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By EMANUEL GARRETT

In a move that may become stand-
ard policy for all CIO;unions, the
‘Steel . Workers:: Union, ‘through its

president, Philip Murray, last week '
. announced that:it' would hit back at

the Taft-Hartley anti-labor law by
ignoring the NLRB in contract ne-

. gotiations with the employers. The

United Electrical and Radio Work-
ers Union has already announced a
similar policy. So have the furniture
workers.

Regardless of the motives that ani-
mated Murray or his methods in seek-
ing agreément with steel company

‘- executives on ‘this policy, the maove is

a commendable one, and undoubtediy"
represents the sentiment of the union
rank;and file for a head on repudia-
tion of government‘restrictions on the
labor meovement, In the concrete, it
amounts to o defiance of the govern-
ment. Though the anti-labor bill
passed by Congress does not make
NRLB consultation mandatory, unions
‘are denled various alleged "benefits"
under the law, such as the union shop.
unless certified by the NLRB. If the
policy is to mean anything at all, it
means that the unions will refuse to
submit to the provisions of the law,
and compel respect of union demands
and standing in direct contest with
the employers.

Whether Philip Murray sees it
that way or not, the decision to by-
pass the NLRB is a tacit admission
that the NLRB is NOT an independ-*
ent institution, an impartial third

\

_ party standing between worker and

boss. The NRLB is a government in-
stitution. In the past, it has been
necessary for unions to resort to the
NLRB for a variety of reasons, and
it-may be necessary to do so again.
However, it.is important to recog-
nize that it is not an impartial ingti-
tution, despite this or that incidental
décision, but a government body, and
therefore essentially an instrument

; of the employers. It is our opinion

that when a worker looks upon the
NLRB he does not look apon it as
separate from the rest of the gov-

ernment, but ds part of that govern-

BUFFALO—Bu}raio labor is steadily

‘moving in the direction of indepen-

dent ‘politicgl action. This unmistak-
able trend is confirmed by a number
of events that have occurred within

.the past two months.

First, the CIO, Colncil, heretofore
dominated exclusively by the Stalin-
ists, passed a resolution calling for
the ‘formation of a National Labor
Party; to' be based on the trade un-
ions. While this resolution, as a docu-
ment, lacked a good deal of the anal-
ysis which the issue demands, and
while.the Council membership as a
whole may not have been, at the mo-

.ment, crystal clear on the various
' aspects of the problem, it is neverthe-

less significant that such a resolution
did pass, despite-the protestations of
Hug‘h Thompson, CIO regional direc-
torj and the leading Stalinist lights in
the Council.

The second phase of this action by
progressive forces within the Coun-
eil was unwittingly sparked by
Thompson immediately after the pas-
sage of the Taft-Hartley Bill when he
released a statement to the press con-
demning the National Association of
Manufacturers and the Republican
Party for the passage of the Dill (and
other anti-labor legislation)-—neglect-
ing to mention the role and record of
the Democratic Party:in these mat-
ters.

This serious, obvious and nem-acci-
dental omission was the principal
subject of the Council meeting that
followed, when a number of dele-
gates, spearheaded by UAW militants,
proceeded to cast much-needed light
on the Republican- Democrat mar-
riage as reg&rds the Taft-Hartley Bill
and additional anti-working class leg-
islation. Despite a defense that bor-
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By-Pass NLRB

In Negoﬂaﬂons

ment. In this he is completcly right!

The' steel and electrical workers’
decisions, however, raise a series of
questions:' As a prmwise of militant
defiance of ‘the law, it is’' good, and
should be dupllcated everywhere.
But, there is more to thé given law
than the NLRB, There is the attor-
ney general who is' charged with
certain responmbﬂlt;es under the
law.: There is the whole apparatus
of the capitalist government which
must be dealt with. Truman, for ex-
ample, has declared that it is his
duty, despite the veto, to uphold the
execution of the act, and it is. He is
the executive head of the govern-
ment. This government is not a peo-
ple’s government; it is a capitalist
government, and Truman' is part of
it. He is not a representative of the
people or of labor, but of capitalism.

«Thus, Murray’s decision on the
NLRB raises the question of what
attitude the steel union will take to-
ward the government as a whole in
its operation of the law, There have
been announcements by both the CIO
and AFL that the law would be con-
tested by every possible legal action.
But:.there has not yet been a declara-
tion. of policy, translating .the deci-
sion on the NLRB into a general
policy of DEFIANCE.

While it is eminently correct in the
circumstances to by-pass the NLRB, it
is IMPOSSIBLE to ignore the govern-
ment. The government is everywhere.
It is sheer Gompersism to pretend
that labor can ignore the government
and- settle its affairs amicably with
mcnugemanh

If the steel company executwes
find it to their interest to agree to
pmceduw which skirts certain pro-
visions of the Taft—Hartlcy law, it
nevertheless remains true that the
act itself is designed in their inter--
est, will be used by them as they rieed
it. Militant massed union power . is
the fundamental way to deal with
management; and it is as necessary
that it be applied on the political
front as oh the wage front. It makes
no sense to ignore the NLRB, and
then vote for Democrats or Re-

(Continued on page 4)

La!mr Party Senﬂmeht
‘Mounting in Buffalo

dered on vicious character-smearing,
Thompson was driven to the wall
and pinned there securely by the ar-
guments of the militant delegates.
After a bit of blue-penciling, for the
purpose of saving Thompson’s face,
the delegates reaffirmed the fact that
the Democratic Party was ‘equally
guilty, with the NAM and the Re-
publicans, of the preparation, sup-
port and passage of the Taft-Hartley
Bill,

In the various exchanges that oc-

‘curred during the Council debate it

was heartening ‘to note the attitude

of many delegates who previously ,

had not indicated a clear Labor Pars
ty sentiment. They were quick t0
call Thompson into line when his
statement began to stray from the
political subject at hand. Their re-
action to the two expressed tenden-
cies was, most 'certainly, an indica=
tion of ‘what may be expected when
more heretofore untapped rank ‘and
file sentiment is given the opportu-
nity to make itsé¢lf heard.

Lastly, although there have not as
vet been any “open, full-scale rebel-
lions, it is a fact that each ' passing
day sees more former American La-
bor Party supporf‘ers and ghthusi-
asts 'visibly cooling to the line and
prospects of that party. Since the
ALP, as before, continues to endorse
Democratic @nd -Republican hacks
under the ALP banner, these former
followers, now faced with the con-
clusions drawn from Congressional
actifh on labor, price conirol and
hotise legislation, have liftle sympa-~
thy for such a policy and the do-noth-
ing tendency it represents. Whereas

the pendulum of class-collaboration-'

ist politl_cs was once swung predom-
inantly in favor of the Démocrats,
the ALP rank and fil¢ sees foday the
spectacle of ALP endorsement in the
city of Lackawanna (an industrial,
steel town in the fullest sense ‘of the

“term) of the full slate of Republi-

cans running for city office, This
backswing of the pendulum cannot,
certainly, satisfy the . political mood
of the majority of independent ALP
members. The refusal of the ALP to
strike out in an independent course
cannot help but alienate even more

- workers in the coming months,

This pressure for the Independent
principally,
with several UAW locals and can be
made even more effective with the
immediate formation of a ecity-wide
Independent Labor Parly caucus-
committee. ¢

- -

V o o . N
UAW-FE Merger
Threé articles on the A'ddes—Sté-

linist plan appear on page 4 of thi§
issue of LABOR ACTION
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Tenant Prote

st Rises

Against Rent Robbery!

The Fight Has Just Begun!

The first effects of the “rent control” act passed by Con-
gress are now being felt throughout the country. Tenants are
feeling the pressures of landlords who are trying to utilize the

What to Do,
Not to Do
About Rent

REMEMBER THESE FACTS
IN RENT SITUATION:

1) You don’t have to sign a
lease providing for a rent in-
{1 crease. The new law says plainly
that the lease can be signed only
as .a voluntary agreement be-
‘tween landlord and tenant. If you
don’t sign such a lease, your rent
‘ean’t be raised. "

2) You can't be evicted if you
refuse to sign a lease. The law
provides that rents are not de-
controlled until Maich 31; 1948.
In New York State, rent control is’
extended _until _June 30, 1948.
There are strong pess!bilmos ‘of
rent control: e}!easlnn, at least ill
some states, beyond that date., '

3) The landlord can’t eut serv-
ices if you refuse to sign the
lease. If he does you can go to the
Jocal area rent office and demand
a cut in rent.

4) If -evietiop papers, are
served on you for any reason, you
have the right to demand a jury
trial. Even if such a trial goes
against you, you can be granted
a six-month' stay of eviction.

5) Most important of all, organ- Y
ize tenant groups te fight against
rent increases, against evictions
and for defense of tenant rights.
Contact unions to help ycu in your
ﬁqh'l.

.

Mine Unqon Wins Record Wage Gair

Force Northern Operators to Sign Con'l'rac'l' Negating Major Clauses of Taﬂ-HarHey Act

The Umted Mine Workers Union

this; week thumbed its nose at the
Taf‘t Hartley Act, signing a pact with

the Northern coal operators and the,
steel-owned “captive” mine§ which
provides for the greatest raise in the
history of the miners’ union and in
effect deprives the operators of the
right to seek reprisals against “wild-
cat” strikes under the provisions of
the anti-labor law. With about 60
per cent of the industry’s tonnage
covered in the new contract, South-
ern operators who still refuse to
yield to the terms of the union are
expected to give in or face a con-
tinued shut-down of their mines.
According to the new contract, the
‘miners will get a wage rgise of ap-
proximately 45 cents an hour, giving

them a hasic daily wage of $13.05 for

an eight-hour day. Included are an
hour of travel time and a half hour
paid lunch period. *

,Other provisions include: incorpo-
ratmn of the federal mine safety
code, with some minor changes, in
place of stateicodes; $100 in vacation
payments to all miners who have
been employed for a year; transfer-
ence of the $25,000,000 government-
union welfare fund to a joint oper-
ator - union welfare and retirement
fund, governed by John L. Lewis for
the mihers, Ezra Van Horn of the
Northern operators and Thomas E.
Murray, impartial member. Operators
will. contribute 10 cents a ton to the
fund.’

Active- negotiations were begun
during the ten-day vacation period of
the miners which had been preceded
by a -Strike which spread rapidly
thapu;h the mine fields against pass-
age -of . the Tafi-Hartley Act. Steel
: a;gouqﬂvm for reasons of - their own,

were anxious to sign the contract to
prevent a strike after the wvacation
period, and the rest of the Northern

* coal industry fo!lowed sult At one

point, negotiations almost broke
down over the demand. of the miners
that specific provisions be incorpo-
rated in the contract to setile “all
questions” growing out of UMW
strikes through the collective bar-
gaining machine of the new contract.
It is this proyision which is held to
freé the miners, by concession of the
operators, from the app!ioatmn of the
Taft-Hartley Aect.

Irfasmuch as one of the principal
intents of the Congress labor-haters
was to strap the miners, the contract
is of enormous significance, both in

-terms of the law and in terms of the

new wage scale. It is a demonstra-
tion -of what labor can do if it re-
fuses to knuckle under. However, it
remains to be seen how John L.
Lewis and others of the union lead-
ers will push the fight.

The mine workers represent a sec-
fion of the labor movement which’
has often given courage and inspira-
tion to the whole of labor. However,
their victory, gained in particular
circumstances which cannot be easily
duplicated elsewhere, is not  yet
equivalent to a triumph over the law
for the whole labor movement. More-
over, while they compelled the op-
erators to-agree to sign away recourse

to certain provisions of the act, the.

act remains on the books, and there
is more to it than the imposition of
penalties for “wildcat” strikes, The
miners have thus circumvented part
of the Taft-Hartley Act, but the act
is still there to be used against labor

‘" and against the miners, There are
- other aspr.cts involved, such as the

specific mature of the negotiations'
and a price use in coal and steel, on
which we shall comment in a subse-
guent issue of LABOR ACTION.
Lewis used the otcasion of the
signing of the pact to denounce, Taft
and the Republican Party. Charging
that “the Republican Party in Con-
gress sold out to industry and finance
for cash contributions to ‘the last
Congressional campaign,” Lewis add-
ed,” “One thing about the present
Republican Congressmen—they stay
bought.” While that is strong talk,

'1t is shot through with the kind of '
- ertors ‘for which “labor has- already

paid dearly. The Republican Party
AND the Democratic Party were

* bought by industry and finance from

their inception. ALL Congressmen,
not merely the present ones, stay
bought in the sense that they belopg
to a party of industry and finance.
Liewis also refused to comment on
Dewey, who has not said a word on
the Taft-Hartley Act, as though there
were a difference between Dewey
and Taft. This bodes ill for labor.

new law for what it was intended—as a means of jacking up
rents and of beginning a series of evictions.

But the worst situation has hit thousands of people who live
in hotels as permanent guests. Since the new law completely de~
controlled hotel rents, the hotel owners went on a wild spree.
In some instances, rents were raised .as high as 400 per cent, as
in Philadelphia; in other instances, as much as 100 per cent, as in
cities all over the couniry. In New York City, the Housing Expe-
ditor's office reported hotel rents jacked up from $60 a menth to

$150. In Colorado, a case was
reported of a worker hqving
his monthly rent rmsed to @
sum higher than *his monthly
pay. e L

 So avaricious have the hotel
landlords proved themselves that in
order to placate the rising popular
discontent on this matter, some mu-.
nicipal and state officials have ln~
troduced or prepared le;isla.tion to
reinstitute legislation for rent con-
trol on hotels, In New York City
such a bill has been introduced, even
though it has sérious loopholes, one
,of them being a provision that con-
trols are continued only on those ho-
tel guests who have lived in them
since April 1, 1947, while new hotel
guests can still be ch&rgfg any
amont, y i

In many places, especially’ New
York City, wide tenant actions have
been instituted against rent increases
and' tenants, are organizing ‘to refuse
en masse to agree to lncresses. In-
stances of landlords t6ying to coerce -
tenants into signing leases with 15
per cent increases have -been report-
ed, but the wide publicity given to
tenants’ rights has prevented such
actions from being prevalent. This
situation was truly one of mass ‘dis-

content preventing an outrageous
steal from being perpetratbd. The
rapid action, for instance, of 'New
York City officials in reinstituting
rent controls on hotels was a direct
response to mass sentiment as well
as a political move made with an eye
on the coming elections.

But the gredtest danger 'remains
that of mass evictions. Thus far not
tao many such instances have been
reported, for the landlords have' de-
cided to lay, low for a.while until,
they hope, the storm blows over. The
law contains a wide-open loophole
which permits evictions in cases
where landlords want to make “al-
terations.”

‘What is more, the procéss of evic-
tion is now made easier for the land-
lord. He no longer has to gd to the
Housmg Expeditor; he can take his
case directly to court with the knowl-
edge that judges are notoriously
:-f;'iendly to wealth and big business.:

That means that tenants, while
they should try to utilize every pos-
sible legal provision, cannot depend
on them alone. They jnust organize
their tenants’ committees; give the
widest publicity to any attempt to
evict tenants for any reason what-
ever. Picket lines must be established
around offices of real estate corpora-
tions which plan eviction procedures.
The mass might of the tenants, or-
ganized into their own commitiees
and working hand in. hand with the
labor unions, is the way ‘to prevent
rent increases and evictions.
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Ship Smke in Third Week

Buck Huge Bethlehem Ouiﬁ‘l’ Negohahons Continue at Todd Shlpyards

NEW YORK — As the nation-wide
strike of one hundred thousand ship-
yard workers enters its third week,
the Industrial Union of Marine and
Shipbuilding Workers of America-
CIO have the major yards shut down
effectively.

The strike, starting when the
workers of Bethlehem Steel, the na-
tion’s largest shipbuilding company,
“pulled the pin” on June 25, Hhas
spread down the ,Atlantic Coast to
the Gulf ports and out to the union’s
Local 9 in San Pedro, Calif.

The walkout started when the
shipbuilding and repairing outfils
throughout the country, through their
associations, decided to take advan-
tage of the current slump in the
industry to cut the ground out from

under the union and attempt to re-

turn their employees to the wages -
and conditions that' they - ‘had in 1837,

Bethlehem led the way when in

‘response'fo the demand for- a new

contract to' cover-the workers-in their
eight vards they replied. with coun-

ter-proposals that: contained no wage
‘increase, the almost entire. elimina--
tion of the-seniorily provisions of.

the contract and a general demand
that the union relax the conditions
under which men could be classified.
Faced with this arrogant attitude,
the national negotiators reported to
the membership, who showed their
determination to fight by authorizing
the Policy Committee to call a strike
as soon as possible.

The actual walkout occurred: in
the Bethlehem yards in conjunction
with the passage of the Taft-Hart-
ley bill. The national president of the
umon. John Green, defied the law

© 4nd ékpressed the union’s determina-
tion-to chaHenge the ‘validity of the

-

TR 1 . 5
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act. Later reports, which have not
been_confirmed, state that Green has
appealed to President Truman to use
his powers under this bill to qelze the
yards. <

The union's tlema.nds, scaled down
from a demand for 28 cents an hour,
retroactive to January 1, 1947, con-

sist of a wage increase. of 13 cents an -

hour, six paid holidays a year, three
weeks' vacation after twenty years
of service and the retention of the
seniority and wvacation._protection af-
forded in the old contract.

In the New York Port area, all ma-
jor yards, with the exception of the
yards in Hoboken, N. J., and Brook-
lyn operated by the giant Todd Cor-
poration, are shut down with ships
still raised on their drydocks and
berthed . at .their piers. The ~Todd
workers, members of Locals 15 and
. (Continued on page 2)
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By B. LOWELL

The current nation-wide stmke of
close to one hundred thousand ship-

"~ yard. workers is the net result of a

five-year policy of union reliance on
a.joint agreement with thé govern-

‘ment and the shipbuilders to stabil-

Aze tconditions in the shipbuilding
and ship-repair industry.

This policy, based on the behet
that the government the biggest cus-
would bring pressnre on the oper-
ators of this dindusiry , to- ‘stabilize
wages and conditions, i5 notable only
jnr its failures, since the end. of the
war brought a declihe in the amouni
of ships built and repaired in this

g country.

Another and more comphcated as-
pec'.t of the problem facing the men
in this industry is what can be done
with an industry that is in a state
of decline,

MAKE COMMITMENTS

In 1938-39 large steel and -banking
L£concerns,, speculatmg on the possibil-
ity of war, entered the repair and
construction fields. With employment
swelling in this mdustry, the newly-
.organized Industrial Umon of Ma-
rine and Shipbuilding Workers of
America, CIO, built its membership
up to-close to 400,000 at the peak of
the war.

. Under the leadership of ' John
Green, national president of the
TUMSWA, the union entered into a
tri-partite agreement with the gov-
ernment and the companies engaged
vin thls work. An administrative body
was set up with representatives from

the three groups. This body was

known as the Shipbuilding Stabiliza-
tion Commission. An important sec-
tion- of this agreement provides that
there we,uld be an-annual review of
tl;e weges paid .in the industry with
adjustments to be made relating to

g PRESS MANAGER'S
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the general wage SCdlES paid Ior
comparable work.

America’s entry into the war and
the subsequent restrictions placed on

the workers of the country in the

nature of wage and job freezing, and
the imposition of the Little. Steel for-
mula, put a temporary barrier in the
way .of the wage review and it was’
abandoned for the war’s duration.

Progressive forces within the un-
ion,. aware of the aid that the gov-
ernment was giving this industry -in
keeping wages from rising, demanded
that the union renounce-the stabili-
zation agreement,and, relying on the
strength of :the union, strike out for
‘better conditions and wages and a
general strengthening of thelnnion.
Though this proposition met with the
approval of large sections of the
rank and file, it was easily defeated
through a coalition of the adminis-
tration forces and the Stalinists, with
whom . they worked closely.

At the close of the war, the com-
panies. that participated on the Sta-
bilization Committee showed signs of
a desire to withdraw from the coip-
mitments they -had made but the

wave of strikes throughout thé coun-

try and the fact that it was still
highly profitable for them t{o con-
tinue , o -operate the yards caused
them to ‘retreat from this position.
Thus they paid the 18 cent increase
that was general throughout the

_cm.mtlr,‘,?.1 At that they took advantage '

of the timidity of the union leader-
ship and. their obvious desire to avoid
a sHowdown by depriving the men
of some retroactive pay and adjust-
ments that the union had demanded.

CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS

The termination of this phase, and
the signing of contracts, assured the
operators of continued and unin-

" terrupted production until the early

and middle parts of 1947 when most
of these contracis expired. The Beth-

'-I‘HE EOI.IR-PAGER—IT'S QTII.L A §WEI.I. I’APER'

ﬂ‘has is ‘the fourth issue-of the four-pager Though we still prefer to
pnbllsh an gight-pager, we think the editorial department has done a darn
good job maintaining the high quality of LABOR ACTION. The Business
- and Editorial Departments have eooperated so that we now squeeze in more
copy .in, the four-pager than before. This is accomplished by cutting down
on the number and, more importantly, the size of all ourads, by havihg this

columns, ete., ete.

* eolumn appear only once per month, by using smaller type in the editorial

We don’t wani il;ts ,io. disnpuruge the advertisement of Worhers Party
branch activities or. meetings, but we will be forced to use smaller type and
give ﬂl.e ads Ie;s space. Plgn ads accordingly.

. Youwill agree with us that LABOR ACTION is still the best paper in

the interests of. labor. But we still must work harder and harder to expand -

its circulation and stabilize it financially so that we can once more expand.

INTO THE HANDS OF MORE READEIIS

. CHICAGO still leads the field in the number of copies sold every week
'Ihey sell' a regula.r bundle of 150 per week, besides extra copies at large

labor, gathei‘mgs

. ,At the AVC: :omrenhon In Mllwuukee i-llc Chlcuqo cmradn sold over 600
copies. At a ClIO Yeto Il,ally they sold over 200 copies, despite rain and a

smaljl crowd,

.

NEW YORK is also gettmg there At the AFL Veto Rally they sold 41‘3
copies.- At the CIO Veto Rally over 325, and at a Negro Freedom Rally
over 1'?5 Now they have been coverlng the shipyard strikers with free

copeis.

CLE?ELAND covered the ILGWU convention, but they haven’t sent in

a report on the exact number of copies sold.:

_SAN' FRANCISCO ™also -has ordered extra copies (tw1ce durmg‘ Lh\
month of June) for sales at union meetmgs.

.But we are falling far short of what is easily posmhle in g‘ettmg regular
readers for LABOR ACTION—subseribers.

We publish the number of subs that have come in during the éntire
month: of June, 1947, Only 110. During our worst months we were able to
get from 50 to 75 subs a week. Now we barely get that many during an
entire month. Our LABOR ACTION friends, and especially our comrades
of the Workers Party branches, are just falling down on the Jﬂb

. Sub getting must- be woven into all- of our activities. Every member of
ﬂu Werkers Porty should be able +o get one sub per month. LABOR ACTION
agents should, make that the goal to strive for. Let's see if we .can't get back
to. our. regular number of 60 subs per week or 200 per month apd from there

lets' climb to the gogal of 500 per month,

The following subscrlptlons were received during the mont‘h of June:

AKRON . 21

~ NEW YORK 21
/ NEWARK -. T T L TP e A S M oyl 19
. . PHILADELPHIA I O O T . 14
Chieago ........ ; i 9
Los Angeles 8
Detroit ......... b
Cleveland ........cooevercerveirnnanns 4
Morgantuwn W. Va. 3
San Francisco ... SRR P 2
‘Streator, Il ; 1
Miscellaneous iiviccinoreieressssssesessssens B a9
POPAL; svvmsidevssiimimntinta i isn N e 110

NAME coisicisivvivssvansissinasainsnss

INTRODUGTQRY OFFER TO

“ LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square, Long Island CIiy I,N. Y.

Please enter my subscription to LABOR ACTION as follows:

[0 6 month subseription (26 issués) for 50e. 3
o1 year subseription (62 issues), together with pamphlet
“Plenty For AlL” to be malled to me, for $1.00.

(Pleese 1)1'1:1!:)H

A;idress S VLN OSSPSR PSS (oS

\ v
i ; ‘ .-..Ztme........ Stﬂt&...................

s

.and Brooklyn.

lehem Steel Company contract .cov-
ering the workers in eight yards of
this company expired on June 23 of
this year and this date was lpoked
forward to by all concerned as the
decisivé period when the union
would be challenged by the entire
_‘mdustry The industry looked #o°
Bethlehem, as the largest Bhlpbuﬂd-
ing  and repair concern, to lead the
fight against'the IUMSWA. An early
indication of the attitude that would
be taken by these companies was
their sabotage of the annual wage re-
view meeting that was to be held in
January .of - this year.

The. rules regulaﬁng this review
provide that a querum consisting of
a number of representatives from the
government, the union and the com-
panies participating be present at
this review. The industry represent-
atives, indicating that they neo longer
felt the need of keeping the union
peaceful, simply refused to aitend
the review, leaving the representa-
tives of the IUMSWA and the gov-
ernment twiddling their thumbs. The
union demanded that the govern-
ment, take steps to- force the indus-
try members to atiend but the gov-
erhment, consistently playing the
company’s game, did nothing.

When contract negotiations opened
late in April it became immediately
apparent that the companies were
determined to take advantage of the
situation to seriously weaken, if not
break, the union. They refused to
.make any wage offer and made such
other proposals concerning senior-
ity, vacations and union security that
assured their rejection by the union.
“The membership with quiet but sol-
id determmatmn voted to strike and
on Juné 25 Bethlehem workers hit
_the bricks. They were followed
shortly thereafter by the workers in
most of the small yards, leaving only
the Todd Shipyards still at work.
The Todd contract expires on July
23 and the evident strategy is to
continue negotiations with this com-
pany counting on a break in the
solid front of the shipbuilders.

ROLE OF STALINISTS

The timidity of the national lead-
ers'hip of the IUMSWA, based on
their evaluation of the shipbuilding
industry as being one that was in
decline, was in large measure re-
sponsible for the failure o strengthen

f

the union during the war when the~

industry was a vital one. This fail-
ure, however, flowed logically from
‘their support of the war and their
subordination, in alliance with the
Stalinists, of the needs of the work-
ers in the industry to a program of
bond selling, flag waving and boast-
ing of their faithful adherence to the
no-strike:. pledge. :

The Stalinists flocked into - trhls in- '
dustry. at. the beginning of the war
and on:the basis of -the -similarity of
'their line with that of the Green

gram Need

‘forces quickly allied themselves with
Green and Philip Van Gelder, the
national secretary-treasurer. This al-
liance, barely tolerated by the forces
around national Vice-President John
Grogan,. rapidly became, not an alli-
- ance, but, the retention of leadership
:by Green and company with the suf-
ferance of the: Stalinists. The Stalin-
ists, as the real leaders of the union,
made no change in policy. ‘except a
more reactionary emphasis on the
no-strike pledge and an arrogant dis-
regard for the welfare of the mem-
bership. This helped Green, Grogan
and their followers to organmize an
' opposition:to.the Stalinists with such
effectiveness that at the close of the
war they were able to destroy the
Stalinist machine in all but a few iso-
lated local unions,

WHAT' CAN BE DONE? . _

Even theé successful termination: of
the current strike will leave hover-
ing over the heads of shipyard work-
ers-the specter of early .unemploy-
ment. Since the end of the war it
has become apparent that for a mul-
titude of reasons the shipbuilding in-
dustry is dying a lingering death.
What can the workers in this indus-
try do to preserve their jobs in the
face of the implied threat-of the own-
ers of the indusiry to abandon it for
more profitable fields?

The leadership of the IUMSWA
has formulated a program that de-
pends on the government to inaugu-
“rate a program of shipbuilding. It
will become more and more obvious
to the workers in this industry that
whether or not this policy is put into
effect will not be decided vn the ba-
sis of their welfare, but on the basis
of how\profitable. it will be to, the
capitalist groups- concerned. It 'would
be utterly ridiculous to believe that
a decision will be arrived at on the
basis of "Save the Industry” unless
the saving of this industry meets the
long or short term needs of the capi-
talist class that rules the country. -

In place of reliance on the capital-
ist government, it is necessary for
the rank and file of the industrial
unign to ~formulate their own pro-
gran‘i ‘to:save their jobs and assure
thmselves a livelihood. THIS CAN

BE DONE ONLY BY NATIONAL-

IZATION OF THE SHIPBUILDING
INDUSTRY.

It can be argaed and correct!y,
that nationalization wunder: the same
government that-eooperates with the
present. operators.,of .the . indusiry
can be little better than the present
situation. = The perspective of the
‘membership of the TUMSWA must be
the nationalization of this industry
UNDER THEIR CONTROL. For con-
trol BY ‘THE WORKERS whose des-
tiny is wrapped up. in the well-being
‘of the industry would at least assure
that their welfare would come FIRST
and ‘would not be subordinated to
Bethlehem's desire for big profits.

Al

By E. R, McKINNEY

1

considered a major offense in the
If the offense is minor, such as

fore they go into a “white”
preserve ‘“white supremacy”

cops and white “lawbreakers.”

Savannah Appoints
Nine Negro Cops

The clty of Savannah in the iynching state of Gem-gla, had ap-
_pointed nine Negroes to its police department. These are the first
T'Négro cops in the state of Georgia, says the news report. These Negro
“officers” will be members of the department but they will not be really
full-fledged policemen.*They: will patrol the Negro section of course.
That was to be expected. But they will not have full authority even
in the Negro section. For instance, if 'a white man is committing an
offense in the Negro section, the Negro cops are not to arrest him
unless the white man has committed a major crime. We suppose |
something like murder or arson. We take it that rape -will not be

to call the wagon and let white cops make the arrest. They 'will hold
the offenders and turn them over to the white cops when they arrive.
It is not reported who will: appear in court against the white offenders.
The Negro policemen-are not to appear in the business section of
Savannah 'in uniform. That is, théy must take off their uniforms be-
section. This is the way they attempt to
in Georgla No mixing at any point;
that is, no above-board and publlc mixing, not even between Negro

- We suppose that this should be considered an advance for democ-
| racy in Georgia. The clybbing of Negroes is not to be the sole monopoly
‘ o:t' white policemen; Negroes will now be permitted.to get in on the act.

y

Negro section.
a misdemeanor, the Negro cops are

A

Bethlehem ank i

({Contmued from page 1)

39 of'the Industrlal Union, continue
to. work under the terms of their
contract, which has been extended
to July 23. Negotiations at these
yards are ctontinuing |and the fitst
break in the united froht of the ship-
yard operators on the wage question
has apparently been made in these
conferences, Though the unipn qumk-
ly rejected the offer, it was consid-
ered significant when this. corpora-
tion offered eight cents afh hour and
agreed to give three weeks' vacation
to the twenty-year employees.

. At this peint it seems impossible
to break the strike as the men on the
lines appear determined te stick out
the fight. Other waterfront unions,
such as the National Maritime Union-
CIO and the Seafarers International
Union and Sailors Unjon of the Pa-
cific, both AFL affiliates, and. the
tow- hoat workers, also AFL, have
expressed their willmgne?s to help
by refusmg to handle “hot ships.”

The government, the most impor-
tant of the shipyards’ customers has
once again indicated its support of
the large corporations as against the
interests of the workers of this in-
dustry. Through its participation on
the Shipbuilding Stabilization Com-
mittee, which the employers sabo-
taged, and its agencies such as the
Maritime Commission, it'is possible
for the government to bring pressure
on the big shots of this industry _.to
settle the strike. However, it is tak-

ing a ands-off attitude.
As this is writlen, the office of

'

‘Charles Leone, reglonal director: of
the IUMSWA for the Port of New
York, reports that negotiations are
still continuing with the Todd Cor-
poration but that no further: wage
offers hayve been made. It also reports
that - the Bethlehem representatives
are. meeting with ' government con-
ciliators and’ President Green.

STRIKE CALLED. OFF
AT PHILADELPHIA
EDDYSTONE WORKS
PHILADELPHIA—The strike threat
at the Eddystone works of the Bald-
win group, reported in last week's
LABOR ACTION, has.been called off.
The existing contracts are being ex-
tentled on a day-to-day basis while
negotiations continue.

Faced with the threatened strike,
the company boosted its~wage offer
from 715 cents to 10% cents over-all
cash increase. It also withdrew .its
demand for mass recoding and down-
grading. This demand i‘na.d_be_en large-

"1y responsible for goading the uhion
to set a stnke date.

Except for the efﬁce local, 2344
the wage cuts and down-grading
equalled a ch_ellenge to strike. In the
office local, some were in favor: of
taking the cuts rather than. strike.
Everywhere, though, there was. the
feeling that the strike would 'be a
terrible financial drain. i

Calls on UAW
To Lead-Rent
Fight in Detroit

By MIRIAM EVANS

DETROIT, “June: 30 —. Neither the
UAW Housing Commission headed by
R. J. Thomas nor the Wayne County
CIO Council has OHered any leader-
ship in the Detroit “area in the fight

against the onslaught on labor's liv- -

ing standard contained in the new
rent control law. The crucial months
of waiting: for a rent control law
have moved neither ‘the Tenants
Councils, organized by the Wayne
County CIO Council, nor the flying
squads in the Detroit area toward
any effective strugg]e agamst the
landlords

Last year, with' the prospect-u‘l’ a
15 per cent rent increase, the union
was up in arms protesting: real rent
control, no 15 per cent increase, This
year the union has retreated. 'On
June 30, the day before the new' law

is supposed to go into effect, there

is' no official policy of the union in
this .area .on 'the new law. ‘And ru-
mor has it that the Housing Commiis-
sion ‘and the Wayne 'County CIO
Council -are not going to oppose the
law vigorously.

The two groups ‘are posing the
problem as a choice ‘between no rént
control or a 15 per cent increase. No
one disputes the fact that a 15 per
cent increase is not a 100 per eent in-
erease (at least formally; in practice
it may be). But the UAW and the
CIO have gone on record in favor of
rent: contrel and- against- fent’ in-
creases. The Wayne County  CIO
Couneil organized tenants'  couneils
on the basis of being for rent con-
trol. They know {full well that the
Tdnants Councils and the UAW loeals
are in a much better position to fight
rent increases today than they will
be in December, 1948, after paying
a 15 per.cent inerease for 18 months.
Thirty-two thousand seven hundred
and -forty workers 'in Detroit have
been laid off for one to two weeks.
A further cut is not welcome.

The landlords are wlllmg to nibble
15 per cent at a time. if they know
that eventually they will get'
greater and greater share of the

" workers’ wage.

~The Wayne County CIO Counc:[

and the UAW Housing Commission .

must present a program of action to
fight the renf increase, The slogan of
the IO, “Hold That Rent Line,” must
be implemented. Mass meetings of
the Tenants’ Councils throughout De-
troit should be called to plan action.
The Flying Squads and- the Tendnts’
Councils should coordinate their
work. The. two must urge the lead-
ership of the union to fight ANY in-
crease” and to fight the signmf of
rem-ralsmg leases,

The UAW-CIO is the only' hope in
this city for waging an effective fight
against the law and the landlords
who - made the law.: Without ‘the
leadership, financial aid and power
of the union, tenants will be forced
to pay any‘and every-kind of rent
increase,

Engllsh Qognrqde

AF & 2=

On Labor Party

Dear Comrade:

-I read with interest your report on

the: British Labor. Party conference-

in the June 9 issue of LABOR AC-
TION. In almost every respect I can
substantiate your analysis from
close quarters. On one particularly
important poinf, however, 1 may be
able to correct an impression easily
formed when not in a position to
examine the situatiom at first hand.

I refer! to the paragraph in heavy
print where you say: ‘“There is here
an. excellent opportunity for revolu-
tionary socialists to direct this dis-
sent along genuine socialist, as

\

against -reactionary Stalinist lines.”
You then go on to'say it would seem
advantageous:. for - revelutionaries to
function inside the Labor Party.-You
further emphasize this by the closing
sentence of your article. You can be
assured that the posmbllmes existing
or hkely to develop: afe not over-
looked and are,the subject of much

discussion in the RCP, the only rev-"

! olutionary tendency .in’Britain. How-

ever, an examination of the position
inside the LP AT THE 'PRESENT
TIME does not give such a msy pic-
ture. o

The LP is really an election ma-
chine ahd the membership, including
that added . since the election, is to
a great extent dues paying but quite
inactive. The wards and divisions
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show clearly the difficult ‘and {mpre-
ductive milieu in which revolution-
aries. would have to work, Meetings
are very small, mainly tilné-worn
functionarfes and elderly members
most unreceplive to left ideas; and
the youth, surely the 'main object of
our attention, is almost totally. miss-
ing: We would rapidly feel the weight
of the LP bureaucrats on entering in
the present lull before there is real
activization among the rank and file.
The trade union field is quite dif-
ferent and offers :great possibilities,
but until the situation in Britain de-
teriorates and the workers’ tremen-
dous faith in the Labor Government
is shaken, |entry into the LP would
waste our limited f.orces w1th little
L‘ompensatlon

Comaadely,
R. L. Jenkins, England

Has New Name
For T-H Bill

Editor:

I call it the GRAFT-HEARTLESS
Bl . ; A
Ivan Colitz, Chicago.

Wun"l’s Eree Fa’fes
On N_Y Subways

Edltor

Acion Tahe the

people drvop their slug in when they
LEAVE the subways instead of when
they enter them. Then at least thgy
would know what they were paying
for, that is, the opportunity of get-
ting out and breathing fresh air
ag'\m

Now, secondly, it seems t/o me that
since 1894, when the first subway
was laid in New York, and of course
before—yes, way before (you can see
the plaque, commemorating the lay-
ing of the first subway at-the Bat-
“tery station on the IRT—if you bring
a blow torch=it's a little dusty
down there).,The most, monstrous,
insulting, chutzpadige fraud has been
and is being perpetrated on the work-
ing man when he is not only not
paid for his' “pleasure” ride to work,
but.has to pay a half a buck, some-
times a buck, a week for that “prwl-
lege.

Figure it out—average an hour~ one
way from Brooklyn, Queens, Staten
Island—who will ever speak of the
Bronx?—means two hours a day—
means 10 or 12 hours (inclyding Sat-
urdays) a week. Let us say 10 hours.
If a man works a‘40-hour week, he
is actually giving 50 hours. Ten stolen
ours every week,
work' time' spent in the subway—
without pay. . '
~ And thirdly, T have a practical
program to solve the subway prob-
-lem. When I first heard some years

- ago that the city had taken over the

Something in this morning’s New
York, Times (July 2) sort of aggra-
vates me and I am taking this eppor-
tunity of expressing my opinion.
This is' the headline on page one:
“EIGHT-CENT FARE ON SUBWAY
URGED BY O'DWYER ADVISERS
TO END DEFICIT OF - $27,000,000—
MIXED REACTIONS EXPRESSED
ON FARE RISE PROPOSAL HERE
—One Opinion Is That Mayoer's
Group Has Not Gone Far Enough—
" Another Sees the Transit Pmblem
Solved.”

Might one venture a third-_opjnion?

Well, to begin with—it has always
seemed to me the most K monstrous
arrogance to haye those damin turn-
stiles -at. the entrance to a station.
It. woyld, be very siniple to just turn
the damn . things -around and have

subways and that now WE owned
them, I jumped for joy. Now, I said,
when we visit Uncle Hymie in Ja-
maica it won’t cdst us, 15, cents each
way (that's' $1.50 round trip for us,
believe it or not). Well, what do you
think? The city said, hell no—no
transfers—no nothing. Well, that sort
of made me angry but it did lead to
these instrucfive thoughts. We own

the subways — why shouldn’t the'

subways be FREE? We own the
parks, the beaches, the libraries, the
schools, museums. They're free—
why not the subways? Why not? Is
it because the real estate owners
own the city?

+ I have the one, the only way to
help reduce the subway “deficit.”” (I'll
bet the city hqspitals don’t make a
proﬁt,,- elther.

one-fourth of the

start raising the pricé of penicillin),
How many ticket agents are'there,
2,500? 5,000?7 Somewhere in between?
No miatter. Let the people in free
and you save ten million bucks in
salaries. Not *ONE of these people
need be fired. There is a shortage of
help in hospitals; sehools, sanitation,
playgrounds, parks—special training
courses could be given where neces-
sary.. Sell the turnstiles for- junk.
You won't realize'much from that but
it'll be very satisfying. ‘

I suggest the slogan of “Free Fare
on Our Own Subways” for your pa-
pel during the next period.

Yours truly,
N. Ackerman.

Editor's Note:

Wé want our readers to Write to us.
WE URGE THEM TO WRITE! And
we will try to publish as much as is
possible. However, we must ask that
letters be kept to minimum size, not

- exceeding 200 words, and preferably

closer to 100 words. If letters are’ too
long, we will either have to cut them
for publication or return them to
the sender. Please write, and please
keep the letter brief!

o

By Leon Trotsky:

Living Thoughis of Karl. . ..
Marx ... vy $1.50
Stalin (a blographyl ... 5.00

Cash_ with orders—We pay postage
Send for our complete list!
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Subway Tare

As it does periodically under the pressure of
the real estate and other business mterests, the
New York subway fare sissue has risen again.
This time it is proposed by Mayor O’Dwyer,
“labor’s friend,” that the fare be raised from
five cents to olght cents, or two rides for fifteen
cents. The propbsition is now before the Board of

- Estimate for consideration.

O'Dwyer had further proposed that the issue
be submitted to referendum in November and that
an educational campaign be conducted by the city
to influence the working people into gouging
themselves by voting tax relief for the real
estate interests._

For that is what it amounts to. Subway fare
represents a substantial part of every worker’s
income. Adding to the subway fare means taking
that much more out of the worker’s pay erwelope
With subway riders paying more, the way is open
to reducing tax levies on property. Thus, fandlord
associations and banks have been campaigning
for. decades. to force a fare rise..

It is true that the subways operate at a loss.
The loss does not derive principaily from operating
costs, but is, in large measure, the result of inter-
est payments on bonds which eat deeply into rev-
enues. These bond payments -represent a scdnda-
{ous steal practiced year in and year out, ever since
the first subway was built. It has been estimated
that the bondholders have been repaid, at a ‘mini-
mum, several times the original cost of their ‘in-
vestment. It is a lucrative racket, for which the

-+~ subway riders pay.

A ‘bold and vigorous 'approach, based ‘on the
interests'of the subway riders, would oonsequently
settle the etérnal transit fare problem in a jiffy.
The bonds could be repudiated as having been
paid back in a multiple robbery. Of course, that
would not be exactly cricket according to the
most sacred law of the land, the sanctity of pri-
vate property. (Private property in this case be-
ing the bank stranglehold on what is after all
public property, namely the subways.) The nice-
ties of “free enterprise” are of little eeficern ‘to
us, as they should be to all workers. However,

¢, inasmuch as the city administration is naturally

- going to be more squeamish than 'we in stich
matters, we suggest there are other ways of deal-
ing with the bond situatipn, amortization or any
legal device that the Corporation Counsel’s ofﬁee
can dream up.

Rest assured that they could find a way if they
wanted to. And they don’t want to. When you get
down to bedrock, it becomes a case of the people’s
interest versus the interest of the. profiteers.
O'Dwyer will not be outdone by anyone in his de-
votion to the fundamentals of capitalist enter-
prise, despite all the “friend of labor” maneuvers
his advisers tell him is good campaign strategy.
The problem therefore comes down to the subway
riders. Many, a good many of these subway riders
are union men and women, and the problem of
the subway fare is clearly a job for the unions
to handle in vigorous action, as well as for con-
sumer organizations.

“. Twe. principal courses are _op'eu 1o the pegplo_
of New York City: militantly demanding that the
bond steal be“ended once and for all; or failing

_ that, or with that, ‘militantly demanding that real
estate taxes be RAISED to meet deficits, whether
‘incurred through operation or indebtedness. Just
that: RAISED. Subways have raised real estate
values in an infinitely greater proportion than real
estate taxes. Subways are a'vital public service.
They ought to be puid for by steeper faxes on those.
who can best afford to pay them and profit most
from them.

This latest proposal, as so often in the past,
is timed to counteract a wage demand by the
transport workers union. The people of New York
City ought ‘to refuse to have anything to do with
this deception ealculated to make it seem as
though the transit workers are responsible for
the rise. (Note how cutely the schemes of Mayor
o’ Dwyer and Transit Commissioner Gross, with
whom he has been feuding in the public press,
dovetdil when it comes down to brass tacks. The
Mayor pats the transit workers on the back, nets
a considerable support' among the working people
of the city who are behind the transit workers,
and then neatly stabs these same working people
in the back.) If the issue comes to referendum, or
if there is any attempt to impose the rise without
referendum, it is up to the people of the city to
answer with a resounding NO! (Posteript: It is
necessary that we add a word on this point. In
the Junte 23 issue of the CIO News, official paper .
of the”CIO, there is a little story on an inside.

page about the fare rise,”which the CIO News .

opposes. The story observes that “Mayor O’'Dwyer,
also an opponent of the fare increase, has ex-
pressed a desire for a November referendum on
the question.” This is pure, unadulterated fakery.
More simply, it is a shameful pay-off to a “friend
of labor” who began his administration by de-
‘claring martial law against the tug-boat strikers.
Mayor O’Dwyer is NOT an opponent of the in-
crease. The latest proposals for an increase, re-
peated at intervals over the last few months, have
come FROM Mayor O'Dwyer.)

Sometimes we get tired of lengthy and detailed
economic analyses, proving to the hilt what every-
one already knows. We're sure our readers feel
the same way about it. For instance; 81l the de-
tailed articles about the houslng situation, even
some of those we've printed in LABOR ACTION.
They’re necessary of course, but still. ...

- Let’s put the matter in its most basic form.
Here’s ‘a situation where millions of people are
without housing. That’s one of the reasons for the
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cufrent.rent steal. There is no evidence that suf-
ficient housing is or will be built in thé coming
period. Private housing construction, for what-
ever the reasons, is not doing the job—and the
houses that private contractors are building are
obviously .at too high a rate for most people.

An interesting- questlon Arises:

Why doesn’t the government step in, set up a

gigantic housing program on'a low rental basis;
run the housing projects itself so that ]andlord
profit may be eliminated and rents be kept Tower;
and breéak all material bottlenecks that exist, as
they were broken during the war?
" The job was done for tanks and planes .and
ammunition. When the government dominated in-
dustry then, nohody cachiled anything about “131‘1
vate enterprlse

IF THAT COULD BE DONE FOR TANKS
AND GUNS, WHY NOT FOR HOUSES?

Or are houses less important than tanks and
guns?

Let’s put it this way. Capltalmt society, in
which we live, is more interested in producing
weapons of destruction than in providing decent
places for people to live. That isn’t merely our
opinion. It is a fact'which anyone can prove to
himself merely by comparing the record of the
government during the war on armament produe-
ien and its record after the war on housing.

" And there is no mbre damning contrast on the
rottenness of capitalist society.

Indonesia

From the time that it became apparent that
‘the Japaneso would lose the war in the Pacific,
the Dutch rulers of Indonesia, who had either
been prisoners of the Japanese or had fled the
colony which they ruthlessly ruled for so many
years, have returned for the purpose of reestab-
lishing -their pre-war control éver the island. But
they came back to an island with a powerful in-
dependence ‘movement which had gained impetus
in-the war and which had advanced their struggle
for freedom when the Japanese, as a last gesture
in defeat, practically turned the islands over to
the -native republican organizations,

 The: Indonesians set up their provisional gov-
ernment and proclaimed the independence of their
land. But it did not take very long before the
imperialists returned to assert “their
rights.” Certainly, the Dutch did not have the
power to’ return by themselves. For this ‘they
needed and received the aid of British and-Ameri-
can imperialism—ifrom ‘the formler, thé aid wis
in nién and weapons; from the latter money and
‘materials. A sharp war broke ont between the
Indonesians and Dutch imperialism which has not
ended to this day. The Dutch, while granting a
measure of autonomy to Indonesia, still demanded
Netherlands sdvereignty over the land and its
immense natural wealth. The temporary “peaceful
agreements” have npt yet materialized as the na-
tives observe atteipts of the Dutch to maintain
a stranglehold ‘on their land and its people in the
interests“of ‘Dutch profits.

“The latest flareup is over the demand of the
Dufch for a joint "gendarmerie to police Republi-

' tan dreds:" Thig is the typical imperialist insult to

a colenidl ‘people :But it is' far more fhian an
“insuft." The demand: for & "joint yendarmerie™ is
an’integral-part of imperialist policy and ‘coritains
‘within it the greatest threat to genulne Indones:un
independence.

Imperialism ruleg the colonial world ‘th¥ough
force. The maintenance of a. “joint gendarmerie”
means that the Dutch imperialists hold on to ene
of the strongest weapons imaginable in defense
of their profit interests. Give the Dutch this
weapon ‘and the Indonesians will have a stiff bar-
rier to overcome in creating the conditions neces-
sary for the freedom and d?velopment of their
nation. \

The immedloio and almost Iusilngﬁve reaction
of the Indonesians has been ¢ oppose the demand
of their Dutch oppressors. Naturally, "the reply of
othe Indonesian Republic cannot be -accepted by the
Dutch government as it agrees only parfly with the
points contained in the Dutch note of May 27." The
Dutch understand what the npposiﬂon to their de-
mand for the joint police means..

If the Indonesians are to have_thelr mdep_en-
dence with no strings attached, they will have to
fight to the bitter end against ‘this “clever” im-
perialist device of maintaining 'a stranglehold on
the colony. The working ‘class of the world should
-vot hesitate for a moment in giving its dompléete
support to the Indonesians, and expressing this
solidarity in firm, material ways. '

IWO, STALINIST FRONT,
PENSIONS MAX BEDACHT |

Max Bedacht, one time national secretary of
the Communist Party in the U. S. and up'to June
14 general secretary of the International Workers
Order, was removed from that office at its con-
vention held on the above date. Placed on a pen-
sion by the IWO, this marks the end of Bedacht’s
career as a leading Stalinist functionary.

The reason for his removal, according to FPred-
erick Woltman, the New York Telegram’s expert
on- Stalinist affairs who assembles the dafa gath-
ered by a group of informers, is that Bedacht
opposed the divisiori” of the TWO into language
and racial groups, charging that this was' a policy
of segregation. We cannot venture an opinion as
to whether ‘this is true or not; all that is certain
is that Bedacht is no longer head of this Stalinist
mass org'amxatlon Neither the Daily Worker nor
the TWO have as’ yet commented on this matter.

Bedacht wag: formerly a member ‘of the Cen-
tral Committee of ‘Stalinist Party and one of the
leading Lovestonites in thé organization. He' dnce
entered into an agreement with Jay Lovestone
when the latter was leader of the party, to enpi-
neer a split of the CP. Lovestone went to Moscow
to defend his leadership from imminent removal.
Bedacht lost his courage before Lovestone re-
tarned to the U. 8. The agreement had included®
taking over the party property, bank aceounts
and reserves. This would have had no fundamen-
tal effect on the Stalinist Party in this country,
bit it would have created a great deal more ¢on-
fusion than did arise when the group, supported
by seventy to eighty per cent of the party mem-
bership, was removed from the leadership of the

; party by Moscow.

It has been a long time since Bedacht was a
member of the leading circles.of the CP and we
dare say his removal-from his present post will
go unnoticed in'an organization which -operates
in:'a completely totalitarian manner with a mem-
bership -that has been trained in th15 kind of
atmosphere.
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By IRVING HOWE

What ave the consequence of the refusal of Stalinist

,Rusola to participate in the Marshall plan for Europesn

“economic reconstruction?”’ But first, why did Russia
refuse?

‘This latter is an interesting question and 'it would
‘be rash to jump to definitive conclusions. The Russians
obviously had a difficult choice to make. That they need
the financial help which the U. S. ig proferring to Eu-
rope, is obvious. Russia, desplte the shroud of 511ence
which ‘hides the facts, is*jn a
situation: her 1946 harvest was poor, below that of
1945; her production goals in 1946 were not met, as for
mstance in the -case of agricultural machinery which
reached only 79 per cent (accordmg tq the oﬁtmol re-
port!) of the goal. As Raymond Daniel writes in The
New York Times of July 6, 1947, “Russia is faced with
cconomic problems as acute as Bmtam s. Her people ure
hungry, il-housed and ili-clad. .She -needs -help from
America as much as any navion in Eurepe.)” Why then
did she refuse?

. The Russians understood that if the Marshall plan
were snecessful it might result, in the following conse-
quences, all of them disastrous to the Stalinist leglme
(1) A revival of German industry, especially in the
Ruhr, under Anglo-American control; (2) a weaning
away of some of the east-European satellite states
greedy for the American dollars; (3) a total reorgani-
zation of Europe under U. 8. domination in which,
since the U. S. provided the money, Russia would have

to. play second fiddle; (4) a limited, impermanent but

still important rev1tal)zatlon of west European economy
which could- be used as a buffer against the Stalinist
régime; and finally (5) a tremendous rise in the pres-
tige of the U. S. among the people of Europe.

The_se possible consequences—which may be summed
up in a word: the strengthening .of the position of U. 8.
imperialism in Europe and the resultant weakening of

Russian imperialism—must have seemed so disastrous ’
to the Kremlin that it decided to forego ‘the advantages .

of the U. 8. dollar and to retrench its régime of terror.

IS EUROPE IRREVOCABLY SPLIT?

"Does this, however, mean that Europe is irrevocably
split and that, as many commentators have declared, the
era of “cooperation” between east and west is at an
end? Well, that depends on what you mean by split and
cooperation. In a fundamental sense, Europe has al-
ways been split between rival imperialist bloes; since
the fall'of Germany, between Anglo-American imperial-

ism and Russian imperialism. This split existed even

during the haleyon days when Russia and the U, S.
‘were proclaiming their everlasting friendship; only
then'it was suboerrar),ean and potential, Now the poten-
tial has been actualized: the split is open. But still there
rethains a measure of cooperation; otherwise all of
Europe would be thrown ‘intoscomplete turmoil.

And the thances are that there will yet be dozens of
conferences at which statesmen will "view with alarm,”
and columnists see the "final bredk.” Such a final break,
given the continued existence of capitalism and \Sfallnlsm.
is irrevocable, but it is not Ukely for the immediate fu-
iure. noiiher side wants or Ils qble fo rush into an imme-
some measuré of cooperation. U. S. and Russian imperial-
isms will cooperate if o no other eénd than the untinued
suppression of the European worlﬂng class.

However, the question remains: what will be the
consequences in the coming period of the refusal of
Russia to participate? A few answers may be suggested.

1) The “western bloc” of capitalist powers which
already exists in fact will be consolidated formally. One
of the first results of that consolidation can already be
seen: the retﬁoval of the Stalinist parties from the cabi-
nets of France and Italy. The French, squeezed in by
both sides and fearful of their po“erful Stalinist move-

ment, tried to play a middle-of-the-road role but have '

‘now been forced to ahgn themselves with Anglo-Amer-
ican imperialism; there is no force but the U, S. which
can prop up its shaky economy, A number of other coun-
tries, including perhaps the Seandinavian nations, will
be fotced into a more rigid allgnment with the Western
bloe.

2) The most severe internal struggles may be expected
in both Italy nd France where the powerful Stalinist

a most difficult economic .

@
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-movements, in control of ‘the major labor, federations,
will do. gll| they can'to embarrgss. and needie the pro-
U, 5. governments. Nonetheless, we beliéve that the Stal-
inists in-France and ltaly will strictly rein in their opposi-
tion; they will do their best not to let it get out of their
control, Though they. will be ready to utilize the vast dis-
content of the masses against the bourgeois governments,

“the Stalinists in France and ltaly will not aftempt to es-

tablish a government of their own—even if they could.

For the Kremlin understands quite well that an attempt

to seize power in France means not only a civil war with
the still;present French bourgeoisie (let it be remembered

that, the Stalinists have nowhere succeeded in taking

power without the direct aill .of the Russign armyl; but

means ever more the likelihood of war; within a short

period of time. The Anglo-American bloc can tolerate a

loss of whatever flimsy position it had in Hungary; but it

will fight for France. The Stalinists lmow ﬂus—and they

dopn't want to: ﬁghf yet.

. 3) A partlal ecoriomic rehabilitation” of Germany is
now ingvitable. All of the French objections to the re-
building 'of the Ruhr will be 1gnomd As the New York
Times comments editorjally:

" “Mdny problems face the forthecoming confermce,
but the central one is Germany. That war-wrecked land,
with m 65,000,000 peo'ple was before the war the key to
-Europe’s econonty. Potentially it still'is.”

Any - reorganization of* the European economy—no
mattery how partial, skinny and ‘transient—must begin
with a rebuilding of German industrial production. And
apparently part of the' Marshall plan is based on an
acceptance of this premlse The British-U."S. oceupa-
tlon authorities have in fact just announced an increase
‘of German steel. production, to 12 million tons, still
half of Germany’s previous capdcity but quite a Jump
over the level which the' occupation previously eqtab-
lished, Germany, then, will be rebuilt, and under the
control of Ang‘lo American 1mperlahsm

4) What of the _ea,s{: European countries under the
thumb of the Kremlin? They are in a difficult position:
American dollars seem so entrancing, but the Russian

ayonet looms over their lands. Yet Czee‘hoslovakla has '
asked to attend the forthcoming conference as an
observer ‘and Poland may do the same, The satellite
powers ‘which, like Czechoslovakia, retain a modicum
of mdependenee—lf only by comparison with Bulgaria
and .Y—ugosl-aviaﬁ—are .sorely tempted.

POSSIBLE STIIATEGY OF KREMLIN

_'As Maurice Hindus writes in The New York Hela.l(l
Tribune of July 5, 1947: “Czechoslovakia’s economy is
in urgent need of western markets, western raw mate-
rials and western financial eredits. She has eredit now
only with Britain, Canadd and Argentina. Trade alli-

ances and other ties with her eastern Slavic neighbors .

are strong, but none of .those countries has foreign

‘eredit, cash markets or any quanttty of exportable

poods,”

. There’s the rub. But thero is still another posmbll-
ity: the Kremlin may have- dellberat-ely consented to
allow one of two of its satellites to participate in, the
conference and perhaps in the plan. Whatever advan-
tages accrued to the satelhbe would eventually drift to
the Kremlin, without Stalin having to take responsi-
bility for participation in the plan.

Wil the plan ”succoed 2’ That depends on what you
mean bj succoed. It w1ll not succeed in aholishing mis-
ery in Europe, or any of the other destructive human
consequences, of capitalist society. It will not prevent
the trend to war. Those are not its aims. But within cer-
tain narrow limits it may—if there is sufficient QQordl-
nation and skill put mto it—egive some sort of economie
impetus- to Europe' it may stir some increase in pro-
duction; it may brmg about some economic order out
of the present chaos,

But above all it will "succee:l" in cuglsolidujmg Am;r-
ican positions in Europe. it will mark the definitive entry
of the U. S. as the dominant power of European capital-
ism. And it will be a major factor in the preparations for
the atomic war between Anglo-American and Stalinist
imperialisms which, if there is no socialist revolution to
sweep aside this old rubbish, will reduce western civiliza-
tion to total destruction.

WP Asks Spec;al Legrslature
Sessnon to Enact Penn. FEPC

Below we present the second of a
series of three articles by the Phila-
delphia organizer of the Workers
Party on the reasons for the defeat
of Pennsylvania’s FEPC, and the
behind-the-scenes maneuvers that
did it.

W \®

By JACK BRAD

"PHILADELPHIA—The State *Leg-
islature has killed FEPC. Under the
rules, FEPC cannot be brought up
again for two years How was'a bill
which had the backing of 500,000
Negroes, the more than one million

members of the AFL and CIO, the -

Jewish people and their organiza-
tions—how could such a bill be de-
feated? Seldom has any simple piece
/of legislation had behind it such
wide support. FEPC was clear‘iy
“the will of thepeople.”

‘The Workers Party does not agree
that FEPC must remain dead for the
next two years. The Workers Party
.puts ‘forward a program of dction
pointing’to the only means of forcing
a’ special session of the State Legis-
lature’ to enact FEPC into law. Mass
action of the working class dnd of
the ‘Negro and Jewish peoéple, can
force such o special session which has
the legal power to act.

The Workers Party urges the or-
ganization of mass demonstrations
and a March on Harrisburg, In
Philadelphia alone there are 310,000
Neégroes. Planned action must be
organized in this ¢ity and in other
citeis of the state to force enactment
of interim municipal FEPCs, which
immediately reduce the horrors of

racial hatred in job-getting in these

localities. |

WHY CAMPAIGN FAILED

© Only mhss action, under the lead-
ership of the Negro and laber organ-

BT

izations can get results. T'hat is the

*lesson of FEPC’s defeat gt Harris-

burg. Those who :were responsible
for the FE PC campaign organized it
in a way that was certain to fail.

First, they relied an Governor Duff

to do most of the pushing. He could
not because he was tied to the
Chamber of Commerce, controlled by
the Republican machine. Second,
they relied on “delegations to Har-
risburg,” visits by groups to indi-
vidual legislators. The visits of these
people have no weight at all as com-

pared with' a single telephone ecall -

from Joseph Pew or Grundy or any
big business man in the state. They
wasted their time and their organi-
zation’s money.

Third, there was reliance on the
five ‘Negro Republican legislators
from Philadelphia. ¥ was argued that
certainly they would fight' seriocusly
for a matter of such vital impotrance
to the Negro people. This toe proved
to be a fatal trap. The five Negro
legislators were continually subservi-
ent to their Républican bosses. At not
one single session’'did dny of them
step out of line' ¥o strike evén one
blow for the Negro people. They did
not introduce the FEPC 'bill until the
Democratic Party introduced the
Walker bill. Then, at the last moment,
while the other Tour’ represelllﬂ'l‘ives
remained arguing with "the House
leader, William ‘Upshur of - the - 30th

Ward, in desperation ' introduced
FEPC so that he need not support a
bill by a Democrat.

The worst and most,disg'usting be-
trayal was related in 'last week’s
LABOR ACTION.  Representatives
Smith, Mintiss, Thompson and Heén-
ry did absolutely’ nothmg ‘William
Upshur, ‘several days before the leg-
:slature s ad]ournment, again in des-
peration, called' hiz boss, Philadel-

-

A

'polzt:man from the

phia Republican 1eader Dave Harris,
to ask if it would be all right to dis-
eharge the bill from committee. - Har-
Tis was agamst it, so Upshur forgot
about it. ¢

BAKER'S LOBBYING

_ There is one other incident which
is revealing. This concerns Joseph
Baker, 'a leading . Negro Republican
Gérmantown
area. Baker ijs an employe in the
Department of Labor’s' Negro Re-
search and Planning division. This is
a Jim Crow’ hureau of the state.

Baker. ur.ied as Iobbylsf for the
Chamber of Commerce and the Re-
publican machine on FEPC. He urged

-

the same program that the Chamber

of Commerce put forward, namely,
elimination of all pumﬂ\re clauses
from the bill. George Elliott, execu-
tive secretary of the Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce, acted as
Baker's go-between, arranging meet-
ings for him with- various legislators.

The Philadelphia Tribune was cor-
rect in stating “‘so-called leaders are
attempting to ‘sell  their brethren
down the river’ while talking out
of both sides of their 'mouths on this
vital issue.”

‘I‘he conclusion i8 drawn for us by
the events themselves. Because a
man is & Negro is no guarantee that
he will fight for the needs and inter-
ests of the Negro people as a whole.
If 'he is part of the Republican or
Demiocratic machine, he is obedient
to his bosses, and their big eapitalist
interests. The color of his skin re-
mains black, but his eyes are cast
upward to obey the wishes of the
ruling class. He no longer knows or
reeogniies other Negroes unless they
travel in the same circle of sell-out |
artists as himself, This.is the mod-
ern Uncle Tom, "

S

A GRAVE THREAT
TO ITS ECONOMY

) L]

By GASTON BRUYERE
With the re—estgbhshment of post war econ-
omy, once ‘again’ the historic “conflict betWeen
cane-sugar and beet-sugar producers has néen
to the surface. The struggle ] between both' proahc-
ing groups is, in its very essence, one of the rﬁost.
typi¢al manifestationd of the permanent contra-
“diction of capitalist eoonomy, and at“the game
time it expressés the struggle for poht'leai pre-
dominance of this country s ruling class Uy

. The outward fuc! of the matter is as follows:
the U. S. Senate Bonking Sub-Comuiittee on Sigar
is duscussmg a substantial reduction of the Cuban
quofc. 1t is proposed to cut o lorge slice off the
basic quota which this_ country assigns to ‘the
growers of .Cuban sugar cane, for the sale of this
product in the V. S. market, and #o saerifice’ !’ho
people of both countries through this financial
game. The Americgns will be 'deprived of the full
conwnwhqn of a high- q.]qss product to whrgh their
needs are already conditioned, and the’ Cubans'will
suffer because their whole economic structure Is
based on sugar-growing.

i

j i
The penetration of U. S. finance cap:ta! has
framed Cuban economy in a purely colonial form.
All the most fertile lands have. Been turned- ‘over

to the cultivation of sugar-cand; the island’s econ- _

omy is shaped to the sole production of “sweet
gold” in its primary forms. Later on, the sugar,
as raw mateual, is taken over t.o the American
refineries in the U. S. A., and it is manufactured
in this country, thus leavmg the Cuban peopie, onr?
the outside edge of all the big proﬁts the cost of
elaboration, the taxes, the salaries, etc finally,
the refined sugar is sent back to the very people
who produced it and who then have to pay a high
price for it. In spite of the faet that the big profits
are snatched qut of the Cubans’ hands——’SO per
cent of the global cane-sugar production’ it | |Cuba
belongs to American companies—and that the
transportation of this merchandise is monopoﬁzed
by American shipping ﬁrms, and 'that the’ ‘mgve-
ment of Cuban sugar in all the markets of the -
world is managed by American importers, in spite
of all this, the Cubah people as a whole"are ‘forced,

due to the circumstances of ‘their smgle-proﬂuc»
tion system, to defend their position as the first
sugar~p10ducmg centre of the world. This. posi-
‘tion is absolutely vltal to Cuba’s economy. The
life of the Cuban people depends exclusively on
se’ll;_ngllthql,r sugar on{x large scale.,

PAUPERIZING THE WORKING PEOPLE

If the U S. Senate definitely approves a re-
duction of'the Cuban quota and brings it down to
the suggested 23 per cent of American home con-
sumption, .as seems to be the present, rlntent:on,
this. would mean violently limiting the Ciiban
peoples basic preduction and consequent!y ruin-
ing their economy and psauperizing the workmg
masses, who, although their only intervertion in
sugar profits comes in the form of very low sal-

.Aaries, get from the plantations their only means .

of subsistence. For this reason, the people of ‘the
U. S, A. must clearly be made to understand

. what_is the real meaning and consequénce’ of

limiting Cuban sugar imports, and the arbltrary
nature of the impending measure. -~ - ‘%

' For Cuba, with its deformed colonial oeonomy_
ddposdmg fundamentally on its sugdr oxporh., the
reduction of this quota in ‘the American uieﬁmf
signifies unemp!oymoaf and hunger which will affect .
70 per cent of the population. With #hls timifafion
of its production.and the resultant impoverishmént,
it' will not be able, as & consequence, to buy those
manufactured godds which it customarily imports
from the U. S. A./ a fact which will in Iurge measure
affect the U, S. weorkers.

In 1946, Cuban purchases from the U. S A,
grosSed the sum of $272,000,000 and' inelitded
the most varied aspects of Ameriean industrial
production. If the sugar quota is lowered, no such °
sales could be achieved; with its fundamental pro-
duction limited, Cuba w111 be forced into the posi-
tion of a subconsumer Such a measure can ohly .
contribute to increasing that ‘joblessness among
American workers which is already beginning to
beset the masses of this country,

MI.IS’I' RESIST IMPERIALIST POLICY

In the poliey of the U. 8. yuling classes today, \

‘two contradictionary and reactionary elements
are coming into play. One section wants to go
back to the protectionist stage, and the other—
with a more definite awareness. of their, historical
role in the mastery of the world—is in favor of
limitless free compeétition. Both these manifesta-
tions express different faces of the same imperial-
ist factor, and show their single identity, besides,
in the systematic struggle against democratic
rights and the economic and social conquosts of
the working masses throughout the world. -

- Consequently, the American working cldss” hus
a duty of solidarity and support foward the péo-
ples who are held in'serfdom by imperialism. The
struggle for the defense of economically énslaved
peoples becomes identical, in s full revolutlonary
magnitude, with their own struggle to free “thém-
selves from their national capialism. It is necessary
for us to show dctive roslstaneo +o bofh fucol e!
Iho imperialist proposnl. t ‘ :

*Cuba’s right—as a’ country placed uﬁder l‘ion-
.dage by the penetration of finance capital—to sell
its sugar on a big scale in the U. 8. market, in
some .measure protects the American workers
against’ joblessriess and impoverishinent, ‘and
breaks up the imperialists’ sifister ‘plang for mak-
ing the working masses of the whole world siib-
mit, through hunger, to condltlons of slave-labor.

THE 'srALmlsT\s_wAMg____ i
DAILY WORKER EXPOSES -
"RENEGADES" IN NMU :

The Daily Worker is featurmg' 4 new. series
of articles on'the situation in the National Mari-
time Union and its relation to the split-off grodp
of Stalinist “renegades” headed by William F.
Dunne and Sam Darey, two former CP leaders.

€ The articles, written by the Daily Workers’
labor expert and columnist, George Pegler Morris,
purport to be a “behind the scenes” story eof
Dunne’s influence on Curran and his fight to de-
stroy the Stalinist gang in the NMU. In another
issue of LABOR ACTION, we will review the
contents of this series and analyze for our readets
the meaning of this latest outburst by a gang of
" Stalinist vultures who prey on the labor movp~
ment.
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‘the Stalinist party

The referendum now being taken

to determine whether or not the

Farm Equipment Workers Union and
the United Automobile Workers are
to 'merge into one organization, is
just one more illustration of the cbr-
rupt and anti-working class role of
in. the Ilabor
movement. We are not. discussing
here the question of whether or not
the FE and the UAW should merge.

. That concrete question, the "Workers

Party is not competent to. judge, nor
is this question our primary concern.
We are ready to accept the “position
of those whose business it is to de-
cide questions of this sort in the
trade union movement: the rank and
file members of the two internation-

" als and their responsible elected of-

fieers.

From what we have learned of
the situation from reading the state-
ments issued by the unions we take
it that, there' is strong sentiment for
the merger of the two organizations.
When this has been.said, however,
there remains the all-important ques-
tion of how fhis merger was organ-
ized and planned' and what the spe-
cific proposal is for the merger of

the two unions.

It is here, on the merger proposal
ftself, that the Stalinists enter with
- their usual rule or ruin, control or
wreck, anti-working class procedure.

The Addes-Thomas majority in the

‘International Executive Board of the
UAW framed a propgsal which- is
something new in the history of the
UAW. The Addes-Thomas forcey are

- called the!*“left wing” by thoseiwho

still look upon the Communist (Sta-
linist) Party as a revolutionary par-
ty or who, for their own reasons, -
want to make it appear that this
genuinely totalitarian police party is
a revolutionary orgatdization. The.
Addes-Thomas group is the Stalinist
‘front in the UAW. This was revealed
as clear as day at the last national
convention of the UAW. The Addes-
Themas caucus was in complete
charge of and under the complete.
domination of the Stalinists at that
convention. While Addes was a little
more astute and clever in his oper-
ations,- Thomas was only a miserable
spectacle and an incompetent clown.
This association continued after the
convention, the Addes - Thomas - Sta-
linist group achieving a majority- in
the IEB of the UAW. They were out
to- continue the convention struggle
and “get Reéuther.” It must be point-
ed out that Reuther didn’t do much
immediately following the conven-
- tion and hasn't done much in the
months- since to counteract effective-
1y the Stalinist drive to take over

“ the international. The merger propo-

sal under discussion is the culmina-
tion of this design on the part of
the Stalinists.

What is this proposal? It is a most
brazen scheme on the part of the

Union Lines Drawn
In Contest Against |

CHICAGO — The question of the
merger of FE-UAW has reached a
terrific intensity, with most locals
yet to vote on the question. It is
yet too early to report on national
‘ trends. The majority of the UAW lo-
cals will meet to decide this gquestion
the week following the Fourth of
July holiday week-end. .

The lines have quickly been drawn.
There are few open minds on the
question among the active militants
of the union. The question of who
mobilizes the most for the local mem-
bership meetings often determines
elections in locals: where the various
forces are evenly divided.

The opposition to merger cannot
possibly be carried in a local unless
the opposition point of view is pre-
sented adequately, and the dangers
of this “bureaucratic and undemo-
cratic proposal” exposed. When it is’
noted that 11 regional directors have
their full-time staffs at work selling
the agreement, as against seven re-
gional directors, plus the top-heavy

' staffs of Addes, Thomas and Leonard

as against the staff of the GM,divi-
sion and Reuther’s personal staff, you
can see' that the eodds on a purely
mechanical percentage are against
those - who are campaigning for the
propoesal’s defeat.

There is no doubt that if this pro-

" posal had gone to a convention of the

UAW its defeat would have been as-
sured. Because the conventions of the
UAW have given a clear answer to
any proposal that.would strengthen
any bureaucratic hold over the ynion.
It suffices to point out the votes
every year on'the question of bien-
nial conventions, international board
members at large or on the salaries
of top officers. That is precisely, why
the Addes-Stalinist camp has pushed
this question into a local member-
ship meeting referendum, counting
on the summer months, the ability of
Stalinists and the load of Addes men
to shout unity to win for them.

DOCUMENTS 0OUT

The documents of the two sides on
the question are out to the member-
ship. The Addes group, feeling the
pressure of the rank and file, has at-
tempted to sooth the sores by inter-
pretations which are nowhere to be
found in the Addes Stalinist pro-
posal.

First, they say thai the proposal is
only an intetim one, one that has to
be approved by the convention. The
¢onvention is the highest body, efc.,
etc. They forget that nowhere in the
document is there such a word as in-
terim. On the contrary, the merger -
goes, into effect immediately after a
YES majority on. the referendum
wins “and the FE convention ap-
proves of the merger.

Bureaucratic Plan

Secondly, they eannot answer the
argument about the complete charge
given the FE director over the FE
division. Hence they introduced a
motion that this section be under-
stood to mean that the director and
all measures of implementation be,
under the direction and subject.to
the approval of the International

Eﬁard This is an interpretation anq

e is forced to ask, why didn’t they
include that idea in the proposal?

Third, the answer that the FE-
CIO only votes on the question of
the dlrector and its staff is frankly
a concession for their coming in.
Quite a concession: giving up a dem-
ocratic procedure of voting for offi-
cers for the return of a section whose
leadership has'a very viciohs past of
undemocratic, bureaucratic conduct;
. giving automatic leadership'in a sec-
tion of UAW to people who never
have respected democratic. unionism,
and conducted a war on all opposi-
tion elements in order to reign su-
preme over their international union,

It is nauseating to have to listen to

George F. Addes and all the Stalin-:

ists and the way they rave abent
this FE International Union. One
wonders, are they talking about somg
non-existing union or that bureau-
cratic clique in the FE that holds
elections for local officers on off-duty
days, bars candidates on. every con-
ceivable pretext because they have
the apparatus, and won't relinguish
it even in a small local? Are they
talking about a leadership that uses
every conceivable anti-union, mnon-
progressive argument when it organ-
izes plants in competition with other
unions?

For the Stalinists, it is easy to un-
derstand. The party’is in power and
everything that they do is okay. For
George F. Addes and Joe Mattson
and their ilk it shows to what an
extent opportunism will shove them
when they have to justify a policy.

REUTHER CAMPAIGN:'

The campaign of i the
forces has so far- been conducted on
a principled trade union basis. The
material printed so far has debated
the -issue. There ‘has been no overt
red-baiting. At the regional confer-
ence in Chicagd every speaker for
the “Yes” vote was a Stalinist, yet
not one speaker raised the question
of the Stalinist control of FE as an
arugment. As a matter of fact, the
ispeakers tried to 'get the argument
to enter the realm of the “Commu-
nist” question but were unsuccessful.

There is little time left. Every
UAW member must help defeat “this
undemocratic proposal. By attending
his local meeting ang voting “No”
he will help save the most demo-
crdtic and militant union in the CIO.
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THE STALINISTS ARE BEHIND THIS PARTICULAR SCHEME

UAW Control at Stake in

" By DAVID COOLIDGE

Stalinist party to assume control of
land domination over the UAW at its
next convention in November. To
say that it is a stheme for defeating
Reuther for president is ‘not neces-
sarily correct. The Stalinists have be-
fore, and will again if!it suits their
purposes, support an opponent for
office if they have the majority of
the Executive Board. It would -not
be surprising tHerefore for the Sta-
linists to support Reuther for re-
election in November, provided they
have control of the IEB and the ap-
paratus of the UAW. In this way
they would offer a sop to those who
are for Reuther and also escape the /
opposition which Murray/ might jn-
terject. ; )

We say again that what is at stake
here is the attempt of the Stalinist
party to assyme control bf the UAW
and domination over this union. That
is the meaning of the merger pro-
posal as framed by Addes and his
Stalinist mentors, with Thomas tag-
ging along hoping that somehow he
will get back into the president's
post in the union.

NATURE OF PROPOSAL

The merger proposal now being
voted on provides that:

1. An 'FE division be established
having jurisdiction over all workers
in the farm eguipment ‘industry. All
workers in this industry to be under
the jurisdiction of the FE division.
(This means that all farm equipment
workers now organized in the pres-
ent UAW would be transferred to the
FE division.)

2. Every, member of the present
FE would become “a member in good
standing of UAW:CIO as of the date

. that he became a member of the
FE-CIO.” When the merger takes
place and after his membership card
has been issued to him such present
FE member “shall be entitled to
all the benefits, privileges, services,
advantages and prerogatives of mem-
bership in UAW-CIO.” Not only this,
but: each FE member “and edch of
.the said locals, and all members
hereafter to be enrolled and all lo-
cals to be chartered, shall at once be
given, and shall have and, enjoy all
of the rights” of the present members
of the UAW.

3. There will be a dlrectnr of the
FE division “who shall have com-
plete charge...of the FE division.
'He shall sit in the IEB as FE repre-
sentative with “full right of voice but
without vote for the record.”

4. “The  present staff of FE-CIO
shall 'be maintained and such 'addi-
tions shall be made as are deemed
necessary by the director of the farm
equipment industry or FE division,
and he shall have complete direc-
tion of such staff.”

These are the pertinent parts of
the proposals which have to do with
our charge that this particular mer-
ger scheme has been concocted by
the Stalinist party and is being ad-
vanced and defended by Addes and
‘his aides on the IEB of the UAW.

WHAT IT WILL DO

What will the adoption of this
merger scheme do? It will bring into
the UAW convention next November
a block of between 500 and 600 votes
from the FE, division. Since the FB
is under the control and domination

. of the Stalinist party, this means
that the overwhelming majority of
the FE delegates will be Stalinist-
controlled delegates. The present
Stalinist leadership of the FE will
procede to manipulate and juggle the
election of delegates to the end that
the delegation which will appear at
the convention will: be completely
under the Communist (Stalinist)
Party control and direction. g

This FE delegation, combined with
the other Stalinist delegations at the

\ convention, will give the Stalinists .

a majority of the delegates. They

~will use this majority to fake over

the UAW. How will they do this?
With a majority of the convention
delegates they will be in position
to elect all the top officers. C[‘he}l'ii
will be in position fo elect party,
members or non-members who act
like. members. A majority will give

LYNN AFFAIR
NETS $70 FOR
EUROPEAN RELIEF

The newly organized chapter of
the American Committee for Euro-
pean Workers Relief in Lynn, Mass,,
raised $70 at its first gffair. Mary
Lipman, Lynn :Chapter ‘chairman,
writes as follows:

“An enthusiastic group of young
peoplé attended our first fund-rais-
ing affair of the year and contribut-
ed generously to the appeal for
funds by the Boston representative
nof the WACEWR, st. Augusta

rainor. :

“The social, originally planned as
a swimming party, was forced in-
doors by inclement weather. Never-
theless, refreshments, sandwiches,
dancing, etc., gave everyone an op-
pcrtunity to enjoy themselves im-
mensely.” - #

'he need for aid to workers over-
seas -continues undiminished. The
ACEWR this week asked for con-

. tinued support in the form of contri-

butions of money and clothing. Make’
-all checks and money orders. payable
to AC WR and send to 130 West
28rd St.; New York 11, N. Y, _

i

§ s ;-

them powerful influence in the elec-
tion of regional directors. With the
Stalinists in control of the IEB, with

a majority of the top officers and .

regional directors, they will have

. dominating influence in the selection

of international representatives, or-
ganizers, educational directors and
all other important posts in the in-
ternational. Also, they will have con-
trol of the finances of the interna-
tional.

The UAW would be turned into,a
United Radio and Electrical Work-
ers. Members of the UAW should not
be deluded on this pomt this is pre-
cisely What Stalinist control of the
UAW would come to. Members of
the FE should not delude themselves
either. If they want to escape the

poisonous domination of the Stalin-
ist party, they too should vote against
this particular merger proposal.
This merger proposal made by
Addes and his ring, under the guid-
ance of the Stalinist party, is of
course basically undemocratic, It is
a typical Stalinist gangster set-up.
The two internationals will not be’
permitted in their respective con-
ventions to decide the question. The

proposal is to be rushed through be- -

fore the UAW convention so that a
packed Stalinist delegation from the
FE can appear at the UAW conven-
tion with full voting xights. The FE
division is to elect its own director.
No other UAW division or depart-
ment has this authority. The FE di-
vision would ‘have its own unique

FE Merger Proposal |

membershlp cards and charters. No
UAW: division or department has its
own - direct representative on the
UAW * Executive Board. 'No other
UAW division would have final and
complete authority in the selection
and supervision of his staff except
the FE division, : '
This whole proposal is Stalinism in
the labor movement at its best, that:
is, in its best 'totalitarian regalia.
Here is Stalinism again tramping on
all democratic rights, spreatling ‘its
Moscow totalitarian filth and poison
in the labor movement in the U. S,
seeking to establish its GPU régime
in the big and militant UAW. '

UAW members saw the Stalinists !
in action in their union during the *

war. They should have enough. They

Chrysler Local Votes “For”
At Meeting Lacking Quorum

By WALTER JASON -

DETROIT—After a four-hour meet-
ing of Chrysler Loeal 7, which lacked
a proper quorum to take action and
which witnessed a violent debate be-
tween proponents and opponents of
the Addes-Thomas-Stalinist propos-
als for FE-UAW merger, the Addes
forces won by a vote of 63 to 55.
Since the meeting had no legal sta-
tus under the constitution or by-
laws of the local union, the vote is
meaningless insofar as it purports
to express the opinion of 10,000
Chrysler workers.

In general, the meeting provided
an instructive lesson in trade union
democracy.. When the merger pro-
posal was brought up, a whole bat-
tery of speakers, {including R. J.
Thomas, vice-president of the UAW-
CIO, spoke against the Reuther mo-
tion to refer the matter to the next
national convention which is to be
held in .November. The chief argu-
ment of, the Addes-Stalinist faction
was that the Reuther motion would
not give the rank and file a chance
to decide the issue.
bership decide now,”
of all these speakers.

CHALLENGES THOMAS

After they had been given enough
rope to hang themselves, Jack Wid-

was the slogan

ick, unemployment compensation di-

rector of Local 7} presented a motion
to really let the rank and file decide.
He 'moved that Lipeal 7 hold a secret
referendum ballot vote for two days,
just like a regular local union elee-
tion. :

The speaker challenged Thomas,
and his vociferous supporters to carry
out their lip-service to rank and file
democracy. He pointed out that. by
common admissio the meeting being

Steel Union Decides

(Continued from page 1)

publican politicians who,  like the
NLRB, are tools of the employers.

What is indicated in the situation
is: a flat statement of refusal to sub-
mit to any form of government by
injunction; a refusal to submit o gov-
ernment intervention in the affairs of
unions (as, for example, in the law's
provision dictating who can and can-'
not be an official of a union}; an ag-,
gretsivs entry into politics under an
independent labor banner in order to
establish that kind of government, a
workers' * government, which iwould
speak labor's, and the people's, inter-

est.

That would seem, to bL the logic of
the position;on the NLRB. And that
would also seem- to require an un-
ambiguous declaration that se far as
labor is concerned the law is deaa,
because labor does not propose to

submit to it in any way whatsoever, °

and will mass its forces in general
protest strike to defend any section

of the labor movement faced with

penalties. In that respect, a 24-hour
protest strike would serve now as
a sign of labor’s attitude to the
government and the uperatwn of the
law.

RANK AND FILE VOICE &

Another question is raised. Mur-
ray is in conference with tnp steel
executives. All right, as far as it
goes. But: (1) it is our opinion that
anything Murray decides in closed
session with Fairless of U. S. Steel
must be ratified democratically by
the membership; and most impor-
tant (2) it is our opinion that the

. fight against the anti-labor law can-

not and must not be left in the hands
jof the union officialdom alone.

THE SITUATION DEMANDS
THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION

“Let the mem- -

held lacked a quorum {less than 125
people were present, 50 below the
minimum- of a quorum). He further
pointed out that whichever side won,
the other side would have a sound

legal basis for challenging the status

of the meeting.

With respeet to Thomas’' point
that the International Executive
Board, as the highest authority be-
tween conventions, had full right to
take its position on FE-UAW mer-
ger, the speaker claimed that when
decisive questions arise, full oppor-
tunity must be given the rank and
file to decide the issue, as for exam-
ple, in the case of the referendum
on the no-strike pledge. '

“When vital questions arise, every
effort should be made to involve the
widest possible section of the union
movement. This means an extension of
union democracy. It means invelving
the rank and file in deciding their own

« destiny. This is the essence of trade

union democracy. Let'Local 7 rebuke

the international executive board for
not making this a genuine referendum,
and giving the rank and file time to
study and decide this question.”

“Let Local 7 spearhead the fight
for the preservatién of the fine tra-
ditions of democracy in the UAW-
CI0.” The Addes forces were taken
aback by this speech and motion. The
pro-Reuther peoplc accepted it en-
thusiastically.

DEMOCRATIC ISSUE

What answer was given by Thom-
as, and his supporters? Of course,
they evaded the issue. They tied up
the meeting in parliamentary knots,
and finally president Hattley ruled
the motion out of ordér.

Then a lengthy debate took place
on the merger proposal. Again, the

OF THE RANK AND FILE.
MORE THAN 'EVER MUST
THEY BE DRAWN INTO THE
DELIBERATIONS AND HAVE A

DIRECT VOICE IN DECIDING

POLICY, PLANNING STRATEGY.

Laber attorneys, under the direc-
tion of union leaders, are busy plan-
ning court tests. These .are indicated,
but,they can prove to be disastrously
demoralizing, if not worse, as they
drag on for endless months. Court
tests, whether fashioned #to test a
union paper's right to publish the vot-
ing record of Congressmen, or an-
éther provision of the law, have their
place. But it is a limited place. Equal-
ly limited are concessions rung from
employers exempting a given union
from certain provisions, as in the case
of ‘the mine workers' new contrdact.
The WHOLE labor movement s in-
volved. The law must be destroyed,
and not merely circumvented in par-
ticular circumstances.

To destroy the law requires a
frontal assault on the whole struec-
ture of the bill, and beyond that on
the structure of the government. We
speak of the kind of frontal assault
that can best be organized by union
boards of strategy, democratically
chosen to coordinate the plans of the
different unions, resting locally on
councils of action and united in na-
tional ‘representative bodies.

Specifically in relation to the steel
workers position on the NLRB, we
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Addes group, as was to be expected,
evaded the real issues of the merger
proposal by -simply shouting, “For
unity -or against unity,” as though
anyone was against a sound merger.
They simply could not answer the
blunt questions asked -about .the
given merger proposal.

During the course of the debate,
every effort of progressives to bring
cut the fundamehtal democratic is-

sues invelved was met by “points of
order." 'When Ed Carey, a member of
Emil Mazey's staff, taunted the Addes
group for their fear of the rank and
file, and told them that a fight would
be made at the convention to forcé
verbatim minutes of the IEB meetings
so the .rank and file could check on
the leadership, R. J. Thomas couldn't
stand it, and tried interrupting the
speaker, until the ‘boos of the rank
and file forced Thomas to sit down.

It is clear from the debates that
have taken place in various other
local unions in Detroit, that. the
Addes forces are trying to railroad
the merger proposal quickly because
they fear a genuine study and de-

. bate by the rank and file, and a
bona-fide referendum.’

Against the imposing array of
. pork-choppers, the big majority of
the ‘machine politicians in the bu-
‘reaucracy, Reuther and his minority
on the IEB have only one hope, and
they realize it. It is an aroused rank
and file. Although caught off ‘guard
by the Addes maneuver, the Reuther
forces are fighting back vigorously,
* on a sound trade union basis, against
this dangerous proposal of Addes
and company.
At the present t.une, the
seems in doubt.

issue

saw these Stalinist opportunists and
strike-breakers defend the no-strike
pledge, advocate incentive pay, sup-
port ‘the capitalist bosses and the
WLB. They saw the local Stalinists
flood the union with all the propa-
ganda of the totalitarian police bu-
reaucracy of the Kremlin,

They saw the Stalinist party
change its line to whatever became
the line' of the Kremlin, as soon as
they could catch up with the line
‘of thé Kremlin. They heard the Sta-
linists call Roosevelt a “fascist” one
day and a savior of democracy the
next day. UAW workers and other
workers read in the Daily Worker
‘today that. “this is an
war” and tomorrow that “this is a
sacred war.” This was the experience
of the UAW membership while the
Stalinists were not in control of their
union. What will they expect and
receive from this gang, if and after
it attains control of the union? We
say again, these workers should have
enough of the Stalinists and Stalin-
ism.

We agree
against Addes
that: “In order {o- protect the demo-
cratic safeguards of our membership
and to maintain the industrial union
structure of our arganization, youn are
urged to vote down the FE merger
.proposal. By voting down this pro-
posal ,the entire matter will be re-
ferred to the UAW convention, where
it can be decided by the delegates in
the light of all the facts arnd after
full and démocratic djiscussion.”

. We take the positmh we do here
not because we are in any basic way
opposed to some sort of autonomy
,for the FE in this merger. We have
no prmclples about. the mechanics of
mergers in the trade union move-
ment. Trade union mergers should
and can take place in all sorts of
ways. We are concerned and take
the position we do because this is

with Reuther over

not a mere trade union merger. It

is not primarily a trade unjon ques-
tion, but genuinely a politica] ques-
tion, The Stalinist{party is involved

heré and ‘they are not involved for

trade union purposes nor in a trade
~union way. They are involved with
their whole political program, alms,
purposes and goal.

No worker should delude himself
about this. He should not approach
this merger with the naive position
that it is always a good thing for
working class organizations to merge,
to get together While that 1s gen=

erally or abstractly true, “this 14 ar

special case: the attempt of the Sta-
linists to achieve political control of
the UAW. That is what we are talk-
ing about, that is what all workers
should be concerned about, Were it
not for Stalinism in this affair we
might possibly have nothing what-
soever to say;.even about the con-
vention deciding or any of the other
questions at issue. '

to By-Pass NLRB - -

think a board of strategy, represent-
ing. the electrical workers, the auto
workers, and so forth, should get to-
gether, and implement the plan in
the fullest detail of contemplated ac-
tion. Thus, anything the steel work-
ers do would have the immediate
backing of workers in other indus-
tries. !

The employers in helping Con-
gress write its vicious law, did not
tackle .the problem piece-meal. No

more should we. Our answer must .

be as broad, and given unitedly as a
-DECLARATION OF LABOR’S IN-
DEPENDENCE. The steel union
answer is all right, but it is only a
partial answer, and one moreover
which raises many questions, notab-
ly the question of political action.

e Concretely, we propose that the

unions come together to issue a dec-
laration which says that labor will
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never yield its rights whether it be
under threat of law or militia.
e Concretely, we propose that the

imperialist °

and the Stalinists '

ranks demand a voice in deciding .

policy, by advocating democratically
elected union boards of strategy to
map the strategy of battle. '

e Concretely, we propose that
these ' boards launch an offensive
against. the employer offensive, an
offensive not only to cripple the hate-
ful law, but to ADVANCE ldbor’s
position and win a BETTER stand-
ard of living for the people. .

e Concretely, we propose that the
ranks clamor for immediate action,
on what is the great lesson of this
situation, the need for a Labor Party
which will cut completely labor’s
ties with capitalist politicians .of
Democratic or Repub]ican ‘hue, and
weld labor’s economic strcngth into
political strength.
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