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LOS ANGELES, Jan. 27 —To-
night marked the beginning of
a well-planned campaign by
the Workers Party of Los An-
geles to roll up a big working
class vote in the April 1 pri-
mary for Hal Draper, candidate for
city councilman from the Seventh
Distriet. :

The legal filing fee of $144, a device
to keep working class candidates off
the ballot in this so-called non-parti-
san primary, was scraped up and paid
this morning, The first of a series of
daily mobilizations to canvass house-
to-house for nominating signatures
took place this evening. Although 500
signatures are legally sufficient 1o
put WP City Organizer Draper on
the ballot, 1,000 will be collected as
insurance against the whims of elec-
tion officials 'where working class
parties are concerned. Signatures
must be in the eity clerk’s office by
February 15.

Draper is rupning on an eight-
point program explained in a four-
page give-away with which the dis-
trict will be saturated: 1. Against
Jim Crow; 2. A $100,000,000 city-
county housing program and com-

WP Runs Draper
For Councilman
In Los Angeles

plete shut-down of commercial con-
st®uction; 3. A city ordinance to
freeze rerts at present levels; € End
police strike-breaking; 5. Unification
of the 17 transit lines under munici-
pal ownership; 6. A nursery school
program for children of working
mothers, to be incorporated in the
city school program; 7. Reduction of
ulility rates by city owned Bureau
of Light and Power, now in posses-
sion of a huge surplus; 8. The social-
ist reorganization of society.
Groundwork for this first election
campaign of the WP here began in’

the district last June. Bubscription .

drives won many readers for LABOR
ACTION among the Negroes, who are
a large minority in the area; a num-
ber of contacts have been established
which are expected to prove valuable
in the work of the campaign. Wide
distribution is planned for the illus-
trated pamphlet, “Jim Crow in Los
Angeles,” authored by Draper, now
coming off  the press. Weekly press
releases will be offered to metropol-
itan and Negro papers. A downtown
meeting in March to be addressed by
Max Shachtman will be used to focus
interest in Draper’'s candidacy, and
an election eve rally in the district
will bring the campaign to a climax.

Reuther Takes Union
Situation to Ranks

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Jan. 26—Isolated in the
top leadership of the UAW-CIO,
Walter P. Reuther, union president,
finally has gone direetly to the ranks
for support in his serious situation.

At two well attended meetings on
the west and east sides of Detroit,
Reuther outlined the story of the
bitter faectional struggle raging on
the international executive board, at
which every important.suggestion he
has offered has been disapproved by
the George Addes-R. J. Thomas-
Richard T. Leonard-Stalinist bloec.
Even when the majority bloc agreed
on policy, the¥ turned down his mo-
tions, and imade their own, Reuther
declaréd!

“PROPOSED CONFERENCE

The main charge he made was that
this bloe put factional interests above
the union interests, and Reuther
gave a series of examples to prove
his pointy The, reduction of impor-
tant depaﬁtmeﬁts under the guise of
economy at a time when heavy ex-
penses werg occurred in less essen-
tial work, was one example. One
epecial example was the request of
Reuther for another person in the
important unemployed compensation
department, Eqen though a majority
of the Addeg bloc agreed to the idea,
it was vetoed because two members
of that bloc were against it. “Any-
time anyone in our caucus is against
a proposition we are pledged to vote
against it,” Addes said, according to
Reuther.

Reuther told his audiences of ‘a
special offer he made months ago to
the anti-Reuther bloc. He proposed
that both sides hold a joint national
conference attended by rank and
filers, and both sides debate their
differences and a program for the
union. He pledged in advance he
would abide by what the majority of
the rank and file advocated. This
proposal was turned down.

'PROMISES AC STORY

Reuther also told of a bid made to
him by the Stalinists. When he spoke
for unity at a board meeting, an im-
portant Stalinist intermediary told
him: “If you want to talk over unity,
don’t bother with them (IEB mem-
bers) but see us.”

This incident was patt of the at-
tack Reuther made against the Com-
munist Party. He repeated his attack
against “outside interference,” “par-
ty guys,” the CP stand during the

Portal Claims Face All-Side

war for incentive pay and the speed-
up, the flip flops before and after the
Stalin-Hitler pact. He criticized
“people who put political interests

- before union interests.” The ambig-

uity of his stand indicates that Reu-
ther hasn’t fully made up his mind
what kind of tactics he is going to
use in fighting the Stalinists. It is
significant that he spoke of his bloc

- with Philip Murray, CIO president,

in all his moves.

Reuther did not deal at length
with the Allis-Chalmers situation,
although it is a well-known fact that
he holds the Stalinists primarily re-
sponsible for the prolongation of
that long-drawn out strike. He prom-
ised & full and complete story on that
|00,

AMBIGUOUS PROGRAM

Insofar as his own program is
concerned, Reuther reiterated his
fundamental idea of higher wages
without price increases, and outlined
as a must in the next period a na-
tional united labor conferences of the
CIO, AFL and independent unions,
to adopt a basic labor legislative
program, a united defense fund, and
to solve jurisdictional disputes with-
in labor.

At one of the meetings, in response
to a question as to why he didn’t sup-
port a labor party program, he re-
peated his time worn alibi of “the
time is not ripe, etc., ete.” Reuther
was rather ambiguous on the matter
of defining “honest trade union pol-
icy” vs. “politics,” and he left doubt
in the audiences mind just what he
was talking about.

The enthusiasm of both audiences
to his talk showed that his popularity
among the rank and file remains
high, for most of the audiences con-
sisted of workers from the shops.
Another significant indication was
an incident in région 1-D where
Kenneth Forbes, regional director,
switched from Reuther’s camp to the
opposition. At a meeting of executive
board members and officers of local
unions in the Grand-Rapids-Muske-
gon area, Forbes' new policies were
rejected by an overwhelming vote,
with a few abstentions.

The eoming loecal union elections
next month and March in which Reu-
ther and anti-Reuther slates will
compete in most elections, will show
the trend in the UAW-CIO. Reuther
urged his followers to concentrate
on that problem in the next couple
‘of months.
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UAW Local
Wins Close
Vote at A-C_

BULLETIN: The UAW won the State
Employment Relations Board election
at Allis-Chalmers by a vote of 4122
against 4,015 for the independent,
company-dominated union.

By KEN HILLYER

MILWAUKEE, Jan. 26—At the mo-
ment of writing, hundreds of workers
of the Allis-Chalmers Company in
West Allis, Wis,, are filing into the
Municipal Auditorium in ‘downtown .
Milwaukee to vote whether or not
there shall be a union at the AC
company.

Volunteers to help Local 248, UAW-"
CIO, in its crucial battle have poured
in from all centers of the state and
Northern Illinois. A running cab
service has been set up to taxi the
AC workers to and from the polling
booths.

The election, the first of its kind
held during a strike in the state of
Wisconsin, was ordered by the Wis-
consin Employment Relations Board
and upheld by Federal Judge F.
Ryan Duffy. Duffy happens to be
(only by accident, of course) the
brother-in-law of Harold W. Storey,

(Continued on page 2)

Demand Indo-China Freedom!

Viet Namese, WP and-SWP
Picket French Consulate

NEW YORK—Chanting slogans in be-
half of freedgm for Indo-China and
against the use of American arms by
French imperialism, several hundred
people picketed the French consulate
in this city on January 25. The pro-
t+est demonstration was initiated by
the Workers Party and conducted
jointly with the Socialist Workers
Party and a group of Viet Namese
living in New York.

‘The two latter groups responded
to a call of the Workers Party for
a united protest demonstration and
all three groups marched in the pick-
et line with banners declaring sup-
port to the Viet Nam, Indo-Chinese
independence movement,

The picket line was held on a sun-
ny Saturday afternoon and thou-
sands of persons passing by Rocke-
feller Center, where the French con-
sulate is located, saw the colorful,
thickly-massed line winding around
the street. It continued for one hour
and concluded with the singing of
the socialist hymn, The Internation-
ale. Copies of the joint statement is-
sued by the three sponsoring groups
were: distributed to passers-by, as
were copies of LABOR ACTION by
members of the Workers Party.

After the demonstration represen-
tatives of the three groups attempt-
ed to call upon the French consul
but were informed by the police that
only one representative would be re-
ceived. Thereupon Mr. Din-Ba-Ngo-
an, representing the Viet Namese

Congressmen Act to Squeeze Through Broad Anti-Labor Legislation on

JANUARY 28—Portal-to-portal claims
faced an all-sided attack as govern-
ment-profiteer representatives sought
to make the issue the focus of their
campaign against labor.

e The Justice Department last week,
as “a friend of the court,” asked that
the claims be thrown out of the Su-
preme Court unless evidence were in-
troduced that the claims are really
substantial and not against the pub-
lic interest. The legal brains of the
Justice Depariment dusted off some
legal mumbo-jumbo about “de mini-
mis” in their plea to invalidate the
verdict of Judge Picard, who, in 1943,
in the United States District. Court in
Detroit, awarded an aggregate of

.'$2,400 in pvertime claims to CIO-or-

ganized workers at the Mount Clem-
ens Pottery Company.'

e While the Justice. Department
asked, the Supreme Court to rule
against the workers in this test case
‘because the claims were riot substan-
tial; Representative- Knutson (R,

Minn.), holding that the size of the
claims constiftute a menace to the
economy, introduced a bill into Con-
gress which would deny the courts
jurisdiction in portal suits. His bill
is based on the contention that a
Treasury decision to allow tax re-
bates to employers who might have
to shell out on back pay claims would
mean a terrific loss in revenue to the
government. He did not explain why
employers should receive these tax
rebates!

e House Republican leaders placed
the portal-to-portal issue on top of
the agenda, and the Senate Judiciary
Committee reached what the press
calls the “decisive” stage in consid-
ering legislation against portal suits.
o Senators Wiley (R.,. Wis.) and
Capehart (R., Ind.) have introduced
bills defining the work week as “only
time during which an employee is
engaged in productive work.” Should
this bill pass, a worker could be on
the job all day waiting for “produc-

~

tive work” and not receive a cent in
pay unless the union contract speci-
fied otherwise in advance.

e House bills concerning portal-to-
portal include amlendments to the
wage-hour law.

In general the “green light” given
the portal-to-portal bills is intended
to sound out the possibility of broad-
er anti-labor legislation. Various anti-
labor bills, from “mild curbs” to out-
and-out union-busting measurés, such
as that outlawing the closed shop,
are scheduled to come before Con-
gress. :

As matters stand now, Congress-
men are aware that the labor move-
ment will not tolerate any serious
inroads on its right to strike and to
organize into unions. It is interesting,
however, that most of the bills are
being given a portal-to-portal fwist
in an attempt to squeeze through
broader restrictions under the cover
of portal suits and, as we said above,
to test the ground for more violent

group, was received by a consular
official.

The demonstration had been called
by thé Workers Party two weeks be-
fore 'and an appeal issued to the So-
cialist Workers Party, the Viet Na-

mese group and several other groups

for joint action. This call was an-
swered by the Viet Namese and by
the SWP. It was therefore possible to
hold a demonstration in which the
banners of the two Trotskyist organi-
zations in America were side by side
in ’suppnri of the struggle for colonial
freedom.

rd

The statement sent to the French
consulate said in part:

We, Vietnamese residents of New
York City, together with members
and friends of the Workers Party
and the Socialist Workers Party, as-
sembled in demonstration before the
French consulate in New York City,
wish to express our strongest pro-
tests against the imperialist aggres-
sion of your government against the
people of the Indo-Chinese peninsula.

We especially condemn the use of
American arms and munitions to
shoot down the people of Indo-China.
We consider this a manifestation of
the reactionary role of American
capitalism which is being trans-
formed into an arsenal of world im-
perialism in its drive to keep the
colonial peoples in subjection.

_ We demand the immediate aiid un-
conditional withdrawal of all French
troops in Indo-China territory.

d Attack

Portal-to-Portal Issue

bills. (LABOR ACTION next week
will review the anti-labor bills be-
fore Congress.)

Portal - fo - portal claims are NOT
the basic wage campaign of the
unions today. In actuality the portal-
to-portal claims are outside the pres-
ent wage demands of the workers.
These demands are designed to make
it possible for labor to meet the .in-
flationary price situation, to halt the
depression of labor’s living standards.
The portal-to-portal claims are de-
signed to recover for labor unpaid
wages for time spent on the job.

Just as it is important that the labor
movement assert its right to claim
portal pay, so is it important for labor
to stand guard against the attempt to
push through anti-labor legislation in
the guise of portal-to-portal legisla-
ion. The best way to do that is to
act to defeat the portal-to-portal leg-
islation coming before Congress, to
resist - the wvarious non - legislative
schemes against: portal claims:

Eleven

Ease Landlord
‘Hardship’ by
Boosting Rent

By SUSAN GREEN

Major General Philip Flem-
ing, director of the Office of
‘Temporary Controls, has issued
an order for easing rent ceil-
ings in cases of landlords who
"suffer economic hardship."” At
the same time, his own Office
of Temporary Controls has
completed a survey of land-
lord income for 1946 on a na-
tional scale, showing that the
net take soared above 1945,
to a record peak.

General Fleming is possibly
haunted by the remark attrib-
uted to a philosopher of some
note that "a foolish consistency
is the hobgoblin of little minds.”
However, let us assyme that he was
not completely aware of the findings
of his own office, and examine the
“economic hardships” suffered by the
real estate business:

In 1944 the now extinet OPA, in-,
vestigating New York landlords,
found that their net income had more
than doubled since 1938—just a litile

wartime bonus for graciously rent n§
at murderous rates every hole an

hovel that the housing shortage made -

so preclous. A “samgple group” of
landlords whose net incomie in 1939
had totaled $900,000, reaped a $2,000,-
000 wartime harvest in 1944, THe 1945
income topped that of 1944.

Now General Fleming's own de-
partment gives the lie to his concern .
over the “economic hardships” of: the
landlords by revealing still mounting
profits for 1946 throughout the na-
tion. Though there is no philosophical
consistency here, there is a definite
class consistency. The more profits
the capitalists pocket, the more they
want, the greater their pressure on
the government and the greater the
willingness of capitalist politicians to
play along.

“REASONABLE DOUBT”

General Fleming assured reporters
that his ruling is meant to benefit
“small property owners.” This is sup-

(Continued on page 8)

je in Chicago Fires

Goldman Holds City, Landlords Responsible; Asks for Building Program
= _

By M. SLATER

CHICAGO, Jan. 26 —Fires in two
more of Chicago's: tenements this
week brought to a total of four such
fires during a two-week period. Elev-
en lives have been lost (eight of
them children) and 100 familfes. haveii
been left homeless.

The fires have largely taken place
in . Negro tenements, where over-
crowding and disrepair are the rec-
ognized programs of the landlords.

In one of the buildings, tenants re-
ported that the owner, David Cole-
man (one of the most hated exploit-
ers of Negro tenants in the city) had
threatened them with eviction in or-
der to convert the already small flats
into still smaller units in order to
increase his income from the build-
ing, It was Coleman against whom
tenants organized several years ago
to protest against the miserable con-
ditions existing in the buildings he
owned and operated.

Records show that in the case of
one of the firetraps, complaints in-
volving the property date back to
1929. Seven violations of safety rules
were cited in the charges. As recent-
ly as last December 27, the owne.
was served with a notice by fire in
spectors to correct seven violations,
including replacements and repairs
to put the structure into habitable
condition.

. The fires point up the deplorable
housing situation in the city—espe-
cially in the Negro “ghettos.”

With indignation running high,
“investigations” into the fires are be-
ing planned, both by city officials
and leaders of the city's Negro popu-
lation. Irving Lang, Assistant State’s
Attorney, is the director of one such
‘Inquiry, 'with “full power in a search
for criminal negligence -on the' part

* of operators or owners of the build-

ings with a view to prosecuting them
if possible.”

Coroner A. L. Brodie, “indignant”
over the situation, also offers as a
remedy, putting the landlords behind
bars. ' ‘

In a statement issued the day after
one of the tragic fires, Mayor Kelly
declared:

“Why keep on kidding the public?
The housing situation is a disgrace.
In some of our areas the situation
is a calamity. The immediate question
is: Can people live like human beings,
or must they live like animals?”

Such statements and “inquiries”
usually follow on the heels of an

atrocity like the recent fires. But the °

records show that the necessary ac-
tion is never taken which would pre-
vent a recurrence of the tragedies.

In a letter to the editor published
4n the Chicago Sun for Sunday, Jan-
uary 26, Albert Goldman, candidate
of the Workers Party for Mayor of
Chicago, says:

“Noe one man can minimize the
responsibility of the landlords in
these terrible fires. But those who
are far more responsible than the

‘landlords are they who could build

decent homes for the people who are
in desperate need of them and have
failed to do so. !

“The ones who must shoulder the
greatest responsibility are those who
control the federal, the state and city
governments who have been talking
about building and have done noth-
ing for the poorer people.

“Let the coronmer try to put the
responsible officials behind the bars
together with the greedy landlords.”

When interviewed by this reporter,
Candidate Goldman said: “Not only

the fire victims, but all tenementw

dwellers must have decent homes im-
mediately. Emergency measures must
be taken to house the people.”

Continuing, Goldman said: *“If
Mayor Kelly and other city officials
are honestly indignant about the
criminal loss of life as a result of
these fires, let them requisition the
city’s commercial hotels for use as
homes at low rentals during this
housing crisis. They did it during the
war to house soldiers while thejr
trained them to kill, now let them
use the hotels for the homeless in
order to save lives.

“Let them requisition all homes
and apartments vacant for more than
60 days, and make them available at
rents the poor homeless can afford.
We know where these absent land- ~
lords are. They're in their winter

* home in Miami or Palm Springs, or

California, while thousands stay be-
hind, homeless or living in tenements
which’ do little more than keep them
out of the streets, until their turn
should come, arqd they too ‘die in an-
other ‘tenement fire tragedy.’

_ “And equally important, let them
immediately end Jim Crow segrega-
tion and restrictive covenants, so.that
the Negro population need not neces-
sarily be doomed to living in the
‘ghettos’ of Chicago.” '

v N\
CHICAGOANS!
ALBERT GOLDMAN

will give the Second of a Series of -
RADIO ADDRESSES
Sunday, Feb. 16, 1;45 P. M.
Station WJJD '
1160 on-Your Dial

‘Control’ Head Devises
Rent- Li'ﬂ'ing ‘Scheme!
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Doubts MUMW Will Win Ford | Railmen

By DON SHANNON

DETROIT, Jan. 20— At a meeting
today in Northwestern High School
which was expected to develop fire-
wprks as the result of a planned bolt
‘of Ford Motor Co. railrpad workers
from Ford Local 600, UAW-CIO, to
the United Mine Workers AFL, lead-
ers of the UAW ignored the jurisdice
tional dispute, limiting their talk to
a report on negotiations on behalf
of the railmen.

The railroad workers attending the
meeting did not mention the UMW’s
overtures, but concentrated on their
troubles.

At the end, they sent their nego-
tiating committee back to the plant
with instructions to continue work-
ing on those problems. There are ap-
proximately 600 railroad employees.

Members of the Transportation
Unit of Ford Logcal 600, the railmen
have long been dissatisfied by the
inability- of the local union to nego-
tiate a suitable workmg agreement
for the railroad workers. Major
grievance of the railmen is the lack
of a satisfactory agreement on exer-
cise of seniority and working condi-
iions not covered in detail by the
existing contract.

‘Capitalizing upon the discontent of
the railroad workers and Lewis’ rep-
utation among a large section of the
aﬂto workers as a fighting labor
leader, leaders of Lewis’ Railroad Di-
vision, more than a month ago, saw
the opporfune moment for raiding
the UAW.

“At a closed meeting in Dearborn
a week ago Glen Henney, top UMW
rail official in Toledo, announced
that he had 80 per cent of the Ford
trainmen signed up.

“ Ford Local 600 officials and top

. UAW officers did not conceal their

alarm- at these developments It is
generally conceded that Lewis’ in-
roads upon the Transportation Unit

JAW Wins Close

(Continued from page 1)
AC's vice-president and general at-
torney.

The vote is between the so-called
"Indcpendent Workers (?) of Allis-
Cha]mers" and UAW Local 248. The
1ndependent (read: company -domi-
nated) union has received reams of
publicity from Milwaukee's reaction-
ary press and radio stations. Even
the reactionary clergy, through Fa-
ther:Peter K. Flasch, pastor of St.
Catherihe’s Church, has taken an ac-
tive interest in supporting the com-
_pany union.

STRIKE CO\ITINUES

The UAW and all union activists

are’ concerned with the seriousness
of the situation. Victory for the UAW
will still pose the question of set-
tling the strike, and the consolidation
of the union after this long and bit-
‘ter battle. The union has been out
since Apr1l 30. At the present mo-
ment the company claims 2,000
scabs at work. The problem of re-
building and consolidation is a se-
rious and important one.

For a while last week it seemed
as if ‘a settlement was in the air. The
pépers talked of it. Rumors told that

$5,000 Fund Drive Lag
As It Enters Final Week

of Local 600 are merely the begin-
ning of an attempted drive to take
over the local. Pro-Lewis agitation
has now spread to the large Main-
tenance Unit and prospects of serious
jurisdictional warfare are in the off-
ing. ) .
ROLE OF THE DETROIT NEWS

This dispute is aggravated by
agents of the Ford Motor Co. and the
Detroit newspapers. Local 600, the
world's largest local union, with a
membership of 70,000 and long un-
der the control of the Communist
(Stalinist) Party, is particularly vul-
nerable to atfacks from ‘these reac-
tionary sources.

A vicious red-baiting editorial in
a recent issue of the Deiroit News,
long-time mouthpiece of the Ford
Motor Co., characterized the bgli of
the railroad workers to the UMW as
a reyulsion agaﬁnst the pollcies of
Communist led Local 600. This is not
true. At no time has the question -of
Stalinism - or btalinist Teadership of
the local been raised by the railroad
workers. Chief hindrance to settling
grievances is an inadequate grievangce
pzocedure operating within an eqnal-
ly 1na.dequa.te contract

Responsibility for the existing con-
tract rests upon the former leadership
of Local 600. As a result of ramming

and break the strike by entermg

tactics of the pohce

3

a general strike.

phase.

Textile and Other Industries Paralyzed
As Strikes Lash Franco Regime in Spain

Several months ago some spontaneous slow-down sirikes were
reported taking place in Spain. A few weeks ago we printed the story
of a strike mvolvmg several thousand workers in a Barcelona textile
mill. Now word comes from Spam that the entire textile industry of
that mty, which employs tens of thousands of workers, was paralyzed
a few weeks ago by a general strike that lasted for days. According to
the reports 'more than 90 per cent of the workers in the industry took
part m the strike whlch was orgamzed by the illegal UGT (Federation
of Labor} As always, the armed pblice tried to intimidate the workers

unshakable soildarlty of thé workers in the factories concerned, who
all stepped forward as one to be arresteti dcfeated the strike- breakm“

The general strike was more than economic in chalacter It was
deliberately planned to occur at a time when France had ordered his
Falangist Party to hold meetmgs throughout Spain as proof that the
Caudlllo enjoys popular suppor‘t ‘Franco’s press described these meet-
ings as a plebiscite. ‘I‘hc texhle workers of Barcelona voted by calling

The success of the textile workers is having profound repercussions
in the ranks of the wo_rkmg class. In Barcelona itself, the strikes are
'spreading to the gas, electric and metallurgic plants. Strikes involving
every branch of mdustry are reported in every part of Spain. The strug-
gle of the Spanish workers against #ranco is definitely entermg a new

factories to arrest the leaders. The

the Board election was gomg to be
called off, etc., ete.

This all came out of the secret ne-
gotiations held in the home of Rev.
Ensworth Reisner, pastor of the Flr:,t
Methodist Church. Atténding the ses-
sions were Walter P.Reuther, George
F. Addes, Richard Leonard and R. J.
Thomas for the UAW “and John Bro-
phy, personal representatwe for
Philip Murray. The company was
represented by E. F. Ohrman, ‘chair-
man of the" company's negotiation
committee, A. K. Brintnall, labor re-
lations director, and John Waddleton
of the legal division of the compan._w_.r

At the meeting the ‘company pro-
posed the following' a 1314-cent gen-
eral increase, to be added to the five
cents given during ‘the GM strike.
which would meet the naﬂonal pat-
tern of 181 cents; the Stndeba.ker
good will ‘clause (advising new em-
ployees of the ‘union contra.ct, efc.,
etc.); pay for grievance time, if ‘the
areas of possible abuse were ehmi—
nated; the elimination” of mequlﬁes
that " exist betwecn the "AC lant's
non - productmn wforkers and “the
other durable goods plants_ nnder
union contract in’ nquwg._, (Th:s

would mean about five to e‘ight cent.

One week left before the end of our $5,000.00 LABOR ACTION stabili-
zation drive. At this moment there is some guestion as to whether the quota

will be fulfilled. We are counting on

a last minnte sprint to bring in the

$1,282.45 required to meet our goal. Only Streator and Newark have over-

subscribed their quotas to date. Five
St. Louis and Youngstown have not
rades! Only one week left,

units, Baltimore, Hibbing, Louisville,
yet entered thc drive. Look up, com-

- Branch Quota Confribution Percentage
U O, $ 5.00 $ 14.00 280
Newark _217.50 108
AKFON ..ot 136.00 90
Chicage 500.00 448.80 89
Detroit ... 300.00 - 242.00 86
New York ... 2100.00 1760.00 83
San Francisco . .. 300.00 251.75 85
Buffalo ..ccovceeenreererereseeessesesenseesessenens 300.00 169.00 56
Los ‘Angeles Area R RS RS 200.00 103.00 51
BOBLON. iiinisilinmmmnrseniinsisininiisssssinissesans 35.00 15.00 42
Philadelphia ..... 250.00 94.00 37
Cleve]and ..« 150.00 30.00 20
Seattlc ........... 200.00 22.50 11
REAAING  wovvvrereerrsssmsemsismesssssssssssssnssssssses 75.00 2.00 2
BaltimOTe ....cccceiciesieniesesiesesssesiessessenss 25.00 .00 0
Hibbing ... : 5.00 .00 0
Louisville ....... 65.00 .00 0
T e R 40.00 .00 0
Youngstown 35.00 .00 0
Miseellaneous 65.00 166.00 256
Individual Contributions — 40.00 —
$56000.00 $3717.55 74

LABOR ACTION FUND
Long Island City 1, N. Y.
4 Court Square

| am engclosing $.......

LABOR ACTION Fund to heip con-}mue und susfmn the Elth-l*nqe puper.

Yome
Address

el

. done............

-as my contribution to the
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increases for skilled irades and other
non-piecework employees} It also
proposed that the ﬁuestlon of & gen-
eral wage morea.se be subject to me-
gotiahon in April of this year.

Howeger said the company, these
terms are conditional on an agree-
ment that the Iqtemat]oqal Union
supervme the coming  local UAW
plant election to ascertain whether
the present local leadership truly
represents the wishes of its mem-
bership. If the leadership is returned
victoriously, the company pledged it-
self to bargain with it.

There is no doubt that this proposal
was the company's plan and method
of “influencing the Board's election.
How otherwise explain why it took
them nine months to bring in a con-
tract proposal? This ipfamous anti-
labor company, headed by a Tom
Girdler called Walter Geist, has used
every anti-labor trick in the books:
provocation, use of police, sheriff,
courts and finally the State Labor
Board. This i$ not the first time Allis-
Chalmers Company has stood con-
demned before the entire union
movement.’

PRESS LIES ON UAW

After this meeting the newspapers
had another field day. The Policy
Committee of the UAW (consisting
of all top officers and Board mem-
bers residing in Defroit) was to dis-
cuss the question on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 22. Neither Addes, Thomas nor
Leonard- appeared. Addes stated that
he was confused on the dates The
New York Times, Chicago Tribune
and Milwaukee papers had Irpnt-
page stories on the fight of the “right”
versus the “left.” However, the next
day the Policy Committee did meet
and unanimously rejected the com-
pany offer.

The basis for rejection was the
same as the statement issued that
day by Robert Buse, president of
Local 248, They contended that the
piece workers would not benefit from
the a.déitmnal fringe increasés and
that nothing new had been offered
on the key issues in dispute.

One is forced to speculate on what
happened at the Policy Committee's
meeting. Knowing the internal situa-
tion in the UAW, one can say that
Reuther took the position that the
local has to decide the question by
itself. -If there had been a chance
to lose the Sunday election, then the
Policy Committee would have had
to insist on the settlement in order
to use this as a basis of winning. If
victory is assured, maybe some ad-
ditional concessions could be wrung
out of the company. In any case the
union local leadership had the deci-
sion to make. The decision of the
Policy Committee was unanimous,
the press’ stories to the contrary not-
withstanding.

To think that Reuther would have
tried to ram a settlement down the
local leadership’s throat, as was men-
tioned frequently in the press earlier
this week, shows a complete lack of
understanding of the relationship of
forces in the UAW. Especially as a
crucial election is coming up in Sep-
tember of this year. To further prove
this point, it is necessary to point out
the presence of John Brophy’s mttmg
in' at the Milwaukee secret negotia-
tions, and the way Walter Cappel,

the contract down the throats of the
Ford workers, the workers voted it
out of office. The workers, however,
were left with the contract and the
present Stalinist leadership of the
local, most' of whom distinguished
themselves during contract negotia-
tions by denouncing the proposed
contract. without {faking concrete
steps to prevent its ratification.
Because there is no left-wing anti-
Stalinist caucus functioning in Local
600, some Ford workers look to the
Stalmists for lecidersmp because they
mistakenly believe that the totalitar-

ian Stalinists represent progressive-

unionism exisling in the local union
when compared to the reactionary,
red-baiting ACTU elements.

HOW THEY VIEW LEWIS

Nor are the Ford workers unaware
that the United Mine Workers now
enjoy the highest wage-scale in
American industry. The average auto
worker credits this to the leadership
of John L. Lewis, whom he regards
as a militant labor leader because of
the struggle Lewis waged for the
miners during the war. Lewis’ re-
cent setback by the government only
added to his laurels in so far as the
average auto worker is concerned.
To them Lewis is sharp and militant.
That this i all untrue is beside the
point. This is the way the average
auto worker feels. )

This writer doubts that Lewis will
succeed in ol’fectmg a split in Local
600 though it is possible that his
maneuvers may have the effect of
stifring ‘the Stalinist bureaucrats
from their letha.rgy long enough to
produce some militant action in be-
half ‘of the 70,000 Ford workers. The
railroad workers of Ford have to
work inside of their union, Local 600
of the UAW, to gain better working
conditions and more effective union
leadershlp to lead the fight for those
conditions.

halmers Vote--

leading Wlsconsm Reutherite, was
whipped into publicly supporting the
AC strike.

0_11 the surface, one would say that
the company’s proposal was not a
bad one, considering the length of
the strike. The major questions were
settled and the company had retreat-

ed completely +0On.. grievance proce-.

dure and union security, the union
had won its points. .On the elimina-
tion of intra-plant inequities, this was
a victory. The .greatest obstacle,
therefore, was the question of the
administration of the International
Union in the local election. -«

The local leadership could have
said:. “The company has ne right to
meddle in the mternal affairs of the
union. However, if they want their
answer, one similar to the answer
they are going to gei at the Board
election, then we will take this chal-
lenge and hurl it right back in their
face.” At least it would have been
better to do thai than fo make the
main argument that the piece work-
ers would not benefit. The complete
elimination of piecework is necessary,
but unfortunaiely is net a contrac-
tual demand. Given the miserable
piecework system, the workers can
only be benefited by a general wage
increase and a better allowance sys-

tem. And it is the opinion of this '

writer that this can be done because
the company is now almost ready to
do anything to get productmn started
again.

There is reason to believe that ihe
Buse-Christoffel leadership is afraid
of being defeated by the rank and
file or is unwilling to give Reuther
credit for the settlement. In any case,
the workers of Milwaukee and the
whole union movement must con-
tinue the support to the strike. Once
a proper settlement is reached, then
and only then, must the question of
local leadership be brought up. The
Stalinists will be taken care of by
Local 248's rank and file. That is the
only effective and proper way.

CHICAGO
CAMPAIGN DANCE

Refreshments Entertammem
Guests of Hor_lor
ALBERT GOLDMAN
"Workers Party Candidate
for, Mayor of Chicago
MAX SHACHTMAN
National Chairman of the
Workers Party
Saturday, Feb. 15, 9 P. M.
WORKERS PARTY HALL
1501 West Madison Street

rd . .S
DETROIT READERS:

‘Max Shachtman
National Chairman, Workers Party

Will Speak on
Socialism: The Only Road
to Peace and Security

" at

12 Horsemen's Civic Center
Red Room, Erskine and John

Sunday, Feb. 9—8 P. M.
Admission 35 Cen'l-s

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

FARMS GET BIGGER

Farms in the U. 8. are getting fewer and bigger.
The average farm today is 50 acres larger than the
average of 25 years ago. The Wall Street Journal says
the trend is contrary to a federal policy of encouraging
small farms, but this is a wilfull misstatement. A mo-
nopolists’ government ean follow only a monopolist pro-
gram. Government policy for years has been to aid the
big farmer at the expense of the small one. '

In 1920 the Census Bureau counted 6,448,343 farms.
In 1945 the number had dropped more than half a million,
to 5,859,169, Half the 1945 farms had more than 500

acres each. In 1920, only one-third were that big. Teday, '

40 per cent of the farms are over 1,000 acres each, com-
pared to only 25 per cent of that size in 1920. Even in
!he mldwes'l' the average farm ls 30 acres Inrqer than
ﬂ wus a quurter of a century ugo.

The war was most profitable for the big farmers.
Farm mortgage debt at the beginning of 1946 was $56
billion, down 23 per cent from January 1, 1940. Total
value of the nation’s farm plant, including all assets
held by farm owners, amounted to $101.5 billion on
January 1, 1946, up 12 per cent from a year earlier,
and up 90 per cent since the beginning of 1940.

Only Big Business profited to a greater extent than
did the Big Farmer during the recent war. Through
its price suppont program, the federal government
guaranteed huge profits to the farmers. (Imagine a
federal government under capitalism, led by capitalist
parties, setting aside billions of dollars to bolster up
wages of industrial workers! But then the American
workers, the majority of the population, have not one
single representative in Congress nor in any state legis-
lature. We haven’t even got a labor party yet.)

Secretary of Agriculture Anderson estimated the
other day that the government niay put up more than
$2 billion more to support farm prices over the next
two years. Some of the prices promised farmers by the
government are so high as to encourage over-production
—such as happened ih 1946 in the case of potatoes,
when a crop~of nearly 100 million bushels more than
could be used was produced. Mountains of potatoes rot-
ted and are rotting in the open today.

SURPLUSES TO BE DUMPED

There’ll be a hairpin turn in the road for the farm-
ers, though. Food prices are still 130 per cent above
mid-1939, but the butter market is a harbinger of what
is ahead. The price of butter has tumbled 25 cents a
pound in just a few weeks, and it is still going down.
Just now, some of the inside facts about the meanness
of the milk trust are commg‘ to light—hew they held
the supply off the market in order to maintain an arti-
ficial scarcity, up to the point where the public had to
cease buying the stuff.

For instance, did you know that the government cold
storage report for January 1 showed there were 34

million pounds of 40 per cent cream in storage, AS
AGAINST ONLY SEVEN MILLION POUNDS A YEAR AGO.

This cream could have been converted to butter at any”

time, but was purposely held back. However, now the
proﬁieers who held the cream are very jittery indeed,
and ‘are now putting it into butter. This is why butter
prices will continue to slide.

In the north Atlantic states, buttel output has
jumped 325 per cent over a vear ago. You'll see more
and more of this stupendous cream surplus converted
into butter. . However, the milk trust has an ace in
the hole. thn butter gets down to 53 cents a pound,
the government will step in to support that price.

Another branch of capitalism that is in for a let-
down from its enormous war proﬁtecrmg is the can-
ning industry. Canners of fruit juices, for instance, are
so flooded with goods they are at wits’ end. 0range
juice that cost New York housewives 25 cents a ean
last fall, now sells three for 25 cents. Grapefruit Juice

-that cost 15 cents a can in October now sells three for

25 cents. In Seattle oranges that sold for 43 cents a
dozen six weeks ago have been knocked down to 19 cents.
In Cleveland a retailer claims that a salesman offered

By JACK RANGER

him the other day orange and grapefruit juice free, if
he’d just pay for the cans and cartons. A Philadelphia
store owner says he dumped a fifth of his fresh citrus

fruit stock because of spoilage.

Silver prices smacked down 5 cents an ounce the
other day, from 76% cents to 71 cents, the biggest one-
day price deglme in'26 years. Even then, silver buyers
didn’t rush 1in. (This is for foreign silver. U. 8. silver
producers, who own a chunk of the government, also
have a nice racket. They got a bill through last July
whereby the federal government buys their silver at
90'% cents an ounce.)

Certain consumers’ goods items are now so plentiful
that it can be safely predicted that prices will drop
somewhat from the abnormal levels. During the war,
business got the habit of taking war-time super-profits
on 'its operations. An automatic washer which sold for
$198 in 1940 now brings $270. The Ford two-door sedan
which sold for $771 f.o.b. Detroit in 1939 now is priced
at $1,367 (without extras and before taxes). Consumers
cannot pay those prices. .

With prices of some food items and household ap-
pliances declining, the housewife gets a break.

But wait a minute. The landlord is going to take up
the slack. Rents are goiing up, to leave us just about
where we were before. The worker cannot win under capi-
talism. In the 1920s there was little unemployment but
prices were too high. Then came the depression. Prices
went down, but 15,000,000 of us were unemployed and
millions of others iool deep wage cuts. Then came the
recent war. Most everyone working, but no consumers’
goods. Now peace. Prices out of sight, many goods still
scarce. The shortages will soon be over, but by then un-
employment will be crashing into the picture. I's a won-
derful system, isn't it? '

[

Don’t be taken in by stories that. the reason prices
are high is because material prices have gone up. (The
bosses also say that prices are high because wages are
high, but readers of LABOR ACTION know better
than to swallow that one.) It is true that hide prices
are about twice as high as in 1929. BUT THE “HIDE”

IN A PAIR OF $10 SHOES IS ONLY WORTH
ABOUT 85 cents. Cotton has trebled in price since 1939.
BUT THE COTTON IN THE $1.50. SHIRT THAT
THE STORE SELLS FOR $5.00 TODAY IS ONLY
WORTH 25 CENTS. Cotton in a bed sheet costs less
than 75 cents. Wool in a man’s suit, at present prices,
is worth roughly $5.

THE RECENT MEAT BLACK MARKET

Remember last year, when the Meat Trust in Chi-
cago and elsewhere was crossing its heart that it wasn’t
getting any livestock and wasn’t selling meat on the
black market? The trust’s earning statements are now
coming to light. What a story of deceit and merciless
profiteering they tell. Wilson & Co., one of the Big Four,

has just reported *one of the most profitable years in °

its history.” Net earnings rose to $8,311,560, equal to
$8.43 a common share, from $5, 036,602 in 1945, or $1.64
a share. In addition, RESERVES OF OVER $8 MIL-
LION NERE SET ASIDE.

“Our year-end financial position shows a large in-
crease in uarkmg capital, « substantial reserve agmmt
inventory price declines, a permanent reduction in our
preferred stock dividend ?eqtmements, and for the first
time since 1939 no obligations on notes to banks,” says
president demd Wilson. Incidentally, a Wilson direc-
tor is Martin Kennelly, Democratic candidate for mayor
of Chicago, and the white-haired boy with all the lib-
erals. The black market was mighty good to Kennelly,
the Wilson Company, and the packing trust.

The monthly bulletin of the Federal Reserve Bank
of Chicago reports that the meat packing mdustry is in
the strongest:peacetime financial condition in history.
Let’s look at the earning reports of the three other
major packers. Swift showed a 34 per cent increase in
net profits. Armour's earnings rose 2.3 times.after re-
serves, and Cudahy's 2.7 tlmes, also after generous
reserves. In brief, the business is wallowing in' profits
like a yard full of hogs. They had to sell SOMETHING
to make such profits. They told the public they weren't
selling meat, weren’t buying cattle, had turned their
back on the Black Market. ‘What do YOU think, reader?
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February 3, 1947

A Paper in the Interests of Labor

By ARTHUR STEIN

HROUGH a reliable
I American source, just re-

in Saigon, we have come into
possession of many intimate
details regarding the resistance
movement in French Indo-
China. As far as we know, LA-
BOR ACTION is the first and
only paper in America to carry
the following information:

In order more fully to understand
the political background of the facts
we are about to relate, it will be nee-
essary to keep in mjnd that Saigon
is the capital of Indo-China’s south-
ernmost province, the province of
Cochin China. This province, though
inhabited by people of Viet Namese
nationality, was forcibly separated
by the French from the rest of the
Viet Nam republic in September
1945. French troops usurped all gov-
ernmental functions, causing a full-
scale war which lasted until Novem-
ber, when a temporary agreement
was reached on the basis of what
later turned out to be deceitful
promises by the French.

In the summer of 1946, breaking
all agreements they had previously
made regarding a referendum in

| Miners of Bolivian Plateau Choose

Eight Trotskyists As Their Deputies

By LUIS H. VELASCO

HE Bolivian elections are

very . typical of South
American countries. Out of
three to four million inhabi-
tants, only some 90,000 citi-
zens voted, that is,- about 2.5
per cent of the total popula-
tion. These figures show in the
best possible manner the feudal and
aristocratic exclusiveness of the Bo-
livian bourgeoisie and the isolation
of the native peasant and laboring
masses from the political life of the
country. These figures prove more
than anything else the colonial and
semi-feudal structure of Bolivia.
While in other South American coun-
tries the number of electors increas-
es in proportion to the total number
of inhabitants, the low number of
electors stands as a characteristic of
“creole democracy.” In Bolivia, only
the citizen who knows how to read
and write has the right to vote. The
overwhelming majority of the work-
ers and peasants are illiterate and
thus excluded from electoral partici-
pation.

Therefore, the eulogies of the bour-
geois press of Bolivia, Chile and Ar-
gentina on the “victory of the pla-
teau democracy” seem somewhat
strained to us. The results did not
give a decisive gnajority to any of
the competing bourgeois factions. On
onB® side, the three republican parties
united in a Republican Socialist
Union, with Enrique Hertzog head-
ing its slate as candidate for the
presidency. On the other side, a lib-
eral-Stalinist bloc was formed,.in the
Chilean fashion, headed by the for-

. mer Bolivian ambassador to Wash-

ington, Luis F. Guachalla. The Stal-
inists were defeated in their attempt
to form a “left front” in order to de-
liver the workers to the mining bour-
geoisie, and were expelled by the re-
publicans from -the FDA (Dembo-
cratic Anti-Faseist Front). They

succeeded in cooking up in the nick "

of time the bloe of “national conecili-
ation.” The main object of the latter
is to stabilize the capitalist restora-
tion, which came to power over the
body of the popular revolution of
July 21, and externally to form a
South American bloc around Peron
under the good auspices of the “little
father,” Stalin. The electoral results
g_av'e the republican Hertzog a small
majority, but the Stalinist-liberal
bloc does not want to recognize it
and, hoping to get a majority in
congress, demands that parliament
resolve the presidential quéstion defi-
nitively—of course, as in Chile, in
favor of the Stalinist candidate.

BACKGROUND TO ELECTIONS

Without pre-judging the final re-
sult, we consider that the elections,
through their lack of a decisive ma-
jority for one or the other faction,
demonstrate the division of the
feudo-bourgeoisie into two factions,
and therefore the incapacity of the
bourgeoisie to govern the country
and resolve the pressing problems.
“The division of the bourgeoisie into

two factions, republican and Stalin-
ist-liberal, reflects the grave eco-
nomic and social problems of the
country, the misery and discontent
of the exploited masses. Bolivian pol-
itics is determined by the annual pro-
duction of 40,000 tons of tin, which
is determined in turn by a single
capitalist, the tin king, Simon Patiro.

*On his decisions depend hundreds of

thousands of working class families
who live from mine labor, the na-
tional budget, and hence the strug-
gle of the bourgeois factions, the
fate of the middle class and the pub-
lic servants.

The second characteristic of the
Bolivian elections is the growth of
the Stalinist PIR. The PIR will have
a fraction in the congress as strong
as the traditional right-wing, com-
posed of about 31 deputies and five
senators. The growth of the PIR
reflects the political evolution of the
formerly pro-Nazi, pro-Hitler and
anti-Semitic middle class which is
now disillusioned and in search of a
new totalitarian master. It must be
admitted that the plateau®Stalinists
demonstrate great ability to conquer
the middle class with gheir slogans
of “national conciliation,” fraudu-
lent *“democratic revolution,” ete.
They also knew how to frighten the

bourgeoisie with the fantasy of a
“miners’ revolution,” for which~they
offered their services as hangmen
and condottieres. Simon Patino, the
tin king, favored the ‘“national con-
ciliation” of the Stalinists in the
hope that the new régime would have
a sound social base and would also
have the necessary forces at its dis-

_posal to defeat the mine workers and

solve the crisis in tin at the expense
of the blood and lungs of the native
mine workers.

But the growth of the PIR brought
to the fore other phenomena: the
Stalinists lost out in the mining and
industrial districts of the country
like Oruro, Potosi and La .Paz; on
the other hand, they won in the rural
districts of Cochabamba, Santa
Cruz and Beni, where there are no
industries and hence no industrial
proletariat. The PIR herewith ceases
to be a-working class party as it was
two years ago, and becomes a bour-
geois party which operates among
the middle classes and the backward
proletariat. Therefore, there is a
danger to the Stalinists that the
bourgeoisie which works with them
may give them the boot since the
Stalinists no longer represent the
working class masses and ecannot
‘“discipline” them in the interests of

A Chapter from U. S.

History:

By JULIE FALK

In theory an injunction is a court
order which prohibits individuals or
groups from committing lawless

.acts. This vague principle in itself

sounds harmless enough. But in its
concrete applications to labor, the in-
junction has proven to be the most
effective tactic for breaking the back
of many workers struggles for bet-
ter conditions. Put aside its innocu-
ous dictionary. definition, strip it of
-wordy, legal embellishments and we
get a clearer focus on what a labor
injunction really is: . government
sanctioned strike-breaking.

It is not only the effects of labor
injunctions that are vicious. The
quality of labor injunctions as a
means—or a technique—is on a re-
actionary level, consistent with its
aims. A brief examination of injunc-
tion procedure will bear this out.

Injunctions fall into three general
categories: the temporary restrain-
ing order, the temporary injunction
and the permanent injunction. Into
the first class fall court orders ree-
ognizing the “validity” and “urgen-
ey” of an employers complaint,
which prevents union activities with-
out having notified the union first.
The decree comes as a complete sur-
prise to the union, and the workers
must wait for a hearing before they
can even hope to get the restraining
order dismissed. In the meantime the
union is paralyzed and morale begins

Injunction a Trqdi'ﬂ'onal
Means to Break Strikes

to sink. When the hearing finally
takes place (often after delays
granted to company lawyers) the
court invariably lives up to its es-
senkial elass character and grants a
more definite and "strangling writ
against the workers—the ‘tempo-
rary injunction.”
““Temporary injunction” is actu-
ally a misnomer. It may be months
or even years before the issue can he
argued in court. In the interim the
workers are prevented from using
all the normal means of fighting to
win their grievances. Unless the un-
ion is willing to risk contempt pro-
ceedings, the workers cannot meet,
picket, agitate or in any significant
way advance their inferests. The re-
sult is. almost always the same: a
broken morale, depleted strike funds
and finally another government
court-broken strike. Or, in the not
infrequent .temporary injunction
against unionization, the unorgan-
ized workers are intimidated, the un-
ion organizers are prohibited ‘from
discussing or recruiting to their un-
ion and the drive is stymied by the
anti-labor conspiracy of the capital-
ist. and ‘his federal (or state) court.
Contempt proceedings are an in-
tegral part of the anti-labor injunc-
tion taectic. Without contempt pro-
ceedings or the threat of it, the in-
junction would be ineffective.
At the slightest display of resist-

(Continued on page 6)

the bourgeoisie.

The third most important conse-
quence of the elections is the atti-
tude of the industrial‘proletariat. Of
course the figures already cited at
the beginning of this article demon-
strate how narrow was the layer of
the proletariat which intervened in
the elections: only those workers who
know how to read and write, which
means the urban and mine workers
who are already integrated in cul-
tural and political life. In spite of
this obstacle, the labor movement of
the plateau region made important
steps forward, steps which deserve
analysis by politically awakened
workers of the entire world.

NEW LABOR CENTER

The miners’ congress of Pulacayo,
which offered a platform of class
struggle, was the first stage in the
rebirth of the Bolivian labor move-
ment. The second stage was the new
labor formation, THE LABOR
CENTER, composed of miners, ce-
real workers, railway workers,
chauffeurs and mgehanies of Oruro.
In spite of the rabid opposition of
the Stalinists who headed the CSTB
(Union Confederation of Bolivian
Workers), affiliated to the CSTAL
(Union Confederation of Latin
American Workers), led in turn by
the servant of Stalin, Lombardo To-
ledano—the organization of a mew
revolutionury union center is already
a fact. .

The revolutionary workers and the
revolutionary socialist organizations
of both Americas ought to make an
example of the valiant action of the
Bolivian Trotskyists,, who are open-
ing new roads for the trade union
movement and freeing it from the
opportunist and traitorous Stalinist
influence. The action of the plateau
mine workers against the Stalinists
is not isolated from the rest of the
continent. From Chile comes the re-
port that the Chilean socialists
threaten to organize a new union
movement if the Stalinists do not
cease to monopolize the unions for
the ends of their Muscovite high
priest. i

The miners’ congress and the for-
mation of the Workers’ Center pre-
pared the formation of the “Prole-
tarian United Front,” which pre-
sented its own candidates in the in-
dustrial and wmining districts of
Potosi, Ouro and La Paz, capturing
thus far two senatorships and about
six deputies. These deputies will be
the first Trotskyist deputies in the-
entire world.

WEAKNESSES OF MOVEMENT

Unfortunately, the workers’ vie-
tory in Bolivia is not without its dark
side. The plateau proletariat is very
weak numerically, lacking genuine
socialist traditions and without po-
litical experience. In past years it
was divided between the democratic-
PIR influence and the Nazi influence
of the MNR (National Revolution-
ary Movement). The revollition
therefore took it by surprise, with-
out a clear understanding of the pro-
gram and real aims of the prole-

* (Continued on page 6)

turned from an extensive stay

Cochin China on the question of un-
ion with the rest of Viet Nam, the
French established a puppet “repub-
lic” in Saigon. The president of this
“republic,” a Dr. Thinh, proceeded
to tour the province in a bid for
popular support. He found it neces-
sary to travel in- a French armored
car, and to be accompanied by a con-
voy of heavily armed French sol-
diers.

Peasants throughout the province

were forced to come to the villages
to receive Dr. Thinh. They were first
thoroughly searched for weapons, the
presence of which, the French felt,
would not be in keeping with the en-

thusiasm that is due to one who is so-

loyal to France.

The reception that greeted Dr.
Thinh was very cool. But this did
not bother the “president,” appar-
ently; he- had a job to do for his
French masters, and to prove his de-
termination to go through with it-
regardless of what the people of

' Cochin China might think, he made .

all of his speeches in French to peo-
ple who, for the most part, under-
stand nothing but Viet Namese.

Dr. Thinh is how dead. He com-
mitted suicide.

THE NOTORIOUS "HEAD TAX"

One of the most hated features of
the French régime had been the no-
torious head tax. Universal payment
of this tax had been enforced by the
French by issuing receipt cards,
which also served as internal pass-
ports, and which had to be presented
at any time upon the demand of the
police. One of the first steps of the
puppet government, again in a bid
for popular support, was to abolish
the head tax system. This concession

to the people, however, was one in

name only. For at the same time that
the puppet republic abolished the
head tax, a new “peace” tax was
announced, which is now being col-
lected in the same manner. Peace-
tax-cards have taken the place of
head-tax-cards. There is, however,
one important difference: the “peace”
tax is higher.

© It is this régime against which the
underground fights in Cochin China;
instead of the rule of foreigners and
their stooges, the Viet Namese in
Cochin China*wish to be part of the
independent democratic republic
whose capital is in Hanoi. The peo-
ple of Cochin China, being of Viet
Nam nationality, have no interests
apart from those of their brothers to
the north. The slogan “Cochin China
to the Cochin Chinese” is a phrase
which is almost never uttered in a
language other than French. It is a
piece of demagogic imperialist pro-

vincialism, designed to reconcile the
people with the real intentions of its
authors: Indo-China to the French.

HOW RESISTANCE IS ORGANIZED

The military organizations of the
resistance in Cochin China have,
from the very beginning, been di-
rected by the central Viet Nam gov-
ernment in Hanoi. This government,
by the way, was elected by Viet Na-
mese from all parts of the country;
though the republic was recognized
by the French only in the north, the
Viet Namese in southern Annam and
in Cochin China found ways of par-
ticipating in the elections, which
were held in January 1945. Ballots
were secretly printed and distributed
by the underground, were collected
and counted by the military forma-
tions of the resistance, and the re-
sults were then transmitted to
Hanoi.

The federation of nationalist resist-
ance groups in Indo-China is known as
Yiet Minh.. Within this federation are
the anti-imperialist political parties,
a non-political youth organization
known as TNTP ("Vanguard Youth™),
and other independence groups of
various kinds. The Stalinists, undoubt-
edly, have considerable influence in
this federation, but it would be a
gross mistake to assume that they
control it; the memory of Ta Thu Thau,
pre-war leader of the Viet Namese

Fourth Internationalists, is still uni- _

versally revered as a symbol of strug-
gle against imperialism. Before the
war, the Indo-Chinese Trotskyists
were much stronger than thg Stalin-
ists, and the generation of young men
which is now fighting the war against
the French was brought up to leck
upon Ta Thu Thau as an outstanding
example of Viet Namese heroism:

The politieal situation within Viet
Minh is still extremely fluid. The
main " issue right now, the people
feel, is the struggle against the for-
eign enemy. In this struggle, it is
safe to assume, our comrades par-
ticipate and lead in the front ranks.
Once political lines within the liber-
ation movement become definitive,
we have every reason to be confident
of a good showing on the part of the
Viet Namese Fourth International-
ists” In contrast to countries like
Germany and Japan, news from In-
do-China indicates that an active
Trotskyist group exists here at pres-
ent, though we have been informed
that its newspaper’ has been sup-
pressed by the French. The shameful
role of the French Stalinists:in the
Indo-Chinese affair, further, will be
of assistance’to our comrades in
their task of widening their influence
in Viet Minh.

An On-the -Spot Account
* From Inside Indo-China

For purposes of military opera-
tions, Cochin China is divided irto
three operational zones. Each zone
has a committee to direct the resist-
ance; these are appointed by the
Hanoi central government, and are
each headed by a graduate of the
Chinese military school at Wampoa.

The soldiers of the underground,
of course, wear civilian clothes. The
grades in the underground army are
identical with those used in the
French army: private, corporal, ser-
geant, etc. The high degree of cen-
tralized co-ordination and efficiency
of the Viet Namese army continues
to amaze all observers.

The underground has made it a
practice to infilirate into every de-
partment of the puppet regime and of
the French secret police. The recently
organized military forces of the Co-
chin China puppet government have
proven to be of invaluable aid to the
underground: Yiet Namese soldiers, as
soon as they feel themselves sufficient-
ly trained, desert en masse to the
forces of Viet Minh, taking with them
their arms and as many supplies as
possible.

In Saigon there are around 3,500
Viet Namese agents of the French
secret police, and only the top under-
ground leaders know how many of
these actually work for France. The
rest all work for Viet Minh and the
independence of their country. -

The Viet Namese term for Quis-
ling is “V.G.,” from viet gian, a
Viet Namese phrase meaning trait-
or. There are not too many of these,
but one of the most prominent
among them was a Viet Namese cap-
italist, the owner of the “Viet Nam
Soap Works” in Saigon. His factory
was burned down by, soldiers of the
resistance.

Since members of the resistance
have neither the money nor the in-
clination to pay the puppet govern-
ment’'s “peace” tax, the resistance
maintaing its own printing plant to
provide the fighters of Viet Minh

with the all-important identification
cards. Resistance fighters who speak,

Chinese often disguise themselves as
Chinese merchants, and thus pass in
and out of Saigon with a minimum
of molestation. :

Despite the sell-out policies- of °

their Stalinist and Socialist leaders,
we are confident that the workers of
France will yet echo the demands of
the recent Paris demonstration of
the Fourth Internationalists:
Freedom for Viet Nam!
Down with French Imperialism!

Hands Off Indq-China!

Colonial Rebellions Sweep Asia
To Drive Out New Imperialism

By HENRY JUDD

INCE the formal conclusion

of World War II, move-
ments on a vast scale have
stirred the entire colonial world
of Asia and Africa. The popu-
lations of these subjugated na-
tions, victimized for centuries
by European imperialism, re-
fused to participate in any ac-
tive sense throughout the seven
yvears of war. Only as passive
victims, did their work and .energies
have an indirect effect upon the out-
come of the war.

But, almost as if by pre-arranged
signal, the colonial masses of Acgia
and Africa began to fight back
against their exploiters from the mo-
ment the war ended. In country aft-
er country, they utilized the collapse
of the Japanese Empire and its
brand of imperialism as a favorable
moment for exerting themselves.
They rushed into the vacuum ecre-
ated by the Japanese surrender and
challenged the right of the former
white masters to return to power
and carry on as before.

Passivity and indifference passed
over into activity and open revolt.
Java and the Indonesian islands,
Indo-China, Malaya, China, India,
Ceylon, Paléstine—the list inecludes,
to one degree or another, all the co-
lonial dominions and oppressed na-
tions. One half the world, compris-

ing 1,000,000,000 peoples, have been -

engaged for almost two® years in a
struggle with imperialism—and the
_story of this struggle is far from
over. But certain conclusions can be
drawn at this point about (a) the
character and pattern this struggle
has taken; and (b) its future and
possibilities of arriving at the goal
of freedom and a demoeratic régime
for the colonial peoples. i

The instant the. war ended, the
great colonial powers of yesterday
(Great Britain, France, Holland,
Belgium) were determined to recon-
quer and reestablish their rule over
those areas of the world they had
lost to Japan and her satellites.
These “mother” nations had suffered
extensive losses during the war. The
colonies, so they thought, were the
source of economic recuperation; a
super-exploitation was planned. Vi-
sions of revived sources of raw ma-
terials, of rubber, tea, sugar, ete.,
plantations back in operation, of re-
newed export markets angd opportu-
nities for profitable investments,
these visions filled the minds of Eu-
rope’s post-war governments and

ruling -classes. But things had
changed considerably.
- The motherlgnds were infinitely

weakened by contrast with their pre-
war status, particularly those nations
(France, Belgium and Holland) that
had suffered outright defeat and oc-
cupation at one stage of the war.
Overwhelmed with home problems of

reconstruction, they could not be so .

violently exacting as on prior occa-
sions when their colonial slaves
pressed them for concessions. Fur-
thermore, the colonies had for the
most part experienced a definite eco-
nomic and industrial growth during

the war. The factory proletariat of .

India had doubled, reaching the enor-
mous figure (for that country) of
5,000,000 industrial workers in basic
industries. India now has one of the
world's greatest iron and steel works.
And England had gotten into debt to
the extent of $1 billion Yo India, for-
merly its greatest debtor! .

In a word, an entire new relation-
ship df forces between the colonies
and the motherlands now existed!
This held true even for those colonial
lands where no significant economic
development had occurred. Whereas,
before the relationship between the
homeland and the colonial had been

clear and fixed (just as is the rela-
tionship between a prisoner and his
jailer), this no longer held. A new
relationship had te be established.
What would it be? This was the ba-
sic problem, in imperialist terms, so
far as the colonial world was con-
cerned. ,
Other changes, to be sure, had
taken place. Two great, hungry,
grasping imperialist powers had
emerged as undisputed victors dur-
ing the war—America and Russia.
Neither of these powers had previ-
ously held great colonial territories,
but both now had ambitions. Neither

. proposed to create empires along

the old style, but both had developed
new techniques and methods.

America, with its economic weight
and power and Russia with its politi-
cal exploitation of oppressed peoples
and its social demagogy, immediately
began to move in on the old colonial
empires. The very existence of this
competitive force compelled the old
masterlands to reconsider their origi-
nal plans and to revise their tactics.
In the world of 1946 and 1947, the old
methods could not work.

Finally, and from our standpoint
most significant of all, a tremendous
political, ideoolgical and spiritual
change had occurred in the mental-
ity and thinking of the African and
Asiatic peoples. They had seen the
white man, the arrogant and lordly
ruler, driven in utter humiliation
from his former positions. They had

seen his defeat, and secretly rejoiced

in it. Now this same man sought to
come back, to pick up the traces he
had dropped as though nothing had
happened! - But hold on—not so
quickly! The answer to this attempt
on the part of yesterday’s rulers to
walk back into power was mass re-
volt in Java, in Indo-China, in Bur-
ma and the beginnings of revived
popular movements in India, Ceylon
and the colonies of the Near East
and Afriea,.
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_HENRY JUDD

Indo-China and the Stalinists

"~ After a long silence, the Stalinist paper,
the Daily Worker, has finally said some-
thing about the Indo-Chinese situation. In,
its January 25 issue, James S.,'Allen at-
tempts to gloss over the disgraceful role
-of the French Stalinists as supporters of
French imperialism in Indo-China. He
writes: “Democratic organs, ranging from
the Communist L’Humanité (sic!) to
newspapers of the liberal center, are
sharply eritical of the French Col. Blimps
who have again precipitated an armed
struggle against the Annamese Republi-
cans.”

And further says Allen: “...the Com-
munists as the largest party in France de-
mand the recall of the French Tories, de
Gaullists and former Vichyites from Indo-
China, an immediate end to hostilities and
complete honoring of the agreement with
Viet ‘Nam.”. d

This is all that Allen has to offer as a
program for the Indo-Chinese problem.
There is nowhere in his article the very
simple but 1ndlspensable—1ndlspensable
that is, to revolutionary socialists, though
not to totalitarian Stalinists — slogan of
“Immediate Independence for Indo-Chi-

~na.” The reason for this “omission™ is
simply that the French Stalinists have not
raised such a slogan and by their concrete
actions have opposed it.

Even if we accept Allen’s statement as
literal truth (which we do not), then it is

_ clear.that:-what he espouses is not a funda-

but rather an advocacy of a program of
“liberal” imperialism—that is, what Allen*
calls “the recall of the French Tories” and
“an immediate end to hostilities.” (For by
whom are the recalled Tories to be re-

placed?) These are demands which more

farsighted advocates of eapitalist impe-
rialism can and do raise.

What is important about the Allen arti-
cle is its omissions. He says not a word
about the fact that L’Humanité, French
Stalinist paper, wrote on December 22
that “Communists wanted France to re-
main in Indo-China but were opposed to
o policy that would produce results like
those in Syria and Lebanon”. (the French
had to withdraw from Syria and Leba-
non).

Nor does Allen have a word to say about
the Associated Press dispatch of Decem-

~ber 27 which reported that “Communist

members joined with other groups in the
new Council of the Republic tonight in
approving a resolution calling for main-
tenance of French power in Indo-China
in accordance with wgreements freely
reached and for pursuance ‘of the civiliz-
ing mission of France in respecting the
legitimate liberties of - native” popula-
tions.”” '

We challenge Allen to comment on this
dispatch, to deny or explain it. For here

is the proof of French Stalinist complicity

in the crimes of French imperialism—and
no amount of double talk in the Daily

“ mental socaahst o‘ppﬁsﬂ‘.lon ‘to 1mperlallsh1 Worker can cover up the facts.

And Bill'Green Fears Socialism!

While the top labor officialdom shows
signs of bewilderment, not knowing ex-
actly how to make a determined fight in
behalf of the workers in this country, the
anti-labor drive in Congress goes on un-
hindered. . '

President Green of the AFL speaks
from the same platform as C. E. Wilson
of General Motors. The head of one of
the richest monopolies denounces the la-
"bor movement as a “monopoly,” calls for
the open shop and publicly rejects any
wage demands of the workers unless si-
multaneous price increases are granted.

President Green of the AFL warns that
‘the present demands of certain unions (he
means the CIO) can lead, God forbid!, to
a socialist development of American labor.
‘And so this ancient labor leader pleads
with the capitalist class to give the worker
a little handout tq prevent the labor move-
ment from becoming militant.

President Murray of the CIO also pleads
‘with big business to grant some wage in-
creases. He promises:in return to keep
workers from striking; he will promote
increased productivity because, like big
business, he too believes in profits. He also

“warns the capitalists that the workers
may get out of hand unless some conces-
sions are granted.

In turn, U. S. Steel demands the open
shop in exchange for a union contract. The
auto barons are preparing to resist the
wage demands of the workers. The coal
situation remains unresolved.

Congress is organized to lend all assist-
ance to big business. The most active of
the senators is Joseph H. Ball of Minne-
sota, who has taken on the job of estab-
lishing the open shop by legislation. In
addition ‘to his fight for the open shop,
Senator Ball, joined by that great Jim
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NEXT WEEK:

THE NEW COLONIALISM
by
HENRY JUDD
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Crow statesman from Louisiana, Senator
Allen J. Ellender, has introduced new
legislation to give “more equal” status
to the bosses. The most important aspect
of the new bill which is part of the drive
to emasculate the Wagner Act, is properly
cited by the New York Times:

“The bill would redefine the term ‘em-
ploye’ so that a striker who refused a
management offer to come back to ‘sub-
stantial equivalent employment’ would
lose his employe status. This would have
the effect, for one thing, of preventing the
striker from voting in subsequent plant
elections.”

This is a piece of shck strike-breaking
covered up by the usual legal language of
lawyer-legislators. Under it, all a boss
would have to do is make what he re-
garded as ‘“a fair offer.” If the workers
reject it as unfair, they could, under this
new bill, be classified as non-employees.
The boss could cease- ‘negotiations with
them and hire scabs by law. Or else, in a
case where a majority of the workers in
a shop should reject the“company’s offer,
they could, under this law, be barred from
voting in any plant election, thus permit-
ting a minority of workers to control the
fate of all the workers in a shop.

To fight against the “monopoly of la-
bor” in a nation where the economy is
completely dominated by the monopoly of
a few banks and industrial concerns; to
fight for an'“equal status for employers”
in a- country where inequality reigns and
where the wealth of the nation is concen-
tratéd in the hands of the Sixty Families;
to fight for the rights of business in a na-
tion where more than a third of the peo-
ple live under substandard conditions, and.
where the living standards of the people
at large are steadily declining while prof-
its reach new heights, is the sheerest hy-
pocrisy and venality,

Bearing the above in mind, it is a pity
that the labor officialdom has not respond-
ed to the present anti-labor campaign with
the most vigorous counter-offensive. What
is needed is a little more audacity on the
part of the union movement and the cour—
age to speak out frankly and bluntly:

bor will not take the present anti- labor
offensive lying down!

s
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A Letter from a Reader on Poland

To the Editor:

In his article in the January 20 issue of LABOR ACTION, irving Howe
proposes that critical support be given to the Opposition group in' Poland.
Such a position, although understandable, raises a number of questions.

Precisely because the Polish situation is so complicated; one wonders if it
should or even ean, be approached on a simple either-or- basis. The Workers

Party did not give even crltlcal,support

the Allied powers were not really concerned with the defeat of fascism’ or -

to World War II because it knew that

‘with the removal of its causes. Thus the position on the war was determined
not by the desirability of Allied objectives (defeat of Hitler) But by an ap-
praisal and understanding of the Allied powers themselves, their real inten<
tions, what they represent, efc. More important than the question of whom

they were fighting was the question, of

WHY they were fighting. Since simi-

lar questions arise in an examination of the Polish situation, why can’t the
same method of analysis be applied? The Polish situation is described as a
NEW situation but the nature of this newness is not clearly defined. Does the
situation merely present a new facade or does jt contain really new basic

elements? If so, what are they?
Howe states that those who do not

accept his position must answer the

question: When GPU men come to arrest a Peasant Party leader, do you aid
them in the arrest or try to prevent it? But can the Polish situation be reduced

to such an over-simplification? If so,

then one can compose a number of

variations, equally superficial, on the same gquestion: thus, if Polish fascists,
assuming they were in power, came to arrest a Stalinist leader, do you aid

them in the arrest or try to prevent it?

Since the Mikolajczyk-led opposition is, as Howe recognizes, an agent
of imperialism favoring restoration of property and providing leadership for
the fascists and anti-Semites, then why is it assumed that this group repre-
sents the lesser of two evils? Further, since the strength, numerically as well

as ideologically, of the fascist elements

is not known, one must guestion the

soundness of supporting such a movement, even critically. The importance of
struggling against Stalinism is unquestioned, but does this call for the sup-
port of a movement which, while opposing the presént Stalinist régime, may
have as its prlmary goal the establishment of its own brand of totalitarian-

ism?

I do not quite understand why a Socialist opposition necessarily could not
maintain complete independence of the Mikolajezyk group. But even if such
an alternative were not available, I fail to see how selecting an undesirable

and potentially dangerous alternative

represents a superior choice. Mean-

while, Socialists within the Mikolajczyk opposition give the group added
numbers, strength and prestige. Howe states that the major need in Poland
today is to drive out the Russian oppressors, once again to give the Polish
people a chance to determine their own destinies. The need to drive out the
Russian oppressors is obvious but there still remains the danger that the
Mikolajezyk group could establish a fascist rule BEFORE the Polish people

would have such a chance.

What is needed at this point is further clarification, for the problem in-
volves, more than an approach to the cirrent Polish dilemma; it involves an
approach to be taken to similar future dilemmas that are bound to arise in

Stalinist-dominated ¢ountries. i

A Reply
By IRVING HOWE

I want to begin my reply by re-
stating our point of view on the Pol-
ish situation, for I think our corre-
spondent misunderstands ’I:he posi-
tion.

Poland is today ruled by, é.,s_taunist
puppet régime buttressed by Russian
army bayonets; it does not have
mass support in Poland. It couldn’t
last a week were it not for the fact
that Poland today is not an indepen-
dent nation but rather a vassal dom-
inated by the Kremlin. Opposed to
this puppet government are the
masses of Poles—of this théfe can be
no doubt; all testimony points to it.
A vast, scattered, heterogeneous op-
position, which has the support of
the vast masses of Poland, is forced
to function as an underground move-
ment. In this opposition there are
various political strata including the
petty bourgeois peasant movement
led by Mikolajezyk and trade union
and socialist elements. Attached to
this opposition are also fascist and
anti-Semitic elements trying to cap-
ture the opposition for their reactmn-
ary purposes.

SOCIALIST ATTITUDE

If we faced a situation. in which
there were a totalitarian Stalinist
government and a fascist-dominated
.opposition, there would be no choice
for.Socialists but equally to condemn
both. They would have no alterna-
tive but to attempt slowly to-rebuild
some small socialist circles. But to-
day in Poland there is the possibility
of Socialists becoming involved in a

Bess S.

mass movement, the major purpose
of which is the expulsion of the op-
pressive Stalinist army. This purpgse
being progressive and desirable, So-
cialists, we believe, should give criti-
cal support to and participate as an
independent force in the opposition.

What critical summrl; means con-
cret&ly is that we aid the attempts
of the opposition to break the totali-
tarian terror, to restore democratic
liberties and to expel the Russian
army. Socialists should certainly re-
tain their organizational indepen-
dence, as our correspondent urges;
they should also retain and vigor-
ously exercise their right to criticize
politically, and attempt to take over
the leadership of, the opposition re-
sistance movement. ut it would be
self-defeating for Secialists to ab-
stain from giving this eritical sup-
port and from participating in a mass
movement of opposition to the Stalin-
ist totalitarian government on the
‘ground that the fascists also try to
gain conirol of its opposition. (It
,should be emphasized that Mikolaj-
czyk is NOT a fascist; he is a bour-
geois democratic politician, We must
not be deceived by Stalinist propa-
ganda into believing that the entire
Polish opposition is fasecist.)

To abstain from participation in
this mass movement, the primary
purpose of which is thus far to re-
gain national integrity for Poland,
is in effect to surrender the field to
the reactionaries and fascists. The
program which we propose. does not
in any way involve political identi-
fication with Mikolajezyk; it means’
that when Mikolajczyk, for whatever
reason, fights for the restoration of

democratic ‘rights, we support THAT
fight.

NATURE OF THE OPPOSITION
The crucial point is in the guestion
asked by our correspondent:. “Since
the Mikolajezyk - led opposition is...
an agent of imperialism..., then why
is it assumed that this group repre-

.sents the lesser of two evils?” A dis-

tinetion must be made here. Miko-
lajezyk is .an agent.of Anglo-Amer-
ican-imperialism, but the opposition
movement which he leads—and leads,
incidentally, most inadequately, as is
indicated by his willingness to par-
ticipate in the Stalinist government—
that opposition movement is NOT an
agent of imperialism. We therefore
urge support of the struggle of this
opposition for democratic demands
and the expulsion of the Russian op-
pressors, while conducting a bitter
struggle to free the opposition from
Miko]a_.jczyk’é polities.

Bess S. asks what is NEW in the
sitnation. What is new is that the
foreign oppressor is Stalinist impe-
rialism and that we have to” work
out a tactical application to this new
situation of our point of view on the
national question in Europe—prew-
ously applied only to situations where
capitalist powers were the imperial-
ist oppressors. Socialists have in the
past not hesitated to give critical sup-
port to and to work in movements
for liberation against armies of occu-
pation, while reserving political and
organizational independence from the:
resistance movement. This resistance
movement, since it involved great
masses of the population, was a fer-
tile arena for political activity. What
complicates, though if does not basi-
cally change, the situation is that in
Poland the occupying power is Sta-
linist totaltarianism dnd that. fascist
elernents try to capitalize on the mass
resistance.

DANGERS OF THE SITUATION

Is there a danger that a successful
resistance movement against Stalin-
ism might result in a victory for the
fascist fringe of the opposition? (And
it is merely a fringe; the masses in-
volved in and supporting the oppo-
sition are not fascists.) Yes, of course
there i8 such a danger; polities is full

of dangers. But recall that in the'

French resistance there were also re-
actionary elements, notably those
around de Gaulle. In that resistance
there were also the French fascists
headed by de La Roecgue, with whom,
of course, the French SDcialisl‘s had
nothing to do. But the wvast mass

movement generated by the resist-

ance could not be controlled by qe
‘Gaulle, just as, in case of a similar
victory in Poland, it would almost
most certainly not be able to be con-
trolled by Mikolajezyk. -

Bess S. waves aside the simple ex-
ample 1 offered: when a GPU man
comes to arrest an opposition leader,
do you support the arrest or try to
prevent it? But that example is very
important; it crystallizes one of the

central issues involved in our posi-.

tion. As for the counter-question she
poses, that is easy for us to answer.
If a fascist government tried to ar-
rest, Stalinists involved in. a move-
ment of mass resistance against the
fascist rule, then we would try to
prevent the arrest of the Stalinists.

The reason why the above example
is important was stated in my arti-
cle in the following words: “Even if
a socialist opposition to the Stalinist
government were to declare itself
equally against both the Stalinists
and Mikolajczyk, it would be foreed
in practice to cooperate with the op-
position in defense against Stalinist
terror.” We believe that Bess S. can-
not evade this consideration and that
her objections to our point of view
are based on a misunderstanding of
what we actually mean by critical
opposition.

Further comment from readers is
invited on *"this matter.

SP TURNS DOWN PCI
PROPOSAL ON INDO-CHINA

The PCI, French section of the
Fourth International, has opened up
a barrage of united front proposals
to the French Socialists in an at-
tempt to draw them into action
against the Indo-Chinese war of
French imperialism. The campaign
opened with a proposal by the Paris
region of the PCI to the Socialist
Federation of the Seine for a joint
meeting of protest, demanding the
withdrawal of French troops from
Indo-China.

This proposal was turned down by
the Executive Committee of - the
Seine Federation on the grounds
that it was necessary to await the
return of Marius Moutet, Socialist
Colonial Minister, who had gone to
Indo-China on a tour of “informa-
tion.” Of course, this was a trans-
parent excuse, since Moutet immedi-
ately upon his arrival at Saigon,
started to issue blasts against the
Viet Nam Republic, and stated that
France must fight it out to the end.
As usual, the “left” leaders in the
French Socialist Party (the “left”

. controls the Seine Federation) fall

back on any excuse rather than put
real pressure on the right wingers
like Moutet through public action.

Nevertheless, a large minority of
the Seine Executive Committee voted
in favor of organizing a joint meet-
ing with the PCI, in spite of possible
reprisals by the party. Heartened by
this the PCI decided to appeal to the
ranks. Every PCI cell and youth
unit has been instructed to propose
a joint meeting to the* Socialist
Party and youth sections in their.
neighborhood. Already several So-
cialist. Youth sections have adopted
resolutions protesting the suppres-
sion by the French government of
the Trotskyist meeting on Indo-
China of December 6, and demand-
ing the reelase of Pierre Conte, a
French comrade, who has been held
incommunicado since the night of
the meeting.

* Accompanying Moutet on his trip
to Indo-China was Leon Boutbien,
member of the Seine Federation,
member of the Central Committee of
the Socialist Party. Boutbien in the
past has been verbally one of the
most radical of the left leaders in the
SP. Yet on his return he distin-

guished himself from Moutet not by
a forthright repudiation of French
colonialism, but by a mealy mouthed
plague on both your houses state-
ment, in which he blamed both the
French and the Viet Namese for the
present hostilities.

This cowardly stand, which puts
in the same class the Vlet Namese
fighting for their independence and
the French imperialist troops, fight-
ing thousands of miles from home,
will undoubtedly have repercussions

in the ranks of the Socialist Party .

left wing.
L ]

A Nofe on Australia

The November issue of the left
magazine, Tomorrow, which we have
just received from Melbourne, re-
printed the entire program of the
Workers Party which appears weekly
in LABOR ACTION. It also reprint-
ed a cartoon from Carlo’s series “The
Bosses's Dictionary,” which it enti-
tled “A Tory's Diary.”

—S. Berg.

NICARAGUA:

u. S. Imperiqlfsm ﬁuns
A Banana Republic

By A. FERRARA

On February 2, 1947, a presidential election is
scheduled to take place in the little Central Amer-
ican country of Nicaragua. As countries go, Nica-
ragua is hardly in the first or second rank. It is
about as large as New York State, measuring some
57,000 square miles, and lays claim to a popula-
tion numbering slightly more than a million. Pos-
sessing none of the natural resources which pro-
vide the foundation for industrialization, the Nica-
raguan economy revolves around the export of her
banana and coffee crops, as well as some gold.

Clearly this nation will never take history by .

storm!

Yet it is no exaggeration to say that all of
Latin America is watching the preparations and
will observe the elections on February 2 with a
passionate concern. What matters to the people
of Latin America is not Nicaragua’s size. What
matters to the people of Latin America is that a
“Polish” election will take place on that date.
And as a result the hateful Somoza régime will
continue to oppress this tiny country with. the
support, direet and indirect, of. U. S. imperialism.

The peoples of Latin America surely sympa-
thize with the workers and peasants ‘of Poland;
who are -today the captives of the Kremlin and its
Polish satellites. But the masses of the countries
to the south of us surely regard the flood of pro-
iests directed by the American govetnment to
Warsaw and Moscow as so mtch hypocrisy. Strange
that in its feverish concern for “democratic” elec-
tions, the American government has ‘not lovked a
little closer to home and dispatched any notes to
Somoza, protesiing the fraudulent elections in
Nicaragua. .

SOMOZA PERMITS A PHONY OPPOSITION

As in Poland, where the Peasant Party was
granted the theoretical right to run its candidates
for office, so, too, Somoza is pertaitting the oppo-
sition, a coalition of all the other"political parties,
plus the trade unions, to run one candidate. And
to create the fiction of a “free,” “truly democratic”
election, Somoza has brought' into being .another
party besides his own Surprisingly enough, this
fake party, which goes by the name of the Con-

servative Nationalist Party, is. supporting the 75-
year-old candidate put up by Somoza’s own party,
the Liberal Nationalists.

But this is as far as the democratic inclinations
of Somoza go. The election laws of Nicaragua
(manufactured by Somoza) decree that only those
parties can supervise the balloting and count the
votes which took part in the last election. Since
Somoza saw to it that only his own 'party and the
fake Conservative Nationalists took part in the
previous election (in which Somoza was the only
candidate), the conclusions are not difficult to
foresee. Somoza's candidate, Dr Leonardo Ar-
guello, will win.

Having nothing to learn from the Polish hlI‘E-
lings of the.Kremlin, Somoza has also; prepared
.the. proper,.atmosphere; for the-.elections.  Some
eight months ago, Somoza permitted the opposi-
tion to put out a weekly paper. But this interlude
of freedom for the press was top much for.Somo-
za. On December 10 the president-dictator of Nica-
ragua ordered the current issue of the paper con-
fiscated and its editors arrested. To escape arrest
at the hands of the brutal national guard, the edit-
ors sought asylum in the Guatemalian Legation,
where they have had to remain ever since.

The facts we have cited above about the elec-
tion fraud being prepared in Nicaragua are com-
mon knowledge, and yet the American govern-
ment continues to send notes to.Poland! Can it be
that Washington objects not so much to the lack
of democracy in Poland as to the jundehiable fact
that the Polish Quislings are, tétally subservient
to Moscow and exclude the. economic penetration
of Poland by American capital?

. AMERICAN IMPERIALISM PROFITS

The example of Nicaragua proves that this line
of reasoning is correct. For ten years Somoza has
fought against the democratic aspirations of the
Nicaraguan people but not against American capi-
tal. The reign of Somoza has been profitable for
American investments in Nicaragua, modest though
they be. And it-is interesting to note that this
capital is invested not only in the banana planta-
tions ahd gold mines, but is also directly invested
in bonds issuéd by the Somoza dictatorship to per-
petuate itself: There are no moral categories when
it comes to making a proﬁt

To the masses of La.tm Afnetica, what Wash-
ingi'n, means by “Buenos Vecinos,” the Geod
Neighbor policy, is strikingly illustrated by its
attitude toward Somoza. When Somoza visited
Washington in 1939 he was met at the Union Sta-
tion by President Roosevelt and the cabinet, a
military salute was fired, the military ba.nds
played the pt_'nper music, and thousands of gov-
ernment employees were given three hours’ leave
to welcome the dictator.

But the friendly attitude of American imperial-
ism to this tyrant is not restricted to such platonic
gestures. During the war, the Export-Import Bank
extended a financial credit of four and a half mil-
lion dollars to Somoza. Needless to say, the money
has not been used to benefit the poverty-stricken

esmasses of Nicaragua but is still in the process of
finding its way into the pockets of Somoza and his
friends, Nicaraguan and American.

Nicaragua is a small country, and Somoza a
petty tyrant. But the situation in Nicaragua is a
sharp reminder to the peeples of Latin America
that the days of struggle against American op-
pression are far from over, even though Washing-
ton no longer dxspatches warships to enforce its
will. After all, a “friendly” loan is just as power-
ful a weapon as a detachment of marines. Both are -
different ways of doing the same thing, which is
to keep a “good” government in power. And since
American imperialism has not lost its appetite, it
still defines a “good” government as one which
grants American capital the unrestricted privi-
lege of exploiting the wealth and health of a peo-
ple for the sake of profit.
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A Detailed and Damning Documentation:

Stalinism’s Dirty Record on the Jewish Question |

By ALBERT FINDLEY

The Communist (Stalinist)
Party has again changed its
policy on Palestine and the Jew-
ish question. Ignoring the suf-
fering of  hundreds of thou-
sands of survivors of fascist
terror, it is now once more op-
posed to Jewish immigration
into Palestine.

This latest zig-zag in line re-
calls bitter memories of the
Stalinist policy changes on the

‘Jewish question.

As always, thé Stalinists pretend
to base themselves on the theoretical
works of the founders of Marxism,
but they distort and reduce these
works to an absurdity.

Lenin and the Russian Bolsheviks,
for example, were opposed to Zion-
ism. Like most Marxists at that
time, they held that the Jews were
not a nation or nationality, and they
were therefore .opposed to Zionism;
they urged 'that the Jews of each
country find a place in.the internal
socialist struggle. Yet their position
was completely different from the
later Stalinist attitudes.

After World War I, the Palestine
seetion of the Communist Interna-
tional (Comintern), while absolutely
opposed to Zionism (the Palestine
CP was against the national boycott,
against slogans for a Jewish major-
ity and a Jewish state) declared that

the Jewish population could not be"

indiseriminately identified with Zion-
jsm. It favored free and unlimited
Jewish immigration into Palestine.
It also demanded from the British
government material aid for the es-
tablishment of Jewish immigrants
in the country. While acquiescing in
the maintenance of an Arab major-
ity, the Palestine Marxists pointed
out that the legitimate objections of
the Arab national movement against
political Zionism did not include
stoppage of Jewish immigration.
They .declared that the struggle
against Jewigh immigration deflect-
ed the anti-imperialist struggle onto
racial anti-Jewish rails and was
therefore profitable only to England.
That the Stalinist distortions actual-
ly did involve shifting the Arab
struggle to anti-Jewish rails, we
shall prove later. ;
Before 1926-27, the Palestine CP
was for protection and recognition of
the Arab tenant farmer in his right

- 4o the land. At the' same time, how-
=i-gver, -it supported Jewish settlement

From the Stalinist Press

AN EDITORIAL NOTE

S

In reading the following article, our readers should bear in mind the posi-
tion of the Workers Party and LABOR ACTION on the Jewish question as it
relates to Palestine. We hold the right of Jewish immigration to Palestine to
be unquestioned; and not only for Palestine, but for the whole world. For
that reason we give high emphasis to a democratic slogan in this country:
Open the Doors of the U. S.! Those who speak out in behalf of the Jews and
other displaced persons in Europe and whe are not ready to fight for their
right to come to this country, are dishonest and hypocritical.

So far as the specific problem of Palestine is concerned, we are for Arab-
Jewish unity against British imperialism. In that country, the grave, immediate
problem of Arab-Jewish relations, for example, overcoming Arab resistance
to Jewish immigration, can only be solved by an intelligent policy which is
calculated to unify both peoples in a sfruggle for national independence of
the counfry. That can best be done. in our opmion. by advocating the estab-
lishment of a constituent assembly, based upon universal suffrage and majority
rule, guaranteeing at the same time full national and democratic rights for
all the peoples who inhabit the country. Such a policy would defeat the reac-
tionary activities of both the Arab feudal chieftains and the Jewish leaders
and organizations. The former oppose further immigration as a threat to the
Arab state, while the latter seek to set up a Jewish state at the expense of
the Arabs. The propaganda of both sides is reactionary and against, the besf
interests of the Jewish and Arab masses.

In the light of world position and power of Stalinism, the following article
is an important contribution and a wurning. While we do not necessarily en-
dorse every crossed "#' or dotted “i" in this study, we believe it to be a
well-merited indictment of the most dcngerons force inside the working class
movement. The documented material speaks for itself.

Comrade Findley, the writer of this article, is the co-author of a resolul]wn
on the Jewish Question which was presented to the last national convention of
the Workers Party in May, 1946, and is at present under discussion. The reso-
lution Is at variance with the resolution of the National Committee of the WP,

in several important respects.

b
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from the previous independent posi-
tion to one of uneritical support of
even the most reactionary elements
of the Arab nationalist movement.
As the Palestine Communist Party
said, they considered “the Jews as an
‘undifferentiated reactionary group,’
as opposed to the Arabs who were
considered an ‘undifferentiated pro-
gressive group.’”

Even during the ultra-leftist
“Third Period” during 1929-1935,
they maintained this point of view.
The official Stalinist slogan for all
colonial and semi-colonial countries
was “Workers and Peasant’s Gov-
ernment,” but with one exception—
Palestine. " Their explanation was
that this slogan could have no mean-
ing in Palestine other than the dic-
tatorship of the Jewish proletariat
over the.peasant masses. This is the
only case in Comintern history, even
under Stalinist degeneration, where
slogans were abandoned solely be-
cause of the national character of
the proletariat involved. It is inter-
esting to note that while fearing the
domination of the Jewish proletariat
in Palestine, the Stalinists persisted
in «denying: the very existence .of a
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T'he above cartoon by William Gropper appeared in the Morning F:rezhet_t,
Stalinist Yiddish Daily, on October 3, 1929. It shows Jews (identified in
typicully anti-Semitic fashion by the facial distortions and the dollar-signed

stars) chasing an Arab and shouting:

“He isn't a eripple—he only makes

believe—he is an Arab—Jews, beat him up!” The cartoon was printed at
the time of the anti-Semitic pogroms in Palestine, which the Stalinists

characterized as a “revolution.”

on uncultivated land. It repeatedly de-
clared that there were still large
areas of land in the hands of the gov-
ernment and the Arab effendis, cul-
tivable but uncultivated, which should
be given to Jewish settlers.

Such was the position of the Bol-

shevik movement on the Jewish na-
tional and Zionist movements, It took
a position independent of both the
Arab feudal lords and the Zionists.
Any attempt to make an amalgam
between this position and latter day.
Stalinist pogrom-like attitude is a
deliberate attempt to smear Bolshe-
vism with the taint of Stalinism.
* With the Stalinization of the Com-
intern in 1926-27, there was a com-
plete shift to the right in its colonial
policy: the adoption of ‘a policy in
colonial countries of subordination
of the proletariat to the native bour-
geois nationalist movements.

In Palestine, this meant a change

Jewish proletariat in the country.
“The Jewish proletariat does not
emigrate,” pontificated the Stalinist
theoreticians.

The official position of the Stalin-
ists on Jewish immigration into Pal-
estine is stated in the Communist

- International, Vol. VI, page 865:

“The Zionist movement is a coun-

“ter-revolutiondry movement of the

Jewish big bourgeoisie which. has
succeeded in attracting large contin-
gents of the Jewish petty bour-
geoigie.” It adds, “These colonizing
tendencies were controlled by the
Zionist movement, at whose head
were the financial magnates of Ger-
many, France, Britain and in recent
years, America.”

The truth is, however, that Jewish
“financial magnates and bankers”
kave usually been anti-Zionists. That
they figure in Stalinist literature as
the leaders of Zionism, shows the

superficiality of the Stalinist ap-
proach to this movement. At the Tth
Congress of the Comintern, Yussuf,
their Arab leader, declared that “be-
ginning from 1921, British-Zionist
finance capital was able to settle in
Palestine 250,000 Jewish immi-
grants.” :

The West European Bureau of the
Executive Committee of the Commu-
nist International declared in 1929
“It is the duty of all our parties to
fight against Jewish immigration to
Palestine.”

.,

One of the main arguments used
by the Stalinists against Jewish im-
migration is the legend, long since
exploded, that the Jews have driven
the fellahin (the Arab peasantry)
off their land. This argument unfor-
tunately still lingers in the minds of
many radicals.

The facts are as follows: Sir John
Hope Simpson was sent by the Brit-
ish Colonial Office to report on the
land situation, following the recom-
mendation by the Shaw Commission,
which investigated the 1929 pogroms.
He reported 30,000 Arabs landless.
The Stahmsts ot onl),lr “eontinted
Slmpson s exaggerated “conclusions”
but even exaggerated his exaggera-
tions. It was left to International
Press Conference (a Stalinist world
news service), to say: “In 1930 the
number of peasants drivem from
their land by force and thus deprived
of the right to work reached 30,000,
according to the official report of
Simpson. From 1939 to 1946 the
number doubled.”

:The matter was later investigated
by another official government com-
mission, the French Commission (not
sent to justify a political report, but
sent to make an econmomic survey),
which found the number of peasants
landless as a result of Jewish agricul-
tural settlement, to be no more than
600, instead of the falsified Stalinist
figure of 60,000.

. When questioned as to why Jewish
immigrants in Palestine are needed
by British imperialism and Jewish
capital, the Stalinists have two stock
answers: in order to enslave the

Arab population and to bul!d an -

army against Russia.

A CP EXPERT
WAXES PROFOUND

Paul Novick, American CP “ex-
pert” on Zionism (before the recent
elevation of Morris Schappes to that
position) wrote as follows in the in-
troduction to the Russian edition of
his book on the Jewish question:

“In  Palestine Ziomist fascist bri-
gades are mobilized to support Brit-
ish imperielism in . its struggle
against the agrarian revolution and
at the same time as part of the inter-
national armies against Soviet Cau-
casus, in order to seize the oil wells
of Bolen and Grosni.”

In an appeal of the Palestine Com-
munist Party, issued as an anti-war
proclamation on August 1st, 1934,
we find:

“British imperialism . . . brings in,
through legal and illegal channels,
tens of thousands of Zionist-imperi-
alist soldiers in order to strengthen
with their aid the suppression of the
liberty of the Arab masses and to
prepare legions for the intervention
in the Soviet Union.”

With such an attitude—that the
Jews are invaders; robbers, “anti-
*Soviét agents,” imperialists—it was
only logical for the Stalinists to op-
pose the entry of Jews into Pales-
tine. The Communist parties all over
the world have, until World War II,
opposed Jewish immigration into
Palestine. S

Nor was it a passive opposition.
For many years the Stalinists have
been urging the Arabs to maintain
active resistance against the Jewish
“conquerors.” In 1930, they appealed
to the Arab populace to guard the
harbors to prevent Jews from land-
ing‘ .

In 1936, THE CP of Palestine called
upon the Jewish youth to aid the Arab
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youth in the struggle against the entry
of Jews. In the same year, Harry
Pollitt, speaking in the name of the
English Communist Party, declared
that the justice of the demand for the
"stoppage of any further Jewish im-
migration’” cannot be disputed.

During. the heyday of the Peoples

Front, 1938-39, just prior to the
Stalin-Hitler paet, we find a change
in the Stalinist position on these
questions. In the U. 8., Palestine
and Eastern Europe, the Jewish
Stalinists dropped their flat and un-
equivocal opposition to all Jewish im-
migration and began to propose “po-
litical solutions” for the Arab-Jewish
problems, which we will take up
later. However, at no time did the
Comintern itself give up its opposi-
tion to Jewish immigration. But of
that later.

THE STALINISTS ENTER
THEIR POGROM PERIOD

According to the Stalinists before
1938 there were no Jews in Palestine
—only Zionists. And who are the
Zionists? British agents! Herein lies
the key to the Stalinist interpreta-
tion of the pogroms on the Jews.

The Stalinist reasoning was sim-
ple: Where thére are no Jews, there
can be no pogroms. When an Arab
kills a Jew, they maintained, he kills
only a British agent and when many
Arabs. attack many Jews, it is a rev-
olution against British» imperialism.

That is the reason for the Commu-*

nist Party support and encourage-
ment -of the pogroms of 1929, 1933,

'1936, 1939.

From August 20 to August 28, 1929,
the American Communists, in the
Freiheif, their American Jewish daily,
denounced the attacks on the Jews
as pogroms. On orders from the Com-
intern, they reversed their position,
and on August 29, 1929, the pogroms
became a “revolutionary uprising."

In conjunction with the, riots of '

1936, the Palestine Communist Party
issued the following appeal (Impre-
corr, June 27, 1936) :

“The everspreading imperialist-
Zionist occupation of the country de-
mands speedy and effective resist-

ance, or Zionist robbery will deprive .

the Arab people of Palestine. The
Arab liberation movement is endeav-
oring to make the continuation bof
Zionist' colonization impossible by
means of ridding the economy of the
Zionist conquerors by acts of sabo-
tage umd partisan gttecks.”

The “partisan .attacks” praised
here were not attacks on British sol-

diers. but attacks on unarmed Jews,

including a bonib * thrown into a
school in Tel-Aviv in which children
between the ages of 6 and 11 were
wounded.

WHO ARE THE ROBBERS
AND WHO THE ROBBED?

The fundamental line of the Stal-
inists eoncerning the relations be-

tween Jews and Arabs was remark-

able for its simplicity: Jews are the
robbers, Arabs are the robbed. Jews
are the aggressors, Arabs the at-
tacked. Jews are the invaders, Arabs
the expelled. It is easy to explain, as
did the Morning Freiheit, Yiddish
daily organ of the American Com-
munist Party, in relation to the po-
groms of 1929:

“The war of the Jews agamst the
Arabs has always been and still is
an unjust one. The war of the Jews
against the Arabs is a part of the
imperialist' suppression. The war o
the Arabs against the Jews 1is, re-
gardless of its religious appearances,
a part of the world struggle for the
liberation of the downtrodden mass-
es. "

This, then, was the Stalinist line,
dressed up in pseudo-revolutionary
phraseology. It called a pogrom a
revolution, and developed its reac-
tionary policy on this foundation.

(Our readers should not misun-
derstand our comments as support
for Zionism or the Zionist movement.

. We are merely indicating that it is,

and was, wrong to identify the Jew-
ish population of Palestine with po-
litical Zionism. In describing the de-
velopment of Stalinist policy we are
showing its wholly opportunist anti-
socialist character.) )

Despite the betrayals of the work-
ing class by the Stalinists, they have
in most places been able to pose as
internationalists, bringing together
people of different nationalities in
common struggle. ,That such strug-
gles emerge for the power and pres-
tige of the Stalinist bureaucracy
rather than for socialism, is quite
another matter.

In Palestine, a country inhabited
by two nationalities, and ruled over
by a foreign imperialist power, the
policy of the Stalinist CP has not
been one of uniting the two nations
into  a common anti-imperialist
struggle against the foreign yoke,
but to deflect this struggle.to an an-
ti-Jewish pogrom policy. We have
already demonstrated this in rela-
tion to Jewish immigration and the
pogroms of 1929, 1933, 1936.

Did the Communists in Palestine
advocate and struggle for Jewish-
Arab unity within the trade unions,

or even within the party itself? The

answer is emphatically NO!

Since its 3rd Congress, when the
Comintern raised the slogan of a
united “Arabistan,” the CP of Pal-
estine began eliminating and purg-
ing so-called “Zionist” elements and
adopted the slogan of “Toward the

Arabs”—which in effect meant com-
plete acceptance of the Arabs as an
undifferentiated progressive group,
ineluding their top, semi-feudal lead-
ers. ' »
Immediately after-the pogroms of
1929, the executive committee of the
Comintern issued orders that the Cen-
tral Committee of the Palestine Party
mus# contain an Arab majority. At the
7th Congress the Palestine delegate
went one step further. He announced
that Arabization would go on "while
keeping the reliable and honest Jew-
ish comrades in the party ranks.” This
language is familiarly like ‘the favorite
defense of anti-Semites—"Some of my
best friends are Jews."

RESULTS OF A
SECTARIAN POLICY

As to the trade unions, the CP
during the 3rd period of 1929-35
characterized the Histadruth — the .
Jewish trade union of Palestine with
80,000 members—as “social fascists,”
“racists,” “robbers,” and even “Hit-
lerites.”

In 1935, Ben Gurion, leader of the
Histadruth, signed a pact with Vlad-
imir Jabotinsky, establishing work-
ing arrangements with the reaction-
ary Revisionist wing of Zionism.
The agreement also contained a “no
strike pledge” as advocated by the
Revisionists. This evoked a storm ol
protest from the rank and file of the
Histadruth and was voted down by
a huge majority in a referendum.

During the campaign preceding
the referendum, the Stalinists issued
this stupid and sectarian appeal:

“Do mot wvote for or against the
agreement. Instead of voting, protest
against Zionism, against immigra
tion,” ete.

In the United States, the Stalin-
ists had been demanding that the
Histadruth admit Arab workers into
its ranks. At the same time in Pales-
tine they unceasingly warned the

Arab workers against joining the .

Histadruth. They never supported
those left-wing elements inside the
Zionist movement which struggled to
transform the Histadruth to one ex-
tent or another into a union of both
Jewish and Arab workers.

Instead they have called upon the
Arab workers to refrain from enter-
ing into any relations with Jewish la-
bor. When the Arab workers of the
Nesher cement plant went on strike,
tiie Histadruth gathered funds for
their support. The Communists de-
manded that the strikers not accept
any help from the Jews.

When in November, 1935, an at-
tempt was made by unknown persons
to smuggle arms into Haifa, the CP
did not wait to determine who was
responsible, but without hesitation
issued a fiery call to the Arabs: “the
aim of these arms is only one—the
hearts of the Arabs whom the Jews
want to erase and eradicate from
the earth.”

This appeal was so openly a pog-
rom-call, that the Jewish section of
the French CP was forced to repudi-
ate the proclamation under pressure
from the Paole-Zion who were part of
the Jewish Peoples Front of France.

In the United States the Jewish
Stalinists claimed at first that this;,
leaflet was a lie—a forgery by red-
baiters. Later they admitted that the
Palestine CP did issue the statement
but said that due to the inexperience
of the leaders of the Palestine CP,
an error in prmmple had been made
which had been ‘speeedily correct-
ed.” promlsl;:g at the same time to
publish a correction. Eleven years
have passed and this correction has
not seen print yet.

THE PALESTINE CP G
ACCEPTS WHITE PAPER

During the entire thirties, the CP
position on Palestine was entirely
one-sided. The Jews had only duties
to perform, the Arabs only rights.
All demands for compromise and
surrender were directed exclusively
to the Jewish bourgeoisie; the equal-
ly reactionary Arab leaders, were sel-
dom attacked. In the words of Wil-
liam Gallagher, Communist member
of British Parliament, the “ONLY
right of the Jews in Palestme iz to
cooperate with the Arabs in building
a prosperous Arab State.”

The Freiheit in 1939 stated that
“perhaps it may be worth while to
accept formally the temporary stop-
page of immigration to Palestine in
order to start a larger immigration
to all Arab countries. .

Later in 1939, the Br:t:sh imperi-
alist government followed this ad-
vice and issued the White Paper, the
most severe blow it ever directed
against the Jews in Palestine.

The White Paper, in the face of
the unprecedented need of refugees
fleeing from Hitler, prohibiting Jew-
ish immigration after a period of
five years or after 75,000 immigrants
were admitted, was promulgated by
the British government with the con-
sent of the *“great humanitarian”
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

The "theory" behind the White Pa-
per was to limit immigration to such
amounts as would bring the Jewish
population up to 1/3 and no more of
the total population of the country.
Here the Stalinists were even more
stringent than the British imperialists.
The Communist Party of Palestine sub-
mitted a memorandum to the Wood-
head Commission (which prepared the
White Paper) demanding that the then

existing population ratio of 30 to 70
not be disturbed under any conditions.

The Stalinists "had for years de-
manded that Jewish acquisition of
land be stopped. The White Paper
did so and set up racial criteria for
the purchase of land by forbidding
Jews to buy land in the main fertile
sections of Paldstine. No attempt
was made to protect tenants—the
prohibition was entirely on a racist
basis.

OPENLY AGREE WITH
BRITISH OPPRESSORS

The Stalinists themselves recog-
nized the parallel of their own de-
mands with those of the White Pa-
per. The Hammer, organ of the Pal-
estine CP, urged the Arabs to accept
the White Paper and cease their
anti-British acts in the following
weasel words:

“Not to further the uprising move-
ment because the partial concessions
and promises of the English govern-
sment to put through gradual re-
forms in the country are at present
a limited achievement, which, given

American CP even cameé out m favor
of a national home in Palestine,

Alex Bittleman; then Jewish “ex-
pert” of the CP, in his pamphlet
“The Jewish People Will Live On”
made a remarkable about-face from
the previously quoted Stallmst posi-
tion:

“The Jewish workers in the U. S.
are in full agreement with the Jew-
ish workers of the Palestine Yishuv
on the national tasks of upbuilding
of the Yishuv as a free national com-
position of the Jewish _people. of
America and all Jewish communi-
ties.” '

“It becomes mnecessary to insist
that the thing to concentrate om at
present is the task of aiding the®
Yishuv in the fight for the abolition
of the White Paper, for the free eco-
nomic, industrial and agricultural
development of the Jewish .com-
munity.” :

In 1944, the Jewish Stalinists of
Palestine gave up their opposition to
the Histadruth and joined that trade
union. On re-entering they declared
that they had purged the party of

From the Stalinist Press
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The above cartoon by William Gropper appeared in the Morning Freiheit,
Stalinist Yiddish Daily, on September 4, 1929. It shows an old Jew (identi-
fied in typically anti-Semitic fashion by his sack of money with a dollar-
signed Jewish star) being used as a front by the British imperialist. The

caption reads:

“The Mask Behind Which He Shoots.” The cartoon was

printed at the time of the anti-Semitic pogroms in Palestine, which the
Stalinists characterized as a “‘revolution.”

the proper political wvigilance, can
bring more fundamental rights....”

But the American Communist
Party, too, attempting to build its
own imitation of a popular front
amongst the Jews, urged the Jews to
reject the White Paper! This is but
one of the more illustrative acts of
the eynical and hypocritical double-
dealing which the Stalinists practice
in relation to the Jewish question.

The rise of Hitler in 1933 added
500,000 Jews to the desperate num-
ber who wished to immigrate to save
their lives. This was in addition to
millions in' Poland, Rumania and
Hungary, who were seeking a place
to live. The doors of all nations were
closed, and remain so to this day:

The two largest countries of the
world, Russia and the United States,
could have, with the greatest of ease,

_absorbed these people, but they did

not do so—with the result that
6,000,000 died via crematories, gas
chambers, starvation, ete.

After the Hitler-Stalln pact, which
divided Poland between Germany
and Russia according to a pre-ar-
ranged agreement, 1,000,000 Jews

‘fled eastward from the German ar-

mies. These Jews crowded into the
Russian occupied portions of Poland,
where they were not welcomed and
every difficulty was placed in the
way of their entrance. In September,
1940, 10,000 GPU agents descended
on these people and in two days and
two nights transported 500,000 peo-
ple in tightly packed cattle-cars to
Siberia. Little or no food was givén
for the trip that took four to six
weeks, The Jewish press still prints
letters from refugees who are now
beginning to contact the outside
world, deseribing* the horrors of
those days.

During the early part of the war,
following the Stalin-Hitler pact, the
Stalinists continued their opposition
to Jewish immigration. It was only
in later years of the war that any
Stalinist party camie out directly in
favor of Jewish immigration. The
those “who considered the Jews as

-b

an undifferentiated reactionary mass
opposed to the Arabs as an undiffer-
entiated progressive force.”

While the Stalinist parties the
world over almost always have the
same line and use the identical
phrases and arguments, on the ques-
tion of Jewish immigration there has
been a rather sharp division.

While the Jewish Stalinists changed
their position to fit Jewish popular
opinion, the Stalinist propaganda to
the Arabs always maintained a con-
sistent line of opposition to Jewish
immigration.

The Arab League for National
Liberation, the name of the Palestine
Arab Stalinists, has consistently op-
posed Jewish immigration. In Octo-
ber, 1945, a conference of the Near
East Communist Parties took place
in Damascus at which representa-
tives of Palestine, Lebanon, Irak and

Syria participated. This conference *

adopted resolutions against Zionism
and Jewish immigration. Mustafa
Alarais of Lebanon, just returned
from Russia reported, “the best
friends of the Arabs in Palestine and
other countries, are the Russians,
and Moscow considers the Zionists as
tools of British and American impe-~
rialism.” He appealed for the work-
ers to join in a united national front
to combat Jewish immigration.
Since the “dissolution” of the Com-

“intern,. the Stalinists in Palestine

have separated into two distinet or:
ganizations. The so-called PKP is
100 per cent Jewish. The Arab Stal-
inists are organized into the Arab
League for National Liberation.
According to the Herald Tribune
of December 30, 1946, the Arab Stal-
inists in Palestine “have doubled
their membership during the last
years. They have tightened their
hold on the Arab Federation of
Trade Unions. They claim a member-
ship of 20,000 for the Federation.”
“Meanwhile, the Jewish Comma-
nists have gained only a few hun-
dred members and remain almost as
weak as they were in the election of
August, 1945, when they won 3 of

(Continued on page 6)
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Jim Crow in Los Angeles -

s ' . ' ) \
Foreword

FREEDOM BEGINS AT HOME. '

Today, in the South, men are hunted and lynched by mobs,
a man is beaten into blindness, helpless women are shot down
in cold blood—all because their skin is dark—- .

Today, the second “war for democracy” has left less democ-
racy than before in a terrorized Europe—

Today, everyone must be told of the crimes being committed
against the Negro people under our very noses, in ﬂm cify of
Los Angeles. That is the job of this pamphlet.

Its author, Hal Draper, has been in the forefront of the fight
against race hatred in this city, in words and action. His pam-
@hlet, “The Truth About Gerald Smith,” is still the only full-
length exposé of America’s No. 1 fascist. As Los Angeles organ-
izer of the Workers Party, he led the-first mass-picket demon-
stration against Fascist Smith in June, 1945.

Jim Crow is not a local Los Angeles question bul ¢ national
evil that splotches the entire country. But the fight for freedom
begins at home. This pamphlet will make better fighters against
Jim Crow. When we understand the roots of the evil, we will be
able to tear it out of the soil that mourishes it.

A : 2 ; » s/

Over a hundred thousand people in Los Angeles hve in a
concentration camp.

Not the kind you read about over in Europe. No barbed
wire, no gas chambers. That isn’t the only thing that makes a
concentration camp.

Racial segregation, restriction of liberty, brutality in uni-
~ form, vigilante storm-troopers on the loose—these make the con-
centration camps that exist in American cities, and in Los An-

eles.
£ They are the Jim Crow ghettos. Behind them is the shadow
of barbed wire and totalitarianism.

That’s pretty strong language. Is it justified? After all, John
Smith, white American, was brought up to think that it’s only
right for colored people to live with their own and not to mix
with white folks.

That’s not prejudice, says John Smith, that’s just the way
things ought to be. . ;

We’'ll get around to talking about the way th_ings ought to

_be. Let’s start by seeing how things ARE.

'Home, Sweet Home

First of all, did you ever try living in a chicken coop—you
and your famlly

Things are tough all over, and maybe you don’t have an extra
bedroom for Junior. But

"'Spot surveys in some sections indicated nearly all available
garages, sheds, and in some cases even clucken ,COOPS were occu-
pied for living quarters.” o

That’s the City Health Department reportmg on the south-
central Negro district for 1944-45. People are living there like
prisoners in a concentration camp, not because they want to,
but because they are chained there by racial segregation.

Here's the whole picture:

During the war years, the demand for labor brought a quar-
ter million newcomers to Los Angeles. Seventy thousand Negro
people came along with the rest. Without them, the city could
not have boomed into the major industrial area it is now.

The Negro population of Los Angeles more than doubled from
1940 o 1946—from about 63,000 to over 133,000.

Their labor was welcomed, the fat war contracts and free
government plants could now grind out the profits for 1ndustry
But were they given a chance to live decently?

Even back in 1940 more than 84 per cent of the Negro popu-
lation were living in the area of poorest housing in the city.
Then when the influx started

Of the quarter-million arrivals, three-fourths had the whole
city to settle in because their complexions were whitish. Even
50, we all know what the squeeze was like. !

1 S— e

The other fourth, the Negro workers, had to squash into the

limited number of sections open fo non-whites—the very sections
that were already the most crowded in the city!

A Negro population that had doubled, as the result of the
appeal to keep the war industries going, was jack-knifed into
the overflowing ghetto by the Jim Crow system of “restrictive
covenants.”

If you want it in official language, here’s the City Housing
Authority reporting to the Mayor on September 17, 1945: “We
therefore have approximately 125,000 people living, for the most
part, in shelter facilities which were primarily substandard and
serlous]y overcrowded when they housed 0n1y 67,000 people be-
fore- the war.’

That sounds impossible. Just try to imagine how it was done!
The “secret” is explained by such things as a public health
nurse’s report which gives typical cases like the following: A
family of eleven, including eight children and a new infant, live
in a garage, sleeping two and three together in bunk beds, with
o running water, bath or toilet except in the front house.

There is not an inch of space to which they can escape from
this inhuman existence without erossmg the maglc line of the
Jim Crow ghetto. -

Jim Crow Over the Housing Projects

The family in the above case was waiting for a vacancy in
the Aliso Village housing project. So are thousands of others—
5,465- of them. This is the number of eligible applicants that
were waiting as of September 1, 1945, and actually 59 per cent
of them were Negro families. ” v

-Public housing projects provided homes for only about 9,000
Negroes. Private housing developments accounted for possibly
2,000 more. That is why around 50,000 were condemned to live
in garages, chicken coQps and crowded quarters.

Are the city housing projects open to Negroes? At least
three are deliberately kept lily-white, at the demand of the real
eetate boards and banks. That does not mean that the others are

“open.”

There is a racial quota.

This system was legal and official up to about 1941. Now it
/is just “understood” practice. If a Negro family moves out, an-
other moves in—no morg. The quota may vary from 2 to 15 per
cent or it may be only a token family or two., But there is no
room for the expansion of the Negro population in such projects.
in the already congested Negro communities with the resultant
overtaxing of already inadequate transportation and public facil-
ities, as in the Watts area.

The overwhelming majority of Negro families which are
settled in projeets are to be found in the temporary units—-—jerry—
built houses which unavoidably degenerate into near-slums a
vear after erection. As the Los Angeles Sentinel reported: “It is
estimated that members of the Negro race are some 300 per
cent worse off than members of the white raée in regard to
housing. This has reflected in a growth of crime and illness fig-
ures in the erowded Negro districts which has caused a stagqe'r-
ing financial loss to the entire community.” .

Anybody who talks nice words about “interracial understand-
ing” is talking up a spout as long asithe Jim .Crow practices
which bring such conditions about, are winked "et.

Behind the Restrictive Covenants ,
" The heart of this vicious system is the instrument known as
the restrictive covenant.

This is a “private” agreement by householders in a particu-
lar area. It binds them and their successors to refuse to rent or
Sell to non-whites. The courts enforce these Jim Crow contracts.
A present owner cannot rent or sell to a Negro even if he.wants
to, because of a covenant made 25 years ago by somebody else.
Even if a Negro owns the property, he cannot use or occupy it.

The United States, "home of the free,” according to the song,
is the ONLY nation jin the world where a citizen can be deprived,
solely for his race and color, of the rigll'l' to live in his own home.
That is the fact—the rest is only a song.

The Labor Actioh Sunday Forum:

(Continued from page 3)
tariat. Now, in a brief post-revolu-
tionary period the proletariat, led by
the miners, overcame its backward-
ness and went on to great victories.
But we do not know if these elec-
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1 achieving electoral - successes.

toral victories have class-consistency
or if they will be lasting. ’

Even the POR, section of the
Fourth International, has neither
ideological nor programmatic con-
sistency, as we have analyzed before.
It is the exponent of a semi-Stalinist
program of bourgeois-democratic
revolution, realizable under the pro-
letarian dictatorship. Furthermore,
in spite of the miners’ congress and
the creation of the Workers’ Center
and the “Workers’ Front,” habits
and traces of Nazi-fascisin still ex-

4&(

gua, where the Trotskyist deputies
come from, thousands of votes went
to the Nazi candidate for president,
Victor Paz Estenssoro, the old “theo-
retician” of the™régime of Villaroel,
who was hung. The candidate for
senate of the Proletarian Front,
Juan Lechin, is an ex-member of the
movement "who also received votes
for the vice-presidency from the de-
feated MNR.

In La Paz, the POR formed a bloc
with the PSOB, also a Trotskyist
party, and accepted the candidates
of the latter as a common slate.
But at the last minute the POR
arbitrarily imposed the doubtful
candidacy of Lechin for ‘senator
of La Paz. The militants of the
PSOB complain of the lack of loyalty
of the Poristas and their Stalinist
opportunism for the purpose of
The

\
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ist in the mining districts. In Llala-

Stalinists on Jewish Question

(Continued from page 5) ¥

171 seats in Asefata Hanivehorim,
the Jewish Parliament of Palestine.”

“Moscow always has evidenced
sympathy for the Arab aspirations
toward independence. Since the Pal-
estine Communist press unanimously
opposes partition and the ereation of
a Jewish state, the Communists
stand to gain if the British turn to
partition as the solution of the Pal-
estine problem....

“The Arab paper ‘Al Ithat’ (Stal-
inist) opposes further immigration.”

The Jewish Day of New York re-
ports that publicly the Stalinists
make no attempt at crossing national
lines in Palestine. In faet, the Arab
Stalinists did not even send greet-
ings to the latest conference of* PKP,
the Jewish Palestine Communist
Party!

Emil Tuma, editor of Al lthat de-
clared that ‘the present Arab Higher
Comniittee is the symbol of Arab unity
and that the Stalinists are prepared
for ‘further collaboration with the
Husseini (Mufti) Party. The Stalinists
have declared that they will not or-
ganize any organization (trade union)
in_those sections where there are
rightist Arab organizations.” As to
Jewish-Arab cooperation, the Stalin-
ists have said "they are opposed fo
officldl united actions of Jewish and
Arab workers through the Hisfadruth
because of political purposes.” Com-
plete support -and unity with the
Mufti is all right with these so-called
communists, but any ulfempf to cross
national lines for working class coop-
eration is opposed by the Stalinists.

That the Stalinists are returning
to their old position of viewing all
classes of the Arabs as progressive,
is indicated by Bulah Poroch, another
CP leader who disclosed that “all
Arabs, regardless of class, have suf-
fered from Zionism.” (my emphasis
—A.F.)

Despite the weakness of the Stal-
inist party amongst the Jews, they
have influenced the left 'wing parties
of Palestine—the Hashomer Hatzair
and the Achduth Avodah Party.
Both of these groups support Stalin-
ism in every phase, except on the
Jewish question. The Left Paole-
Zion, who make up the main core of
the Achduth Avodah, have been pro-
Stalinist for many years. They have
no criticism to make of Russia; they

-Hashomer

regard that anti-working class: po-
lice state, as Socialist, and they sup-
ported the Moscow trials, ete.

Unfortunately for the Achduth
Avodah, this plea for a pro-Russian
‘orientation came on the heels of the
world change in the Stalinist posi-
tion, which is now against the rights.
of the Jews to enter Palestine. The
Hatzair in Palestine,
which advocates’ a variety of bi-
nationalisin based on political parity,
also is pro-Russian.

POST-WAR LINE OF
AMERICAN STALINISTS

With the end of World War II
thousands of Jews began a desperate
attempt to find a permanent place of
refuge, They filled the displaced per-
sons camps as a temporary resting
place in their search for a perma-
nent haven. Most of them were sur-
vivors of concentration camps, who
miraculously escaped the gas cham-
bers. Others were new arrivals who
were driven there by the growing
post-war wave of anti-Semitism
which a chaotic capitalist Europe
was developing.

The Stalinists joined in the cam-
paign to admit 100,000 Jews to Pal-
estine. The Morning Freiheit printed
dozens of articles on this subject,

.and attacked the British Labor Par-
‘ty for not permitting the refugees

to enter Palestine.

In the meantime, the Russian press
had begun a campaign of denouncing
Zionism, while the Russian govern-
ment undertook a tentative rap-
proachment with the governments of
the Arab states in its efforts to ac-
quire an lmperlullsf foothold in the
Near East. The Russians, and their
satellites at the UN, voted for Arab
League proposals to prevent Jewish
immigration into Palestine.

As a result, the American Stalin-
ists changed their line. On Novem-.
ber 4, the Morning Freiheit pub-
lished a resolution on “Communist
work among the American Jewish
masses,” the net result of which is
to make the line of the American CP
conform to the interests of Stalin’s
foreign policy in the Near East.

The demand for the admission of
100,000 Jews into Palestine has dis-
appeared from their press, and while
declaring that “the concept of ‘a Jew-
ish world nation” is “reactionary
utopianism,” they do not completely

give up their slogan of a Jewish Na-
tion Home, but declare that “our use
of the slogan ‘Jewish National Home’
was characterized by distortion and
one-sidedness.”

The resolution calls for the United
Nations to take the responsibility of
re-settling Jewish displaced persons.
It demands “greater possibilities for
Jewish refugees to immigrate and
settle in the United States.” Toward
the rulers of the country with which

‘they have the closest ties—Russia— -

they dare make no demands.

The resolution is purposely vague
regarding a solution for the problem
of Arab-Jewish relations in_ Pales-
tine. It proposes an “independent
Palestine state under supervision of
the United Nations,” with “national
rights” for the Jewish inhabitants,
but not as a
of all countries.”

The resolution is left purposely
vague to allow for varied interpreta-
tions, to be made in accordance with
the requirements of Russian policy
in the Near East.

Principles mean nothing to the cyn-
ics in the leadership of the Commu-
nist Party. Their words mean less than
nothing. In practice, however, cne
thing is certain—they have dropped
the demand for Jewish immigration to”
Palestine,

Without offering a positive presen-
tation of our own on the Jewish
question (available in the November
issue of The New International) we
have charted here in some detail the
zig-zags in line of Stalinism on the

Jewish question. One thing should be

clear: the Stalinist position on this,
as on all other problems, is based not
on any consideration of the needs of
either the Jewish or Arab masses,
but rather exclusively on the tran-
sient needs of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy. To understand this simple
fact is to begin to understand the
reactionary nature of Stalinism—
and that has been the purpose of this
compilation.
L ]

(Author's Note: Much of the fac-
tual material in this article has been
taken from an ewxcellently-document-

. ed: pamphlet now unfortunetely out

of print: The Communists in Pales-
tine (1939) by Bezalel Sherman.
Other material has been taken from
articles by L. Rock in The New In-
ternational. The use of this material,
however, is my' own.)

Injunctions in U, S. History - -

(Continued from page 3)

ance to court imposed restrictions
the union is charged with contempt

of court. The workers are fined, the .

strike leaders are put in jail, and
the government noose around union
activities is drawn tighter, Often the
attributed violations of the injunc-
tion are fantastically far-fetched or
purely fictitious, made up for the
purpose of enabling the court -to
bring down the full force of its ju-
dicial power on the head of the union.

Another important problem rela-
tive to injunction procedure, is the

absence of jury. trials in such cases. '

When an application for a labor in-
junction is made, the judge is also
the jury. The union, denied trial by
jury, must plead its case to a capi-
talist judge who seldom is interested
in the legal rights of the union, and
even less concerned with their needs
and demands. This is also true of
contempt proceedings. The union has
to prove, not to a jury but to the
judge who issued the injunction, that
it was not in contempt. Under such
adverse  conditions the union’s

Bolivia Election - -

POR contends that it dominates the
mines; nevertheless, it cannot elimi-
nate the thousands of pro-Nazi votes
and has to acecept Lechin as head
candidate of the Proletarian Front.
All of this obscures the great Trot-
skyist” vietory in Bolivia. Time will
tell if our reflections are justified.
Let us hope not.

In any event, Trotskyism in Bo-
‘livia is leading a niovement of pro-
letarian masses and will undoubtedly
have some genuine labor deputies
with a Marxist doctrine and pro-
gram. (January 1, 1947, La Paz.)
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chances for exercising any legal
rights is obviously negligible.
Several weeks ago, we discussed
the most important of the early in-
junction cases: The Debs case. We
saw how eagerly and effectively the
government courts responded to the
railroad magnates’ plea for help,
with an injunction and subsequent
contempt proceedmgs which finally
crushed the strike.” We cannot de-
seribe minutae, or even give the
background of any of the thousands
of injunctions which followed the
Debs case in one article. However,
it is important to note the following
facts: Between 1901-1927 there were
118 reported applications to Federal
Courts for injunctive ‘“relief’™
against union drives and strikes. Of
this number, one hundred were
granted! But this is only the figure
for reported cases. There aré innu-
merable unreported injunctions. Al-
so, we must remember that the 118
reported cases were applications to
Federal Courts. The number of in-
junctions granted by state and local
courts are almost too many to count.
In New York State alone, from 1923

to 1927, there were 48 reported ap-

plications for labor injunetions of
which 35 were granted. This figure
too refers only to reported cases.

A few quotations from injunction
texts in important precedent-setting

TRINIDAD WORKERS
STRIKE OIL COMPANIES

After a long period of relative
quiet, the oil workers of Trinidad,
traditional pacesetters of the prole-
tariat in the West Indies, have gone
into action. With the departure of
the last American troops, the bubble
of. prosperity has burst, and the
workers have refused to see their
living standards onece more
pressed.

The strikers are undey the leader-
ship of Uriah Butler, by this time
almost a legendary figure to those
who have kept up with the West In-
dian struggles from abroad. Time
after time, since the middle thirties,
the oil workers under his leadership
have emerged victorious in strug-

gles against the rapacious oil com-

panfes. Their initiative inspired
other workers in the Indies to organ-
ize, and resulted finally in the almost
complete organization of the work-

" ers in Trinidad, next to Jamaica the

most important British West Indian
possession.

The governor, representing His
Majesty’s Imperial “Labor” Govern-
ment of Great Britain, has already
clamped down on the strikers. For
the first time in Trimdad’s history,

a nine-hour curfew has been clamped -

down, lasting nightly from 8 p.m. to
5 am, A state of emergency has
been proclaimed in St. Patrick Coun-
ty, where the oil fields are located,
and Uriah Butler has been ordered
out of the county by Sunday under
threat of arrvest, without a warrant,
if he remains,

de-+

cases, should help us to understand

the reactionary sweep and vindie-

tiveness of labor injunections.

From a restraining order issued
by Judge Wilkerson during the 1922
railroad strike: Striking workers
were enjoined from “in any manner
conspiring, combining, confederat-
ing, agreeing and arranging with
each other or with any person or per-
sons, organizatians or associations to
injure, interfere with or hinder said
railway companies....” In another
part the order prevented the work-
ers from ¢ ‘aiding, abetting, directing
or encouraging any persons or per-
son, organizations or associations by
letter, telegram, telephone, or word
of mouth,
of the acts aforesaid.”
mine—J. F.)

An “improvement” on previous in-
junctions was made by Federal
Judge Benson W. Hough, in a start=
ling order during an important and
bitter coal strike in 1927, which made
it mandatory that “each picket
should be a citizen of the United
States 'and shall be able to speak the
English language.” Testifying be-
fore a Senate committee, AFL Pres-
ident Green pointed out that *, . .
More than 90 per cent of the work-
ers in these mines in Eastern Ohio
are foreign speaking men....”

State injunections have been no less
rabid than those issued by Federal
courts. Just one quote from a typical
state court injunction should indi-
cate this. In the 1926 injunction
against the Interborough Rapid
Transit workers of New York City,
we read that the defendant, individ-
uals and union, “and each of their
agents, servants, attorneys, confed-
erates and any other persons actmg
in aid or concert with them” were
enjoined from “holding or causing to
be held meetings of the employees of
the plaintive for the purpose of using
persuasion or exhorting them to ab-
sent themselves from their places of
duty or to leave the service of the
plaintive.” Furthermore, the work-
ers were forbidden “to make - de-
mands upon the plaintive for in-
creased wages. ” And further
down the text declares that the work-
ers cannot “. . . congregate, picket or
loiter in or on the neighborhood of
the plaintives cars . .. or other prem-
ises for the purpose of inducing or
persuading plaintive’s employees to
desist from their duties.”

(Emphasis
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BALTIMORE

Headqu'{rtels 21 W. Preston St.
Meetings of the Socialist Youth
League are held every Friday at 8§

p.m. Public forums are held the sec- -

ond Friday of each month.

BUFFALO"
3 HEADQUARTERS 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madigon,

2nd floor, Chicago 7.
Telephone—CIlIEsapeake 5798

OfMce hours: 3-5:30 p.m. dally, ex-
cept Sundays. Tueaday and Wednea-
day evenings.

CLASSES—every I'Il(‘] ay night at
8 o'clock on a series of Marxist clas-
gicg. Led by Albert Goldman., First
class begins Friday, January 10, on
“Socialism, Utopian and Scientific.”

FORUM—EVERY SUNDAY AT 3
P. M.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGURE AC-
TlVlTIT‘b Business meetings—Sun-
days at 7:00 p.m.

YOuth Forum—every Sunday cve-
ning at $:00 o'clock.

CLEVELAND
" 7The Cleveland Branch of the Work-
ers Party mects every Thursday at
8:00 p.m. =

- The Cleveland Branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Tues-
day. !

Definite headguarters are not yet
established for either of these meet-
ings.

Youth socials arg held every IPriday
or Saturday night.

For further information write Der-
nard Douglas, . 0. Box 1190, bl wtion
B, Cleveland, Ohio.

' DETROIT

Headguarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
9 and 10. Telephone: I'Laza 5559,

T'ublic Meeting. Hear Max Shacht-
man, National Chairman, Workers
Party, on “Socialism—the Only Road
to Peace and Security,” Sunday, Feb.
9, 8 p.m.; Twelce Horsemen’'s Civic

" . Center, Red Room; Erskine and John

R; Admission 35 conts.

~ Write or phone for information
about the discussion group on "Sta-
linism."

'qu ANGELES

aedquarters at 3161% W. Pico near
Olwe Telephone RIchmond 7-3230.
Office hours: 12 to 3 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday and Friday.

I.OUISVII.LE

» For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
end Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville. Ky.

 NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.

OFFICE HOURS Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m,; Wednesday—ld to 3 p. m,;

'S‘urday—-s to 4 p. m.

IFforums every Friday at 8:30 pm
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:

Forumy I'riday, January 31, 'The
Struggle of Viet Nam Against I'rench
Imperialism.” Speaker, Saul Berg.

Labor Action Forum f{or February
“The Coming Strike Wave, A
‘Pru&,:um for Rank and File Initia-
tive.?

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
am. to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until 6 p.m.

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681,

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH: Meeta every
Thuraday at 8:15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM EBRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
‘“Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thuraday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center 114 West 14th St,
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.

BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BRANCH: Meeta every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, BAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every

/7 ] N
Note to Readers:

We have a number of back
copies’ of The New International,
which we will send as sample
copies for the price of postage.
Send us your name and address,
together with a three-cent stamp,
or send us a list of your friends
who you think should know about
the NI, and enclose three cents
per name. .

; ®

NEW INTERNATIONAL
4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.
~ . s

Wednesday at 8:15 pm. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL+
IST YOUTH LEAGUE and LABOR

ACTION SCHOOL: in New York City
please write or visit the Workera
Party City Center at 114 West 14th
St., third floor, or phone CHelsea
2-9681. -t

READING

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P, 0. Box 1671,

Regular class on the "Role of the
Party in the IFight for Socialiam™ ev-
kry Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd door).

WP branch meets Wednesday at
8 pom.

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8:00 p.m.
cents.

LABOR ACTION FORUM SERIES:

Every bunday evening at 8:15 p.m.
in Labor Actidn Hall, N. E. corner of
12th and Girard. Some of the topics
scheduled arve:

February 2 — Germany—Beginning
of a New ﬁla.gc. 4

Webruary 9—Role of Stalinistq in
Labor Unions.

IFebruary li—Lecture b} James T.
IParrell

February 28 — Commemoration —
Lenin, Luxemburg and Liebknecht,

All forums will be held at Labor
Action Hall, northeast corner of 12th
and Girard, at 8:00 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

Tor information on the activities
of Lthe Workers Party in the San
Irancizco Bay area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St; Room 206,
Oakland 7, Calif.

Open forums held every other Sun-
day, starting Sunday, January 19.
Forums held at above address (a few
doors off Broadway on Tenth). IFor-
ums start at 8:00 p.m. Admission frec.
Refreshments served. For exact
schedule of dates and subjects, write
above address.

SEATTLE

For inférmation write to P. O. Box
143, University Post Um;.e, Seattle,
Wash.

L]

For information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed above, write to Workera Party,
4 Court Square, Long Islsmd Lity 1,
N. Y.

Where You Can Buy
Labor Action and
New International

AKRON - (]
Kallas Cigar Store, 1 W. Market St
News Exchange, 51 5. Main St
National News Co., 333 8. Main St
La Salle Confectionery, 620 8. Main
5t.

BALTIMORE

Fayette and Calvert Streets

CLEVELAND

Wheatman's Store, 719 Prospect Ave.
DETROIT

Carl's Bookstore,
near Clairmont.

Cas s Warren Drugstore,
Wayne University.

I'amily Newsstand, downtown, in
front of Pamily Theater,

Highland Park Newsstand,
Wopodward, niear Davison,

LOUISVILLE

1Zilers Bookshop, betw. Liberty and
Jefferson on 3rd.

NEWARK

91 Barkley Street.

168 Belmont Ave.

Northeast corner, Market and Mul-
berry.

READING
Southwest corner, IMifth and I'enn
Sts LABORR ACTION only.

PHILADELPHIA

LARBOR ACTION:
N.E. cor. 11th and Walnut.
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 15th .and Market.
S.E. cor. 19th and Market.
N.E. cor. 16th and Seyhert.
Nr. N.E. cor Broad St and Girard

Ava,

New lnternalionull
N.E. cor. 11th and Walnut.
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 15th and Market.
N.E cor. Broad and Columbla.

9109 Woodward,

opposite

13501

L]

‘SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San Franclsco:

2059 Fillmore St.

Golden Gate News Agency, 81 3rd
Street. H

McDonald's Bookstore, 867 Mission
St.

Paul Elder's Bookstore, 239 Post St.
(NI only).
Berkeley:

Whelens, Bancroft and Telegraph.

SEATTLE

102 \Vashi.ngtcm Streelt.

CHICAGO READERS, ATTENTIQN'

Campaign Rally

Sunday, February 16 — 7:30 P. M.
SKY ROOM — MAJESTIC HOTE_I__.
29 WEST QUINCY STREET

SPEAKERS .

" Albert Goldman

Socialism's Candidate for ‘Mayor

Max Shashtman
h Natiopal Chairman, Workers Party

" but the

P Y \...H.

In Peace as in War - - They

By A BRITISH SOLDIER

Most people in England see the
German food situation only through
the medium of figures. The ration
calories per day; and cuts in the ra-
tion scale publicized in the same
manner. In an effort to show what
the Control Commission is doing, the
British ration is compared with the
German, but again in terms of calor-
ific content—a' comparison which
demonstrates precisely nothing. What
is a calory? Or fifteen hundred calo-
ries? The figures register in the mind,
imagination is untouched.
Nobody who has not tried to live on
it can possibly visualize what the
present ration in Germany mesans, in
terms of human want and human suf-
fering.

TEA WITH FRAU F—,

The other evening I went to fea
with Frau F.—. I toock my.own ra-
tions, of course, which made me .a
crimipal in the eyes of the Army.
(One can do anything with Army
food, eat it, throw it away, or feed.
it to pigs. But you must never, un-
der any circumstances, give it to
Germans. Even the giving away of
haversack rations at railway stations
is forbidden.) .

Frau F— prepared tea and told me
what the simple snack we ate toge-
ther represented in German rations.
For purposes of comparison she ig-
nored the difference in quality be-
tween the roughest Army fodd and
the best foodstuffs the Germans can
buy. But no British housewife, faced
with hard black bread, tasteless er-
salz tea and coffee, and watery- rmlk
would ignore it.

I ate two slices of bread, lightly
spread with margariwe and cream
cheese. To Frau F— this represented
a day’s ration of bread (the Army
loaf is bigger than’the German one,
of course), a month’s ration of cheese,
and one week’s total fat ration. We
had tea with sugar and milk, an al-
most forgotten delicacy in Germany
today, and Frau F— told me she
couldn’'t remember when she had tea
last. Nor could she remember the
last time she was able to put sugar
in tea. But she did know that we
used the equivalent of a day’'s ration
of milk in two big cups of tea, and
the milk WAS milk and not the wa-
tery fluid she gets. When I.opened
up a can of corned beef and started
to lash it out I was reminded, and I
must confess it shook me, that the
little can I held in my hand was only
about a hundred grams less than
Frau F—'s monthly ration of meat.

Frau F— gets about eight pounds
of potatoes a month, but she has to
stand in long queues to get them
and she never knows from day to day
whether the. food on her ration card
will be available or not. Sometimes
it is. More often, particularly during
the last few weeks, what she has
been able to get has been far below
what her card entitled her to.

THE QUEUES

- And even when they get the food,
it is doubtful whether they them-
selves eat more than a half of it.
German working class women are
the same as our wives and mothers:
their children come first.

It is the working class housewife
who suffers the most, of course. The
people with the cash, who are still
around in spite of “de-nazification,”
can live on the black market.

Herr K—, for instance, ex-officer
and pillar of one of the local Mili-
tary Government detachments, told
me that he spends about five thou-
sand marks a month getting food for
himself on the black market. He is
typical of thousands, who find it good
for business to work with Military
Government. It is easy to spot them.
They walk around arrogantly, smok-
ing English cigarettes. (Only one of

Are the Victims of Capltahsm

v

~

LABOR ACTION is continuing its campaign to aid working class, socialist
families in Europe and our efforts have begun to have results. Next week's
LABOR ACTION will give a report of the results obtained to date. Meanwhile,
we are reprinting from the English Socialist Appeal the following graphic
description of conditions in Germany today, the country at present most

affected by hunger and cold. We urge our readers to reflect on this descrip-

tion by an English soldier, and to help us immediately in our work to bring

some help by filling in the form below.
LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF SERVICE

\
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these cigarettes would cost a worker
a day’s pay to buy.) But they have
the “connections.” And in Germany
today, those who have the “connec-
tions" have the power._Frau F— has
no connectlons no rings or watches
to sell, and little or nothing in thé

bank. She and the other German
working - class housewives have to
carry on a well-nigh hopeless fight
to exist. In peace, as in war, they
are the most helpless victims  of
capitalism.—From the British Social-
ist Appeal.

SP CLIQUE IN LABOR PARTY COMMITTEE
BUREAUTICALLY OUSTS SEATTLE WPers

SEATTLE—Loading the January
session of the Committee for a Labor

Party here with its own followers,,
a little clique in control of the organ-

ization’s official positions drove
through a motion to expel members
of the Workers Party.

Without presenting one shred of
evidence to support the charges,
without holding even the semblance
of a hearing, this little sect, most of

whom are members of the Socialist -

Party, based the expulsion on
grounds that the Seattle branch of
the Workers Party has used the
committee list to recruit persons to
the WP and obtain subsecriptions to
LABOR ACTION.

Asserting that this “victimizing”
of CLP members is causing them to
withdraw from activity, Bernard L.
Pearce, organizer of the committee,
moved that the members of the
Workers Party be asked to resign.
WP members denied the charges,
called on Pearce to prove his state-
ments and refused to resign. This
motion passed and was followed by
approval of a subsequent one expel-
ling the WP members.

WP AND THE CLP

Although it contaifi§ but a handful
of active members at the present
time. and is limited in influence, the
Washington State Committee for a
Labor Party was organized over a
year ago in Seattle to lay the ground
work in this state for a genuine

labor-based political ‘instrument by

conducting eduecational work in the
unions. Its function is fo spread the
reasons why the workers must “ditch
the company  politicians” and build
their own party.

Members of the Workers Party

helped to organize the CLP, formu-
late its procedure, write its litera-
ture and secured adoption of a pro-
gram that caﬁ]s for demonstrating
concretely the need for a labor party
by showing how the “Company
Parties”—Republicans and Demo-
crats—have consistently ignored the
needs of the workers and written all
major pieces of legislation to favor
profit-taking of the “boss.” Instead
of implementing this perspective,
committee officials have been content
to measure CLP influence by the
number rof workers who sign mem-
ber: Ship cards. . .

Behind this unprincipled, stab-in- -

the-back attack lies a conflict be-
tween insistence of the  Workers
Party that the committee be anchor-
ed firmly to a union rank-and-file
base and inclination of the “Socialist
Party leadership to orient itself to-
ward the “third” dr ‘“new” party
milieu. WP members have pointed
out time and again that if this ten-
dency creeps into the CLP, it will
become ripe for plucking by the po-
litical opportunists who support the

Will you undertake to send Food Packages regularly to a European

Working Class Family?

Will you support LAROR ACTION in its campaign to bring help in the
form of food and clothing to families of European socialists, anti-Nazi

and labor ﬁébl‘grs?

If you can give us this support, please fill out the form below imme- .
diately and return fo LABOR ACTION. We will supply you with all the
necessary assistance, information and help, ’

LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF SERVICE

4 Court Square _
Long Island City 1, New York.

I am ready to help a European family during the coming months.
Please send me a family address, together with information and mail-

ing instructions. I will send..............

.......... CARE packages per month;

OT irucsssassessinsrssssns individual food packages per month.

B I o R v T s S R SV v
Address 5

CHY oo sess s o Zore............ State ...,

NOTE: For thoge too occupied to attend to the details of mailing
packages, LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF SERVICE offers
to take care of all details involved by sending CARE packages, food
packages, clothing offers, ete. Please send us contributions and we will
utilize them for tﬁesg purposes, sending you all details. Send contribu-
tions to: LABOR ACTION, 4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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Henry A. Wallace mterp:etatwns of
the Roosevelt program.

But what is perhaps more serious,
certain CLP leaders are reported to
be seeking “good -will”, for the ecom-
mittee from certain labor leaders.
Workers Party members hold it is
right to seek the “good will” of the
local labor bureaucracy nprovided
they are not permitted to dictate. pol-
icy which is in conflict with the aims
of the CLP. But there is reason.to
believe that union tops have hap
something to.do with the expulsion
of the WP.

NO ADVANCE NOTED

The SP clique, was able to! ram
through the expulsion because few
persons atended the meeting. But
many committeemen who are friends
of the Workers Party have promised
that they will attend the February
session and demand that the action
be withdrawn.

In their defense WP memhers
point out that the committee is a
temporary gssociation of those, re-
gardless of personal beliefs, who
want to build a labor party. The
CLP has no constitution, by-laws or
qualifications for membership. There

~, does not exist, furthermore, a single
“rule or verbal commitment prohibit- -

ing any group of members from’ sell-
ing literature to other mermbers or
recruiting them to any organization.

The accused were not put on no-
tice before the meeting that they
would be asked to resign or that
their expulsion would be considered.

Consequently, members. of the WP
were given no opportunlty to prepare'

their defense.

After the first WP member 1ep]1cd
to the accusations, the rest were al-
lowed only three minutes to defend
themselves. Even then, they were
heckled and 1nte1rupted constantly
during a period of shocking parlia-
mentary laxity. The only element
lacking to make the expulsion a gen-
uine bureaucratic maneuver was a
good goon squad.

At no time have Workers Party
members attempted to gain eontrol
of the CLP. No person belongmg to
the WP is an officer of the committee.
The party demands nothing more
than the right to put forth its ideas.
Its members would accept official po-

* sitions only on condition that the

committeemen understand and’ s’ilp-
port the WP program for independ-
ent political action.

UAW VETS MEET

IN WASHIN GTQN s

WASHINGTON D C: —Nearly 150
veteran delegates from UAW -CIO
local unions were to convene here
on January 30 for a two-day confer-
ence on veterans: affairs and a-fed-
eral legislative program.

The conference was called by Emil .

Mazey, director of the veterans’ de-
partment of the UAW-CIO;-upon the
authority of the Iniernational Exec-
utive Board.

The IEB voted unanimously to
leave the choice 'of delegates, pro-
portioned on a regional strength ba-
sis, to the regional directors,” thus
opening the way to the bureaucratic
hand-picking of the delegates. How-
ever, in some local unions the dele-
gates were chosen by election: -

Before the conference ‘will come

some major problems like the ques-
tion of the role and functioning of
veterans' committee and the veterans’
department itself. Experience . has
shown that active vetérans’ commit-
tees tend to assume more and more
the role of the leadership of a veter-
ans’ organization. In fact, they seem
to be the first logical step in the for-
mation of a new veterans' organiza-
tion based on the unioh movement.

The emasculation of the UAW vet-
erans’ department last summer by
the anti-Reuther majority bloc on
the IEB should come in for some
attention.

The most important veteran prob-
lem will be the program of action

on housing. Of course the veterans’ -

conference will endorse the Wagner-
Ellender-Taft housing bill, but .that
is just one aspect of the problem.
Likewise, endorsement of “cash for
terminal pay bonds” legislation is ex-.
pected, and the beginning of a cam-
paign for a fede-ml bonus is also
likely. !

B?‘ JULIE FALK
National Secretary, SYL

The soeeches and "articles of poli-
ticians -discussing America’s educa-
tlona] accomphshments have been
long and bombastic. From ward-heel-
ers to Senators we haye heard an in-
finite number of times stock phrases
such as “omr finest educatmnal sys-
tem in the world” and “millions
spent for education.”

Let us examine the meaning of the
first plabltude “finest educational
system in the world.” Viewed rela-
tively, there is more than a grain of
truth to jt. Compared to devastated
Europe or barbaric Stalinist Russia,
educational ppportumtms in Amerlca
appear good. But a comparison: of
this nature is misleading. An eduea-
tional system, superior by compari-

sqn with other countries cannot be

equated to an edq_cational system
superior in itself.

The relative worth of our educa-
tional system has some significance,
but it is not valid as a measure of
actnal educational achievement .in
America. The fact that other coun-
tries are extremely deficient in pro-
viding adequate and progressive edu-
cational facilities for their youth
does not in any way justify what we
will see .to be the appalling failure
of America’s educational opportuni-
ties.

SOME FACTS ON EDUCATION

" The National Edueatlonal Associ-
ation (NEA) has just publlshed an
annpal report to the public titled,
"Oql Children.” Though ‘the NEA
is a conservative, semi-official group,
its report is factual and objective.
The facts published are startling. I
am sure that even the wisest of us
would sit back and re-read with in-
credulity some of the facts concern-
ing 'the status of America’s educa-
tional level and school facilities,

Space allows for only a few of the
more important facts uncovered in
this study, with a minimum of edi-
torial comments.

1. In the 1940 census it was dis-
covered “that there were twice as
many adults: who had never gone to
school at all as there were students
in our institutions of higher learn-
ing.” ;

2, The same census. showed that
these ‘‘average citizens of twenty
years of age had attended school for

only nine years,” That means that

Youth Cornenr. .

' EQUCATIQN IN Amgmm

the average:American does not pass
the high sgchool freshman stage.

3. The census .also revealed that
there were ten million .in Amerlca
who are “funct.lonally illiterate.”. In+
four states, Luulslana, South Caro-
lina, MlSSlSSlppl and Georgia, more
than ‘80 per cent of adults over
twgnty-ﬁve years did not have more
than four years grammar school to
their credit. The national percentage
for this category of semi- llteratg
adults is amazingly high, 13.57 pnr
cent—more than’ bne out of every
eight! = =

‘4, Indicative of the low education-
al levels is the fact that 676,000 were
rejected by the’Selective Service for
mental and educational backward-
ness. And those who were in the
army, perhaps-know best, from per-
sonal observation, that- the Selective
Service standards could ‘not have
been ‘very high.

5. In 1940 “there were more in-
mates of prisons, mental institutions,
and alms haquses, than there were
stqdenta in uniyersities.” : b

Our capitalist society is evidently
more cnndche to. de\relopmg paup-
ers,- delmqusnts and neurptics than
to the g‘mwth of well-educated and
adjusted adplts.

6. Desplte child labor laws and
compu]sor.y sahool laws there are five
millipn young people of school age
who are not in school. i

(To he continued)
®
CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

VOLUMES ON HAND

We have on hand twenty bound
volumes of the Challenge of Youth.
This includes the complete file of the
Fourth International YPSL paper
from October 1937 to the time of its
dissoljtion in September 15, 1941,
The Socialist Youth League has de-
cided that rather than keep the'
hound volumes for posterity it will
send a volume to any individual or
group donatmg a minimum of $5.00
toward our pamphlet fund.

The appeal for contributions to
this fund has net met with an ade-
quate response. It is urgent that
comrades and friends send in what-
ever contribution they ean possibly
muster up.

SYL units should make special ap-
peals to membersand arrange so-
cials, the proceeds of which should
be for this fund.

pu  PRESS MANADER'S ey

RLARIRY JupR.

Workers Party Publications has two new pamphlets in stock now, Leon
Trotsky’s “Marxism in the United States,” and .Albert. Goldmans “The
Question of Unity between the WP and SWP.” Orders for both these pub-
lications are now heipg accepted at the usual discount rate-of one-third,
and will :mmedlapely be mailed to those requestmg them.

Both of thesg pamphlets should prmre of interest and value to readers
and ‘supporters of LABOR ACTION. We urge all LABOR AGTION liter-
ature agents to place ordms as qulckly as pnsmble, and:we guarantee quick

shl pment.

BILLS BILLS, BILLS: Full up-to-date statements of gccounts with
LABOR A(.,TION, The New International, and Workers Party Publications’
are now ih the-mails and should- shortly be received. Many agents are con-
tinwing to lag behind in:their payments, and we urge immediate action on

this secore. to settle up.

LABOR ACTIQN SUQSCEIPTIDH CAMI’AIGN.

In next week's issye of LABOR ACTION we shall list full details {quotas,
prizes, introductory .subsoription. offer, efc.)-of the: forthcoming- LABOR AC.
_ TION subsoription. campaign..[ the manth of March, 19471 .for 2»:009 new l'&ﬂdal's
and sﬂbssrlbers. Watch this cqlpmp for full details. ¢ :
“‘LABOR AGTION subseriptions and renewsal subs lllcked up consmerably
this past: week and set anexcellent record for the New Year which we hope
to sustain. Particular credit goes to Local New York, which finally began
to turn in some subs, and to Gomrade Bsther Griffin of Los Angeles, who
sent in the laygest batch of subs we've reecived in g long tlme, cqllected by
herself, and her friends..Here’s t.h& record for. the week:" .

LOS ANGELES ..........
New York City ..
Philadelphic '......
West ¥irginia .
Detroit ...
Sap Francisco
Boston ... i

Svfraqtqr. | LI mt o

= T I 23

Par tlculally wotrthy of mention is Comrade Frank Harper of Ph]ladelphm
who hgs really put llte::ature in that eity on a. going: basis, Hardly a. day
pésses wlthout our receiving. an order from htm for mare LABOR ACTIONS,
more New Internationals and books from. our E;,on Servm&—not to mention

new subscnptwns in a steady ﬂow-!

I Wgni to ﬁubsqribe to
THE NEW EIGHT,PAGE
L 4 ﬂ OR

4 Ccmri' Squure. ‘Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Name

AGTIQN

50 Cents for Six Months
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‘Control’ Director Sheds Tears for Landlords,
Works on Formula to Allow Rent Ceiling Boost

(Continued from page 1)

posed to arouse the sympathy of the
tenant whose wages in 1946 lost about
25 per cent of purchasing power, so
he will take a rent squeeze of 15 or
20 per cent. And, offhand; we would
take a bet that our definition of
“small property owner” and his dis-
agree.

Fleming also swears that his rul-
ing does not break the line of rent
conirol. At the same time reporters
are told that any cases of “reason-
able doubt” will be settled in favor
of the landlérds. Bince there are
about a dozen grounds on which
landlords can apply for a rent boost,
there is plenty of room for at least
one “reasonable doubt.” Even before
Major Fleming’s latest gratuity to
the profit-mad realtors. 20,000 to 30,-
000 cases of rent boosts were already
being allowed each month,

While the Democratic administra-
tion ig taking an official stand in fa-
vor of rent controls but at the same
time underhandedly breaking rent
ceilings, the Republicans in Congress
are for an’ open rent boost of 15 or
20 per cent and for the end of all
rent control by the end of 1947 or the
first quarter of 1948. Republican Sen-
ators Hawkes (N. J.), Cain (Wash.),
Malone (Nev.) and McCarthy (Wis.)
are to introduce a bill to this effect
any day now. Senator Taft (Ohio),
chairman of the Republican Policy
Committee, favors rent increases, and
his influence is great.

Senator Malone—the cautious man
—is nhot sure he wanis his name at-
tached to the bill he will help draw,
but he’s sure he wants to set a date
for ending rent control so that in-
vestors and real estate interests can
be aided in their planning. Mr. Ma-
lone also thinks that by the end of
the year rents will probably be “back
on competitive controls.” Does Mr.
Malone know the real extent of the
housing crisis? The 1940 Housing
Census reported almost seven mil-
lion shouses in need of major repairs;
4,300,000 without central heating or
stoves; over 30,000,000 people living
in houses below minimum standards
of health, safety, decency or conve-
nience. The war years deepened the
crisis.., The trickle of building since
V-J Day will not restore “competi-
tive controls” so soon. The shortage
is still too tremendous. But Mr. Ma-
lone worries little about 30,000,000
people; he has the investors and real
estate interests on his mind.

NEW WRINKLE

The landlord lobby in Congress

has a’' new wrinkle in its tissue
of lies. It points to the fact that

BRAD ANALYZES
GOVERNMENT ROLE
IN MINE SITUATION

PHILADELPHIA — The real issue
which is at stake as the Supreme

. Court deliberates the United Mine’

Warkers injunction case is not mere-
1y whether government by injunction

is legal, but whether the ruling class.

feels secure enough to deal a telling
blow to labor. This was the theme at
+the Philadelphia Labor Action Forum
at which Jack Brad of the Workers
Party spoke.

Control of unions by .lmunctaons,
he said, was an old tactic of big busi-
ness and its government. And it is
precisely this current offensive

_ against labor through a court action

which dictates the necessity of inde-
pendent political action by labor.

Wateh for announcements on next
forums.

in the middle income brackets only
16.4 per cent of the consumer’s dol-
lar goes for rent, whereas in 1939 the
percentage was 19.6. This is supposed
to prove that the landlords are being
robbed. What it actually shows is that
the cost of other items in the con-
sumer’'s budget has skyrocketed. At
this point the landlords~wring their
hands and protest that for them too
the cost of everything has gone up
—even those services which they no
longer-give their tenants. The tenants

‘are supposed to forget that in spite of

percentages and costs and what-have-
you, landlord profits are today over
twice pre-war levels.

Drew Pearson predicted in his
broadcast on Sunday that President
Truman will veto the, rent boosting
bill being prepared by the Republi-
can senators. Whether or not Con-
gress can pass such a bill over the
presidential veto is problematic. This
does not mean that the prospects for
the continuation of present rent ceil-

ings are good or sufficient

On the contrary, just as OPA cel-
lapsed under the pressure of big
business and the black market, long
before its official expiration, so rent
controls will be broken all along the
line—while officially they will still
be on the books. Major Fleming's
ruling opens the door to just such an
unofficial collapse.

The situation cries out for direct
action by the tenants. Tenant resist-

ance to rent boosts must be organ-

ized house by house, block by block
and neighborhood by neighborhood.
The profits of landlords are not the
only figure on the rise; According to
the January 31 issue of United States
News, “living costs are still rising
slowly.” Wage demands to make up
for the tremendous drop in the pur-
chasing power of the dollar are the
next order of business, along with
unyielding resistance to a rent
squeeze. Unions and tenant organiza-

tions together have a job to do.

In 12 Years Private Capital Cleared
Only 6 of Chicago’s 15,000 Slum Acres

By TOD WILKINSON

CHICAG®, Jan. 26—Take today's issuhe of the
Chicago Tribune. Turn to the “Wanted fo Rent”
columns of the want ad section. Run your eyes
down the many hundreds of tiny ads. Seldom has
so ‘much human misery been illuminated in such
tiny space. Here is a random selection:

WILL MEET YOUR TERMS—3, 4, 5 or 6 rm.
apt.; eviction Feb. 19.

HELP! Help! Help! We're desperate. 3, 4 or 5
rm. furn. or unfurn., north or n.w. for vet and
wife, both empl. ~

VET AND BRIDE-TO-BE urgently need 1 to 5
rooms, to get married. Furn. or unfurn., South.
After T p.m.

EX-PRISONER OF WAR, wife and baby—liv-
ing with 3 families; urgently need furn. or unfurn.
apt. Chicago anywhere.

VET, wife and expected child desperately need
4, 5 or 6 rms. Unfurn. \

SAVE US FROM OUR IN-LAWS. Vet and
bride desire 2-4 rm., furn. or unfurn.

BEING evicted for vet. Nonvet, wife, 3 yr. old
son, - seek 4-5-6 rm. apt. or house, N., N.W.

This is the way it is in Chicago, every day.
This is the way it has been, last month, last year.
This is the way it will be, UNTIL A HOUSING
PLAN THAT IS DESIGNED TO MEET THE HU-
MAN NEEDS OF THIS CITY IS ADOPTED.

Above, in the typical want-ad shorthand, you
can discern situations that next week will be on
the front pages of the city’s newspapers—in the
form -of broken homes, suicides, horrible fires that
take human lives, crime.

Yet the city, state and federal officials do not
lift a hand before this festering social sore. The
very issue of the Chicago Tribune from which
the want ads are quoted contains an Associated
‘Press dispatch from Washington, informing us that

“Four Republican senators joined tonight in a
proposal to boost rent ceilings 15 per cent, on the
heels of OPA action that relaxed controls but ap-.
parently ruled out such an across-the-board boost
by that agency. Simultaneously, the government
gave notice that it has shifted to private industry
the main responsibility for meeting the housing
shortage.”

The people of Chicago, like the people of this
nation, need housing desperately, The government
prepares to boost rent ceilings and gives up all
pretense that it is or will assume responsibility to
house the people. What is to be done?

THE LOW-DOWN ON CHICAGO HOUSING

Chicago wasn't even a target for air-borne
bombs in the recent war, Yet this city has 15,000
ACRES OF BLIGHTED AND NEAR-BLIGHTED
LAND, according to Dr. Henry T. Heald, president
of the Illinois Institute of Technology. The city is
“rotting to its core with blight.” y

Of the 15,000 acres of blight in Ch_lcago, public
housing cleared just over 150 acres in the past ten
years. At this rate, it will take 100 years to re-
claim Chicago—and by that time it will be. doubly
blighted again. PUBLIC HOUSING at the rate de-
veloped under Roosevelt, Mayor Kelly and Gov-
+ernor Green has failed.

Has private housing done any better? “Only
six acres of slum has been redeveloped by private
enterprise in twelve years” states the Metropoli-
tan Housing Council of Chicago. At this rate, it
will take thousands of years to reclaim Chicago!

A year ago, there were already 32,500 servicemen
and their families without a place to live in Chi-

cago, according to the Chicago Housing Authority. '
* The number has doubtless increased by now, for

thousands more have been demobilized and little
new housing has been erected. In August, 1946, for
instance, only 389 building permits were issued for
the city of Chicago. Few buildings have been com-
pleted here in the past year.

The peoplée seek and they find not. The Ida B.
Wells public housirig project in the city has 1,600
dwelling units. The manager stopped accepting
applications some time ago, after there was a wait-
ing list of 20,000.

No one will ever be able to estimate what Chi-
cago’s blighted housing costs the city and the peo-
ple. The Illinois Supreme Court in a recent deci-
sion upholding a slum clearance program in Chi-
cago referred to the cost of blight in Chicago. The
study indicated a general mortality rate 6 per cent
above the city average; infant mortality 25 per
cent above the city average; juvenile delmquency
8 per cent above the city average.

Hardest hit-of all are Chicago Negroes. Fenced
behind restrictive covenants in less than five square
miles on the South Side of Chicago live over 300,-
000 colored men, women and children, crowded
into dwellings that should normally house half
that number. An article in an adjoining column
tells of the almost daily tragedies of Chicago's
colored population, pent up in its ghettoes.

L
NOTHING IS BEING DONE

The city is rotting to death, but the politicians
do nothing but issue attractively-printed reports
of the Chicago Housing Authority, full of empty
boasts, concealing concern for the real estate oper-
ators, the banks and insurance companies, and the
building materials monopolies.

Housing is the city’'s No. 1 problem, ‘and the
chief issue in the coming election. How do Chi-
cago’s mayoralty candidates face the housing issue?

The Republican candidate, Russell Root, looks
to Governor Green and the Chicago Tribune for
his housing program to a joint session of the
mick candidate. Governor Green on Janua¥y 8 gave
his housing platform to a point session of the
state’s general assembly.

“It is clear to almost every one that' the ‘only
rcal solution of our housing needs lies in the con-
struetion of new homes and apartments by private
capital,” stated Green. “Any legislation which will
invite and encourage building by private capital
will be most beneficial.” i

Yet private capital in twelve years has' cleared
exactly six acres of Chicago’s 15,000 acres of slums
and blighted territory. Obviously, the Republican
program offers not a shred of hope for decent hous-
ing to the people.”

The Democratic candidate, Martin Kennelly,
wealthy warehouseman and director of the Wil-
son & Co. packing plant, has no more to offer the
people than has Root, or the present Democratic
Mayor, Kelly. Big Businessman Kennelly is firmly
committed to turning housing over to private capi-
tal.

In 1945 under Kelly the city of Chicago appro-
priated $5,000,000 for slum clearance. From the
state slum clearance fund, Chicago received $4,300,-
000. The need is for bllllons of dollars and the old
boss parties—Democratic and Republican alike—
grudgingly give a few millions.

The only mayoralty candidate in the 1947 Chi-
cago election who squarely and fairly meets the
housing issue is Albert Goldman, candidate of the
Workers Party.

To meet the immediate needs of the city's
homeless, the Workers Party proposes that “the
city’'s commercial hotels be requisitioned by the
city and converted to homes for the homeless, at
low rentals, for the duration of the housing crisid.
Requisition all homes and apartments that are va-
cant for more than sixty days and make them avail-
able at low rentals to those in need of housing.”

The Workers Party answer to the Republican
threat to boost federal rent ceilings, and to the
Truman -administration's partial lifting of such
ceilings, is the demand for a city ordinance bar-
ring any rent increases.

To enforce the ordinance and to insist that
the landlords cease abusing tenants, the Workers
Party proposes the organization oi neighborhood
tenants’ committees.

The Metropolitan Housing . Council in Novem-
ber issued a report, based on a six-month study
of the License Court with respect to housing vio-
lations, that indicates the pressing need for ten-
ants’ committees.

Of 387 cases terminated during the study, 268
were non-suited, 40 cases dismissed and 79 result-
ed in small fines. This means that a landlord who
breaks the law has four chances in five of escap-
ing punishment when brought inte the landlord-
dominated court.

The Department of Buildings is just as lax.
When a wviolation is reported—a dangerous stair-
way, failure to supply heat or water, unsanitary
conditions, a leaky roof, faulty wiring—the De-
partment of Buildings inspects. If it deigns to ver-
ify the report, the department then gives the land-
lord FIVE MONTHS in which to act, and resorts
to the court only as a last resort. The court, as we
have seen, almost always lets the landlord go scot-
free. When the authorities fail to protect the peo-
ple themselves must act.

A PROGRAM FOR NEW HOUSING

As to new housing, the Workers Party and its
candidate, Albert Goldman, propose to “divert all
housing materials to the construction of low-cost
homes and apartments. ‘Allocate immediately $200,-
000,000 from the state's surplus funds for construc-
tion of low-cost housing. Place a rential ceiling on
new housing not {o exceed $7.50 a room a month.”

Both private housing and the inadequate pub-
lic housing doled out have, up to now, miserably
failed to meet the housing needs of Chicago. Only
a vast public housing program can give our citi-
zens the homes they need.

Both the city, the state and the federal govern-
ment must contribute to a solution of il housing
crisis. Housing should take precedence over all
other expenses. Once the funds are assured, the
city of Chicago should exert its powers of eminent
domain, undertake a large-scale program of land
assembly, squeeze the water out of the inflated

 land values, and proceed to build, according to an

over-all, long-range program.

During the next generation an estimated 500,-
000 new homes will have to be built in Chicago.
They will never be built by private capital, nor
by public housing funds so long as the Democratic
and Republican Parties control the government.

If you agree with the Workers. Party solution
to the housing program, votg for Albert Goldman.

Your vote for Albert Goldman for Mayor of
Chicago will signify your agreement with the
Workers Party’s socialist solution to the housing
program.

100 FAMILIES MADE HOMELESS!

they could be patched.

program.

£nd the Fire Massacres
Demands Chicago WP

11 LIVES LOST IN SI.I.IM FIRE-TRAPS IN 8 DAYS!

The slums, horribly overcrowded, disease-breeding fire-traps, are
unfit to be lived in. They have long-since passed the stage in which

No one can minimize the responsibility of the greedy landlords for
their present miserable condition—resulting in these terrible fires.

Yet those who must shoulder the greatest responsibility are thé
federal, state and city governments—who only TALK and TALK but
fail to do anything about building decent homes for poor people.

Not only the families vietimized by the fires, but all slum dwellers
—~potential fire vietims—must have decent homes IMMEDIATELY.

While such homes are being built by the government, EMERGENCY
MEASURES must be taken to house the people.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

1." Requisition the ecity’s commercial hotels and convert them to
homes, at low rentals, for the duration of the housing crisis. The
government could do it in wartime for the soldiers—it can do it today!

2. Requisition all homes and apartments that are vacant for more
than 60 days and make them available at low rentals.

3. Immediately end Jim Crow segregation and restrictive covenants.

4. Allocate at once the $200 million surplus in the state treasury
for home building. For a national $250 billion five-year home-building

5. For a city ordihance baning any rent increase. Form {enants’
Committees to stop rent gouging and landlord ch:selmg

THIS IS THE PROGRAM OF THE WORKERS PARTY IN

THIS CRISIS, ADVOCATED BY SOCIALISM’S CANDIDATE FOR
MAYOR. OF CHICAGO, ALBERT GOLDMAN.

(The above is the text of a leaflet distributed by the Chmago loeal of
the Workers Party.) -

WHEN WILL THIS MISERY STOP?

|

WORKERS PARTY
1501 West Madison Street
‘CHE 5798

Sﬁachtman Coast-to-Coadst
Tour Starts in Buffalo

The national speuklng tour which will take Mux Sllacll'l'man.
National Chairman of the Workers Party, from coast to coast
starts this week in Buffalo. Comrade Shachtman, who is well

known to workers in the leading cities of the

United States as speaker and writer, will pre-
sent the position of the Workers Party on the
political problems facing the American and
world working class. '

In addition, he will be available for speaking
engagements before other groups during the
time that he is in each city. The tour is intended
to be the most thorough taken by a party rep-
resentative in some time and Comrade Shacht-

man will be available for informal discussjons
with party members and friends in addition to his speakmg en-

gagements. : P _

Comrade Shachtman s itinerary follows : ] ®
Buffalo ... January 30, 31, February 1
Cleveland ...........cooovviiviiieieeieeeeiree e February 2, 3

 YOURGSEOWR ..ovvvvvervierenenisssessesscessnisecrsensns. FEAFUGPRY B
AKPON. ooindvnnmmnemsnngnating prrudry 6 7
Detroit ..... e ey Februury 8 9.10,11,12
Chicago .............ccoeneuneen... February 13, 14, ]5 16, 17,19
SEPEATOF ....oveeveeserecreneieeensessneeseesesceeenneenen. FODTUGPY 18
Hibbing .......cccivismmimessancavsasuans February 20, 21

“ Minneapolis ................ Flhruqry 22, 23
SeOttIe o February 27. 28 Murcb LHhd4as
San Francisco ... .March 7,8,9,10,11
Los Angeles ...........ccccvvnieinniinnnennnn. Murch 12, 13, 14, 15, 1.6
DERVET ......oeoeeeivereererenenerssisssssessesssessesnsansensnesesess APFIl 24 3
o T RSO April 4, 5
St. Louis SR—————— | |
Loutsville ............ouiviimsivonssreinsmossonsisnnsd Nebe A April 9, 10

West Virginia ...

Baltimore .............c.cocevvevvvvienns

Philadelphia ...
Reading ..........ccocooveiccniininns
NEWAER: ot i a T st SRS R S oR R AT e
Boston .........ccceeeviviieiiinnnninnnnns

April 12, 13
. April 14, 15
April 16

.................................. April 17

April 18

..................... eeee. April 23, 24

Three-Way Division Reﬂ.eci's‘ Imperialist Pressures on ltalian Political Life:

i

A Full Report on the Recent Split in the Italian Socialist Party | l

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Jan. 15—The Italian Social-
ist Party split into three groups at
its 25th congress of Jan. 9-13. While
Italy’s third largest party moved an-
other step on thé road to its second
hquldatmn in a generat]on, fascist
students, as if symbolizing Italy’s
polarization around neo-fascist Qual-
unquists and Stalinists, staged hate-
filled demonstrations outside the
congress hall at Rome University.
Inside, backed by 85 per cent of the
686,000 members, Foreign Minister

and Party Secretary, Pietro Nenni’s’

faction for support of Russia against
the U. 8., and for close collaboration
and even unity with' the Communist
Party, came out on top.

Votes of 686,514 party members
were split thus on the decisive pol-
icy motion:

Nenni “Left" ... 542,887
Unification N .. 37,680
Socialist Imfiuilve v 5,313
Abstentions ... 69,403

Some 34,000 yotes were unaccounted
for.

Before the congress opened, Nenni

by gaining a 2-to-1 majority in pro-
vinecial conventions, had secured con-
trol over his right wing “Socialist
Critic” opponents led by Giuseppe

Saraget, head of the Italian Constit-’

uent Assembly The .“umﬁcat,mn

group had demanded that former™

party leaders step down so as to pre-
serve party unity. “Socialist. initia-
tive,” called “Trotskyists” by Nenni,
but very close to Saragat, was led by
Matteo Matteotti, 25-year-old son of
Giacomo Matteotti, Socialist martyr
of two decades ago.

Saragat and the wrlter, Ignazio
Silone, headed the right wing which
after much misgiving decided to boy-
cdtt the congress, though thousands
of its delegates sat.through the ses-
sion. While Nenni said they repre-
sented 10-15 per cent of the dele-
gates, Saragat claimed 16 per cent.
Joined shortly by Matteotti’s. group-
let, Silone and Saragat hastily pre-
pared a 98-page memorandum for a
separate convention that declared
the Nenni congress “invalid” and’ at-
tacked it as not respecting “rights
of minorities.” They set up their own
party called the “Italian SP, Inter-
national Section of Soclahst Work-
ers.”

THE OPPOSITION

Declaring that the “ISP has been
submitted to a cold and methodical
process of subjugation to the prin-
ciples of foreign forces” which raise
up “the specter of civil war and in-
ternational war,” Saragat opposed
Nenni’s direction of the fascist purge
and subsequent August amnesty. He

-wanted.a “democratic” and not “to-

talitarian” revolution. To him Italy’s
problem is the pact of unity with the
CP which he says is run by a dic-
tatorship on Italy. However, Saragat
is willing to collaborate with the CP
without giving up SP independence
that would mean liquidation of the
party again as in 1919-1922: “We
want unity, but . . . on the plane of
full democracy.”

Seconding Saragat was Angelica
Balabanoff, just returned from the
U. 8. and 30 years of exile. Onetime
seceretary of the Third (Communist)
International, Balabanoff refused to
support Nenni, stating: “I have
known thousands and thousands of
Socialists who have made pacts with
the Communists and who have made
a mistake. I do not need to be in Italy
very long to know that the aim of

ommupism is to destroy Socialism.”

If ever an SP congress reflected in- -

ternational entanglements this 25th

- congress did. Observers noted that

Italy was caught fast in its unfortu-
nate geographical position between
the U. S, giant and the Russian steam-
roller. They recalled that this is not
the first—or last split in the SP.

In 1912 a first split led to the ex-
clusion of the “right reformists” led.
by I. Bonomi, later president of the
couneil in 1944, who favored the im-
perialist expedition to Libya. At that

time Nenni and the then Socialist
Mussolini, did also. In 1947 the en-
tire Italian -SP, including Nenni,
Saragat, Matteotti, Silone and
others, all- favor retention of the
Italian colonies. “Right reformism”
of 1912 has become “Socialism” in
1947,

After the 1914-18 war when the
pro-Third International group split
to set up the CP, still another split
developed led by the former “left So-
cialists” of 1912, Turati, Treves and
Modigliani who participated with
Lenin in the 1915 Zimmerwald con-
ference. In 1947 Modigliani supports
Saragat.

NENNI, CP STOOGE

- During the years of exile Nenni
had brought the party together
again-in the early 1930’s. In the Sec-

ond World War’s resistance move--

ment, left and right wings joined
foreces under Nenni and Socialists
received more votes than Stalinists
in the first elections to the Constitu-
ent Assembly. ‘Since that time So-
cialist influence has steadily declined
before the advancing neo-fascist
movement on the right and the pow-
erful CP monster on the left.

The struggle over relations with the
CP has a long history. Nenni, one-
time fascist and lifelong advocate of
broad unification, was almost read

out of the party in 1939 for refusing
to denounce the Hitler-Stalin pacts.
But from 1941 on, as the U. S. and
Russia worked together to. defeat
Germany, the chief Socialist leaders
worked closely with the CP. Once the
war was over and U. S.-Russian rival-
ry opened up again in every field and
particularly in the Mediterranean, the
old divisions in the ISP reasserted
themselves under pressure from
abroad and from the seething masses
of ltaly.

As recently as its April, 1946,
congress at Florence, the SP had al-
most split apart over work with the
CP, with Nenni’s motion obtaining
338,346 votes and the rightwing ob-
taining 300,062 votes under Silone’s
leadership. By January, 1947, right
wing strength had dwindled appre-
ciably. Saragat, then ambassador to
Paris, returned hastily to take over

rightwing leadership. A split was -’

avoided by a motion of Pertini ree-
ommending unity of action with the
CP, rejecting fusion and retaining
SP autonomy.

Nenni was named president of the
SP, Silone editor-in-chief of Avanti!
Shortly afterward Silone, known as
a “pure” intellectual, resigned his
editorship but continued a campaizn
of criticizing party “bureaucracy,”
defending full democraey and oppos-
ing any idea of a party of the masses

which he claimed implied strong cen-
tralization that would lead to oli-
garchical control. In September Sar-
agat denounced relations with the
‘CP as profiting only the Stalinists.

On Oct. 27 by a majority vote
Nenni succeeded in forging an even
closer pact of unity, setting up with
CP leader, Palmiro Togliatti, a new
“Bloc of People” which won many
Italian elections that saw the center
Christian Democratic Party pushed
from its leading position and the
right neo-fascist Qualunqulsts rise
to the fore.

At the end of November Saragat
denounced Nenni in Avanti as a
“potential dictator” and the unity
of action pact as breaking the Flor-
ence congress decision and tending
toward liquidating the SP.

WORLD INFLUENCES

Behind the struggle is a profound
difference in approach to interna-
tional problems, but on a surprising
level of agreement. Both groups fa-
vor restoration of Italy’s ecolonies,
working with the CP, reconstruction
of capitalist Italy and opposing in-
ternal strikes not linked to these
ends. ‘

But Nenni’s group believes that
American imperialism has acquired
such power and influence that it is
impossible to accomplish a socialist

‘ the dollar,

and economic “transformation” in’
Western Europe without cloge work
with Russian, “slav” countries and
CPs. .

Saragat’s wing denounces Ameri-
can imperialism but considers Ruse
sia a “totalitarian” state and the
CPs as champions of “totalitarian-
ism.” He calls Christian Democrats
and the CP “the two clerical par-

ties,” taking orders from the Popes '

of Rome and Moscow. His desire for

a “popular” party serving as a “real ’

bridge” between the U. 8. and Rus-
sia shows the considerable British
Labor Party influence on him.

Saragat répresents the movement
of Western European Socialists
away from close working with the
CP as in France and Germany. He
is close to the left wing of the Chris-
tian Democrats whom he may join
or work with closely since Christian
Democrats are also erumbling under
pressure from right and left, from
abroad and below, with the left
swinging toward Saragat and the
right toward the Qualunquists.
Crushed between fascists and Stal-
inists and between the ruble and
center - parties h'aving
little room on which to stand in geo-
graphically and economically “cen-
trist” Italy, are disintegrating,; their
component parts polarizing to left
and right.
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