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Seek to

FEBRUARY 19—The serious pos-
sibility that rent control might
be knifed by a little -noticed
stab in the back developed to-
day when the House of Repre-
sentatives voted, 320 to 25, to
cut out appropriations for rent
control from the forthcoming
national budget. The House not
only turned down a reguest for
an additional $5,900,000 for
OPA enforcement machinery
but directed the agency to hand
back to the Treasury some
$9,000,000 of its present funds.
Max McCullough,- OPA head,
warned- that unless this deci-
sion were reversed rent control
would be dead in three days.

In the meantime, indications
of growing real estate strength
in Congress mounted. Sen. Ken-
neth 8. Wherry, Republican
Senate whip, announced that he
favored complete end of rent
control.
pressing for bills enforcing 10
to 20 per cent increases in
rents. The relentless landlord
and big business pressure for
an end of rent control or at
least for increases in rent levels
seemed to be carrying the day

Other Senators were -

Stab

Rent Control

By Fund Cut

in Washington. Unless labor
and consumer “organizations
move into immediate and pow-
erful militant action, tenants
will soon be paying more rent,
which is the equivalent of a
wage cut.

s L ] \
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15— Asserting
that an over-all rent increase would
place “an unbearable burden on mil-
lions of families” and cause “untold
hardship through widespread evic-.
tions,” William Green, president of
the American Federation of Labor,
today went on record demanding
continuance of present rent ceilings
until June 30, 1948.

Green's Statement was directed to
the Senate Banking and Currency
Committee, a subcommittee of which
is preparing a report on rent ceilings.
Senator Hawkes (R., N. J.) is leading
the fight in behalf of the landlord

bloc for a general increase in rent
levels.

Together with Hawkes is Senator
O'Daniel (D., Tex.), who has come
out for abolition of ALL rent ceil-
ings immediately.

Green's statement made unanimous
the opposition of the American labor
movement to any increase in or abo-
lition of rent ceilings. But more than
mere statements are required if the
profit-hungry landlord lobby is not

.to push through an increase. Effec-

tive tenant action, organized on a
block to block basis and resisting any
attempt to raise rents, is the basic
need.

Paris Printers Fight
Stalinist Scab Attack

The strike of the Parisian Printers
Union (Union of Press Employees)
that has stopped the publication of
every daily hewspaper in Paris, con-
tinues. The main object of the strik-
ers is to obtain a 26 per cent increase
in wages. to..offset..the general infla-
tionary conditions that
France despite the much-publicized
talk of government price reductions.

The main feature in the strike to
date has been the open strike-break-
ing effort by the French Communist
Party (Stalinist), which publicly de-
nounced the strike and referred to
the union and strikers as “Trotsky-
ists.” This vicious action on the part
of the Stalinists reached its climax
when a group of Stalinist goons and
thugs (called a Committee for the
Defense of L'Humanité, Stalinist

exist in- -

daily paper) routed union pickets
from the offices of the newspaper.
This action was branded as open
strike-breaking by the union in a
blast directed against L'Humanité's
publishers. No effort is being made
to publish this paper as yet.

The . Parisian . printers,
viously had struck last month, are
continuing their fight despite the Sta-
linist efforts to get them back 1o
work. As previously reported in LA-
BOR ACTION, they welcomed the
assistance given them by La Vériteé,
weekly newspaper of the French
Trotskyist movement and the only
paper permitted to be published dur-
ing the prior strike. The French Trot-
skyists are undoubtedly active par-
ticipants in the current strike, and
LABOR ACTION will carry details
of their work as soon as received.

Draper Challenges

Opponents

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 17—A call to
his opponents to appear with him at
a jointly sponsored public meeting

' was issued this week by Hal Draper,

Workers Party candidate for coun-
cilman from the Seventh District. He'
asserted his readiness to state fully
and unequivocally his position on
any or all of the crucial problems
which confront the working people
of the district, and he invited the
other candidates to do likewise. Al-
ready on record for a city ordinance
to freeze rents, a giant housing con-
struction program, a unified city-
owned transit system, and a finish
fight against Jim Crow and police
strike-breaking, Draper is prepared
to answer the most searching ques-
tions on these or other poinis in his
platform.

Carl Rasmussen, the incumbent and
a candidate to succeed himself, was
among those to receive Draper’s pro-
posal. His willingness to submit fo
the challenging questions of his con-
stituents, especially his Negro con-
stituents, is a matter for interesting
speculation. Two years ago, when he-
was making his successful campaign
for election, he inserted a big adver-
tisement in the Southwest Wave, a
neighborhood paper with a white
readership, which, in effect, labeled
him as the restrictive covenant can-
didate. “Protect your property val-
ues!” this manifesto screamed, im-
plying that Rasmussen was a staunch
defender of Jim Crow covenants and
a proponent of rigid racial segrega-
tion within the districtt'he was seek-
ing to represent.

Last week, Rasmussen, in his ca-
pacity as head of the city planning
commission, proposed that the mu-
nicipality construct a $17,000,000 park-
ing lot mear the Coliseum, a large
stadium for football games, rodeos
and other sporting events. Draper
immediately spoke out against the
expenditure of public funds for this
purpose “so long as veterans and
others must live in guarages and
trailers,” and he reaffirmied his in-
sistence upon a $100,000,080 city-coun-
ty housing construction 'program.
“Housing. takes priority over enter-

tainment,” Draper said, “and ‘parking

ta Debate

places' for people musi come before
parking lots for automobiles.”

He directed attention fo an esti-
mate in- the 1945 Los Angeles Cily
Year Book that for $25,000,000, 5,000
substandard housing units could be
razed and replaced by modern dwell-
ings. - This suggests Wwhat the city
could do to ease the desperate hous-
ing shortage with the $17,000,000 Ras-
mussen would spend on a parking
lot and stadium. That the funds for
Draper’s housing program are avail-
able was indicated only a few days
ago when the city government an-
nounced a plan to ask the voters
approval of a $60,000,000 bond issue
to finance the construction of a num-
ber of public buildings.

PAMPHLET SELLS WELL

Sale of the special campaign pam-
phlet, “Jim Crow in Los Angeles,”
is' limited only by the number of
campaign workers the Los Angeles
Branch of the WP can put into the
field. One-fourth of the first edition

,has been sold and a second edition

will probably be necessary within
a month. Beginning this week and
continuing for the remainder of the
campaign, a mimeographed newslet-
ter will go out weekly io a selected
list of interested people, particularly
readers of LABOR ACTION. The
first issue stresses attendance at the
February 26 “ enlarged campaign
committee” meeting at Elks Temple

con Central Avenue near 40th Street.

During evening visits to homes of
contaets, a. regularly scheduled part
of the campaign work for each mem-
ber of the branch, persons indicating
an interest in the candidate’s program
are invited to distribute the free cam-
paign folder, sell copies of the pam-
phlet, arrange home meetings to be
addressed by Draper and to publicize
the March 30 election eve rally at
Elks Temple.

The campaign for Hal Draper is
the first which the Workers Party
has attempted in Los Angeles. It in-
tends to throw all its energies into
reaching thousands of workers With
the socialist message,

who  pres..-
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AFL, CIO Tell Congress

Keep Hands Off Labor!

Dewey Bars
Rent Group
From Capital

FEBRUARY 18—One thousand rep-
resentatives of consumer, tenant,
veteran and wunion ~organizations
were today barred from the Assem-
bly chambers in Albany by Governor
Dewey’s state troopers as they gath-
ered in the capital to demand a state
rent control law. Marching under the
banners of the Emergency Commit-
tee on Rent and Housing, the dele-
gates represented 150 organizations
which are fighting to preserve rent
controls and to obtain decent housing
for the million members they repre-
sent.

Permission granied last week by
Assembly Speaker Heck to the ECRH
to meet in the Assembly chambers
was rescinded after a series of at-
tacks by Republican Senators on “the
rabble rousers and reds.” Protesting
that the Dewey administration is al-
ready committed to the continuation -
of rent control, the Republican Leg-
islature nevertheless refused to listen
to the delegates who made the jour-:
ney from New York City. The Demo-
cratic minority attempted to make
political capital of the Republican
stand by loudly decrying the “un-
constitutional”  action of Governor

‘Dewey. However, neither the Dem-

ocrats nor the ALP have commented
~the spemﬁc demands
marchars :

The ECRH has as ifs principal de-
mand state continuation of rent con-
trol when and if the OPA goes out of
existence. To support the demand, the
marchers sought to present to the
State Legislature petitions bearing

the names of hundreds of thousands:
" dent of the CIO, directly took issue

of tenants and consumers.

The delegation, arriving in Albany'

on a special train, found the Capitol
heavily guarded by a gordon of state
troopers. The hostile reception had
been earefully arranged by order of
the Governor several days in ad-
vance.

The ECRH, violently denounced as
‘reds’ by the Republicans, has thus
far limited its activities mainly to
organizing petition drives and dem-
onstrations.

of . the

Sheriff Gave Willie Earle 'I'o'Lynch Mob

“I do not favor lynching. . ..”

These were the words of South
Carolina’s governor Strom Thur-
mond when asked for a comment
on last Monday’s lynching of a
25-year-old Negro in Greenville
County.

. The body of Willie Earle, the
latest victim of ‘the South's system
of lynch law, was found at a frosty
roadside near Pickens, S. C., punc-
tured with knife and shot wounds.
He had been abducted from Pick-
ens County |all less than two hours
before that, where he had been re-
tained in connection with the fatal
stabbing of a Greenvile taxi
driver, There was no legal proof of
any kind linking Eatle to this crime.

Ed Gilstrap, turnkey of the
jail, admitted’ that he had un-
locked Earle's’ cell and had sur-

Another Lynch Victim!

rendered him to the lynch mob.
And, while admitting that none of
the mob were masked, Gilstrap
claimed that he had not recog-
nized any of the men who took
part in the murder.

The 1940 census lists Pickens,
seat of the jail, as having a popu-
lation of less than 2500 inhabi-
tants, and Greenville, the near-by
town in which Earle lived, as hav-
ing but 34,745. Anyone who has
experience with rural districts of
this kind knows that for a publie
official—a jail keeper—it is quite
a feat not to know everyone in all
the neighboring towns.

What points even more strongly
toward Implication of the public
officials in this lynching is the fact
that ne less than seven automobiles
~which, it would seem, could eas.

ily have been identified—were used
by the mob.

Here, again, is an example of
the systematized rule of mob vio-
lence which teryorizes the Negro
people in the South. In one way
or another, all the ruling political
elements of America are involved
in these continual crimes—from
the slick and soft-voiced advocates
of restrictive covenants in real-
estate, through the “white pri-
mary” politicians, and down to
the hooded thugs of the Klan.
Even the most “liberal” among
the New Deal Democrats share
this bloody responsibility. Let us
not forget that Roosevelt, their:
most vociferous leader, consistent-
ly refused to push the federal
anti-lynching bills in Congress.

Broph ‘Backs Reuther

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Feb, 17—The attempt of
R: J. Thomas, UAW-GIQ vice-presi-"
dent, to mdke Walter P. Reuther,
union president, the scapegoat  for
the eritical. situation in - the Allis-
Chalmers strike, began to boomerang
this week:

For John Brophy, as- personal rep-
resentative of Philip Murray, pn;sh

with Thomas on the vicious charges
made by Thomas against, Reuther.
Besides which, Reuther himself
sent a detailed report of all negotia-
tions ‘and actions in the Allis-Chal-
mers situation. This report presents
a devastating case against Thomas!

CHARGES REFUTED

The two major charges ‘which
Thomas hurled at Reuther by means
of statements to the capitalist press

were: (1) Reuther violated the union
constitution by conferring with the
Allis-Chalmers - management.-without
the presence of the local ‘union offi--
cers; (2) Reuther had made a secret
and unsatisfactory agreement with
the Allis-Chalmers management and
tried to shove it down the local un-
ion's throat before the recent elec-

‘tion to determine bargaining rights!

In reality, these charges are what
Thomas and his Stalinist brain-trust-
ers HOPED Reuther would do. Not
the least of their bitterness and cha-
grin flows from the fact that Reu-
ther didn't fall for that kind of trap
in the Allis-Chalmers strike.

Instead, as Brophy testifies in his
letter, and as substantiated by the
minutes of the Policy Committee of
the UAW-CIO, every action that Reu-
ther took in the strike was with the
approval of the Policy Committee.

Chi. Campaign Meeting
Stresses Socialist Policy

By TOD WILKINSON

CHICAGO, Feb. 16— Recalling the.
socialist campaigns and labor strug-
gles prior and subsequent to the First
World War, Albert Goldman, candi-
-date of the Workers Party for mayor
of Chicago, told an enthusiastic cam-
paign meeting tonight that the cur-
rent WP campaign represenis a re-
vival of socialist political action. The
audience, which filled the Sky Room
of the Majestic Hotel, contributed
$763 to the Goldman. campaign com-
mittee. Max Shachtman, national
chairman of the WP, speaking in sup-

port of the Goldman campalign, said -

that a workers' government in the
United States “would be an atomic
bomb for world reaction.” Lydia Ben-
nett was chairman of the meeting,
which drew many outsiders and
friends from other cities.

‘Next to the pressure of economic
conditions, which teaches its own
lessons, a political campaign is the
best method of educating people to
socialism, declared Goldman. “We
hope to bring to the Chicago workers

through this campaign the fact that:

the problems of housing, transit, dis-
crimination against Negroes, the
school system, are directly connected
with the rotting capitalist system and
‘that only socialism can solve these
problems,” he said.

HOUSING ALWAYS BAD

There never was a time under
capitalism when the workers’ housing
problem was solved, when the work-
er had available decent homes or
apartments at fair rents, said Gold-
man. The government, which during
the war could find billions to spend
for death and destruction, today can-
not find the money or the materials
for housing, not even for those sol-
diers who were wounded in the war.

Goldman observed ‘that 'the candi-" -

dates of the capitalist - controlled
parties, the Democratic Kennelly and
the Republican Root, week after
week over the radio are sounding
their theme song, “Cut Taxes.” To
build the housing* required by the
people of Chicago would mean much

.higher taxes than at present, said

Goldman. “The Workers Party says
there should be no tax on incomes
under $5,000, but that income above
that should be very heavily taxed,
and a capital levy made if necessary
in order to get the funds to house
the people decently. To  turn the
housing problem over to private in-
dustry is to solve the problem for
the rich, but hot for the poor.”

LABOR PARTY NEEDED

The Chicago union movement
missed a great opportunity when it
failed tp run its own candidates on
a labor program in this election, con-
tinued Goldman, “Organized labor is
doomed if it thinks simply in terms
of wages and prices, and turns its
back on the whole social problem,
The failure of the union movement
to act gave the Workers Party no al-

- ternative but to present its candi-

date.

“We support the three candidates
of the Revere Copper Local of the
CIO Auto Workers Union, running
for aldermen in the 32nd, 35th and
36th Wards. This is a step in the di-
rection of a labor party.

“We support Homer Lewis, alder- .

manic _candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party in the Third Ward.

“We are unalterably opposed -to
candidates of the Communist Party.
The Stalinists are ruonning a few
candidates for the record only, but
are perfectly willing to support Ken-
nelly. . The i Independent Voters
League, a seml-sta.llmst organization,
has come out for Kennelly.”

Explaining that his name would not

appear on the official ballot because
of the barriers erected against she
democratic rights of minority par-
ties, Goldman urged his supporiers
to write in his name and party desig-
nation on the ballot.

“One of the ctimes in the city of
Chicago is this statute requiring 88,-
000 signatures to place a candidate's
name on the ballot,” said Goldman.
“A reasonable number of signatures
would be 500. There was a time when
a total of only 2 per cent of the votes
cast in the previous election sufficed.
We will unite with any workers’
party and even with the Prohibition
Party on a fight to change the unfair
election statutes of Chicago.”

WOMEN GIVE §50

Comrade Bennett announced that
the Women's Educational League had
contributed $50 to the Goldman cam-
paign fund, and that a sympathizer
had donated $200.

Comrade Shachtman said that the
Goldman campaign is an important
part of the fight that must be won
on a national and international scale.
“Everyone wants peace and security
today, but there is none,” said he.
“The debate is over how to get peace
and security. Italian and German
fascism and Japanese militarism
have been put to the sword, but cap-
italism is in a state of world-wide
chaos. It is hard for the present gen-
eration to realize just how chaotic
is capitalism’s present state.”

While it is true that people in the
United States are working today,
with “only” 3,000,000 unemployed,
everyone is obsessed with the
thought: “How long will it last?”
concluded Shachtman. “The pessi-
mists say six months. Those less pes-
simistic say one year. The real opti-
mists say three years. Such is the
state to which the richest country in
the world, the bulwark of capitalism,
has been reduced.”

\W Tilt With Thomas

Is it a wonder that Thomas ducked
away from a meeting with President
Philip . Murray, Walter Reuther and

the other top officers of the UAW-CIO "

held last week! In every action and
in every meeting that Reuther had
with management, Brophy was pres-
ent, representing Murray, who could
not come.

As for the second charge about a
secret deal, Brophy categorically de-
nies this. Similarly, Reuther presents
evidence to show that every “ex-
ploratory talk” with the company
was made with the full approval of
the Policy Committee, was reported
in detail beforehand and afterward
to the Policy Committee, and that
Brother R. J. Thomas was in full
agreement!

But to return to the first charge
again. The policy that Brophy and
Reuther would meet alone with the
company, if the company refused to
meet with Robert Buse, president of
the Allis-Chalmers Local, was agreed
to in advance by Thomas and Buse!
John Brophy has challenged Thomas
to deny this fact!

On the second charge, Brophy in
his letter to all UAW-CIO locals says:
“At no time did we make any
agreement with the company on any
point whatsoever, and in particular
we reached no agreement on any-
thing being done about the local sit-
uation. Our function was to explore
the position of the company and re-
port ‘to the Policy Committee. This
was done, and nothing more was
done. No agreement was reached
even to recommend any company
proposals to the Policy Committee.”

But this is only part of the story.
The eleven pages of single - spaced
writing in the Reuther and Brophy
letters give full details on the Allis-
Chalmers situation in the past two
months, and they provide ample evi-
dence that once again Thomas has
hurled ‘false, malicious snd irre-

_ sponsible charges,” made first in the

capitalist press before taking them
to the proper union bodies!

Another interesting aspect of this
situation, and one which caused a
real boomerang against Thomas in
his own Local 7 in Detroit, was the
fact that on the very day the Allis-
Chalmers vote was being taken, one
of his chief assistants in Milwaukee,
who should have been busy on the
Election Day campaign, came to De-
troit, appeared suddenly at the Lo-
cal 7 meeting and read a wvicious at-
tack against Reuther issued by
Thomas!

What irritated the large member-
ship meeting even more was the fact
that only a few days before Local
7 had been asked to send, and did
sénd, two men to Milwaukee to help
in the campaign, “because we need
everyone possible™

This latest outburst of Thomas is
part of his campaign to régain the
presidency as the candidate of the
Stalinists and the George Addes-R. T.
Leonard bloc. The almost unbeliev-
able lengths to which this bloc has
already gone against Reuther, the
recklessness of their campaign, testi-
fy to the fact that the UAW-CIO is
in for its stormiest period.

Senate Body
Plans Bills

Against Labor

WASHINGTON, Feb. 19—Plans
for anti-labor legislation were
still being gingerly tossed
around in Congress this week,
but it appeared certain that
the Senate Labor Committee,
before which open hearings are
being held, would report out a
bill with certain anti-labor pro-
visions. Provisions held likely

'to be recommended by the

committee are: banning . of
mass pickefing; severe restriotions of
“jurisdictional strikes,” so loosely de-
fined that they might be used against
all “strikes; banning of secondary
picketing; imposition of “cooling off”
periods before strikes cam be ‘called
—all ‘measures calculated to weaken
the power of America's workers. '

There was talk in Congress of a
law ‘to prohibit the closed shop, but
this was mostly talk. The American"
labor movement is at present far too
powerful for this kind of deadly blow
to be directed at it. The talk about
banning the closed shop was prob-
ably intended as a cover behind
which the other anti-labor provisions
might be sneaked through. !

'Not that Congressmen wouldn’t lxke -
to' smash ‘the closed.shop! Bqt. they .

realize that such a bill would 'call
down upon them the wrath of mil«
lions of trade unionists in the coun-
try at a time when Election Day' is
drawing closer. They hope that the
other anti-labor measures,. the "so-
called “reasonable” and “mild meas-
ures,” can be sneaked through qui-
etly. G

GREEN HITS BILLS

Testifying before the Senate Labor
Committeg, William Green, president
of the AFL, denounced both Sen.
Ball’s bill to outlaw the closed shop
and the revised Case Bill backed by
Sens. Taft and Ball which incorpo-
rated the so-called “reasonable” anti-.
labor measures. He charged that such
legislation would reintroduce the
sweatshop in American life and re-
store ‘government by injunction.”
Green tacitly repudiated an earlier
statement in which he backed Presi-
dent Truman’s “moderate” anti-labor
program, embodying a ban on juris-
dictional strikes and for which he
has heen severely criticized in the
labor movement.

The CIO is scheduled to testify
later in the week, with Philip Mur-
ray and Walter Reuther as leading

witnesses. In response to the recent

AFL communications urging organic
unity between the two organizations,
the CIO has appointed a five-man
committee to meet with the AFL
but has correctly urged an imme-
diate united campaign against ahti-
labor legislation even if, as is likely,
organic unity between the two great
union federations cannot be qninkly
achieved.

In Congress an undercover series
of maneuvers between rival wings of
the Republican Party complicated the
anti - labor legislation preparations.

The House Labor Committee, headed

by Representative Fred Hartley (R,
N. J.), declared that it intended to
wait for the Senate committee’s anti-
labor bill and would not introddce

(Continued on pagé 8)

UAW PROGRESSIVE
CANDIDATE BEATEN
BY HIRED THUGS

CHICAGO, Feb. 18 (By Wire)—The
first flareup in the heated local elec-
tions in the United Automobile Work-
ers Union occurred today at Interna-
tional Harvester Local 6, which has

‘just gone through an NLRB campaign

and was holding its election of offi-
cers. Carl Shier, shop committee can-
didate on the Progressive ticket, was
brutally beaten by hired thugs. Shier
suffered a compound fracture. of his
nose and facial lacerations. Identity
of the persons who hired the thugs
has not yet been established, but the

attack on the progressive candidate '

clearly relates to the union situation.

The entire local, and the Chicago la-

bor movement is aroused. by this act
of hooliganism. -
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D-VIEWS FRON THE LABOR FRONT -

By JACK BRAD

PHILADELPHIA — The questions
most commonly asked of those who
propose a daily labor paper to .re-
place the disreputable Record are:
How can it be done? Is it a practi-
cal idea? Won't it cost too much? This
js a legitimate problem, since most
often it is asked by workers who
agree to the need for such a labor
daily in Philadelphia. Many .Guild
strikers have asked this question, too.
We cannot propose to give a de-
tailed answer. That can ‘only be done
by an actual committee assigned to
the job by the CIO and AFL] as we
propose. Such a committee would
have resources open to it far beyond
its expectations because the Phila-
delphia workers would come to its
aid. Such a committee would have at
its disposal the technical skills of the
AFL printing trades, the Guild re-
porters and numerous skilled organ-
izers as well as the creative intelli-
gence of its quarter of a million
members. ;

Where would it be printed? We
have made two suggestions, First, the
Record printing properties are for
sale. The labor movement could buy

them, and thereby not only acquire
a press but foil any reactionary or
any other phony liberal like David
Stern from muscling into Philadel-
phia. Second, if the Record proper-
ties are unavailable, then we can
build from the ground up. The Phil-
adelphia labor movement has done
that before, too. This city is the home
of the American trade unions. They
were built from nothing into the
mighty organizaions of today.

The Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers built a magnificent modern build-
ing at 22nd Street and South only a
few years ago. The Hosiery Workers
Union has constructed and managed
one of the finest housing develop-

ments in the city at the Carl Mackly .

Apartments.

PROBLEM OF MONEY

Where there has been a real de-
sire and wills the money and energy
have always been found. Labeor has
met no obstacle that it could not
overcome with unity, decision and a
consciousness of its desires,

How will we get the money? There
are scores of examples we can fol-
low in answering this question. It is

Reactionary Election Laws Force

Write-in Campaign for Goldman

By ROBERT FERGUSON

CHICAGO, Feb. 5—The name of Al-
bert Goldman, candidate of the
"Workers Party for Mayor of Chicago

" . in the spring municipal election, will

not appear on the ballot. Instead ,a
write-in campaign will be conducted.

According to thé reactionary elec-
tion laws of the state of Illinois, any
independent or new party candidates
must gather a hugh number of signa-
tures by petitions to gain a place on
the ballot in any .of the state’s politi-
cal subdivisions. In this spring's Chi-
cago election, Goldman’s name would
appear on the ballot only if Workers
Party supporters obtained a mini-
mum of 88,176 accepiable signatures
out of a maximum of 141,080 signa-
tures on their petitions by February
25, deadline for filing.

The laws state that a minimum
number of signatures for an indepen-
dent candidate shall be 5 per cent of
the total vote cast in the last pre-
ceding election. Interestingly enough,
candidates of the old-line parties
rided only an insignificant number of
signatures on petitions to get placed
on" the ballot in their party primary

- races. For instance, the three Repub-

lican mayoralty candidates in the Re-
publican primary need signatures
representing only one-half of one per
cent of the last tofal Republican vote
—or only 4,174 signa?ures.

It is easy to see how viciously dis-
criminatory these laws are. A capi-
talist candidate needs only 4,174 sig-
natures; a Workers Party . candidate
needs 88,176 signatures—or 22 times
as many!

Moreover, in every election, unless
the minority party gets at least 5
per cent of the total vote cast, it must
go through the long and painful sig-

nature-getting process again in the
nexi election to place on the ballol.
In this manner, the Republican and
Democratic politicians effectively bar
minority political expression ‘at the
polls..

Because of its inability to produce
such a staggering number of signa-
tures in the mayoralty race, the
Workers Party will conduct a write-
in campaign for Comrade Goldman in
the April 1, election,

Already the Workers Party has
contacted the American Civil Liber-
ties Union in respect to the violation
of democratic rights involved in this
disfranchisement of minority views.
It is believed that a widespread pro-

test can be raised by working class -

and other democratically - minded
movements against these laws. ~

" The rise of effective independent
labor political movements otit of the
PAC or the unions will in considera-
ble measure be hampered in the fu-
ture unless: these anti-democratic Il-
linois electoral laws are scrapped.

Chicago Readers:
Support the Goldman-for-Mayer

Campaign! ‘

Circulate petitions! ;
_, Distribute soclalist campaign
material!

_Contribute financially to Radio
Speech Fund!

'WORKERS PARTY CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE

1501 W. Madison  Chicago 7, Il
CHEsapeake 5798

Dflﬁco Hours: 2 to 5:30 p.m. dally

a problem that has been overcome
every time the labor movement has
undertaken a large and serious pro-
ject. There is, for example, the case
of the Buffalo Union Leader, which
resembles our local situation in some
respects. The unions. of Buffalo
bought an existing printing establish-
ment in which to publish their pa-
per. They paid for it by establishing
it as a cooperative, selling .coopera-
tive shares to their members.

The Jewish Daily Forward of New
York, which began as, though it no
longer is, a genuine socialist paper,
was financed by nickel and dime col-

-lections from needle trades workers.

In addition, contributions were made
by union locals. Cooperative shares
were purchased by individual union

~ Phila. Labor Can Publish Its Own Paper

brothers and sisters and by locals.

In addition there are a score of
other enormous resources. There are
the properties owned by unions;
there are the union banks, such as
the New York Amalgamated Bank.
And many, many others.

These are only the beginnings of
a suggestion list on these two prob-
lems. These technical problems are
large and difficult but they are not
the decisive obstacles. It may take
a bit of doing to overcome them but
the first problem, is to understand the
need for the daily labor newspaper.
For that, the widest possible support
is necessary. We urge our readers to
raise this question in their éhops and
unions and to write to the CIO and
AFL councils.

rd

UE Local Urges Philadelphia Labor Paper

PHILADELPHIA—The following is the text of the resolution adopted
by Local 107, UE Westinghouse, on the question of a permanent daily

labor paper:

“Whereas there is now not even a pretense of a liberal or pro-labor
paper in the city of Philadelphia, and

“Whereas the necessity of labor having a voice of its own among
the newspapers of the nation, almost all of which serve in the interests
of the industrialists, is becoming more and more obvious to all workers,

and

“Whereas the Real Reporter, the paper published by the striking
workers of the Record, was an effective voice of the striking Guild
workers and demonstrated the ease with which a genuine labor paper

could be published:

' “Therefore be it resolved that Local 107 call upon all the local unions
and councils of the CIO, AFL and Railroad Brotherhoods to contribute
to the support of the Real Reporter and urge its continued publication
with the goal in mind of transforming it at the earliest practical mo-
ment into a daily labor paper” (our emphasis). .

We urge our readers in Philadelphia to take this resolution as a
suitable model to be introduced in their own shop committees, stew-
ards committees and locals. We hail the action of Local 107 and urge

others to follow suit.
-
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MASS PICKETING
AIDS CLEVELAND
TAM STRIKERS
CLEVELAND, Feb. 15—A picket line
of 3,000 men around a plant employ-
ing 120 ‘men! That was the ringing
answer that the International Associ-

ation of Machinists gave to a strike-
breaking boss in Cleveland.

The 120 emp]o-yee's'qf the Cleveland
Frog & Crossing Co. have been on
strike since November 6 for wage jn-

- creases and a closed shop. The com-

pany has been stubborn. After sev-
eral back-to-work moves fostered by
the company have fvrecked them-
selves against union solidarity, the
company tried hiring professional
strikebreakers.

That was' the signal. Distriet TAM
President Mathew DeMore sent out
word to the shop stewards in other
IAM plants. Workers responded by
walking off their jobs to close the
struck plant tight. They flooded the
street for a block around the plant,
stopped traffic and swallowed up the
vicious “Labor Relations” squad of
the Cleveland Police Department.
Needless to say, no further effort has
been made to reopen the plant.

IAM heéad DeMore was a recent
independent labor candidate for
Cleveland. - His militant action in
this strike will only raise his stock
further with Cleveland labor,

It is significant to note here that

. labor’s rank and file, far from being

scared by Senators Ball and Taft,
are ready to come out fighting when
called upon. It is only the top union
officialdom that has backed down be-
fore big business and its congress-
men.

A few more demonstrations like
the solidarity and mass action of the
Cleveland machinists will do a lot
more good than craw'ling to so-called
friends of labor in Washington,

The Negroes, we hope, are walch-
ing the tragic fate which has over-
taken the Jews of Europe. The Ne-
gro people have shown themselves,
throughout their long history of op-
pression, sympathetic to other op-
pressed races. They have shown their
solidarity with China, oppressed by
imperialism., They have demonstrated
their solidarity with the Indian
struggle for independence. The Negro
organizations should powerfully and
clearly make known their wishes
that the doors of the United States
be thrown open to the Jews.

But the actual historical develop-
ment of the Jewish struggle is of
vast irhportance to Negroes. The
Jews in Europe had been assimilated
to European bourgeois society to an
extraordinary degree. It is true that
in certain parts of Europe, ie., Po-
land, this was not so. But in Berlin
and Vienna in particular, Jews wepe
solid citizens, occupying high posts
in finance, industry, government and
the arts. They intermarried. In many
instances Jewish families were Jew-
ish in name only. They had become
entirely incorporated in the nation.

The Jewish people in Germany
were only a small percentage of the
population—one-half of one per cent.
The Jewish capitalists and many of
the petty bourgeois intellectuals were
opposed to communism and revolu-
tion. They believed in all the ritual
and rubbish of parliamentary democ-
racy. More than that. In the early
days of Hitler, there were Jews,
wealthy ones, who would tell you
that Hitler was all right except that
he persecuted the Jews. Then, as if
hell itself had opened, the imperial-
ist war threatened to engulf Euro-
pean culture. Six million Jews per-
ished. .

Why did Hitler order this inhuman
barbarism? That he hated Jews, is

no answer. That the Jews formed a
sort of whipping boy for the German
population and its allies is also true.
But in the last years it is obvious
that the ealculated brutality against
Jews and other peoples had a very
special political purpose.- The more
the murders, the greater the massa-
cres, cruelties and bestiality, the more
Hitler's soldiers and the officials were
tied ,to the régime. The deeper and
wider the river of blood, the harder

it would be for the German. people

to make up their minds to break with
Hitler. Thus murder and bestiality
were forced to expand and multiply.

Now comes the tragic climax. To-
day, when all the millions are already
dead, the remaining Jews are fight-
ing with rare heroism and determina-
tion, against Arab nationalism it is
true, but also against British impe-
rialism. However much we may dif-
fer in our’ political estimate of the
aims of the struggling Jews in Pal-
estine and their allies in Europe, we
cannot but admire their heroism and
rejoice at every blow they give to
the power and prestige of British im-
perialism. i

But we cannot help a few reflec-

tions. Why has this courage and self-
sacrifice appeared so late, when so
many are dead and cannot fight? The
answer is one full of solemn warning.
They believed in the promises and

in the strength of bourgeois “democ- -

racy. Many Jews in Berlin and Vien-
na and others of the great towns of
Europe were revolutionary. But the
great mass believed in democracy,

they believed in British imperialism, -

they did not in Germany believe that
Hitler could ever come to power.
They could not understand that capi-
talism was doomed, that its progres-
sive days were over, that henceforth
it could only drag the human race

‘ferocity minorities and the poorest

and the most oppressed of the work-
ers and poor farmers. It was a deadly
mistake.

Negroes should reflect on this. The
Columbians, the Ku Klux Klan, the
Knights of the Camellia, petty gang-
sters like the pretender Talmadge,
these, mischievous as they are, can-
not sieze power in the United States..
But woe betide the country if, in a
period of crisis, the capitalists were
to find a suitable fascist leader. Then
behimd him all these evil spirits and
Negro-hating rabble will rally. They
have their enemies marked down—
the Negro people. It is perfectly pos-
sible that a catastrophe as destruc-
tive to the status of the Negro peo-
ple in the United States as was Hit-
lerism to the Jews, can fall upon this
country. Who does not realize that
we are living in a capitalist world
whose foundations are crushed and
rocking is living in a fool's paradise.

But fascism does not conquer so
easily. It gets its chance only after
the workers have failed to seize the
revolutionary opportunities which the
social crisis again and again presents
to them. Against a revolutionary
working class, fascism is powerless.
Negroes therefore need to think in

_historical terms, They above all have

no reason whatever to cultivate illu-
sions about parliamentary democracy.
They Know it for the mockery and
the sham that it is. They have the his-
torical background and the daily ex-
periences which should place them
in the vanguard of those who under-
stand the historical processes at
work today. Every Negro in the
United States (except the incurable
Uncle Toms) should be for the aver-
throw of bourgeois society. They
have little to lose but their chains
and a great new world of freedom
to win. The lesson of history is plain.

downward, persecuting with savage

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

By JACK RANGER

BUSINESS FAILURES COMING

_America’s 60 Families, who own the bulk of this
country, ‘enormouisly stréngthened their "grip on the” "

nation’s wealth in the course of the recent war, by
maneuvering the “defense” program in such a way as
to channel most of the billions of dollars their way. Now
that more normal peacetime conditions prevail, small
business is destined to wake up to the facts—through
being driven to the wall in the next few years. The
Wall Street Journal recently reports that ‘“the death
rate @mong business this year will climb like a kite in
a spanking spring breeze.” '

In the retail field, businesses most vulnerable include
restaurants, taverns, night clubs, sporting goods stores
and appliance shops. . . . On June 30, 1946, there were

over 3.5 million individual businesses in the nation,

700,000 more than at the end of 1943. In November, total
liabilities of failing concerns came to $12.5 million, the
highest since Deceniber,,1941. .. . The enormous profits
being made in so many lines of business in recent years
have inflamed the acquisitive- streak in the American
petty bourgeoisie, so many of whom nurse a pitiful am-
bition to become Napoleons of business and finance. In
1946, four businesses were started for each one that
shut its doors.

The Commerce Department has reported 227 new
firms and 58 closings for every 1,000 businesses in oper-
ation. (The pre-war rate was about one new business for
every one that closed.) Construction contracting was the
most popular of eight major industry groups. There were
553 such firms opened last year for every 1,000 in exist-
ence at the start of the year.

The opening rate per 1,000 for other industry
groups follows: Wholesale trade, 306; manufacturing,
269; service industries, 218; retail trade, 207 (chiefly
motor vehicles and appliance and radio stores) ; mining
and quarrying, 188; transportation, communications and
and other public utilities, 149; finance, insurance and
real estate, 113. The highest rate of discontinuance was
in lumber and basic products, with 156 firms quitting
business for every 1,000 in existence.

Discontinuance rates for other manufacturing in-
dustries in 1946 were: Machinery, 129; electrical ma-
chinery, 93; apparel and other finished products, 90;
iron and steel and their products, 80; appliance and
radio stores, 77; furniture and finished lumber prod-
ucts, 76; eating and drinking places, 75.

After each war, Big Business proceeds to shake the
little capitalists out of ‘the field, but the above figures
show that a new crop of suckers comes alonig each gen-
eration. In the year 1920 the number of business failures
bounced up nearly 40 per cent. In 1921 three businesses
weént under for every one that died in 1919, and liabili-
ties totaled more than $500 million. Since the First
World War monopoly has increased so greatly as to
constitute almost a different quality.

In the next few years hundreds of thousands of men
and women "on the make™ to be bosses are going to be
rudely shoved back among the masses. Today these aspir-
ing titans of business and finance mouth all the reaction-
ary nonsense that passes for social thinking with Big
Business and its toadies. Tomorrow, when their dreams of
ease and wealth crumble, their "human nature” will
change. They will see things and feel things they had for-
gotten, or hadn't seen and felt before. Some of this-human
material may be salvaged and con_\r'erfed into decent hu-
menity, good union men and women, people on the march
to change this immeasurably stupid, cruel and inefficient
capitalist system into a socialist society.

What makes a business man tick? Where does he
obtain that acquisitive drive, that passion for “profit,
that callousness that can overlook the social .conse-
quences of his mad race after the dollar, that ability to
jationalize and excuse and justify his living off the un-
paid labor of others? From the educational system, the
schools, the movies, the press, the churches, of course,
for all teach that it is good and desirable to be wealthy.
This present system twists and distorts some people
until they become little monsters, caricatures of human

. year's $11- million and $5.04 a share...,

beings, almost like the animated Uollar siens . used by
the cartoonists. " )

““"Heére"is a  recent story that appeared in the press.
A man named Herbert McCulla was, back in 1929, presi-
dent of the National Junior Chamber of Commerce.
Membership in that organization marks one as being
an understudy of the wealthy, as possessing all. the
vices of the 60 Families but lacking their wherewithal.
Mc_Culla couldn’t wait to make his pile through the
socially acceptable methods of squeezing the poor or of
careful robbery. He embezzled $9,000 from the local
symphony orchestra association, of which he was secre-
tary. McCulla, of course, was a lover of the arts. He
was clums;l( about his theft, was caught, confessed, ve-
ceived a prison term in the Nebraska state penitentiary,

There since May, 1945, he.has managed to make a
net profit of $1,113 as a manufacturer and dealer in
novelt:y leather goods. He had 18 other convicts working
f?r‘thlm, making billfolds and belts for sale to prison
visitors. : !

In addition, McCulla, who describes himself as “a
misplaced business man,” received $1,928 from the fed-
eral government as a refund on 1944 federal income
tax; $437 from an insurance poliey; $175 from the sale
of leather working tools to conviets, and his $10 monthly
salary as prison storekeeper. The warden insisted there
was nothing irregular or wrong in MeCulla’s business
proclivities. And, from the viewpoint of ecapitalist
morality, there isn’t, for capitalism sanctions the ex-
ploitation of the masses, even in prison. '

.. The American Management Association and the Na-
tional Conference of Public Relations Executives are wor-
ried at their failure o sell the American people on the
alleged benefits of cdpitalism. The stenches arising daily
from that system continde to blanket all the rese water
sprayed about publicly by the capitalist hucksters.

_ The American Institute of Accounts finds itself in a
dllemnna. Its secretary, John L. Carey, told a meeting
in New York recently that weighty questions have
arisen about industry’s financial statements. On the
one hand, he said, fuller disclosure of company  oper-
ations might “help to substitute orderly bargaining for
industrial strife, and to supplant worker hostility with
worker ‘cooperation. If such information would dispel
from workers’ minds fantastie notions about the size of
corporate profits and if it would mollify what has been
ca.l'led labor’s dangerous hostility to profits as such, it
1mght do "much to preserve the economic system unzier
which we live.” The objection to telling a little of the
truth in_ financial statements, he continued, might “be
the possible invitation of wage demands which might not
otherwise be made and the conceivable use of such in-
formation by radical labor leaders as a stepping stone
to participation in management decisions.”. . .

William Franklin, controller of the Caterpillar Trac-
tor Cq., had a brilliant idea. He suggested that a com-
pany jssue one financial report to employes, and a dif-
ferent type of report to stockholders. Franklin said—
and l}&re is something that every union negotiating
committee can throw in the teeth of the bosses—that
reports to employes often resemble “a child’s first reader
printed on a valentine.” Mr. Franklin is all for chang-
ing the names of things. He suggests that the word
“surplus” he changed to “profit employed in the busi-
ness.” The new term, he believes, would erase the work-
er’s notion that “surplts is an excess of some sort that
the corporation should not be allowed to keep.”

And speaking of profits and surpluses: U. 5. Rubber
announced consolidated net income for 1946 hit ‘an all-
time high of $23 millions, equivalent $o $10.23 & share
compared with $13 millions and $4.44 a share in 1945, In
addition, the company added $49 million to its surplus, ..
National Siegl' Corporation reported net earnings-in 1?46
of $20 millions, equal"to $9.17 a share, compared with last
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One of the most reactionary ten-
dencies in modern American educa-
tion is the drive to reinsert religious
indoctrination in the schools. Tradi-

tionally, the American school system
is supposed to be totally non-see-
tarian and non-religious. The school
sysi4am is supposed to provide gen-
eral education for the youth of the
_nation, and leave to individuals any
religious instruction they may desire
to acquire. This has been the classie
position derived from the great capi-
talist revolutions of the past, espe-
cially the French and American rev-
olutions—the doctrine of the separa-
tion of church and state. It is a doc-
trine which socialists have always
supported and insisted be brought to
complete fruition.

In fact, however, no modern capi-
talist country has completely sep-
arated church and state. The various
churches have been too powerful,
have had too intimate connections
with the ruling economic strata to
make possible their complete depri-
vation of state support. Naturally
enough, the churches have always
made their first object of interest the
school system; whatever their de-
nomination, they have understood
the old Jesuit desire to get a child
in its earliest years in order to make
the deepest impression on him.

SOCIALIST ATTITUDE

And in turn, the labor and social-
ist movements have always insisted
that state education be totally freed
from church control or influence,
They have understood that the
church preached not merely its doe-
trinal creeds, but attitudes of sub-
mission to the powers-that-be, con-
tempt for modern science and con-
tempt for free and tolerant attitudes
toward human problems. Wherever
the churches gained control of edu-
cation (especially the Roman
church) pupils have been indoetri-
nated with hatred for such liberating
ideas as the dissemination of scien-
tific knowledge about the human
body and sex; the use of scientifie
method; sympathetic understanding
of the nature of art and literature;

Churches Drive to Smuggle
Religion into School System

and above all the meaning of social-
ism as a political doctrine.

In America there is at present an
extremely dangerous tendency to al-
low the church to reassert control of
the schools." Nor is this an isolated
phenomenon; it is part of the general
tendency toward reaction, mystieism,
scholasticism and irrationality in
contemporary intellectual life.

A series of inroads have been made
by the united forces of all the major
churches — Catholie, Protestant and
Jewish—to destroy the non-religious
basis of the public schools.

Jim Farley
Spills the Beans

A concrete example of how
church forces are trying to gain
|:control of the educational system
in this country may be seen in a
speech by James A. Farley, for-
mer Democratic Party national
chairman and a prominent Catho-
lic laymagn. The speech, delivered
at an alumni meeting of New
York , City College graduates,
urged the elimination from teach-
ing staffs of “those who by pre- |
cept or suggestion point the way
or give encouragement to the
spreading of subversive and anti-
God propaganda.” . !

Farley declared his belief that
the function of education today is
to teach “the greatness, glory and
beneficence of the Declaration of
Independence, the Bill of Rights,
our economic system of free en-
terprise...and devout belief in
the guidance of Almighty God.”

The most recent and dramatic in-
stance was the Supreme Court deci-
sion in faver of New Jersey's paro-
chial school bus law under which the
state of New Jersey used state funds
for the transportation .of parochial
school students. The law was chal-
lenged by a Jersey resident who de-
clared—in our opinion, rightly so—
that funds collected from all taxpay-
ers, who include members of other re-

ligions and atheists, should not be
used for the support of one church.
The Supreme Court in its decision
struck a blow against educational
freedom and supported the practice
of the church's use of government
funds for its own purposes.

Another striking case was the re-
cent suit by Mrs. Vashti McCollum,
wife of a University of Illinois pro-
fessor, who charged that her child
was being embarrassed in school be-
cause he was the only one who did
not take religious instruction, which
had been instituted in the schools of
Illinois. The State Supreme Court
denied her claim.

RELIGION IN SCHOOLS

Last year, in New York City, the
principal of Flushing High School
got a bright idea and began the prac-
tice of reciting the Lords Prayer in
the school assemblies, even though
he must have known that there were
students of Jewish origin and stu-
dents who aceepted no religion who
would be embarragsed by the prac-
tice. Protest was so vehement that
the practice was dropped.

At present, priests and nuns
spread Jesuit doctrines in schools
in certain parts of Maine, Protestant
doctrine is spread in certain schools
of Vermont.

Gradually, then, the churches are
slipping into the school system, each
eager to spread its own doctrine and
make converts even though using
funds raised from taxpayers of dif-
ferent or no belief. (The morality of
this church practice we shall not
here discuss.)

It is therefore necessary for those
forces, such as trade unions and fra-
ternal organizations, which at pres-
ent are becoming aware of the dan-
gerous situation in-American educa-
point in their platform:

Complete separation of church and
government education. No official
funds to be used for private religious
instruction. Where individuals wish
religious education, they should or-
ganize it on their own time and with
their own money. No church indoe-
trination in public schools.

By JULIUS FALK

The unenviable position of A'mer-
lea’s teachers is beginning to emerge
from obscurity. Front page articles
reporting teacher .conditions and
teacher demands are common today.
Their problems have aroused nation-
wide interest in the status of Amer-
jcan education. They have been
awakened not merely to the new
problems created by the teacher
shortage but to the aggravated tra-
ditional problems of our school sys-
tem: inadequate school budgets, lack
of health programs, unequal educa-
tional facilities. . . . Taking cogniz-
ance of this public interest in educa-
tion, a number ‘of feature writers
have been assigned series of articles
on the social and economic status of
the teaching profession and on edu-
cation in general,

Insofar as many of these news-
paper studies are objective and fac-
tual they are useful. But the objec-
tivity of capitalist journalism obvi-

" ously has its limits. The most shock-

ing condition in our school system is

permitted to pass without serious re-
porting or editorial comment. That

condition is—discrimination of stu-

dents because of color or creed.

Educational discrimination is s#ill
typical of the South and is becoming
more and more of a problem in the

‘North. Religious and racial minorities

The Redcﬁonaries Think It's

In Mississippi: $57 for White
Students but $7 for Negroes

above the Mason and Dixon line are
finding " discrimination, condoned by
local and state authorities, an ever
increasing obstacle in their path. The
failure of the New York State legis-
lature to provide a bias-free state
university is .just one of the many
-cases in point. .

However, it is still in the South
that unequal educational opportuni-
ties are most shocking. There young
Negroes are forced by state segrega-
tion laws to attend separate schools
which are for the most part broken
down and unsafe, staffed with in-
ferior teachers and without proper
equipment.

In The New York Times of Feb.
18, Benjamin Fine, that paper’s edu-
cation director, devotes his ninth in
a series of ten articles to the differ-
ences between state expenditures for
education. He correctly points out
that Mississippi spends only $25 on
an average for each child as com-
pared with five times that sum spent
in New York. All of which is true
and important. But why doesn’t Mr.
Fine point out that the $25 spent in
Mississippi is only an average? Ac-
tually it is $57 spent for white pupil
and only $7 for Negro pupil. Is the
omigsion of this fact a mere acei-
dent, 'or. is it the typical method
which capitalist journalists use to
cover up. the rotten society.

Terrible!

This intra-state racial discrimina-,

tlon has even more significance than

the inter-state school budget differ-
ential. The source material for
Fine’s figures and those offered here
were the same: a nation-wide 1940

census. Yet the more innocuous fig-
ure is used by Fine and thereby the
damning fact is evaded. Nor does he
indicate that the same census con-
cealed that only 32 per cent of the
amount spent for the education. of
white pupils was allocated by the
authorities for Negroes in nine
southern states during 1939 and
1940. Nor does he show that racial
discrimination among southern
teachers parallels the fate suffered
by Negro students in the South. In
17 southern states Negro teachers,
working under infinitely more diffi-
cult conditions, received only half
the pay of white teachers.

Is it any wonder that only two
out of five Negroes, trapped between
economic poverty and unequal state
allowances for schools and teachers,
have been able to pass the-fourth
grade in school? Another fact con-
veniently forgotton by Mr. Fine in
an article which discusses the educa-
tional levels of the American people!
The facts are there; but Mr. Fine is
interested only in some of them. We
intendt to publicize all of them.

- their pupils.
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A Paper in the Interests of Labor

Teachers Struggle Points
To the Crisis in Education

By A TEACHER

HE United States  has

been made conscious of a
crisis-in its educational system.
Press and radio have done a
good job of establishing the sta-
tistical facts about the serious
deterioration in public school
instruction. The essential facts
are now common knowledge.
Several million children are

‘without systematic educational

supervision because more than
a hundred thousand teachers have
quit their jobs for better paying ones
in industry or other fields. Desperate
educational authorities have resorted
to the employment of poorly quali-
fied or almost utterly unqualified in-
structors and can’t get enough of
even makeshift substitutes. Text-
books are antiquated; supplies are
insufficient; buildings are in need of
repair; new buildings are needed;
training schools for teachers are not
adequately enrolled. Morale is at a
low point among teachers and pupils.
The imperialist colossus which was
going to reeducate the German peo-
ple in democracy is giving the whole
world an object lesson in the value
which it attaches to public education.

State and city governments are
either indifferent to the situation .or
unwilling or powerless to take action
to meet it. Hundreds of millions of
dollars are needed. to stop the de-
scent of the system into chaos. At-
tempts to appropriate .adequate
funds meet witht™ the determmed
opposition of banking and realty in-
terests. They refuse to pay higher
taxes. Congress is the arena for bit-
ter struggles to raise rents ease the
tax burdens of the rich, monopollze
atomic energy inithe hands of giant
utilities and ‘eartels, appropriate
eleven and a ha __110n dollars for

“defense”; but 10 yoice.js raised, no...

program is offered to.arrest the de-
cline of the educational system, once
the pride of a ruling class which

“flaunted its educational largese.

A STRUGGLE TO HELP .
BOTH TEACHERS AND PUPILS

Only the teachers are left to fight
the battle for education. They are the
spearhead of the struggle. Promi-
nence has been given to the demands
of the teachers for decent salary
schedules. Little attention has been
Yiven to the fact that they have
shown a keen concern for the effects
of the situation on their pupils and
on the educational system as a whole.
To demands for pay increases they
have added requests and demands for
improved buildings, new bhuildings,
smaller classes, up to date texts, com-
petent administrators, increased
state and city aid to education.

It is unavoidable that they should
do so since all the factors which drive
them out of the system or compel
them to undertake = tasks -beyond
their strength or which impair their
capacity and efficiency is a direct in-
jury to the children in their charge.
And conversely whatever improves
their position is of direct benefit to
The struggle of the
teachers for economic improvement
is thus at the same time a struggle
intend to publicize all of them.

What Is *Progressive Education?”’

By OSCAR WILLIAMS

For some twenty-five years now,
the reactionary newspapers and in
particular, the Hearst press, have
been attacking “progressive educa-
tion.” Working hand in glove with
the yellow press has been the Ameri-
can Legion, the National Association
of Manufacturers and other reaction-
ary groups.

The attack of these groups has
_been simple, if not honest .or logical.
Distorting the ideas of educators
such as John Dewey, they have tried
to tell the public that “progressive
education” means ‘“free love,” disre-
pect for the institution of the family
and communism.

Lately, the reactionaries have got-

ten more respectable support. The
New York Times for the past few
years has been running periodic
“exposes” of American education—all
designed to prove that the man in
_the street, the product of the Ameri-
can elementary- schools, the high
schools and even the colleges and the
universities, knows nothing of Ameri-
can history.

If the reader takes seriously the
results of the questionnaires submit-

ted ta the public by the Times, one
can-only draw the conclusion that the
average American believes that

_Alexander Hamilton invented the

telephone, thinks that the Civil War
was fought against the Russians and
similar absmd:ties Whether this is
true or not is problematical. The
Times uses it to prove the “failure
of American education.” The respon-
sibility for this they put at the door
of “progressive education,” which
has somehow smuggled its way into
the educational system of the nation.
Finally, the proponents of a return
to the old method of teaching the
students the “absolute truths” of the
past have received their principal
theoretical support from a group of
ex-liberals who are now in alliance
with the thinkers of the Catholic
Church.  These intellectuals are men
of great influence in the large uni-
versities and the wealthy philan-
thropic foundations. They serve to
give the necessary intellectual cover
and apology for the bare reactionary
“program of the Hearsts and the
Legion.
Sidney Hook’s recent book, EDU-
CATION AND THE COMMON

S S e

MAN, is an excellent explanation
and defense of a liberal, free educa-
tion and an extremely effective at-
tack against the educational theories
represented by Robert Hutchins of
the University of Chicago; Moh-
signor Fulton Sheen of the Catholic
Church; Mortimer Adler and Mark
Van Doren of Chicago and Columbia
Universities.

Hook first explains what the.ideals
and methods of “progressive educa-
tion” are. The very explanation of
the meaning of this doctrine shows
the reactionary forces in society
struggling against it. The first objec-
tive of the ends of education, says
Hook, should be to “aim to develop
the powers of critical independent
thought.” To accomplish this end,
the teachers must not hesitate -to
make available to their students all
the facts. The schaols eannot start
out- with any assumptions of “abso-
lute truth.”

Is it any wonder that the reaction-
aries should attack an educational
system which does not indoctrinate
the young with the ideas of patriot-
ism—which permits the young peo-
ple to examine all the facts and en-

courages them to draw logical con-
clusions? It-did not require much
perception on the part of the defend-
ers of the capitalist system to realize
that the students of such a system
might .end up by drawing the con-
clusion that capitalism wasn’t ‘so
good after all.

In spite of the wishes of some of
the sponsors of progressive educa-
tion, we can state that the implica-
tions of such an educational theory
are indeed revolutionary. It is pre-
cisely for this reason that it is greet-
ed with such antagonism by all the
responsible spokesmen for the capl—
talist class.

Though Sidney Hook, once a rev-
olutionary socialist and now a Social
Democrat, does not draw the political
.conclusions which follow from this
situation, it is clear that a full flow-
ering of education is impossible un-
der capitalism. Life itself has dem-
onstrated the great shortcomings of
progressive education in the present
system. ’

In spite of the best intentions of
its practitioners within the school
system, they are stymied from the

(Continued on page 6)

Some Fa::fs on Education

b N

o Average teacher pay in the United States is $1925 per annum, or

$37 per week.

® Most teachers in the United States do not have tenure and can
therefore be fired for any number of unjustifiable reasons.

e In many states, sick leave provisions do not exist or are insig-
nificant, and maternity leaves are seldom granted.

® The hide-bound principle of excluding married women teachers
from the school system is still characteristic of American education.

# Retirement provisions have been proved inadequate: Some states
only make a gesture with a $10 to $15 per week pension to teachers

retiring after 65 or 70 years of age.

e In 1932, a year of depression, a greater proportion of the federal
budget was spent on our educational system than is proposed for the
budget of 1947, a year of promised “prosperity.”

For these and many other reasons, which make the teaching profes-
sion unattractive today, we find that:

e Capable teachers are leaving the school system by the thousands
and competent candidates are turning to other professions. The result
is: 125,000 “teachers” who cannot meet state teaching qualifications, but
are given “emergency licenses” to fill in vacancies.

e About 36,000 of these teachers have no more than a high school
education and 80000 have not completed more than two years of col-

lege,
—
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By and large this struggle is con-
fined to the channels of pressure on
state Iegislatures and city govern-

ments. If'is the plaything of Demo-

cratic .and Republican party politi-
cians. The “outs” utilize it to embar-
rass the “ins,” In New York State
which is the political focus of the
struggle since Governor Dewey is re-
garded as the titular head of the Re-
publican Party and the leading con-
tender for its presidential nomina-
tion next year, we have seen the skill-
ful maneuvers at work. Democratic
Party Assemblymen and Senators at
Albany who have been indifferent: to
the plight of the teachers for years
have become vociferous eritics of.
Dewey’s cynical trafficing with the

issue of education. Democratic May-
or O’'Dwyer of New York City was
instrumental in granting an increase
of $250 a year two months ago out of
city funds which puts him and his
party on the “right” side in the fight.

Here and there the struggle has
broken through the confines of two-
party maneuvering and erupted in
strike action. That is, it has moved in
the direction of the labor movement
and the use of its strongest weapon.
Almost all the strikes have been suc-
cessful. The stirring struggle in St.
Paul was not. But that is an exception.
Not every strike is won by workers
in industry. By strike action teachers
CAN win .their demands. They CAN
break through the miasma of Demo-

cratic and Republican party feuds. .

They CAN take a long step forward
on the road to integration with the
labor movement with which their des-
tiny and the fate of public education
is inextricably tied.

The fact that so elementary a
truth has to be expounded, and that

teachers are not a part of the labor .

movement, is at once a striking proof
of the backwardness of the labor
movement in the United States and
of the teachers themselves, Compare
the situation of the teachers in Eng-
land. There three—quarters of the
teachers are organized in the Nation-
al Union of Teachers which negoti-
ates wage schedules with the nation-
al government. It has succeeded in
reducing the anarchy of two hundred
discriminatory and inadequate .loeal
schedules to three standard schedules
for cities, towns and rural areas. It
uses the strike weapon as a matter
of avowed policy. In eight years it
conducted twenty-two strikes to en-
force its demands and schedules.
During the recent war it threatened
.a nation-wide strike unless the gov-
ernment granted adequate cost-of-
living bonuses. An archaic law which
proscribes the affiliation of public
employees with unions has prevented
it from affiliating with the Trades
Union Congress or the Labor Party.
It is nominally independent but in
the essence of the matter, in pohcy,
philosophy and practice, it is an in-
tegral part of the labor movement,
Consider the situation in France.
There a hundred and thirty thousand
teachers out of a total of 150,000 are
organized in the French Teachers
Union which
with the Confederation Generale du
Travail. French teachers have not
hesitated to employ the strike
weapon. :
In this country the American Fed-
eration of Teachers which is grow-

(Continued on page -6)

Two New Atomic Bombs Could
Make Manhaitan a Ghost Town!

By GEORGE TOBIN

Despite the soothing propaganda
of the militarists to the effect that
the atomic bomb is just another
weapon only a wee bit more destrue-
tive than previous weapons, it is now
revealed that even the primitive -
atomie bomb which was used on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki can be made in-
finitely more horrible by a slight
change in the way it is applied. This
is one of the lessons learned by U. 8.
military experts from the Bikini
tests.

The bombs at Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki were exploded in the air. The
killing, crippling and debilitating ef-
fects on the people of these cities took
place within the relatively short pe-
riod of a few weeks after the explo-
sion. Onece this period was over, the
surviving citizens of these -cities
could feel secure in the knowledge
that they are no longer in any dan-
ger . .. until another atomic bomb is
exploded. Accordmg to most reports,
the explosions in the air did not
poison the food, water and air on
.which people live.

But modern capitalist science
‘marches on. We are now informed
by Time Magazine (Feb. 17, 1947)
of an interesting statement made by
Dr. Stafford L. Warren, chief radio-
logical safety officer at the Bikini
tests. He says:

"Two atomic bombs—dropped (in
the water) on either side of the
Statue of Liberty—and a nice upriver
wind could turn the whole of Man-
‘hattan into a ghost town for 50 to 100
years. . .. Four or five bombs dropped
along the water at Chicago would put
out Chicage and make all the Great
Lakes untenable."

Time goes on to explain that the
underwater test at Bikini produced
a vast and continuing amount of
radmactwlty not present in the pre-
vious air’ explosions. Says Dr. War-
ren of the Bikini underwater test:

"That second one at Bikini really
Aies this business up in a knot. . . .
Literally astronomical quantities of
radioactive material had become -inti-
mately mixed with the sea water, mist
and spray which accompanied the for-
mation of the giant mushroom of
water which rose from the lageon. ...
{Such atomic mist) .will deposit huge
.amounts of radium-equivalent — any-
where from'a ton to 100 tons....

"When this moves in over a city
you have to evacuate the people
right away or they will die from gam-
ma radiation. You couldn't clean #he
area. The fissionable material would
get .into the water—jnto everything.

It would get into nex?® year's crop.. ..
“I'm not so worried about the killing

of .50- to 75 million people as | am

about the wiping out of resources."

The Bikini test has been worth its
cost to the rulers of this country.
They know now that to achieve the
best effect in bringing democracy,
Christianity and civilization to the
heathen, they will make sure to drop
their atomic bombs in water. And we
can be sure that the rulers of Russia,
who .are engaged in atomic research
behind their iron curtain, have
watched Bikini carefully and learned
the same lesson for the time when
they plan to bring their brand of
“democracy” to the people of other
lands.

ATOMIC IRON CURTAIN

The government of the United
States has laid down an iron curtain
of its own, and together with the
capitalist press and radio is engaged
in a conspiracy of silence for the
purpose of keeping the common peo-
ple of America ignorant of the hor-
rors they are preparing for us. The
labor leaders. like Bill Green and
Phil Murray who are still practicing
the horse-and-buggy type of trade
unionism-are also part of this con-
spiracy ‘of silence, thus giving aid

L

and comfort to the war ecriminals
who are preparing the atrocities of
the next war. Only occasionally does
an item leak through the curtain in-
to the daylight. From the facts that
have been made public we know that:

® Oak Ridge is working seven days a
week, 24 hours a day, piling up atemie
bombs,

.® Design work is proceeding on long
range pilotless missiles of the V.2
type. capable of crossing oceans.
© The government is conducting a
survey of caverns, fo prepare for re-
locating industry underground.

® Feverish research is going on.in the
ﬁeld of germ-sprays and radloacﬁn
Ppoison gases.

This activity shows how much the
capitalist government believes what
its own dlplomats Aare saying in the
U. N. about peace. All the U. N.
double-talk is a screen behind which
the two imperialist blocs, headed by
the U. S. and Russia, are jockeying
for position in preparation for the
atomic war to decide who will -boss
the world. There won’t be much of a

- world left when they get through,

unless the workers of all countries
succeed in abolishing the present
barbarism in time to prevent a radio-
active rain of death.

-

jobs they might take on, such as:
the present shacks.

houses.

lished.

which were made last year.

tance of socialism.—F.

IT'S MOVING DAY IN ST. CLAIRSVILLE!

The portal-to-portal pay problem has been neatly solved by the
gperators of the Willow Grove Mine at St. Clairsville, Ohio. They've
simply moved the portal closer to the mine.

“When they used the®original portal,” the Morgantown, W. Va., Post
reports, “the men rode four miles to their working places. Now they
ride a passenger elevator for 22 seconds, walk through a concrete elec-
tric-lighted corridor, push through what is believed to be the only
revolving door in the coal mine industry, and there they are—prac-
tically within spittin’ distance of the coal seam.”

While the operators are in the moving mood there are a few other

(1) Moving some decent houses into the mining camps to replace
(2) Moving modern toilets, plumbing and heatlng' units into the

(3) Moving some sidewalks and streets around the houses, _
(4) Moving the whole works away from the mines to a location
where decent social, educatjonal and medical facilities could be estab-

(5) Moving the mine workers closer to those unprecedented proﬁts

(6) Moving themselves out altogether, permitting the mines to be
nationalized under control of the UMW, thereby guaranteeing coal to
this country and the rest of the world—and steadier work and better
working conditions to the miners.

As long as there is moving to be done, let’s do it right. While the
operators are so anxiously getting us “within spittin’ distance of the
coal seam” we might as well be getting ourselves within spittin’ dis-

is directly ‘affiliated .
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Editoriali

Kurt von Schuschnigg, Austria’s last
Chancellor, is now on a lecture tour of the
United States. We hope that he will be
greeted, wherever he speaks, by large
masses of pickets. |

Thirteen years ago, the Dolfuss govern-
ment, in which Schuschnigg held the post
of Minister of Justice, opened its guns on
the workers who lived in the government
houses built under the Social-Democratic
régime. This brutal assault on workers
who were courageously trying to “resist
totalitarian encroachments on their liber-
ty, aroused the indignation of the working
class movement the world over. Today,
thirteen years after this despicable crime,
Schuschnigg publzcly dares justify the at-
tack.

In an interview with Ernest Eppler,
who was a resident of one of these work-
ers’ homes, published in the newspaper
PM, and subsequently in a lecture deliv-
ered at New York’s Town Hall, Schusch-
nigg “regretted” the murderous assault
and added that “it was necessary, it was
absolutely necessary.” These are his own

~ words, and they are sufficient to describe

Schuschnigg, the Dolfuss régime which
ended when the little Chancellor was as-
sassinated, and his own régime which fol-
- lowed.

That this man appears, dares to appear,
.as.a spokesman. for Austrian- democracy,
malkes his tour a double insult to workers.

The Dolfuss and Schuschnigg régimes

were totalitarian police régimes, intimate-
ly tied up with Mussolini fascism, and im-
posed on the people by Austrian big busi-
ness, which tried to suppress the Austrian

_'Schuschnigg Comes to America

working class without yielding, for their
own reasons, to Hitler.

The Nazis assassinated Dolfuss and six
months later overran Austria, ousting
Schuschnigg. It was NOT because Dolfuss
or Schuschnigg represented democratic
ideals against Hitler Nazism. It was rather
a case of their preferring native totalitar-
ian methods to being dictated to by Hitler.
They asked for and got Mussolini's aid.
It was, says Schuschnigg NOW, “a great
help” when “Mussolini sent a few divi-
sions to the Brenner Pass.” In a book he
recently published, Schuschnigg has not a
word to say in criticism of fascism and
only praise for Mussolini until the latter
“sold out” the Austrian totalitarians by
agreeing to Hitler’s plan for Austrlan
Anschluss.

His government was not democratic,
and his attempt to justify his armed as-
sault on workers’ dwellings by asserting
that it was a case of a democratic govern-
ment defending itself against rebellion
should not go ‘'unanswered. The Schusch-
nigg government fought not against fas-
cism .but against trade unionists and so-
cialists!

The United States, which would not
permit the great revolutionist, Leon Trot-
sky, to enter and which bars its gates
against the admittance of genuine working
class democrats, that is, revolutionists,
permits: this monster, to circulate freely,
to lecture. It would be an excellent tribute
to the memory of the socialist fighters of
Austria who held out against fascism until
they were massacred, if Mr. Schuschnigg
were met w1th a ﬁttmg response on his
tour.

What Can the Germans Read?

Not Sati'Sﬁed with exercising the most
rigid censorship controls over the papers

published in the American zone of occupa- .

tion in Germany, the military authorities,
until last week, forbade the sending of
any American publications—of any type
whatever — into that country. Since the
war's end almost two years ago, the mails
to Germany were closed so far as any
printed matter was concerned. '
Last week the State Department and
the Post Office announced the lifting of-

this ban. Hencéforth, printed matter may

_be sent, in limited quantities, to the Amer-
ican occupation zone. All other zones
(French, British and Russian) are still
shut to publications. '

But the announcement has a qualifica-
tion to it. The title and contents of the

‘publication must be stated on the outside.

of the package so that the powers that be
may pass on it before allowing it to go to
Germany ! “Subversive material” (there’s
that fly-in-the-ointment phrase!) will not
be permitted.

Perhaps we shall soon learn what is
meant by “subversive material” in this
instance. Will it mean a.newspaper like
LABOR ACTION, which champions the
right of seif-determination for the Ger-
man people, in all zones, and which has
consistently exposed the brutal imperialist
policies pursued by the occupation author-
ities, leading to the mass hunger and mis-
ery of Germany today? Does “subversive”
mean a newspaper that condemns the
Ameérican occupation policy as directed
against the democratic interests of the
people of that country?

Democracy, according to even the most
hypocritical spokesmen of the American
“democratic re-education” military gov-
ernment for Germany, requires the right
to read and study all points of view. The
"American labor and socialist movement
has a definite point of view to present to
the German people. This demands the
democratic right for any and all publica-
tions to enter Germany and be freely cir-
culated among its people.

We Start a New Sub Drive

The LABOR ACTION business depart-
ment this week announced plans for its
forthcoming subseription drive, during
the entire month of March, to obtain 2,000
new readers to the paper.

An introductory offer of LABOR AC-
TION for six months, or a year’s subserip-
tion together with a copy of Ernest Er-
ber’s pamphlet “Plenty for All,” features
the drive. Branches of the Workers Party
are now mobilizing behind LABOR AC-
TION with the intention of putting over
the 2,000 quota within a period of one
month. Four Red Sunday mobilizations for
the purpose of visting people to get sub-
seriptions will be held.

In addition, various worthy prizes are
being offered—both to Workers Party.
branches and individual sub-getters—for

" those who do the best job during the

month. Everything points to a successful

completion of the goal. Reponts will be
published during the month of March, an-
nouncing the progress of the drive. Prize
winners will be announced in the first is-

"sue of LABOR ACTION appearing in

April of this year. Any and all subscrip-
tions mailed in by midnight, March 31,
will be counted in the quota scores.

V4 -
NEXT WEEK:
WHO ARE THE RULERS OF
STALINIST POLAND?
By A. Rudzienski
AN EXCLUSIVE EXPOSE!
o 4 /

.ing the full

i comrades’s

Japanese Labor Movement
Tastes MacArthur 'Democracy

By JACK BRAD

On January 31 General Douglas
Mac/grthur finally broke the sched-
uled general strike of Japanese labor
unions by, in effect, intimidating and
threatening its leadership and throw-
American authority
against the strike. Since then the
seething social crisis which gave
birth to the general strike has pro-
duced a new series of remarkable
‘events which reflect the maturity of
the Japanese labor movement on the
economic field and indicate the es-
sential road. to-the future.

Faced with MacArthur's threatened
direct intervention, the unions were
forced to call off the strike. They were
not in a position to challenge armed
American troops. Memories of B-20's
and the atomic bomb are still fresh;
and these are the symbols of the
American military. With remarkable
perspicacity and heroism, the labor
movement did not plunge into rout
but reformed its ranks along new
lines:

1) One union did proceed to strike,
the All-Japan Expressmen’s Union of
about 130,000 members. This key
union’s defiance served as a symbol.

2) Open and veiled protests were
made. Most significant was the appeal
made to the Four Power Allied Com-
mission and the Far Eastern Commis-
sion in Washington by workers of
the Kanagwa Prefecture. This is the
first time since V-J Day that any
substantial body of workers has gone
over MacArthur's head and in so
deing expressed its lack of confi-
dence in him. This petition was sup-
pressed in the Japanese press by the
American censorship, as is most
other news that reflects ill on the
military occupation. .

UNIFY LABOR GROUPS

3) A major step toward self-de-
fense was taken by the organized
unions. The Congress of Industrial
Unions, the Japanese Federation of
Labor, and thirty independents, in-

cluding coal miners, seamen and rail-
waymen, have issued a call for umi-
fication into an All-Japan Council of
Labor Unions. It was specifically
stated ‘in the call that this council
will succeed the joint strike com-
mittee outlawed by MacArthur.

4) As a result of the political and
social blind alley to which the occu-
pation has driven all classes of Jap-
anese society there has occurred a
revival of rightist gangsterism in re-
cent months. The worst ouirage of
these hoodlums was the dagger at-
tack on K. Kikunami, Stalinist head
of the CIU. The answer of the unions
was given several weeks ago with
the formation of workers' defense
guards, in many cases based around
ex-service men,

These have been the major re-
alignments of the trade unions. They
indicated comprehension of the
threat inherent in MacArthur's strike-
breaking order. They also indicate
that an independent class struggle
policy is the only one possible if the
unions are to continue to be inde-
pendent and to expand, even though
this policy brings the unions increas-
ingly into opposition to MacArthur.

NEW GENERAL ELECTION

MacArthur's response to these un-
ions has been to call for a new gen-
eral election. The reformist leader-
ship of both the Socialist and Com-
munist Parties hailed this as a great
democratic.act, The truth is that the
entire working class and its organiza-
tions have been demanding a new
election for more than six months.
It was the vigorous extra-parliamen-
tary activity of the workers which
wrung this concession. from MacAr-
thur. If does not, however, mgan a
new democratic era.

‘The Stalinist and Socialist leaders
would like to deceive the masses into
believing this fable of a new demo-
cratic era. By so doing they would
reinvigorate the now-tarnished repu-
tation of MacArthur. Such a policy
of continued deperndence on MacAr-

thur to bring democracy to Japan
will lead to great disasters, of which
the breaking of the general strike
was only a foretaste.

‘MacArthur was forced to call for
a new election because the Yoshida
government, that  still-born shadow
of quislingism which is MacArthur's
own creation, was no longer a pro-
tagonist of any kind. It had simply
been submerged beneath the class
offensive of the unions. Its feebleness
and its helpless dependence have be-
come complete. The veil was stripped
and there stood forth clearly the ba-
sic antagonism between the working
class and the occupation. If MacAr-.
thur .proved unable to cover this real
antagonism he would be forced to
rule by direct military law and the
myth of the cheapness and efficiency
of the Japanese occupation would
disappear. More important, MacAr-
thur would have rousetl the opposi-

tion of the masses to the occupation -

and created the conditions for strug-
gle against it.

The call for a general election is,
therefore, an attempt to re-establish
quisling rule. An increased Socialist
parliamentary delegation is expected
to. act as a further safety valve for
the. masses and to deflect their class
energies., It is expected to widen the
base of the régime, The present Yo-
shida régime has long been a minor-
ity government, whereas the Social-
ists have over 45 per cent of popular
support. Such a more broadly based
régime is expected to give some via-
bility to that other MacArthur crea-
tion: the new consitution which is to
go into effect on May 3. iy

The Socialists will undoubtedly win
a resounding victory in the elections.
If this is permitted to derail the class
struggle and in particular the begin-
nings of the anti-occupation struggle,
then the working class will not" have
begun to solve its basic problems.
The central issue remains: Class op-
position to the invader and occupier;
restoration of national freedom and
independence.

The second issue of our French
.youth: : paper; uLasidgune
Garde (The.Young Guard), ;hasjust
appeared. On the masthead it carries
a slogan of special significance in
connection with the present war of
the French imperialists against the
Viet Namese people. “L'ennemi est
dans notre propre pays" (The ‘ene-
my -is in our own country). The ban-
ner headline states "Noti:One Wolun=
teer for Indo-China.” The anti-mili-

tarist emphasis is strengthened with.

correspondence from the barracks,
and an article demonstrating how an
elite professional army, en which the
bourgeoisie can rely, is being built.

Attacks on the democratic-rights
of the Trotskyist movement in France
are increasing. We have reported pre-
viously the suppression of our Indo-
Chjnese anti-war demonstration in
Paris on December 6 and the arrest
and imprisonment incommunicado of
Comrade Pierre Conte. Now a series
of new incidents has taken place.

The most serious was the attempt-
ed sbanning:of !a meeting iof - protest
against Pierre Conte’s arrest, sched-
‘uled to be held in his home town of
Pontoise,” one of the industrial sub-
urbs of Paris. A Vérité salesman in
Pontoise was . arrested, all  posters
announcing  the meeting were torn
down by the police and the whole

: fown police were mobilized in front

of the hall to prevent the meeting.
Despite police arders. Yvan Craipeau,
general secretary of the PCI, spoke
in front of the hall and led the audi-
ence in a march to Conte's home,
where the meeting was resumed. The
most ironic element in the situation
was the fact that the Socialist Party
section of Pontoise, under “left” lead-
ership, endorsed the meeting at the
- last minute, although it is their “com-
rade,” the Socialist Minister of the
Interior Depreux, who enforces the
governmeni ban on meetings dealing
with the Indo-Chinese war and who
is in charge of the police.

The last membership meeting of

“the:;Paris |.region,iof the :PCL. was. .

graced with the presence of a plain-
clothesman, -who, upon identification,
was invited to leave. The -sections of
the Socialist Party are being asked
to protest against any policy of per-
secution and spying on workers’
meetings by the Ministry of the In-
terior. Meanwhile the Ministry is
continuing to enforce
meetings against the imperialist war
in Indo-China, having forcibly pre-
vented the holding of PCI meetings
in two more Paris suburbs, Taverny
and Saint-Leu.

In Clermont-Ferrand, capital city
of the Puy-de-Dome Department, the
first step has been taken against writ-
ten material on the Indo-Chinese war,
with the banning of an anti-war post-
er of the PCI. It remains to be seen
whether the government will attempt
next to censor articles denouncing
the French imperialist attack on the
Viet Namese people

THE FATE OF WRITING IN AMER-
ICA, by James T. Farrell. New
Directions, New York; 25 cents.

Reviewed by ARTHUR STEIN

The problem with which this pam-
phlet deals is the threat of commer-
cialism to the writing and “publica-
tion of serious literature in the
United States. And though many will
feel that a -discussion of this factor
alone is not sufficient to give an in-
dication of “the fate of writing in
America,” the pamphlet certainly
represents a substantial contribution.

Farrell’s main theme is that there

‘isa significant difference between the

conditions under ‘'which the “art” of
Hollywood and the radio is produced,
and the conditions under which books
are written and published.

The movie and radio industries in-

.volve enormous amounts of capital

and are therefore completely con-
trolled by the ‘most important and
richest circles of the American finance
capitalists. In these industries, the
conflict between art and commodity
production has already been solved:
art has been decisively defeated.
Movie and radio scripts are being
produced according to the strict spe-
cifications of the rulers of our profit-
hungry economy; there remain few
loopholes through which the genuine
feelings of an artist might slip
through to the public. Each script is
carefully censored for any possible

derogatory remark upon a group of
potential customers or sponsors.

“The
by Raymond Moley:
“The casual line of a popular star—
‘They say white bread is not good for
you'—brought literally thousands of

Farrell here quotes from
Hays Office,”

angry letters from millers, bakers,
grain-elevator men and farm organ-
izations.”

And when' we consider that the
assets of the tobacco industry in
America probably run into the bil-
lions, it is not difficult to imagine
that a hint at the harmful results of
excessive smoking would be consid-
ered a cardinal sin in Hollywood.
Art, which must always be based on
honesty and on the spontaneity and
individuality of the artist, becomes
necessarily extinguished under these
conditions.

In contrast to this complete “com-
modity production” in the radio and
movies, Farrell finds that the situa-
tion in the American book publishing
industry does not look quite as black.
Since the necessary investment here
is not nearly as great as it is in the
movies and in the radio industry, the
big finance capitalists of Wall Street
do not, as yet, monopolize the field.
As a result, cultural values in books
—and the prestige gained through the
publication of serious literature—are
still important factors in the book -
industry.

Farrell does not claim that this sit-
uation will necessarily continue in-

definitely, but he does feel that, at
worst, it is much too early to throw
up one’s hands in despair. He feels,
furthermore, that public taste is con-
stantly improving, and that there will
alw'aysHje a demand for serious
books. ends-his essay with a mov-
ing appeal to the writers of America
to maintain their intellectual integ-
rity, to refrain from selling their ar-

tistic souls for the sake of big money *

or sensational successes.

Now Available!

Labor Action
Book Service

.is pleased to announce
receipt of:
DANIEL GUERIN'S
just published history
"La Lutte des Classes Sous

la Premiére République”

A two-volume Marxist study of
the class French Revolution, in
the light of the theory of the Per-
manent Revolution, by the author
of “Fascism and Big Business.”
Over 900 pages, in French.

L ]

Write to:
Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.

for sale price. Limited Edition!
Ask for our list of available books.

its ban on’

Tﬁe Wrangle Over China
Part |

The, Marshall report on China, if it did little
to reveal the actual economic and political forces
intersecting in China, at least had the merit of
focusing attention on that tortured land. Just

. what is going on there?

Needless to say, the actuality is considerably
different from the simplicities of the Marshall re-
port. If it is convenient to set dates, the fall of
Singapore to the J apanese in 1942 greatly reduced
British influence in the Far East. The crushing
defeat of Japan by the United States three years
later guaranteed the dominant role of United
States imperialism in the orient for the coming
period. But the dominant role is not synonymous
with the seole one. For a struggle with Russia,
symmetrical to the one taking place in Europe,
is being enacted throughout the orient. It is this
antagonism ' which forms the basis of United
States foreign policy in the Far East.

WHAT THE U. S. WANTS

What does the United States want? Stated
most simply it wants to line up in the American
camp the largest possible number of Asiatic peo-
ples for the war against Russia which is being
openly and systematically prepared., Hence the
exceptionally judicious treatment of the J apanese,
Hence the very rude. pressure being applied to
decadent French imperialism, whose contemptible
warfare against the Indo-Chinese threatens to
detonate the accumulated hatred of imperialist
exploitation in the entire Far East.

How does Washington view China? A. Suchs-
dorf, writing in. The American Scholar, does not
put’it badly: “She is a market, a political proving
ground, a reservoir of military manpower, o
strategic base, and one-fifth of the Big Five. As
China goes, so in time will go the colonial peoples
today squatting on their haunches in Lahore, in
Surabaya, in Leopohﬂvil.‘.’c. . . . China’s troubles
have become mzi’uersal . . These days, if you
punch Chira, we roar.

Unfortunately for Wall Street’s global aspira-
tions, Stalinist Russia also views China in much
the same light. The Kremlin gang, disposing of a
large Stalinist party in China itself, and a very
large, if poorly equipped, peasant army, is able
to intervene directly in Chinese affairs in a man-
ner totally denied United States capitalism. In
1937 the Stalinists had an army of 100,000 men
‘and governed 1,500,000 people. By the summer of
1946 they claimed to have a regular army of
1,000,000 men supported by a peasant militia of
2,000,000 and to govern 131,000,000 persons.

THE CHINESE STALINIST ARMIES

The tidal wave of revolutionary struggle gen-
erated by World War I struck China in the mid-
twenties. A'surge of anti- 1mpeua.lls|: activity in-
undated China. At the point. of its gredtest am-
plitude in 1927 the movement collapsed, due to the
counter-revolutionary attacks of Chiang Kai-shek
upon:-the:radical labor movement:and 1o the,false
policy of the Comintern, already badly degener-
ated. The Communist Party lost its base in the
urban working class and was never able to re-
establish it. _

From that time on Stalinist influence in China
has been bused upon the peasantry. Generally
speaking, the Kuomintang has controlled the
urban centers and the more developed areas along
the seaboard. The influence of the Stalinists over
the peasantry is based upon its ability, if not to
resolve, then to ameliorate the inequities of the
holding system—a key problem in a semi-colonial
country like China cursed with all sorts of ves-

. tigial remnants of feudallsm

The Stalinist agrarian program has varied
somewhat according to the necessities of Russian
foreign policy. ‘But its main outlines have re-
mained the same. Outright expropriation of the
landlord class, as took place during the Russian
revolution, has not been resorted to. The Stalinists
have sought, rather, to modify excesses of the
landlord system: taxes and rents have been re-
duced and wages, hours and working cohditions
fixed. Seizure of lands was relatively limited.

During the war, in the interests of a working
agreement with the Kuomintang against the
Japanese, policies were considerably modified.
“These called for,” says Tillman Durdin, writing
from Nanking, “regard for the landlords’ rights
under proper regulation and for reducing large
holdings through a progressive tax system and
urged social unity and cooperation between the
classes.”

POLICY FOLLOWING THE WAR

The defeat of the Japanese, and the control of
the extensive areas turned over to the Chinese
Stalinists by the Russians as. they withdrew, per-
m:tted the Stalinists to exercise a freer hand.

- .. they instituted a limited distribution through
the confiscation of the lands of persons classed
as traitors or puppets. These lands were given to
landless peasants. In a second stage, confiscation
was enlarged to include the takmg of land in
‘fines’ from the ‘bad gentry.’ ¢

“The third stage was inaugurated last sum-
mey, This is characterized by a general confisca-
tion of the bigger part of the large landholdings
7 egardless of the characteristics of the landowner.

In some areas all the lands were split up more
or less equally. In others the landlord was allowed
to keep a fairly large part of his holdings if he
was cooperative or ‘patriotie,” as the Communists
termed it.”

It-is this land policy which is the source nf
the Stalinists’ strength. It must even have a cer-
tain appeal to certain of the landlords who have
seen the Stalinists intervene against the “ex-
cesses” of the peasantry who resorted to direct

action, especially during the period following the
defeat of Japan. o

Hey, Stupid!
Get the Distinction?

“There can be no doubt that the atomie
bomb marks the climax of a development
away from the concepts of an earlier age,
which .justified war but tried to make it
more humane, toward a new concept which
accepts the threat of total war, but outlaws
aggressive war as such, without depriving
the defense of available weapons. That is
the end toward which the moral conscience
of the world must work if mankind is to es-
cape destruction.”

) The New York Times (Jan. 28, 1947).
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Indo China:

The following is excerpted from a
speech delivered at the LABOR AC-
TION forum in New York last week
by a French comrade who had visited
this country. It is an excellent survey
of the events in Indo-China and will
give our readers a clearer picture of
what is happéning in that country
from the point of view of revolution-
ary socialists who stand for the un-

' conditional independence of all of

Indo-China. The speech was translated
by Henry Judd.

The recent events in Indo-China

make me, a Frenchman, ashamed of

being a Frenchman.

I walked into a newsreel theater
here in New York and saw the pic-
tures of Indo-China, and the war go-
ing on there. I said to myself that
what I saw there made me incapable
of believing that such a thing could
have transpired—that such a thing
was possible. I saw women being tied
and thrown into trucks by French
soldiers. It was brutal and revolting.

The question of Indo-China is an

" old question—it is not a question

beginning from today—it is a prob-
lem that goes back a’long ways.
I was in Indo-China in 1930. Acci-

dently, I witnessed a rebellion that .

took place that time in Hanoi.
I saw at that time how French im-
perialism suppressed that particular
movement. The atmosphere that was
created in Indo-China at that mo-
ment was exactly the same as that
created by the Gestapo in Germany
and in Europe later on. To give you
one example: I had the opportunity

. to speak with many Indo-Chinese of -

different social classes. When I left
Indo-China,

stack of dossiers containing reports
of my conversations with these peo-
ple. Already, at that time, there were
concentration eamps of the same type
that Hitler organized, and they con-
tained tens of thousands of Indo-
Chinese prisoners in French Guiana
and elsewhere,

A BLOODY MONK

_After the liberation of France ‘in
'944 the whole thing began all over
igain, just as before the war. Gener-

the French Governor:
General had upon his table a high

nations to. self-determination.

the people of Indo-China.

A Test Case for Freedom

The war in Indo-China has become a test case for all those ;!olitical
tendencies which profess to stand foir democracy and the right of

The record of French imperialism on the Indo-Chinese peninsula
since the end of the war is one which, from the point of view of the
most elementary democratic principles, is totally indefensible. Not
only do the Paris imperialists use former Japanese troops in this
venture, but also, in the ranks of the notorious French Foreign Legion
there are mercenaries of German Nazi origin who continue the work
they did—for a different master now—in Poland, Belgium, and France
jtself. In a recent brawl in Saigon, drunken German soldiers marched
through the streets, singing the Nazi “Horst Wessel” song with perfect
impunity from disciplinary actions by the French.

What makes the Indo-Chinese situation of vital interest to American
workers is the fact that the supplies used in this campaign by the French
militarists could have come from no other place but the United States.
In that sense, the American State Department shares responsibility for
the warfare in Indo-China, especially since French dependence upon the
good-will of the U. 5. at the present time is sufficient to convert even
the slightest hint from the pen of General Marshall info a command
which Paris would feel absolutely obliged to obey.

... All .the other parties in France—the bourgeois MRP, the monar-
" chists, the fascists—have substantially the same position as do the
“left’* parties. The Parti Communiste Internationaliste, French Sec-
tion of the Fourth International, stands alone in its clear and un-
ambiguous demand for the freedom and right to self-determination of

al de Gaulle had taken over power
and he made as the central point of
his program to give back to France
its previous grandeur—that is, to re-
vive Frahce as a great colonial em-
pire. General de Gaulle had the im-
pression that since the 1940 defeat
France had lost’ much prestige and
that the colonial peoples did not have
the former proper respect due to
France. Gen: de- Gaulle 'said, it will
be -very difficult to reconquer Indo-
China, but at any rate we will send
troops and begin a war against the
people and prove to the natives that
we are still a great power.

So he then sent to Indo-China a man
who was a personal friend of his, the
head of a religious group, a Cathelic
monk, Admiral d'Argenlieu, a monk

- who abruptly left his monastery to

help de Gaulle liberate France and
then to spill some blood in Indo-China.

Since this period there has been, in
reality, in France two policies with

respect to Indo-China. A poalicy in-
spired by the Communist Party, and
partly by the Socialist Party, which
sought, dt no matter what price, to
come to an agreement with the Viet
Minh Party and Ho Chi Minh. But at
the . same time Admiral d'Argenlieu
opposed, by all means, this policy and
did everything possible to prevent an
agreement with Ho Chi Minh and the
Yiet Nam government.

I would like now to speak briefly
on the policy and tactics of Ho Chi
Minh, First of all, we must under-
stand that the nationalist struggle of
the Viet Namese people in 1945 was
not inspired by any one political
party such as the Communist Party.
It was an uprising of an entire peo-
ple for its liberty. We could not find
a contrast of such a broad movement
except in France during the great
revolution and the Russian revolu-
tion.  That is due to the fact that
Indo-China has a social structure
which is different from that of other

eolonial countries. Indo-China is a
country that does not have feudalism
and in which the pative bourgeoisie
is very small. Its property base is
very narrow and restricted. The only
real bourgeois elements in Indo-
China are the big rice farmers and
landlords of Cochin China. But these
men have a greater fear of a mass
movement which would put in danger
their private property holdings than
of French imperialism,

THE THEORY OF TROTSKY

It is particularly in Indo-China
that we find an excellent illustration
of Trotsky's theory of the perma-
nent revolution. There is not, in In-
do-China, a bourgeoisie capable of
leading a purely bourgeois revolu-
tion and a purely national-liberation
movement, Consequently, in Indo-
China the revolution can only be
made, is only possible, by the ex-
ploited masses. These masses are on
the one hand small groups of work-
ers in the industries created by
French imperialism, and on the other
hand the great mass of small culti-
vators, small peasants, who are ex-
tremely poor and very close to the
proletariat. This is why for 15 or for
20 years there has not been in Indo-
China a movement purely nationalist
in character.

The fact is that the movement that
existed in Indo-China before the 1939
war was not a nationalist one. It con-
sisted of the Stalinist Party and the
Fourth International. After the col-
lapse of Japan, we witnessed the ac-
tual seizure of power by 'the prole-
tariat and the poor peasants.
Throughout the country it created
local committees, quite similar to
Soviets and the peasants. organized
a popular militia.

It was at this moment that, tragi-
cally enough, Stalinism put its hand
upon this mass movement, the move-
ment that the Stalinists had not cre-
ated and which was far deeper and
far broader than Stalinism itself
could have made it."

Stalinism was assisted by the enor-
mous personal prestige of Ho Chin
Minh, a prestige of which Ho Chin
Minh himself was very well aware.
When he spoke to-me in Paris last
summer he told“me-that even if the

masses became dlsappomted or dis-
illusioned in his policy they would
continue to follow him. Stalinism, in
order to really get hold of this move-
ment found it necessary to cut off
the masses from the more progres-
sive and revolutionary elements of
the Fourth Internationalists.
In the light of this | want o give
* you some details about Ta Thu Thau.
1t is quite possible that Ta Thu Thau
was assassinated by the Stalinists. |
will tell you exactly the story that
one of the Indo-Chinese Stalinist lead-
ers told me at Paris. Ta Thu Thau,

travelling in an automobile during the

uprising of the masses, crossed an
area where the people were up in
arms. By curious coincidence, in the
village about which | am speaking,
the Stalinists were in control of all
the levers of political and military
command. A guard demanded of Ta
that he step out of his automobile and
produce his papers. He replied a
bit brusquely, "How come you ask me,
Ta Thu Thau, to show my papers?"

What | am saying is the story told me, _

not my interpretation of it. The guard
placed him against the .nearby wall
and shot him.

The poliey that Moscow has diec-
tated to Ho Chin Minh is as follows:
We prefer, says Moscow, the exist-
ence or the presence in Indo-China
of the French, the so-called demo-
cratic French, rather than the pres-
ence of America. Consequently, it

was demanded of Ho Chin Minh that .

he find a basis for agreement or com-
promise with the French, as well as
with his own native ruling class. It is
as a consequence of this that Ho
Chin Minh made the Indo-Chinese
revolutionary movement go back. He
limited the power of the local com-
mittees, he disarmed the militia—in
short, he cut down considerably the
power and initiative of the masses in
favor of the power of the central
government.

HO CHIN MINH'S ACTIVITY

I had a discussion with Ho Chin
Minh on this question and I pnade an
allusion to Trotsky’s theory of the
permanent revolution. He replied
that all that is true, but it is all in
the books and between books and
reality there is a great difference

The Role of the Vatican in]l

‘By JACK ARTHURSON ]
PARIS, Jan. 31—To read the official

French dispatches about Indo-China,,
“the jewel of the French colonial
empire,” is to read what the bank of
Indo-China has to say. Not a single
fact representing the view of the
Indo-Chinese is permitted to pene-
trate the new censorship which is
only slightly stronger than earlier
bank control of news fwm this col-
ony.

The Viet-Nam revolt of Deec. 19 is:

an attempt to link up rich but thinly
populated Cochin-China in the south
with the poor but heavily populated
northern lands of Tonkin and Laos
and one-half of Annam, which had
been separated from éochm China
and Cambodia by an earlier French
measure of 1946. Against the Indo-
Chinese are ranged the Social-Demo-
crats and Stalinists of continental
France. They are in excellent com-
pany: former German S8 troops and
Japanese forces are in the French
army, operating under direct orders
of representatives of the bank of
Indo-China, to crush the uprising.

Admiral” d’Argenlieu, ng‘h Com-

missioner for Indo-China and a per-*
sonal appointee of the bank of Indo- °

China, is called the *“archbishop” by
the left press because of his years as
a Carmelite monk. He says the war
is a struggle between European de-
mocracy and “international Manx-
ism.” But what democracy is there
in the Catholic Church or the bank
of Indo-China which served Vichy-
fascist and Japanese imperialist as
well as French imperialist interests?

The close connection ¢f the bank
of Indo-China with the* “Catholic
World” (le Mondeé Catholique) of
high finance is “an open secret in
France, though carefully kept out of
public view. This does not prevent
the French labor press from asking,
“Does the Pope direct French coloni-
al policy?” Or, “did General Leclerc
report to the Pope last year?”

“THE BANK OF INDO-CHINA

Wheén Lt. Henri Leclere, son of
General Leclerc, returned with other
wounded from Indo-Chinese fighting,

‘he said on Jan. 30 to Soc1ahst Pres-

ident Vincent Auriol: _
Viet-Namese ‘troops, before evacuat-"

“At Hanoi,

ing the town, looted the bank of
Indo-China to the last frane.”

This is the bank that controls most
of this country of 23,000,000 people.
Lt. Leclerc, like his father, General
Leclerc (now rumored to be the suc-
cessor of Admiral d'Argenlieu as High
Commissioner) reflects the tremen-

.dous importance of Indo-China to the

"Catholic World" that- controls the
French army, French banks and
French coldnies.

Astride even the huge bank of
Indo-China rests the General Coloni-
al Company which though quite
young (founded in 1920) is the over-
all ruler of the banks of Paris, the
Low Countries, Credit Lyonnais and
numerous others. Augustin Hamon
shows in his exposé, “Les Maitres de
la France” (Vol. III, 1938), that the
big men and families behind these
banks and holding companies—Le-
bon, Moreau, Renaudin, Roudy,
Olivier and others—are key leaders
of the Catholic World.

Their connections ecriss-cross all
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leading, corporations, banks. and
holding groups; dand political admin-
istrators, in a§ skillful a system of
interlocking directorates and politi-
cal rule as ever contmlled a colonial
satrapy.

The Asiatic and African company
is linked to the bank of Indo-China
and the Messageries Navigation
through the Estier-Delpech family. A
former state 'inspector general of
mines and one-time state Resident Su-
perior in Indo-China, Pierre Guesde,
a ranking Catholic leader, "is the ad-
ministrator. He is naturally the rep-
resentative of this bank in the cor-
poration.” {Hamon, p. 191.)

Indo-Chinese and African Com-
mercial Union has as one of its ad-
ministrators Vice Admiral Charles
Dumesnil, linked by marriage “to
several financial groups.” (p. 192.)
Other military leaders have similar
family ties to financial circles.

The Corporation of Industries of
Dredging and Public Werks hod as
president of its council, Paul Baudouin,
director general of the bank of Indo-

- China, and Vichy's High Commissioner

for Indo-China, He united ecenomic
and political contrel in his own per-
son. Baudouin, now in Fresnes prison
on charges of collaboration, was con-
sulted by the Socialist Minister for
Colonies, Marius Moutet, before his
December trip %o Indo-China! This
scandalous sllnaﬂon was -hushed up
in Paris.

The Franco -Indo - Chinese Com-
pany, says Hamon, “appears to be
a business in the hands of several
families, above all of theé Catholic
world.” (p. 195.) They are linked to
the bank of Indo-China through fam-
ily connections. When one speaks of
France’s “200 families” it is not well
known abroad how closely these des-
cendants of the aristocracy, granted
colonial domains as fiefs, and work-
ing hand in glove with the Catholic
Church and its missionaries, have
maintained exclusive control of the
colonies for a century.

MANY-SIDED FINANCIAL CONTROL

After North Africa, Indo-China is
France’s most important colony.
“The nerve center of the capitalist
organism in this region is the bank
of Indo-China,” writes Hamon. Its
zone of influence included Djibouti,
Madagascar, French West Africa
and through cartel arrangements,
parts of China as well.

A bank of issue, credit and depos-
its, it controls nearly all Indo-Chi-
nese production. Its administrative
council is particularly interesting
because bank leaders were at once
colonial political leaders and eco-
nomic directors. Labussiere was a
“former state councillor.” “The bank
of Indo-China controls the economy

"of the colony and as a result the pol-

ities of the colony,” says Hamon, Its
directors also sit on the chief banks
of Paris: Credit Lyonnais, Comptoir
National d’escompte, Credit Indus-
triel and Commercial, Credit Fon-
cier, Bank of Paris and of the Low

.Countries, Socxete Generale. “These

financial organising are the real mas- '

ters of the bank of Indo-China,” adds
Hamon.

La Haute Banque (the high bank)
which is the French name for the mas-
ter banking families eof Rothschild,
Mirabaud, Mallet, Neuflize, Stern and
Lazard brothers are the administra-
tors of the bank of Indo-China, and
are linked "to Catholic finance and
some other lords of lesser power.
They do not act directly but’through
intermediary persons and also through
intermediary banking organisms." (p.
280.)

Baudouin, head of the bank of
Indo-China, is a remarkable adept
tool of the financial oligarchy. “M.
Paul Baudouin was one of two ex-
perts chosen by M. Vincent Auriol,
minister of the Popular Front, to
counsel it in its financial acts,”
writes Hamon. In 1936 Hamon called
Baudouin’s use (!) by the Socialists
“pleasant irony.” Today Auriol is
president of France and Baudouin,
though a prisoner awaiting trial for
collaboration after having failed to
reach Spain, is still consulted by the
Socialists and others on how to deal
with the Indo-Chinese. And the bank
of - Indo-China retains its grip,
whether under Vichy, Japan or the
Socialist Auriol. it

THE HIERARCHY AS MASTER

Looking at the totality of these
corporations and banks, Hamon
concludes that “one is led to state
that the great majority of these
members belong to the category of
Catholic capitalists or their repre-
sentatives. 1t follows from that that
the Catholic Church, with its congre-
gations, invested capital in colonial
enterprises. And that is logical, for
most of these exploitations are in
‘mission’ countries where the church
has considerable moral interests.”

While France itself is considered
generally anti-clerical, Hamon clari-
fies this seeming contradiction in
Catholic control: “This majority of
Catholic directors in colonial indus-
tries explains the influence of Catho-
lic cleriealism in the colonies and
consequently in the politics of even
so-called anti-anti-clerical govern-
ments. One recalls the words of
Gambetta: ‘Anti-clericalism is not an
article of export.””

Actual investments by the Catholic
Church are numerous, but are hidden
behind dummy investors and repre-
sentatives. Catholic missionaries were
the principal means for establishing
not merely capitalist industry in Indo-
China, but Catholic capitalist indus-
fries.

Indo-China proper under the Cath-
olics does not have even the rights of
North Africa. Instead it has been
divided into two distinet parts, sep-
arated by the 16th parallel, the An-
namites supposedly to rule an auton-
omous area north of the parallel,
while France retains direct control
of the richest area, Cochin-China,
which is south of the line.

and the difference is the realities éf
international politics. By that he
meant the desire of Moscow that the
French remain in power rather than
the Americans. As a result of this,
Ho Chin Minh signed an agreement
with the French government, the
agreement of March 6th. This agree-
ment was, in my opinion, a serious
error for the Viet Nam government,
because the French troops at that
time occupied only Cochin China.
North of the 16th parallel there
were no French troops, only Chinese.
And the result of the agreement of
March 6th was to peacefully permit
the French troops of Leclerc to oc:
cupy the province of Tongking.

At this moment, the French Trot-
skyists who had spoken with.Ho Chin
Minh and other representatives of
Viet Nam, warned them that if by
chance the French do not keep their
word they would find themselves in
a catastrophic situation, because the
French soldiers would already be
there. To this Ho Chin Minh replied,
if contrary to my hopes, the French
do not keep their word, we will fight
them as one man to the last. And to-
day he is keeping that word. &

And this is why today, despite our
political ecriticisms of Ho Chin
Minh’s policies, we render with emo-
tion homage to him and his people.
Henry Judd said before that the
French resumed the war in order to
create the possibility for another and
new agreement, more favorable to
them than the previous one. This is
correct but the explanation is not in
my opinion sufficient.

The real reason for the resump-
tion of the war is that at this mo-
ment the French are in danger of
losing their entire colonial empire.
Morocco, Algeria and even Madagas-
car await at this moment only the

signal to begin the struggle for their -

liberation. And the French govern-
ment is forced to renew its attack,

to adopt a policy of violence, in order -

to frighten these other colonial peo-
ples. I am convinced that in this des-
perate situation, the French bour-
geoisie has committed an almost fa-
tal mistake. I am almost certain thét
France will not succeed in putting
down this revolt.

THE FRENCH TROTSKYISTS

And now to finish with a few
words. I would like to answer the
question as to what the French
Fourth Internationalist Party has
been doing in this affair. First of all,
the day following the liberation we
had te face-in France the problem
of the Indo-Chinese who are now liv-
ing in France. There are three cate-
gories of Indo-Chinese living in
France. First of all, the students, in-

Inside Sfory of French lmpenahsm s Suppression
Of Colonial Freedom Told by a French Socialist

tellectuals, profes:-;mmatlslt doctors,
and so on. Secondly, workers who are
not soldiers but who are-sent from
Indo-China and . forced to become
workers in war industries. And final-
ly, ‘soldiers brought to France—In-
do-Chinese soldiers called sharp-
shooters.

It was these three categories, num- -

bering about 25,000, who constituted
themselves as an Indo-Chmese dele-
gation in France. This delegation

was admirably organized. The type:

of life of these workers and soldiers
permitted their organization an easy
time because they were concentrated
in war camps and army barracks.
They elected their delegates an_g
these delegates came together in a
national congress. And the intellect-

ual element put itself at the service:

of the workers delegations in a re-
markable fashion, We saw doctors
working in the hospitals, technicians
of all kinds who put themselves at
the service of workers delegates as
secretaries and organizers and
spokesmen.

The French party played an Impnr-
tant role in this. While respecting the
independence and the initiative of the
Viet Namese, it participated in the

organization, and aided the erganiza-
tion of these local committees. They

were organized so well that when Ho
Chin Minh came to France he felt an
attitude of discontent on the part of

the Indo-Chinese workers and soldiers:

against his compromise policy. This
was net an open actual achievement
on the part of the party but it had
been carried out under the influence
of the French Trotskyist organization.

Since the war began again, two meet-,

ings were organized.

You have seen in the Fourth Inter-
national press here that the first

meeting was banned by the pohce ;

and when held it was attacked and
the participants beaten up by the
French police. The second meeting
took place last week. It was also for-
bidden and the General Secretary of
the party was arrested and is still in
prison.

The French party finds itself in a

difficult position with respeet ‘to its

activities on behalf of Indo-China be- .

cause it is operating in a war atmos-
phere. You know from previous:ex-
perience that when there is a war on
the revolutionists - find themselves
alone. All the organizations that had
previously expressed their sympathy
for the Indo-Chinese are quiet now—
no longer wish'to do anything. But
this isolation does not frighten us.
On the contrary, it is living proof to

the Viet Namese people and the na-

tionalist movements in other ‘“colo-
nies” that only the Fourth Interna-

tional is at their side at the time’

when they have to fight.

il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans

additional dependent.

_ year of service,,
IX. For Peace and Freedom

“ment

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator. clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises. :

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for # $5000 annual minimum per family.

lIl. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 2560 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hgspitals and other needed community facilities:

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control. '

VI. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

Vil. Open the ‘Doors to the Jews

For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2, For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted 1rnm|¢rntwn
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

VIll. For Full Economic and Educational Opportunities for

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin-
gle veterans and $556 for married veterans, plus $6 a week for each :

2. For immediate grantmg of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own fu-
ture. For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2, For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home, For-an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-

For an independent Labcr Party of the workers and working farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Pemo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!
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By LUIS H. VELASCO

HE South American con-
Ttinent is a virgin territory
of enormous natural resources,
rich in basic materials, but un-
til recently poor in industry
and capital; hence a rich and
savory dish for imperialism.
Outside of the most advanced
countries (Brazil, Argentina
and to a certain extent Chile),
the major part of this conti-
nent is submerged under a

semi-feudal economy and social
without revolutionary
changes sinece the Spanish-colonial
era. Only Brazil and Argentina suc-
ceeded in recent decades in making
important progress in the industrial-
ization of their countries, which was
so important that it changed their
economic and social structure.

Both Brazil and Argentina today
possess industry which is of great
weight in Squth America. Thereby
political and social cenvulsions are
being prepared in these countries.
The Eurcpean wars and the self-
destruction of the European impe-
rialisms allowed Brazil and Argen-
tina to achieve a certain degree of
national economic independence. But
this breathing-spell has alréady end-
ed. In our times there are neither
countries nor continents which are
isolated. In the mortal inter-imperi-
alist struggle, the Western Hemis-
phere is, another battle-ground be-
tween the United States and Stalin-
ist Russia.

The "good neighbor" policy of
Roosevelt established strong support
for American imperialism. The credits
bestowed on Brazil are simultaneously
the basis for the "continental de-
fense" and North American economic
penetration. The important obstacle
in this path is Argentina, whose grow-
ing industry is opposed to the colonial

methods of Wall Street, having been

buttressed by the political and eco-
nomic support of German imperialism
before the war's end. As a result of
her defeat in the war, Germany's po-
sitions in Argentina have been largely
lost, as is the case with the French
and partially the British. Today the
rival suitors for the rich "creole vir-
gin" are Yankee capitalism and the
bureaucratic imperialism of Stalin!

Yankee imperialism wields power-

s N

In accordance with its policy of printing articles by revolutionary social-
ists from every part of the globe, LABOR ACTION is pleased to print here
this highly informative article by Comrade Luis H. Yelasco, a South American
socialist. It provides information and analysis in harmony with the article of
Anthony Ferrara in last week's LABOR ACTION. Especially striking is its
report on the role of the South American Stalinists who have furned to the
support of such reactionaries and semi-fascists as Peron in Argentina.—Ed.
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tion; loans, export of commodities,
money, purchase of basic materials
and South American products. Dur-
ing the war the United States devel-
oped all of' South American rubber,
primarily Brazilian and Bolivian. It
also bought minerals, primarily Bo-
livian tin. Isolated from European
industry, the South American coun-
tries had to buy the surplus of North
Ameriean industry, often at higher
prices and of poorer quality. This
Yankee “commercial” policy causes
much anti-American reaction among
the Latin-American peoples, thus
facilitating the subsequent penetra-
tion of Russia, which is trying to
replace German imperialism in
South America.

THE GROWTH OF
THE STALINIST PARTIES

In the course of the late war the
Stalinist parties succeeded, thanks
to the growth of Russian military
prestige, in winning relatively strong
positions. This process was favored
still further by the defeat of Nazism.
The mestizo [white and Indian hy-
brid—tr.] petty-bourgeoisie suffers
from a sickly nationalism and there-
fore first threw itself into the arms
of Nazism and now native Stalinism.
The South American workers do not
have class traditions, since the social
strata still are in the process of for-
mation and therefore are easy prey
for fascism and native Stalinism, as
in Argentina.

South American national polities
is not based on the struggle of po-
litical programs which correspond to
consistent social relations and defi-
nite social classes. Social relations
in South America lack consistency
and firmness. The struggle for pow-
er reduced itself, until recently, to
the struggle of segments and cliques

.of the feudo-bourgeoisie and the mil-

itary. Thus the notorious native
“caudillismo” [fuehrer - principle—
tr.]

There are no programs or firm po-
litical movements with o long per-
specﬂ\re. but native caudilios who in-

stall the bloody dictatorships and
govern the country according to their
“seignorial" pleasure. It is therefore
a fertile soil for penetration of Stal-
inism which, by leaning on caudillism,
knows how }o nourish the hopes of the
petti-bourgeois masses by "progres-
sive" and "anti-imperialist" phrases,
in order to raise social armies in the
service of Russian i'm.perlclis'm. just as
Nazism knew how to raise its fifth
columns in the service of German im-
perialism.

Native Stalinism, not burdened by
a revolutionary tradition, has no
need for ideological or moral seru-
ples. It therefore proceeds with com-
plete cynicism and unlimited oppor-
tunism, to poison the workers with
synthetic mationalism (in South
Ameriea there is no natural, histori-
cal nationalism), with up-to-date
caudillismo “a la russe” and with
ersatz, “made-in-Moscow” socialism.

HOW PRESTES SOLD OUT
FOR A PLATE OF LENTILS

The industrial development in
Brazil created a relatively strong
labor movement which knew how to
emancipate itself from the influence
of the dictator, Getulio Vargas. The
Communist leader, Carlos Luis Pres-
tes, formerly called the “knight of
hope,” who spent nine years in Var-

gas’ prison, sold out his glorious

past and the “hope” of the “cariocas”
proletariat to their persecutor for a

miserable plate of lentils—his free-

dom and the “legalization” of the
Communist Party. In the Brazilian
elections, where the candidate of
bourgeois “democracy,” Gomes, ran
against General Dutra and against
Vargas, the Communists suported
Vargas and indirectly the ex-faseist,
Dutra. Now, seeing the pro-Yankee
policy of Dutra, they go over to a
noisy opposition, characterized by
declarations “against imperialism”
and oaths of loyalty to Stalinist
Russia. The knight of hope became
a hireling of Stalinism and Vargas-
ism.

ed by Geronimo Ghioldi, unleashed
a campaign of resounding phrases
against “Nazi-fascist Peron,” form-
ing the “democratic front” with the
bourgecisie and the reformist social-
ists of Palacios, sponsored by the un-
successful politician from the United
States, Braden.

But when Peron won, the master in
the Kremlin ordered a change of front
and the Argentine Communists order-
ed their adherents to support the

"progressive' policy of Peron. The
GPU caught poor Braden in a #rap,
thus undermining the Yankee “good
neighbor' policy. Now the same Stal-
inists combat "Bradenism.” The Stal-
inist maneuver prepares the ground
for the resumption of political and
commercial relations between Argen-
tina and Stalinist Russia. Neverthe-
less, in spite of the promises of the
Stalinists, Peron feels himself strong
and admits no partners; the social
base of Peron is broad and that of the
Stalinists narrow. They are reduced
to a policy of adulatory phrases and
sterile courtesies toward the Nazi-
fascist regime of Peron.

"The Chilean Stalinists have had
the greatest successes in the last
presidential elections, where in a
coalition with the radiecal party, Ga-
briel Gonzalez Videla was elected as
a Stalinist candidate.* The new
Chilean régime, supported by the
Stalinists, affirmed a commercial
treaty with Peron’s Argentina, ob-
taining a loan of 300,000,000 Argen-
tine pesos. It is the first success of
the Kremlin, which is trying to form
an anti-Yankee bloc around Argen-
tine fascism, but a very dubious sue-
cess, since Perori does not intend to
submit to Russian penetration. He is
merely playing the Muscovite card
in the game of blackmail against
North American capitalism.

THE STALINIST POLICIES
IN BOLIVIA AND PERU

Now the Stalinist penetration tries
to ally Bolivia with the Peron bloc.
The fall of Villarocel brought very
sour comments in Moscow as a “Yan-
kee plot,” in spite of the ingenious
enthusiasm of the Chilean and Bo-
livian Staliinsts.¥illaroel and Paz-
Estenssoro, high ‘Peruvian Nazi-fas-
cist, were allied with Peron and

*The three Chilean ministers are
the. first American Stalinists with
state portfolios. Of course, their con-
science does not bother them in form-
ing a cealition with: the bourgeoisie,
something greatly condpmt‘lPG by the
Stalinists themselves in their eur]y
Vears. -

therefore with Stalin. The PIR
(Stalinists), expelled from the Bo-
livian bourgeois democratic front,
tried to join the proletarian “left
front.” Receiving a kick from the
Bolivian proletariat, they joined a
coalition with the Bolivian liberals to
assure the electoral triumph of the
liberal, Guachalla, former Bolivian
ambassador to the United States.

In Peru, the Stalinists are of no
importance, being reduced to a “tail”
of APRA, the petty-bourgeois party
of Haya de la Torre.

The Stalinist policy in all of South .

America has two aims and two "prin-
ciples™: (1} to serve Russian imperiai-
ism and (2) to get the seat of power
at all costs, even in a miner rele, in
order to accomplish the first task as-

signed by Moscow.

The cynical policy of native Stal-
inism produces among the conscious
proletarians and the Marxist intel-
lectuals a spontaneous resistance
which is being ‘transformed into a
left-labor current. The growth of

“the left wing all over South America
" is associated with the loss of reputa-

tion of Stalinism.

TWO CURRENTS OF

REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM

The left-wing current is divided in
all countries into two branches: the
official Trotskyists and the revolu-
tionary socialists. In Brazil both
groups exist, the revolutionary so-
cialist party in our opinion develop-
ing a more agile political activity
and theoretical work of some promi-
nence. In Argentina, aside from the
Trotskyist organization, there is a
strong left wing in the socialist
party, primarily in the youth, led by
the Marxists who edit “The Initia-

tor,” youth organ, and ‘“Socialism,”

organ of left socialism in Jujuy, one
of the centers of the sugar prole-
tariat. In Chile also, aside from the
able Trotskyist organization, there
are the left socialists who combat
Stalinism. In Peru the left-wing in-
tellectuals are grouped around the
review, “Continental,” while the sec-
tion of the Fourth International pub-
lishes “Revolution.”

Nevertheless, incredible as it may
seem, the left-wing labor movement is
strongest in Bolivia. This phenomenon
is a result of the unilateral Belivian
economy which rests upon mining de-
velopment, primarily tin. Utilizing the
fall of Nazi-fascism, the Bolivian Trot-
skyists who make up the POR (Revo-
lutionary Workers Party) knew how

“#o ‘lead ‘the ‘mining: proletariat and o

The South American Sfahmsts Sell Out for “a Plate of Lentils”’

direct the magnificent miners' eun-
gress. On the initiative of the miners’
union, the Workers' Center, a new
class union center, was formed.

The Bolivian bourgeoisie is very
frightened, for the 60,000 mine work-
ers can paralyze the entire national
economy. The Stalinists offer their
services as hangmen to the mining
magnates against the mining prole-
teriat. In addition, the PSOB, the
Socialist Workers Party of Navarro,
edits a newspaper, “Batalla,” adding
to the practical work of the POR
consistency of doctrine and agitation.
The Bolivian Trotskyists are the
first in all of South America to lead

a mass movement. They are the first
on the whole American continent to
win Trotskyist parliamentary seats.

The task of the North American
Marxist parties consists in tying
themselves with fraternal bonds to
the left Latin-American ecurrents,
giving them theoretical consistency
and practical help of class solidarity,
in order to build the American pro-
letarian third camp against imperi-
alism and Stalinism. In order to ac-
complish this task it is necessary to
unite both left currents into a single
party, conquering all the sectarian-
isms and prejudices of groups and
leaders.

Crisis in Education - -

(Confinued from page 3)

ing by leaps and bounds in the pres-
ent situation, is affiliated with the
AFL. And the CIO has organized a
number of locals in various cities.
This is a.good omen. But teachers
are still full of antiquated prejudices
about the incompatibility of profes-
sional dignity and the use of the
strike weapon., Such views are re-
flected in the no-strike policy of the
American Federation of Teachers
and in public statements by its lead-
ers, The CIO locals which talk more
militantly do not have an avowed
strike policy. Under the pressure of
necessity, AFT locals have conducted
strikes, Strike sentiment among its
members forced the Executive Coun-
cil of the AFT ‘to endorse the St.
Paul strike, albeit after it was over.
The strike of the Buffalo teachers
scheduled for February 24 will be
conducted - by an AFT local. By a
vote of more than iwo to one on
Feh. 15 the Detroit local of the AFT
voted for a strike.

In New York failure' on the part of
the leaders of the present struggle to
give a clear and unambiguous push in
the direction of a strike caused the
teachers to lose a favorable moment
to decide on such action and enables
Dewey to maneuver skillfully against
them. Shortly before Dewey made his
recommendations to the state legis-
lature last month for inadequate and
femporary salary increases, strike
sentiment among New York City
teachers was at its ‘height. Had a
strike vote been taken then it is more
than likely it would have shown a
majority for a strike. The threat of a
strike in the largest -educational sys-:

ful economic weapons in its penetra-

#In Argentina the Stalinists, head-
¥ . 190"
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The following excerpt continues the publication in LABOR ACTION of an

" election campaign pamphlet published by the Los Angeles branch of the

Workers Party. Its uufhnr is Hal Draper, candidate of the Workers Party for
city councilman from the Seventh District of Los Anqeles. We are publishing
this pamphlet not only because of the material it contains on the Los Angeles
situation, but also because its description and analysis of Jim Crow, as well
as its program %o fight Jim Crow, are of interest to readers throughout the
country. Readers wishing to purchase copies of the pamphlet may do so by
writing to the Workers Party, at 316"z W, Pico, Los Angeles.
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Walter Wanger, the motion.pictur.e producer and a member
of the Committee, contributed the brilliant suggestion that the

“police should improve its public relations with the Negro press,

and a motion was passed. That’s all, folks.

All the cases of police brutality we have mentioned took place
after this conference.

Negro police officers on the force have always been relegated
to routine tasks in uniform and neither promoted nor given in-
centive and opportunity. There has been a steady decline under
Bowron’s administration in the number of Negroes assigned to
the Newton Street detective bureau. When the present crew
came into City Hall in 1938, a Negro was acting captain at the
station. Now there is not one colored detective-lieutenant there
and only two detectives. In the entire force the number of Ne-
gro detectives has gone down almost half, and the number of
detective-lieutenants to zero. Does anyone think these facts have
no connection with the mounting menace of KKKism in the po-
lice force?

What does “respect for law and order” begin to mean under
such conditions? How can one expect Negroes, who see the hand
of the government and its police raised against them every day
of their lives, to feel anything but resentment against an author-
ity which oppresses them so cruelly? Economic exploitation and
racial oppression—these are the twin evils of capitalism which
produce crime as a blind, anti-social protest against an intoler-
able way of life forced on subject groups, whether white or Ne-
gro.

Poison—Beware!
Anyone who thinks this is just the Negroes’ fight is making

the mistake that keeps Jim Crow going and growing.

That goes for white workers who think race prejudice is not
their concern. That also goes for Negro workers who come to
the conclusion: “The whole white race is my enemy.” If Doth
sides keep the conflict on a race basis, then Jim Crow wins auto-
matically. -

Let's be prc:hcul about it. For Negro workers, race hatred
is a club. For white labor, race hatred is a slow poisen. The only

" ones who benefit are those who exploit both. The only hope of

victory is through working-class solidarity.
Negroes belong to a minority group, so called, by v1rtue of
color. But Negro workers (and 90 per cent of Negroes are

im Crow in Los Angeles-1V

workers) belong to the great MAJORITY GROUP of this coun-
try. That great MAJORITY GROUP is the working class, all of
whom are exploited by the capitalist profit-makers in an .eco-
nomic system that breeds race-hatred along with the profit.

When that MAJORITY GROUP closes its ranks and under-
stands its interests as an awakened CLASS, the Jim Crow sys-
tem will disappear like its ancestor, the slave system.

That is why the first principle of capitalism is—DIVIDE
AND RULE. Set native-born against foreign-born, Jew against
Gentile, Negro against white, and laugh your head off while you
pick the pockets of all of them. :

So the poison of “white supremacy” is carefully pumped into
the heads of white workers by the whole raachinery of educa-
tion, movies, radio, newspapers, and so on.

One of the factories of these racial myths is right in our city
—the big dream factory known as Hollywood. Here, where the
pap for people’s thinking is doctored up and slanted, the Negro
people are systematically portrayed only in the role of humble
menial, entertainer or Uncle Tom—so that when Europeans met
American Negro soldiers in the life theéy were honestly surprised
to find just MEN like themselves.

This is the kind of poison, spread not by the Gerald Smiths -

and the KKK but by respectable powers in our society like Holly-
wood and the press, which lies at the bottom of race riots. .Los
Angeles too has seen these.

There was the pogrom of June, 1943, which the newspapers
camouflaged under the name of the “zoot-suit riots.” Carey Me-
Williams described it in his book, Southern California Country:
“Roaming the downtown streets, a mob of 38,000 hoodlums
dragged Mexicans, Filipinos and Negroes from motion-picture
theaters and street cars, beat them on the streets and sidewalks
and in many cases stripped them of their clothing. During the
rioting, policemen watched the violence, made no attempt to
intervene, and arrested the victims of the mob after the mob
had finally abandoned them.”

This, like the notorious Sleepy Lagoon case of August, 1942,
involved the Mexican minority mainly, but perhaps even more

dangerous have been recent outbreaks of race violence in the

public schools directed against Negroes. In January the Gom-
pers Junior High and in July the Manual Arts High School saw
vicious attacks by white boys upon colored pupils, and in 1945
there had also been several similar events in schools.

The racist poison seeps from the fop down to those who are
the stupidest, most uneducated and fascist-minded, and gives
them the idea of venting all their hatreds and fears of insecurity
upon minority peoples as scapegoats. If they can even succeed
in setting one minority against another, then indeed the race-
baiters enjoy a good belly-laugh.

Last July many Negroes in Los Angeles received postcards
from something.called the “Gentile League” warning them to
“Beware of the Jews” and “slimy Jewish finance,” All this has
the same origin as similar propaganda against Negroes. Divide
and rule!

RS S A T T R e L S R R RO

The same Jewish fraternity at USC which was the vietim
of the KKK outrage had itself not long before been one of the
signers of the anti-Negro restrictive covenant there. In the same
way, Negroes who fall for anti-Semitic or nationalistic anti-
white propaganda are digging their own pitfalls. Victory lies
only in real unity on class lines—black and white labor fighting
together to give the nation’s wealth back to the nation’s workers.

Labor Is the Enemy of Jim Crow

This means in the first place a determined struggle inside the
trade unions-to destroy every sign of Jim Crow n the labor move-
ment. Every Negro worker knows how widespread this disgrace
is, especially in the AFL. The fight against it is gaining, nation-
ally and in Los Angeles. The grweat “Operation Dixie” of the
CIO and AFL, the drive to organize Southern labor, is forcing
even race-minded AFL craft unions to reconsider their restric-
tions, because the fight itself makes clear that labor can advance
only with racial solidarity.

In Los Angeles the AFL Central Council has taken a step
against the great evil through a new Committee to Combat In-
tolerance and through aid to the East Side Labor Committee.
This is still only a token. But this is the direction for the strug-
gle—not to reject the unions with scorn but to fight to make
them clean instruments of class solidarity.

Even with the running sore of Jim Crowism in many trade
unions, it is the labor movement andr only labor which has been
the greatest enemy of race discrimination. In Los Angeles, the
pressure of the CIO Auto Workers is forcing the auto plants to
open the doors to Negro production workers. After a fight by
Local 216 and the threat of action by CIO-UAW President Wal-
ter Reuther, the General Motors plant in Southgate last July
yielded and began hiring Negroes in production departments.

Labor stands to gain by abolishing Jim Crow—Capital needs
the Jim Crow system—this is why the working class movement
is basically the ally of the Negro struggle.

Negroes can no more distrust any white just becauge he is
white than they can trust any Negro just because of his race.
It is not a question of color. In the early months of 1946, the
Culinary Workers Union started an organization drive in the
Central Avenue district. The average wage of culinary workers
in this area was 20 to 50 per cent lower than in other sectfons
of the city. Negro employers came forth with the very same argu-
ments for segregation and wage discrimination .as their white
capitalist brethren.

The Central Avenue “community” turned out to be not one
‘but TWO: the community of employers versus the community

of labor. Race segregation and Jim Crowism, it was made clear,

is indeed in the interests of certain Negro business and profes-
sional elements, who use the segregated Negro districts as their
own preserves for exploiting the members of their own race.
Black or white, the stream of profit is thicker than the Dblood
stream.

tem in the country would have been a
compelling factor in granting better
salary increases and making them
permanent. :

But the leadership here composed
of Stalinists, Socialists, Democratic
Party politicos, and a variety of
others, decided against a poll. Dewey
made his recommendations and took
the edge off the dissatisfaction of the
public and teacher protest. Strike
sentiment in New York City declined
although a strong minority 1s still
for it,

But upstate where the conditions
of the teachers is worse than it is in
New York City, Dewey’s maneuver
failed to allay the protest. The Buf-
falo teachers are apparently deter-
mined to strike. And teachers in
other cities continue to exert strong
pressure on their Assemblymen for
more adequate pay and inereased
state aid. This pressure is reflected
on Dewey and there is now the pos-
mblllty that some additional coneces-
sions may be made to upstate teach-

ers.

Should this eome fo pass the New
York teachers will be left in an
awkward position. If they are it will
be because they were misled at the
critical moment.

ROLE OF THE LABOR' MOVEMENT
N THE TEACHERS STRUGGLE

Why does the labor movement sit
by while the teachers conduect a sin-
gle handed fight? Why is there no
ground swell of indignation against
the unsatisfactory situation in edu-
cation? Why is there no concern over
the inadequate education the chil-
dren of workers are receiving in a
decaying sysbem‘? What a strange
spectacle it is to see the labhor move-
ment which pioneered for free uni-
versal public education a eentury ago
stand aloof from the present strug-
gle! What is the significance of an
attitude which at least by implica-
tion assigns to the class enemy an
exclusive proprietary right and con-
cern with the problem of public edu-
cation? If the embattled teachers
achieve nothing else than that they
force this issue on the consciousness
of the labor and revolutionary move-
ments they will have made a great
contribution.

: Lahor has a right and an'obliga-
tion to intervene in the present
struggle. Support of the teachers
fight is a means of improving the
education of working class children
who constitute a majority of all the
pupils.

Progressive
Education--

(Continued from page 3)

very start by the conditions which
capitalism necessarily imposes upon
them: overcrowded schools and con-
sequent complete inability of the av-
erage teacher to pay adequate atten-
tion to each student; texthooks, the
great majority of which are written
in conformity with the ideas of the
American Legion rather than any
sincere attempt to present all the
facts; individual teaching systems
under the domination of conservative
school boards which, at the most,
borrow only from the methods of
progressive edueation and complete-
ly reject its ends; and finally, the
great obstacle of a society whose
every propaganda organ, radio,
newspapers, magazines and movies,
is busy indoctrinating the young
beople with the eternal verities of
American capitalism.

This book, nevertheless, is of great
value. It strips bare all the pretenses
of the intellectual defenders of re-
action. Hook takes up all the argu-
ments for studying life through the
medium of the “100 great books” and
demonstrates with unassailable logie
that in 1ea11t'y such a program can
only result in turning out unthink-
ing; uneritical slaves fit .only for life
in a totalitarian system, but not for
participation in a demoecratic society.

Ve : N\
THINGS ARE TOUGH
ALL OVER DEPARTMENT

From The New Yorker magazine,
Feb. B, 1947, page 64:

“The women of New York, trapped
in their basic black wools, and tired
old minks, grow fretful in February
and look for release...” ete.

Pretty tough when e_ven the mink
are tired.
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‘ story from Newsweek
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Write to Box 221 for information.
BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 West Preston St.

Meetings of Socialist Youth League
held every Friday at § p.m.

Public forums are held second Fri-
day of each month.

For details of Workers
branch, contact above address.

BUFFALO

HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

_LABOR ACTION,
2nd floor, Chicago 7.

Telephone—CHEsapeake 5788

Office hours: 3-6:36 p.m. dailly, ex-
cept Bundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day evenings.

CLASSES—uvery TFriday night at
8 o'clock on a series of Marxist clas-
gics. Led by Albert Goldman.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE busi-
ness meetings held every Sunday at
7:30. Forums held three times' a

Pa 1'!.)(

1501 W, Madison,

" month on Sundays at B:30.

~ CLEVELAND

The Cleveland Dranch of the Work-

ers Party meets every Thursday at
8:00 p.m. !

The Cleveliand Dranch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets cvery Tues-
day.

‘Deflnite headquarters are not yet,
egtablished for cither of Lhese meet-
ings.

Youth socinls are held cvery Fnd"l,y
or Saturday night.
For further information write Der-

nard Douglas, P, O. Box 1190, Station
B, Cleveland, Ohio,
DETROIT

Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
9 and 10. Telephone: PLaza 5559
Write or phone for information

about the discussion group on "Sta-
. Hnism."
LOS ANGELES

Headguartérs at 8161 W. Pico,
near Olive, .Telephone: RIchmond
7-3230.

Office hours: 2 to B pm, daily ex-
cept Sunday.

-March 16, Sunday, at § p.m.—Hear
Max Shachtman, national chairman of
the Workers Party, on “Socialism in
the Atomic Age,” at the IEmbassy Au-
ditorium, South Hall, 9th.and Grand.
. All LABOR ACTION, readers in Los
Angeles are invited to help in our
election campaign now going on in

the 7th Councilmanic District, We
need your aid. Wrilte or phone the
above address (if no answer, phone

AX 2-9067) to find out how you can
particlpate Pitch in!

I.OU!SVII.I.E

For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New Intefnational
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant Box 1181 houisviﬂe I{y

|y 24 e

I'«fEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market' St.

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
P, m.; Wedneaday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Torums every Friday at-8:30 p.m.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
a.nvx to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until 6 p.m.

. Refreshments

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
iy in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH:

Meets every
Thurscfay at 8:15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.
HARLEM BRANCH: Meéts every
Wednesday, 8:16 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave, (near 126th St.), room 1(6.
CENTRAL BRANCH: Meéts every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers

Party Cify Center, 114 West 14th St.,

third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 8:16 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 1l4th St.
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -..th St., third floor.

BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p:m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton 8t., secohd floor,

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at 8:16 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCTALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor. I

For further information conecerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
IST YOUTH LEAGUE and LABOR
ACTION SCHOOL in New York City
please write or visit the Workers
Party City Center at 114 West 14th
St., third ﬂoor. or phone CHelsea
2-9681. ;

READING

.~ For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. O. Box 1671. e
~Regular class on the "Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism’ ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 Weat Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd Aoor).

! WP branch meeta Wednesday at
8 pm, -

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8§:00 p.m.
cents.

‘LABOR ACTION FORUMS each
Sunday at 8:15 p.m, LABOR ACTION
HALL, 1139 West Girard Ave.,, N. I,
corner of 12th and Girard.

ST. LOUIS |
Write Douglas Bridee, 6317 Corbitt
Avenue, University City 14.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on the activities
of the Workeérs Party in the San
IF'rancisco Bay .area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St, Room 208,
Oakland 7, Calif.

Open forums held every other Sun-
day, starting. Sunday, January 19.
Forums held at above addreéss (a few
doors ..off. Broadway=.on. Tenth). I'or-

unis start at 8:00 p.m: Admission frec.

_served. For exact
schedule of dates and subjects, write
above address,

SEATTLE

Write to P. 0. Box 29, University
Post Office, for information.

7
.

For information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. Y.

New International Surveys
Critical Situation in Spain

By ELEANOR MASON

When Franco goes will the gener-
als remain? That Franco's days are
numbered, no one doubts for a mo-
ment. From the extreme right-wing
generals and monarchists to the
masses who strike under the eyes of
armed police—everyone knows: that
the régime, bereft of all its economic,
political and moral props, must col-
lapse. The Spanish problem today,
therefore, revolves about the ques-
tion of how the Franco régime will

Where You Can Buy
Labor Action and
New International
AKRON

Kallas Cigar Store, 1 W. Markef St.
News Exchange, b1 8. Main St.
National News Co., 333 S. Main St.
lLa Salle Contectionery, 620 S. Main
8t
BALTIMORE
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CLEVELAND, . .
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Family Newsstand, dewntown, in
front of IFamily Theater.
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Woodward, near Davison. 1
LOUISYILLE
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NEWARK
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READING . ;
Southwesat corner, Fifth and- Penn
Sts LABOR ACTION only.

PHILADELPHIA

LABOR ACTION:
N.E. cor. 11th and Walnut.~
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 156th and Market.
8.1. cor. 19th and Market.
N.E. cor. 16th and Seybert.
Nr. N.E. cor, Broad St and Girard

Ave,

New !ntematlonnls
N:E. cor. 11th and Walnut.
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 16th and Market.
. A O cgr Brogd a.nd quumbta..

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San Franeclsco:

2069 Fillmore St.

Golden Gate News Agency, 81 3rd
Street.
3 McDonald's Bookstore, 887 ‘Mlssion
i A

Paul Elder's Bbokstore. 239 Post St.
(NI only).

Derkeley:
Whelens, Bancmft and Te!egraph.

SEATTLE

102 Washington Street.

opposite

13501

be displaced- and by whom. The an-
swer to this question provides the
key which will unlock the Spanish
enigma. This is the problem dealt
with in “After Franco—What?” in
the February issue of the T'he New
International.

Two major forces are engaged in
the struggle for power in Spain.

- Within the country the ,working

class, spurred on by its intolerable
economic plight, is cautiously but
firmly demonstrating its opposition.
Internationally, in the United Na-
tions and within the rival coalitions
of Spanish politicians in exile, the
imperialist rivals are working in
frenzied haste “to consummate their
particular aims before the revolution
from below takes place.” -

But' the immediate danger to the
Franco régime does not come from
the working class opposition. The
armed forces of the underground
are still too weak to strike for power
without an internal crisis of the ré-
gime. “Franco’s main and immedi-
ate danger comes from the growing
and articulate opposition that ema-
nates from the bourgeoisie and the
military hierarchy.” General Antonio
Aranda, commander of Franco's
forces on the Asturian front during
the, civil war, was recently sent into
exile just before he was to testify at
a trial of fourteen Spanish republi-
cans accused. of conspiring to over-
throw the Franeco régime in 1944.
His exile disrupted negotiations he
had obviously been carrying on with
leaders of the Democratic Alliance,

BIG POWERS CLASH

Internationally the strugele for
Spain takes place between Anglo-
American imperialism and Russian
imperialism.
ance serves as the front for the for-
mer, the Giral cabinet covering up
the Stalinists for the latter. Al-
though the battle rages furiously be-
tween them, neither ‘Moscow nor
Wat;hmgtowLondon desires an un-
controlled movement from below.

Against this background, British
maneuvers in the UN are under-
standable. Their agreement to with-
draw their -chief envoy blocked the
Russian-Polish move to invoke eco-
nomic and political sanctions that
might have precipitated events too
duickly for the British.

Both imperialist camps are jock-
eying. for position—on the .alert
dgainst the Spams revolution. The
answer of the world working class
must be: No ‘imperialist interven-
tion in Spain. All- proletarian sup-
port to the Spanish revolution.
EVALUATES KOESTLER

“Koestler and Jewish Fascism,” a
review of Arthur Koestler’s “Thieves
in the Night” raises a series of pro-
vocative questions regarding the
author and his ideas.

; Koestler is important, states W.
Brooks, the writer of the review, be-
cause he has provided his liberal fol-

The Democratic - Alli-

.\’

lowers with a good conscience, Thié
he does by raising questions of the
utmost relevance, but stating them

_incorrectly and . answering  them

falsely. “Through intricate argu-
ments. and refined mental reserva-
tions” Koestler gives his followers
the necessary ideology which permits
them “to find certainty when howl-
ing with the pack”—for example,
support of the last war..

In “Thieves in the Night” Koest—
ler emerges as the partisan of ex-
treme Jewish nationalism and the
dedication of his book to Jabotinsky
only serves to underscore his views.
Koestler's entire support goes to the
Irgun Zwai Leumi. Throughout the
book there are allusions that Pales-
tine through some mystical intercon-
nection between the country and its
inhabitants belongs to the Jews. .

And, says Brooks, because the book
is above all a political tract and not
a_novel, characterizations are ex-
tremely crude black-and-white delin-
eations. “All Jewish advocates of a
brute-force conquest of ‘their’ coun-
try are noble characbers, .anyone
else vicious, moronic. A Jew who ad-
vocates an understanding with the
Arabs and their acceptance into the
unions is personally marked by a
squint and physical cowardice. There
is not one sympathetic Arab in the
book.

To both the admirers and antag-
onists 6of Arthur Koestler we recom-
mend this thought~p10vokmg review
of his latest work.

OTHER ARTICLES

“The Marxist Movement in Cey-
lon,” an important document of the
Bolshevik-Leninist Party of India,
establishes the program for the revo-
lutionary party in Ceylon. Of intet-
est to the American reader is the
valuable hlstoncal materidl and the
p:cture of the ‘current political scene
in Ceylon.

“Post-Stuttgart Germany,” by Ge.:-
trude Blackwell and Henry Judd, ex-

“ amines the reversal of impe'riaiist

policy in Germany with a detailed
economic analysis.

The balance of the February issue
is given over to Irving Howe’s réply
in the controversy over Historical
method; “The Role of Centrism. in
France’ by Saul Berg—an hlstoric_al

. survey of French centrist politics;

reviews of F. L. Schuman’s “Soviet

Politics” and John Dos Passos
“First Encounter.”
k :
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Note fo Redders:.

We have a number of back
copies of The New International,
which we:® will send as sample
copies for the price of postage.
Send us your name and address,
together with a threé-cent stamp,
or send us a list of your friends
who you think shou]d know' about
the NI, and enclose thrée cents
per name.

/

A Question About -
On-the-Job Training

Dear Sir:

In the January 20 issue of LABOR
ACTION, James Fenwick, in his ar-
ticle, “Taking Off, Mr. Bolste?” re-
fers to the wage cuts instituted by
Omar Bradley in the on-the-job train-
ing program. I would like to know
how the on-the-job training program
caused wage cuts.

Sincerely,
L. J., Wilmingion, Ohio.

The article in question did not

‘make the point that the on-the-job-

training program caused wage cuts.
It stated that General Bradley “initi-
ated the wage cuts in the on-the-job
training program.”

It was Bradley who last year, util-
izing the excuse that some employers
were chiseling on the program by
“training” executives for their posts
at fancy figures like $700 a monnth,
proposed that subsistence grants not
be given beyond a total income of

$175 per month for single men and -

$200 per month for married men. The
proposal was incorporated in Senate

Bill 2477 and passed by Congress.

This meant a wage cut for a consid-
erable number of veterans who were
earning more than these figures. This
is what was referred to in the artl-
cle.

The program itself, however, did
induce unscrupulous employers to in-
stitute wage cuts, as the following
reveals: “A
veteran working as a garage mechan-
ic in a small Southern town was get-
ting $35 a week. When the' garage
offered to train him as a foreman,
he accepted. They promptly cut his
pay to $23 a week, explaining that
his subsistence allowance would
more than make up the difference.”

This action by Bradley was roundly
condemned as late as a few weeks
ago by the UAW Veterans’ Confer-
ence which met in. Washington.

OK, L. J.? ’

James Fenwick.

L

Disputes Stein Review
Of Farrell's Stories

Dear Editor:

When Arthur Stein, in reviewing
the Penguin book ofrshort stories by
James T. Farrell, stated that “the
photographic quality of his work is
often carried to a painful extreme,”
he is parroting a typically philistine
criticism made of Farrell’'s work in
the = capitalist press. and “popular
front” weeklies. In writing out of his
own experience, Farrell succeeded in
recreating a sense of American life
such as no other writer has done
since Dreiser. Like Flaubert, Zola,
Gogol and Tolstoy, Farrell holds a
mirror up to the life that he sees,
but to say that his work is photo-
graphic is to completely ignore the
painstaking selectivity of his mate-
rial and the ever-present irony which
fills almost every story he has writ-
ten. Does Stein think it is “photo-
graphic” because the characters
speak like their prototypes in real
life; that Irish Catholies from Chica-
go’s South Side in Farrell's stories
talk like Irish Catholics from Chica-
go's South Side? Is it “photographic”
because the lives of ordinary people
are honestly described?

I suspect that Stein has that' popu-
lar conception of literature that nov-
els and stories should entertain the
readers, that when he reads Farrell
he has the uncomfortable feeling of
Seeing h:mself in society from a point
outside society and this picture pre-
sented of life in capitalist America—
with its endless banality, greyness,
emptiness—comes as a shock even to
a Marxist. This disturbing realiza-
tion might be compared to the un-
comfortable feeling some people get
in hearing a recording of their own
voice for the first time. Perhaps more

than one revolutionary socialist hur-

ries through a Farrell book and takes
up Fitzgerald, Koestler, or even How-
ard Fast.

I would like to have commented at
length on Stein’s other reproach to
Farrell for not giving a-more revolu-

. letarian”

tionary character to his stories, but
Farrell himself long ago, in A Note
on Literary Criticism and more re-
cently in The League of Frightened
Philistines, exposed this phony “pro-
criticism. One need only
say here that by creating the fruest
and most devastating picture of de-
caying Americanr capitalist society,
Farrell has written books which will
likely have a mote profound effect
on American consciousness than
frankly revolutionary novels such as
The Iron Heel have had. He must
be very shortsighted who does not
see that almost everything Farrell
has written has been from a social-
ist perspective. Finally, Stein’s re-
marks on Farrell’s “revolutionary re-
straint” are in amazing bad taste in
view of the inclusion of Tommy Gal-
lagher’s Crusade among these stories.
Yours truly,

J. Lovejoy, Chicago.
°

Reader J. Lovejoy suffers from a
number of unfortunate misapprehen-
sions in his interpretation of my re-
view of the Farrell book. I have nev-
er REPROQACHED Farrell —or any-
body else, for that matter—for not
waving the red flag. My comments
on this matter in the review were an
observation, not a criticism, of Far-
rell's method. Like J. Lovejoy, I find
the school of “proletarian literature”
distasteful.

I did imply, in my review, a criti-
cism .of the photographic quality in
Farrell's work. To claim, as does J.
Lovejoy, that this type of criticism
“completely ignores the paihstaking
selectivity” is to imply that photog-
raphy does not select. I have yet to
see a photograph which presents.all
the details in the universe without
any kind of selection.

What I think wrong with “photog-
raphy” in literature, therefore, is.not
that.it involves a lack of selectivity,
but ‘rather that its selectivity is me-
chanical, arbitrary and unimagina-
tive. 5

Arthur Stein,

Two Subs for an
Excellent Paper
Editor:

After receiving several sample
copies of your excellent paper, we
would like to subscribe for two six
month subseriptions. Enclosed please
find a dollar bill in payment for your
inédét_‘n herald of truth.

D. L., Missouri.
Revolutionary Politics
And Jewish Question
Dear Editor: _

I wish to call attention to LABOR
ACTION readers to a most unusual
statement appearing in the Militant
of Jan. 25, 1947. The article is by T.
Cliff, that paper’s Palestine expert,
and is endorsed by the editors in the
following terms: “the article reprint-
ed below . . . outlines the only policy
that can lead the Jewish masses out
of the blind alley. . . .” There can,
therefore, be no question as to the
official nature of this article.

It is with some restraint that I
quote the final point of this article:
“No Immlgratlon and colonization
against the wishes of the Arab
masses.” To my knoweldge this is the
first time in the history of the Marx-
ist movement- that an international-
ist movement called for perpetuation
of natmnal barriers, under no mat-
ter what pretext.

" Of course even the blind can see
that the program of “no immigra-
tion” is a basic precondition for the
solution of the Jewish problem. But
must the blind write the political
program of revolutionary parties?

JACK BRAD,
Philadelphia.

"ANTI-RED" DRIVE
A SMOKESCREEN - -
PHILLY SPEAKER

“The ruling class in the United
States is using :the ‘anti-Red’ drive
as a smokescreen to hide its own
anti-working class drive,” said Jack
Brad as he led the discussion on “The
Role of Stalinism in the Unions” at
the Philadelphia Labor Action For-
um on February 9. The speaker went
on .to warn the audience that. . the
Stalinists and their programs. -are . a
menace in .the labor unions that can
only be combatted by an -intelligent
and militant rank and file with a pro-
gram of its Jown,

The Stalinists in the. niong' carry
out the dictates of their :leadefs in
Moscow, even if these dictates,.re-
quire actions contrary to the inter-
ests of their fellow workers. Brad
gave several examples of Stalinist
sell-outs: during wartlme the advo-
cacy of the speed-up, labor-manage-
ment committees, the War Labor
Board and forced arbitration;. the
record of looting union treasuries;
the stab in the back of the. UAW by
the UE during the GM strike, and
the scabbing of Bridges' union during
the Montgomery Ward strike, =

Emphasis was placed. not. ohnly:on
the despicable tactics of, the Stalin-
ists as.they twist.and turn to follow

‘the-party line, but also oh the fact

that sometimes that. line’ permits

them to pose as militants. The Stalin- **

ists are therefore masters of the tech-
nique of attaching themselves’ to a
militant rank and file movement and

their own interest. \

7 - \
You Can Subscribe
. To Labor Action
For Six Mon‘l'lls
For 50 Cents!
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“Socmhsm a Practical

Necessity”

At )

friends. of the Workers Party heard
Comrade Max Shachtman speak on

the subject of “Socialism, the Road

to Peace and Security.”

In his talk, Comrade Shachtman
demonstrated conclusively that in-
security and war were inherent in
capitalism. He showed that whereas
capitalism was capable of producing
miracles of production for war, for
destructive purposes, it was incapa-
ble of beéginning to organize produc-
tion for peace, for full employment
and a decent life. Even while there
is a temporary boom on, everybndy
lives under the fear of the impending
depression., The only discussions to-
day are not WHETHER there will
be a dépfession but WHEN it will
come and how severe it will be. Se-
curity and capitalism are mno longer
compatible, Shachtman pointed out,
and the miracle of war production
exposes the bankruptey of capitalism
to produce for peace and the welfare
of humanity.
~In. his, talk, Comrade Shachiman
further pointed out that peace was
no longer possible .and the intervals
between wars were no more than
“armed , truces,” . breathing  spells in
which the belligerents of the next
.wars jockeyed for positions and
built wp their armaments, But the
next war will not be a simple “bow
and .arrow” affair, but Atomic War
No. 1, the war to end all wars and
with it civilization itself. This was
not due to the presence of “bad” men
in governments, the .speaker demon-
strated; but.to; the inexorable working
of the capitalist system. And the way
out for humanity lies in the destruc-
tion of the capitalist system and the
ingtitution of socialism. Failing this,
civilization -will plurhmet into bar-
barism. Socialism is no longer an
ideal of dreamers but a practical so-
lution to the intmediate needs of cv-
ery human being.

| Shachlman
leeting i in i)elr it

DETROIT—On Sunday, February 9,
an audience of eighty members and,

The audience, composed mainly of
workers from Detroit shops and stu-
dents from Wayne University, found

the evening very stimulating. Afted

the meeting broke up, many people °
continued discussion in small groups.
Sixteen dollars’ worth of Workers
Party literature was sold, most in--
terest being shown in the new. pani-
phlet of the Workers Party on “Marx-
ism in the United States,” by Leon
Trolsky.

Chicago WP
Backs Lewis
In 3rd Ward

CHICAGO—The Chicago Branch of
the Workers, Party has announced its .
support of Homer Lewis, Socialist
Workers Party candidate .for alder-
man in the Third Ward. The Workers
Party comrades have asked the SWP
to inform them as to what they can
do to further the cafnpaign for Homer
Lewis.

_In a letler to the SWP stating its
support of Comrade Lewis, the WP
says:

“We take this step in view of the

‘fact that the platform on which he

is running is in many respects iden-
tical with that of our party’s candi-
date for mayor of Chicago, Alber®
Goldman »

The letter also states 1ts criticism
of Point No. 6 in the SWP platform,
calling it ambiguous. Point 6 declares
the SWP's opposition to all imperial-
ist warg, but the WP notes, and takes
exception: to, the SWP's defense :of
Stalinist Russia, which the letler:de-'
scribes as “a terrible blow 1o the
world socialist movement.”

WOIII(EIIS PARTY PUBLICATIONS

8Y HENRY JUDD =

The two new pamphlets put out by Workers Party Pubhcatlons have

now been off the press for several weeks and both have been advertised and
reviewed in LABOR. ACTION. We are anxious to push sales on both these.
pamphlets (Trotsky’s Marxism in the United States and Goldman’s The
Question of Unity between the WP and SWP). They are available at 35 cents
and 50 cents respectively, wlth a 33 per cent reduction when ordered in

bundle lots.

Although, we. have already ﬁlled many orders on these pamphlets and
individual sales promise to be.good, we-find we are:lagging behind in getting
them into. the hands, of people. Branches, of the. Workers Party that have
not done so, should 1mmed1ately send us:in, their order for these pamphlets.
They are both highly valuable works, and can easily. be sold and distributed.
The Trotsky pamphlet has a broad general interest among sympathizers
and intellectuals; while the Goldman pamphlet on the Unity Questlon will
find ready sale among members of the Workers Party and the Socialist
Workers Party. We ask all our literature agents to get busy on the job of
pushing the two new Workers Party publications.

Below is the list of renewals aﬁd new subseriptions received during the
past week by LABOR AQTION. Most agents are now busy laying plans for

carrying through of their quotas:
AKRON

Cleveland .,....,,'.'.','.'.ﬁ'.'.',i',ﬁ'.'.','.'.ﬁ'.'f.'.ﬁfﬁ'_'.'_'_ﬁ"i'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'.'.’j'.f.'.'.‘.'.'.'.'.'.ﬁ'.'.','.'.'f.'.'_'_'.'.'.'.'_'f_'f_'_'_'_'_'_'_ﬁ'_'_'_'_

Philadelphia- .

New York Cliy
Los Angeles
Missouri
Buffalo ....
QChicago ...
St. Lounis ... s

West. Virginia ..

MIBCBHARBOUS .......ocoovoviviimmiinmitiog st it i T s

the forthcommg subscription drive (March), and gathering steam for the

- NN W R~

As of now, the followmg bmnches of the Workers Party have accepted
their proposed quotas in the coming LABOR ACTION March subser iption
:«campaign. Newark branch, Streator branch, Philadelphia branch and San
‘Francisco. Local New- York has likewise indicated its readiness to accept
the quota, and under the. quldmg hand of Phyllis Hoffman, the new Liter-

_ature Director for :the local, is making plans for the job. Local New York

is responsible for obtaining the largest quota—600 of the 2 ,000 total goal.

Literature Agent Miriam Evans writes us from Detroit about the suc-
cessful sale of literature atsthe recent. Shachtman meeting. “It was one of
the biggest sales of literature.at a meeting ever made in Detroit. This was

pamphlets, books, ete.

2. very good meeting. One thing that some of the comrades thought a good
was” having all the major pamphlets on display in front of the
;pudience.” About $25 worth of literature was so]d—-mcludmg almost 50

I Wani' to Subscribe to
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'Economic Paralysis Proves Failure of Reformist Policies

i

British Labor Government Wracked by Coal Crisis

* By HENRY JUDD

Although there is no question thaot
the British Labor Government will sur-
mount the current crisis without the
need of either forming a coalition
government with Churchill, or resign-
ing and holding a General Election, it
is clear that a severe blow has been
dealt it—a blow which goes beyond
the immediate aspects of the English
crisis. In effect, the brand of "social-
ism" put into practice by Atlee and
his Labor Cabinet has been tested by
its first crisis and has, as was fore-
told by revolutionary socialists, failed
pitifully. This failure, at the moment,
has largely benefited the reactionary
forces of American and British poli-
ties.

The English crisis is, obviously,
due to more than the immediate situ-
ation. Just as it was expected, just
as it is certain that the Labor Gov-
ernment will momentarily pull out
of it, just so’'certainly can one pre-
dict. its recurrence. It is - a funda-
mental erisis, lying within England’s
gocial strueture, its world position
and the steady decline of the Empire.
Mrs. Anne O’Hare McCormick, N. Y.
Times columnist, is correct in writ-
ing: :
“The present emergency 18 mnot

. merely a coal strike. Nor is it the

cdonsequence of unprecedented cold
weather or a failure of the Labor
Government. . . . It is the climax of
a series of crises, all symptomatic of
what the war has done to Britain

and to the entire economic and po-
litical structure of the Empire. Brit-
ish post-war policy of production for
export and mnothing for the home
conswmer is a policy of desperation.
It lessens incentive to work amd
strains the Spartan spirit fo the
breaking point, but it is mnecessary
if Britain igs ever to be able to pay
with her products for the food and
raw materials she is obliged to im-
port. Without world ftrade these
iglands might as well be sunk in the
ocean, another Atlantis lost in the
awful flux of the tides of power.”
Under the back-breaking strain of
a month of incredibly severe winter
weather, storms and- snow, English
industry came virtually to a full halt
last week. Half the plants were
closed; the other half operating only
partly. Four million workers were
completely ‘idle; two million were
drawing their unemployment insur-
ance (the pre-war dole had revived).

A DEEP-GOING CRISIS

Rations of bread and other foods
were just as short and poor in qual-
ity as during the worst of the war
periods. The famous British queue-
ing up was on in full force in front
of the greengrocer’s and restaurants,
together with dimmed out and even
blacked out cities and towns. An at-
mosphere of cold and darkness grip-
ped the islands, though the war had
ended, for England, almost two years
ago. Transport, power, gas and elec-
tricity were in varying degrees of

Hands Off Labor!--

(Continued from page 1)

one of its own. Hartley's group of
Republicans is in league with the
mpvemént for nominating Governor
Thomas Dewey of New York for
President on the Republican ticket,
while the Senate group favors Sen-
ator Robert A. Taft of Ohio for the
nomination. The House group is try-
ing to avoid the onus of having its
candidate connected with a severe
anti-labor. bill and wishes to pass
the buck to the Taft gang. Both
groups agree, however, on the desire
for anti-labor legislation.

To the American workers, however,
what is essential is-that a total fight
must; be conducted against all and
any anti-labor legislation. The cards
are stacked for the bosses as is: they

COMPANY DOCTORS
REPORT ACCIDENTS
AS 'HEART FAILURE'

The annual convention of District
4 of the United Mine Workers, held
early this month in Uniontown, Pa,
once again brought into the daylight
that peculiar representative of the
medical profession known as the
company doctor.

“Convention delegates,” reports the
Dominitn-News of Morgantown, W,
Va., “heard former State Senator
Anthony Cavalcante and Dr .George
W. Teagarden, chief deputy coroner
of Greene County, Pa. declare that
company doctors on numerous occa-
sions signed death certificates for
‘heart disease’ when it later had been
determined that the deceased miners
had met their death through elec-
troclition or, other industrial acci-
dens....

“Other mine fatalities recorded as
‘heart failure’ actually had been
caused by fractured skulls, cerebral

*. hemorrhages and the like, the former

Senator said.

“Dr, Teagarden said a Fayette dep-
uty coronor had signed a heart dis-
ease certificate for a miner whose
death was ‘due to a fractured skull
incurred when struck by a pole.”

Practices such as these help to
demonstrate why the health and wel-
fare fund demand of the UMW,
which the operators are irying to
worm out of, is not a measure de-
signed merely to harass the oper-
ators but flows from the miserable
lives imposed upon the miners by
the industry itself.

National Itinerary
For Gates Tour

Seattle—February 27, 28,
March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

San Francisco—March 7, 8,
9,10 ,11.

Los Angeles—March 12. 13,
14, 15, 16.

Denver—March 20, 21.
Omaha—March 22, 23.
St. Louis—March 24, 25.
Louisville—March 26, 27.
West Virginia—March 30, 31.
Baltimore—April 2,
Philadelphia—April 3.
Reading—April 4.
Newark—April 6.

\

own the industries, control the gov-
ernment, have an iron grip on the
press, schools, radio and other forms
of public persuasion. To introduce
legislation, as Congressmen are doing,
in the name of “giving the employers
equal strength with' labor” is simply
nonsense.

So long as capitalism exists and
bosses own the means of production,
they have the power of economic and
political control, against which labor
has only the power of its numbers.
THat’s why labor must rally now for
a concerted struggle to prevent one
single piece of anti-labor legislation
being passed by the Congress con-
trolled by the two old capitalist par-
ties.

Why We Need
A Labor Party

“We can’'t solve our problems
if we try to act as a narrow eco-
nomic pressure group, We .have to
fight to advance the welfare of the
whole community and the whole
nation. We say in 1947, and we
say it loud, that wages, prices and
profits are our business just as
much as the gompany.”

—Walter Reuther at the Cleve-
land UAW education conference,
as reported in the February issue
of the United Auto Worker.

By SUSAN GREEN

In the drawn-out dispute over
President Truman’s appointment of
David Lilienthal to head the Atomic
Energy Commission, the working
people are really outside looking in.
As far as our well-being is concerned,
it doesn’t make too much difference
whether Lilienthal or someone else
favored by the Republicans chair-
mans the powerful AEC, with its
control of the big projects at Oak
Ridge and Hanford, of the supply of
atom bombs, of all deposits of ura-
nium and other fissionable matter,
of government laboratories, of atomic
research by universities and private

.concerns.

If Lilienthal is confirmed, he will
try to run the commission to serve
the over-all interests of American
imperialism and to slap down the
greedy hands of certain capitalist

“.groups eager to have AEC cater to

them. If a capitalist politician of
narrower outlook gets the job, ¢hese
private interest groups will be hap-
pier. But actually, because atomic
energy means so much for the sur-
vival of and for world dominance by
the capitalist system of this country,
the over-all ruling class interests will
have to prevail; thus there will have
to be pretty tight government con-
trol no matter who heads AEC.

What concerns the working people
is that neither _the Lilienthal t{ype
of politician nor one approved by his
opponents will prevent the use of
atomic energy to’ annihilate whole
cities and peoples; nor will either
give up imperialist and profit con-
siderations, to release this marvelous
force so that the whole people may
work less and enjoy more.

Still there is much of interest and
enlightenment in the petty maneu-
vers of the capitalist politicians in.
choosing a chief for AEC. We get a

paralysis, as though a hundred atom

bombs had struck the island. This is
a social erisis that will not be re-
maved by improvement in weather,
and the resumption of coal deliveries.

At the conclusion of the war, the
English working  class overwhelm-
ingly voted into power the British
Labor Party. This government had

a mandate from the masses to move -

forward on the road to socialism, to
reconstruct a Britain damaged by
the war, to modernize and improve
the industrial plant and products of
the country with a view to raising
the living standards of the people.
But the British Labor leadership,
far from socialist and revolutionary
in character, has proceeded to act
within the premises and confines of
the pre-war Britain—that is, capital-
ist, imperialist Britain, ruler of In-
dia and the colonies. Even the meas-
ures of nationalization of various
industries (including the erucial coal
industry) were steps taken to bolster
capitalism. Now we see the results—
a failure predicted by the English
Trotskyists.

Great Britain today is a declining

power, a power in retréat on a world-
wide scale, before America and Rus-
sia. These two mighty rivals are
squeezing her to the wall. England
is broke economically, drained finan-
cially. To pay for ‘its loans from
America, England must export ev-
erything exportable. But then, what
happens to the desire of the Labor
Party masses for the rebuilding of
their country, the lifting of thelr
living standards"‘

BEVIN'S STATEMENT

That, clearly, becomes a mockery,
given the policy of the Labor Gov-
ernment. You cannot build homes,
repair dwelling“s, distribute needed
consumers’ goods if the country is to
sell everything abroad in order to
get dollars with which to pay for
American and Canadian food ex-

ports. It is precisely this contradic-.

tion of a chaotic, unplanned English
economy competing in a world of
mighty rivals that is responsible for
the absolutely hopeless dilemma of
British capitalism, administered Go-
day by the Labor Party.

Foreign Minister Bevin, in a re-

cent speech, underscored this dilem-
ma. Wailing about the .inability of
England to make progress at inter-
national conferences because of its
obvious weakness by contrast with
the Big Two, Mr. Bevins said Eng-
land needs three things:

(1) Coal—England has not sulﬁclen!
coal even for its own needs! This is
the immediate cause of the crisis. In
1946, England mined 35,000,009 less
tons of coal than had been dug nine
years before, in 1937. There were
100,000 less coal miners working in
the industry; the entire trend of work-
ers was away from the difficult and
unpleasant task of coal mining. Two
hundred and fifty thousand English
miners are .over 50 years of age; few
youth enter thé pits. The coal owners
have successfully saddled the nation
with the huge price paid to them for
the nationalization of the mines they
ran into the ground.

The industry is poorly equipped,
not centralized or modernized and
will be a losing proposition for a
long time. An American miner aver-
ages four times the daily production
of an English miner. Coal, England’s

oldest major industry, suffers all the
concentrated ailments of antiquated
British capitalism. Its symptoms of
illness are only the most pronounced.

(2) Manufactured goods for ex-
port—English workers will ' not work
hard for export purposes. Further-
more, lack of power hampers full
production; not to speak of Ameri-
ca’s savage competition and Russia’s
shutting of the door to previous mar-
kets in Poland, the Balkans, ete. To
top this, England has no other power
reserves besides its decrepit coal in-
dustry.

(3) Financial credits to extend
abroad: England came out of the
war with $14 billion in debts to
America and the colonies, including
India. England, far from being able
to extend credits, finds herself un-
able to borrow for her own needs.
The American $5 billion loan will
shortly be exhausted. American im-
perialism will demand a heavy price
for a further loan. The dilemma is
impossible * to ° resolve. The - three
things that Bevin demands for a
strengthening of "the 'imperialism
voice are unobtainable. =

The response of the British Labor
Government is to call upon the
masses—the same people who passed
through six years of war—for great-
er “austerity,” “harder work” and
“higher productivity.” All.this, of
course, to continue the export pro-
gram of British imperialism. We do
not think the response will be favor-
able. The Conservative Party of
Tory Churehill, while utilizing the
crisis to bait and throw discredit
upon the alleged “socialist” program
of the Labor Party, is impotent and
programless in the situation. It has
nothing to offer, except to stimulate
the most reactionary circles of Brit-
ish polities for the future.

The Labor Party will muddle out
of its current mess, only to face an
even greater one in the near future
—perhaps when it must again turn
to America for further loans and

help. But the Labor Party has un- -

doubtedly lost much in popular pres-
tige among its supporters. Next
week we shall examine the program
proposed by the English Fourth In-
ternationalists as a way out of thls
situation. :

Gerhart Eisler: A Key Figure in the GP‘U Gang

Sudden Attack by U. S. Govt. Mohvufed by Diplomatic Conflict with Eisler's Musfer. Sfulinisi Russm

By ALBERT GATES

HE case of Gerhart Eis-
ler has several interesting
aspects. One of these is that so
long as the military alliance be-
tween the United States, Great
Britain and Russia seemed en-

~during, this khown GPU agent was

permitted to go ‘about freely in his
assignment of strengthening Stalin-
ism in this country. But as soon as
Anglo - American - Russian relations
began to deteriorate, the administra-
tion arrested Eisler with a well-doc-
umented case of his activities. In
atidition to the materials furnished
by the FBI, which seemed to have a
rather complete dossier of Eisler's
activities, it had the services of
Louis Budenz, recently reconverted
to Catholicism.

We are not greatly concerned with
the technical-legal aspects of the
Eisler ‘case. As- LABOR ACTION
has repeatedly asserted, all govern-
ments spy upon each other. Eisler is
not charged with being a government
spy in the ordinary sense of the
word. And even if he was, it would
make no difference since spying is
one of the arts of imperialist gov-
ernment. The Eisler case interests
us because Gerhart Eisler is not a

spy in the ordinary meaning of the

word. Eisler is a unique type of Stal-
inist agent who operates behind the
scenes to manipulate the workers’
movement through the Stalinist par-
ties. And it is as an instrument of
the GPU, as one who commits the

greatest crimes against the working .

class, that Eisler interests us.
An Eisler is the highest authority
in the Communist Party of whatever

.good picture of those whom the

working people unfortunately still
vote into -office to represent “their
interests.”

ECONOMIC INTERESTS

When President Truman announced
his choice of Lilienthal, head of the
Tennessee Valley Authority, for top
post on the -Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, there was almost universal ap-
proval in the capitalist press of all
shades of political opinion. Then Sen-
ator McKellar of Tennessee, a Demo-
crat from Mr. Truman's own party,
began gunning for Lilienthal to pre-
vent his approval by, Congress. What
is biting Senator McKellar, old-fash-
joned politician, is that Mr. Lilienthal

curbed the Seénator's pork-barrel de-.

signs on' TVA. McKellar is the type
of “intelligent” politician who sees
“red” in anyone who opposes his
ideas or interests. So he must, for-
sooth, prove that Lilienthal is a
communist and will, as head of AEC,
do no less than surrender the secret
of the atom bomb to Stalin. Consum-
ing days of the Senate committee’s
time and‘producing in evidence let-
ters that their alleged senders deny
sending as well as similar spurious
material, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee accused Lilienthal of nursing
a communist fifth column in the TVA,
One must conclude from McKel-
lar's tirades that President Truman,
who named Lilienthal; Secretary of
War Patterson, who heartily ap-
proved him before the Senate com-
mittee; and the other top-shelf men
in the government who support Lili-
enthal, are conspiring—aquite openly,
to be sure—to sell out to Stalin,
through Lilienthal. \
While McKellar was making a fool
of himself, the Republicans were
biding their time and making plans
of their own. Under the leadership
of Senators Bridges of New Hamp-

-agent; is mer

country he may'be asmgned to by
his superiors in the Kremlin.” This
authority extends over elected and
appointed officials, even though tech-
nically, a man like Eisler is not even
a. member of the party. He deter-
mines party strategy and tactics
based on the latest instructions from
Moscow. He may even preside over
the appointment of party officials. A
man like- Gerhart Eisler fits in per-
fectly with the totalitarian system of
Stalinism where the control of the
party by its membership is made im-
possible by the very nature of its
hierarchieal system.

Our interest in.the Eisler case arises
from our determination to defend the
workers' movement from the'reaction-
ary and countersrevolutionary influ-
ence which he exerts as a representa-
tive of Stalin's: bureaucratic regime.
It is this aspect-of the case which is
most important. That the U. 5. gov-
ernment pretends to be horrified by
its "discovery" that Eisler is a Russian
ﬁ:lence of its own

hypocrisy.  * ":“
pELag "

Eisler- was. known to the FBI for a
long time..It was.common knowledge
in the workers’s movement in New
York .that Eisler had been here for
years and,directed the affairs of the
American. Commaunist Party and the
Stalinist forcesin. German refugee
circles. Ruth Fischer, a former lead-
er of the German Communist Party
and sister of Eisler, has been writing
about his activities for over two
years—they were disclosures based
on intimafe knowledge of his past.

NEVER A PUBLIC FlGI.II!E

Eisler's career in. the workers’
movement is indeed curious because
it has never been open and, public.

Boss Politicians Wrangle Over Atomic Energy Commission

Wh'af Are the Issues in the Dispute Over Lthenfhal ?

shire and Wherry of Nebraska, the
attack against the former head of
TVA took on more force and more

'realistic tacties.’Seeing how ludicrous

was McKellar's charge of communist
beliefs and connections, the Repub-
lican opposition played up Lilien-
thal’s record as @ New Dealer and as
“a menace to private enterprise.”
Remembering that they got a “man-
date from the people” to “restore”
private enterprise and take “govern-
ment out of business,” the Republi-
cans are harping on Lilienthal's rec-
ord as a staun¢ch supporter of gov-
ernment projects such as TVA.

Two sets of economic interests are
behind the political fight against Lili-
enthal. There are those who see
atomic’ energy as inevitable for in-
dustrial use, want to get their hands
on it, and don't want their knuckles
rapped by Lilienthal, who is a pretty

strict teacher. It is claimed that an-

other group, power magnates, pres-
ent suppliers of gas, electricity and
coal, are not anxious for the indus-
trial development of atomic power

POST-PRANDIAL
PIZZA PRANCE

COME WINE AND EAT
AND SING AND DANCE

MARCH 1, 8:30 P. M.
at 114 W. 14th Street
FEAST AND SONG FEST

Given by: Day Branch
of the Workers Party

50¢—Voters 25¢—Youth
AN 7

He was and is an adventurer type to
whom principle and ideals mean
nothing. While for many years a
member of the Germian Communist
Party, he was never a public figure
in that organization. As an appoint-
ed functionary, Eisler’s political ca-
reer always depended upon his being
in the good graces of his sponsors,
or more precisely, upon adapting
himself to-the constantly changing
policies of the Stalinist leadership of
the Communist International.

At one time, for example, his inter-
vention in the affairs of the Germon
CP as an oppositionist to the Thael-
man leadership resulted in his exile to
Moscow. In order to make his isola-
tion from German affairs complete, it
is reported that he was even forbid-
den to read the German press. Then
began his period of adaptation.

As an apparatus man of the Com-
intern, Eisler was sent to China,
Austria, Czechoslovakia and else-

Wwhere. During the years 1929-33 he

was not in Germany at all, except
possibly in transit to some other
country. He, therefore, could not
have been a refugee from German
Nazism in the same way as thou-
sands of others. Everyone employed
by the Comintern apparatus knew
that Eisler was in the United States
between 1933 and 1938.

RETURNS AS "REFUGEE"

He returned to the U. 8. as a
“refugee” in the early forties claim-
ing that he was not permitted to go
on to Mexico but was retained in
this country against his wishes. And
this is indeed a curious phenomenon,
since hundreds of refugees with
transit visa did make their way to
Mexico through the U. 8., while hun-

s

dreds of othels Were rnut evgn.pm- ;

mitted to land in this country!on the
way to Mexico. But Eisler, cutiously
enough, was permitted to.land and
was forced to remain here against
his wishes! .

Eisler was interned in the refugee

‘camp at Vernet, France, not because

he was a refugee, but because he was
a Stalinist agent. All | the 'Stalinist
refugees were interned then because
they were defenders of the Hitler-
Stalin pact ond supported, in effect.
Germany's war against the Allies. At
Vernet, Eisler set up the Comintern
apparatus which determined these in-
dividuals who by their loyalty to Stal-
inism, were picked to go as refugees
to Mexico, Cuba and the Unifed
States. Those whose loyalties were
questioned, remained in France, many
of them later to succumb to the bru-
talities of the German Gestapo.

The most eurious part of Eisler’s
career is the fact that he survived
the many purges in Moscow..In Ger-
many, he was at one time‘an “oppo-
sitionist.” He was known as a pro-
tege of Hugo Eberlein in Germany,
and of Bukharin in the Comintern.

‘Both Eberlein and Bukharin were

murdered in the purges. In addition,
the  German Communist refugee
movement in Moscow was practically
wiped out in the purges of 1937-38.

WHY DID HE SURVIVE?

Eisler’s survival is mysterious
precisely because he was, in the con-

text of Russian and Comintern poli-

tics, an oppositionist, a Bukharinist.
In addition, he was the brother of,
Ruth Fischer, who was long associ-
ated with Zinoviev and had been
close to the Trotskyist movement.
Ruth Fischer was linked to Zinoviev

m his trial, and also to Trotsky. But
strangely enough while all of Eis-
ler’s friends .and co-workers were

_picked up in the net of these purges,

he survived. It is this which lends
credence to the belief that Eisler’s
role in those years was as an in-
former on his former comrades.
This, then, is the man who was
brought before the House Commit-
tee on Un-American Activities, as
vile a congressional committee as has
ever been devised- by the little men
in Washington. So far as the state
conflict between Russia and the U. S.
is concerned, we say a plague on both
their houses and their imperialist

‘intrigue. So far as Eisler is con-

cerned we say: this man is a GPU
agent, a dangerous enemy of the
working class, a despicable appara-
tus man who manipulates the work-
ers’ movement in behalf of the cruel
totalitarian régime of Joseph Stalin.

The workers’ movement can have
no responmb:l:tyofm a Gerhart Eis-
ler. Its task is to root out these ele-
ments, deprive them of all influence
and control of the revolutionary so-
cialist movement. In this respect,
Ruth Fischer, whatever errors she
may have made in her campaign
against her Stalinist brother, was
absolutely correct when she stated:

“I consider Eisler the perfect ter-
rorist type, most dangerous for the
people, and particularly the socialists
of both America and Germany. .

In fighting, Eisler here in the states,
I hope to give some sllght help to

_ my socialist friends in Germany, who

have to do the same thing but under
immeasureably more dangerous eir-
cumstances.” '

to compete with their own products.
They don’t want Lilienthal because,
believing as he does in abundant and
cheap power, he will, as head of AEC,
encourgge wide use of atomic power
in production. .

There is still another group of op-
ponents fo Lilienthal—the opponents
on general principle. Though they
see eye to eye with the New York
Times that “the work of the Atomic
Energy Commission is also to be a
government monopoly, and a very
tight one,” these die-hards would
still rather not have men in high
offices who believe in TVAs. They
want solid supporters of private en-
terprise.

PRESS TAKES SIDES

The hearings before the Senate
committee continue. The committee
is being pressured by telegrams and
letters, one such missive coming from
the president of the Timken Roller
Bearing Company of Canton, Ohio,

" who sees Lilienthal in a decidedly

red light. Senator Taft, leader of the
Republican Policy Committee, is re-
ported to be, opposed to Lilienthal
though not openly. How the influen-
tial Vandenberg stands is not yet
known. It is thought that he could
swing the votes for Lilienthal if he
s0 chooses. Secretary of State Mar-
shall may issue & public stafement
supporting the former TVA head,

which would, of course, carry great.

weight.

The press has not remained un-
moved by the political fireworks. The
Daily Mirror, tabloid of cheap, reac-

" tionary propaganda, editorially pro-

claimed that whether or not Lilien-
thal is a communist, there is enough
“to  justify lack of confidence.”
George E. Sokolsky, equally reaction-
ary, but writing in the more “intel-
lectual” New York Sun, goes further
and pins the “Marxian dialectic” on

L1]1enthal explaining that "Repubﬁ-

cans and many. Democrats feel that
in. a pinch; Llhenthal will: .ot be.“

found on. the right side.”” R

The so-called liberal press has been
almost pathetic in 'its inadequacy.
PM has, of course, come out with its
usual “don’t hurt Russia's feelings”
line. The New York Post, always
leaning heavily on the “good” capi-
‘talist politicians and exaggerating
their importance, declaims: “A defeat
for Lilienthal would be a step to-
ward ' the defeat of the policy of
American cooperation in establishing
security against atomic energy”—as
if there can be any security as long
as imperialist powers rule us. Jona-
than Stout, writing in the social-dem-
ocratic New Leader, solemnly poses
the question “whether liberals should
go to the defense of Lilienthal or let
him fend for himself"—poor Lilien-
thal with such no-accounts as Tru-
man and Patterson fending for-him.

Considering that what is at stake
is the very survival of peoples, in-
cluding ourselves, the interplay of
petty interesis is revolting. To turn

. atomic power from a threat to hu-

man existence fo a boon for mankind,
we must have workers' control of
everything relating to the production
of atomic power—under a workers’
government with a complete domes-
tic program for nationalization of all
industry under workers’ control, and
with a foreign policy of solidarity of
the people of the world to end all
imperialist rule and all wars.

Because the interests of the masses
can be served only by such radical
measures, the workers really stand on
the sidelines watching the political
capers around Mr. Lilienthal, It
would be well if they, the workers,
were thinking: “A plague on both
your houses. It is high time to declare.
our political independence and form
a class party of our own.”

WILL (ONGRESS SIMASH
- THE UNION5?

ALBERT GATES
Labor Action Editorial Board
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