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Towards a March
On Washington
And a Nationwide

24-Hour Stoppage!

In several recent issues of LABOR ACTION, the Workers
Party has advocated that the labor movement organize a
MARCH ON WASHINGTON. We said that such a mass demon-
stration of labor at the Capitol while Congress was considering
the “union control” bills would be an effective means of checking
passage of this anti-labor legislation. It was our position, and
it still is our position, that labor must not continue merely to
mark time while the capitalist ruling class runs wild.

While it is true that this assault on the rights of labor was

‘planned outside of Congress, and by the organizations of big

business, it is the Congress which is in process of making the
commands of the capitalist bosses into law. Therefore we sug-
gested and urged that the organized labor movement—AFL and
ClO—assemble its forces in Washington, at the Capitol, for a
demonstration against what is taking place there. We said that
thousands of workers could and would go to -Washington if the
leadership of the two big labor organizations issued the call.

Since the bill must have the approval of both houses of Con-
gress, we said that a joint session should be demanded to hear the
objections of the labor movement. We know that it is far more
impressive for 10,000 AFL- CIO members to be camped around
the Capitol while their elected spokesmen present labor’s case to
Congress than it is for these spokesmen to be running from con-
gressman to congressman imploxing them to vote against the bill.
The 10,000 AFL-CIO members outside would add to the prestige
of their spokesmen and would make Congress far more attentive
to what they had to say. In fact, we can see nothing wrong with
labor filling the galleries, or the floor of Congress, for that matter,
while the labor leaders were speaking against this bill.

. 10,000 WORKERS CAN BE PERSUASIVE

The CIO has been moving its people into Washington, a hun-
dred at a time, for activity in connection with this bill. This pro-
cess is too slow and totally ineffective. A few members of Con-

gress may know that they are there but Congress is not aware or .

disturbed. The “representatives of the people” go right on with

their anti-labor speaking and voting. They have no fear of a hun- '

dred or more workers scattered among the members of Congress
in their private offices.

But 10,000 workers camped around the Capﬂo!. that is some-
thing different. That is more persuasive. Such a demonstration
would be highly educational. It 'would make Congress understand
that we can read, that we know what is going on and that we
have resolved 4o do someihlng about it.

Millmns of. workers voted for. these congressmen, We. think
they were wrong and have said so, again and again. But they did
vote for them. These congressmen, when they were seeking elec-
tion, “went to the people.” They told us over and over, “I stand
on my record.” Now let labor go to Congress. Why wait until next
year for these congressmen to come to us when they seek elec-
_ tion again? We have something to say to them right now. They
are passing an anti-labor bill. Let’s tell them FIRMLY not to
pass this bill.

We ean think about next year while we are in Washington,
~.demonstrating at the Capitol. .Congress will also be induced to
think about next year if we face its members there. They will not
only think about next year but the year after that and the years
that follow.

AND A 24-HOUR WORK STOPPAGE

The capitalist employers will also think when they read in
their press that 10,000 workers from the AFL and CIO have
marched on Washington and are holding an organized and formal
discussion with and in the Congress of the capitalist ruling class.
They will ponder over these things as they count their profits, dis-
tribute the dividends, pack their warehouses, boost prices another
few cents and plan how they can squeeze more blood out of us to
make up for the miserable 15 cents increase they have so reluc-
tantly granted.

We can do more than demonstrate in Washingfon. We can
demonstrate in every fown and city. On the day that we demon-

. strate in Washington we can stop work for 24 hours in protest

against the passage of this bill. The workers in Detroit demon-

strated at Cadillac Square. All the workers, all over the coun- .
* the FBIL of being a thief. It had'se-

try, can demonstrate—all on the same day! All that is necessary
is for the CIO-AFL leadership to give the word. Why wait for
this bill to pass and then go in for a period of mourning and moan-
ing? After the passage of the bill sterner measures will be re-
quired, : '
This is the first indicated joint action for the AFL and CI0.

To be sure, Green and Murray are not in favor of ‘such mass ac-

tions of labor. But they are not the bosses. of labor but our paid
leaders. We can tell them what we want, We can tell Congress
what we want too. Why not? Who will stop us from exercising
our full democratic rights? Surely not Murray and Green, our
-elected representatives.

Of course Congress will not like to have us in Washington by
the thousands. They prefer that we stay at home and wait for
them to come to us and tell us about their records. They only
like o see us assemble at the polls by the thousands and vote

‘for them. Nor will employers like either our demonstration at

Washington or the 24-hour stoppage. They don’t like to see so
many organized and disciplined workers in the streets. They
only like us organized by them and disciplined in the factories,
tied to the machines, grinding out profits and dividends.

Now we are only marking time, or doing a side-straddle hop.
There are workers who think that labor has become tired out by

strikes. Perhaps so. But we cah wear ourselves out jumping up

and down in one place also. The capitalist bosses think they have
labor licked. We know that is not true, but we've got to show them
that it is not true. We’ve got to do sorriething about this anti-labor
bill, Labor can defeat this bill. That 1s a little somethmg ; not
enough but it is somethmg. '
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Supreme Court Decision
Perils Personal Liberties

L I ‘
A little noticed but highly danger-

ous decision has just been announced:

by the U, S, Supreme Court which
makes easier future violations of
basio civil rights. The decision, which
removes limitations from the powers

of ‘“law .enforcement officials,” has,

been denpunced by a dissenting mi-
nority. of the Court as tending to de-
stroy guarantees against unreasonable
search and seizure in instances where
persons gre arrested in their homes.
It ig especially ominous in. view of
thé ourrent “anti-red drive” being
conducted by the government, the
provisions of which are so deliber-
ntely loose and vague .that 'they may
apply to any dissenter from - official
opinions.

The case which came before the
Court was not a clear-cut matter of
civil:liberties and therefore tends to

obseyre the issue which ‘the Court -

injected into it. One George Harris
of Oklahoma City was suspected by

cured arrest warrants in .order to
search his house for two' cancelled
checks, proof of his. alleged - guilt,
which they sought but could not.find.
During their search t.hey found draft

cards, altered notices of draft clas-
sification and other material indi-
cating that Harris was violating the
Selective Service 'Act. He .was tried
and sentenced to serve five years.

Harris fought in the courts onl the .

ground that his constitutional rights
had been violated by an unreason-
able search and seizure. He protested
search without a specific issuance of
a search warrant.

By a 5-4 ruling the Supreme Court
upheld the government and rejected
Harris' appeal.

PROFOUND IMELICATIONS

We say the case tends to confuse
the basic issue involved because- in

this instance it involved a man ob-*

viously engaging in: personal theft.
But the decision has profound politi-
cal implications as well. These im-
plications are made -quite clear in
several dissenting opinions, of which
the bluntest is the statement of Jus-

tice Murphy. He charged that the .

majority of the Court was “resur-
recting” and approving in effect “the
use of the odious general warrant.or
writ of assistance.”

Murphy further declared—and this

is the essence of the matter—that “A
warrant of arrest, without more, is

.now sufficient to justify an unlim-

ited search of- a man’'s home . from

" cellar to garret for evidence of a

crime, provided only that he is ar-
rested in his home. The principle es-
tablished by the Court today can be
used as easily by some future gov-
ernment determined to suppress po-
litical opposition under the guise of
sedition as it can be used by a gov-
ernment -determined to undo forgers
and defrauders.”

.That is exactly the point. The ma-
jority decision can be understood if
seen as part of a pattern in Amer-

ican society today: the increase in

power of such repressive agencies as
the FBI which, while conducting ac-
tivity against gangsters, is increas-
ingly used to witch-hunt liberal and
radical government employees and
intervene against labor in strikes.
Now, according to the Supreme
Court, the FBI can get a search war-
rant on one accusation and then rum-
mage through a  private ,home for
purposes of political intimidation.
During the recent miners’ strike, the
(Continued on page 7)
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Prices Down!

By EMANUAL GARRETT

"Today's abnormal conditions severe!y limit the reliance that.
can be put on the semi-automatic regulation of prices’ by ihe'
‘market."

So reads a statement issued through the National Planning
Association by what the press calls "a cross-section of heavy
industry fabricators and retail merchandisers,” totalling some

.23 prominent business men. Included among the 23 is General

Electric's president, C. E. Wilson, whose reputation i in busmesq\ cir-
cles rests not only on his pres:dency of a huge eombduy*biﬂ on

his opposition to decent wage increases.
Stripped of the mouthiness of the “professional economist,"”

New Political,
Social Crisis
Wracks France

Over the issue of wage increases,
demanded by the French Communist
Party in the form of bonus pay-
ments for production ‘efforts by un-
ion workers, a new political ‘and so-
cial erisis has been precipitated in
France. This new’ crisis is the latest
in a never-ending series of conflicts
that divide France.

When the Stalinist members of tha
cabinet of Ramadier, Socialist Party
leader, proposed 'a-wage increase in
the form of bonuses, in opposition to

. the premier's policy of wage-freez-

ing, the crisis that led to the ousting
of the Stalinists from the govern-

ment began.  The coalition .govern-

ment of Stalinists, Socialists, middle-

..class Radical-Socialists. and. consery-.
‘atives of'the’ MRP has been.in con-.

stant . conflict- since its. origin with
the new French constitution. Its du-
ration has always been only a matter
of time. The cabinet rejected. the
Stalinist proposal. The dispute then
shifted to the National Assembly,
where Ramadier demanded and re-

-ceived a vote of confidence, with the

Stalinist members abstaining from
the vote.
OUTCOME UNSURE

Ramadier then forced the issue by
demanding that. the.Stalinist mem-

bers of the cabinet (including Mau- -

rice Thorez, leader of the French
CP) resign for failing to have voted
for him and his financial policies.
The reluctant Stalihists, anxious.to
remain inside the government and
retain their hold over various minis-
tries, were ‘then dropped and the
coalition consists today of only thrée
parties, with Ramadier temporarily
continuing as Premier.

The outcome of this fight is still
far from sure. The Socialist Party,
committed previously to a stand that
it will not participate in a govern-
ment twithout the Communist Party,
is now Jfaced with the task of either
reversing this policy and continuing
to govern with a coalition of the
right wing parties; or of withdraw-
ing from the government itself. The
dispute ‘Within the SP between the
pro-Stalinist elements of the Seine
Federation and the Blum leadership
now comes. to a head, with the defi-
nite possibility . of a split in the
party. What kind of government will
emerge from the erisis is as yet un-
known.

Many factors lie beneath this

(Continued on' page 2)

what the statement means is
that anybody who looks to
prices coming down of their
‘'own weight is acting the fool.

We sgarcely need the testi-

mony of big business repre<
sentatives to tell us that prices are
out of line. But let us get their tes-
timony on record, anyway, before
we discuss their -motlves and our
own program to meet. tlm Bituahon.

PRICES ‘OUTSTRIP IHCDME

“Price - developments since last
June,” ‘says the statement, “strongly
emphasize ‘the' need ‘for . increased
vigilance on the part of business men.
In the second half of 1946 consumer
prices were carried Up &g ‘mugh’ ag
they had risen during the preceding
four years....In 'this rise consumer

- prices outran consumer ‘income.”

- Let -us pause there a moment and
examine 'the meaning" of ‘this state-
ment, Price controls—the shoddy, in-
adequate, battered price control sys-

tem of OPA—were dropped 'in July.

- Thus; prices Teft: to the tormal Work-. . °
“ing “of “the" “enterprise ' '
the statement ecsiatically and matu-

stemn’ that

rally upholds, rose in'six unaontrolled

months as much as they !lad in the
previous four years.

At the same time, Chester Bowles,
former' OPA head, expressed his own
views in an article written as' Demo-
cratic - Party campaign - material,
Bowles charged that “Republican ir-
responsibility” had cost the American

public  $8,000,000,000 in ten months,

and reiterated much the same facts -

as are included in the statement of
the “responsible” busmess men cited
above,

There is the picture‘ It is well
known. In fact, it is known to be
worse than the “public minded” busi-
ness men make it seem. After all, a
few cents more in the price of but-
ter means little to a C. E. Wilson

with his six-figure “earnings,” but it

means a great deal that cannot pos-
sibly be measured in statistics to the

family whom the same Mr. Wilson '

has denied a genuine wage increase:

-Anyhow, there we haye the facts
as admitted by a group of business
men and by Mr. Bowles. For the
present we will overlogk the political
angle the hypocrisy of capitalist pol-

iticians who try to shove off-on each

other responsibility for a  situation

which they as mutual representatives -

of the capitalist system share in
common. On another occasion we
will look into the campaign propa-

'ganda of the tweedledee Democrats,

(who gummed up the price situa-

tion in the first place )and the twee- |

dledum Republicans. It is enough to
say that it is THEIR system which
has produced the problem.

(Continued on page 2) -

Picket Race-Harer’s Meeting in Phrladelphm

PHILADELPHIA, May 1—With pro-
vocalive ' brazenness, Gerald L. K.
Smith held a meeting here today,
the first of May, the international
holiday of the -working class. The
meeting was held at Town Hall, in
downtown Philadelphia, just ‘a few
blocks frem City Hall. On hand to
meet the fascists was a well organ-
ized, militant picket line of 250 per-
sons, carrying banners and chanting
.anti-fascist slogans. Hundreds of
others who watched the demonstra-
tion, many of them trade unionists,
joinetl the picket line from time to
time.

The picket action was initiated by
a joint committee of the  Workers
Party and the Socialist Workers Par-
ty. All other labor and socialist or-
ganizations were i.nformed of the
proposed action.

It ~was necessary to spread the
news of Smith’s meeting since, in his
Wsyal fashion, there was no advance

pubhclty. The newspapers and city
administration joined with Smith to
maintain a conspiracy of silence.
News of Smith’s attempt to sneak into
town, in order to avoid a demonstra-
iien, leaked out when a professor at
Temple University passed out tickets
to his students less than 36 hours be-
fore the scheduled meeting. .

On this very short notice this joint
committee of the Workers Party and
the ‘Socialist Workers Party was
formed to-take the emergency mea-
sures required. The major unions of
the CIO and AFL were informed first
and invited to take the initiative.
Herbert Moyer, secretary of the CIO
Council, agreed to notify all CIO lo-
cals. Neither he nor any of the lo-

“ eals, however, took any initiative nor

made any concerted or organized ef-
fort to get their members down.
Moyer himself, however, appeared on
the picket line.

An spite of the Iack ‘of attention to

th:s information by the trade union

" leadership, a number of union mili-

tants did participate in the demon-
stration. Workers came from the
RCA, Camden plant, from Westing-
house Local 107, UE, SKF, several
small steel plants, Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works and a handful from the
NMU.

The Communist Party knew about

Smith’s meeting but did nothing in.

its own organization or the union
locals it controls. Notably absent
from the line was any sizable dele-
gation from UE Local 155, controlled
by Dave Davis, publicly avowed CP
leader. The Stalinists had no contin-
gent and, to the knowledge of other
pickets, no representatives at all.
The AYD claimed to havé no knowl-
edge of the Smith meeting when in-
formed of it, and apparently did not
attempt a serious mobilization affer
it did know. There were some AYD
members present, largely from Tem-

ple Umvermty, who joined the ‘anti-
fascist ranks in spite of the conspic-
uous absence of their leadership.

The American Veterans Committee
did attempt to bring down some of
its members. Two of its city-wide
leaders were present. Hashomer Hat-
zair was well represented by a con-
tingent of active and 'militant young
people. J

Carrying banners and shouting, the
250 pickets marched for almost two

hours under such slogans as “Drive

Smith Out of Philadelphia,” “May
Day Is Not Fascist Day,” “Stop
American Fascism Now” and a pla-
card which asked: “A Tisket, a Tas-
ket, Who'll Carry Gerald’s Casket?”

The type of audience Smith at-
tracted was in marked contrast to
the vigorous unionists, veterans and
students who picketed. His audience
was made up mainly of women, few
of whom. were under 50. The chief

. sponsor of the meeting was the Blue

- WP and SWP Branches Form Jomi' Committee to Initiate Call for Action; Hold Indoor Rally After Demonstration

Star Mothers of America. They
looked like left-overs from the Town-
send movement of the middle 1930s.
Yet it must be noted that this gang
of old women was different in one
respect from the similar  audience
Smith atiracied in Philadelphia last
year. A:very large number of those
attending  were extremely . well
dressed and obviously wealthy. The
“Main Line” was in considerable at-
tendance.

The distribution of tickets by a

Temple University proIessor high-

lights the social ramifications Jof the

nascent fascist movement. Also this |

interesting commentary, for those
who ask us not to try to stop ‘Smith
from speaking in the name of free-

dom of speech; the Communist Party

postponed its May Day parade and
meeting because of_ its inability to
obtain ;a hall, while Smith had no

-such .difficulty, Yes, we are referring

“{Continued on page 7) -
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U.S. Seamen Fight Panamanian

NEW ‘YORK, May 5—The struggle
against the transfer of American
vessels to Panamanian registry is
rapidly reaching a climax. All the
maritime unions concerned are lay-

* ing plans to meet this assault on the

S

security-of American seamen. Bil

The  Seafarers Internafional Union
is planning to lead’ an international
boycott of vessels flying Panamanidan
and Hondiuran flags. Through the me-
dium of the International Transport
Federatién, support has been assured
by maritime unions throughout the
world.” The last meeting -of ‘the SIU
was dddressed by représentatives of
many ' 6f these unions. Among them
were Einar Johansen, Norwegian Sea-
men's Union; F. Clausen, Danish Sea-
men's Union; James Scott, British Sea-
men's Union; Ernest Roberg, Swedish
Seamen's Union; and Maniel Pitha-
toulis, Sécretary of the: New  York
branch of the Federation of Greek
Maritime Unions.” The meeting was
ciso addressed by Willy Dorchain of
thé Internatichal Transport Federa-
tion.

These 1epresentatwes of the vari-
ous unions promised the support of
their  organizations .in the attempt
to eliminate the transfer practice.
Paul Hall, in addressing the meet-
ing, stated, “We are fighting a con-
spiracy on the part of international
capital against all seamen.”

As recent issues of LABOR AC-

w

TION ‘have revealed, over a hun-
dred vessels have been transferred
from American to Panamanian and
other Central American flaffs.in an
attempt to evade the conditions that
have been.:established 'by Amerman
maritime” unions: and ~the. =protectlve
leglsiatlon “for:zéamén that.the un-
ions have sttuggled so long ‘to have
passed. By the simple déevice of a
fromal change in registry, while the
real owners remained the same, the
shipping corporations have sought
to, dr:vo down the cohdlt:ons on the
ships. a# & & o aLnih g

The' inrifoii! Have ullswered resﬁuna
inigly .fliat they will:fiot permit them-
sélves 1o be cheafed of their Hdfd-
earned gains by this criminal device.
Not only has the SIU taken action on
this question; but also the: NMU at
recent meetings has eleeud commif:
fees-inall:ports to-lay plaiis for deal-
ing With the problem. "y

The whole matter is cioseiy tled

to the quéstion of t,he contracts

which expire- June 15 1 the' cdse of
the CIO anions. The NMU National
Council has already issued a tenta-
tive set of demands - which include
the following pointg: e oy b
1. Thdt the 28:pér cent gap be-
iween real wages of April 1,-1948;
ond preselﬂ' wdges ‘bé closed by the
hew ~contracts -and -further - in-
creases be. grufited to achieve a
better living standard.

Compiled by JACK RANGER

Jmportant social issues.

fendexr of capitalism.

wants to get ahead.

class.,

Capital, the name given to the means and: 1mplements of produchon ‘or
to money when these are used by theit owners for the acqulslilon
of profits by means of the use of wage labor .

Capitalism, a system of economic and social-organization which devel-

. opéd with the growth of modern biisiness and industry, and which
replaced the older feudal society following a-series of:violeht revo-
lutions. Capitalism.is characterized by« the-fact-that -the OWnershlp

\ ‘of‘the tdols ‘of production—thefactories; railvoads, Hihdsy et6-is- in

i -+ the'hands of a small. group, the capitalist. elass Worlters ‘who are

] wlthout property or the means of produetlon ‘in~order to get a liv-

ing, must-come to the owners of the tools and offér to sell thelr labor

power for wages. This gives the owners the controlling power in
society, allowing them to dominate the policies of: the- government

Besides the two major classes, the eaprtahsts and- the workers there

are other sub-classes or groupings:such ds the smail busmess men,

independent professional people and 'the farmers’ who nelther work
for wages ner hire labor. However, tHese groups are weak #nd tend
to follow the lead of either the cdpitalist or the. workirg t:iass on

Capitalist, a member of the capltahst class ,the owner of capital, the
means of production, one whose income is derived chleﬂy from prof-
its made as a result of hiring labor. Algo- sometimes USed to désignate
a person who, whrie not himself a caprtalist is an-advotate and de-

Careerist, one who wishes to live at the expense of organlzed ldabor z‘and
not for organized labor, usually a rn:m devold of prmelple who

Centrism, a term defining thbse trends” within fhe - ]sbor movement
which are distributed between reformism ahd Markism, and whleh
most often represent various stagés of evolution from one to the
other The term is also now being’ tised by éapltahst Journailsts to
des-lgnato certain capitalist parties, partrcdlsrly Edtholic parties. in
European countues, which for the mbmént oceupy” pDSitl(}nS between

__extreme reaction and the brand of capltahst democracy representecl

5 .by the Social Democratic parties,

Chanvmlsm, a term applied to the policy of ldbor leaders who glve pa-
triotlc support to caprtahst governments durmg times of 1mperial-
1st -war, and who by so doing betray the mterests of the" workmg

Check-oﬁ ‘a system of union dues collectlon whereby the empioyer
agrees with the union to deduct dues from the payroll and turn
- them over in a lump sum to the union.. .

City. Central Labor Union, a trade union.orgahization made up of deie-
gates from the local unions In one city area. Its purposes dre toipro-
mote cooperation among the unions in tHat area, to encourage linion-
ism and to speak for organized labor on local issues, in the AFL, the
city central labor bodies are known variously as Central Labor Un-
ions, Trades & Labor Assemblies, etc. Local central bodies in the
CIO are often referred to as mdustriai couneiis

#

UAW LOCAL 856 AT GOODYEAR AIRCRAFT
VOTES MILITANT LINE IN WAGE PARLEYS

By SIDNEY CARTER

AKON Aprll 20—At a Spemal meet-
ing held today, Local 856, UAW-CIO
(Goodyear Aircraft) voted 13 fo 1
to empower the Executive Board to
call a strike if the outcome of the
preseht negotlatlons with the com-
pahy prove unsatisfactory

'i"he uriion is asking for 2314 cents
an Iiour in line with the UAW's fig-
ures i:iitsed on the lhci'ea,se in the
cost -of living. The company has of-
fered seven cents.

The membership meeting rejected
outrlght all arbltratlon and demand-
ed a union shop. They also instructed
the Negotiating Committee to re-
negotiate the seniority clauses in the
present contract. The present clause,
in effect, negates all the traditional
beneﬁts of seniority. Through a com-
phcated system - of different classi-
ﬁcatmns, baged on minor and unim-
portant differences in operations

with sub-divisions Jn each of these
" classifications, the company hak been
- able to manipulate layoﬁs in any
way it saw fit,,

lt was only necessary to eliminate

any gmen ciasmﬁoatmn and :substi-
tute in its. place & different one cdv-
ering {HE sanie job to completely de-
prive employees formerly, emnloyed
it “that classification -of all séniority
rights on the recall list. This allowed
the company: to then wéhire . those
people: from: the old job. whose coni-
duct hdd. not been: “offensive.” The
Negotiating' Committee new - :stanils
inisiructed .to hegotiate a senibrity
clatise - -based ' upoti - occtfiational
groufis as folows: 1. Skilled;.2. Semi-
skilled .. (gederal); 3. Semi-skilledl
(specific); 4. Geneéral.

Local 856 is a small but 1mportant
local in the UAW: Its importanoe lies
in the fact that it hds in the past and
still . does' represehit - & - considerable
threat to' the region.mathine, which
is pro-Addes. In: that sehisé it.can
expect nothing more than token Help
in-its thegotidtions twith the cohipany:.
A Victory on the -wage qliestion and
the' senivrity clauseé would reptesent
a gredt.victory for this locsl-eut off
from the: main strength of :the inter-
national uhion by a- z‘egiona-l director
and rTepresentatives who suppdrt the
Addes-Staliflist ‘wing of the UAW.

)

2. That ihe four-watch sys‘lem.
forty-hour shore week, be insti-
tuted. y

In addltlon, the demands include
a guaranteed’ annual wage, annual
leave with pay, 8l shipping through-
the union hall. for all key ratings,
an* improvement in manming 'seales,
and a hedlth'and welfare fund, in-
cluding pensions, for seamen and
their dependents, to he pald for by
the shipowners,

This set of demands is . now under

~

degistry

discussion in the NMU branches.
Meanwhile; in the NMU, the
struggle against the corrupt Stalin-
ist machine continues unabated. In
his:ecolumn in the Pilot.of this week,
Joseph Curran, president of the

‘NMU, called upon the membership

in the by-elections for port officials
held this past week. The results of
this election will be reported in
LABOR ACTION when they are

announced by the NMU. !

New York Telaphone Operators

Ordered Back by Union Leaders

NEW YORK, May 5—The first seri- -

ous  break in thé nation-wide tele-
phone strike occurred tol!a.y, with
the heéads of the - four inﬂependent
unions of the New York Telephone
Company elnployees ordermg their
workérs back to. worir. The settlement
—termed. & capitulation. by the Na-
tiona;l Federdtion of Telephone Work-
er§ umiofis that remain om strike—
was ;neaeiled Jast -Wednesday, April
30, ‘ont the basis of 4 general $4.00
weekly increase in wages.

This increase should be compared
to the orlgmai $21 demand of the
New York unions. The national
NFTW demands, originally-amount-
ing to $12 weekly, were recéntly low-
ered to $6.00 as a result of the CIO
steel settlement, which. the wunion
leaders regard as a pattern.

MYSTERY SURROUNDS RETURN

Consxderable mystery surrounded
the sudden decision of the New York
unions to bring an end to the strike
before an adequate national settle-
ment has been reachéd. i

.The United Telephone Orga.mzs.-
tions, the union of the maintenance
men here, had held 4 series of meni-
bership meetiigs on Thursday atid
Frldqy. &t which all seétions of the
methbeérship had voteﬂ to: reject the
$4.00 wage pact, .and’ to stay. out on
strike. At that time: Chaﬂes “H.' Par-
sons, president of the nnion, had told
his members that !Ie ihought the pact
“stinks,” and had tHerefore® urged it
to be rejected by the mémbership.
Nevertheless, at a secret meeting of
the board of directors of the union on
Saturday, Parsons refused to cast his

decisive.vole ’agtinst ‘Ahis sabotage of!

the rank+and file "decision of two
days before.

When - interviewed by reporters,
Parsons refused to explain his rea-
sons for reversing his stand.

Mass Achon Is

(Contmued irom page 1)

But apart from electloneermg as-
pects .of the statement by these gen-
tlemen, their motives are worth a
little .attention. Espeelaily so as their
statement is issued one day after one
of the big vepresentative bodies of
American: proﬂteermg, the Chamber
of Commerce, issued .a statement
warning against pressure to reduce
prices. It would on the surface, ap-
pear .as though th:s “CI‘OSS sectlon
of  business was_at varlancc with the
Chamher of Gommeree Is it though‘?
Is their statement any' real pressure
to reduce prices?

- Not. by a long shot! Theu- statement
ig: caleulated to aci'\lleve the exact
opposite: .to - forestall the deyelop-
ment of a mass pressure on prices
under .the pretense of lea.dershlp in
the : mat.ter by big busmess itself. We
have. a,t the most-a - ﬂiwsion of opin-
ion: between two sections oi’ big bisi-
ngss; one-wwhich feels that the best
way. fte: hanale the sntnatlon is to
keep : ‘muin; .another which beheves
that ;the . best results in. m:lking the
peaple dry and preventing their in-
dignation from exploding is to offer
thent pap in- the form .of sta.terrrents
which pledge- “responsibuity

These 23 men’ are worried about
what may come. They are afraid of
a “serious price slump later.” They
are dfrajd that the mass: of people
rhight. aetually force @ genuine re-
duetlon in pnees ‘They are afraid
{hat, at the very least, a mute buyers’
strike .will leave their stocks idle on
the shelves.

PROPOSE STATUS QUO

It is, for -example, significant that
a -prime: mover_ in the.statement is
Besdrdsley Fuml of the fabulously
rich R: H. Macy & Co: Recenfly Macy
sratehied a 1ot of publicity for itself
with full:page dds supplemented by
fréé .news columns, calling for a re-
duction of prices. The fact of the
maéatter was simply that “retail sales
aré lagging and inventories are be-
ginning to .cause sothe worries,”

Ifi a sense; theh, the present state-
ment;. as.-were - the full-page Macy
ads; s 8 come-on. o buy. We haven‘t

chétked Macy prices. It may well be :

that prices were knocked down a
few .. tents, ;The . fact remains that
prices dre so far out of, ime that a
few ‘cents .0ff is;hot enough, even if
it «does pull some people into the
store.

What do ,th,ese meh propose"
“Prites .., must be brought down as

A similar situation of mystery ex-
ists in the union of the operators,
the Traffic Employees. Association.

Mrs. Horn, president of that umion, -

has so far refused to make public’
the results of a poll that was taken
Saturday among 2,300 Manhattan op-
erators on the issue of -acceptance or
rejection of the $4.00 agreement. She
did, however, order the girls back
to work.

CROSS PICKET LINE -

On the basis of these facts, it seems
reasonable to question the behavior
of the New York telephone unions’
leadorshlp

New York telephone workers who
went  back to work today have
crossed the picket lines of the long-
distance ‘and other AT&T workers,
We believe that tlrey were badly ‘ad:
vised, especlal]y in view of the fact
that the NFTW urged every employee
of the New York Telephone Com-
pany to respect its-picket lines and,
in return, guaranteed job protection
agamst possible retaliation. by the
company It is especially. worth not-
ing that workers who crossed the
lines -did so reluctantly.. Many “were
seen’ sobbing. Pickets; recognized the
inwillingnéss of the gitls to cross the

on orders from theig union leader-
ship. A ’

Only ' the continued solldamty of
all telephone worker's can bring a

. victory over the Bell trust and ‘its

owners, the Morgan bankers. But the
confusing, - split-up eorganization . of
the telephone unions, and the inex-
periérice and-ineptnéssiof:a good: part
of the leadership operates against -
efficient management of. the strike,
and undermines the solidarity in ac-
tion that:the ranks. have demon-
strated.

rapidly as orderly readjustmcnt al-
lows.” That is the sum and substance
of what these “responsible,” “public
spirited” ‘profiteers offer. They admit
that reliance on the “semi-automatic
regulation of prices” ,won't: bring
prices down; that the promise- of low
‘prices -and full production that ac-
companied the scuttling of price:con-
trol was so much dust in the people’s
eyes. They are worried, we repeat,
that the people might. get the idea of
doing somethihg. And so, you see,
they go half-way to meet the people,
admit ‘that something is wrong, and
then propose that it be left...to
them! .

To them! They are the very people
who forced the rise in prices so that
they <could amass greater profits,
They dre the very people who--live

by dnd prosper under this systeth of -

"free -enterprise” - which - ocoaslons
want in the midst -of plenty. They
wanit it left in' their hands! But in

the columri adjoining the story of -

their statemeént in the New Yotk
Tines is anhother story headlined
“Price Cui Drives Séenh as- Failire.”
The story refers to- the experimeérits
in price outtmg that foilowed Tru-
man’s speéch on. prlcos, the  “New-

buryport Plan,” the “Jackson Heights

Plan;” -ete, The less said about these
plans the better! ,

What was Truman's - program?
Make a big to-do about cutting prices
to take the Heat off the icapitalist
politicians, and. leave it to business.
We already know what that means.
At best, note that: at best!, ‘it means
a slight reduction in prices that need
to come down drastically, - and then
-only to the extent that there is mass
vigilance against the exceptional rob-
bery of eurlent prices. .

SOMETHING CAN BE DONE

Can, then, nothing be done about
prices? We of the Workers Pmty and
of LABOR ACTION believe there is
much that can be done. In our last
week’s issue we outlined. a plan of
attack. Here we shall repeat it only
briefly: !

The first thing to establish is that
organized labor, and the people as
a whole, must actively intervene,
That means organization, the kind of
organlzat.lon that already exists here
and there on a small scale, but ele-
vated to a much higher scale and
plag of activity. Concrete}y

onsurﬁers Commlttees, cotnposed
of housewwes a.mi _union representa-
tives, tackling the probiem in neigh-

TAPPING THE WALL STREET me

By JACK RANGER

. THINGS ARE TOUGH ALL OVER
'

A pretty reliable index of economic conditions is to
be found in the sales of newspapers and publications.
Rec'entiy your favorite newspaper Tan a subseription
campaign. Sub-getters for LABOR ACTION reported
that many workers apologized for not subseribing, with
the words that they Just didn’t have the dough to spare.
LABOR. ACTION is the most deserving of working
class support of all publications issued in the United
to réject the Communist Party slate  giates, It is the most consistent and intelligent defender ’
of labor’s rights. Its readers are often presented with
information found in*no other paper. Hundreds of de-
voted readers make considerable sacrifices to assure
its regular appearance, at a_‘ip_\g_,pr_ige.

/LABOR ACTION is the indispensable paper to keep
you up-to-date on what is.hoppening in the world, how
it .affects: the working ¢lass, and -what is the socialist
program. fo transform society. | ask each reader of LA
who is not alreudy a suhsci‘lber. to take out your purse,
see if you can send in a buck for your sub and still have
enough to get along on until next payday. Send in your
sub today. The poper has earned your support. You owe
it to yourself and your future to support LABOR ACTION.

It is some consolation to discover that the Big Busi-
ness press is running into real difficulties today to re-
tain readers. Four leading magazines, according to the
Wall Street Journal, are finding subscriptions running
45 to b0 per cent below a year ago. Services which sell
weekly business and political letters from Washington
and New York also are suffering a‘slump in business.
'One leading book club is reported to be getting 60 per
cent fewer subscriptions from its mail solicitation for
readers. Over-all, it is estimated that the nation’s 52
hook ‘clubs have-experienced a decline of 40 per cent.in
direct mail sales. Why? As one book club official states:
““Peop_ie just don’t have so much money ‘any more.”

A ri.uG FOR THE UNIONS

Each ‘of you probably has one. or two scissorbill
acquamtances who still haven’t got through their skulls
the immense gains which unions have made for the
working class in the past century. Here'’s a little item
to educate the seissorbills, culled from a recent talk by
a management. engineer, before the Illinois Manufac-
turers Costs Association. It is a page from a Chicago
rulebook, dated 1856.
Ninety years ago these were some of the working con-

department store’s employes’

ditions:

“Store musi' be open from 6 d. in ‘to 9 p.m. the year
tound: Each employe must pay not less than $5 d year to
the church and .must _attend Sunday school regularly.
Men employes are: given one evening a week for courting:
two if they attend prayer meeting. The employe. who is
in the habit. of smoking Spanish cigars, being sheved at
the barber's, going. 1o dances and other places of amuse-
mént will surely: givé his employer reason to be sus-
lines, that they were:doing so:only picious of his integrity and honesty. Affer 14 hours of
work i the store the léisure time should be spent mostly

in reading.”

.. You can g.ive a great big hand to unionism for bust-
ing up such conditions and liberating the workers from
long hours; stupid moralizing and heavy-handed pater-
nalism. Sute, maybe the employes of this store (prohb-
ably Marshall Field’s) weren’t themselves organized
until recently. But mnevertheless the shorter hours,
higher avages and mdepemdence from boss snooping won
by workers in othér industries——the steel rills, the coal
mines, the railroads, the factones—mewtahly had to

be granted in other industries.

Every man and woman who works for a living todcv
owes an immense debt of gratitude to the unrioh move-

/ay to Bring Prices Down - -

borhooﬂs and ooordmatmg ti:elr ac-
tivities on a city-wide and national
scale.

Such - committees can’ exert organ-
ized pressure oh price chisellers fiom
the big ‘manufacturer ‘down-to the
nelghborhood retailer. Such commit-
tees can organize, among - other
thmgs, ‘the miich talked of buyers’
strike. Buyers' strikes are a limited
form of acuon they can achieve so
much and no more. Within their lim-
its;* however, and if they are joined
with other forms of protest and ac-
tivity, the}r ‘can contribute to-a gen-
eral eampalgn agamst high prlces

WAGE INGREASES WITHOUT
PRICE INCREASES; [

Mr. Wilsoh, in contributing his few
bucks to the produetioh of the state-
ment we have discussed above, is
particularly concerned- that wages do
not go up: The man who now pre-
tends to be so. concerned about the
effects on consumer income of rising
prices, ‘some months #Hgo issued a
statement calling for 4 moratorium
on wage increases. That is his real
opinion, as witnessed-in His negotia-
tions with Gerneral Electric workers
for-wage increases.

That is his opinion ‘and His ititerest
Oiuirs is’ difterent. Wiges nihist be
brought into line with prices and, in
addition, provide a basis for a BET-
TER! STANDARD. of living. The sio-
gan fiist used by thé Generil-Mdtors
strikérs last year; impieiiented as it
was by a program calling for open-
ing the books of the corporation and
assertilg l1aboi’s rights to. interfere

in the prerogatives of ‘“free enter--

prise, » is as valid today as it was a
year ago,

Important sectlons of the labor
movement have already signed new
wage agreements,. some (as-the steel
workers) for as long as two years.
But there are great sections of the
labor movement which have not yet
signed a new agreement. And, in any
case, the agreément signed in steel
and auto cannot stand for long: the
price. and wage situation will not
permit it. The. issue must necessarily
rise again even in these industries
before the year is out.

A PLAN OF ACTION

It would be the worst kind of folly
for labor to submit fo the artificially
contrwed formula of a 15-cent wage
increase. It is not enough It is un-
warranted. It is strangilating, &as
other wage patterns have been. (In

ment. The best way to poy i-hui debt, ond to Iiifo a dife

with meaning, i§ fo get into fhe union movement dnd
make it even better.:Organize in the unions to-throw out
the‘pietdrd ‘drtists, the -agents of the bosses and of the
boss: pelifical patties. Make every union a cledn, déemo-
cratic orgénization, militant in the interests of the whole
woriung class. Future generoi-ions will owe you a debt
of grdtitude; &s you owe the debt to the iinion pioficers,

Incidentally, the “management engineer™ who dug
up the above item was complaining that the worker, in
gaining shorter hours, higher wages, and “indépendence
from the boss’ rather heavy paternalism, has lost some-
thing:. he has lost touch with things.”

It seems that an employe who had just recewed hzs

2b-year service pin from a boss, didn’t know when his

rarce,

Lin 1929,

compauy was founded, the number of its: plants, more

. than two of its 200 ploducts, the location of its head-’
quarters, the source of a single raw material, details
of the operdtion which preceded and foiiowed hls own,
the name of the company’s president, or the meaning
of “free enterprise.”

What really irks the’ “management engmeer,” how-
éver, is the fact that this worker knew the names of: hig

" union, of three of its five officers, of- two columnists of
the union paper, and knew of  some direct benefits the
union had secured for him. He also knew what collec-
tive bargaining wss. I say this worker knew the most
important things about his job. !
NATIONALISM IN THE MODERN WORLD

Some weeks ago I wrote of the background of the
International Trade Conference now under: way in
Geneva, Switzerland, pointing out that some far—sighted
representatives of Big Business in this eoutitry had
figured that, with industry abroad devastated by the
recent war, it would be smart business for U. S. manu-
facturers to launch a wor ldwrde campaign to cut tar-
iffs. and other barriers to international trade. Oné of
the heavy oharges Marx levied against capitalism was
that it is unable to so organize the world economy as
to permit a free flow of commodities. This results in
lower livinig standards the world over.

Well, theé U. S. program is having tough sieddmg
these days In the first place, U. S. businessmen filed
more than 1,000 briefs demanding that specific items
be eliminated from the lists on which the government
was prepared to lower tariffs. Then, on the eve of the
conference, Britain and its dominions revealed the -ex-
istence of a sécret Empire trading agreement, aimed
essentially at U. S. competitors. The Geneva conference
has been under way two . weeks at thls wutmg, and
hasn’t got anywhere,

The Wall Street Journal correspondeai' reporis illq‘l'
deiegui‘es from Aosirﬂl!n. Canada, Czecheslovakia and

“aré generally disappointéd with U. S. offers of

tariff toncessions.” The - U. S. delegation; sn- the - ofHer
hand; is “frankly displeased” with the Inadeqmﬂe can-
cessions offered by other nations. And the reporters are
dispieosed becaiise members of the U. S. delegation ﬁuve
been warned they would be sent home if they- divilged
any .information about tariff falks. An air of cynicism
perv&des the meeting, and dlféady the possi’bﬂdy is be-
ing discussed of o general waik-out, -ied possibly by

Australio- (acting on a cue from England), after which

the entire negotiations may fold up,
divided economically’infe the
ments that preceded the last big blow-up of eopliolhm

leaving !he world
sanie dirtight compari-

The profit- hungt‘y eapltahsts of the world, ‘even to
save their own necks and their own systém, can’t or-

ganize the earth’s economy. to permit the free and un-

passing, we note that the industrial
lords of this nation who howled that
wage demands cannot be dealt with
on a national basis when the CIO,
in the famous Nathan Report, pro-
posed a 30-cent wage increase, be-
cause it presumably did not take into
consideration the ability of different
industries to pay, are now mighty
anxious to establish a general wage
pattern.) ]

Miuch else enters into a comprehen-
sive program .on prices. ‘We have,.for
example, omrtted one essential part
of any real price program: A RISING
SCALE OF WAGES, OR ESCALA-
TOR CLAUSE, so that wages can

keep pace with prices. It is our pur-

pose here to outline only the nature
of the approach: mass action as
against reliance on the profiteers
and their agents in government. We
wish, however, to end with d proposal
that we have raised in connection

hampered flow of goods. Capitalism ean’t do the job—
but the coming socialist world can and will.

with varnou’s of the problems that
confront labor, notably the antl-labor
drive.

® We have proposed, in connéctibn
with the anti-labor drive; tHat -thé
unions be called upon to orgafiize d
MASS MARCH ON WASHINGTON
and GENERAL 24-HOUR WORK
STOPPAGE! ;

With a labor movement conscious
of the need. for action and of its own
strength, and speaking plainly its in-
tenuon to throw its organized forces
into the fight on every front, ore ac-
tion, however limited in immedidte

scope, can serve for many purposes‘

We are confident that -a forthrlght
declaration of labor mrhtancy on one
issue will spell vretory on other m»
stes, and “that it will rally ‘to -the
side of labor the great mass 0f peo-
ple whose interests on prices and
other miatters are essentially thé same
as labor's.

French Crfsrs s

(Contmued from page l)

latest development. The, Stalinists,

dissatisfied with French foreign pol-
icy and its growing orientation to-
ward Anierica (as seen at the Mos-
cow Conference), are oncg more ex-

.erting their powerful influen e, due

to their leadership over the Frehch
working class, upon the government.
The legitimate economic and wage

demands of the workers are skill--

fully played upon by the Fretich
agents of Russia (the leaders of the
Communist. Party) in an effort to
halt the drift of France toward
Amierican imperialism. It is a game
of ‘political blackmail, with the Stal-
inists . manipulating millions of
workers organized in the French
Confederation of Labor -(CGT) on
the one hand, and the Socialist lead-
ers, Blum and Ramadier, together
with the right-wing parties, using
the promise of further credits and
food imports from America on the
other hand

I.IKEI.Y ALTERNATIVE

The Socialist Party must decide
what to do. Will it govern Without .
the Stalinists and thus run the risk
of facing a wave of mass strikes by
the Stalinist-led workers? The. 30,000
Renault workers have alteady -dem-
onstrated through témporaty work

st,oppages, therr eagerness for strlke
artion. Or will it resign from the

- government ahd let the rlght-wmg

MRP and its supporters formi #n
outright pro-American, 1eactlonary
governiment? Or will it make new
dand fufther efférts to win back tHe
Stalinists to the cabinet; accepting
the thesis that: one cannot get along
with them or withott them?

This last dlternative sebims ' the
most likely one to be followed. ‘The
Stalinists seem prepared for such ‘a
move, anxious as they are to remain
in the government. Floriichd. ‘Bonite,
a powerful Stalinist Iead,er, decldred
that his party was “a government
party, all the nioke responslbie for
being. the first party of Francs.”

Next week’s LABOR ACTION
will contain a ‘more detalled analy-
sis.of the Frernch erisis, based upon
reports directly from tHst eouﬂtry.

Harlem Branch
Irivites You to.
“X NIGHT iN
MONTE cAiil.o" :
MAY 10. — €Ty CENTER

114 W. 14th St, N. Y. ¢
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Jdpan‘e‘se E’eCﬁons Reveal Sharp
Shift in Political Relationships

m'r JACK BRAD - p

The mcand national elechons in
post-war Japan were - concluded on
Apnl 25. It is possible now to make
a ‘more  precise analysis of the rela-
twe lmportance of the classes and
pol:tlcal parnes in Japanese life,

A epmparison with last year’s clec-
tmns reveals a great change. Most
amazing is the drop in the number
of voters The total vole cast lasi
year was over 35 million; that is, al-
most the entire eligible electorate
turned out. In the tally for the lower
house of the itwo-chamber legisla-
ture, 25 million people voted. This
was 3 considerably higher total than
the number participating in the elec-
tipns for the upper house and in the
prefectures.

Details are not yet avallabTe here
b_ecause the heavy MacArthur cen-
sorship slows up communication. It
is-_.ai)parent, however, that there was
a much smaller falling off in the
ecountryside than in the cities.. The
drop in .the vote becomes; therefore,
a most notable feature. This must be
interpreted in the light of the active
class struggle that the working class
has. waged in the cities throughout
this past year up until the aborted
general strike on January 31.

CLASS PROGRAM EMERGES

This period was characterized by
great mass activity of a comprehen-
sive political character. Frequent
mass demonstrations took place in all
the large cities. The political keynote
was the demand for an end to the
Yoshida government of the Zaibatsu
(Japan’s monopolists). Stormy meet-
ings before the ministerial palace in
Tokyo sought to oust Yoshida physi-
cally.

Sharp crlhcnsm of the govern-
inmt's stupld and lethargm inability
to meet the crisis of inflation, collapse
of food distribution and mass unem-
ployment filled the press and speech-
es of demonstrators. Out of these
criticisms arose a dynamically dis-
tinet class program demanding work-
ers’ control of food distribution, a
sliding scale of rations, workers’ con-
trol of production and an end to the
criminal Zaibatsu.

The Social Democracy recorded im-
pressive gains. Receiving only 18 per
cent of the vote on April 10, 1946, the
party rose steadily in popularity un-
til toward the end of 1946, in a poll
4aken by the newspaper, Asahi, it
reached a high of over 45 per cent
support, whereas 67 per eent stated
oppdsition or coolness to the govern-
ment. This was the case despite Mac-
Arthur’s consistent support to the re-
actionary coalifion of Yoshida's Lib-
eral Party and Foreign Minister Shi-
dehara’s Progressive Party (recently
rénamed Democrats).

During this period the trade unions
grew rapidly, from no members and

no organization in August, 1945, to-

‘about 5,000  unions containing "~ four
and a half million members foday.
This phenomenal expansion was ac-
companied by great militaney and in
‘several cases the workers took over
control of production. The aetivities
“of ‘the trade unions reached a head
with the aftempted general strike.

‘This strike was broken by the direct °

‘intervention of MacArthur's staff.
Until the attempted general strike

the clags struggle was characterized

by . wide ~extra-pafliamentary  activ-

ity, which drew into its orbit the
growing mass of organized workers
at the head of a national movement
which achieved actual majority sup-
port from the middle classes as well,
MacArthur followed his strike-break-
ing with the call for a new national
election with the object of taking ad-
vantage of the effects of the strike's
collapse to derail this extra-parlia-
mentary activity into “normal” and
controllable channels inside the gov-
ernment.

MIDDLE CLABS SHIFT

The decreased popular vote means,
then, that large sections of the work-
ing class do not yet have faith in
MacArthur's new legislature and its
ability to solve their problems. They
have learned the value of controlling
the factories and streets rather than
legislative seats. It also means, how-
ever, that the setback that followed
January 31 still weighs heavily, For
since that date no serious strikes or
demonstrations have occurred. To
this extent MacArthur's treacherous
tactic' succeeded.

Nevertheless, the workers emerge

from the election as an organized -

political class, though the instrument
for this expression is the ineffectual,
compromising and faction-torn So-
<cial Democracy. Last year the SDP
received over eight million votes.
This year the SDP received only
6,600,000 votes, but this represents a
proportionate increase of the reduced
total, giving it about 145 seats or the
largest single - represehtation in the

Jlower house. The SDP also is the
largest party in ‘the upper house. In

the prefectural councils (state legis-
latures) the SDP is not the largest
party, but it has a substantial repre-
sentation of 242.

The Liberal Party received 12,000,-
000 votes last year and the Progres-
sive received 10,700,000.. This year
the two parties together received 13,-
500,000, or a drop of almost 10 mil-
lion wvotes. It is, therefore, obvious

that the major shift has occurred -

among the middle classes, who early
in 1946 were increasingly disillu-
sioned with the reactionary parties
and tended to support the SDP as
representative of the proletariat’s
national leadership. After January
31, 1947, this sentiment fell rapidly
as the working class took no new ini-
tiative to meet the terrible *March
crisis” which has lasted through Ap-
ril as well. The conclusion is ines-
capable that substantial sections of
the middle classes' were abstention-
ist in the election' because of disil-
lusionment in the present régime and
without an alternative.

STALINISTS DECLINE

MacArthur has made great pub-
licity out of the severe defeat of the
Communists.. His gloating has con-

- siderable justification. The CP was

‘the 'largest proportionate loser in the
elections. Its loss is over 50 per cent,
from two million to 870,000. In the
prefectural legislatures it has no
representatives, only three in the
upper house and retains its four low-
er house seats. :
The CP’§ decline is part of the
growing fear of the masses of in-
volvement in another war. MacAr-
thur has. exploited this fear to tie
the ' Japanese incteasingly to Amer-
‘ican imperialism. The new MacAr-

thur constitution prohibits-a separate
Japanese military. establishment. Yet
Japan is caught between two mon-
strously huge contending imperial-
isms. It seeks protéction from one,
and MacArthur has driven home
America’s permanent imperialist in-
terest in Japan.

There are other 'factors as well,
such as the repudiation of strikes
for political purpeses by Sanzo No-
zaka, the CP leader, at a time when

‘the workers felt the power of their

mass actions. The CP has not differ-
entiated itself programatically in any
remarkable fashion. It tends to tail-
end the pronouncements of General
Kuzma Derenyanka, the Russian rep-
resentative on the Tokyo Allied Con-
trol Commission, Iis political pro-
gram calls for a “popular front of all
democratic elements.” In the trade
unions it is to the right of the Syn-
dicalists and the left wing of the
SDP. Iis handling of the general
strike was ineffectual. Recently some
of the tightest Stalinist controlled
unions have begun to break away.

For the moment, then, MacArthur
appears to have aceomplished his
purpose  in strengthening the hand
of the reactionaries in Japan and in
disorienting the mass struggle. How-
ever, neither he nor his gquislings
have taken the first step toward res-
olution of the overshadowing eco-
nomic crisis. After a brief period of
waiting for parliamentary results,
the working class may again be
forced to the streets and factories
for results.

The election results have not upset

(Continued on page 6)

By WILLIAM BARTON

OR a time, some sections

of American capitalism
have been trying to find out
how best to placate their work-
ers without giving them too
much power and yet maintain
high production. Much money
has been spent on research
projects. Frequent small-scale
experiments have been at-

tempted while scholars of i
dustrial relations” craned their n'ecks
to see the results.

One of the most extensive  re-
search jobs. has been done at plants
of the Western Electric Corporation,
large AT&T.subsidiary, by the Har-
vard Business School under the di-
rection of one Elton . Mayo. These
studies -have become the basvs for
most  commentafies on the sub;ect
By actually studying workers’ atti-
tudes they: discovered the essential
fact that the old schemes of ‘profit
sharing,. company publicity, model
villages and ‘all. the paraphernalia
that .comprised - the company: union
approach. were laughed at by the
workers. The appalenﬂy startling
revelation “was made that workers

usually felt themselves .apart from

.shown, he says,

iy
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A Paper in the Interests of Labor
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1. Introduction
THE period ahead in the United

States will be characterized by
sharpening class struggles. The is-
sues around which they will be
fought will transcend the traditional
trade -union level and increasingly
foree the labor movement to concen-
trate on the broad social and eco-
nomic questions that constitute the
fundamental problems of our time.
This development will continue to
heighten the political consciousness
of the working class and, in turn,
will be spurred on by the latter. The
sharpening struggles, the nature of
the issues involved and the height-
ened political consciousness of the
working class will lead to a political
re-alignment on the American scene
‘with the working class undergoing a
rapld growth of class consciousness
resultmg in the establishment of la-
bor as an independent class political
force.

The objective basis for this political
development will be the limited eco-
nomic boom that will characterize
American econemy for the coming pe-
riod. Though the emergence of a
boem in American economy in this
stage of world capitalism temporarily
“reverses” the historic trend, it does
not eliminate it. Born of the special
position of American capitalism in
the post-war world, of America’s tra-
ditional resources in industry, agricul-
fure and manpower and of the unique
internal economic situation (accumu-
lated individual savings mostly in the
hands of the middle class, and tre-
mendous consumer demands assuring
d ready mbrkeﬁ which resulted from
the war economy, the economic boom
will exhaust itself as a short cycle
within the historic tendency of capi-
talist decline and will be absorbed by
the latter.

However, the political line of our
party, unlike its, programmatic prin-
ciples, must be based directly udpon
the immediate eycle, rather than up-
on ‘the historic. curve. Our party,
therefore, bases itself upon the pros-
pect of w:rrkmg class struggles that
develop in accordance with the forms
of struggle produced by a period of
relatively high employment and eco-
nomic instability characteristic of an
inflationary  period with constantly
changing wage-price relationships.
The forms of working class struggle
under these conditions are primarily

strike struggles that' are born of the '

self-confidence of the workers in a
period of ‘high employment and the
pressure of rising prices upon their
living standards. However, the na-
ture of the historic epoch of capital-
ism as well as the immediate prob-
lems confronting the workers does
not peimlt these mass struggles to
remain at the s1mpie wage level.

DEVELQP]NG A!_I ARENA
OF SOCIALIST ORGANIZATION

The relationship of wages, prices
and profits forces labor to face the
problems of the economy as a whole
and, thereby, challenges capital’s un-
hmlted control over production.
Strikes that have as their objective
labor’s intervention in eontrolling
prices and profits challenge the fun-

Industrialists Finance a Survey and

Scholars’”’ Find Wages Are Unimportant!

and opposed to the company, and
that trade unions not only formed a
mechanism for their struggle against
the company, but’ gave them a feel-
ing of belonging which they could
not find in the factory itself.

Summarizing much of this re-
search and experience was a series
of articles in Harper's several
months ago by Peter Drucker, pre-
vieusly most famous for his book
with the fantastic title, “The End
of Economic Man.” Motivated by a
strong desire for “industrial peace”
and the preservation of capitalist
democracy, he examined the history
‘of “industrial relations” and wrote

“these magazine pieces as advice to

the industrialists.

WAGES UNIMPORTANT

‘Drucker claims that the most im-
portant common error to be clarified
is that the “wage question” is a ma-
jor cause of “unrest.” It has been
that  far more im-
portant are the following: the work-
ers’ resentment toward working con-
ditions (which includes hiring, firing,
promotions and job classification),
the attempt by employers to set
workers against each other, the lack
of any feeling of meaning in their
work, the -effects of assembly line
production upon the individual, the

oveér-all insecurity -of the job. To de-

crease “conflict,” increase productiv-

program For U. S, L
In Post-War Capitalism!

in the United States which is
‘printed on this page was adopted
by the National Convention of the
Workers Party held on May 30-
June - 2, 1946. The  convention
adopted the resolufion . in draft
form and autherized the incoming
National Committee to edit and
elaborate it. The reason .for its
present publication lies in the na-
ture of the current economic and
political situation in the coilnfry.
and conforms with our practice ‘of
making public the most important
political resolutions and state-
ments of the Workers Party.

The “boom™ périod,
which we are now living, reflected
by almost total employment and a

The resolution of the Situation

-mieresf it will serve them as a

ﬂl_rouéll ‘ ‘prnblems which face the economic

high rate of production, also re-
veals sharp contradictions which
prepare for a coming economic
crisis of great severity which is
bound to have a determining ef-
fect in intensifying the struggle of
the workers in. order to live. The
present “boom" is also accompa-
nied by an offensive of labor cen-
tered in the most reactionary
Congress the couniry has ever
seen,

. We are certain that our readers
Wwill find this resolution of extreme

guide to an understanding of the
situation in the country and the

and political organizations of the
working class.—Editors.

damental social relations of capital-
ist production. Such objectives can-
not be realized purely through
strikes nor within a single industry.
The struggle for these objectives
forces labor to forge political weap-
ons and develop a program for the
class as @ whole. Given the nature of
the period and the objectives of la-
bor, the politicalizatien of its strug-
gle will not substitute purely parli-
amentary actions for mass struggles,
but will, rather, fuse economic and
political struggles  in a mianner
fraught with revolutionary potenti-
alities.

The Workers Party, therefore,
looks ahead with confidence and an-
ticipation to the coming period as
the one which will mark the begin-
ning of the American labor move-
ment's liberation from its bourgeois
chains and its long-awaited entry
upon the stage of history as an inde-
pendent class force. With this devel-
opment, the role of the Marxists in
the United States will undergo a de-
cisive change. For the first time in
its history American: Marxism will
be functioning in the midst of a po-
litically organized - working . class.
The indispensable arena for the
building of the mass revolutionary
party will have been erected. The
Workers Party considers the coming
period as decisive in determining the
extent to whieh it can gear itself to
play a vanguard rolé in the building
of such a mass revolutionary party:
Determined to concentrate its maxi-
mum forces in. industry and the
trade unions, armed with. its pro-
gram of transitional demands, the
party enters this period with an un-
derstanding of its tasks based on the
following analysis of the American
scene,

2. Capitalism
At War’s End

The United States emerged from

World War II as the dominant world
power. Already the world’s most

powerful industrial nation at the be- -

ginning of the war, the United
States, far from suffering war-time
devastation as affected every other

Their

\

major power, emerged from the war
with a vastly expanded means of
produetion. Manufaeturing faeili-
ties, skilled labor force, land under
cultivation, mines in operation, sci-
entifically increased produetivity of
labor and available investment eapi-
tal all increased in the  United
States, whereas the world trend in
thesc .basic economic categories has
been’ a sharp and catastrophic de-
cline during the course of the war.
In shipping alone, the United States
constructed a ‘merchant marine
equal to the combined merchant

fleets of the world before the war.

Basing itself upon its overwhelming
economiec superiority, the United
States constructed a military ma-
chine that stands second to none. Its
air force, backed by a tremendous
aireraft industry, is in a class by it-
self. Its naval power outweighs that
of Great Britain, the only remaining
important naval power, by a wide
margin.

~ The only serious rival o American
world domination is Russia, with
whom - American - imperialism must
share domination of Europe and Asia.
In fact, Russiq remains the only nation
not subject to 'direct pressure of
Americqgn imperialism., However, de-
spite many advantages which the Rus-
sien ruling class enjoys over the
American in the form of its national-
ized economy, its totalitarian reqi-
mentation, its greater manpower and
land mass and the peculiar influence
it ‘wields in key couatries (France)
through the Stalinist parties, it re-
mains incomparably weaker in the
decisive sphere of industrial produc-
tivity,

However, the United States has
achieved this unique and unprece-
dented world position in a period of
historie decay of international capi-
talism and under conditions of gen-
eral ruin and chaos in the most im-
portant centers of civilization (KEu-
rope, Asia). The very process of
eliminating its rivals, destroying its
enemies and bankrupting its allies,
by which American imperialism
emerged on top, has also created a
world situation that renders the full
exploitation of its dominant position
all but impossible. The imperialist
war, through which the leading im-
perialist. nations sought to resolve
their internal - economic prohlems,

olutionary struggle for genuine in-

#o achieve any serious measure of in-

ing drastically below their preiwar

‘is completely excluded. The prospect

has brought in its wdke an 'intensi-
fication of all the contradictions of
world capitalism and, therefore, a
worsening of the internal problems,
either immediately or within a short i
period, of ‘each of the capitalist #a-
tions. The United States, regarded
as the one “lucky” power, the “real
victor,” ete., is nmot immune to this
basic development. The vitality
shown by American e¢onomy in its
war production, which surpassed the
most optimistic estimates, ¢annot ob-
scure the faet that for ten years pre-
ceding the war (1929-39) American
economy was in this grip of a para-
lyzing depression. Unless American
iniperialism can set world economy
on its feet and stabilize it, as a pre-
condition to exploiting it, world eco-
nomic chaos will plunge American
economy back to its pre-war levels
and beyond.

WORLD STABILITY,
PEACE IMPOSSIBLE

American policy is, therefore, di-
rected toward the achlevment of
world stability, peace and equilibri-
um as the indispensable prerequisite
to the achievement of its world
aims. As part of this policy is its
support of the United Nations, the
World Bank, the UNRRA, the In-
ternational Labor Olgamzat:on, and
other measures of international con-
trol in which the United States is as-
sured the final, decisive voice. *Also
as part of 'this poliey of stabilization
is its building up of counter-weights
to the Stalinist parties where they
achieve mass influence (primarily
Western Eurepe) in the form of the
Social - Democracy  and “liberal”
Catholic parties. Of the same pat-
tern is its intervention in the ecolo-
nial struggles on behalf of negoti-
ated solutions which avoid wholesale
violence against the oppressed na-
tion but divert the latter from a rev-

P

depend_ence through compromise ar-
rangements which benefit primarily
the eolonial bourgeoisie.

'However, the udvunced stage of
disinfegration - of world. cnplh!ﬁm
will not permit American imperiglism

ternational stability and peace, even
for a short time. Economic stabiliza-
tion is only possible on the basis of -
an acceptance of a standard of liv-

levels on the part of the majority of
the nations of the world. The volun-
tary acceptance of such a status un-
der conditions of American exploita-
tion of world resources and markets

is for quife the opposite—sharpening
class conflict and continued political
instability within the impoverished na-
tions and a rising tide of nationgl 're-
sentment and resistance to American
domination. Despri‘e all its "liberal”
and “pacifistic™ policies, American
imperialism is rapidly earning fthe
weéll-deserved hatred of the .op-
pressed and exploited pqoples_ every-
where, as has been the case with
every oppressor nation throughout
history. For ‘behind these policies di-
rected toward world stabilization is
the driving will of the American rul-
ing class for an "American solution" -
(Continued from page 5)

ity, lower fatigue and develop as
much satisfaction on the job'as pos-
sible, he offers a program predicated
upon “intelligence” and the absence
of a spirit of “guerrilla warfare” on
the part of all concerned.

First of all, there must be some
form of democratic control of “plant
community” life, based upon the' par-
ticipation of workers, as direetly as
can be worked out, in the determi-
nation of working conditions' (but
not such things as pricing, financing,
buying and selling, which must re-
main exclusive prerogatives of man-
agement). Unions have already as-
sumed some of these functions, but
they rarely control enough of the
plant life ‘and they frequently do not
allow for enough participation by
the individual worker. His idea of
possible solutions are the examples
presented of several shops where
workers’ committees in regular and
frequent meetings with full public-
ity actually determine, alone or in
consultation with the company, fac-
tory conditions. In some ¢ases they
even decided production policies.

He then tells of various plants that

have discovered means of eliminating

the worst features of assembly-line
work, of replacing atomization by
group loyalties, of encouraging ‘ini-
tiative, of giving the worker some
meaning in his job, of thus increas-
ing satisfaction and productivity. But

he always ties it in with his essen-
tial point—the need for the worker’s
participation in “plant government”
to make him feel that he is an “adult
and responsible ecitizen” in the com-
munity which is his factory. ‘“‘Intel-
ligent management” must learn to
utilize the results of these few valu-
able experiences.

o
'WORKER'S SOCIAL INTERESTS

‘There is the story of the Ohio war
plant which had no time to seriously
plan its work at the top and, because
of that, developed a conspicuous
group initiative and morale and re-
sultant high productivity. As an an-
swer to the automaton producing as-
sembly line, the case is given of a
Detroit plant that had a complete
aluminum “part manufactured by a
single ‘worker from a chart, a set-up
that was frequent in other shops
during the war. The learning process
was a little longer but the ultimate
result was, again, more interest in
work, greater productivity, better
efficiency and less fatigue.

A few more examples here and
there and Drucker has completed his
scheme — the intelligent application
of some form of “industrial democ-
racy” and the realization that work-
ers are not just raw material, to be
used up and tossed aside, but some-
thing akin to the machinery, to be
utilized and maintained with care

. as being closest to the worker’s heart

and interest. He realized that the
problem of insecurity is too big for
one firm, despite guaranteed .annual
wage plans; that it involves the en-
tire economic system, which he men-
tions only in passing. He is likewise
astute enough  to realize that em-
ployer - worker committees for the
mere sake of taking up worker sug-
gestions for improving produetion, .
s0 much publicized during the war, i
mean little to most workers, who re- :
gard thém in the same light as profit- e
sharing and model villages—futile, 2
snobbish and condescending attempts ey
to show that all were part of one .
big, hapmr family.

Drucker’s articles are interesting
indeed, especially since they come
from an avowed apologist for capi-
talism. His. discounting the impor-
tance of the wage issue sounds a lit--
tle wild, but it is well calculated.
No, the pocketbook still looms large
in the eyes of the worker, and any
attenipt to ignore this, however.
scholarly the approach, must “be.
treated with a little contempt. It is
the capitalist theorists’ attempt to
defend profits. At the same time it
“indicates that the worker is intér-
ested in all problems of his life and
not only wages.

The items emphasized by Drucker

reveal far more than he realizes.

(Continued on page 5)
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_Starl Now to Fight Ilent Boosl

The press has given considerable atten-
tion to prices. these past few weeks. Of
course, nothing was being done by “re-
sponsible” business circles except to snatch
a little free publicity for their respective
enterprises under the pretext of discussing
the price situation. However, while the
press found it expedient to give columns
of space to the utterly phony “Newbury-
port plah” and similar schemes to
“change’” the. general price picture, one
aspect of that situation has been generally
- overlooked. We refer to rents.

Everything appears to be calm on the

rent front. It would seem as though the
real estate lobby had withdrawn in defeat;
that rent control was safe for at least the
coming year. But nothing could be further
from the truth.
The fact of the matter is ﬂ'ld‘l‘ the House
- has, if we may borrow a sentence from a
New York Post columnist, YOTED TO
RAISE YOUR RENT! Yes; voted to raise
your rent. And it did so in the very bill ex-
hnding ‘rent control” to December 31.

The bill ltself is supposed to make you

feel as though the fight is won. But as the -

Post columnist Van Devander says: “The
real estate lobby got just about everything
it- wanted.” Thus, this “rent control” bill
provides that a landlord and tenant may
“agree” to raise the rent 15 per cent if
there is a two-year lease. Now, we could
go into details about how landlords will go

- about, perguadmg tenants to, sign_ the

_' “agreement” ; but we suspect that every
. ‘reader is sufficiently well-acquainted with
the. ways of landlordism. We'll cite only
_one way in which this can be done; the
bill provides that a landlord-can secure
the eviction of an uncooperative tenant by
_ announcing that he plans to “remodel” the
apartment. :
There is much else in the bill, including
.a provision for “home rule” which allows
states and municipalities to lift controls

without a popular referendum. Add to this
the various schemes already afoot to allow
for rent review in given areas, to relieve
“hardship” cases, and it all-totals up to a
pending rent boost. Local laws in various
states that presumably protect rent con-
trol will be of little use. In New York State
for example, there is a rent control law,
but it is operative ONLY if Congress com-
pletely eliminates controls.

That’s the situation.. The real estate
lobby has realized that it can execute its
designs more favorably in obscurity. Too
much hollering out in the open about rais-
ing rents merely brought mass protest.
It is much better for them to work quietly
with their loyal stooges in government.

_This particular bill is not yet signed
into law. There is consequently time to
act. But not too much time. Already rents
are going up in city after city. When the
big and public landlord drive was on some
weeks ago, it provoked -a mass protest
which, while disorganized, was still suffi-

.-ciently pomted to force a temporary re-

treat.

There are many things that demand our
attention and active intervention: the an-
ti-labor legislative drive, the whole price
situation and much else. While we atiend
to these other things, we must, however,
also remember to take appropriate action
on rent. Prices, rents, anti-labor drive,
and so forth—all of these are but different

aspects of a common problem: defending
the welfare, rights and. living standards

of the people in generul and of labor in
particular. -

If we are not to succumb to the crush-
ing effects of uncontrolled rents, we must
organize in our neighborhoods and cities,
and through our unions, to serve notice on
the rent profiteers that the people, backed
by the organized strength of the labor

movement, will not permxt ANY KIND

of rent boost!

Ky

What Did the Gentlemen Prove?

Twenty-seven economic experts have
just prepared a report on the future of
America for the Twentieth Century Fund,
an institution organized and financed by
Edward A. Filene, Boston merchant. The
gist of this lengthy and expensive report
" is that the industrial development of the
United States is nothing.short of a miracle
as expressed in the rise of productivity
which placed the country at the top of the
capitaljst heap.

On the assumption of a normal future—
- no war and no economic crises—the ex-
- perts predict a rosy future for the Ameri-

" can economy and the mass of inhabitants

"of the nation. This forecast is buttressed
by a great deal of historical data which
shows the great changes that have taken
place in the last 150 years. Certainly his-
tory will bear out the unquestionable eco-
nomic progress of the country rooted in
‘a series of special factors typical only of
the United States. But, apparently, the

- _report, according to initial summaries of

it, does not take into account the rise of
~ American capitalism in the period of the
world decline of the social order; nor does
it demonstrate forcefully how the national
economic order rests on the condition of
- the rest of the world. It does not, for ex-
ample, point to the inherent contradictions
based on America’s highly rationalized
productive organization and the capitalist
system of private expropriation of the na-
~tional product. It is this factor, the con-

tradiction of concentrated wealth and con- .

centrated . poverty, which contains the
germs of the future collapse. This was al-
- ready visible in the crisis of the Thirties
~which ‘'marked the end 'of the upward
march of American capitalism.

 The report has to take cogmzance of
seve_ra_l factors which bear out the above,

.

namely, that one-third of the nation con-
tinues to live at sub-standard conditions,
that the national net income of American
.families is below what the report considers
to be a good standard of living, that hous-
ing for the mass of people is an abomina-
tion and does not reflect the technological
progress of the country, ete., etc.

In other words, the report loses sight
of -the most: important things: the contra-
dictions of the economy, and the real; the
concrete life of America’s millions. There-
fore it can show by figures the possibility
of a high standard of living provided . . .
there are no disruptions in the future. Yet,
the whole future promises nothing but dis-
ruption of the normal processes.

The fact that technological development
in ‘this country is capable of producmg a
decent existence for all the people is some-
thlng.we socialists have been saying for
a long time. We say there is not need for
poverty, homelessness, starvation, and all
the other ills of capitalism. There is
enough wealth and potential productivity

to raise the standard of living for every-

one far higher than even the report indi-
cates. But it cannot be done as long as the
means of production belong to a small class
of capitalists and as long as production
has only one objective: profits and accum-
ulated wealth for the capitalist class.
The way to realize the potentials in-
herent in the productive system which
now exists, and which was developed by
the labor of tens of millions of workers, is

to socialize - production, abolish private

ownership of the means of production,
create a socialist society in which produc-
tion would be carried on under the demo-
cratic control of the workers themselves
for use, for plenty for all. Until then, the

future for the people is indeed hopeless.

. Marx so vividly described as

THE FLIVVER KING, by Upton
Sinclair, - Haldeman-Julius ' Publi-
cations, Girard, Kan. 25 Cents.

Reviewed by N. JOHNSTONE
Written ten years ago, this novel-
ette concerning the career of Henry
Ford, America’s prime industrialist,
created a sensation in the working

world. The CIO purchased two hun- '

dred thousand copies for distribution
to its members as educational mate-
rial. It is a good antidote for the
press eulogies touting Ford as the
most benevolent capitalist-employer
in the-United States.

Sineclair has drawn together the
salient - aspects of Ford's life and
gives the reader a portrait of a semi-
ignorant man who will long be re-
membered in labor circles as the ped-
dler of the Protocols of the Wise Men
of Zion, the' anti-Semite and labor-
baiter par excellence. The most
highly touted capitalist in. America
with the exception of John D. Rocke-
feller, who handed out dimes to cloak
his voracity in accumulating millions,
Ford and the myths that have been
built about him are exploded by the
author, which is a service to the pub-
lic.

Ford's historic pronouncement on
a five-dollar daily wage earned him
his undeserved appellation of Amer-
ica’s “good-hearted” employer. The

gullible believed this was a panacea

and yearned that all capitalists
might take a page from his book.
They erroneously believed this would
be the means of preventing the usual
business cycles and would avoid de-
pressions permanently. It is an in-
dictment of the press that it, in its
abject genuflection toward his mem-

iBa

ory, purposely neglected to mention
the things he did that will cause the
working class to remember him m a
different manner.

THE INDUSTRIAL “GENIUS”

Abner Shuft is a neighbor of

Ford’s. He sees him working in his
garage on a new coniraption. Ford
to ‘him is a genius.
ployment when Ford starts work on
his primitive “999” model car. After
many years,
what it is like to work for a genius:

He obtains en-

Abner begins to see

turned capitalist. The terrific pace
he must maintain at the assembly
line as his job becomes more sim-
plified but increasingly arduous is
the chronicle of progress uhder capi-
talism. He suffers the abuses of Ford's
gestapo and the spying of one em-
ployee upon the other in order to
keep in good graces.

Sinclair ‘describes personages and
events: Harry Bennett, former gang-
ster and lieutenant of Ford, whose
surveillance and strict control of the
workers' actions both at work and
in their leisure moments was a model

for scores of industries. W. J. Cam- °

eron, publicity .agent whose suave
lueubrations served Ford well in con-
ditioning the public to condemn the
workers when they sought to organ-

ize against their “beneficent employ-

er.” Ford’s venture into the publish-
ing field with his Dearborn Indepen-
dent, which spouted fascist lies and
was a veritable gold mine for peo-
ple like Gerald L. K. Smith, Father
Coughlin, Fritz Kuhn, the KKK and
other hate outfits. Ford's puerile at-
temps at. stopping the First World
War by sponsoring the now famous
“Peace Ship” which failed ignomini-

ously and had no chance whatsoever
of stopping: hostilities. This is the
niental capacity of the man who put
faith in ‘such inept, gestures toward
preserving world . peace.

Sinclair also shows Ford's hate for
Wall Street bankers, who he be-

lieved were all Jews’ a la Hitler, and |

were' conspiring - to take over the
country. -His evasion of’ going to the

bankers in time 'of stress, and com-

pelling hls dealers the country over
to pureha"se cars which they couldn’t
sell so that he might lift himself up
by his own bootstraps. We also have
visions of the Titan at play. Here
we see him as the foremost propo-
nent of the square dance. His ludi-
crous philosophizing about the ftre-
mendous amount of good will created
in meeting seven other people is sat-
irical, and ‘demonstraies his naive
reasoning powers. His hobby of re-
constructing ~American - landmarks
such as Stephen Foster's home -and so
forth, toward the end of perpetuating

_ himself in the annals of American

hlstory

The story ends with Henry and his
wife driving home in the armored
Lincoln. Henry is pondering whether

he actually is succeeding in doing
something good for mankind. The
good will created by meeting seven
other people probably is unconvine-
ing, even to him. The car swerves
in order to avert hitting two people
stumbling - along  the roadside.
“Drunks” is the observation of the
chauffeur and the bodyguard. - The
“drunks” are the union organizer and
his wife, . who had been waylaid and
beaten up by members of Harry Ben-
nett's goon _squa_d.,

“Scholars’’ and Wages - -

(Continued from page 3)

Most of them substantiate the con-*

tention of Marxian socialists since -

unions were organized 1o ‘combat
genuine trade unionism. But, under

-'the ‘present economic system, they

way back—that workers' basic enmity “#must remain limited. The few more

toward the economic and industrial
structure has its foundation at the
point of production. He claims that
the cause is modern industrialism
itself, in which he is joined by many
‘well-wishing humanitarians, The few
examples of alleviation of essential
factory grievances he' does..present,
disproves this. The undemocratic ab-:
sence of citizenship in the plant and
his failure to find sufficient meamng
in his work stem directly from the
social process of production which
is capitalism. It is based upon what
“alien-
ation of labor.”

- Drucker is abgolutely right: labor

advanced attempts of independent
‘control of factory life and produc-
tion plans by workers' representa-
tives dre mild foretastes of a better,
socialized world. They contain ele-
ments similar to public roads, libra-
ries and parks. They are as likely

g?h?ecome as_common; aunder. (;apu;al-T
as the House of Morgan subsi- |

dizing LABOR ACTION. For our en-
re social structure today has as its

Jdmg theory—domination on the

pdrt of the rulers and 0bed1ence on
the part of the ruled.

WE SEE THE FUTURE
¢ Drucker makes much of the fact

is treated as easily replaceable raw: : ‘that _there is probably.little differ-

material; at best, it is considered as
an average piece of complex machin-
ery. Therein lies the heart of the
class struggle and the need for a
revolutionary transformation of so-
ciety.

The few tidbits of plant citizenship
and the alleviation of the most phy-
sically -and psychologically destruc-
tive features of factory work are
the results of the struggle of the
workers. They have come as a re-

sult of the workers" own assumption ..

of democracy, or granted by capital-
ists to avoid a greater assumption of
democratic rights by 'the workers;
they have never been willingly
bestowed from above. Even company

__ence_between the relations of the
. worker to the factory in capitalist
“nationalized”

industry in the U .8,

industry in England, and “socialized”

industry in Russia. LABOR ACTION

has. frequently dealt with all that
has developed in England under the
Labor Party government, as well as
the new exploiting society in Rus-

.sia. The alternative—workers’ power
—has

been illusirated by history,
though as yet in incomplete form.

The trade union movement is actu-

ally a beginning in that direction;
inspection of the books and sharing
control over production plans, as has
existed in many European couniries,
is a *more advanced step. Actual

workers' planning and operation of
economic life without complete po-

litical control of l.he state, has also

occurred parhally in several places,
notably. in. Spain in 1936 and Russia
in 1917. Finally, the working class
assumed - cornplete. power in Russia
in the Oetober, Revolution in 1917.
The exact nature of these events, the
shortcomings, difficulties and com-
promises have all been often dis-

cussed ingthese,pages,. as have. the ./ ks
‘o A ““and John Foster "Dulies, "are oftén able to' utter

many phasés and problems of werk-
ers’ control of industry. The fullest
_deve!epment of ;social demecracy can
come mg)gywlth socialism, which of
course we have not yet seen.

History has given up an idea of
the future in embryonic form. Only
with popular control of economie
life at the point of production can
there bé' any real meaning in- work,
any genuine group morale and ini-
tiative, ahy widespread attempt to
ellmmate the tyranny of factory life
or any serious beginnings to make

man thé master of his productive ma-~

chinery instead of its slave.- Labor
will then “nho longer be either raw
material or machinery, but merely
the instrument for bringing them
both together for the benefit of all.
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BIG FOUR
Future War Rests &
U. S.-Russian Rivalry

By HENRY JUDD

In the White House sits a little, confused man
—certainly one of the most inept and unquahﬁed
figures, from any standard, ever cast into ‘the
office of supreme head of the world’s greatest and,
most powerful imperialist nation. The dispropor-
tion between this man’s talents and the require-
ments of his job were never more strikingly re-
vealed than in the incident, mnow deliberately -
buried by the press, of his vetoing a bill -he had
intended to sign. Confusion in this complex world.
is understandable; but this act beleng% to a lower
order of human behavrm‘ It is best not to (le-
seribe it.

This man has the task of dlrectmg‘ American
imperialism at one of the most crucial and com-

- plex points in its world history—theé period when

it must prepare nothing less than its ultimdte and
back-breaking effort for complete mastery and
conquest of the world. This means, concretely, the
job of executing the shrewdest, slickest and most
successful maneuvers possible with the aim of be-
ing in the most favorable position for winning a
future war against rival Russian imperlallsm.

The major weapons of American imperialism
are, of course, money, credits, food, exports, war
materials. These are counterposed to thé dema- -
gogic p'repaganda' of Russian imperialism ‘which,
only because of the continued stagnation of Eu-
rope two years after the war’s end, can still
arouse false illusions of agrarian and socialist
revolution. But America’s loans and food come at
a high price; they are doled out as rations in ex-
change for political favors in preparmg the' war
against Russia. France is now the main target of -
this policy. The ousting of the Stalinists from the
French cabinet was unquestionably engineered
with. the appreval, perhaps insistence, of the
American State Department. The last “French
loan is expiring; the need for dollars to pay for
more food and ceal from America is still pr esent

AMERICA'S GROUP OF SPECIALISTS )
Truman opera_t_es ‘undér the guidance of an
increasingly small and narrow group of “special-
ists,” men who think of themselves as master
strategists, American geo-politicians who think in

© terms of 'the Burnham conceptions of world poli-

ties. Marshall, an molated flint-faced, cold fish'
if one ever existed 1s the deliberately chosen front
‘of this poliey, a eriminal policy not ‘only’ beeause
of its adventuristic guality, but because of the
certainty with which it leads to World War III.
Marshall’s ¢onduct at Moscow indicated he never
‘intended te strike a’ bargam with thé Russians,
At any rate, nét yet. . did not use all his op-
_portumtles to talk out bas:c differences’ with the
Russians and the British.” “, , . he isolated him-
.'not only from his own ‘staff and the other
Fmelgn Ministers but also from the Important'
foreign policy developments on Capitol Hill.”
(New York Times, April 30.) His report to the
natlon-—“the patient'is sinking while the doctors
consult,”—reveals the part he acted in Moscow.

Trumcn boasts of a bi-partisan foreign - policy.

His. Republican supporters. principglly. Vandenberg, -

thoughts and reveal ‘@ims that the Trumun-ﬂurshull
combo prefers not to discuss. Vundenherg threatens
Stalin with separafe peace moves—"we cannot
wait too long for a peéace program which af least
unites those who can agree.” Dulles hints at a solid
American drive, backed by loans and credits, to
-revive a Western Germany and then unite it into
an anti-Russian, federation of Western Europe: The
calls. this oiUnited ‘States of Europe'] Stassen
pressés home, in' conversation with Stalin, the
weqhnesses of Russia, and the uonomle strength

. of Amerieu. Republican Party "isolationism"'is for-
gotten for gosd, even: by these three rival presi-

dential aspiran¥s. Thé"'GOP wishes to formulate an
acceptable imperialist program; a program it con-
fidentially expects will:be carried out by the-Repub-
lican it already:sees: succeeding the currelll occu-
pant of the White House.

But the action .behind this common front is
neither vigorous-nor, clear. When Truman an-
nounced his.“doctrine,” in the Greek-Turkey aid
speech, the Moscow Conference collapsed. The
English New. Statesman and Nation described

. Marshall as hemg “as obstructive as a Communist

eo_mmissar.?’ American imperialism came back
without, a_single. positive achievement from Mos-
cow. Stalin.let the conference collapse; he wishes
to see what will happen. Meanwhile, Truman has
still to push-through his $400  million - Gréek-
Turkey aid bill, requested on March 12. There is
e.s vet.no drive or unity of purpose behind Amer-
ica’s foreign policy. The State Department bill for
$3560 million for a program of direct foreign re-
lief has not only not been passed as yet, but has
been cut down to $200 million. The Republleans,
pledged to cut expenditures, are embarrassed by
the fact, that only greater and greater expendi-
tures of money can advance the foreign program
they now hold in common with Truman! The
dilemma is insoluable, even by 'a Taft! The st of
27 “urgent” international matters sent ‘to Con-

gress as requiring action by Secretary of State
Marshall still remains—27!

- PLUNGING HEADLONG INTO WAR .

American policy, above all, wavers with re-
spect to Germany, the economic heart of. Europe
s0 far as recovery is concerned. The tliree Hoovér
repoxts, with their advocacy of definite steps,. are
largely ignored. Some money and food are' put
into dying Germany, but not sufficient to. lift the
patient to its feet—only enough to keep a low
state of life. The effect of the money is largely
wasted, since it is insufficient to get the economic
machme going again. This is characteristic of
American imperialist policy in all areas. It is
caught in the greatest of all 1magmab]e dilemmas
—shall it resurrect and revive vesterday’s de-
feated rivals and thus run the risk of making out
of them tomorrow’s living rivals and competitors;
or shall it watch these nations slowly succumb,
through stagnation and growing lassitude, to the
penetrating techniques of 'Stalinist amperlallsm"

* American policy wavers and drifts; the man in

the White House, only succeeding in appeanmg
symbolizes this wavering. He vetoes what he is
ridiculous when wishing to appear determined,
for; he is for what he vetoes. .
The political education of the American work-
ing class, and the American people in general, will
consist in their growing realization of the fact that
some of the men that stand at the ‘head of their
governmenl‘ are foolish and bewildered; that the
only "positive” and definite action these men are
ever capable of taking are steps that lead us
closer to,a disastrous war with Russian imperial-
lsm—inewluble. if these men or their, similars, re.
main in power.in both America and Russia, o o
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to world affairs, i.e.. one that will
leave American imperialism in com-
plete and exclusive control of the
world market and in control of the
political destinies of the world neces-
sary to assure uninterrupted exploita-
tion of its favorable economic posi-
tion.

America's w:ll to dominate cannot
be asserted by diplomatic method
alone. The very success of the latter
is dependent upon the implied threat
represented by American economic
and military power. American eco-
nomic policy dictates which nations
shall be reconstructed, at what tem-
po and to what extent. For many na-
tions - American policy dictates

whether they shall survive or not in’

the most literal sense since they are
dependent upon the United . States
for the very bread they eat. And be-
hind American economic power
stands American military power,
which, in the course of the war, re-
vealed the erushing might of armies
that are based upon an endless flow

of materials provided by the world's

biggest industrial machine. This mil-
itary power stands poised over the
world with accentuated terror be-
cause of its stockpiles of atomic
bombs and the world’s biggest air
force with which to deliver them.

AT HOME AND ABROAD
CONTRADICTIONS MULTIPLY

Even if the United States was eble_

to force its policies upon a resisting
world, and the case of Argentina’s
successful defiance indicates the dif-
ficulties involved, there is no pros-
pect that American imperialism
could construct a workable system
of world economy, even upon low-
ered living standards for its victims.

All the contradictions inherent in

capitalism and at work with such
devastating results since 1929, not
only remain unsolved but have béen

further complicated by the effects of

the war. The dilemma .of American
imperialism. is illustrated by ‘the
problems posed by the future of
England, Germany and Japan, its

foremost industrial rivals before the

war. American imperialism dare not
permit British capitalism to decline
any further without inviting revolu-
tionary consequences. in ~England
and on the Continent. It is therefore
forced to aid British industry pget
back on its feet through a three bil-
lion dollar loan. Eng‘land,_ however,
though no longer the “workshop of
the world,” is still primarily a work-
shop, Tts rebmlt and niodernized in-

dustry has meanmg only to the ex-

t.ent ‘it increases British exports and
improves England’s position in the
world market. But this takes place
primarily at the expense of the

United States. American imperial-
ism cannot, therefore, avoid sharing
the world market with Great Brit-
ain, even though the latter will not
recover its pre-war position.

Likewise with the Japanese and the
Allied-sphere of German
which American imperialism will re-
establish as its advance bases against
Russia in Asia and Europe. A going
economy in these two highly indus-
tridl nations requires access to the
weorld market. Both nations must im-
port raw materials and foodstuffs
which they can only pay for with in-
dustrial products. Here, too, the role
of Germany and Japan in the world
market will be kept considerably be-
low its pre-war level, but American
world policy will require that it make
concessions in the world market to its
defeated ex-enémies and present sat-
ellites in the anti-Russian front.

All of these eomphcatwns, both
the political and economic, would
have some chance of solution by the
United States were it not for the
fact that the indispensable corner-
stone for suth world stabilization is
economic stability within the United
States. It is precisely the latter, how-

ever, that the American ruling class *

cannot assure to itself. American
economy has become the foundation
for ‘capitalist stability everywhere
but, precisely because it is such an
integral part of world economy, it
cannot escape the effects of world
instability nor, because of its own
inherent instability, ecan it invest

world economy with any durable,

equilibrium.
THE DEATH AGONY
OF CAI‘ITALISM
Contrlbutmg to all the disrupting

factors within the world of capital-,

ism 1is the prospect of continued
strained relations between this
Amerlcan dominated world and Rus-
sia’s world of bureaucratic collecti-
vism,. strained relations which . will
cause the nations of the world to live
in the shadow of World War III
even, if the necessary prerequisites
for the latter do not materialize for
the next two decades. The mainte-
nance of the two world spheres as
uneasy armed camps with ‘large
standing armies, feverish research
in weapons of war, stockpiling of
strateglc materials,
strategic. mdustrles, the operation of
the economy in a state of semi-prep-
aration for war production will all
act as a deterrent to the “normaliza-

tion” of economic life and stability-

in polittcal and diplomatic relations.

is to be concluded, therefore,
'that ‘the aim of American imperial-
ism to resolve its own internal con-
tradictions through domination of
world economy is destined to failure.

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

Y. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans

tional dependent.

of sEr\rlce

iX; For Peace and Freedom

ment

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and ‘high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have thé decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular ‘price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increasé to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5,000 annual minimum per family.

Ill. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent hous- -
ing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to provide
schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities. '

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent tax on all profits above five per cent on invested
capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks. -
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

Vli. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political ‘and etonomic equality for Negroes.

VII. Open the Doors to the Jews

1, For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by -
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted :mngratlon
to Palestine or dny country of their choice.

'VIIl. For Full Economic and Educuhonul Opporiuniiies for
1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training suhsidy,- provided by

the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for single
veterans and $55 for marned veterans. plus $5 a week for each addi-

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each year

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own future,
For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of thc colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring ‘the Amer-
ican troops home, For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-
" For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-

ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and 'Demo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

.

industry, -

dispersal of"

The new world position of American
capitalism” cannot reverse the his-
toric tendencies of decline which op-
erated with such devastating results
from 1929 to 1939. The American
bourgeoisie has reached the zenith of
its power in an era when any meas-
ure of durable stability, peace and
equilibrium are impossible to main-
tain. The American bourgeoisie has
begun its empire building in a pe-

riod when all ‘empires are doomed
to the disintegrating tendencies of
economic catastrophies and violent
political upheavals, all beneath the
ever-present threat of a new and
more devastating world war. World
domination cannot, therefore, save
American capitalism. The historie
tendency of capltallst decline and
death agony remains an integral’
part of its destiny.

3. The Immediate Prospect
Is For An Economic Boom

While the historic prospect of
American capitalism is that of de-
clining production and mass unem-
ployment as part of the social crisis
of capitalism on a world scale, the
immediate - prospect is’ for an eco-
nomic boom with a high level of pro-
duction and a relatively small
amount of unemployment. The boom
is based upon a conjunction of the
following factors: (a) the ready
market provided by five years of ac-
cumulated demand for consumer
goods as a result of eurtailed produc-
tion during the war, (b) the poten-

tial purchasing power represented

by eash reserves accumulated during
the wartime period of full employ-
ment and overtime pay (over $150
billion in bank deposits and war
bonds of individuals), (¢) the rela-
tively high incomes of five million
farm families whose prospects for
continued prosperity are good as a
result of the vast agricultural areas
devastated by the war, (d) the large
orders for heavy equipment placed
by foreign countries through credits
made available by TUnited States
government loans (Great Britain,
France, Belgium, The Netherlands),
(e) -the continued government expen-
ditures - for - . military  purposes
(though reduced,: still higher than
any previous peace-time budget), for
various subsidies, GI loans and other
allowances, and for necessary public
works, ‘including those of.local gov-
‘ernments, (f) the huige cash reserves
of corporations piled up out of war-
tiime profits and available for exten-
sive modernization of plants and
equipment, (g) the swollen cash re-
serves of banks available on easy
terms for industrial expansion and
the financing ‘of consumer credit ac-
counts,: (h) the prospeet for con-

tinued employment and rising prices,
both of which induce workers to in-
vest their earnings in durable goods
like houses, automobiles, refrigera-
tors, radios, ete., rather than bank
them.

The exact length of this boom is, of
course, unpredictable due to the many
and varied factors of which it is com-
pounded and of the very real possi-
bility that the inflationary trend will
get out of control and quickly drive
the economy to a breaking point in
the form of a rapid downward spiral
of deflation. All indications are that
for the period with which this reselu-
tion must deal, the boom trend will'
remain operative.

The danger of a run-away infla-
tion ending in a rapid deflation can-
not be discontinued. The lessening of
price controls with resulting spiral-
ing of prices in a wage-price chase
and a tremendous speculative profit-
taking can create such a fast move-
ment of prices upward that credits
would: be frozen, much construction
stopped, huge inventories accumu-
lated through withholding goods in
anticipation of higher prices and
bigger profits, continuing shortages,
depreciation of savings, disruptions
of steady production, mounting
strike waves, declining purchasing,
power of workers and rising unem-
ployment. If such an inflationary
spiral develops and results in defla-
tionary collapse before any degree of
stabilization has been achieved in
world economy, the United States
could be plunged, into an economic
paralysis of greater extent than that

© of 1929-1934 when the number of

unemployed reached sixteen million.
The probability of such a deflation-
ary collapse within two years is not
very high.

4. Present Economic Boom

Will Stimulate Struggle

While establishing the unsound-
ness of this boom and, above all, the
fact that it is the forerunner of an-
other, and inevitable, economic ecri-
sis, it is necessary to make the ex-
istence of the boom the point of de-
parture for the political perspectives
of the party in this period. These
perspectives are for a period of bold
and aggressive struggles by the
American working class, the first
storm waves having already broken.
It is in the period of boom that there
is no place in the working class for
moods of depression and passivity.
It'is in such a period that the work-
ing class,.massed once more by pro-
duction, feels its economic indispen-
sability and therefore 'its economic
power. It is in such a period that the
proletariat is prepared not only to
make bold and comprehensive eco-

nomie and political demands but to-

enforce them by imeans of its organ-
ized social power.

It would be a fatal error to see the
tempo of class struggle in the coming
period in ferlm of the last post-war
boon of 1921-1929. There are a whele
series of factors that are fundamen-
tally. different beiween the two peri-
ods. The most important ones are:
(a) the organized labor movement to-
day represents five times the strength
it had in the immediate period follow-
ing  World War |, (b) the struggles
following World War | resulted in de-

.feats” for labor in which it not only

failed to. organize.the crucial steel in-
dusiry but was routed from the ad-
vanced positions it took during the
war, while the: struggles following
World War |l resulted in the strength-
ening and consolidation of labor’s po-
sition, (¢) the American dollar was

able to bring about a relative stabili-
zation of the international scene fol-
lowing the first war while we have
seen that this is not likely in the pres-
ent period, (d) the experience of
mass unemployment, the organization
of the mass production industries by
the ClO, and the experience with the
war economy have all contributed to
raising the social consciousness of the
American working class to a decisive-
ly higher level than prevailed at the

- end of the first World War and (e)

the intervention of government in
economy is quantitatively and quali-
tatively so far beyond that of the
first World War that its effect upon
the politicalization of the working
class will not permit the political pas-
sivity of labor that developed after
1924.

The whole international situation,
plus all the recent experiences of the
present generation, plus a vague but
growing understanding of the con-
tradictions of American capitalism
itself, combine to deprive all classes
of real confidence in the durability of
the boom. The determination of the
workihg class to reach the maximum
security possible during the tempo-:
rary prosperity will conflict. increas-
ingly and more violently with the
anarchy of capitalist production and

the determination of the ruling class .

to achieve the highest rate and the
greatest mass of profit and a strong-
er grip upon thé political machinery
during the next peripd. Hence the
boom opens up the perspective of
sharp and widespread class strug-
gles, which, in turn, will contribute
to the intensification of the social
erisis in this country. 3

5. Growing Social Awareness
of the American Workers

The period ahead will be one of
crystallizing social consciousness in
the = proletariat accompanied and
based upon a growing loss of confi-
dence in capitalist stability and in
capitalism’s ability to provide se-
curity. Although still heavily laden
with the  blinding ideology 'of the
bourgeoisie and of trade union re-
formism, the advanced sections of
the American working class, now
that the restrictions and shackles of
the war period are largely removed,
have already stepped beyond the tra-
ditional confinements of the pure-
and-simple wages struggle and put
forward demands, revolutionary in
their implications, for partial con-
trol of society. The mine workers

have responded solidly to the de-
mand that their own class organiza-
tion shall have exclusive control of
a health and security fund. The Gen-
eral Motors workers have responded
solidly .to the demand that their own.
class organization shall have at least
partial control not only of wages but
also of prices and profits—and this
response was unshaken by the most
tremendous single campaign in de-
fense of capitalist property and cap-
italist control ever organized by the
ruling class of this country.

The insurmountable disorganization
of capitalism is assurance that these
and similar and even bolder demands
will be made in the coming period by
wider sections of the American work-

ing class. They express the determi-
nation of the masses to intervene as a
class ‘to obtain that social security
which capitalism is unable to guar-
antee. They underline the highly fa-
vorable perspective of class s}ruggle
and advancing class consciousness in
the United States.

It would be most shortsighted to

regard the program of the General
Motors strikers as “accidental,” due
to the socialist background of Wal-
ter Reuther. Even John L. Lewis
weuld have been regarded as a mad-
man had he sought to present such
a program to the -CIO ten years ago.
1t is not the origin of the ideas but
their ready and widespread accept-
ance which indicates the rising so-
cial consciousness of American work-
ers. No working class could remain
immune to such repeated shocks to
its social outlook as were provided
the American working class by the
depression, the organization of the
CIO based on the mass industries
and the experience with the “miracle
of production” during the war on the
basis of government financing and
control of production. These experi-
ences have etched deep impressions
upon the minds of the workers and
are a guarantee against a return to
the complacency and passivity of the
1920’s.

TRANSCENDING, TRADITIONAL
TRADE UNION LEVEL

The fact that the GM program is
rooted ih the objective situation eon-
fronting the workers is also seen
from the fact that all other unions
operating in the basic industries
show tendencies toward the same ap-
proach in their various demands, re-
gardless of how their programs suf-
fer from greater unclarity and form-
lessness from that of the GM strik-

-ers. The single fact that the CIO as

a whole stands committed to fight
for a guaranteed annual wage is suf-
ficient indication of this trend.

The very nature of the boom pe-
riod economy speeds this process of
growing social consciousness. In de-
flationary periods the unions tend to
confine their economie struggles to
resisting wage ‘cuts and their more
radical social demands to the parlia-
mentary arena. In an inflationary
per)od the workers economic power
is not only vastly greater but the
changing price and wage relations
force the workers to approach the
problem of maintaining their living
standard from the point of view of
the economy as a whole, which means
in this situation linking wages with
prices and profits. A struggle of the
workers that has as its aim to raise
wages while controlling prices, there-

. by. curtailing profits, immediately

transcends the traditional trade un-
jon lével and forces the workers to
struggle on a broad social front
which challenges the existing rela-
tionships of capitalist production.
Such a struggle must set its aim, not
merely to regulate wages, but to reg-
ulate the economy. It becomes the
first step in workers’ control of pro-
duetion, with the demand to “Open

. the books” as the necessary pre-con-

dition to such control. It gives labor
the leadership of the lower middle
class, the farmer, the white collar
worker and all other “little people,”
in short, the leadership of the nation
in the struggle against monopoly
capitalism. “Wage Increases without

Price Rises,” “Open the Books,” the .
guaranteed annual wages and union:

health funds financed by levies upon
the employers are all products of the
objective economic situation which
spur on the social consciousness of
the workers and, in themselves, give
an indication of its growth.

6. The Main Strategic Aim:.
For Class Independence!

Never, in any country, hdve the

trade unions been such a powerful
force as they are today in the United
States. The social weight and politi-
cal significance of 15 million organ-
ized trade unionists is only begin-
ning to be comprehended, even by
the Marxists. Its effect upon class
relations in this country is profound.

The labor movement. represents a.

five-fold increase over that of the

-period 1mn'fedlate1y following Wolld

War I. The weight of such a move-
ment thrown into the scales of the
economic struggle in a period of high
employment is overwhelming. The
fact that the largest mass strikes
were conducted without more than
token picket lines in industries no-
torious for their bloody resistance,
speaks for itself.

The powerful bourgeois propagan-
da campaigns about the "unfairness"”

of the Wagner Labor Act and the tre-

mendous drive being developed for
legislation that will cripple the effec-
tiveness of the unions indicates the
inability of the capitalists to deal ef-
fectively with the labor movement in
economic struggle at this stage. Nor
has the expansion of the trade union
movement run its course. On the con-

. trary, all indications point to the con-

tinued growth of the trade unions in
this period. *

Yet this powerful force remains
completely subservient to the bour-
gepis political machines, or, more
precisely, that of the administration
based upon the “big eity” machines
of the Democratic - Party in. the
north. But more than this specific
subservience in party polities is its
general petty-bourgeois ideology and
conservative outlook. Its class con-
cepts grow but only against the
choking effects of the traditional pa-
triotie, pro-profit system, pro-church,
white superiority prejudices that
have historically characterized the
petty-bourgeois mentality of the
American labor movement. However,
this outlook is being undermined,
pressed back and infiltrated by the
growing social consciousness pro-
duced by the broad social demands
labor is forced to struggle for. This
often*gives rise to confused and con-
tradictory phenomena characteristic
of a deep transition in the mentality
of a class, such as the manifestation
of race prejudice alongside of the
most advanced social demands upon
the employer and invitations to the
clergy to address meetings of unions
famed for their militancy on the
picket line and speeches by admirals,
generals, bishops, businessmen,

American Legion heads, and Edgar

Hoover of the FBI at union conven-
tions that pass resolutions against
peace-time conseription, for higher
taxes upon big incomes, in favor of
advanced veterans’ legislation and
against stool-pigeons. With the de-
velopment of a class conscious view-
point by the American labor move-
meént this confusing performance
will be cleared and bourgeois ideo-
logical influence in the ranks of la-
bor eliminated. .

BREAK WITH CAPITALIST

- POLITICS IS ESSENTIAL

The struggle to raise the working
class to the position of the ruling
class reduires a complete break with
bourgeois ideology, bourgeois politi-
cal parties and bourgeois polities.
The struggle for the class independ-

\

ence of the proletariat is the main
strategic aim of our party in-this
period. This means for the Amierican
proletarlat in the present period the
establishment of a working class po-
litical party, completely. independent
of the .bourgeois parties and their
reformist followers and agents in the
working class. It means, also, the
democratization of the existing work-
ers organizations, the tr ade unions,
the 1m umg of these ergamzatlona
‘with g
and the removal of' the reformist
leadership so that they may become

class instruments of the proletariat,

free from the control or influence of
the bourgeoisie and the conservative
or reformist labor leadership.
Because the party recognizes the
profoundly . conservative and bour-
geois (bourgeois reformist) tradi-
tions of the American labor move-
ment, and because the transformation
in the class outlook of the unions be-
gins with the broad strata of union
activists  (stewards,
rank and file militants, etc.), the par-

ty must seek and utilize every oppor-

tunity to strengthen the authority and
power, both formal and real, of the
democratic, rank-and-file bodies oper-
ating in the shops at the expense of
the pewer of the trade union hier-
archy which forms a bureaucratic
crust upon the lebor movement and
becomes the transmission belt for the
infiltration of bourgeols ideas among
the workers.

Given the extraordinary high per-
centage of organized workers, the
deep-rooted, century-old tradition of
unionism, the unique role of the
trade unions as the only mass organ-
ization of labor and, therefore, the
long developed tendency of the work-
ers to regard them as the natural or-
gans of struggle on behalf of their
demands and the tendency of the un-
ions, particularly the more progres-
sive ones, to provide services for
their members, which in Europe are
the' function of separate organiza-
tions, like workers education, health
centers, summer camps, workers
sports, women’s auxiliaries, consum-
ers cooperatives, and labor cultural
activities, it is theoretically possible
that, under certain conditions, the
trade unions may become a revolu-
tionary instrument and provide the

. ready-made' framework, for® the es-

tablishment of the workers power.
The workers councils can emerge
from the trade unions either before
or after the seizure of power. The
trade unions can play such a revolu-
tionary role, however, not as a sub-
stitute for the revolutionary -party,
but precisely under the leadership
of the party. It is well to guard

. against the fetishism of Soviets

which conceives of their emergence
on the American scene in accordance
with the Russian pattern.

DEMOCRATIC INSTRUMENT
OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

The revolutionary role of the trade
unions can be realized only if the
basis of the latter is transformed
into broad, democratic, representa-
tive, all-inclusive and all-powerful
rank-and-file bodies of workers striv-
ing to achieve workers’ control of
production and eventually workers’
political power itself. Only such
bodies can effectively 'break the
stranglehold of the labor officialdom
which always drags behind the po-

an ‘uncomproniising class’line, |

committeemen,

litical - development - of the workels
and seeks to divert it into reformist
channels. It is the aim-of the party
to advance-these ideas 'and to-pro-
mote the organization of such bodies
as indispensable prerequisite to the
victory of the proletarian revolution
in the form of the power of the dem-

ocratic workers’ councils. Hence the

need for systematic propaganda and

‘agitation by the party in favor of

shop committees, where they do not/
exist, the increased power of shop
committees where they do exist, for
the creation of authoritative shop
steward. councils: which cannot :be

overruled by the local officialdom but. ,

are answerable only to the member-
ship, ete., especially in connection
with the demand" to “Open the:
Books” to check on-production data,

labor productivity, ete., as the first

step toward workers’ control of pro-
duction and the nationalization of
industry.

The party does not make a fetish or
a ritual of its program for the forma-.
tion and the power of such factory
committees. It does not conduct an
agitation for forming new organiza-
tions which can only appear to the
workers as artificial, or superfluous,
or duplicating those organizations
which the workers already have at
their disposal or which they feel they
can easily convert to suit their re-
quirements, as those bodies already
exist within the union framework. The
agitation and practical .work of es-
tablishing factory committees inde-
pendent of the trade union machinery
can acquire significance and value -
prlmurlly under conditions when the
more advanced workers, in large
rumbers, have lost confidence in their
existing mass organizations. or feel -
that they are radically inadequate to
defend their interests and cope with
their problems, or have become a
brake upon struggles and their pro-
gress. L :

The party does not confine its

struggle for rank-and-file bodies and _

rank-and-file eontrol to the existing
trade unions in all cases even in the
present - period. It approaches the
many. possible forms of independent

class organizations with a flexible '

attitude. It guards against the ster-
ile and ultimatistic concept that the
workers must proceed according to
our blueprints.

It likewise guards against the op-
portunistic pitfalls represented by the
many proposals for measures of labor
control proposed by the progressive
wing of the labor bureaucracy which
are devoid of rank and file power and
usually based upon class collabord«
tion. In every critical situation,’ ‘i
every ‘popular struggle against #
manifestations of capitalist exploita-
tion, oppression and iniquity the party
counterposes to capitalist control, to
bureaucratic governmental control,
to labor bureaucratic control, the
idea of workers' conirol, the demo-
cratization of economic and political
life through democratic: intervention
of the people. In the last analysis it is
this that constitutes the heart of So-
cialism, not the outward form of the
nationalized economy.

All the efforts of the party are di-

rected to stimulating such direct
controls by the masses. The best ex-
ample of this is the agitation for
price .contrél by democratic repre-

sentalive bodies of workers and:

housewives; for rent control by com-
mittees of workers organizations and
tenants, ete., ete. The participation
of the masses in networks of such
broad committees of control does not

only break the hold of capital upon

the economic life of the nation and -

break-up the bureaucrati¢ apparatus:

of the capitalist state, but it trains

the masses in political and economic
administration for the democratic
operation of their own workers state
and socialized economy.

(Continued Next Week)
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How American lmpenahsm Dominates the Island of

By GASTON BRUYERE

7\ N the basis of the old
‘guild spirit of mutual de-
fense and .the anarcho-syndi-
calist concept of non-political
action, the Cuban, = working
class gave its best energies to
the ereation of a solid organi-
zational basis for itself. But its
forces, vitiated by this anar-
¢ho-syndicalism, at best be-
came dispersed along the path
of non-political action, while at
worst they were dragged along in
the - wake of the wretched demagogy

of ‘police leaders. The struggle for
better  econémic conditions in -the

trade union field and for freedom of

action m the political field, produced
the mixed result that while the Cu-
ban workers were solidly united-as a
class, as individuals they were easily
managed by:the traditional parties.
The first twenty years of the Repub-
lic ‘are highly instructive as to what
such’ an attitude will do to trade-
unionism. The econemié battles, with
their repeatedly unsatisfied demands,
1it the sparks of a class-policy in our
workers  when imperialist pressure
shatpened class antagomsm to an ex-
tréme degree.

The Russian Bolshevik Revolution
of October 1917 pointed the way to

the Cuban workers, and they made’

ready to form a class political ap-
paratus which would embrace the
‘whole of the workers’ vanguard to-
‘gether with all such groups and in-
dividuals as base. themselves on a
révolutionary Marxist standpoint.
These efforts lasted for several
years, until the Communist Party of
Cuba was organized in 1925 with the
participation ‘of a small number of
workers and a group of University
professers and students who had
" ...been won to the cause of the revolu-
cabiOne e ;
THE COMMUNISl PAI!TY OF CWA
~ Education’ on the ~old- texts of
Mar:’t"smd-"Lenin,-and thanks Tto-the
incontestable rightress of their po-"
litical program, the first Cuban com-
munist groups .soon won over the
best elements in the trade union or-
ganization.  The wmore advanced
workers rapidly joined the ranks of
the Comimunist Party, and the great
‘majority 'of workers and peasants
followed their leadership. The mass-
es were drawn to it by its capacity
for work and action, and hecauqe of
thé influence and dazzling attractive
power of the workers’ state in Rus-
sia.
».1The heroic stage of the first years
coincided with- the death of Lenin,
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S'I'ory of Los'l' Independence

the expulsion of Trotsky and Stalin-
ist bureaueratization. Thus, through-
out the “Third Period,” the Cuban
revolutionary movement was put to
the hard test of having to form its
leading cadres with workers who had
no tradition of revulutmnary class
poliey.

-The . bloody. years of Machado s
tyranny cost our working class dear.
Stalinist' bureaucracy; by dint of the
inflyence which its international or-
ganization had over the leaders of the
Cuban Communist Party, violently ex-
tirpated every trace of Marxist spirit
from this leadership. As the dictator-
ship. .accentuated .its' repressions
aggainst the weorkers'' movement in
general, - the. Communist Party, al-
ready Stalinized in. its leadership,
used the trades unions—which had
been forced -into .illegality—in , its
street demonstrations ' against the
war, in favor-of the USSR, and for the
exclusive defense..of its own political
schemes. The trade unions eventually
became red fictions; ghostly creations
in the Stalinists’ hands,; since the real
‘masses of the workers had been dis-
persed 'by -Machado's terrorist tac-
tics. Once’the frade union movement
thad been disrupted and broken- up,
the Stalinists kept .their pocket-
:trades-unions -in the archives of their
bureaucracy,  without worrying. much
about -the’ political-social struggle of
the Cuban workers wagainst native
tyranny. and foreign imperialism.

The whole coursé of the prostitu-
tion and.debasement of the Stalinist
movement on a world-wide scale, was
rapidly mirrored and grossly mani-
‘fested in Cuba. When Machado’s tyr-
anny - was at its last stage in 1933
‘and the workers had come out-in a
general political strike against the
dictator, the Cuban Stalinists gave
their support to the tyrant in ex-
change for the miserable promise of
recognizing the Communist Party.
The workers, however, refused the
Stalinists’ summons to return to work
and-the dictator fell. After his fall,

.~“when -the petty bourgeoisie took

power, the CP carried out a stupid
policy against the radical petty bour-
geois with the creation of soviets by
w.decree. This, because of the maturity
of the national movement and the
co-relation of international forees,
not only failed to form a basis for

the workers’ power but also stirred

up the military, who threw out the
liberal petty bourgeois government
by a coup d'etat, unleashed a brutal
military-police repression ‘against
the workers’ movement in particular,
and against all democratic manifes-
tations in general. They set up a
frightful military dictatorship which
kept its boot pressed down on the
neck of the Cuban people for the
space:of ten years. This was openly
supported by the Communist Party
‘during the last four of these ten
years.

The same judgment which led the
Stalinists to uphold the dying Ma-
chadist tyranny in 1933 was again
observed in 1940 when Batista’s mil-
itary dictatorship sought to legalize
its régime with their help. They lent
their support to ‘both  tyrannies in
‘exchange for the advantages which
their alliance ‘with those in power
gave them in dominating the work-
ers’ movement.. Thus the fietitious
trade unions which they had kept in
their hands grew into legal life. .

THE WORKERS' CONFEDERATION
OF CUBA (C.T.C.) 3
The Stalinists, whose: present po-
litical strength was aequired by
means of systematic betrayals, capit-
‘ulations and blackmail, carried out
in secret agreements with bosses or-
ganizations and in concubinage with
Batista’s® military - police dictator-
ship in electoral politics, have used
all the most repulsive traditional
‘means - to dominate the workers’
‘movement.. Last month, when the
Fifth' National Workers Congress of
the CTC was about to convene, the

" ‘Werkers'
trade union and political forces which

L gl IR

Sta]lmsts prepared to participate in
it .with all measures already taken
for keeping it under their leadership,
as previously, in alliance with the
militarists.

The main base of the irade unions
adheres to the Cuban Revolutionary
Party (the "Autenticos,'" now in pow-
er) but thanks to the trickery and il-
legal tactics exercised by the Stalin-
ists in the CTC the latter have been
able to keep the key positions in their

.own hands, in spite of rank and file

protests. Batista's dictatorship —in
return for the guarantee of social
peace offered by the Stalinists—al-
lowed ‘them %o organize a claque
made ‘up of police leaders, reformists
and Stalinists, which little by little,
sanctioned by the Ministry of Labor's

official support, enabled them to im- .

pose themselves on the whole mass of
the workers. After a long process of
‘murders, violence of every kind, and
systematic persecution of the revo-
lutionary vanguard, they got them-
selves acknowledged as the real-lead-
ership of the organized workers in
the CTC.

It is from these antecedents that
springs the Communist Party’s con-
trol of the Cuban workers’ move-
ment and their recognition as an of-
ficial party with millions of members
and a huge pocketbook—a pocket-
book well stuffed .by their present
positions. And in this way they have
dominated the other National Work-
ers’ Congresses of the CTC held dur-
ing the last ten years. They have
been the blood-thirsty masters of the
trade unien movement, just as their
allies were the blood- thnsty masters
ot the whole island.

In 1944, free elections put the

«democratic petty bourgeois forces in-
to power by an overwhelming ma-

jority, under the presidency of the
“Autentico” leader, Ramon Grau
San Martin. In these elections, the
Stalinists were on the other side of
the fence: they played the role of
vanguard for the opposite candidacy,
composed of the military dietatar-

" ship backed by the most discredited

parties of the native eapitalists and
foreign imperialism. No sooner was
the present government in power,
however, than the Stalinists played
their usual trick: executing a brisk
volte-face, they went to the presi-
dential palace and handed over their
trade union organization, and guar-
anteed the new régime social peace
on the. island. In return for -this,
Grau San Martin has given the Stal-
inists ‘more than a million dollars
and many luerative positions in the
state bureaucracy.

. As the time for the Fifth National
Congress: drew near, ‘the

oppose Stalinism began-to resist the
latter's customary deminance and ma-
‘heuvers. . During the last two months
there have been bloody clashes be-
tween - the Communist Party and the
MAutenticos” (P.R.C.) to which most
of the trade union base adheres. The
Stalinists assassinated the leader of
the, sugar ‘workers in Oriente Prov-
ince, Felix Palu, who represented the
chief menace to Stalinism in the Sugar
Workers® Union which he was rescuing
from. .corrupt- Stalinist politics. The

‘political groups .in' tune with Palu's

tendency, have on ‘various occasions
since.then shot up the locals of the

.Popular Socialist Party (nee Commu-
‘nist),

wounding a cerfum number of
Stalinists.

Faced -with this violent situation,
the government suspended the con-
vocation of the CTC Ceongress and
decreed governmental intervention

‘to look into and examine the ereden-

tials’ commission. This eredentials’
commission was harboring about 300
false trade unions, whose votes, to-
gether with those of the real unions
controlled by the . Stalinists, would
have given the latter an assured ma-
jority in the Congress and domi-
nance over the CTC. Although the
key to the development of a revolu-

Elecﬂon m Japan - -

(Contmued from page 3)
the .coalition: of Liberals .and Pro-
gressives. ‘The Yoshida government,
s0. thoroughly hated, remains intact,
-and is'not subject to. parliamentary
upset since.the two reactionary par-
ties maintain a :majority. However,
this is not enough, :if MacArthur's
electoral purpose is to be fulfilled.
What he seeks is inclusion of the So-
ciil Democrats. Since this inclusion

can oceur only on a subordinate
plane it would mean responsibility
for.the government but without pow-
er; it would mean a policy of cau-
tioning the workers, of restraint and

- of bringing the labor leadefship un-

der more intimate subjection to Mac-
Arthur’s pressure. MacArthur seeks
also to strengthen the right wing of
the SDP, led by Tetso Kotayama, as
against the left of Yamakawa.
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tionary working cIasa pollcy with
broad perspectives is not to be found
in this bloody struggle for leader-
ship, as many Cubans believe, still
the fundamental question of Stalin-
ism’s absolute control over the work-
ers’ organizations is being aired to
good effect. The Cuban workers, al-
ready struggling free of Stalinism’s
despotic yoke, will find their own
path. This path ean only be followed
through the creation of a solid revo-
lutionary workers’ party, under the

Bay Area CI(
Fight of Striking Telep

OAKLAND, May 1—The labor move-
ment in the Bay Area, which has
been steadily battling on one or'more
fronts since the end of the war, has
gone into action with its usual vigor
in the telephone strike. A joint com-
mittee composed of the National Fed-
eration of Telephone Workers, which
is conducting the strike, and the
United Brotherhood of Telephone
Workers and the CIQ's American
Communications - Association, which
are in full and active support, has
been in charge of all strategy and
Several days ago, the San
Franciseo AFL Central Labor Union
announced that it was ready to
throw its full weight behind the iele-
phone workers' unions only if they
would sever all connections with the
CIO. As a result, the joint commit-
tee has had to remove its ACA rep-
resentatives, but the CIO. organiza-
tion has continued to participate in
every way feasible in all strike ac-
tivities.

Further attemp.(.s to. break. up the
warkers’ solidarity. have been made

with the preseniation of a separale

offer by the telephone company to
the UBTW, but officials of this union
have: thus far steadfastly maintained
that they would net act alone. The
militant unity on -the picket lines
among all workers invelved has con-
tinued throughout. Members of all
groups were jointly involved in last
week’s mass picketing in front of

A

guidance of our comrades of the
Cuban Section. of the Fourth Inter-
national, who for more than a dec-
ade have been marking out the way
with conerete aims and correct slo-
gans.

Ever since 1932, when the CP’s
falseness was unmasked and made
plain to the Cuban conscience, a
large group of Marxists has been
raising a movement against the Stal-
inist leadership and this group has

“heroically sustained its condemna-

anc

the telepll_one headquarters in San
Francisco and Oakland.

The San Franeisco cops tried to
break up the demonstration with
billyelubs ' and :the arrest of large
numbers of participants. In Oakland,
with “the memory of the general
strike ‘fresh in everyone's mind and
with the hot election campaign in
progress,. the police attempted no
bludgeoning -and merely arrested a
few pickets. Injunctions against . the
strikers on both sides of the Bay are
still being contested by representa-
tives - of all. labor . organizations in
the area; al present writing no deci-
sion has beeri handed down.

With workers still parading in
front of the Kahn and Hastings
stores. in Qakland after almost . six
months, with a city-wide strike
against. ihe gigantic Rexall drug
chain continuing in San Francisco
almost as- long, with butchers out
against Safeway Stores in-the same
city for months, with a walkout of
lumber workers in the nearby red-
wood forests still unsettled ' after

more than a year, the.capitalists of

northern California are preparing
legislative and judicial acts against
the labor movement. They are not
satisfied with the anti-labor drive in
Washington. The court injunctions
against the telephone workers are
one example. Their representatives
in Sacramento, with satisfactory help

oL

tion of the eriminal politics of the
Communist. Party in Cuba. This
group, beginning as opponents of the
Stalinists’ bureaucratie violence and
their leadership of the Communist
International, inside the party itself,
later created their own organization
outside of-it, and for 15 years have
been persecuted, .informed against
and murdered. Today they are the
vanguard: of the struggle. against
Communist Party degeneration, -and

with their clear Marxist vision have

AFL Get Be"m'
yone Workers

from the equally reactionary legis-
lators from Los Angeles and-the rest
of the state are pushing their own
variety of union-busting -laws.

The: most important of, these is the

confinuation of ‘a wartime measure

against ‘“secondary boycotting,” or
the refusal of other workers to han-
dle goods of -any struck outfit. The
fact that .Congress is preparing sim-
ilar legislation isn't: enough for these
boys; in the style made famous by
California Chambers of Commerce,
they want to be first and foremost
in everything. At this date, the bill
has passed the State Senate and its
passage is soon expected in the As-
sembly.

An even more obvious example of
the wunbelievably clear anti-labor
bias of the State, Legislature is the
apparently favorable reception of a
bill to revive the state railway safe-
ty regulations which demand a cer-
tain  minimum number of workers
on the trains. The capitalist press has
been shouting that some of these
men are ‘“unnecessary” and the un-
ions’ insistence on. their being in
train crews is a form of “feather-
bedding,” or putting too many work-
ers on jobs. Coming after a geries of
violent train wrecks throughout the
country, in which the infamous and

‘locally all-powerful Southern Pacific

Railway has probably been the most’
guilty, these proposals show again
that the bosses and their agents don't

Foreign Marriage Ban In Russia
Embarrasses British Stalinists

The capitalist press has ‘seized on
the refusal of the Soviel government
to allow the fifteen wives who mar-
ried British subjects to leave the So-
viet Union.

A letter in “Reynolds” correctly
points out they have not givan like
publicity to the plight of the chil-
dren of American Negro soldiers in
Britain who were not allowed to
marry the mothers because of the
reactionary regulations of the Amer-
ican Army. This campaign on  the
part of the capitalist press is shot-
through with hypocrisy.

Nevertheless, coming after the un-

precedenied and reactionary ban on .

marriages with foreigners, this petty
and e¢ruel action shows clearly -the
attitude of the Soviet bureaucracy
toward the Russian masses.

The *“Daily Worker,” in a frantic
and embarrassed fashion, has {tried
to justify and whitewash this action
of Russian bureaucrats by references
to the tens of thousands of Russians
in Germany, and by the printing of
fantastic letters. So far as the Rus-
sians in Germany are concerned,
there is no ban on their going home.
And even if there was, does this jus-
tify the action of the Russian govern-
ment?

One letter in the “Daily Worker”
(10th April) printed - ‘without com-
ment, is worthy of quoting. In justi-
fying the ban, Rutland Baughton,
Newent, Glos., writes:

“...Until I began to think the mat-
ter out it seemed inhuman and like-
ly to afford new arguments to anfi-

-Soviet people here.

“Then these ideas came to my mind:

“1. The shorter endurance of emo-
tions based on sex as compared with
the emotions based on patriotism. In
its first urgency, passionate love is
capable of swamping patriotism.

“A large part of patriotism is con-
nected with habits and customs, and
if love is not reinforced by friend-
ship, and the sympathies which arise
in national traditions, a married
womnan may be very unhappy in a
foreign country.

“The other day I heard a young
woman - (a foreign war-wife) weep-
ing and asking to be sent back to
her own country. We have enough di-
vorce camplications of our own with-
out adding unhappy Russian brides
to unhappy American brides.

“2. The possible bourgeois bias of
‘the few Russian women preferring
Englishmen, and espéecially Embassy
officials, to their own countrymen.

This is the only possibility with any’

sinister implications.

“The fact that so many Russian
women fell in love with British Em-
bassy officials may mean that such
officials are especially lovable men.
And at the time they were married
it must certainly have seemed to

them that those officials were as anti-
faseist as themselves.

“Now that our Foreign Office seems
to ke pursuing an anti-Russian policy
the' wives may not. even want to
come here umless they themselves
are anti-Soviet.

“Some day intermarriage among
peoples will 'be free; but all sorts of
difficulties will arise until the peo-
ples themselves are free—especially
from the sort of men who seem to be
running our foreign policy today.”

That such a letter should be print-
ed in a so-called “socialist” or “com-
munist” paper is a disgrace. To any
conscious socialist the letter speaks
for itself.

Such an ocecurrence in Lenin’s day
would have been impossible. But to
the bureaucracy which has sent
whole small republics, men, women

and -;;bi!dre_n. to Sibafia_, such a.stprm

as has .been provoked by action- -

against fifteen people ‘is surprising
and unexpected.

No doubt the Stalinist bureaucracy
could not visualize the. disgust which
such “actions - would evoke among the
British workers. The important thing
for them is that even fifteen people,
not under their direct domination or
tied. to the:.bureaucraey -through
their jobs, would be dangerous. They
might talk to their husbands’ friends
and reveal the lack of workers' de-
mocracy in the Soviet Union.

The episode is symbolic of the real
attitude of the bureaucracy, which
has nothing in common with Lenin’s

ideas of what a workers' state and

workers' democracy s_hould be.
—From the British Socialist
Appeal, Mid-April issue.

Debate on Palestine

-

‘1'_14 "\_ée'st 14th Street

“A Hewbrew Nation
vs
A Socialist Nation”

Dr. N. Mori'on Fyblsh :

Representa.twe of the Amencan Suppnrters of the

Hebrew Commutee of National leeratmn

will ’s;.\ak zf-dr: A HEBREW ﬂATidN

Alber'l' Gafes

Associate Editor Labor Actmn

' will speak for: A SOCIALIST NATION

WORKERS PARTY CITY CENTER

“New Yol'll City

uba-II

considerable influence over the ad-
vanced sections of the Cuban work-
ing class.

On the: basis of the work of these
cadres, the fight against Stalinism
:in. Cuba. has sharpened .and deep-
.ened.. And they, sustaining the ideas
of . Lenin and, Trotsky, will be the
legitimate guides of the. Cuban
workers’
realization of their historic objec-
tives in the national and social liber-
ation of Cuba.

mind risking a few lives if they can
achieve the happy results of lower-

ing. costs and cracking the whip over ?

labor.

OAKLAND ANSWER

The first answer  from the labor
movement in the political arena has
‘occurred in Oakland in the current
election. The CIO, AFL (with the ex-
ception: of the Teamsters) and many
Railroad Brotherhoods have ‘united
to sponsor and support candidates
against the Knowland-Warren mu-
nicipal machine whose strike-break-
ing tactics were responsible for last
fall’s general walkout.: Their eandi-
dates received a plurality over the
incumbents for every contested City
Council office in the primaries on
April 15.

They are now preparing a vigor-
aus campaign for the run-off elec-
tion on May 13. The details of the
campaign and the athtude of LABOR
ACTION will be fully discussed in
another article. The important thing
to point oul here-is that labor in the
Bay Area is continuing to show that
it is fighting mad, both on the picket
line and in the polling ‘booth, and
that this fighting spirit must become
stronger and sharper if its mighty
enemies are to be defeated.
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Write to Box 221 for Information.

BALTIMORE

Headquarters. 21 West Preston St

Meetings of Socialist Youth League
held every Friday at 8 p.m.

Public forums are held second Fri-
day of each month.

For details of Workers
branch, contact above address.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Onen meetlngs on Sunday eveninga

CHICAGO
LABOR ACTION, 1601 W. Hndl.uon.
ind fleor, Chlcago 7. -
Telephone—CH Esapeake 5798
Oomice hours: 3-5:86 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Bundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day oveni_n;n.

S ¥
CLEVELAND
- Thé Clevelend hranch of the Work-
ers’ Party moeets every Sunday at
£:00 p.m. : L _

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Friday
at §:00 p.m.

For additional
to Bernard Douglas, 1'% O,
Cleveland. 3, Ohio.
DETROIT
" Headdquabters:
9 and 10, Telephon::
- “"Write or phone

Party

write
11940,

information,
Box

‘6341 Gratiot, Rooms
PLaza 5559.
for ‘information

about the discussion group on "“Sta-
linism."
LOS ANGELES

New headquarters address: LABOUR
ACTION, 3314 So. Grand, Los An-
geles 1.

‘TEL.: Richmond 7-3230 (if no an-
swer, phone AX 2-9067).

Office hours: 2 Lo 5 p.m. daily except
hund'w '
LOU!SVILLE

For other information regarding

LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Markst St

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m; Wednesday—12 to 8 p. m.
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Forums every Iriday at 8:30 p.m.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market 5t.:

May 16, Robert Shaw—"The Nature
of the Russian State.”

May 23, Saul Berg—"The National
Question in L'lStL!‘l’l Europe."

i

NEW YORK Cl'l'\'

CCITY CENTER: 114 West 14th 5t.,
third floor. Open every day from ‘10
a;m.' to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until (6 p.m.

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

" You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Pur-
t¥ih New Yotk City.

‘BRONX 'BRANCH: Meeéts every
Thursday at 8:15 pm. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM EBRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Ps.rty Heddquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave (riedr 126th 8t.), rooi 106.

CI‘N'I‘RAL _BRANCH l‘_l'-‘eet!! evéry
Wedneaday, 8716 p.m. at the Workera
Piarty -City Center, 114 West lith St
third floor..

CHELSEA BRAN(,H Meets every
Thuraday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 Weést 14th St.,
third floor:

Tidusiriil Branch
at 8:30 p.m., at City Center,
14th St

Brooklyn Downtown' Branch meets
every Thursday at 8:15 .p.m.. at 276
Jrulton ‘«t]cet second foor,

EROOKLYN BROW’NSVILLE EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets evéry
Wednesddy &t 8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Pulacé, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

. __SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the

meets Thursday
114 W,

Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton Bt .second fléor.
READING

“For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P 0 Box 1671,

PHiI.ADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd door).

\Varkels Party Branch meets \r\ft‘d-
nesdays at & p.m.

Coming events at Labor Action
Hall, 1139 West Girard Avenue:
‘Friday,  May 16, 8:15 p.m.—lForum:
Figlit' the Anti- Labor Legislation?
Speaker, Arthur Parks.

Saturday, May 17, 8:30 p.m.—HUT
JAZZ, the Folk Music of the World,
1 ](‘(.LurP gn the social significance of
_1:172 illugtrated with recordings. In-
vited speaker, A1 Rose, publicity di-

. rector of the Philadelphia Jazz Fes-

tival Society.

Sunday, May
’\Inrxium and Selence.

26—A  symposium,
Invited speak-

11\, from the scie mil’h professions:
“Phe Seientific Method,” . K. Car-
mer: “The Dialectical Appr(-::.uh," Isa-

dore Dintzis; "Social Backgrounds of
Science,” Waller Grey. Questions and
discussion.

HSunday., June 14—Workers Darly
picnic. :
ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridge, 6517 Corbitt
Avenue, University City 14.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
For information on the actlvities
of the Workers Party in the San
Franeisco ' Bay area write: LABOR
ACTION, 486 Tenth St, Room 206,
Oakland 7, Calif.
SEATTLE
Write to P, 0. Box 29, University
Post Oiffice, for information.

For ir‘formntmn of- Workers Darty;

addfessés and actlwtins in' cities not

Iistéd almve ‘write to Workers Party,

;TCcuN‘. Square, Long Isiand City 1,
Y.

Maﬁ'son Ducks UE Sefﬂemenf Explanahon
In Reporf to Chicago Reg:onaf Canference

CHICAGO — The Chicago regional
confererice of the UAW to hear the
reports of the International Execu-
tive-Board member from this region,
Joe 'Mattson, on the Louisville, New
York and Detroit meetings, was held
on May 4. Mattson reportéd on the
situation in the area, and Richard
T. Leonard, international vice-presi-
dent, reported. on pending legislation.
Mattson’s  report dealt primarily
with: thé anti-labor legislation. Every-
one expected that-a good portion of
the report would be on this subject,
but most rank and filers expected that
Maitson would deal with the UE set-
tlément and the Executive Board’s
~“feciSions on this mdtter. Thiat some
discussion on' this subject must have
taken place is accepted by all. A
union representing 30,000 workers set
the pattern for the entire CIO, dfter
an agreement had been made ' that
the three big CIO unions would keep
each other informed on .the progress
of their negotiations. However; Mait-
&on, who is now a full-fledgeil captive
of the . Addes-Thomas-Leonard-Sta-
linist bloc,"could not arnd- would not
deal . with this because it would com-
promise the people who are his most
faithful followers in this area.
‘Richard T. Leonard’s speech consist-
ed ‘of warning the workers of the
serious situation. that faces labor to-
day. However, he continued ‘the line
of all the top bufeaucrats in the CIO
by: blaming the workers for this sit-
uation ahd attempting to sbsolve. the
Democratic Party. One could only
get the impression that the Demo-
- erdts were fightiig the Hartley ahd
Taft bills, and that those horrid Re-

pubhcans were pushing them through.
Léonard blamed the membership for
‘his-and all the leaders’ erimes, name-
1y 'the crime ‘of Supporting one gang
~of “capitalist i)l_cilitiC_iaHS' against an-
other.

The ‘ afternoon session heard some
so-callel “liberal” Congressmen ex-
plain the terrible job the “Tories”
dre doing on labor.

..The . other point ra:setl was the
ﬂght of UAW Local 248 for. its very
cx:stence Ninety-one leaders have
_bl_!en fired, and the union has no con-
tract. This is the result of the return
to -work ardered by the. Stalinist
leaders, after they had.led the Allis-
Chalmers strike into the ground. At
the -present time there is a petition
campaign to. get the leaders, Buse,
Christoffel, etc., back te work. The
conference devoted a share of its time

. to help in pressuring for the return

of thie fired léaders.
There. were no fireworks at this

:"_'."::he Arab League change,

UN Debai‘e Wr" Not Benefit

Eithe

By GENE VAUGHN

A, special session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations,
called for the purpose of discussing
the Palestinian cquestion, is at the
-time of ‘this ‘writing in its second
week.' Great Britain, forced by the
impasse into' which her Palestinian
policy has led her, has come to the
General Assembly with a request to
appoint a committee of inquity into
the intérnal situdtion in Palestine.
Once more -the Jewish duestion and
the Palestinian problem become the
- official ~chessboards upon which the
imperialist -strugglé betiwveen the
United . States and Great Britain on
one side and Russia on the other side,
the ‘Near East have-nations and the
- Near East have not-nation, is played.
“The aspiration of peoples, the hopes
-and future of hundreds of thousands
of displaced persons, all these become
the playthmg of highly placed poli-
tlclans atid imperialist nations. Great
Britain, the country which made the
request that the United Nations take
up ithe Palestiiie question, blesses the
efforts of the Unijted Nations in ad-
vance by informing the UN that it
does  not consider- itself bound ‘to
abide by the findings of any commit-
tee of inquiry appointed by thc Gen-
e1 al Assembly.

" The big imperialist co_un_tnes,
Britain,-Russia and the United States,
face a dilemma for which they can
discover, at the moment, no way out.
Their problem is: How to ‘guarintee
for themselves the right of continu-
ous exploitation of the ‘Near East
oil fields and 4t the same tiine remain
oen speaking terms with the Jewish
Yishuv in ‘Palestiné: To them,  the
resolition of this dilemma appears

_to be an impossibility, for in their
bid for thie control of the Near East
they look for support to the reaction-
ary feudal Arab aristocracy, the Arab
Ledgle, in order to assuré themselves
their supply of oil and military bases.
It is-through the Arab League, a
creation of the British Foreign Office,
that the British and now the Amer-
icans propose to rule.

To Great Britain and the United
States, the Arab League is valued as
insurance against the possible upris-
ing of the native Arab masses against
foreign imperialism. And the redc-
tionary Arab Effendi refuses to be
reconciled to a Jewish Yishuv in
Palestine. Under the circumstances,
unlegs the imperialist policies toward

and this
does not appear likely at the moment,
all three imperialist nations must
and will in the final instance choose

““Hob to ‘antagonize. the-Arab~teaction

session: The Reutherites gave Matt-

son a breathing spell. Their reason-
ing was. that they have raised ques-
tions at each session, and it was bet-’
ter_\ to let one cotiference go by the
board. ‘However, it 'is hardly to the
advantdge of' the union to remain
miini on'tHe UE settlement. Mattson
sholild have been compelled to take
4:stand before the local leaders pres-
ent at the meeting on where he stood
on thé knife in the Back dealt to the
UAW- woikers in General Motors by
the Stalinists Whb lealh UE. No
breathing spells should be permitted
those Who play ball with the Stalin-
ists in the UAW.

PHILADELPHIA ACEWR HAPTER Hm.ns
SUCCESSFUL DINNER FOR ITALIAN RELIEF

PH!LADELPHIA May '1—The Phila-
delphia chaptér’' of -the American
Commijttee for European Wotkers
Relief, with which the Labor Action,
Relief Service has been merged, held
a highly successful Italian Night Ben-
efit Dinner on April 27 at 1303 West
Girard Avenue, with 120 people in
attendance.

With virtually all the food con-
- tributed by Italian business firms, to-
gether with contributions from friends

of  thie committes, $250 was .cléarkd

for. -the relief of Italian workers
abroad.

Goldy Geldman, director of the
Philadelphia Chapter, greeted the
many friends who, by their attend-

.

ance, contributed to the aid of the
Italidn anti-fas€ist fighters. She ex-
plamed the purpbse of the commit-
tee, ‘its ‘dims and listed some of the
many achieveriients in rendering ma-
terial aid in fodd, clothihg, medicine,
ete.

The merger of the LARS with 1hc
Philadelghia ACEWR gwes great
promise for tHe growth ahd exten-
sion of the work accomplished. Spe-
cial mention should -be made of the
exce.llent dinner .prepared under the
supérvision of the hard working com-
thitteg member  frené Rose. The en-
thusiasm ‘and excellent coope1at10n
of the ‘entire committee made possi-
ble the successful Italian Night Beri-
efit.

with which they work so well. They
must therefore throw to the wind all
consideration for the welfare of Eu-
rope’s remaining Jews. For those
Jews who see Palestine as their only
salvatmr the future is indeed black.

A\IOTHER COMMISSION!

Great Britain requests that the
United Nations appoint a commis-
sion of -inquiry to investigate the
Palestinian situation. And why not?
What harm can it do? ‘There have
been $o many inquiries since she
first came into the mandate. Why not
another inquiry? This proposal for
an inquiry by the UN comei after
Great Britain refused to ‘accept the
decision of an Anglo-American com-
mission which called for the imme-
diate entry of 100,000. Jews into Pal-
estine. Britain, fighting the battle of
“Disintegrating Empire,” needs Pal-
estine very badly as a base for the
protection of the Suez Canal and as
an outlet for her oil supply. She re-
fused to abide by the decision of her
own commission, and now she in-
forms the UN that she will not be
bound by the deecision of the new
commission of inquiry. It must be
Britain's imperial policy to delay and
delay the day of reckoning, the day
when she must leave Palestine and
the rest of the Near East bag and
baggage. With tongue in cheek she
comes to. the United Nations for
moral support. Britain shows her
great concern for the Palestine prob-
lem. She requests the help of the
United Nations.

At the second session of the Gen-
eril Assembly, once the procedural
matter of electing Dr. Aranha of Bra-
zil to the presidency of the session
had been disposed of, the several
Arab delegates introduced a resolu-
tion ecalling for a discussion of the
Palestinian question on the floor of
the General Assembly instead of
merely appointing an investigation
committee. Russia immediately
jumped to the support of this reso-

rd -
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lution. Russia, which as yet is not
a Mediterranean power, favors the
greatest amount of open discussion
and fact-finding on this question. Dis-
cussion can only serve to weaken the
position of the United States and
‘Great Britain in the Near East and
Palestine. This was particularly so
in this instance because of the fact
that the Arab delegation soon cou-
pled this demand with a more radi-
cal demand for a free and indepen-
dent Arab Palestine.

In supporting this niove, Russia
- first. of -all curried favor with the
Arab League and secondly favored a
resolution which weakened Great
Britain’s posutmn in Palestine. This
was strongly opposed by the United
States and Great Britain. Instead of
this resolutmn, the Uniled States of-
fered a counter-resolution calling for
the appnmtment of a commission of
mqmry by the Political and Security
Committee of the General Assembly.
This motion by the United States was
carriefl in the Assembly by a vast
majority. It is an accepted fact in the
Assembly chambers that the United
St.ates opinions ‘on this problem of
Palestine will prevail.

The next controversial issue to
come before the General Assembly
was the matter of representation of
the parties involved in the dispute.
The Jewish Agency for Palestine is
recognizéd by the League mandate
as the official representative of the
Jews of Palestine. The Jewish Agency
requested to be seated at the Gen-
eral Assembly without vote as the
representative of the Jews.. Again,
flowing from its policy of favoring
as much discussion as possible and
in front of the largest and most im-
poriant body as possible, Russia came
out in support of the request of the
Jewish Agency. By supporting the
demand of the Jews in this proce-
dural matter, Russia in no way com-
mifted herself to supporting immi-

gration to Palestine but attempted

to put Britain on the spot by calling
for the greatest exposure of condi-
tions . in - Palestine., It must also be
recalled that the Jewish Agency for
Palestine likewise favors a free and

independent state in Palestine, but -

only a Jewish state,

AMERICAN DEVOTION!

Great Britain and the United States
violently opposed the right of the
Jewish Agency to represent the Jews
upon' the; floor of the General Assem-
bly. Mr. Austin, the American dele-
gate to the Umted Nations, had the
fcillowm “The Assembly as
posétbly ‘g‘i“e&téﬁt' parliarfientary
body in the world could not lower
its d1gn1ty by giving non-govern-
mental organizations = the right to
speak on its floor whenever they
wished. No parliamentary body ex-
tends such privileges.” What better
example can there be of the hypoc-
I‘lS_Y and two-facedness of the Amer-
ican government on the problem of
Palestine? The American government
lays cldim to being the great friend
of the Jews. Its Congresses pass, and
presidential administrations issue,
resolutions regularly and religiously
in support of Zionism and the strug-
gle for a Jewish state in Palestine.
Now, when the United States comes
to grips with problems of imperial-
ism and control of the Near East as
part of the Truman Ddetrine, the
Hon. Warren R. Austin turns to the
niceties of protocol in order to stifle
discussion and retain an imperialist
hold on Palestine. ' Says Delegate
Austin: “We must not be impatient
with one another. Claimants must not
be impatient with the United Na-
tions. We are engaged in the greatest
cause which mankind has ever es-
sayed

We must be patient, says this poli-

Pic

(Conitinued fro_m page 1)
here to the same CP that did NOT

join in the anti-fascist demonstra-
tiop.

JOINT RALLY ;

At 915 pm, the picket line

changed its course and pardded up-
town to the headdtiarters of the So-
ecidlist Workérs Party, where ah anti-
fascist raliy was held. One hundred
people attended this meeting, which
was addressed by Jack Brad, organ-
izer of the Workers Party, and Max
‘Geldman, orgamzm of the Socialist
Workers Party After a brief dis-
cussion, three resolutions were adopt-
ed. The first ohe condemned Mayor
Samiiiel #nd his city administration
for protecting the fascist thugs with
dt -least 50 police stationed around
Town Hall at least one and a half
houzs before the meeling began.

A sgecond resolution called upon
the labor movement to boycott Town
Hall and all other properties belong-
ing to the owner if he plays host to

" Srhith or his ilk again. The third res-

olution initidted an investigation into
the circulation of tickets at Temple

University. It is significant to note

that - this sarme university outlawed
the AYD on the campus last week
on the excuse that it is a front or-
ganization for the Communist.Party.

Both speakers, Brad and Geldman,
stessed the need for united  action
of the labor movement ds'the enly
methei of victory over fascism., Those
presenit were ifivited to leave their

>-Masses

tician to the Arab and- Jewislh- masses
of Palestine who stand in danger of
losmg their lives as irmocent by-
standers ‘under the waves of terror.
And this is one quarter of a century
since Great Bfitain dcquired a mdn-
date to “lead the people of Palestine
on to the road of freedom and self-
rule.” You must be patient, he says
to the DPs who rot in European con-
centration camps two years after the
great holocaust is ever. 'Mr. ‘Austin
can well afford to be patieht. He has
nothing else to do but walk the cor-
ridors ‘of ithe General- Assembly and
“engage in the greatest cause which
mankind Has ever essayed.”

A ‘compromise resolution has final-
ly been adopted. This resolution or-
ders the Political and Security Com-
mitftee of the General Assembly to
call upon the Jewish Agency to re-
port before it. The Agency is not to
be given power to argue, dr:bate. take
part in discussion, and represent but
merely to report before the commit-
tee as a 'witness reports to a Con-
gressional committee: THe Jewish
Agency is “bitter over this' sell-out”
by the United States. Appaléntly the
Jewish Agency had faken the Con-
gressional resolutions and the presi-
dential statements seriously—and it
is now bitterly disillusioned.

A cornmission of inquiry will be
appointed, as there has been before.
All sides will in all probability be

heard. A report will be issued as.

there has been before. And then
what? Imperialist interests will pre-
vail. The welfare of the Palestinian
people can only be of secondary con-
sideration to' the imperialist powers
who are now deliberating over the
question of Palestine. For the peo-
ple of Palestine the only 'way out of
this impasse is not through the cham-
bers of the United Nations but
through wunited mass action against
ithe English by-both the Arabs:and
thé Jews. ‘The immediate goal must
be a free and independent Palestine,
based on constituent assembly power,
with full political, economic and so-
cial rights for all its inhabitants.

Supreme Court -

(Cotitinued from page 1)
FBI annourniced that it wodld investi-

gate the mine areas to discover: if -

there ‘were any “agitators” stirring
up ‘the miners: Under the now-an-
nounced Supreme Court decision, the
FBEI could have prowled through pri-
wvate houseés almost at: will. """
PART OF TEND!ENC_Y

Of course it 'may be said that the
repressive agencies of the capitalist
class do not pdy too much atiention
to legal niceties and are ready to
ignore their own laws when ' con-
venient. That is true. But nonethe-
less it is to the advantage of the
labor movement to have as many
legal safeguards as possible, even
though it must simultaheously rea-
lize that it cannot depend on them.
For such safeguards can sometimes
be utilized by the labor movement
to deflect atiempts to violate its
rights.

The Supreme Court decision mere-

ly makes it easier for FBI men to

snoop around and chop off those gov-
ernment employees whose political
ideas are non-conformist. It is part
of the general tendency in.America
today to hem in the boundaries of
civil liberties, to snipe at the rights
of labor and the radical movement.
It is still another indicatibn of how
the Supreme Court; by its very na-
ture and’ composition, serves the in-
terests of the ruling class of. this
country,

cet Race-Hater -

names and dddresses for future prep-
aritions against furthet fascist prov-
ocations. *A large number did leave
their- nameés, addresses. and telephone
numbers, The joint committee of ‘the
WP and - SWP ihtends. to carry

through:.thé resolutions of the rally
and to develop further measures of
anti-fascist defense.

$preads Filth

- That Smith was not prevented from
speaking in Philadelphia on May
Day is a serious failing. The labor
movement must- be made aware of
the great dangers of a p,(_)hcy of com-
placency in the face of fascist provo-
cation. The. joint commiitee w111 at-
tempt to inform the trade umons of
all the facts and propose a program
for united action.

“ism,

izer of the San Francisco.Bay Area
Branch of the Workers Party, ad-

‘dressed an audience of fifty comrades

and friends at the Labor Action For-
um at Jehny Lind Hall here on Sun-
day. evening, April 13, on “Imperial-
the Road to Destruction.”

What is behind the Truman policy
of support to the Greek and Turkish
governments, Haskell asked. The de-
fenders of American imperialism
would have us believe that they
want to save Greece and Turkey
from totalitarianism. The embarras-
sihg. fdact that the Greek and Turk-
ish governments are two of the most
reactionary, anti-working class gov-
ernments in the world, is there for
all to see.. All the talk in Washing-
ton 'about Greek and Turkish '“de-
mocracy” is merely a moral cover
for military strategy in the struggle
between American and Russian im-
perialism.

‘Greece andl Turkey are mot impor-
tani to Atherican capitalism econom-
ically. They are important against
Russid militarily, however, and the
end of military strategy is vietery in
war. The contintiation of capitalism
céfi lead ohly to World War III, Has-
kell warned.”

On the other hand, Russia fits into
this sdme pattern of imperialist “di-
plomacy.” A socialist state would and
could rely on' the solidarity of .the
wotkers of the world in the revolu-
tionary struggle, But Russia is not a
socialist state! Stalinisin acts accord-
ing to the methods of imperialist con-
quest. This it has demonstrated very
clearly in Greece itself. When the

Discusses Impenalnsl

Intrigues, War Aim
At Oakland Meeting

"OAKLAND—Gordon Haskell, organ-

;" throughout - the warld,

Greek people ‘arose against their rul-
ihg class in -Décember, 1945, Stalin,
through his agénts in the EAM, was
able to use. this revolt to embarrass
his imperialist competitor, 'Churchill,
Also; through ‘the Stalinists in the
EANM, Stalinn was able to head off.the
revolt before it could becomeé a sue-
cessful working tlass revolution that
would achieve warkers power in
Greece,

With Ameritd’s direct Jsubsidizm-
tioni of the Gfeek and Turkish reac-
tioriary ' governments, the conflict of
imperialist intérests - between = the
riilinig tlasses of America 'and Rus-

_sid ‘becomés moré naked than ever
before. Support of - either tamp In

stich a striiggle can lead to only cme
restlt—a - third world war.

Likewise, at home, the capitalist
fulers of Amenca are preparing the

" groundwbrk- for their foreign po]lcy

of world domination. If the American
working cldss were to act indepen-
dently in their own interest and that
df their wotking class '
- the W they would
threaten' the-whole structure of capi-
talist rule. Hence the anti-labor drive.
An iron control of 1dbOI‘ at Home is
the first prereqtiisite of capitalist
control of the warkers abroad. :

- “The - Amigrican
break their dlliance with their main
enémiy, the  American ru[lng class,

and come to the aid of their only '

friends—the workers ind farmers,

‘the siufferihg commoi péople of the

world. The Workers Party shows you
the only road that leads out of the
blind alley of both American and
Rugsian imperialisim,” Conifade Has-
kell concluded,
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workers must

'APRIL 'NEW INTERNATIONAL ON NﬁWSSTANbS:

BY HENRY JUDD ==

By now,; all New Fnternational agents and Workers Party branches will

have received the Aptil copy of ‘the.magazine, featuring the article of Max .

SHachtman on “The Nature of Russia.” This issue promises to be a sellout,

and in great demand. It is on display and sale on several hundred news-

stands in New York City, and those who have not yet pu1chased their copy
can get it from their favorite stand. The May issue is now in preparation

and will shortly be issued.

BETROIT AND cmc;&sa BRANCFIES I.EAD LAboﬂ Aci'{cm sms nmve

The Detroit and Chicago branches. -of the Wotkers Party. are busﬂ.y
engaged now in publie, mass sales of LABOR ACTION: at meetmg‘;, unwn
gatherings, ete. Local New York of the Workers Party has likewise begun
preparations to engage in this kind of necessary activity. The Detroit and

Chicago branches have had :excellent results, indicating that it is easy to.

sell LABOR ACTION to workers and people interested in political events.
« From Detroit, Bill Miller writes us of the great success -experienced

there:

“We now have a permanent LABOR ACTION sales squad. The peopie
on this squad bear the brunt of LABOR ACTION work and usually have
one assignment for sales each week. We took your suggestion seriously and

will ‘push it here.

“We, tobk good advantage of the 600 :upus nf the ldst issiie of I.AUOR
ACTION which we ordered. We sold just under 500 copies of fhe paper—
481 fo be exact. The combindtion of the tremendous tufnout of workers and

our sale of LABOR ACTION niade us feel very good." B

ill also encloud a mb-

stantial payment on his bill and seven subscriptions to LABOR ACTION—ail
the result of this effort fo sell the paper publicly.

And from Chicago, Shirley Waller who is really knocking them dowri
with her Sales Crew of LABOR ACTION aces; requests several hundred
extra copies and makes a good sized increase in the 1'egular Chicago bundle
order. Shirley also writes, “Since I last wrote, we’ve had the following

sales:

UAW Local, 50 copies; Telephohe Workers picket line, 50 copies;

CP Meeting, 100 copies, ete. Qur total sales for the past two weaks amounted
to $30—or 600 copies 6f LABOR ACTION.”:

And thdt's going some! Shirley ‘also sdys ﬂln! the clﬂcago sulel crew !s
going to -have newsboy adent's aprons, with pockéts foi Holdifig the ‘paper
and change, made. Chicago has redlly been showing ‘the way to thé rest of
the country these pdst few weeks. What are othét branches doing about get-
#ing> LABOR ACTION out into ‘the streets, in front of political i'ne'elinds anid
union halls? Chicago and Detroit are prdaf that LABOR ACTION can be sold

and sold in large quantities.

Here s a list of new subseriptions and renewals that arrived dulmg the

past week, with Detroit at the top:

DETROIT
Buffalo

Akron

Youngsiown
Seattle
New York City
Los Angeles
Newtrk ...
Sair ‘Francisco .
Miscellaneous *

Please enter my subscr:ptlon to LABOR ACTION as fO]IOWS‘
[0 6 month subscription (26 issues) for 50¢

[0 1 year subscription (52 issues), together .
with pamphlet “Plenty For AlL” to be mailed

© to me, for $1.00.
Name .....

.

Address ...

L T T

INTRODUCTORY OFFER TG

LABOR. Acrlon{
4 Court Square, I.ong Island City 1, N. Y. !

T

. (Please print)
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COMMENT ON THE AFL AND CIO UNITY MEETING

May 19, 1947

|A United Labor Movement

* By E. R. McKINNEY

Right at the time the Senate, un-
der the leadership of Robert Taft,
was hacking away the rights of the
American working class; committees
of the CIO and AFL were meeting
in Washington and trying to agree
on’ a formula for merging the two
crganizations. The two committees
did not reach agreement on unifica-
tion, rior did they take.any steps to-
ward practlcal collaboration in fight-
ing the “union control” bills of t.he
House or the Senate.

William Green announced after
the conference that it was the unani-
mous opinion of the AFL and CIQ
““that organic unity should be estab-
lished within the American labor
movement. . . . This decision is based
upon the modern trend of economie,
social and industrial life. . . . In the
meantime we shall continue our ef-
forts to prevemt the enactment of
highly objectionable anti-labor legis-
lation nmow being considered in the
Congress of the United States.”

The AFL proposed that the CIO
unions affiliate with the AFL on the
same basis as the miners had affili-
ated in 1946, This was a change'
from the former demand of the AFL
that the CIO unions functioning in
fields which had b’een originally
chartered by the AFL, turn over
their members to t AFL union

" having jurisdiction in that field. This
proposal of the AFL that the CIO
. affiliate does not, of course, settle
the question as to whether or not the
CIO unions are to maintain their or-

(i~

ganizational integrity, What does
“affiliation to the AFL mean? This
was no problem with the miners,
since the AFL miners union was a
small .and - relatively
union. At“any rate, the Progressive
Miners of America (AFL) left when
the UMWA was admitted. Very se-
nous “jurisdictional” disputes could
* arise, however, in. connection with
the affiliation of unions in maritime,
metals, chemicals, office workers,
eleetrical industry, ete.

cio POSITION IS FOR
INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM

The CIO took the position that
“any new organizational structure
.shall give full and complete recogni-
tion to the principle of industrial or-
ganization.” Also, that the new or-
ganization “shall provide for the
creation of effective labor political-
action machinery for advancing the
legislative objectives of organized
labor, between elections and at elee-
tion time. We regard the exercise of
the rights of citizenship as a corner-
stone of democratic trade unionism.”
The CIO also proposed that AFL
and CIO uniong operating in the
same field “should also meet to ex-
plore the possibility of joint action
in the carrying out of the above pro-
gram in their respective fields.”

The two committees got nowhere
on these concrete and significant pro-
posals. And right here is revealed
again the deep and fundamental dif-
ferences at the root of the disagree-
ment between the two organizations.
While the division is .not based pri-

insignificant

2 wﬁ“w:wéw»mﬁ ;

marily on differences in principle, the
division is of such a nature as to lead,
ultmately to basic economic and po-
litical principles. Inherent in the situ-
ation and the division is the question
of how, and by what road shall the
labor movement proceed fo solve the
main problem facing the working

| class today.

In the CIO program for unifica-
tion the problems are at least hinted
at, when the demand is made for
safeguarding industrial unionism
and for “labor political-action ma-
chinery.” Such proposals ' demon-
strate that labor is, to say the least,
becoming aware of the necessity for
something more than mere economic
action of the traditional trade union
variety. Also, there is recognition of
the superiority of industrial over
craft unionism, not only in the
sphere of economic demands, but al-
so the greater effectiveness of indus-
trial organization in the promotion
of political organization and activity.

While the leadership of the CIO
does not understand and grasp the

-full import® of their program, the

AFL leadership understands this far
less. Green and the AFL internation-
al presidents do not understand the
meaning and power of industrial or-
ganization, but they do know that
what the CIO proposes is not condu-
cive to the strengthening and per-
petuation of their old-fashioned
craft unionism. They know also that
industrial unionism tends to pro-
mote a form of centralization which
gives a more unified program to the
labor movement than is desired by
the big international presidents of
the AFL. Above all, these AFL bu-
reaucrats understand that industrial
unionism opens the way for greater
internal democracy, wider education-
al development for the rank and file
and tends toward greater mass mili-
tancy. They know all this will lead
to new modes of thinking, new de-
mands and to a heightened militant
and political censcmusness in the
ranks -of labor.

AFL FEARS MILITANCY

. OF MASS UNIONS

The AFL bureaucrats are aware
of these things. They are aware too
that there outmoded craft union
mentality, their 1886 trade union
philosophy, cannot possibly stand up
against the pressure of the mass

production workers. Their bureau- -

cratic interests are involved. They
do not plan to abdicate their craft
union thrones. They resist every ef-
fort of the lower orders in industry
to disturb the domiinance of the labor
aristocracy. Hence, the impudent
and reactionary proposal of ' 1939
that certain CIO wunions turn over
their memberships to AFL interna-
tionals. Now they only propose that
the CIO unions affiliate with the
AFL in the same way that the
UMWA did.

When Green states that “organic
unity should be established within
the American labor movement” and
that “this decision is based upon the
modern trend of economic, social and
industrial ‘life,” while at the same
time the AFL refuses to do this, or
fails to understand the real content
of that statement, no effective basis
is established for unification and ef-
fective functioning after unification.

What is this "medern trend" that
Green mentions? 1t is the accomplish-
ment of mass production based on
scientific discovery, technological de-
velopment and the tremendous growth
of human needs and wants. It is the
victory of industrial capitalism over
merchant capitalism. It is the tremen-
dous expansion of capitalist' produc-
tion, which creates a place for the
big industrial unit and for the assem-
bling of thousands of workers in a
single plant and in a single industry.
It is the passage from the hand tool
to the automatic machine. It is the

“change which created the mass indus-

trial working class and which made
this group of workers the decisive

workers in industry. The craft worker

has been forced into a subordinate
place in the production process and
in society. .

CLASS STRUGGLE DEMANDS
UP-TO-DATE METHODS

On the social side the “trend”
means a tendency toward the unifi-
cation of the working class, for
greater efficiency in the struggle for
its ecoriomic and social demands. It
means the widening of the horizon

of labor to include political action as
the capstone of the struggles of the
working class.

Furthermore, it is not enough to
speak vaguely, as does Green, about
“the modern ‘trend of economic, so-
ciagl and industrial life.” We must
speak precigely of the modern trend

of capitalist society, in its economie,
social and political aspects. We must
speak of the modern trend in the
class struggle and how the labor
movement should participate in that
struggle. To attempt to understand
the problems of labor today in any
other way is only to court disaster

- and failure. It is to go on in the old
way, to proceed as though the labor
movement were back in the eighties,
fighting for the eight-hour day and
for the establishment of “wage con-
sciousness.”

The CIO program contains all of
this in inchoate and somewhat primi-
tive form. It demands "complete rec-
ognition of the principle of industrial
organization™ and "the creation of
effective
chinery. . . ."'The CIO leaders do not
know it, but hidden away in this pro-
gram, implicit in such demands, is the
inference that industrial unionism is,
or should become, unionism based on

-the principle of class . struggle and

-not class collaboration. It is not pri-

marily structure, important as this is,
but the functional aspects of indus-
trial unionism which should distin-
guish this type of unionism from craft
unionism. On the whole, and in a very
elementary way, this has been demon-
strated in the life of the ClO,

Here is trade unionism on a high-
er level than in the eraft unions.
The whole trend has been to move
toward class struggle and away
from class collaboration. This in-
stinctive movement of the mass pro-
duction workers has been conscious-
ly retarded by the CIO top bureau-
cracy, with its deliberate class col-
laborationist policies. On all the fun-
damental issues of relations between
the working class and the capitalist

labor political-action ma- .

ruling class, the CIOI'leaders see eye
to eye with the AFL leadership.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
THE AFL AND ClO

The hardened and astute AFL bu-
reaucrats, however, discern the dif-
ference between the AFL and CIO.
That is why they reject the CIO
unification program. They want a
unification that w:ll leave the prin-
ciple of eraft unionism intact. They
do not want the CIO unions to main-
tain their identity in anyway which
will promote the progress of genu-
ine industrial unionism.

This may account for the fact that
the AFL refuses to lay any stress
on the need for practical collabora-
tion today between the two federa-
tions. Not only has it been impos-
sible, up to now, for the organiza-
tions to agree on a unification for-
mula, they have not yet been able to
collaborate nationally against the
present offensive of the capitalist
ruling class! The CIO proposed that
the two federations establish a joint
legislative committee to oppose
“vicious legislation.” The AFL is
not for this; they want immediate
unification. Obviously there is some-
thing wrong here. What is wrong is
precisely what we have said above.
The AFL is desirous of ridding it-
self of the competition of industrial
unionism and all that flows from
“the principle of industrial organi-
zation.” This is the principle of craft
unionism in its most gluttonous and
reactionary phase. y

The labor movement should be
united. The. realities of the situation
show that unification cannot or will
not take place now. However, for
either leadership to put their own
bureaucratic interests ahead of ihp

mass interests of the working class
is a stupid and criminal procedure.

- Collaboration is urgent. imperative

and can be organized immediately.
“The millions of workers in the AFL-
ClO .will respond and function te-
gether against the common enemy.
Such collaboration will give a lift to
the labor movement and spread dis-
" quiet in the ranks of the capitalist
ruling class.

A UNITED LABOR
MOVEMENT IS CURE

Organized labor today is not even
putting up . a very stiff defense
against the assaults of the ruling
class. The CIO leadership has
emerged from wage negotiations in
a cold sweat. They entered the ne-
gotiations in fear and trembling.
They knew that their leadership
had not given their membership any
cause to believe that their wage de-
mands could be won. They knew
that they were in no position to call
strikes. This leadership was in full
retreat before the sluggings of the
capitalist. employers, their Congress,
their President and their courts.
They had no way out except to try
to beg a few cents more from the
capitalist bosses. This goes for all of
them; Murray, Reuther and the
Stalinist agents of the Kremlin.

The AFL leadership with their
atomized craft federation @ believe
they are in a better position. But
they are fools, bloated, reactionary
and ignorant fools, with Bill Green
at their head and in their protective
custody. They are the “sensible un-
1omsts " the “responsible trade un-
ions.” They sit on theéir treasuries
and long for the return of the good
old days of “sweetheart” agreement&

Like the Catholic Church hoping

Is an Urgent Need

that the Protestants will see their
“error” " and return to “Mother

" Church,” the AFL hopes the CIO

will see its error and return to the
“House of Labor.”

In the meantime, Hartley and
Taft pound away for the National

Associatiora_Lof ‘Manufacturers in
Congress. The capitalist bosses bar-
ricade themselves behind their bil-
lions in profits and dividends. The

. big capitalist gougers maintain their

hold-up prices and store production
away in their warehoyses, bins and
refrigerators.

" The cure for this, and the enly cure,

is a united labor movement, militant

and fighting labor movement, labor
movement which organizes itself and
plons to, take the offensive against
its class enemy. A labor movement
striving to place its own representa-
tives in its own congress, in its own
govarnmani a worllars government!

CP Opposition Group Must Examine Theory
To Fmd the Source of Stalinist Degeneration

By CARL DAVIS

In our previous articles we de-
scribed the peculiar character of the
current ' Stalinist opposition groups
and tendencies in the United States,
tracing their fundamental contradic-
tion in (1) their adherence to Stal-
inism and (2) unyielding rejection
of the theories and practices of the
Communist. Party in the United
States. The new magazine, Spark,
issued by the PR group in the Bronx,
and NCP Reports, published by the
National = Committee for Publica-
tions, both call for the organization
of a new “Marxist” party on the
ground that the CP has “left the
road of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin.”

What do these¢ groups and their
colleagues have in ‘mind? They as-
sert that in contrast with “socialist”
Russia and the Communist parties
of other countries, the American CP
is an opportunist, class-collabora-
tionist, anti-Marxist party, dedicat-
ed to the cause of betraying the
working class. In their specific eriti-
cisms of the native Stalinists they
re-echo many things that we have
written for almost two decades.
Presently they are appalled by what
they seem to regard as complete
principled degeneration in contrast
to periods when the opportunism
was merely “tactical.”

EXCEPTIONALIST THEORY
NOT A TENABLE ONE

They charge the “new” leadership
of the CP (new only by virtue of the

- elimination of Browder, for his most

intimate collaborators remain) with
betraying the cause'of socialism in
general and the day-to-day interests
of the working class. In this, say the
oppositionists, the American CP dif-
fers fundamentally from the other
Communist parties. If we grant for
a moment what is not true, namely,
that the CP in this country is differ-
ent from the Stalinist parties of
other countries, what is the cause of
this difference? Why is the CP here
different from the CP in France or
Italy?‘Reading the explanations of
the various opposition groups, you
can only conclude that there is some-
thmg distinetly poisonous about the
air, or water, or food in this coun-
try. For they make no other expla-
nation. Actually what they have
done is to adopt a position for which
one used to attack the old Lovestone
group, namely: American excep-
tionalism.

In our articles we have stated that
no explanation of the degeneration of
the American CP.is possible without
understanding its roots in the degen-
eration of the Russian Revolution and
the triumph of Stalinist revisionism.
The intense struggle in the Russian
Communist Party on the question of
bureaucratism after Lenin's death
only foreshadowed the deep theoreti-
cal conflict which followed and pro-
duced the nationalist degeneration of
the Revolution and the whole Com-
munist International which came un-
der the control of the Stalinized Rus-
sian CP. From then on, the degener-
ation developed progressively until
the whole Comintern became a GPU
instrument and the Communist parties
were iransformed into nationalist or-
ganizations—but with a difference.

They became nationalist parties
not in the capltahst sense, i.e., they

did not support their respective ma-
tional ruling  classes, except insofar
as it was necessary to strengthen
Russian foreign policy. They became
Russian nationalists! Before the
Second World War broke outy Trot-
sky expressed the opinion that the
war might witness the .collapse of
the Gommunist parties::the world
over because we would sge them be-
tray 'Stalin and join the-€amps - of
their respective ruling elasses. This
did not occur except,-as’we have
said, to the.extent that their support
to the warring governments coineid-
ed with Russian interests. :

TRACING THE ROOTS
OF DEGENERATION

In directing the attention of the
CP oppositionists to the origin of
the degeneration of their party, we
asked them to look into the prevail-
ing theory of their whole movement:
the theory of socialism it one coun-
try. If these groups consider that
the most important task before them
is the revival of Marxist theory they
must begin first with principled con-
ceptions of Marxism and that means
to reject first of all the above anti-
Marxist theory. This theory had one
decisive influence on the Stalinist
movement above all others: it caused
the national degeneration of a world
party, a degeneration rooted in a
theoretical departure from Marxism.
What followed was not merely a de-
viation from Marxist theory, but the
practical transformation of a revo-

lutionary international into a coun-.

ter-revolutionary, nationalist, anti-
working class world police organiza-
tion serving one interest: the Stal-
inist regime in Russia.

Do" the CP oppositionists really
believe that the American Stalinist
Party has supported, supports now,
or will support in the future the
capitalist class in this country
against Russia? Apparently! And it
is this whi¢h disorients them com-
pletely. They have attacked the CP
for making deals with the govern-
ment during the war, selling out to
the bosses in the factories, retreat-
ing before the demands of the labor
bureaucracy, and in general com-
porting itself not as a revolutionary
but as an opportunist party. They
cited how the party led the fight for
the no-strike pledge, incentive pay,
held back strike struggles, ete., and
while justifying it in the immediate
past on the grounds of the needs of
a great War of Liberation, they de-
nounce ‘the manifestations of these
policies in the post-war period be--
cause ‘“the Soviet Union is 'endan-
gered,” Thus, whether they realize
it or not, the oppositionists are them-
selves merely another expression of
the same nationalist degeneration
which afllicts the whole Stalinist
movement. They differ with the CP
only in that they wish a more mili-
tant poliey in the defense of Stalin’s
Russia than they believe the CP is
actually carrying out.

So, we have asked them, what is
the difference between the policies of

a Foster, and a Pollitt in Great Brit- -

"ain, a Thorez or Duclos’in France, and
a Togliatti in ltaly. Have they not
also played the game of capitalist
politics with even greater acumen

and enthusiasm than their less compe-

tent American comrades. It is, as a
matter of fact, not even o matter of

competence, because Stalinism has
had the effect of levelling the abili-
ties and  intelligence of 'its world
leaders. No, the apparent superiority
of the European parties arises out of
particular European conditions, great-
er experience and above all, greater
numbers.

But, the CP oppositionists should
remember, ‘the degenelalmn of the,
American Stalinist movement—if it
is possible to speak of any degrees
of differences among Stalinist par-
ties—has not reached the full bloom
of some of the European organiza-
tions because they have not shared
state power. Is the American degen-
eration greater or less than the
French CP which is part of the gov-
ernment and helps sustain a dying
French capitalism? Or the Italian
CP which continues to support the
decrepit clerical government in Italy
and only yesterday voted for making
the Cathohc Ghurch the official state

church to be supported with govern-
ment funds? Have not the European
parties held back the working class
from taking power? Have they not
time and again followed identical
policies with deadly uniformity?

Every “new line” adopted by Stal-
in and his totalitarian gang is re-
flected in every Communist Party in
the world automatically. And the
GPU agents which run the various
parties’ are there to see to it that
there is no deviation from the world
policy and no betrayal of Stalinist

Russian interests. Here again, do the-

CP oppositionists really believe that
Stalin’s “representatives”
what they call the degeneration of
the CP here, its betrayal of Russia’s
interests?

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS
OF STALINIST POLICY

Then, beginning with more recent
days, it is necessary to remember:
The Russian policy of collective
security which called for a bloc of
Russia and the democratic imperial-
ists was reflected in the uniform

propaganda and activity for it by .

every CP in the world:
The Hitler-Stalin Pact, which made

50 Cents Buys
Six Month Sub

to LABOR ACTION

permitted |

possible the beginning of the Second
World War in September, 1939, and
which resulted in the first partition of
Poland between Hitler and Stalin, sur-
prised every CP equally. But with the
same unanimity of: thought, they all
responded at once and on the same
day to support of this imperialist
alliance,

“The post Hitler-Stalin pact period
found every CP in ths” world de-
nouncing, not Hifler's role in the
war, but the democratic imperialists,
U. 8., Great Britain and France, and
logically, Roosevelt; Churchill ' and
Daladier.

When Hitler double-crossed Stalin
and invaded Russia the CPs were
just as stunned as Stalin, but with
the same speed of reaction as the
Russian Stalinists, the CPs suddenly
became partisans of the democratic
imperialists and Roosevelt, Chur-

chill, and now de Gaulle, together:
with Stalin, became great “benefac-*

tors of mankind.”

The war years found all the Stalinist
parties loyal and efficient supporters
of their respective capialist war ma-
chines. The quilt of Browder is not
that he invented a new policy, but
that in his stupid naivete he took for
good coin the Russian propaganda
and stretched it beyond the point of
Stalin's requirements. Having gone
out on the limb too far, he was no
longer useful in the post-war period
of Russian policy. But Browder is not
entirely discarded—he is' still useful
and may be even more useful in the
days ahead.

In the post-war period, every CP
as though one, became more “mili-
tant” and aggressive, reflecting
again the increasing tension which
exists between the two main impe-
rialist rivals in the world today, the
United States and Russia.

+ CAN'T PROGRESS WITHOUT

BREAK FROM STALINISM

Within this whole period of about
ten years, Stalinist policy the world
over was, from the point of view of
Marxism, opportunist, class collabo-
rationist, anti-working eclass, coun-
ter-revolutionary. The task the op-
positionists have before them, if
they believe they are correct, is to
determine in what fundamental way

the American CP differed in all
these stages from other CPs, and
more important, from the basic ori-
entation, and the policies it pro-
duced, of Stalin’s Russia. Better yet,
compare the diplomacy of Stalin’s
Russia with the invigorating, hope-
ful, 'socialist internationalism of
Lenin and Trotsky’s foreign policy.
Onece you do that, you wlll begin to

'56¢ tHat what‘is‘wrong in‘the ‘Coms= -

munist movement today has itg roots
not in Washington, New York, Lon-
don, Paris or Rome, but in Moscow,

in the Kremlin, in the Politburo of .

Stalin’s bureaucratic party. And if
you cry about the lack of democracy
in' the American CP, the bureau-
cratization, the leader-worship, the
deadly, unthinking, automatic adop-
tion and revisions of policy, in what
important way is that different from
the CPs elsewhere? Or from Stalin?
Quoting Stalin’s writings in the
#20’s ‘is paeor sporf. Better go to his
writings and speeches in the late
’30’s and ’40’s.

- While the growth of public oppoii-
tion to the CP is a good sign, it is not
nearly enough. The present epposition
Is still based on Stalinist theory and
practice. It is not a clean break with
an unheclfhy totalitarian iideoclogy; it
is still an attempt to square a purely
traditional adherence to the most
generalized concept of socialism and
the class struggle, with its antithesis.
For that reason the movément of the
oppositionists is doomed unless they
break fundamentally with everything
that is Stalinist.

Hard as it will be for these long-
time members of the CP who have
absorbed too much of Stalinist the-
ory and its reactionary tradition,
they will make not the slightest pro-
gress until they strike at the roots
of the evil: Stalinism and its na-
tionalist doctrine. They will make no
progress and will most certainly be
smashed on the political rocks unless
they give up their utterly false and
disorienting belief that Russia is a
socialist state-to be defended at all
costs. For in that belief they are as
guilty of nationalist degeneration as
the .CP. And that is what makes
their differences with the official,
recognized Stalinist party .merely
petty.

TO: Pandit Nehru .
New Delhi, India

Madras, India

WP Protests Arrest
Of Indian Trotskyists

The cablegram below was sent this week by the Workers Party
to Nehru, head of the Indian interim government, and to the leader
of the Madras Congress government This protest is based: upon the
arrest, previously reported in LABOR ACTION, of a group of Madras
labor leaders, members of the Bolshevik- Lemmst Party of India. As
yet, no reply has been received, nor has there been any report of the
release from imprisonment of these Indian Trotskyists. :

Vice-President, Interim Government

agnd President, Madras Congress Ministery

PROTEST ARREST MADRAS UNION LEADER PILLAIL, DE
'SILVA, MUTTIAH OTHER TROTSKYISTS. URGE THEIR IM-
MEDIATE RELEASE AND GRANTING DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO LABOR IN NAME OF INDIA INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT,

WORKERS PARTY.

:.'-. .\.'.-\.."i.-f.‘-i
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