it would be
more intelligent on the part of Lon-
don and Washington to recognize
that the opportunity has not yet ar-
rived for the return of ‘classic’ de-
mocracy in this country. They are a
sick people and health must be re-
stored to them by degrees.” (The
Danger of Civil War, H. Laski—
Ona.)

Who does not recognize in this
petty-bourgeois charlatanism the
echo of the conversations which the
“great Marxist,” Laski, held with
the “great Stalin”? Laski’s mission
to Moscow was not merely to bring
about an understanding between
British and Russian imperialism at
the expense of the international pro-
letariat, but also to avoid a rupture
between the pro-Stalinist reformists
and the Stalinists in Poland at the
expense of the Polish proletariat.
The eynical declarations of Laski,
which differ in no respect from those
of the ancient feudal seigneurs who
justified their opposition to univer-
sal suffrage by the “lack of matur-
ity” of the masses, are a traitorous
stab in the back of the Polish prole-
tariat and the revolutionary anti-
Stalinist opposition which tries to
defend it against Stalinist reaction
and oppression.

Let us speak the faects to this in-
solent trafficker in socialism. Laski
must know that in 1937 the CPP
of Poland [Communist Party—tr.]
was dissolved by Stalin because of
the whispered opposition to the pop-
ular fronts. The leaders of this
party, among them various Commu-
nist deputies and collaborators and
disciples of Rosa Luxemburg, were
assassinated without any kind of
judicial hearing, accused of being
spies of Pilsudski. If perchance Las-
ki was pleased by the extermination

of the Communists; let us give him:
“i'the" faets “of 'the” eruel ‘and furious

persecution of the reformist social-
ists, Laski’s comrades: Alter and
Ehrlich, leaders of the Bund, the
Jewish socialist party of Poland,

criminally assassinated without trial
by Stalin; K. Puzak, general secre-
tary of the PPS (Polish Socialist
Party—tr.) underground (the un-
derground movement of the working
masses of Poland between 1939-
1945), tried in Moscow and now once
more imprisoned by the puppets of
Stalin. According to eye-witness tes-
timonies, the underground PPS was
‘persecuted more severely by the Rus-
sians during their occupation be-
tween 1939-41 than by the Nazis
themselves.

HOW THE STALINISTS WON

When the imperialist armies of
Stalin entered Poland in 1944, the
agents of Stalin, Russian citizens like
Osubka and Szwalbe, ex-collaborators
of the colonels, organized on Septem-

Harold Laski, Stalin’'s Traveling Salesman, Says:

\Poland° ““Not Yet Rea

ber 11-12, 1944 in Lublin a "national’

reunion" of their creatures, calling it
the twenty-fifth congress of the PPS.
In the same manner they began to
print a newspaper under the old name
"Robotnik" (Worker). All this oc-
curred when the Warsaw proletariat
was bleeding in the insurrection, hav-
ing been handed over to the Nazis by
Stalin, while in Warsaw the authentic
"Robotnik,” organ of the PPS under-

ground, was being printed. 2

The Lublin committee entered Po-

.land and destroyed Warsaw on the

bayonets of Stalin’s victorious army
over the dead body of the Polish un-
derground, which was led by the
workers. Lublin was imposed on Po-
land by the imperialist decree of
Yalta. All this does not in the least
impress the “socialist” Laski. But
he ought to be impressed by the fate
of his comrades. On June 29 and 30,
1945, over the ruins of heroic War-
saw, there met another usurping
“congress of the PPS,” called the
twenty-sixth, in which none of the
old recognized socialist leaders took
part but only the Stalinist quislings,
ex-fascists, obscure figures without
a past like Osubka-Morawski and
M. Szwalbe, to whom Stanczyk, the
old traitor and sell-out artist of the
Polish miners, bowed. Thus outfitted,
the PPS received six ministerial
posts, including the presidency of
the cabinet which was occupied by
Osubka, the Soviet citizen.

The president of the “under-
ground movement of the working
masses of Poland,” Zygmunt Zulaw-
ski, ex-president of the executive
committee of the Polish unions and

i eonsidered the. leader of the left

i

wing of the PPS, addiessed himself

tember) “revealing” the names of
the leaders of the authentic Polish
Socialist Party and asking for its

* to Bierut and Osubka in 1945 (Sep- '

legalization under the name of
PPSD (Polish Social Democratic
Party).In a memorandum addressed
to Bierut, Zulawski says:

"l did not conceal for a moment
that the Polish Socialist Party which
1 have represented for years is an en-
tirely different organization from the
one represented by Comrade Stanis-
law Szwalbe and Comrade Premier
Osubka-Morawski. . . . Therefore, in
view of the time limit, | notify you
for formal reasons of the existence of
our organization and | declare that it
intends to avail itself to the full of
political rights which have been guar-
anteed it at Yalta as one of the ‘anti-
Nazi' parties...."

Biérut passed the responsibility to
his agent, Osubka, and of course the
Central Committee of the compro-
mising PPS turned down the request
of Zulawski to legalize the PPSD,
the independent socialist party.
Then a delegation of the PPSD,
composed of Bien, Garlicki and
Zdanowski, presented itself to Osub-
ka to deal with the legalization of
the party. Osubka categorically re-
fused to do it, declaring to the dele-
gation that he considered them rep-

resentatives of the WEN (Liberty,

Equality and Independence) group
and that he was going to treat them
the same as the NSZ (nationalist
armed forces—military organization
of the right). The delegation insist-
ed that it represented only the Po-
lish Social Democratic Party, not the
WRN; nevertheless Osubka denied
the concession of political rights to
the old social democrats. In Novem-
ber, 1945, the National Council
(puppet parliament)’ denied also the
admission of the social democrats
into legal political life, their motiva-
tion being, “by the existence of six
political parties a further differenti-
ation of political opinion may cause
an unusually dangerous pre-emi-
nence of party discord in regard to
the national joint aims.”

SMASHING THE OPPOSITION

Fearing the creation of an illegal
workers’ party, on December 23,
1945, the Stalinists invited the mem-
bers of the authentic PPS by radio
to unite with the official PPS, in or-
der thereby to control the move-
ments of the opposition. The party
of Zulawski had to accept this to
avoid extermination. In his declara-
tion, which was not published in the

4 centrg;l organs, Zulawski underlined

“the necessity for ‘democracy in/ Po-

land for which he had fought in the
times of the Czar and Pilsudski and
is also going to fight for now. The
Stalinists of the PPS answered with

 congresses
“the Stalini

V4 ' \
Corroborative
L]
Testimony! <

“Mass arrests of members of
the oppositionist Polish Peasant
Party (PSL), intimidation of any-
one and everyone who might be
unwilling to accept Communist
leadership and the ban on the
candidacy of some Opposition
leaders have reached such a point
that voting on. Jan. 19 will be
meaningless.

“There is no other conclusion to
be reached. It is obvious that the
events of the last six weeks, no
matter what happens on Jan. 19,
have precluded the possibility of
obtaining anything like a free ex-
pression of the people’s will"—
Report to the New York Times,
January 3, by Sydney Gruson.

\ ' /

violent attacks against the pre-war
Socialist Party and that of the un-
derground, accusing it of a hostile
attitude toward Ruseia and toward
unity of the working class. Never-
theless, they did not dare to take im-
mediate reprisals on account of the
opposition of the working masses.

In the faetory elections to the
workers’ committees, an old working
class . institution in Poland, out of
928 seats, the PPS won 556 (64%) ;
the official Stalinist PPR, 193
(21%); the democratic party, 14;
the Christian party, 10. Gomulka
himself, secretary of the Stalinist
Poland Workers Party, was so im-
pressed with this defeat that he de-
clared the PPR has scarcely 250 per-
sons in the Cracow factories.

The regional congress of the in-
dustrial distriets of Cracow and
Katowice was unanimously opposed
to the electoral bloc of the PPS with
the PPR against the PPL (Mikolaj-
czyk). The ~¢entral committee of
Osubka’ replied with an abrogation
of these resaolistions, suspending all
the functionaries of this region and
naming new ones servile to Stalin-
igm. Furthermore, Gomulka and his
adherents ofiithe PPR reproached
Osubka with a lack of energy and
began the:.campaign against him
through Matuszewski, ex-minister of
propaganda. The masses of the Po-
lish Socialisti Party; the regional
nded a break with

!ajczyk Th t.rohk pressure opened
up a conflictfbetween Osubka and
Szwalbé' and *their\ patrons of the

1d support to Miko-

Yy _n Answer io the Pres:den'l' of General Motors
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PPR for the reapportionment of po-

Is Capitalism Worth Savmg‘-’ "

By ERNEST ERBER

In last week's article, devoted to answering
the slick defense of capitalism contained in Charles
E. Wilson's “You've Got to Make a Profit,” we dis-
cussed the change in approach used by recent
apologists for capitalism. We pointed out that the
article by the president of General Motors Cor-
poration followed the current line of avoiding
pleas based on the “moral rights" of a capitalist
to make a profit and based itself upon the conten-
tion that a high standard of living and' freedom

from governmental despolism were assured only.

by the profit system.

Today we wish to take up the Spemﬁc argu- 1
ments adduced by Wilson in support of his comn-.

tention. We will seek to list them and discuss
them, one by one.

ARGUMENT NUMBER ONE

Capitalism has developed this country and
given the people the highest standard of
living in the world.

The facts in this statement cannot be argued
with. It is frue that (1) capitalism is the economic
system under which the United Staies developed
and (2) the standard of living of the people in
this country is, today, the highest in the world.
But what follows from citing these facts? For the
defenders of capitalism, the mere citing of,these
facts seems tantamount to saying that: therefore,
it follows that capitalism is the best economic
sysem for the American people.

But why does this follow? If the capitalists had
used the same logic when discussing technical im-
provements, they would never have shown any
progress. For instance, when the dynamo was de-
veloped and proposed as an improvement over the
steam engine, why did not the capitalist say: “The
steam engine has built the economy of this coun-
try, it has given us the greatest profits in the
world, we refuse to consider any other method
of supplying power to. our factories"? Or when
the automobile came along, why did it not make
just as much sense to point out that the country
had made great strides with the ox-cart, the cov-
ered wagon and the buggy?

To say that capitalism has developed this coun-
try does not constitute proof that (1) another sys-
tem might not have developed it more, or (2) that
at a certain point in the country’s development a
more efficient system might net have become pos-
sible, or (3) that though capitalism developed the
country in the past, it is capable of further devel-
opment.

It is the same with the argument about the
“highest standard of living in the world.” To say
that we have the highest standard of living in the
world does not constitute proof that (1) it could
not be higher, or (2) that it is not abysmally low

when compared with our economiec potential, or.

(3) that the reason for its being high:might be
found in the fact that the rest- of the world’s stand-

ard of living. 15 Jow as:a:result of- Amerlcan ex-

ploitation. R
No ‘doubt;:in. ancientstimes -when ﬁldves com-
pla.med about hard work.and;poor food they were

reminded that slavery was the best system man
had yet devised. After all, great ciies were built
and the land was brought under cultivation by
the slave system. Before man had developed sla-
very, captives went into the stew for Sunday din-
ner (or the pagan equivalent). Now they were
permitted to live and to work in building up the
country. And no one could deny that the wretched
quarters of the slave and his meager fare were
better than living in a cave and going hungry
much of the time. We are sure that some day
archeologists will unearth a stone tablet of the
Egyptian Chamber of Commerce which makes pre-
cisely this argument. As a matter of fact, the Qld
Testament tells how, after the Hebrews had left
Egypt for the freedom of the desert and suffered
hungry days and nights, some of them began to
‘long for the “flesh-pots” of Egypt, even as slaves.

THE NATURE OF PROGRESS

When Europe- stabilized itself on the basis of
feudalism, following the breakdown of the Roman
Empire and the dissolution of the slave economy,
the philosophers of the time pointed to the virtues
of the feudal system and considered it the perfect
social order for mankind. If the lot of the serf
was a hard oné, it was most certainly a more tol-
erable one than that of the slave in ancient times.
If some agitators preached liberation of the serfs,
as many did in Germany during the sixteenth cen-
tury, and insisted that it was possible to till the
soil without either serfdom or slavery, they were
denounced as dreamers and dangerous persons,
whose proposals would lead to the destruction of
civilization.

We can see, therefare, that the arguments of
the capitalist apologists are merely a repetition
of the false logic of every previous ruling class.
The privileged strata in ‘society shrinks from the
thought that, perhaps, like previous social sys-
tems, theirs too will pass away and be replaced by
another. To accept capitalism as another transitory
stage in the development of social institutions is
to accept the idea that their privileges will some
day end. The acceptance of this notion is, there-
fore, tantamount to accepting their defeat as in-
evitable. That is why mnot only every means of
popular propaganda. but also every phase of social
science must be moulded to the purpose of teach-
ing the perfection and permanence of capitalism.
This theme is to be found in all the social sciences
from political economy to anthropology, as well as
in jurisprudence, philosophy and the arts. ’

We want o make one more observation on the
argument about capitalism having built up this
country and given the people a high standard of
living. This is to observe that the capitalist apol-
ogists take a personal pride in this achievement.
Why they should is a mystery. They do not main-
tain that the economy of this country was devel-
oped because the capitalists had that aim in mind.
There was nothing purposeful about it. All that
happened, they say, is that every capitalist kept
his nose in his own business and sought to build

it Up as Big as possible in order to make more

profit. If he could, he bankrupted his competitor,
cheated the government and robbed the con-
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sumer—not to speak here about the treatment
accorded to his workers. If the economy developed
blindly as a by-product of this mad pursuit for
profit, why should anyone take pride in it? It ds
as if the bees who flit fromn flower to flower were
to insist that the purpose of their flitting was not
to extract the nectar but to carry the pollen from
plant to plant as a disinterested service to horti-
culture.

RELATIVE NATURE OF PERFECTION

It is also necessary to consider that the United
States is today the only nation in the world where
capitalism contifiues in a somewhat working or-
der. If the capitalist system is so perfect, why have
not other nations continued to prosper under it?
Or is there something in the American climate or
soil or blood stream that makes 'this country an
exception? It is our contention that capitalism has
a firmer foundation in the United States than else-
where for a whole series of historical reasons. How-
ever, historical reasons, mean that the factors
which have given stability to capitalism in this
country are not permanent,” have undergone
change and continue to undergo change. These
changes are steadily undermining the foundations
of American capitalism as they did those of capi-
talism in Europe, its original stronghold. Witness
the crisis of 1929-39. That is why we say that the
condition of capitalism in Europe today shows us
the face of American capitalism tomorrow.

A last word on the much publicized “American
standard of living.” It would be folly to deny that
the bulk of the American workers live better than
those of Europe, even if we use the pre-war period
as the basis of comparison. But this does not mean
that there are not millions of American workers
whe live on a European standard of living. When
the fact that American workers own automobiles
is pointed out, it must also be remembered that
a majority of them do not own automobiles. Thou-
sands of coal miners, even-with their recently in-
creased income, are forced to live in clapboard
shacks owned by the coal companies. The low
standard of living of sharecroppers and fruitpickers
is well known. It is an illusion of the worst kind
to take Detroit automobile workers, who stand
near the top of the wage scale, and think of them
as TYPICAL of the American workers’ standard
of living. "

And even lf all workers in this country earned
what the upper third of them do today, what fol-
lows? “High"” and “low"” are only relative concepts,
Pacific islanders who happened to live on an island
with exceptionally fertile yam patches thought
they enjoyed a *high” standard of living. They
did, in comparison with their poorer neighbors.
But when the American troops came and permit-
ted them to pick through the garbage from the
mess hall, they considered it a feast.

It is our contention that the planned economy
of socialism, based on production for use and not
for a profit, will make the highly-touted “Amer-
ican standard of living” of today seem pru‘mtwe
by comparison.

(We will take up W1lsons second argl.lment next
week) ; :

sitions in the government and seats
in parliament.

According to PAT (Polish London
telegraph ageney) the conflict was
solved by a compromise between
Osubka and the PPR. Both® parties
agreed to fight “against reaction
and the PSL, which was trans-
formed into an instrument of the re-
actionary underground.” The PPS
receives a ministry without portfolio
for Cyrankiewicz (a puppet of no
importance) and vice ministers in
security and foreign relations. For
one of the vice ministries they
named Leszeycki, completely un-
known before the war (he was not
a member of the PPS), whose merit
was that of participating in the com-
mission . which delimited the new
frontier between Poland and Russia.
The PPS will also obtain posts in
diplomacy, industry, etec., where up
to now the official Stalinists held the
monopoly. The key to the reappor-
tionment of seats in the future par-
liament has been defined on the basis
of the complete exclusion of the PSL
(peasants). The distribution of
seats in the government has also
been defined without taking into ac-
count the populist ministers. This is
the “democracy by degrees” pre-
scribed by Moscow and confirmed
and defended by the servant, Laski.

Neither we nor the workers of

America are interested in the bu-
reaucratic arrangements between
the Stalinists of first and second
rank. We are interested in the strug-
gle of the Polish workers against
Stalinist reaction.

THE MOYEMENT FIGHTS ON

The conflicts between the pro-Stal-
inist reformists and the  Stalinists
demonstrate one hundred per eent
the weakness and the vacillation of
the social base of the Stalinist régime
in Poland, likewise being a reflection
of the cruel class struggle between
the working masses and the Stalin-
ist - bureaucracy. This battle is at-
tested to not only by the regional
congresses of the official PPS, where
the worker-delegates vote in favor of
opposition to Stalinism and in favor
of support to Mikolajeczyk in their
struggle against totalitarian oppres-
sion. It is demonstrated by the mass
votings against the government in
the industrial distriets and cities in
the referendum; it is demonstrated

by the strikes in Silesia, Pomerania

and Lodz, the sentences of the strik-
ers, ete.

The workers of Poland know by
their experience and their class in-
stinet where the main enemy of the
working class, the main reaction, is,
and they proceed in an entirely dif-
ferent way from that which the

y For . . . Democracy”’’

“Marxist” Laski wishes, by fighting
opénly with every means against
Stalinism and by assisting the démo-
cratic-peasants.

For this reason we support the
elemental working class oppomhon
against Stalinism and its aid to the
petty bourgeois peasants. Thanks to
the populist opposition the workers
can also form centers of opposition
to_the pressure of the régime.

Stalinist totalitarianism suffers mis-
fortunes for the -first time in history
and is forced to maneuver and permit
working class opposition. The conces.
sions of the GPU to the pro-Stalinist
reformists try to broaden the social
base of the regime, thereby demon:
strating its weakness and unlhb!e
equilibrium.

The international proletariat must
increase its pressure against Stalin-
ism by assisting the working class
opposition, even though the latter is
led by the reformists and centrists,
for in the unfolding of the struggle
the working masses will find their
own road, that of the inevitable and
cruel struggle against Russian im-
perialism and Stalinist reaction, the
road of the socialist revolution.

(Quotations are from “The Ex-
propriation of .a Socialist Party” by
A. Ciolkosz.)

(Translated by Mary Bell)

Two Years After War and Allied
Military Gov’t Still Runs Italy

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Dee. 15—Threats of the
British-American Allied Commission
on December 14 to reinstitute Allied
Military Government in the north-
eastern Italian town of Padua where
street fighting has broken out
against British troops, underscored
the very real presence of the Allied
occupation forces in Italy.

To those who wonder what holds
Italy’s Coalition Cabinet together,
the Allied Commission—a polite
name for military occupation—pro-
vides the answer. Until the peace
treaty 1s signed, it runs Italy
through the Coalition Cabinet. How-
ever, not even Allied rule has re-
lieved the despern.te smomw sttu~
ation.

The fall of coal lmports from the
U. S. reduced Italy’s monthly coal
consumption from 600,000 tons to
515,000. Total reserves are 621,000.
Without immediate large shipments
all industry will be shut down. Al-
ready Premier Alcide de Gasperi
had ordered a reduction of 50 per
cent in industry; rail traffic was cut
from 20 to 30 per cent. Since Italy
imports most gasoline and fuel oil
too, her fuel situation is desperate.
No coal is allotted for heating ‘and
in the damp cold of mountainous
Italy—13 inches of snow fell near
Florence yesterday — the suffering
among shoeless, ill-clothed Italian
workers living in bombed-out hovels
is appalling.

The contemplated early cut of the
small bread ration of 237 grams will
have ‘“exceptionally ‘grave conse-
quences,” declared de Gasperi. Less

‘than two weeks' supply of grain is

on hand. Thousands of poor peas-
ants and workers in Sicily, southern

. Puglia and Calabrie are living on a

“hand to mouth basis,” said UNRRA.
Italy’s pasta ration—spaghetti, mac-
aroni and ‘other wheat foods—was

reduced 50 per cent, from 2 kilos
(4.4 pounds) per person a mgnth to
1 kilo (2.2 pounds) for December.
The bread of war—black bread—is
being baked and sold ago:m n indus-
trial Milan.

RAPID PRICE RISES

Despite UNRRA clagls of help-
ing double production to 65 per cent
of pre-war, the lire is at its all-time
low of 820 to the dollar or almost
400 per cent more than the official
rate of 225 to the dollar. Big export
merchants who are permitted to dis-
pose freely of 50 per cent of foreign
currency they receive have been
transferring capital abroad by vari-
ous legal and illegal means in prep-

_aration for the collapse they antici-

pate. Within “one week spaghetti
prices on the black market rose from
120 to 210 lire a kilo. An immediate
$100,000,000 U. S. loan at the pres-
ent rate-of expenditure would last
only 30-45 days, Italian officials es-
timate,

Thousands of unemployed war
veterans demonstrated in Naples
against unemployment and high
prices on December 14. Under heavy
pressure from this and other mass
demonstrations for food and contin-
uing strikes, the Coalition Cabinet
staggers on, powerless, ineffectual,
but incapable of being replaced. For
the time being the Allied Commis-
sion, real ruler of the country,
doesn't know through what group it
wants to rule the country. It cannot
rule through an open fascist force
without arousing bitter mass out-
bursts; it dares not permit the SP-
CP bloe to run the land, for both
represent large opposition to the
western imperialists and the CP is
a Russian instrument. .

Under heavy pressure from the
starving mass, the Allied Commis-
sion and the catastrophic industrial

there are so many splits that Italys
more than 150 local, provincial and
national partles are mushrooming.
The SP is in a three-way split, with

Foreign Minister Nenni who had

forged the unity of action pact with
the CP on Oct. 27 coming under: in-
creasing fire from the pro-U. S.-
Britain tendency led by Giuseppe
Saragat. A January convention may
lead to a decisive rupture.

ROLE OF THE CHURCH

Catholic leaders have demanded
an end to any further collaboration
with the CP in the government or
labor union movement where up to
the Oct. 27 SP-CP pact, thé Catho-

lics had held one-third of the power
“in Italy’s unions.” The’ right-wing

anti-CP group in de Gasperi’s Cath-
olic party has formed its own organ-
ized force. An ironing out of the
split is awaited this month. Mean-
while the growing neo-Fascist Com-
mon Man movement is getting more

support from industrialists and the

Catholic Church, and big landowners
are openly backmg a new fascist
movement, the “Italian Corporative
Party,” for “defense of the estates.”

To add to the tension a growing
anti-clerical movement has forced
both SP"and CP into some cr:tl(:lsm
of the church.

Open charges have been made that
the church has opposed land reforms
and by not preventing close associ-
ation of priests with the Common
Man Party is continuing to favor

fascists as it had in 1922 when the

Vatican supported Mussolini.

What holds the cabinet together
is still the Allied Commission, crimi-
nally incapable of solving the food,
housing and heat problems. To be
expected are more demonstratmns of
unemployed peasants, ex-soldiers
and workers as mdust1y slows down,
prices continue to rise and the tem-

situation, within the government perature drops.
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By CHARLES STEWART

An important 200-page document put out by a
staff of experts of the House Committee on Mo-
nopoly has divulged important facts pointing out
how big financial capitalist corporations are using
their war-swollen profits to buy up not only war-
surplus government owned plants at a song, but
also to use this money to buy up smaller prodhcers
and increase their monopolistic sway over Ameri-
can économy.

"' According to this secret report, up to June 30,
1946, 70.1 per. cent of the wartime plants gold
were. delivered to “giant” corporations in addi-
tion to 72.8 per cent of leases of such plants.

The‘report states further that, “the proportion
of the value of these facilities going to giant cor-
porations was higher than their ownership of
manufacturing facilities in 1939.” All of the 18
plants sold for more than $5 million went to these
bank-controlled industrial ‘octopi. They also ob-
tained a considerable number of the smaller
plants.

If the 250 largest corporations acquire the
government facilities on which they have pur-
¢hase options, their plant and equipment would
amount to 38% billion dollars or 65 per cent of
the country’s productive facilities.

Sixty-three -of the largest manufacturing cor-
porations .in -this country had increased their net
working capital to nearly 10 billion dollars by the
end .of 1946, With this capital these trusts could
buy up all -of the vsable government facilities or
buy up all the 71,000 smaller corporations with
assets of three million .or less. The report states
significantly, "Large firms are, in fact now using
their wartime financial gains to buy up small firms,
as is. indicated .by the current sharp increase in
mergers and acquisitions."

+". The purpose of the report was to cast a nos-
talgic look at the young American economy of

RAPID GROWTH OF MONOPOLY IN THE U ¢

.small corporations. The size 'of a corporation
.shouldn’t frighten anyone éspecially since large
units -are more efficient and cheaper producers.
These -units should be nationalized under work-
ers’ control of production instead of amassing
more power and wealth in the hands of America’s
60 families. 3

By examining how this process affects steel, a
clearer picture may be obtained. During the war,
the government built and operated the huge
Geneva :Steel plant at Provo, Utah, at a cost of
over ‘$190 million. Fortune, the slick magazine
for big business, in its February 1945 issue looked
aghadt at the possibility of the huge Geneva plant
being taken over by U. S. Steel. “For Geneva,
which the government owns free of any options
to private companies,” Fortune suggests three
possible courses: “Government operation, sale to
U. 8. Steel or one of the other large steel com-
panies, or sale to a new western producer. Gov-
ernment operation, which almost no one seriously
proposes (What about the Workers Party?)—
Should there be an opportunity to choose between
the sale to an existing steel company and a new
company, the new company ought to get the mill.
The present steel companies are large enough.
There is no .obvious reason why any one of them
should he made larger by means of a government
plant.” '

For a magazine of big business, Fortune cer-
tainly missed the ‘boat because U. S. Steel pur-
chased the 190 million dollar Geneva plant for
about 40 million dollars or at about one-fifth of
the.cost to the government. Thus big steel started
to move into the West to thwart any possihle
newcomer from breaking into the steel monopoly.
One of these possible rivals was the Fontana
plant of Henry Kaiser which is still operating
under the staggering load (!) of 100 per cent RFC
loans. The “War Manpower Commission wouldn’t
allow a modern rolling mill to be built for Kaiser
there and so he had to build an old type mill out

of second-hand parts. The Plant Site Commission
refused to allow him to build the plant on the logi-
.cal tide water region and Kaiser had to build 50
miles out of Los Angeles.

Big Steel, having acquired the .Geneva plant,
has now put the squeeze on Kaiser causing him
to squeal that the big steel companies forced him
to raise the price of steel $7 a ton. This latest de-
velopment was the acquisition of the Consolidated
Steel Company, a huge West Coast fabrieating
plant, by U. 8. Steel. Now U. S. Steel owns rolling
mills at Pittsburgh (Calif.), Western Iron and
Pipe Co. at Los Angeles as well. Bethlehem Steel
is also moving into West Coast fabricating plants.

Kaiser says that, "No one can eradicate Fon-
tana, for it has 100 million tans of California ore.”
When asked whether that meant that he thought

: big steel could net drive him out, Kaiser replied:
"MNo, they might shut me out and acquire the
plont. | mean the plant itself will .not be closed.”
After deploring the sale of Geneya to U. S, Steel
at 20 cents on the dollar while Fontana is saddied

- with an 80 per cent higher fixed charge thap
Geneva, Kaiser naively stated, "l don't believe our
government ever intended that that much power
should fall into the hands of a few."”

The latest development in the steel picture
shows that the process so ably depicted in the
House Report of the Committee on Monopoly
goes relentlessly on. Republic Steel was just sold
a huge government plarft in South Chicago that
cost the government $91 million to build. Repub-
lic Steel picked up this little bargain for $35
million of which only $5 million is cash, the rest

«to be paid off at the rate of 1% million dollars
annually. This “puny” plant will merely double
Republic’s ingot producing capacity. Two other
private bids weré ‘rejected either as too low or
not sufficiently guaranteed. Steel then is only one
phase of the picture of the increase of finance
capitalist concentration as a result of the war.

ROLE OF FACTO

PARIS, Dec. 21—As prices of food-alone rose ‘he-
yond the average workers’ 9-10,000 franc wage
a month, the more than 3,400 factory committees
have come under increasing criticism by workiies
for not having prevented a 100 per cent price rise
since January, 1946.

Only a few weeks ago workers at two big
plants—Grands Moulin" de Paris and Corbeil—
when refused a bounty they had demanded, with
good reason, declared that the factory committees,
.assisted by expert accountants, were going -to
open the plants’ books to verify how much more
pay could be granted. Several hours later the
capitalists retreated, accepted the bounty idea
£04d, said £ b

But this is the first case of positive action or
rather threatened action by the factory committses
which arose iq many Freach factories :as German
«and collaborafionist owners fled iin 1944, And it is
.against CGT .policy .of no-strikes or slowdowns.

. Given a legal but much curtailed status by a law

of February 22, 1945 and a second law of March,
1946, plus.an extension of powers to see profit.and
loss_accounts on May 16, 1946, the factory com-
mittees on July 3, 1945 were accorded powers to
assist in price control. Under the various decrees
it is legally obligatory that factory cammitiees be
informed of all price changes and production rise
or fall. )

- Continued by the post-fasecist-decree-govern-
ment of Socialists, Stalinists and Catholics, the
factory committees exist in all plants employing
more than 100 workers. In factory administra-
tion they are in a small minority which concerns

itself -primarily with social and welfare questions.

Obviously there are no factory committees in
plants with less than 100 employees, nor in stores,
farms, markets or banks. And strike action is still
their most effective weapon. But under the law

- and the CP’s control, strikes are forbidden; in-

creased production and longer hours of work are
the basic rule. Loss of employment and ration

_privileges and blackballing from industry await

strikers.

Deprived of the strike weapon and with wages,
hours and working conditions determined by the
state, most industrial. prices are not determined
by factory committees or even by individual capi-

talists. They are set by the large trusts that dom--
“inate production and whose propos&d’ pricey are

approved by Socialist, Stalinist and Catholic mem-
bers of the National Assembly. = *: '

Moreover so long as the stock market and the
commodities market—both legal and. black—ex-
ist no factory.committees have an gunce of control
over prices. An interesting sidelight on their fune-
tions is that most French plants have at least
two sets of books, one for the state inspectors,
another to keep track of black market purchases
-and. sales and profits which abosrb the heavy
majority -of receipts and expenditures.

Though the law of July 3, 1946 declares that
factory committees must be consulted before
Prices -are increased, nevertheless prices rose at
least 200 per cent from February, 1945, to No-
vember, 1946, and more than 100 per cent from
January ‘to November, 1946. Since the 25 per
cent wage increase of mid-July,.prices have rigen
more than 50 per cent, washing out the wage in-

Y COMMITTEES IN

At the same time private capitalist profits—

over which factory committees have no power,

though theoretically they may look at profit rec-
ords—rose, - ;

Average profif increases were from 695 in 1945
to 1106 on Nov. 22, 1946. Thus while capitalist
profits almost doubled in one year and are un-
controlled by factory committees, workers’ pur-
chasing power has fallen at least 50 per cent in

the same period 4nd it is clear that the commit- '

tees’ power to control prices is a fietion.

In the fall strike wave, Stalinist-led factory
committees far from controlling prices, opposed
,Wworkers’ strikes against high .puices. This was a
Yconvineing demonstration of how. the capitalist
state-approved factory comniittges have prevented
strikes, tied workers more closely to the capitalist
state and*have become a virtual branch of state
labor controls machinery for increasing produc-
tion, speed-up and output per. man. Meanwhile
prices march on and up. ;

The erowning dishonor of :the factory com-,
mittes, along with the leaders of the CGT, SP:and
CP, was to support the reactionary.Monnet Plan
of increasing the work week to 48 hours to recon-
struct capitalist France. In 1936, only 10 years
ago, there was once a régime called the Popular
Front which agreed to the 40-hour week under
workers’ pressure. Leon Blum, -Socialist, was
‘premier. Today Blum, Cachin, Thorez, the CGT
and the factory committees support the 48-hour
week—not+in the interest of a workers’ society,
but of reviving French capitalism and the profits
of the French ‘capitalists. ’

~J. A.

By JAMES T. FARRELL

My books have never had a large sale in Can-
ada. The number of Canadian reAders who have
:been prevented from reading Bernard Clare is
very small. At the same time, Mr. Sim has told
many readers that if they can get hold of my
works they will get something which actually
they won’t find in these same books. Some Canadi-
ans-have gone across the border into Buffalo look-
ing for this in Bernard Clare. If those Canadiaps
who  have smuggled my novel across from Buffalo
are disappointed in not finding “obscenity,” and
feel defrauded, they must blame Mr. Sim, not me.
He .is the man who had told them that Bernard
Clage is “‘obscene.” All this does not contribute to-
ward helping Canadians in the real moral prob-
lem fposed by-a book, that of handling one’s emo-
tion, On the contrary, this only tells people where
to Ipok in order to find so-called pornography. And
it further contributes toward the conception of
books as a means of sexnal gratification via fan-
tasy. The censors have been doing this for decades
now. As such, the censors have made a major-con-
tribution toward deforming literary taste. As long
as there is a marriage, a pretty girl, a young man
in !;ll'ne novel, the results are the same in fantasy.
Reafders are coached and helped to find sex .in
books. Puritanical customs officials are not achiev-
ing their avowed purpose. And this being.the case,
they don’t stop the entry of Amierican motion pie-
tures. The American films of glamor boys and
girls are sufficient for those who wish to gain
sexual gratification via fantasy in cultural-prod-
ucts, In terms of Mr. Sim’s own assuined morality,
he is achieving the opposite of what he wants.

If we wish to apply realistic tests to men and
to governments, we must judge them by what
they do, not solely by what they avow. And what
men and governments do in small things is a fore-
cast as to what they are likely to do in larger mat-

- ters. The silence of Canadian officials, their refu-

sal to answer questiong, to meet arguments and
protests, their refusal even to specify .precisely
what chapters Mr. Sim considers “indecent”—all
this constitutes a forecast. It reveals the attitude
of Canadian officials on books and on the ques-
tion of the artist’s right to freedom of expression.
If they will ban my book without a hearing, if
they will uphold officials who ban Balzae, Trotsky,
Joyce, Lawrence and others, they will be likely to
ban still further-books. If they do not trust Cana-
disn readérs to judge these books themselves, they

crease,
‘i

will not trust them in other cases. Mr. King and
Mr. Sim have, in this way, revealéed what they
can be expected to do in the future on important
‘questions of free speech, on questions of the right
of the artist to free expression as this is inter-
preted by the civilized reading public of civilized
countries. An ‘American such as the author of this
article can well know how to interpret such ac-
tion from his own standpoint. It is, however, less
menacing to him than it is to Canadians. In this
sense, the banning of Bernard Clare is a Canadian
problem, and possibly, a warning to Canadian
citizens, -especially to those who are concerned
with the new cultural ferment in Canada, and
with the hope of once and for all ending the paro-
chialism in Canadian culture. And regardless of
who _was originally responsible for this banning,
the officials now responsible are Mr. Sim and Mr.
King. It is they who refuse to rescind this de-

Wheat the Veterans

(Continued from parge 4)

.ever, 33 per cent want more jobs made available,
and 46 per cent want a cash bonus. This gives an
Jindication :as to when the job and bonus question
will become live issues—during the next depres-
sion, It shows why, also, veterans’ organizations

suchvas the AVC have remained primarily middle .

class in membership up to the present. A real -in-
flux of worker ‘'members will occur when the un-
employment crisis becomes actual.

The effect. of capitalist propaganda can be seen
in the reaction to the question asking the veteran
to rate the war effort of “business corporations”
and labor unions. The contribution of the cor-
poration was rated as excellent or good by 62.5
per cent of the veterans, but that of unions as
only 35.4 per cent. It is probable that the poor
showing in this respect can be aseribed to the
heavy propaganda during the war, envy on the
part of the men overseas of those at home, and
lack of first hand experience with the issue in
question, such as the veteran possessés on other
issues. Even Fortune cautions its readers not to
rub their hands gleefully over the apparent an-
tagonism, pointing out that the previous month's
survey :had ‘shown veterans to be -more sympa-

,ENSORSHIP-|

cision. It is they who refuse to heed the protests
of many representative citizens of the United
States, It is El_ley who now are enforcing this ban.

And their act of censorship comes at a time
when the reactionary book ‘burners are straining
at the leash. In America, the book burners have
now been seeking precedents for several years. If
they use this' precedent set by Mr. King and by
Mr. Sim, and if, as a result, the Canadian ban-
ning of Bernard Clare has further censorial con-
sequences, then, it is clear that Mr. King and Mr.
Sim can be charged publicly with responsibility
for such consequences. The iron curtain has not
vet been hung over this continent. And before it
can be, there must be many smaller acts of cen-
sorship. The Bernard Clare action is just such an
action. If it is followed up by others, then we c¢an
well have our own iron curtain.

(Copyright, 1946, James T. Farrell)

Are Thinking - -

thetic to organized labor than the public as a
whole.

This is confirmed by the reaction to wartime
salaries and wages. The salaries of business ex-
ecutives were thought to have been too high by
50.5 per cent of the veterans. Labor’s wartime
wages, however, were thought too high by fewer
veterans—45 per cent. Some 29.5 per cent thought
executives’ wages were about right, but 45 per
cent—15.6 per cent more than in the case of ex-
'ecutives—thought labor’s wages were just. These
totals very clearly reveal that the veteran thinks
that both the salaries of executives and the wages
of workers were too high—in relation to the
the wages that the veteran was getting for the
work he was doing. But the bias in favor of labor
is very evident.

The thinking of the veteran .is further revealed
by a question which posed the nationalization of
war industry. Government ownership was support-
ed by the sizable total of 36.9 per cent, with 50.5
per cent supporting private awnership. The re-
sponse to this particular -question very neatly re-
vealed the class structure of the army: 72 per cent
of the officers supported private -ownership, 'but
-only 48 per cent of the enlisted men did so.

Nathan ReporiL and | NAM - -

(Continued from page 3)

in heavy equipment to create both

output and employment, as well as
profits.”

Elsewhere in these pages, C. M.
Reckert writes: = _ ;

"Corporate met  income :in 1946
reached the highest level in #he his-
tory of the nation despite the fact
that obout one-third of the year was
beset by nnn-prndui:ﬂén occasioned
by strikes. The result of industrial
manufacturers as a whole in 1947 may
surpass even this impressive showing,
providing further disruption of the
national economic situation does not
take place.” _

By “further disruption” this gen-
tleman has in mind strikes for high-

er wages. But if labor was able to
produce record production and prof-
its for big business despite all the

strikes, its productive feats for 1947

without any strikes will surpass
even 1946. This would mean even
greater profits in 1947 than in the

record year 1946. Then, actually,

what the capitalists are asking of
labor is that it keep quiet and accept
its present conditions, while indus-
try and finance continue to reap the
greatest profits
nothing so gives away the capitalist
game as the real estimates of the
capitalist economists when they are
not speaking directly to labor or an-
swering its queries.

in history. And

But disputing with the profession-

al economists and statisticians over
figures is a pretty fruitless game.
Even reliance on a report such as
Nathan made is fruitless. All the
‘Nathan report can do is add to the
ammunition which the labor move-
ment already has in abundance. A
page of statistics won’t add to the
worker’s dissatisfaction which exists
when he gets his pay envelope and
tries to stretch it to meet the needs
of his family. It is only additional
proof of what 'he already knows.
What is really involved, and this is

Calif. Bosses Send
Anti-Labor Sheet
Free to Workers

Workers in the Los Angeles area

are now receiving a weekly news-
paper called the Southern California
Forum: Nobody has ever solicited a
subscription for the paper, it doesn’t
carry any advertising, it ‘gives away
cash prizes in contests, and it is ex-
pected to have a circulation of more
than 250,000 by early spring.

The paper is dedicated to “the best

interests of all Americans,” but a
close glance at the materizl it prints
and the people who back it up, and it
is quite clear whose ‘interests are
being served by this sheet.

The Southern California Forum is

the brain-child of the notoriously
anti-labor Merchants and Manuiac-
turers Assn. of Los Angeles. This as-
sociation launched the paper and then
had a number of the large companies
in the Los Angeles area provide the
names and addresses of their em-
ployees for a mailing list.

These companies pay at-the rate of

§1.00 for a six month subscription
for each of their employees. ‘This
means that in addition to the momney - '
raised and spent for-launching the
newspaper, these companies will pay

a minimum of one-half million dol-
lars each year for this bit of ‘propa-
ganda to be consumed at home.

It is expected to go over like ‘a

bunch of hot cakes. As mentioned
above, it runs contests with cash
prizes, there are comics for the kids,
a women's page, ;
propaganda ‘is supposed to be slick"
stuff, along the new line adopted re-
cently by the ‘National Assocfation of
Manufacturers.

everything., “It's

A -+ typical healine reads, “Em-

ployees receive four-fifths of /every
dollar industry makes. Smaller sums
for employers and -stockholders.”

When a worker reads that headline,

that he and the other workers re-
ceive four-fifths of every dollar- in-
dustry makes, ‘he is expected to feel
that the poor owners of 'industry are
really on the spot.-Hé is'not expected
to figure out, of course, that even ‘in
the bosses’ mathematics ‘this would
mean ‘that out of $100,000,000, each of
the 250,000 readers ‘of ‘the Forum
would get less than $300, and there
wotild still be ‘more “than-$20,000,000
for the handful of owners and stock-
holders.

Our money .is on the workers of

Southern California. If -one single

worker falls for the. propaganda of

the Forum, we'll eat an old sailor
straw and a discarded ukulele that
-are 'lying .up ‘in the attic.

| LaBoR AcTION BOOK SERVICE,
has selected the cheapest,

Build-a Library of .
Socidlist Classics

most authoritative editions
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Trotsky to make it possible:
for the readers -of Labor;
Action to own a complete set:
of the classics of our move-
ment at nominal prices. Any
book in print pertaining to
socialist theory may be ob-
tained through .us.

LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE |
4 Court Square

Long island Gity 1, N. Y. .

what the obtuse labor leaders do not
understand, despite their endless ex-
periences, is that in this kind of
struggle, the demands of labor strike
at the very heart of the capitalist
system itself.

The capitalist economists who rep-
resent big business are defending
the right of the industrialists and
financiers to make profits off the la-
bor of thé millions of wage earners
in the country. The more profit they
make, the better it is for the pros-
perity of the system as a whole—es-
pecially for economists who are on
the payrolls of the business institu-
tions. The share of labor, they freely
admit, is a minor share, enough to
keep “body and soul” together. And
that’s enough. If labor’s share gets
too big, then the profits will decline,
industry will close, unemployment
will rise. For after all, they say with
monotonous repetition, without prof-
its, there is no incentive for big busi-
ness to produce. It follows, there-
fore, the greater the profits, the
greater the incentive. But it also fol-
lows, since wages are directly linked
to profits, the smaller they are the
greater the profits, the higher, the
less the profit. Therefore, keep
wages as low as possible and thus
insure greater profits.

The labor movement cannot there-
fore enter the war of statistics as
though it were its main struggle.
At one time or another it has to say:

We don’t' give a damn ‘about the
profits of a handful of monopoly
capitalists who control the wealth of
the nation. We are interested in the
welfare of the people, of the mass of
wage earners who make up the over-
whelming majority of the people of
the country. It is they who produce
the wealth of the nation and the
profits of the bosses. If the capital-
ists cannot run industry unless their.
profits are safeguarded, if the. peo-
ple have to live at sub-standard 1ev-
els to guarantee these profits, then,
‘we can get along without the capi-
talist parasites. Labor can run .the
industrial machine without any help
from”the coupon clippers. Eliminat-
ing the profiteers will make it pos-
sible to really increase productivity,
the wages of workers, and the level
of existence of the whole people.

But until the ‘labor movement
reaches that kind of maturity, it
must still earry on the big fight:
profits or higher wages; profits or a
higher standard of living; profits or
food, clothing and decent shelter.
But then, too, labor will have to
grow up politically. That means, its
fight will have to become a political
struggle as well as ‘an economic one,
to defeat the capitalists and their
government which daily acts in the
interests of the profiteers. And for
that, labor needs its own party, an
independent labor party to fight for
a labor program of plenty for all.

114 West 14th Street
New York 11, New York

Dear Sirs:

body: of the story itself.
Sincerely,

Addes-in a letter sent to him, that:

A Letter of Correction
From George Addes, UAW
The following letter has been received by LABOR ACTION:

Labor Action Publishing Association

My attention has been called to the November 25, 1946, issue of your *
pa;jé_r, LABOR ACTION. On page 3 of the Magazine -Section, @nd_ as
part of a stor_; headed “A Profile, of a:Political Demagogue,” there ap-
pears a picture of me, under which is printed “Stalinist Accomplice.”

Demand is hereby made that you promptly and conspicuously print
a statement clearly freeing me from the stigma attached to"the char-
acterizations apearing in the heading, under the picture and in the

' GEORGE F. ADDES ;
International Secretary-Treasurer:

In reply LABOR ACTION wishes to state, and has so informed Mr.

. ‘We regret the error which appeared in'the issue of our paper to

| :which -Mr. Addes refers. The:picture and:.caplion were supposed to -

‘* refer ‘to" Congreéssman “Vito Marcantonio, about whom the accompany-
ing ‘story was' written. The story itself contains absolutely no reference
to George F. Addes, and we regret any embarrassment it may -ha‘t_'e
caused -him. The error arose entirely out of an unfortunate mix-up of
“cuts” 'in the printing plant :where we work. We are pleased to rectify
our error by printing George F. Addes’ letter objecting to the ca.pﬂon_
over his picture, as well of this correction.—Editors.

Brogsasn of e
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and ‘the Consumers

Wipe out-profiteerinig:and high prices by -action. Only the workers
can control ‘prices. Labor must have the ‘decisive voice in determini_ﬁg
the prices of consumér conimodities."For wage increases without price
increases. For ppopular ‘price control ecommittees.

1. For ‘a Living Wage

1. For an‘immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator ¢lause in every union contract to provide for.
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises,

3. Foriob and wage security :through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for #'$6000 annual minimum per family.

All. :Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

-1."For a 250 billion dodllar ‘five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental -for -all -and ‘an extensive public works -plan to
provide schools, 'hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. ‘For a national -plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

IV. Tax the Profiteers

For a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per ¢ent on
invested capital. For 'a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.
‘V. 'Nationalize Big Business

“For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial ‘estab-
lishinents, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the:nation and operated under ‘workers’ control.

L] .

'VI. End Discrimination Against the Negro People
For full soeial, ‘political and economic e}\;uality for ‘Negroes.
VH. -'-'Open the Doors to the Jews v
For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeéless Jews of Europe.
to Pilestine or dny coufitry of their choice. ,
“¥1ll. For Full Economic ‘and ‘Educational Opportunities for
Veterans 0 .
1. Readjustment ‘allowance, -on-the:job 'training -subsidy provided
‘by the GI-Bill of Rights, to'bebased on a-wage of $40 a week for sin-
‘gle vetérans and $55 for ‘married véteyans,-plus-$5 a weék for ‘eath
additional dependent. . )
2. For ‘immediate granting of a federal ‘honus of '$1,000 for ‘eath
yéar of -service. '
IX. For Peace and Freedom

1. For the right of all-peoples.and nations:to decide their own fu-
ture. For self-determination for.all nations. Forfreedom of the colonies.

2. :For the ‘withdrawal of all -arties of occupation. Bring the
‘American troops home.:For an end:to conseription. -

‘X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-
ment . '
‘For an'independent Labor Party of the workers and-working farm- -
‘ers-baged on the trade unions. Break with the Républican #nd Demo- |
cratic'Parties. For a government'of and by labor. PRSI TG

7

FOR ‘A SOCIALIST AMERICA “AND ‘PLENTY FOR ALL!

2. For the right of the Jewish Deople to unrestricted immigration |
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ACTION

With the

AKRON
Write to Box 221 for information.

BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 W. Preston St.

Meetings of the Socialist Youth
League are held every Friday at 8
«p.m. Public forums are held the sec-
ond Friday of each month.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS!: 639 _‘Main 8t
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

. LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madison,

2inid Aoor, Chicago 7.
Telephone—CHEsapeake 5708

‘Office hours: 3-6:36 p.m. dally, eX-
vept Bundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day evenings.

CLASSES—every IFriday mnight at
8 o'clock on a series of Marxist clas-
sics. Led by Albert Goldman. First
class begins Friday, January 10, on
" mBoeialism, Utopian and Scientific.”

FORUM—EVERY SUNDAY AT 3
P. M.

. SBunday, January 12—"“The Republi-
can Congress and Labor,” Albert
{Goldman speaking.

Sun_du.y‘ January 19—"Shifts in Eu-
ropean Politics,” D. Gar{iner speak-
ing.

'gi.!'nday. January 26—"The Third
Party Movement and the Washington
Conference of Liberals,” Jack Ranger,
'LABOR ACTION correspondent,
speaking. .

‘BOCIAL—Saturday, January 18, at
8:30 P. M.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE AC-

. TIVITIES:

Business meetings—Sundays at 7
P. M. .

Youth Forum—every Sunday eve-
ning at 8 o'clogck, beginning January
5 on “Fascism—It Cah Happen Here."
Andy Martin, speaker,

Youth: Class—on “Fight for Social-
‘ism” book at 1 p.m. every Sunday, be-
ginning January 12.

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every Thursday at
8:00 p.m. in Carnegle Hall, 1220 Huron,
Road. .

_ The Cleveland branch of the Social-
{st Youth League meets every Tues-
day-—tefinite headquarters not yet es-
tablished. ; )

Youth soclals are held every Friday
or Saturday night. )

For further information write Ber-
nard Douglas, P. O. Box 1130, Sta. B,
‘Cleveland, Ohio.. \

DETROIT

The building which housed the
headquarters of the Detroit branch
has been sold. The Workers Party and
Labor Action local offices have been
moved to the following address: La-
bor Action Hall, Rialto Theater Bldg.,
Rooms 9 and 10, 6361 Gratiot, Detroit
7, Mich, o o ' ;
. Telephone: Plaze 5658. = '

Writé _or phone for information
about the discussion group on “Sta-
linism."”

LOS ANGELES _
Huedquarters at 316% W. Pico near
Olive. Telephone RIchmond 7-3230.
Offtce hours: 12 to 3 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Mon@ay and Friday.

LOUISVILLE

For other information regarding
LABOR: ACTION, New  International
and Workera Party — Write Robert
Duarant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK ‘

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market 5t

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Forums every Friday at 8:30 p.m.
‘at Labor Action Hall, 33_13 Ma_l‘kg‘l‘. Ste:

January 17—Jack Brad, “Rebirth of
Organized Labor in Japan.”

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 Wesat 14th 8t.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
am. to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until % p.m. K

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are weltome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par:
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH: Meets el
Thursday at 8:156 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330. Wilkins Ave., Bronx,

Workers Part

every

HARLEM ‘BRANCH: l Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party ‘Headquarters, 2143 -Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party .City Center, 114 West 14th St,,
third fioor.

Chelsea DBranch Forum — Henry
Judd will speak on THE NEW COLO-
NIAL “FREEDOM"—Thursday, Jan.
16, 8:30 p.m.—at 114 West 14th St

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at

the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL

BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at 8:15 pm. at De Luxe
Palace, 568 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCITALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., sezond floor.

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
IST ¥OUTH. LEAGUE. and LABOR
ACTION, SCHOOL in New York City
‘please - write. or visit. the: Workers
Party. City -Center at 114 West 14th
St., - third floor, or phone CHelsea

"2-9681.

For_information regarding the ac-
tivities and ,affairs. of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. 0. Box 1671.

_Regular class on:the “Role of the

Party. in: the Fight for Socialism" ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30,
. Jaek. Brad, writer for LABOR AC-
TION and The New International, will
discuss . “American Policy in Japan"”
at a forum of the Reading Branch on
Monday, January 20, at 8 p.m. The
place—Qualcers Hall, 126 North 10th
Street.

@AEIE & ias R EE
PHILADELPHIA
. .HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd door).

WP branch meets Wedneédéy at
8 pm.

. Bocialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8:00 p.m.
cents.

LABOR ACTION FORUM BERIES:

Sunday, January 1%: THE SU-
PREME COURT VS THE COAL
MINERS. Speaker: Jack Brad.

Sunday, January 26: WHAT ROAD
MUST THE NEGRO TAKE? A de-
bate, speakers to be announced later.

All forums will be held at Labor
Action Hall, 1139 W. Girard Avenuc
(northeast corner 12th and Girard) at
8:00 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

- . San Francisco Bay Area DBranch
headquarters -at--466 Tenth .St. (corner
Tenth and Broadtway), Room 208,
Oakland., Forums on current prob-
lems every other Sunday at £:15 p.m.
The next will be December 1.

SEATTLE

For information write to P. 0. Box
143, University IPost Office, Seattle,
Wash.

°

For information of Workers Party
addresses -and activities in cities not
listed above, wiite to Workers Party,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. Y. '

WANTED!  WANTED!

| LABOR ACTION needs for
binding purposes
Vol. 10, No. 40
The October 7, 1948, issue
of LABOR ACTION
We will appreciate receiving
any éxtra avdilable copies of
‘this issue and will pay post-
age costs. Send to:
LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

LABOR

Truman Jockeys with GOP

(Continued from page 1)

important sense, merely that small
irritations be outlawed. After all, are
not jurisdictional strikes injurious to
labor as well as to management? They
are. . 2

But it will. be far more injurious
to labor if they are outlawed in Tru-
man’s way. Like bureaucratism and
other evils that injure the best inter-
ests of the union movement, the cure
lies not in the intervention of the
capitalist government and its agen-
cies, but within the labor movement
itself. - . )

All such matters are the business

of labor itself, to be handled by en-
couraging the vigilance and interest
of union rank and files. Otherwise
they lend themselves to a pattern
that could mean the ultimate strangu-
lation of the union movement, as the
capitalist government dictates to the
unions today on jurisdictional strikes,
tomorrow on compulsory arbitration,
the nexi day on the basic right to
strike.
e And having “put one over” on ju-
risdictional strikes, Truman gingerly
advanced to a ban on secondary boy-
cotts and strikes over contract inter-
pretation.

Secondary boycotts are hardly on
the same level as picket-line strike
action. Perhaps they are a. small thing
to yield, not worth bothering with?
Decidedly nof! They are indeed sec-
ondary operations, but the labor
movement must protect its right to
their use. Even Truman recognized
that, with a complicated industrial
structure such as we have, secondary
boycotts are sometimes necessary
weapons of union operation.

And as for a ban on strikes over
contract interpretation, little argu-
ment  is necessary. Eliminate the
right to strike, and the union is at
the mercy of the employer in inter-
preting a contract—notwithstanding
how many “impartial” government
boards are assigned to investiéate.

NO MENTION OF FEPC

At least fifteen of Truman’s forty
minutes were devoted to labor, That
is- why we have examined that sec-
tion of his address in detail. Reading
or listening to Truman is at best a
thankless task. However, the rest of
his address is worth examining if
only to study its emptiness ;and to
discover what is missing.
e First, a very important omission
must be noted. NOWHERE IN HIS

Néw Year's Affair
In Philadelphia
A Huge Success

PHILADELPHIA—On New Year's
Eve the Workers Party of Phila-
delphia held a dance and party at
Labor Action Hall, 1139 W. Girard
Ave. The gala affair was attended by
over 75 people, many of them read-
ers and friends of LABOR AC-
TION.

Much of the credit for the success
of the party goes to the hard work-
ing social committee headed by Joe
Arnold. The committee provided all
of the necessary ingredients for a
successful affair; a beautifully deec-
orated hall, adequate and varied mu-
sie, a large smooth-surfaced dance
area, delicious sandwiches, a selec-
‘tion of hard and soft drinks, paper
hats, noise makers, and a breakfast
of fruit juice, waffles and coffee.

With the coming of the New Year
comes also the resolution, the Work-
ers Party’ of Philadelphia was re-
solved to hold many more social af-
fairs in 1947 to round out its activ-
ity of promoting LABOR ACTION,
of holding an open Forum each Sun-
day might, and of holding formal
study classes.

ADDRESS DID TRUMAN CALL
FOR A FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRAC-
TICES ACT! _ .

Many other things are missing, in-
cluding an anti-poll-tax bill. But we
single out FEPC for mention because
this was part of the 2l-point pro-
gram Truman presented to the last
Congress. As with the Republicans,
who through Joe Martin have warned
Negro Republican leaders that they
had. best forget abotit FEPC, so the
Democrats have shelved FEPC now
that the vote-getting season is tem-
perarily over. It may be resuscitated
in time for the next election. Be-
tween times, they will do nothing to
enact FEPC into law.

WAGE-PRICE ZERO

Most of what Truman did say,
apart from his labor proposals, con-
stituted lit{le more than a great big
zero. However, the very ambiguity
of his other proposals speaks volumes.
# So, for example, on wages and
prices, Truman offered the wisdom
that prices must be held in line.
How? By advising industry to hold
prices down, and to cut them where
profits allow. That is exacfly what

Truman proposed when he abolished -

price ceilings on almost all commod-
ities. We all know how it has worked
out. ' _

He also advised labor not to seek
wage rises that would lead to pricja
rises. In the congrete, since Truman
is definitely not going to uphold the
CIO's e¢rucial centention that wage
increases can be granted without

price increases, that will mean a
continuation of Truman's strike-
breaking. :

Last year, having publicly taken
the position that labor was entitled to
wage increases, Truman thereupon
launched into a vicious display of
strike-breaking. Sfarting more "mod-
.erately” this year, proposing no»wage
‘increases, Truman will at least have
the benefit of greater cohsistency. It
must be remembered that Truman's
declatation ending hostilities did not
declare the duration ended. He there-
fore still has, and may seek to use,
, various wartime emergency powers
against the labor movement ‘in the
event of a national strike wave.

EMPTY TALK

e In an effort to balance his labor
program, which, however “mild,” is
sure to provoke widespread protest,
Truman . -recommieénded to Congress
that it ‘‘consideri'the extension and
broadening of  ‘6Gr Social Security
program, better “housing, a 'compre-
hensive national health' program and
provision for a falir minimum wage.”
There is an obvious need for all of
this, but Truman' did not so much
as by a phrase indicate how any of
this was to be done. It was clearly
added for impressive pa:dding.
¢ Reduced to its ‘éssentials, all Tru-
man could offer 6h housing was an
appeal to private eniterprise. Plus the
specific advice to veterans that the
“primary responsibility to deliver
housing at reasonable prices that vet-
erans can afford rests with private
indusiry and labor.” Plenty of ven-
tilation here, but no housing!
e As his “second major policy” next
to labor, Truman offéered a disquisi-
tion on restricting monopoly.”But it
is so wapid, so utterly vain, as tfo
require no comment.
e Though he did not say so in so
many words, Tiruman implied that
he would not ask for any tax cuts.
Proceeding on our own, by implica-
tion too, we can expect that any ma-
jor tax revisions will be designed to
help the wealthy and leave the poor
with the same scandalous and dis-
proportionate burden they have been
carrying. ’

Last week, in ending hostilities,
Truman announced that various ex-
cise taxes would be lifted by July 1.

Interestingly enough, they were all
on luxury items. Excise taxes that
drain the pockets of the poor remain.
‘e Much else was crowded into the
25 minutes that remained of Tru-
man's address after he had finished
with his labor program. He made it
clear that he would oppose a veter-
ans’ bonus, sdying that no revisions
are needed in present veterans’ laws.
He took a clear and unambiguous
position—yes, we'll say that for him
—on merging the armed forces into
a single department, and on universal
military training (which has more
than a fleeting connection with his
strike - breaking inclinations). He
mumbled something about extending
civil rights in h manner which he
will explain later. He told the farmer
that he was entitled to'a fair income.
He suggested that immigration be
revised to permit more displaced per-
sons to enter—an excellent sugges-
tion—but steered clear of concrete
proposals. He advised the U. S.
Atomic Energy Commission to “fos-
ter the development of atomic "en-
ergy for industrial use and scientific
research.” Sounds nice, doesn't it?

DO NOT BE DECEIVED!

There may be a few points we have
overlooked. If so, they aren't impor-
tant. For, we repeat, the core of the
address concerned itself with his la-
bor program. Given his record, Tru-
map may very well reverse himself
on everything he said—as he has re-
vexsed himself time and time again
since he took office. If, however, he
reverses himself on labor, it will
most likely be to shed the sweetness
of his “moderation” for government
by injunction or the like.

We must not be deceived by this
“moderation,” eéither in the meaning
of the specific proposals or in what
can follow. While AFL, President
William Green has already rushed
into print with a halting approval
of Truman's address, CIO President
Philip Murray, other AFL and CIO
leaders and .railroad brotherhood
spokesmen have not commented. We
hope they will advise Congress that
any move in the direction of legislat-
ing Truman’s proposals will be met
with a storm of labor protest and
action! And that they will then turn
to the business of leading an ag-
gressive national wage drive, this
timé keeping clear of the White
House corridors!

Gas Workers End
Strike in Newark
NEWARK, Jan. 4—Striking gas
workers, members of Local 268, In-
ternational Chemical Workers, AFL,
voted to return to work on yester-
day’s 4 p.m. shift on the condition
that Frederick A. Lydecker, Public-
Service vice-president, négotiate.

The plant continues under state
operation, with profits guaranteed
for the owners. How the government
operates to protect the interests of
the profiteers was revealed during
the strike when police escorted
strike-breakers through picket lines
while pickets jeered.

The strike had its origin in the
impatience of the gas workers with
the runaround they had been getting
while grievances accumulated over
wage rates, and working conditions,
down to such simple i&swes as the
distribution of glovés among the
various . departments in handling
coke, clinkers and gas ovens.

The government, however, refused
to negotiate while the men were out.
Under this * pressure, the workers
-agreed to return to work. What they
gain in negotiations will now depend
on how clearly their representatives

convey to the company and the gov-"

ernment the workers’ willingness to
stand militantly by their demands.

"Until All Have _
Regained Freedom"

Dear Editor:
I should like to add a hearty sec-

ond to your statement in the latest .

issue of LABOR ACTION that agi-
tation for amnesty for the conscien-
tious objectors must be continued -
until every CO has been released
f;'t;n‘-nl jail.

" As your fine editorial pointed out,
President Truman’s establishment of
the three-man Amnesty Board on
December 23 was intended to allay
the pressure for amnesty which has
been building up, but it is a far cry
from the goal we seek. For by At-
torney General Clark’s own admis-
sion, 300 COs and Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses were still behind bars on
Christmas Day. One of them, young

‘Igal Rodenko, of New York City, is

in the' eighth month of his hunger
strike for amnesty at the Sandstone,
Minn,, prison. Our fight will not stop
until all of these men have regained
‘their freedom and civil rights.

With appreciation,

Sincerely yours, -

. ... ALBON MAN

January 6, 1947 * T oandel wi b
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P. 8. As an individual who is a
member of the Workers Defense
League, I noted with pleasure your
editorial plug for the WDL.

Hits Beck Action

In Denver Strike
Dear Editor: .

‘Enclosed you will find a piece that
the parties involved had broadcast
in the most reactionary labor-hating
paper in the U. 'S. (This takes
Hearst into consideration also.)
There has been a four-month-old
strike of 800 employes against the
open shop May Co. The strike is
against the $18.50 basic wadge and
for a union shop.

It has been up to now one of the
most solid fronts ever displayed in
this substandard wage town. Living
costs here compare with New York,
Chicago and elsewhere.

It might be possible for you to
give your readers the reason why
these people came in here and cobn-
tatted this labor hating sheet ‘in-
stead of transacting any business
with the Trades and Labor Assém-
bly which is behind this struggle for

.o.& chance to live as decent human be-
» wings: The whole thing is to'see if the

motives behind Dave Beck’s actions
can be uncovered.

Yours tmuly,

ALBERT BENSON,
Denver, Colo.

(The clipping enclosed, from the
Denver Post, reports an announce-
ment from Paul W. Blinco, interna-
tional represéntative from Oakland,
Calif,, of the AFL Teamsters Union,
that the teamsters would not partici-
pate in a general strike that Den-
ver unions were considering in de-
fense of the May employees. The
article reports Blinco s saying that
he aeted on instructions from Dave
Beck, vice-president of the team-
sters union. The reasons behind
Beck’s action are not difficult to find.
The Beck type of union leadérship
prefers “business unionism” to mili-
tant unionism. It is more conecérned
with maintaining “industrial peace”
than with aggressively promoting
the interests of the working class.
The same behavior was recently ex-
ibited in the Oakland general
strike. Readers can refer to the ar-
ticles we published on the Oakland
strike for further elucidation. We
hope, too, to be able soon to publish
a full-dress #rticle from our Seaitle
correspondents on Dave Beck.—Ed.),

Profit System
And the Negro

Dear Editor: )
“The African to America”:—

For many years I've been in sym-
pathy with the African, or what we
call Colored or Negro. Why? Because
I happened to know the history of
these very unfortunate people. These
poor souls were lashed in their na-
tive country by what is known as the
Hollander Dutch, and brought over
to America. For what? The answer
is profit; or call it the bughouse sys-
tem that produces it. Thus: the im-
perial system that produces sorrow
and tears.

The treatment and tragedy that be-
fell these poor unfortunate souls is
almost beyond descéription, almost be-
yond the comprehension of the hu-
man mind. It was also unlawful to
bring them to the Ameri¢an shore—
but the greed of men took a chance
for profit, and the chances gn their
poor lives. In the sixteenth century
there was a strong law against im-
porting these people to America.
When the officers of the ships learned
officers tied weights ‘en the necks of
that the law was clése at hand, these
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these poor innocent creatures, threw

them overboard into the sea to
drown.

This is history. This has been the
most unfortunate condition in our
structural systém and in the hame of
Christian ecivilization. All students of
ané¢ient hijstory know that these
statements are facts.

However, it has not been alone the
Negro that has suffered tortures of
hell, but all of the underdog ¢lass due
to the system of control of the pow-
ers ‘that be.

The carpenter of Nazareth said be

ye not deceived. However, the wage
slave ‘both white and black has been
told r'nanlyltimes‘ But to lead him out
of the wildérness of misery into the
light of reason seems td be an impos-
sibility. And until such time it will
be thus: as surely as the hand leads
the pen to write.

Mass ignorance lead themselves to

- doom. Thus the world keeps rolling

on ahd mass ignorance keeps rolling
along. May these lines find good
wishes to all men. Ever in good faith.
Dr. Charles Calvin.
St, Louis County, Mo,

SYL SEEKS

By JULIUS FALK
National Secretary, SYL

While the status of the Socialist
Youth League today doesn’t war-
rant an ambitious newspaper proj-
ect, it is nonetheless vitally neces-
sary for our organization to have a
respectable pamphlet which will pre-
sent the program and aims of the
SYL. As yet we do not have a single
printed publication of our own.

An SYL pamphlet can accomplish
two things:

1) It should have an inner educa-
tional value and help raise the
morale of our units.

2) Of at least equal impostance it
will help considerably in our con-
tacting and recruiting.

ASKS CONTRIBUTIONS

Number of young people have
recently requested of our national
office literature presenting the SYL
program. Just think how much more
efféctive it would be if in reply we
could not only send LABOR AC-
TION and other Workers Party pub-
'lications, but supplement them with
a pamphlet published by the SYL,
emphasizing such youth problems as
conseription, inadequate eduecation,
lack of job training, ete., ete.

At the last meeting of our Buro,
it was decided that every effort must
be made in the next month to secure
the finances from members and
friends to overcome this sorely felt
lack of educational and agitational
material. Quotas for our various
youth units have not yet been made.
But it is certain that the cost of a
16 or 32 page pamphlet cannot be
met by the SYL without the help of
friends. Our comrades are young

. people from working class families

without independent means. We are
therefore asking readers and sym-
pathizers to send in contributions,
no matter how small, to help raise
the $200 required to finance this lim-
ited but necessary project.
CHICAGO LEADS RECRUITING

~ In terms of recruiting at least, the
Chicago SYL wunit is setting the
pace. A month ago we didn't have a
real unit in that city—only a frac-
tion and an ineffective one at that.
Today, largely through the efforts of
Comrades Waller and Martin we

Corner. . .
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PUBLICATION FUND

have a relatively large, functioning
unit there. Séven young  tomrades
were recruited in recent weeks and
in a letter from Comrade Waller, we
are assured that in six months we
will have 4 flourishing unit in Chi-
cago “of between 30 and 50 mem-
bers.” : :

The Chicago unit has embarked on
an intensive educational campaign.
Well publicized educationals are held
each week and in addition, a new
class on Shachtman’s pamphlet

“Fight for Socialism” will begin

shortly.

\
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Commission Will
Push Conscription

Truman and the brass hats are stiil
at it—trying to push compulsory
military training down the throats ot
a people who are against if. They've
tried a dozen ftricks to fry to get
money and permission to shove the
youth of this country into the Army.
Truman knows that he can’t continue
much longér the farce that thé war
is still on, so he has worked out a
rew angle to quiet the ‘opposition to
compulsory military training.

He has appointed a committee of
nine which he calls the “Advisory
Commission on Universal Military
Training."” Four of thé nine commit-
tee members are clergymen and edu-
cators. The others are industrialists
and jurists—but not one single brass
hat.

This committee is supposed to look
into the gquestion and maybe come
out with some statement of how
compulsory military training will be
a good thing for the youth if their
religious needs are taken care of and
these young boys are kept away from
bad women. Their report is expected
to sway every young man, mother
and ‘father into permitting Congress
into passing laws for compulsory
peacetime military conscription.

That these laws will be pushed in
the next Congress is foreseen by the
moves made by the Army and Navy
on the same day. The Army an-
nounced it would ask Congress for
permission and money to add 625,000
men annually to its trained reserve.
The Navy also announced it would
lilc» another 250,000 men annually.

PRESS MANAGER'S weimssmni

BY HENRY JUDD =

'LABOR ACTION STANDING OFFER TO DISTRIBUTORS

LABOR ACTION’s Press and Circulation Department has a standing
offer to all branches, literature agents and distributors which, we think, is

not being sufficiently utilized. g

That is our offer of as many copies of LA!OR iﬁ:‘l’l&ﬂ as you wish, over
and above your regular bundle order, at the nominal price of one cent per
copy. We offer to provide anyone with these papers not, of course, on a

regular, weekly basis, but from time to time for special distribution and pro-

motional purposes.

Needless to say, this special price of one cent is far below what it costs
to print and publish a single copy of LABOR ACTION. But we are anxious
to help all those who desire to help LABOR ACTION in its expansion and
promotional efforts. Qften an introductory copy of the papeér can lead to

subseriptions, or a steady reader and purchaser of the
‘LABOR ACTION agent, newsstand or book: store.

paper from the

Is there a special union meeting coming up in your locality? Thén order
extra copies of LABOR ACTION for distribution and sales at this meeting.
Is there a political event or gathering about to take place in your city?
Then plan to cover it with these one cent copies of LABOR ACTION. Is a
labor demonstration, or consumer’s action about to take place? Then
LABOR ACTION should be at this event, too! An alert literature agent
will be on the watch for such happénings and have his order in to out office
in time—that is, by noon Thursday of each week. See what’s going on in
your city, and have LABOR ACTION on the job. Bring the papei' before

the labor and radical public.

Because of the New Year’s holiday season, subscriptions have fallen off
cqnsnderably in the past two weeks, but we expect a pick-up now with the
I}Te,w_ Ye_ar well under way and our agents back on the job. Following is the
list for the past week, containing npew subseriptions and renewals sent in:

SAN FRANCISCO
Detroit
Akron .
Baltimore
Buffalo ...
New York City .
Philadelphia ... ... .. .. . .
.West, Virginia
Boston ... ...

Los Angeles ... .. ...
Newark ... ..
San Pedro

Miscellaneous’

TOTAL ..o

Address

| Want to Subscribe to
THE NEW EIGHT-PAGE
LABOR
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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.. Zone.......... State.........ooooveneil,

50 Cents for Six Months
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$1.00 for a Year
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CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE CIRCULATES PETITIONS TO PLACE CANDIDATE ON BALLOT

Chicago WP Opens Goldman-for-Mayor Drive!

CHICAGO, ILL.—To give the workers
of Chicage an opportunity te register
their pro-labor convictions in the
1947 city. election, the Workers Party
.has nominated Albert Goldman as so-
clalism's candidate 'for mayor of Chi-
cago.
* A Goldman campaign committee,
composed entirely of trade unionists
and war ‘veterans, has already been
established in the Chicago headquar-
ters of the Workers Party, at 1501
Madison Street. Petitions have been
‘printed, and workers are canvass-
dng the city to obtain the necessary
88,000 signatures to place Goldman’s
name on the ballot for the election
April 1.
Goldman’s candidacy marks the
first time in many years that the
program of international socialism

has been presented to the workers of
Chicago in an election campaign.
As socialism's candidate for mayor
of Chicago, Goldman will advocate a
city ordinance barring any rent in-
creases, the diversion of all building
materials to the construction of
homes and apartments, and opposi-
tion fo all restrictive covenants now
being used to confine a large Negro
_population to the ghettos of the city.
(See story on page eight for the
Workers Party city campaign plat-

form.) ,

“Until sufficient homes and apart-
ments are constructed to adequately
house the people of Chicago, all
commercial hotels should immediate-
ly be taken over by the city and con-
verted to homes for the homeless,”
stated Goldman today in his cam-

CIO Council Names
3 Labor Candidates

CHICAGO—ALt a special meeting on
Monlay night, December 30, the
‘Ohicage Council of the CIO took an
important step toward independent
political laber action by unanimously
endorsing three CIO members as
candidates for aldermen in the forth-
coming municipal elections.

'The candidates, all members and
officers (president and shop commit-
teemen) of Revere Local 477, UAW-
CIO, are Frank Wesolowski in the
32nd Ward, Charles Chiakulas in the
35th Ward and S. Salvatore Mazza
in the 36th.

FOR LABOR PARTY

Local 477 had some months back
acopted a resolution favoring the
formation of an Independent Labor
Party. Not content with the adoption
of a resolution, the leadership of the
local formed a Labor Party Commit-
tee. After a thorough discussion is
was decided to take advantage of the
opportunity afforded by the munici-
pal glections and put forward three
candidates for aldermen in the area
around the Revere plant.

Candidates in the aldermanic elec-
tions .run as independents, without

party label, but the campaign for
these unlon men will revolve around
the slogan of Independent Labor Po-
litical Action.

At the previous meeting jof the
Council of the CIO, Charles Chiaku-
las, president of the Revere Local
and one of the candidates, tossed a
bombshell into the proceedings by
making a motion that the Council
immediately endorse the three candi-

“dates of his local. In'a speech sup-

porting his motion, Brother Chiaku-
las stated that his motion was being
made deliberately on the basis of in-
dependent action on the ‘part of labor,
in politics and as a direct contrast to

the PAC policy of supporting candi-

dates. of the Democratic and Repub—
lican Parties.

Charging the CIO with failure in
its political program, Chiakulas stat-
ed that the only way labor could go
forward was by independent p=liti-
cal action and that the time to start
was now.

Opposition to this motion came
from those who objected to an en-
dorsement without previous cohsid-

eration by the Council Executive
Board, and a motion to refer to the
Board was made. It was lonly after
agreement was reached that a spe-
cial Council meeting should be called
by the 30th of December to consider
the Board’s recommendation, that
the motion to refer was carried."

It is interesting to note that no
defense of PAC policy was made, It
should also be known that there are
no Stalinists in the Chicago CIO
Council.

CHOOSE COMMITTEE

The. Executive Board of the Coun-
cil came into the meeting without a
recommendation because they could
not muster a quorum for considera-
tion of this matter. The Board was
on the spot to a certain extent and
passed the buck directly to the
Council. The Council knew what to
do. There was not a single vote in
opposition to the endorsement of ine
three CIO aldermanic candidates.

However, once the meotion was
passed, the Council leadership im-
mediately moved to implement the
endorsement with the establishment
of a representative committee estab-
lished specifically to help promote
the campaign.

From récent actions in the CIO
Council it is apparent that a pro-
gressive group is erystallizing rapidly.
. This action represents a start;
though only a small one, on the road
of direct participation by labor in
politics independent of the Demo-
eratic and Republican Parties. Those
who are spearheading this action are
determined to continue the fight un-
til a Labor Party is organized and
functioning.

Heavy opposition is expected from
much of the top leadership of the
union movement, who are defaulting
in their leadership by not moving

heaven and earth to form a Labor,

Party. The leaders of many locals
and many rank and filers will not be
daunted by this opposition but will
continue their educational work-and
undertake concrete actions such as
the present campaign, until the op-
position will succumb or be sacked.
Out of this campaign will no doubt
arise a permanent committee to carry
on the work in the coming months.

;l‘rumam Strikebreaker

We reprint below an editorial that appeared in the January 3, 1947
issue of the Seafarer’s Log, weekly organ of the Seafarers Internatlonal
Union, under the same heading as was used by the sailors’ paper.

Within the next few months, after the Republican Congress takes‘qfﬁce,
we can look forward to new attempts to put over a Compulsory Military

Training Law. Not that the Democrats would not do the same;

it's just

that the Repubs will now be able to take the play away from the party that
has been in power in Washington for close to 14 years.

All the howling in the world that the Congress will do, cannot convince
any thinking American that compulsory military training is necessary for
our protection against foreign enemies. The atomic bomb makes any old
idea of defense look silly. From now on, men will not win wars, they will

merely be killed in them.

When Congressmen and businessmen ask for military training for the young
people of the United States, their real idea is to build up a vast anti-labor
reservoir that can be used to break strikes and to grind labor down to noth-
ing. That has always been the ambition of the bosses, and with compulsory
military training, they have their best chance of making it come true.

Soldiers, and those other people who are trained ‘to follow orders with-
out question, are the only ones who can be depended upon to carry out the
anti-labor plans of the big- 5}101;3 who want to extend their power over you,

you, and you.

All the smug words of the Senators and Representatives in Wushmgton
cannot hide the real purpose of the coming drive to make robots out of the
citizens of the United States. While they preach preparedness for war, they
will be practicing preparedness for the war against labor. Before the hos-
tilities in Europe and Asia were over, soldiers in many southern camps were
already being trained in strike breaking techniques: use of billy clubs, tear

Only the white light of publicity stopped this move in its tracks. But if
the training of our young people in peacetime becomes the law of the land,
nothing will be able to stop the forward march of the anti-labor, fascistic
big businessmen and their stooges—the men we elect to Congress, but who
represent only the wealthy and powerful.

As seamen, we see what is up the sleeve of the red-tape artists. They
let the cat out of the bag when the Maritime Commission stated that some
of the men who will be drafted under the new program should be assigned

to the merchant marine for training.

In an already overcrowded industry, this has but one meaning. If the mer-
chant seamen are forced to fight like dogs for jobs, they may be induced to
give up the gains they have made, at such a great cost, over the past few
years, And pushing men into the industry by means of compulsory training is

ong way to bring on this condition.

The fat boys have tipped us off to what they are really trying to put
over. Now that we have the warning, let’s do our level best to stop them
cold, If we don’t we may be out in the cold instead.

hN

—.—J.
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paign  headquarters.. “The city

should likewise take over.all homes *

and apartments vacant more than
60 days and make them available at
low rentals to those in such desper-
ate need of housing.”

BOSS PARTIES BANKRUPT

“Neither the Democratic nor Re-
publican machines, which aim to
continue their political monopoly in
this city, merit support of the peo-
ple,” contended Goldman. “Through
a -secret agreement, they have di-
vided Illinois between them, Chicago
to the Kelly machine, and the state
to the Green machine.”

After 20 years of Democratic Party
rule in this city, said the Workers

+ Party candidate, "all that the Kelly
machine can boast of is a scandalous
housing situation, a ruined school sys-

tem, cruel mistreatment of a large -

Negro population, a police force
whose main concern is strike-break-
ing, costly but fruitless and planless
schemes to make the city a better
place for its citizens, and a nearly
bankrupt city treasury.”

In an effort .to cover up for in-
competency and graft, the Demo-
crats have nominated a big business-
man, Martin Kennelly, to front for
them in the city election. Kennelly
is tied by a thousand cords to the
other wealthy businessmen and real
estate operators and operators of
this ecity, and of course would do
nothing to hurt their interests. Ken-
nelly is a director of Wilson & Co.,
one of the city's big packing plants
which profiteered unmercifully at
the expense of the people during the
recent meat shortage.

The Republican Party, controlled by
the McCormick-Green-Chicago Tri-
bune machine, has nominated a man
named Russell Rcot. Both Root and
Kennelly are completely acceptable
to Big Business and the boss press.
But they are unacceptable to the peo-

ple of Chicago. Neither of these boss
politicians has shown any interest in,
or understanding of, the problems of
the workers.

Both boss parties cater cynically
to the most backward prejudices of
the large numbers of foreign-born
in Chicago, but do nothing to help
solve the really pressing problems of
these citizens.

NEED LABOR CANDIDATES

Unfortunately, the union leaders
have not measured up to their re-
sponsibility in this election by nomi-
nating labor’s own candidates to run
in opposition to the boss parties.
Were a united labor movement in
Chicago to nominate such a mayor-
alty candidate, the Workers Party
would gladly withdraw Albert Gold-
man :to throw its support to the
union slate, the Goldman campaign
committee announced in an election
leaflet.

"If ever the workers will need their
own people in office, it is in the com-
ing period,” said the committee, '"We
must have a new type of government,
a government that will act for the
workers not only on rare occasions of
great mass pressure, but one which
consciously and continually ond en-
thusiastically gives the right of way
to the needs and interests of labor.
The two old parties vie with one an-
other for new ways to hogtie labor.
The Workers Party proudly champions
and defends the union movement.

“A start has been made by the
CIO toward independent labor po-
litical action. But the leaders of the
CIO-PAC must cease the ruinous
policy of throwing support to can-
didates of the boss parties, who of
course betray labor as soon as they
take office. The PAC must be turned
into a labor party, locally and na-
tionally, and must run labor’s own
candidates in opposition to the boss

political parties,” said the Goldman
campaign commtitee.

ALDERMANIC CANDIDATES

Several Chicago unions are run-
ning their own brother unionists as
aldermanic candidates in this elec-
tion, in opposition to the candidates
of the Republican-Democratic circus.

.Such union candidates, already en-

dorsed by the city CIO council, are
those in the'32nd, 35th and 36th
wards.

""While the Workers Party conducts
i*'s own indeperident election. cam-
paign and has no organized relation-
ships with these candidates, we urge
you to vote for them, as a step to-
ward building a labor party,” an-
nounced the Goldman committee.

The committee urged workers to
give no support to Stalinism or its
candidates in the election.

VOTE FOR GOLDMAN

In its closing appeal for support,
the Goldman campaign committee
stated in its leaflet:

"Your vote for Albert Goldman for
mayor - of Chicago means that you
realize the workers must organize po-
litically as well as economically, tind
must act independently of the bosses
and their two parties.

"Your vote for the Workers Party
candidate means you' understand the
need for a local labor party, @ na-
tional labor party, and for a workers’
government in thé United States com-
mitted to a program of interngtional
socialism.”

The committee is seeking to ar-
range for radio time for Comrade
Goldman, and at least three broad-
casts are planned. A number of pub-
lic meetings will be held. The Work-
ers Party candidate will also address
numerous voters’ gatherings
throughout the city. Watch LABOR
ACTION for announcements of
maetings and radio talks.

Plan Anti-Labor Legislation

Aroused Labor Movement Sole Bar to Reactionary Congress Schemes

Though it has not yet discussed
the matter, the 80th Congress prom-
ises to be a happy arena for the leg-
islative reactionary of big business

" in hoth the Democratic and Republi-

can parties. Since the Republicans
now have a congressional majority,
their program assumes a special im-
portance. In this article we will lim-
it ourselves only to the various pro-
posals for anti-labor legislation
which have already filled reams of
newspaper space and which are the
prelude to some sort of anti-labor
legislation.

These lines are being \-.ntten be—
fore President Truman’'s state-of-
union speech but it is expected that
he will go along with the anti-labor
tide in Washington; he will, how-
ever, probably play the role of tem-
perate and moderate restrainer on
the wild men of Congress in order
subsequently to be able to claim that
he was doing labor a favor. Between
the blatantly reactionary congress-
men, like Hoffman of Ohio, and Tru-
man’s “mild” anti-labor proposals
there will result some sort of “com-
promise’’—in which, as Wilbur Bal-
dinger writes in the January 4, 1947
issue of The Nation, “‘organized la-
bor is in for it.”

ANTI-LABOR PROGRAM

Present indications are that the
following proposals would constitute
a “minimum program” for the anti-
labor bloe, most of them being as-
sured of the support of the Truman
administration:

1) Establishment of “emergency
boards and arbitration procedures

to handle national industrial crises
in utilities” (Baldinger in The Na-
tion)—which category would be so
stretched as to include most basic
industries. These boards could either
declare a strié a “menace to na-
tional welfare’” and thereby outlaw
it, or have some delaying powers.

2) Revision of the Wagner Act to
permit employkrs to request new
collective-bargaining elections which
would challenge already-gained un-
ion recognition. This would mean
that the bosses could keep harassing
unions mtermlnahly and that they
could seize on“wécasional periods of
union difficulty to destroy long-won
bargaining rights.

3) Legislation to scuttle portal-to-
portal elaimsswhich now come to $2
billion and which the employers are
loath to pay.

NAM PROPOSALS

In addition, however, their are
proponals which cut further into la-
bor’s rights. The “liberal” program
for labor advanced by the National
Association for Manufacturers adds
four more vicious proposals:

1) Prohibition of industry-wide
bargaining and of “joint wage ac-
tion” affecting more than one em-
ployer. This proposal would make
impossible the elementary solidarity
between workers in one industry;
for instance, it would be impossible
for the Ford auto workers at pres-
ent to help their brothers at Allis-
Chalmers who' are on strike and
later if the Ford workers went on
strike, it would be impossible for the
Allis-Chalmers, workers to help
them.

2) Rip up “union-security” provi-
sions of closed-shop contracts.

3) Ban so-called “sympathy”
strikes and restrict strikes only to
“wages, hours. and working condi-
tions.” This would again prevent
solidarity between workers.

4) Protect strike-breakers from
mass picketing.

PRICE WE PAY

Though there is great danger of
seriously restricting anti-labor legis-
lation, it seems doubtful at present
that the more extreme measures will
be enacted. For one thing labor's
strength is at present too great for
it to be flouted too openly. For an-
other, elections are around the cor-
ner and the Republicans—with the
scent of long sought-after vietory in
their nostrils—will not risk driving
labor into enthusiastic support of
their opponents.

To make these qualifications, how-
ever, is not in any way to deny that
labor faces serious dangers in Wash-
ington in the coming months. The
Republican majority in Congress
will undoubtedly make some patch-
work agreement with the Truman

administration for certain restric-
tive legislation. It is the price which
the workers of this country are pay-
ing for the disastrous policy of the
union leaderships in giving labor’s
support to one or the other of the
two capitalist parties—both of them
at present determined to drive a
knife in labor's back, even if there
are some dtsagreements on how
deeply to drive it.

“'Socialist” Minister Directs
Tanks Against Indo-Chinese

JANUARY 5—“Before any negotia-
tions today it is mecessary to have a
military decision. I am sorry, but one
cannot commit such follies as the
Viet Namese have done,” said Marius
Moutet, the “Socialist” French Min-
ister for Overseas Territories. With
this statement Moutet reiterated the
determination of the Blum cabinet—
a determination enthusiastically
shared by the French Stalinists—to
crush in blood the national freedom
movement of the people of Indo-
China.

The ultra - reactionary representa-
tive of the French aristocracy, Count
Phillippe de ‘Hauteclogue (General
Leclerce), is leading French military
forces in using tanks, heavy artillery
and Spitfire fighter-bombers to main-
tain the bloody rule of the French
bankers on the Indo-Chinese penin-
sula.

In view of these developments, it
is strange to read the message of
Ho Chi Minh, President of the Viet
Nam Republi¢, which was addressed
to Leclerc over the Viet Nam radio
station on January 3:

“You are a great soldier and a pa-
triot of Viet Nam. I you succeed in
beating ys, your glory will be lar-

nished. An equitable peace can still
be attained.”

This mystery becomes clarified,
however, when we read the statement
of the French Stalinists (who on De-
cember 28 had voted in approval of
a resolution in the Council of the
Republic affirming the “ecivilizing
mission of France” in Indo-China) in
the December 29 issue of their paper,
“L'Humanité”:
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“Ho Chi Minh is a man who thinks
there should be negotiations with the
French., He thinks this, has said it
and has proved it.”

The statement urged French col-
laboration with Ho Chi Minh, and
praised Ho with all the sickening
terms of adoration which the Stalin-
ists usually bestow on their stooges.

Ho Chi Minh, President of the
Viet Nam Republic, is also the head
of the Annamese Communisty Party.
He'is a graduate of a Moscow school
for Stalinist leaders and spent many
years with the Chinese Stalinists, By
supporting the French Stalinist
scheme of Viet Nam independence
“within the framework of the French
Union,” he is betraying the founding
principles of the Viet Nam Republic.
The declaration of independence of
this republic, dated September 2,
1845, declared:

“We, members of the provisional
government, representing the popu-
lation of Viet Nam, declare that we
abolish all connections with impe-
rialist France, annul all treaties that
France has signed on the subject of
Viet Nam, abolish all the privileges
that the French have arrogated en
our territory.”
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Albert Goldman:

Albert Goldman, socialism’s can-
didate for mayor of Chicago, is a
tested working class leader known to
thousands of union men and women
from coast to coast.

Internationally known as attorney
for the late Leon Trotsky, exiled
revolutionist who was murdered by
an agent of the Soviet secret police
in Mexico City in August, 1940,
Goldman has long been identified

with the labor movement in Chicago.
Comrade Goldman was raised in
Chicago, graduating from the Chi-
cago public schools and later from
the University of Cincinnati. While
employed in Chicago’s clothing fae-
tories, he decided to become a labor
attorney. Graduating from North-
western University’s law school in
1925, Goldman soon became an out-
standing defender of umons in- the
courts.

As counsel for the International
Labor Defense in the late nineteen
twenties and early thirties, Goldman

Prominent Fighter
In Socialist Cause

defénded hundreds of workers ar-
rested in strikes and demonstrations.
In 1932 he was kidnaped by a vigi-
lante mob in Danville, Ill., for de-
fending a group of unemployed
workers.

In 1931 he made a trip to the So-
viet Union, and what he saw of Stal-
in's régime led him to break with
the Communist Party and to accept
Trotsky's revolutionary views.

In 1937 Goldman was Leon Trot-
sky’s defense attorney before the
Commission -of Inquiry ,which con-
ducted hearifigs in Mexico City into
the Moscow frameup trials. The
commission, headed by the philoso-
pher John Dewey, subsequently
found Trotsky innocent »of the

" charges leveled against him by Stal-

in’s government, and found Stalin
‘guilty of perpetrating a frameup on
the old Bolsheviks.
MINNEAPOLIS DEFENDANT

In 1941, Goldman was attorney

' for, and -one of the defendants in,

the Minneapolis labor case in which
29 trade unionists and Trotskyists
were charged with advocating revo-
lutionary socialism and opposing the
entrance of the United States into
the recent war. With other defend-
ants, Goldman served a 16-month
sentence in the Sandstone federal
pemtentiary for his socialist convic-
tions.

One of the outstanding speakers
of the socialist movement, Goldman
is also the author of mnumerous

pamphlets on socialism, among them .

“In Defense of Socialism,” “The As-
sassination of - Leon Trotsky—The
Proofs of Stalin’s Guilt,” and “Whut
Is Socialism?”

Max Shachtman, national cha1r-
man of the Workers Party, will go
to Chicago to aid the Goldman cam-
paign committee, which is composed
entirely of trade unionists and re-
turned war veterans. Goldman him-
self is a veteran of the' Pirst World
War,

Conmbuﬂons Mount
Towards $5,000 Fund

By NATHAN GOULD

Our drive for $5,000.00 has made a substantial step forward since last
week when our total raised registered only $752.00 or 15 per cent of the
goal. At the end of the second week of the drive only Newark, New York,
Chicago and Detroit had made contributions. This week Streator, Boston,
San Francisco, Philadelphia, Akron, Cleveland, and the Los Angeles and
San Pedro branches joined the race.”There are still eight units which have

not as yet entered the running.

Although the last week’s returns equaled the total of the first two weeks
the drive is still well behind schedule. Only $1,831.10 has been collected thus
far. Three of our branches notified us that the drive in their logals has been
interfered with by holiday lay-offs. Several branches have requested that
the deadline on the drive be extended to February 1. We have agreed to do
this, but urge that all efforts be made to fulfill and over-subscribe local

quotas at the earliest date.

Let’s drive to double again the total received to date, by next week.
e

BRANCH Quota Contribution Percentage
Streator . ... ... ..........:$% 500  § 400 80
Newark 20000 155.00 77
New York ................. 210000 1056.00 50,
Boston -.... 35.00 15.00 42
Chicago 500.00 181.00 36
San Francisco ... 300.00 102.00 34
Philadelphia ...cccciiieciiinneiiennnns dagvaus 250.00 72.10 29
AKRTON et s ssevassanesaes 150.00 27.00 18
Cleveland 150.00 20.00 13
Los Angeles ATEa ..oocovmrsmmcsemnenns 200.00 27.00 18
‘Detroit 300.00 31.00 10
Baltimore .... 25.00 00.00 00
Buffalo 300.00 00.00 00
Hibbing 5.00 00.00 00
Lomigville aganiiaaaiaimae 65.00 00.00 00
Reading isisnsmnmnimetwiissisigis 75.00 00.00 00
Bt BotiE | sansmmanstmnnmmsismmeiing 40.00 00.00 00
BEALEIE  .coisupimsssvmoneisis e aavsss s 200.00 00.00 - 00
Youngstown ........... 35.00 00.00 00
Miscellaneous 65.00 106.00 . 168
Individual Contributions .......... astihe —_— 35.00 —
$5000.00. . .., . $1881.10

36%
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: LABOR ACTION FUND
I' Leng Island City 1, N. Y.
I 4 Court Square

.

: | am enclosing $.......... .. ..
|

I

1

| Name

|

]

| Address

I

I

................... as my contribution to the
LABOR ACTION Fund to help continue and sustain the Eight-Page paper:
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