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Work for a Workers World;
Join the Workers Party!

LABOR ACTION

AUGUST 11, 1947

A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

-

FIVE CENTS

Eviction

21 and forty-two on July 22,

into one central point:

increases!

fend the rights of the tenants!

Sweep Nation

A tremendous wave of attempts by profit-hungry landlords to evict
tenants from their apartments and homes is sweeping the nation, This
is the result of the bill which Congress recently passed. Attempts to
blackjack tenants into paying higher rents and to evict tenants in
order to get more rent later, have been the inevitable consequence of

» the bill which the Republican majority in Congress passed and which
the Democratic President signed.

Chicago reports the biggest rush 6f eviction suits since the depres-
. sion. Municipal Court clerks reported a "landeffice crush" of eviction
suits. On August 1, 288 suits were filed, compared with fifty-six on July

From Buffalo reports are that a “flood of eviction suits” are ex-
pected on September 1. Boston court clerks meport that they expect a
rush of filings next week. In Syracuse special provisions have been
made for hearing these cases. A report on the catastrophic situation
in Philadelphia appears elsewhere in this issue.

In New York City landlords are biding their ¢ime a little bit, though
reports of evictions appear each day in the papers. Only last week the
daily press carried pictures and reports of a family which had been
thrown out of its home and which had spent two nights in the park.
Another case that gttracted wide attention was that of a tenant who
was thrown out of his apartment for being one day late in paying rent.

This is only the beginning of the trend. For remember that land-
lords have decided to go easy at the beginning, while public attention
is still focused on the rent problem. Their scheme is obviously to
gradually increase the rate of eviction notices so' that too much public
attention will not divert them from their purposes.

But it is important to forestall these attempts. Elsewhere in this
issue we print the first installment of a pamphlet issued by the Work-
ers Party on the rent problem; that pamphlet gives detailed sugges-
tions on what to'do. These suggestions can, however, be summarized

Organize tenants committees to ﬁth against evictions and rent

Organize the tenantf in your house to use every neéessqry means—
mass picketing, public protests, wide publicity, legal measures—to de-

Suits

Rader Calls for Halt
On Evictions at
Philadelphia Hearing

PHILADELPHIA, July 31 — With
over -8,700° BVICtions ' due in thirty
days and with 1,500 more piling up
every month, the City Council held
a public hearing last Wednesday,
July 30, on.the Republican-sponsored
Maxman bill, which is supposed to
cope with this desperate situation.
There are 380,000 families in Phil-
adelphia who rent their homes and
all of them are faced with the 15 per
cent increase, with no other place
to move to, with the threat of evic-

tion and with landlerds licking their

chops in expectation of the complete
ending of rent ceilings. The hearings
consequently atiracted the widest at-
tention.

Over. 500 people jammed into a
small, intensely hot room for the
hearings. - There were housewives,
women with infants ‘in their arms,
workers who had taken a day off
and represenlatives of various ten-
ant and labor organizations. For six
and a half hours these people sat
through the swellering heat in an
attempt 1g, voice the fears forced
upon them by the criminal policies
of the federal and local governments.
The landlords had their lobby pres-
ent, including lawyers and politi-
cians from the Democratic and Re-
publican Parties. .

Tenants and veterans were given
the floor only after representatives
from the Hotel Associatién and the
Real Estate Board had been heard.
In spite of this deliberate attempt to
silence the protesf, these people did
manage to be heard. At first limited
to questions and demonstrations dur-
ing the statements of thé landlords,
they were later able to speak for
themselves. One after another the
tenants rose to demand firm legis-

Jation against evictions and against

rent increases which the Maxman
bill does not provide. It was pointed
out innumerable times that the Max-

The Boss’s
Dictionary

man bill is an evasion of the needs
of the present emergency and pro-
tects only the few hundredefamilies
who live in luxury suites in the big
hotels and pay $5,000 and more for
rent,

‘' One tenant, Katherine Cattlett, ex-
pressed the true sentiments of the
people when she said: “We cannot
and will not pay a rent increase. We
will not pay even if we have to fight
till our teeth fall out.” Her state-
ment was greeted- by a demonstra-
tion of agreement. '

APPLAUD WP STATEMENT

Jack Rader, representative of the
Workers Party, presented a state-
ment which received -considerable
applause. (See page 2.) .

“This threatened catastrophe is a
result of the collapse of federal, state
and municipal government program’
to defend the elementiary needs of
the people for roofs over their heads.
The proposed Maxman bill does ab-
solutely nothing to alleviate this con-
dition. As with the entire housing
problem, Republicans and Democrats,
together with free enterprise capi-
talism, have no answers. The Work-
ers Party is against all evictions.

“The root cause of the present
eviction emergency is the failure of
the landlords and owners to supply
adequate housing. The fact that there
are no places for evicted tenants to
move to is what forces them to the
wall before demands for rent in-

‘creases. Sixty-five thousand families

already live doubled up and over-
crowded in the most cramped and
unsanitary conditions. In spite of
this, construction of ‘homes is con-
stantly decreasing.

“The landlords have already re-
ceived innumerable rent increases.
From 1940 to 1947 this increase
amounted ‘to over 16 per cent. The
fact is that rents are already too
high. The cost of living in Philadel-
phia has doubled since 1940, Every
dollar earned by a worker in this
city is only worth 50 cents to him
today. For that reason ihe Workers
Party is opposed to any increase in
rents. It stands for freezing rents at
the June 30 level.”

CALLS FOR MASS ACTION

Rader concluded with a call for
mass action from labor and tenants’

. organizations:

“We believe that tenants’ commit-
tees organized together with the
AFL and CIO would be in a position
to defend tenants’ rights.”

Herbert Moyer, secretary of the
Industrial Union Council, speaking
for 150,000 CIO members, likewise
denounced the Maxman bill for con-
fusion and inadequacy.. He' stated:
“The continuation of the present sad
state of affairs can only end in mass
action on our part to halt the selfish
and aggressive demands by land-
lords.”

UAW

At Ford on Taft Act!

DETROIT, Aug. 2—The can-
didacy of Herman Benson for
Mayor of Detroit was
nounced by the Workers Party
today with the filing of his
name, accompanied by the
$100 fee, at the Election Com-
migsion.

Benson, 32 years of age and a ma-
chinist by trade, has been an active
trade unionist for several years. He
has been a member of Local 425 of
the United Electrical, Radio & Ma-
chinists Union and a member of Lo-
cal 101 in Detroit of the United Rub-

ber Workers Union, where he served

as a union commitieeman and repre-
sented the local at the 1945 national
convention of the URWU, at which
he advocated the formation of a La-
bor Party independent of the Repub-
lican and Democratic Parties. He
was a member of the committee
which presented petitions *to. the
county clerk during the campaign
for a state FEPC. At present he is
the Detroit organizer of the Worker;
Party. and a stafl member of LABOR
ACTION.

SOCIALIST PLATFORM

In a statement to the press, Ben-
son said:

“I am running for office on the
fighting socialist platform of the
Workers Party. By casting their bal-
lots for my candidacy, militant trade
unionists will be able to demonstrate
their hostility to the nation - wide
drive against the organized labor
movement by the two old parties and
express themselves for a declaration
of independence of the = working
class from capitalist politicians. All
honest advocates of full democratic
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rights for Negroes and_all olher mi-
norities will have the opportunity
to vote against segregation in hous-
ing and in the armed forces, for the
enforcement of the Diggs law and for
the complete and total ‘wiping out
-of all forms of diserimination.

“Our platform calls for the resto-
ration of price control and opposes
all rent increases. It calls for the
organization of tenants’ commitiees
in the neighborhoods and rent and
price committees in the unions for
the enforcement of controls, It calls

‘for the organization of an indepen-

dent Labor Party by the union move-
ment aimed at.the establishment of
a workers' government. It calls for
the freedom for all mnations from
,United States, Russian and all im-
perialism and for opening the doors
to the homeless Jewish people and
other victims of the war and oppres-
sion. It calls for complete social, po-
litical and economi¢. equality for
Negroes. It calls for a 250 billion
dollar five-year piégram on a na-

tional, state and city basis for pub- ~

lic works and low-cost housing. It
calls for the expropriation of indus-
try monopolized by America’s Sixty
Families and the socialist reconstruc-
tion of sociely.

“The labor movement must not
follow the lead of George Edwards
by actively endorsing or passively
*supporting by inaction the re-elec-
tion of Mayor Jeffries. Jeffries has
bitterly fought the labor movement
for many years and attacked it in
.the last campaign for entering into
politiecs. He openly advocates the
theories of racial segregation. For
these reasons reactionary and fas-
cistic elements have supported ‘him
in the past. ) {

“A large vote for my candidacy
and for the platform of the Workers
Party will be a warning to reaction
all over the nation that the working
class is becoming weary of the twee-
dledum - tweedledee politics of the
capitalist parties and that it intends
to oppose them with its own candi-
dates.”

The municipal elections in Detroit
are “non-partisan” in character;
there are no pagty designations on
the ballot. However, Jeffries is known
as a Republican and one of his oppo-
nents, Van Antwerp, is a Democrat.
Primaries take place in early Octo-
ber and the two candidates receiv-
ing the highest number of votes are
listed in a run-off election in No-
vember, ' <

When the Landlord

BULLETIN, AUG. 5—With a strike deadline only a few hours r::ﬁ.
the Ford Motor Company today signed an agreement with the
UAW in which the company waives its "right’ under the Taft-
Hartley Act to sue the union for damages resulting from “ille-
gal” strikes. The terms of the agreement include a "no penalty"
clause for a period up to a year during which the company and
union are supposed to work out a permanent formula. It is stip-
ulated in the agreement that the union, its officers and members
are not liable to suit for any breach of contract in the event of
a strike or work stoppage during the period of deliberations. A
committee is to work out a solution for the question of liability
and damages. If the committee fails to arrive at agreement the
union may strike on that issue alone without facing suit for dam-
ages or breach of contract. The agreement also provides that
the union may strike at any time on such issues not covered by
the agreement, as, for example, the issue of wages.
Simultaneously with announcement of the agreement, which
averted the strike at the last minute, the Ford Motor Company
announced a lay-off of 51,000 workers starting within twenty-

four hours.

Next week’'s LABOR ACTION will carry a full report on and

analysis of the agreement.

By WALTER JASON

The entire labor movement has a vital stake in the show-
down between the UAW-CIO and the giant Ford empire. This
struggle may decide the fate of the labor movement in the next
period under the Taft-Hartley law.

The UAW-CIO demands a clear-cut contractual pledge from

Ford that it will not sue the union for damages in case of any. -

unauthorized strikes. Victory for the union in this demand would
set a good pattern for future negotiations in both the auto in-
dustry, and other major industries. _

As usual, the Ford company has worked out a weasel-worded
formula that pretends o give the union some protection from
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For More Rent, 5ay CNO I’

By DAVID COOLIDGE .

The Republican Party has ad-
journed its first splash in the public
trough for over a decade and has
gone home to get ready for next
year's elections. The Democralic
Party had control of the trough and
the pork barrel from 1933 to last
fall and the Republicans, like Cas-
sius, had developed a “lean and hun-
gry look.” ‘

This first session of the 80th Con-
gress will be remembered by the
masses of people, no matter what,
side of the fence they are on, as the
Congress which passed the NAM-
Taft-Hartley bill, and the Congress
which passed a rent bill worded so
that the real estate interests could
harass the pen'pli without at the
same time giving "the landlords the
legal right to raise rent or evict those
who pay rent.

This bill, passed by the capitalist
“repyesentatives of the people,” per-
mits a 15 per cent increase in rent,
if the tenant and the landlord agree
to the increase. That may sound good
to real innocent persons. That means,
according to the letter of the law,
that if the tenant says “No,” there
‘will be no increase in his rent. But
since this particular rent control bill

was probably written with and by
the consent of the National Associa-
tion of Real Estate Boards, there are
a few loose ends which the landlords
can tie around the necks of their
tenants.

LANDLORD ULTIMATUM

The federal rent law ends February
29, 1948. If there is no legislation be-
fore then to hold rent down, land-
lords will be free to increase rents
as they see fit: fifteen, fifty or one
hundred per cent. Since Congress
was under terrific pressure frorg real
estate interests to eliminate all rent
control and since” Congress did mot
dare do this before the elections next
year, the capitalist political deputigs
of the capitalist ruling class decided
on a little legislative slight of hand.

Rent increase by consent of the ten- .

ant. But no tenant will consent to
have his rent increased.

Well, the way to get around tihis
is to scare tenants so thoroughly
that they will voluntarily sign two-

vear leases at an advance of 15 per’

cent. Why would a tenant do this?
Because the federal rent law ex-
pires the last of February 1948 and
in order to be protected against rent
increases far in excess of 15 per cent,

the tenant would protect himself by
signing up for a two-year period at
the 15 per cent increase.

The landlords understood very well
the intent of their Congress in pass-
ing such a bill. What did the land-
lords do? They immediately began
presenting tenants with an ultima-
tum: “Sign up with me at.a 15 per
cent increase or you will be evicted.”
Could the tenant be evicted legally?
No, but what is such a minor detail
to a landlord? Houses are scarce,
apariments are scarce, even rooms
are scarce. People don't want to take
any chance on being out in the street
with their families, including babies
and little children.

Furthermore, suppose we don't
sign those 15 per cent leases? We
are only safe until February, the
story ' goes. What do we do aftler
that? Then the landlords may raise
the rent 50 per cent. And so, a lot of
people have permitted the landlords
to get away with.jacking up the rent
despite the fact that we don’t have
to pay more rent and despite the
fact that under the law the landlord
cannot evict.

How can and should all of us who
rent the rooms we live in deal with

(Continued on page 4)

the union - busting-section ‘of
the Taft-Hartley law that per-
mits corporations to sué unions

for damages.

Ford proposes to agree "not

to institute suit against the
union for damages arising out of
illegal strikes under the following
good faith conditions,” and then Ford
lisis four “catches.” The last, and
most important one,” would give a
so-called impartial umpire the final
say-on whether the union was guilty
or not, .
" If the “impartial umpire” found the
union guilty it would be subject to
suit! To accept this “condition of
good faith” would mean to capitu-
late to the union-busting principle
in the Taft-Hartley law, namely,
that the union can and should be
sued!

Of course, the UAW-CIO Interna-
tional Executive Board backed the
Ford workers in rejecting this in-
famous proposal. Already the UAW-
CIO has one important strike, at
Murray body, over the same issue,

PENSION PLAN AT ISSUE
A second major point of dispute
between the UAW-CIO and Ford is
the alleged penbion plan offered by
Ford. Hailed at first as a great step
forward by Richard T. Leonard, Ford
director for the UAW-CIO, the pro-
posed plan was rejected by the Ford
workers' national conference as
grossly inadequate, and full of loop-
holes.
When the fanfare of publicity died
(Continued on page 2)

Subway Fare Rise Plan Slowed, Not Stopped

New York City's Board of Esl'imch; Forced to Retreat—Rise Will Cost Average Family $60 to $120 a Year

By PAUL BERN

The express train heading for an
increase in the subway fare of New
York City has been considerably
slowed down but not yet halted.
Mayor O'Dwyer and the Board of
Estimate have made a tactical re-
treat awaiting a better opportunity,
to increase the fare at the turnstiles
from a nickel to a dime.

Last week the proposals to in-
crease the subway fare once more
hit the head-lines after considerable
behind-the-scenes maneuvering. The
Board of Estimate was scheduled to
act on the recommendations of May-
or O'Dwyer for an eight-cent (two
for 15 cents) transit fare increase.
Then City Hall rumor had it that
this plan was being ditched in favor
of the “five and ten” plan (five cents
during rush hours and ten cents at
all other times).

When the fare issue came before
the Board of Estimate on Friday, Au-
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gust 1, it, together with the May-
or, beat a hasty retreat under the
obvious resentment of the entire la-
bor movement and all the millions
of straphangers to this piece of high-
way robbery. The CIO has just com-
pleted a thorough straw poll which
showed that the overwhelming ma-
jority of union members and subway
riders were for the retention of the
" five-cent fare.

The brave Democratic politicians,
all of whom were really for the in-
crease, were attempting to maneuver
the State Legislature into taking the
initiative and thereby place the re-
sponsibility for the increased fare on
the Republican Party. The Republi-
cans were all for the increased fare
but they wanted the fare issue to be’
non-partisan, which means “Let’s all
us boys get together and give the
working man, the tenant and the
subway rider another kick in the
belly.” All of them were bewailing
the sufferings of the poor landlords

.who said they need relief in the form
of lower realty taxes (you see, the
15 per ceni rent boost doesn't satisfy
them).

The members of the present Board
of Estimate are haunted by the
pledges they made last February
when they were puttif}g on a show in
defense of the nickel fare and really
giving that little man with the mus-
tache in Albany a thorough drub-
bing. At that two-day hearing on the
fare issue they pledged to fight on

if ever the nickel fare should again .

be threatened. Now they are think-
ing of their political careers, as it's
politely put.

PR ISSUE INVOLVED

There is another wvery practical
reason for proposing the fare issue
now. Both the Demoerats and the
Republicans don’t want to endanger
a 1vore immediate political proposi-
tion that is being put before the
voters this fall. All the capitalist

politicians have united in a drive to
kill proportional representation at
the polls this November. They don’t
want both these issues before the
people at the same time. By placing
them on the ballot one at a time
they can more easily put over the
undemocratic move to eliminate fair
representation on the City Council
of minority parties and a little later
pick the pockets of the subway rid-
ers. .

It 'is quite obvious that some form
of increased fare will be voted by
the Board of Estimate. At best they
will submit it to the voters in a spe-
cial election in January or February
of 1948, There is still the danger,
though, that the Board will vote ap-
proval and that the City Council
Will not reject this propoesal,

If the City Council approves the
inereased transit fare, then it auto-
matically goes into effect and a ref-
erendum is not needed. All tenant
organizations and all trade wunions

must be o:i the alert for such a man-
euver.- That's the plan of the land-

“lords since they fear a vote on this

question by the people.

FACTS TO REMEMBER

‘ The barrage of propaganda for an
increased fare has been so heavy
that there iz a danger that many
pepple will forget what such an in-
crease will mean.

Here are some facts to remember:

1. A ten-cent fare will cost every
family from $60 to $120 per year.

2. Bondholders have been repaijd
over and over again on their origi-
na} Investments. Repudiaté or other-
Wise amortize these bonds and there
Is a terrific savings in transit costs.

.‘%. Landlords and real estate in-
terests would be the only one to ben-
efit, after already reaping the rich-
est profits in decades. Rea] astate
taxes should be, increased to improve
an_d extend the subway system and
still maintain the nickel fare. k
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UAW Wins Flr's‘“‘ RounH in Fora

(Continued from page 1)

down over the announcement that
Ford and the UAW-CIOQ had agreed
to a pension plan, and the workers
learned the cost to them of this al-
leged pension plan, the iresentment
was strong among most workers, ex-
cept a few who would be eligible
immediately for retiremient by any
pension plan. The Stalinists in Ford
Local 600 turned against the ‘plan
and their friend Leonard when the
provisions of the plan became clear.

Among other things, the worker
would contrihute around 19 cents an
hour to the plan, as against 1.7 cenis
of the company! Workers would have
to give up free lunch time aAd werk
an extra half hour daily.

What was supposed to be the plan
that would “make Dick- Leonard the
next president of the UAW-CIO” has
become a hot potato, with Leonard
now denouncing the Ford proposal
for a pehsion plan.

“RED SCARE” UNDER WAY

It is necessary to warnh the work-
ers everywhere that Ford is prepar-
ing a_big “red scare” campaign in
connection with this struggle. For a
few days the Detroit’ newspapers
carriéd stories to the effect that Mos-
cow-inspired orders were responsi-
ble for the rejection of the pension
plan and the taking of a strike vote.

In addition, one Detroit columnist
told his readers that the trouble at
Ford ‘was Reuther - inspired. “The
Réuther forces are to the left of the
Addes - Thomas - Leonard = Communist
bloe,” this columnist explained, and
that 1s why these Reuther forces tor-
pedoed the pension plan. He guoted

—With the;

a high auto industry official as his
source of information.

The truth of the matter is that this
struggle is not a factional move by
either of the major caucuses in the
UAW-CID; The issues are'clear-cut
and trahscend‘all factional lines! On
one side; an’industrial dynasty wants
to ' utilize the ‘Taft-Hartley Taw to
‘tarfi thé UAW:CIO into a cotnpany,
uftion.  On' thé other side, & militant
and powerful union is determined tn
defend its basic rights,

The UAW-CIO is in a strong posi-
tion to carry out this vital struggle.

“m. e

Its membership is over 900,000. It
should and will get the backing of
the national €IO, The Ford workers,
irritated and disgusted by over four
months 'of fruitless negotiations with
the company, are ready to do their

-part,

FORD MOVE BOOMERANGS

ThHe attempt 'of’ the Ford company
to get Phil Murray, CIO presidént,
to avert the showndown by taking
over negotiations and working out
some “compromise,” - boomeranged

when:- the UAW-CIO leadership be_-

came incensed over this maneuver
against their independence as an in-
ternational union to work out agree-
ments with any corporation in its
jurisdiction. i i

Victory for the UAW = CI0O now
would be "a powerful” blow at the
campaign of Wall Street to strangle
the union movement with the aid of
the Taft-Hartley law. It would turn
the defensive struggle of the work-
ers to -maintain their rights into a
counter-offensive: against Wall Street
and its Washington government.

The follpwing statément was read
to the City Council hearing in Phila-
delphia, by Jack Brad Rader, candi-
date of the Workers Party in the
Bth District.

.

The Office of Rent Controls'reports
over 8,000 evictions threatening
Philadelphia tenants within the next
30 days. These proposed evictions
would initiate the flood which threat- -

. ens to dispossess an, as yeét, unsub-
stantiated number of the 380,000
families who rent theit homes. If the
presént evictions are carried through
it will be an opeh invitation to most
landlords to blackjack tenants w:th
the threat of eviction.
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Workers Party

All readers of LAROR A(!'l'lﬂiv are mmea to. attend :hi:etlhkm clhnk lées
tures and socials s]mnnored by local branches of the WORKERS

PARTY.

Visit our headquarters listed below to purchake Marxiat litératuie, the NEW

INTERNATIONAL and LABOR,

ACTION,

For infofmatioh of WORKERS

PARTY wnetivitles In citiés not' listed below, write to wonKFns PAR"I‘Y
4 .Court Squnre, Long Iklund City 1, N. Y.

AKRON
Write to Box 221,

BALTIMORE

21 West Freston St., 2nd floor.

Meetings every Monday, & p. m.
BUFFALO

689 Main St., 2nd floor.

Offtee houra: 11 am.-2 p.m. Mohday
through Friday. Open meetings Sun-
day  e¥eéningd.  Discussion  group
Thursday evenings,

CHICAGO _

1501 'W. Madison Ave., 2nd floor,
Chicago 7. Telephone: CHEsapeake
E798.

Office hours: 8-6:30 p. m. “dally.
qusday, and Wednesday evenings,
CLEVELAND

Workers Party meets every Sunday
at 8 p. m.

Socialist Youth League meets every
Friday at 8 p. m.

Write to: Bernard Douglas, P. 0.
Box 1190, Cleveland 3, Ohlo.
DETROIT £

6341 Gratiot, Room 10. Telephone:
PLaza 56569,

LOS ANG!_EL_ES

3314 So. Grand, Los Angeles 7, Cal
Richmond 7-3230 (if no
angweér, phone AX 2- 906?)

Office hours: 2 to 6 p.‘m., daily.
LOUISVILLE

‘Write to: Robert Durant, Box 1181.-
Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK
248 Market St., Newark 2.
Open house Friday eveninga.

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 111 West 14th St
3rd floor. Open every day from 10
a. m. to 7 p. m. Wednésday and Thubs-
day until 10:30 p. m. Telephone:
CHelsea 2-9681,

BRONX BRANCH: Thursday, B:15
p. m, at Wilkins Hall, 1330 Wilkins
Ave,; Bronx, kN

HARLEM BRANCH: Waednesday,
8:156 p.m., at the Workers Party head-
quarters, 2143 Seventh Ave, (near
126th St.) Room 16.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Wednesday,
8:15 p. m., at the City Center, 114
Weat 14th St, 4

CHELSEA BRANCH: Thuraday, 8:15
p. m, at the City Center, 114 West
14th St

INDUSTRIAL. BRANCH: Thursday,
8:15 p. m., at the City Center, 114
West 14th St.

B'KLYN - DOWNTOWN BRANCH:
Thursday, 8:15 p. m., &t the Workers
Party headquarters, 278 Fulton st
Brooklyn, 2nd floor.

B'KLYN-BROWNSVILLE BRANCH:
Wednésday, 8:15 p.m., at the De Luxe
Palace, 638 Howard Ave..(near Pitkin
Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Fri-
day, 8:15 p.m., at the Workers Party
headquarters, 276 Fulton St, Brook-

. lyn, 2nd floor.
PHILADELPHIA &

1139 West Gerard Ave,, 3rd floor,

Meetings Wednesdzws at 8§ p. m.

Foruins eévery Friday, 8:156 p. m.

Jaly¥ 11: The Future of PAC.
READING .

Write to P. O, Box 1671
ST. LOUIS

Writh to: Douglas Bridge, 6517 Cot-
bitt- AVe, University City 1%, Mo,
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

Write to: Labor Action, 468 Tenth
St.,, Room 206 Oakland 7, Calif.
SEATTLE

Write to: P. O. Box 29, University
Poat Office,
YOUNGSTOWN
Write to J. P, Walters, Box 608.

Address ...
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LAB O R ACTI O N
4 Court Squdn. Long Island ¢My LLNY.

Please enter my subseription to LABOR AcTION &s follows:
[0 6 month subsecription (26 issues) for 50c.
[0 1 year subscription (562 issues), together with pamphlet
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Text of WP Sratement on Rent
And Evictions in Philadelphia

' This thréeatened tatastrophe is a re-
sult of the collapse of Federal, State
or Municipal governments to defend
the elementary reeds of the people
for roofs over their heads. The pro-
posed Maxman Bill does absolutely
nbthing to alleviate this condition. It
fails to deal with what is precisely
the presént emmérgéncy—évictions; oc-
ciibring ot the rate of 1400 a month
alid expectéd tb' Intfease. This bill
and the Republican Administration re-
spohsible ¥or it does dot halt evie-
tions. It déals’ with mahy things but
not with ¥his most presiliig emérgen-
cy. As with ‘the #htire housing prob-
lem  the Répiblicans and Demeéérats
tégéther with free enterprise capital-
ist and the Federal Government pre-
s¢fit no dREWeLs.

The Workers Party stands for a
positive ofdinahce barring evictions.
Evictions are a form of collective
family ' punishimeént, including chil-
dren and the aged, Which is more
in totalitarian states. It

striked at the simple right to live in
a home. It strikes almost exclusively
at those Whe ¢annot afford to pay in-
creased rents, that is the working
people and their families. Failure to
forbid evictions is to place the rights
of ownership-above the right to life.
ASSURES RENT BOOST

The Maxman proposal, in effect,
assures a 15 per cent increase in
rents. Mr. Maxman has stated quite
frankly: “...the best thing-to be
done for the masses is to make it
worthwhile for landlords to give
leases. . . . Landlords and owners
are entitled to an increase in rentals
—an increase which would reflect
the increased costs of operation.”
Myr. Maxman’s bill specifically en-
courages and enforces the rent
squeeze. This at a time when the
Bufeau of Labor Statistiés points
out an 18 per cent inerease in all
living costs in the last year bringing
the cost of living to an all time high.
Mr. Maxmsdh's proposal would sub-
stantially reduce’ the living stand-
ards of Philadelphia’s workers, since
it is estimated that from 20 per cent
to 36 per cent of income goes for,
rent.

The root cause of the present evie-
tion emergeiicy is the failure of “the
landlo¥ds 'and owners” to supply
adequate housing, The fact that
there are no places for evicted ten-
ants 'to move is what forces them to
the” wall before demands for rent
in¢reases.

The Philadelphia Housing Associ-
ation estimates that 65,000 families
live doubled up and overcrowded in
the most eramped and unsanitary
circumstances, In -the facé of this,
new eonstriction is falling off stead-
ily. The Association states: *...there
is “every indication that the 1937
cofistrucetien program will be even
more disappointing” than that of
1946, Is this failure to provide hous-

ing a reason entitling increases? It
stands rather as a condemnation of
private construction and of the fee-
ble acquiescence of the Republican
and Democratic parties to this fail-
ure.
Nor have rents remained exactly
stationary. The Federal Department
of Commerce stated on July 24, 1947,
that the "...monthly rent of tenant
occupied dwellings increased from
"$26 in 1940 %o $31 in 1947." @n ia-
crease of 16 per cent. Moréover, the
bulk of this intréase occurred among
those least ‘able t6 pay. The re-
port shows that 56,000 uni¥s in 1947
rented for under $20 as dgainst 108,-
000 in 1940, and there has been an
increase of 92,000 units in the under-
$30 bracket. Thus the specific ‘in-
créase in lower renfals is “probdbly
higher than the over-all 16 per cent.
. The Workers Party is opposed to
any increase in rents. It stands for
fixing of rents on dwellings at the
June .30, 1947 figures and keeping
them there.

WP HOUSING PIOGRAM

One othei agpect of this “entitle-
ment” is the negleet which landlords

have shown about the properties

which they own'but do not live .in!
The Philadelphia Housing Assotia-
tion reports 90,063 sub-standard
homes requiring either major re-
pairs or adequate plumbing faeili-
ties. There is a further statistic
which is a more dramatic if less pre-
cise consequence of mneglect, disre-
pair and violation of safety and
health codes: That is in the deaths
through fires such as occurred in
South Philadelphia on April 12 of
this year when five people burned to
death in a bandbox fire trap. Nor
does the accumulated misery of over-
crowding appear as a statistic.
The Workers Party is for a ldrge
scale housing program to be immedi-
ately initiated to build 50,000° new
homes next year.in Philadelphia as a
start. We stand for o large-scale
slum clearance prograim. To begin
with we stand for an ‘appropriation

of one million dollars immediately to ,

the so-called "abatement fund" to in-
stitute landlord-neglected repairs. We
are for criminal prosecution of these
landierds and for ‘the municipaliza-
tion of their properties.

The Workers Party believes that
the establishment of the so-called
rent-control committee of seven is a
dodge. This committee’s powers are
vague at best. Furthermore the av-
erage workingman has great diffi-
culty approaching such committees.
It takes time, which means loss of
wages. And it means involvement in
red tape.

We do believe, hdwever, that ten-
ants’ committees organized together
with and supported by the CIO and
AFL would be in a position to defend
tenants rights.
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By &. R MeKinney

Last May a young Negro by the
name of Bush was taken from jail
in. Northampton County, N. C., by a
mob ‘for the purpose of lynching,
him. He escaped from the mob but
later surrendered to the sheriff. The
county grand jury took the case
against the seven white men who
composed the mob and was asked by
the county solicifor to return true
billg-for: (1) kidnapping; (2) con-
spiracy to break and enter a jail
with intent to injure or kill Bush,
and (3) breaking and entering a jail
with intent to injure or kill Bush.
One of the seven confessed to par-
ticipation in the action of the mob.

One would think that this was
enough for a grand jury, even a
Southern grand jury, to issue an in-
dictment or return a “true bill.”
That is, there was enough to war-
rant the grand jury in holding the
men for court where they could have
been found guilty or innocent. But
not this 18-man grand jury. They
fréed the seven members of the mob.
They took the position that the court
should not have the opportunity to
decide the case on the basis of the
evidence. This grand jury said that
these seven white men should not
even be brought to trial. A white
man should not be embarrassed by
having to prove in court that he was
not guilty of attempting to kidnap
and lynch a Negro. A court should
not have the opportunity to decide
whether or not a white man was
guilty of attempting to murder a
Negro.

This North Carolina grand jury
did not stop with freeing the seven
white men; the young Negro Bush
was also freed. Bush had been ar-
rested and charged with attempted
rape of a young white woman. This
grand jury decided also that Bush
should not be brought to trial. He
should not have an opportunity to
prove his innocence. The court
should not have the opportunity to
prove him guilty. The grand jury
decidéd that all concerned in this
case should go free and that the
whole matter should be forgotten.

AN "OLD CUSTOM"

A magnanimous grand jury, one
might say. Net so. This grand jury
of 18 white men either knew or be-
lieved that Bush had not attempted
rape on anybody. All over the U. 8.
there is a custom among white wo-
men when alone at night to start
running if they look back and see a
Negro behind them. Both of them
may have just left a car or bus and
are on their way home. White wo-
men have been known not only to run
but to scream, and later to claim
that they were being followed. This
is ah old story: “I was followed by
a big burly Negro,” or “He was a
man of swarthy complexion.” (This
was the signal for the police to begin
looking for an Italian.)

This ‘grand jury knows a little
about thése things. They didn't be-
lieve that Bush attempted to assault

e

anybody. Added to this they did
know that a mob had attempted to
lynch him. And so, this grand jury
decides that the only way to save
“white supremacy” and “white su-,
periority” is to free the mob and the
Negro who was charged with rape.
Be fair. If one is tried the other will
have to be tried. Let’s try nobody.

" This jury alse probably felt that
since Bush was still alive and had not
bleen lynched, no harm had been done.
And sinte the jury had no evidence
against Bush but did have some
against the seven, they call it a day
by freeing Bush and the seven. All
that should be added is: What a
Country!.

L ]

They had a queer primary election
in Mississippi this week. The legisla-
ture had passed a new “white pri-
mary law” which permitted persons
(Negroes) to be challenged in con-
nection with their adherence to the
“principles” of the Democratic Party
in Mississippi. Among these “prin-
ciples” are disapproval of Federal
FEPC legislation, of any Federal
anti-lynehing bill and support of ‘the
“tyaditions” of the South. Negroes
are expected to support this position
‘ot have their right to vote in the
primary challenged.

It is reported that only in a few
places where Negroes who appeared
to vote, were they required to swear
to the above “principles.” In one
county 15 Negroes were challenged
and five were permitted to vote.

INSULTING HOCUS-POCUS

This puerile nonsense, of course,
will never stand up, not even legally.
It is only meant to intimidate mili-
tant Negroes and thrust the “hand-
kerchief head” Negroes forward.
But it won’t work because there are
not enough real Uncle Toms in the
whole state of Mississippi to go for
this insulting hokus-pbcus. Even the
most conservative Negroes will not
dare submit to this insult.

"White supremacy' and "race su-
periority" attempt by every means
to hold on. But it's a fake and a fraud.
It is a cover for the hidden designs
of Southern bourbonism, reactionary
planters, political demagogues and
their attendant rural and urban riff-
raff. These designs have to do with
capitalist profits in a very backward
section of the country. Not enly back-
ward industrially but, culturally, po-
litically and morally. )

The scane will change. What the
Negroes need 'to watch ont for is the
day when the change comes. Negroes
are going to.vote in the South just as

they do in the North."Some-day, and *

perhaps nof so far off, some white
demagogue will decide that the time
has arrived to become the champion
of the political and economic rights
of the Negra in the South. This dem-
agogue will be a Southern leader of
the Democratic Party; some new-
fangled Tom Watson.

The Republican Party will step

Aparfment Hunting

My wife and I are in urgent need
of an-apartment. We have our own
furniture but we would gladly sell
it or store it and take a furnished
place. So we decided to run an ad
for three days in the Detroit News.
The advertising agent read our copy
(which simply appealed for an apart-
ment) and obligingly took our money
although he knew that there would
be maybe 50 ads exactly like it and
that there simply weren't enough
apartments. But if we were fools
enough to pay for the advertisement
he wouldn't stand in our way.

Our ad was not i vain. We re-
ceived nine replies, We still need an
apartment. Five replies were almost
identical, It seeims that all these peo-
ple had “just” purchased a batch of
brand new furniture and by sheer
coincidence had to leave their newly
acquired flats. They were perfectly
willing to let us rent their apairt-
ments, with one little condition; all
we had to pay in addition to our
rent was a small purchase price for
the furniture, ranging from the low
price of $900 to the more elaboraté
$3,200. Of course there was also the
medium $1,200. .

A sixth party had “just” painted
her small flat and strangely enough
learned immediately thereafter that
she would have to leave town. We
could have the couple of rooms if we
were willing to recompense her for
the» effort in painting and the imagi-
nation shown in the color scheme

' which we had not seen; and all she

wanted was $150.

The seventh and eighth were quite
anxious to rent us ONE ROOM for
$13 and $15 PER WEEK. Location:
‘on the ‘outskirts of town. The ninth
would let us have four rooms if only
my wife would serve as her maid and
and all
WE had to pay was $45 per month
plus utilities.

' e
* But at least we received nine re-
plies! Then, just so we shouldn’t feel
that we hadn't exhausted every pos-
sibility we decided to put in another

advertisement. Since we were a bit
peeved we worded it as follows:

“Vultures, sharks do not “reply.
Don't want brand new old furniture,
or dirty just painted walls, or your
new 1910 sewing machine, or your
modern iceman-powered refrigerator,
all at bargain 1947 inflation prices.
Will pay rent but will not be your
chauffeur, butler, janitor, nursemaid

or factotum. Young couple, no chil-

into the picture also. The toesin will .
sound about the traditional attitude
of the Grand Old Party on the Negro
question. The party of Lincoln and
Frederick Douglas.

This situation will surely develop
in the South. There are millions of
potential Negro votes in this region.
White political rabble-rousers ‘will
not go on forever ignoring the pos-
sibilities which lie in the control of
these millions of potential votes.
White politicians in the South will
open their eyes to these millions ‘of
eligible Negro voters just as white
businessmen have opened their eyes
to the vast possibilities of a'Negro
market for their commodities,

. The fact is that the businessman
will take the lead. He will know that
in the long run, Bilbo and Bilboism
will only keep the South rolling in
ignorance, stupidity, rickets and
poverty. These disabilities do not
create a market for the products of
big business. They create only a
“market foyr ignorant and lacivious

Bible pounders, peddlers of quack |

medical nostrums, moronie earnivals,
snake doctors and the horde of *pass
the biscuits pappy” political moun-
tebanks who infest every state m
the South. #.

What Negroes will have to be on
the alert for is the chdnge ‘when it
comes. If they are not 6n the alert
they will become just another group
being used by a new crop of political
shysters. This disorientation of  the
Negroes is inherent in their struggle
for participation in the Democratic
Party primaries. Later they will be
voting in the Republican primaries or
in_the primaries of some new party
in the South.

All of these parties will he eapital-
ist parties: parties representing the

- capitalist exploiters. Negroes will
move from the plantations to the
cities and into the new factories.
Their wages will be higher and their
standard of living will rise. But they
will be mere pawns, just as the white
industrial workers are today.

One advantage-of this will be that

there will be a larger industrial®

working class and they will all be
together: white and black. Negroés
can and will play an important role
in this development. That is, they
will and can, provided they do not
get enmeshed in the net which will
be spread by the capitalist parties.

A very powerful political movement
of the white aiid Negro toilérs can
develop in the South, The trade unioh
ofganization of this section is going
forward. This movement is bound #b
increase Negro-white worker solidar-
ity on the economic front. This' can
be extended to the political front
through the development of independ-
ent working class pelitics divorced
from the Democrat and Republican
parties or ffom any new capitalist
party which may be formed. This is
something important for Negrées to
think about while they Ffight their way
inte the -primaries of the Democratic
Party. :

in Detroit

dren, metely w:mts apartment AT-
lantic ——.

This time, however, the agent for
the Detroit News would not take our
money so obligingly. Ohéno, you
can’'t run that ad. It might offend the
sensibilities of our readers. And so
we still need an apartment, I looked
through the ads in one issue of the
News. Plenty of ads for “whites only”
but of course nothing to offend any-
one’s sensibilities, Herman Benscn.

TUBERCULOSLS SUFFERER ASKS ACEWR TO
SEND CLOTHING, EQUIPMENT FOR BABY

The following letter was received
by the ACEWR this week. This letter
is typical of the patheti¢ joy' with
which packages are received by
those we help in' Europe.

° .

Dear Friends: .

I can't tell you about our joy when
we received your two packages of
clothing and I send you and the cdm-
mittee the most heartfelt thanks. We
can use everything very well since
we have to start from seratch with
everything since, we have nothing
left. There is a lot of talk about “re=
contruction” but we have been wait-
ing for this for two years. After all,
we have to eat up the soup the fas-
cists cooked for us. You can buy ab-
solutely nothing here.

Our greatest worry these days
were ‘ shoes for our little “girl, and
we were talking about how to get a

‘pair of very sturdy ones for her.

And that was exactly what was in .
the package! For her the joy was
doubly great. Dear {friend, forgive
me for being so imimodest to come
with request which perhaps you can-
not grant.

I' am expecting someéthing which
in niormal times is a cause for joy.
That is, an addition to the Family.
(This may be the last time.) If you

would be able to get me some baby
stuff we would be terribly grateful
to you. For we do mot know how to
get it here. It would be possible 'to
make it from old laundry, but this
unfortunately is non-existent, All we

own for instance so far as bed linea

is concerned is one set, and this is

hreakmg down from constant wash- -

ing and quick drying. So we are in

a bad fix, out of which You can help
us, perhaps,

As far as my health is concerned,
I feel a little better and will soon
get treatment in a sanatorium, Now
I close with fraternal greetings.

J. B, Frankfort, Germany.
®

The writer of this letter suffers
from tuberculosis. The ACEWR has
undertaken to send him regular food
packages, high in fat content, - to
help him on his road to health.

We ask, now, in the name: of this
man, for contributions of baby cloth-
ing, oils, talcum powder, safefy pins,
vitamms and most particularly, cas-
tile suap Any such contributions
may be sent to local chapter offices
or direct to the national office at 130
West 23rd ‘Street, New York 11, N. ¥,
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Editoriali

Indonesia’s
Freedom

The truee in the war between native Republi-
can troops and the Dutch imperialist army in
Indonesia does not mean an end to Indonesian
strife, Issuance of the cease-fire order by Presi-
dent Soekarno of the Indonesian Republic, paral-
leling a similar order by the Dutch, will delay
hostilities while a UN commission investigates,
but the core of the problem remains. That core is
the perpetuation of Duteh imperialist rule, backed
and buttressed by Brltlb]l and American 1mpena]-
ism.

Until the Dutch are ousted there can be no

“peace for Indonesia, no freedom for its people.

Therefore, while public attention Is diverted with
ecstatic reports of the truce, it remains the obli-
gatién of every person who despile! tyranny and
will not tolerate national oppression to join in
méunting ‘ah offensive of internatiohal mass protest
against Dutch imperialist policy and for Indonesian
independence.

. Hard pressed by U. S.-supplied-and-trained
Duteh troops who have been making advances,
the Indonesian Republic may have had no choice
but to yield to the request of UN Security Coun-
cil for an interruption of hostilities. There is*
nothing in the published reports of the truce,
however, to indicate that the Indonesians have
surrendered their stand by one iota. Even should
it happen that certain Indonesian leaders decide
to actommodate themselves to the pressure of the
UN, it will be impossible to stifle the striving of
the people for complete and unadulterated inde-
pendence. As it is, the UN commission will have
to act immediately on the request of Republican
Premier Amir Sjahriffoedin that the cease-fire
order include release of imprisoned Indonesians,
restoration of Repuhlican officials to their posts,
and its return of troops on both sides to the de-
marcation line of July 20 (when hostilities be-
gan). The truce, however, is an uneasy one. Heavy
fighting occurred the night of the truce at Madura
and other places. The Republicans aceysed the
Duteh of continuing “clearing actions.” There is,
in short, an explosive contest of interest that
cannot be eradicated by a truce or by simple UN
intervention.

In connection with the latter, it is especially
interesting for us to note the attitude of the Indo-
nesians to the United States. An effort has been
made to obscure (among other things) the scan-
dal of U. 8. arms assisting the imperialist attack
in Indonesia by trying to- make it appear that
the U. 8. government is in actuality sympathetie
to the independence fighters. That the Indone-
sians, at least, are not misled on this score is
amply revealed by their implied rejection of the

United States offer of mediation which was ac-

cepted by the Dutch. That they will gain little
more from the UN than from one of the three
(or two) powers that dominate the UN is beside
the point. What is to the point, especially for
us in the United States, is the meaning of the
Indonesian position for it imposes special obliga-

. tions on us—namely, to rip off the mask of U. 8.

imperialist hypoerisy, and to take such measures
of protest as will effectively end overt or sectet
gsgistance offered the Dutch by the govérnmental
representatives of Standard Oil and similar busi-
ness interests.

The Indonesian people wall gain nothing from
‘UN investigation. There is, in fact, so far as the
people of the world neéd to be concerned, nothing
to investigate. The land belonys, or should beléng,
Vo the people. The Dutch have usurped it, and ruléd
it, in collaboration with British and American busi-
ness interests. They have cruelly oppressed the
people. The Dutch imperialists want to continue
their control of Indonesia's 40,000,000 people.
These same 40,000,000 people want ho part of
Dutch rule; they want their independence. The
Duteh impermllsh are there. The Indonesians want
them out. What more do we need to know? Noth-
ing! There is no possible compromising of the issue,
not for long anyway.

Will the UN order the Duteh out of Indo-
nesia, which is the only solution that can be dc-
cepted. The. UN, like its predecessor the League
of Nations, is a kitchen of thieves. If it can be
made to act in the only acceptable way, it is by
raising such a hue and cry in the world that the
members of the commission, and the member na-
tions of the UN in general, feel the hot breath
of protest and demand in their respective coun-
tries, promising unceasing solidarity with the
Indonesian people, pressuring for independence,
preventing any shipments of supplies to the im-
perialist armies in Indonesia. We refer, by way
of illustration, to the refusal of dockers in Aus-
tralia to load goods destined for the Dutch in
Indonesia. We refer to such actions as the protest
of workers in Holland," against the government’s
course in Indonesia, We refer to such mass dem-
onstrations as are now being planned by the
Workers Party and other urganuatwns in the
United States.
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We miist not permit ourselves to be mitled Iay
the truce into accepting the falsehood that for the
time being there is nothing to be done! Wlulo pro-
test may hdve seemed more dramatic last week
while the troops were engaged in battle, it is no
less necessary now. There have been truces before
in the Indonesian war. They are temporary respites
in a battle which cannot end without utter annthi-
lation of the Indonesian resistance movement or
permanent ouster of every last Dutch soldier. WE
MUST SEEK TO PREVENT THE FIRST, AND DO
EVERYTHING WE CAN TO ACHIEVE THE SECOND.

In some respects the period of truce imposes
extra duties on us. It is’a period we can use to
DEMAND THAT THE DUTCH QUIT INDO-
NESIA. It is a period we can use to PREVENT
THE SHIPMENT OF SUPPLIES TO THE
DUTCH RULERS. It is a period we can use to
work up our own forms of SUPPORT FOR THE
INDONESIAN PEOPLE,
Totalitarians
In Rumania

Newspaper dispatches report t‘m;t the Peasant
Party of Rumania is being dissolved by the Ru-
manian Stalinist-puppet government and that its
leaders are being imprisoned. )

This action is part of a general tendency in
eastern Europe. The Stalinist puppet-regimes,
which do not enjoy mass popularity and which
are not based on a freely expressed democratic
choice of the masses, are attempting to tighten
their rule by taking punitive measures against all
opponent political groups. This is part of the nat-
ural development of Stalinism: its tendency to
totalitarianize whichever state it manages to gain
control of. For Stalinism is inherently and:by
every aspect of its composition and activity a
totalitarian movement; it is antithetical not
merely to the true democracy of socialism or to
the democratic character of the working class
socialist moyement; it is antithetical even to the
seraps of limited demoecraey which workers can
gain under a bourgeois democratic regime,

The present totalitarianization of eastern Eu-
rope has two purposes: (1) to tighten Stalinist
control in preparation for the oncoming inter-
imperialist struggle for Europe; and (2) to sup-
press; with typical Stalinist ruthlessness, the po-
litical oppositions of whatever character which.
resist the consolidation of the Stalinist regimes.

Now the Rumanian Peasant Party is not one
for which socialists have any sympathy or with
which they have any agreement. Rumanian poli-
ties are notoriously corrupt and it is more than

“likely that this party has its share of that cor-
ruption. It is a party of petty-bourgeois capital-
ism; it does not seem to have the degree of mass
‘support which the Polish Peasant Party has
among its peasantry. And it seems likely that the
Rumanian Peasant Party is working as an agent
or accomplice of Anglo-American imperialism.

Yet we believe that 1evolut10nary socialists
should protest against the oppression of this and "’
\similar parties by the GPU. To defend the demo-
eratic rights of, for example, the Polish Peasant
Party is not in any way to support its progiam.
On the contrary: we wish to réegain the workers®
democratic rights in eastern Europe precisely in
order to break whatever influence such a party
has on the masses,

But when the Stalinist terror regimes sup-
press these petty-boyrgeois or bourgeois patties;
when they arrest their leaders on tlumped -up
charges; when they use the suppression of these
parties as a means of and preparation for de-
stroying all other, including rdadical and socialist,
oppositions—then socialists must defend the civil
liberties of these parties, regardless of how wide
the area of political disagreement with them.

We are opposed to the totalitarian consolida-
tion of the Stalinist regimes in eastern Europe.
We take much the same stahd on this matter that
Trotsky did with regards to the situation in Hitler
Germany when he said that the undergrpund so-
cialist movement should fight for the political lib-
erties of all groups opposed to the totalitarian
Hitler regime. And we think that that is the
proper position for socialists to take.

On May 23, Gowdin (Buddy) Bush was kid-
napped from the Northampten county jail in
‘North Carolina by a lynch mob. The lynch mob
was cheated of its victim when Bush made a
break for freedom, and escaped into the swamps.
With attention focused on the incident by the
dramatic escape, public officials made a great
show about apprehending the lynchers. Seven
white men were accused @nd the grand jury was
asked to indict them. .

This week the Northampton County grand
jury sitting in Jackson, N. C., heard both cases;
namely the -accusations against Bush, and the
accusation against the lynchers. The grand jury
decided that Bush was innocent of the charge of
attempted “rape” of a white woman. Bush had
denied the charge all along. There wasn’t a shred
of evidence against him. The *verdict of this
Southern jury is proof of 4he absolute fraud be-
hind the charge. Southern juries are not known
for their liberality in considering evidence against
Negroes.

But if there weré no facts .at all to substanti-
ate the charge against Bush, the evidence against
the lynmch mob was substantial. The lynch mob
failed of its urpose, but it was a lynch mob
nevertheless. Yet, the jury, after a couple of min-
uteg of l‘]ehbmatmn. returned a no-bill against
the would-be lynchers.
~ The ease speaks for itself. We need add but
one comment: after the trial, Bush announced
that he would go to his uncle’s farm to live and
would not return to the saw mill where he has
been employed. “I believe I lost my job at the saw
mill, and it might be dangerous to return to Rich
Square.” '

Right to Vote

Negroes voting for the first time in Mississip-
pi’s Democratic primary, on the basis of a Su-
preme Court decision, were required to state on
oath that they would oppose FEPC, anti-poll tax
and anti-lynching legislation. We are pleased to
note that only a handful of Negroes availed them-
-gelveés of this particular right to vete.

‘ equal to or worse than they. suffered

ACTIO N

Russia's Economic Crisis—Il
By IRYING HOWE

Last, week we reported some of the information
which appeared in the London Economist about the in-
ternal economic crisis in Russia. We noticed then that
the current Stalinist economic plan is to Pplace the
heaviest burdens on the working class by imposing in-
creased “norms”
rates which in effect inean wage cuts. In its eagerness
to prepare for war production with which to defend its
imperialist position in Europe against rival imperial-
isms, the Stalinist régime has continued what is virtu-
ally a war-time regimen of labor discipline and wage
rates: it is sweating and starving its own working class

in order to maintain its military apparatus. These were

the conclusmns ‘which we drew from the facts presented
in last week’s column, !

Let us examine in further detail some of the mate-
rial presented by the Economist. In its report we learn
that certain important adaptations have taken place
in the Stakhanovist (speed up) system. The Economist
writes: “Payment by resultq, rewards for skill and
efficiency, progressive piece rates have been the g‘u)dmg
principles ever since the inception of Stakhanovism in
1935. The policy is now being pushed to new extremes.
Qutput above the standard norms is to be even better
rewarded than hitherto; the standard norms are to be
raiged; and often output below the standard norms is to
be penalized through decreasing scales of payment.
The new eollective agreements that are to be signed
between the industrial trusts and the tradé unions in
Ap}r{-il will embody these principles.” (My emphasis—
L H).

Let, us shp a mnmeni Two points sugges! themselves
:mmedioielr {a) The Russians are apparéntly learning
from the more "efficient” methods of American labor-
sweating. Where in the past they merely awarded Stak-
hanovists with extra pay for their speedup, they are now
adopitng another feature -of the infamous Taylor plan:

they are penalizing those who fall behind the "norms" -

which, in frae assembiyallne fashion, have been increased.
{b)_This speed-up is "dpproved" by the Russian "trade
unions.'" Not even the most conservative and reactionary
union in the U. S. would dare to do such a thing; the only
unions in the U. S. which in recent times dared openly
approve of the speed-up were, sighificantly enough, the
Stalinist-controlled unions during war-time. WORK MORE
FOR LESS.

The. Eeonomist comments on this situation: “The
worker (in Russia) will have to produce much more
than httherm not only in order to get bonuses and spe-
cial rewalds, but also:in order to earn his previous
minimum. At the same time control over the payment
of benuses is to be tightened up., Quiput above the
standard norm will from now on not be specially re-
warded if costs of production rise together with output.
Indeed in some industries lBwering of costs is to be
made the condition for the payment of bonuses.”

A similar change is to take place in agricultural
production. Previously wages had been paid on a com-
bination of time and piece rates. From now on, writes
the ‘Economist, ‘‘the uniform payment per working day
is abolished, and all agricultural wages are to be cal-
culated on the basis.of efficiency—that is, in relation to
harvests.” So that- when there are droughts or ecrop
failures. .. . g

. Yet despite all the measures :by which the Stalinist
bureaucracy is trying to force inereased produectivity, it
seems quite unlikely that it will be increased. As Keith.

of productivity and increased price '

Hutchison comments in The Nation of July 19, “...as
long as a vast majority of Soviet workers are ill fed,
as well as.ill housed-and ill elad, any considerable in-
crease in their productivity seems a lot to expeet.”
Whieh' is something of an understatement!

PEASANTS AND COLLECTIVES

The Economist contains some interesting informa-
tion on the Russian agnculturdl situation which is in
as considerable a crisis as the rest of the economy.

. the over-all situation is grim. Restoration of the
pl e-war grain output is not expected under three vears;
the figures of the last harvest have not been disclosed.
The peasants have failed to deliver their quotas of
grain to the government; and so the stocks for feeding
the urban populations must be low. . .. The technical
standards of farming, none too high even before, have
decayed. There have been acute shortages in every-
thing: tractors, dlaught animals, fertilizers, and skilled
agriculturalists. Only half the collective farms practice
rotation of crops; shallow ploughing is very common;

and wide stretches of land have been left to the weeds. .

The crop of flax has been only half the normal. . . .75
per cent of the pre-war sowing area in the western
provinces is again under cultivation; and the farms
there have about fifty per cent of th_eir cattle,”

(No doubt part of this picture of backwardness and
chaog can be eéxplained by the destruction wrought by
the war. But anly part. The failure, for instance, to
practice rotation of crops, which goes back beyond the
war, shows agdin that, Rissian agriculture remains,
despite a layer of mechanization on its top, fundamen-
tally backward and primitive.)

And now we have some sad news for those theo-
reticians who see Stalinist Russia as a "workers' state"
and who.in order to. crawl out of that highly embarrass-
ing position {or dilemma?) have been frantically search-
ing for a few backwoods peasants who owned a cow or
a' few chickens, so that they could chart the rise of
"capitalism” in Russia. The tendency has been, according
to the Economist, toward collectivization and away from
individual ownership, even among the small peasants.

M. ..nearly 12 rillion acres of collective land had been

unlawfully taken away from the Kholkhozes (during the
war—-]. H.) and have new been returned to them. If so
mueh land— four per cent of the tetal séwn area—had
been misappropriated by peasants, this would have been
a symptom of a revival of the peasantry's individualism

and of its continued opposition fo the collective system. .

But this has not been the case. Ten out of the 12 million
acres were 'misappropriated’ by factories, offices and
orgunimﬂons. During the war these had been allowed
(under the law of April 7, 1942) +o run their own 'aux-
iliary farms' on untilled Kholkhoz land for the benefit of
thejr employees and workers. . ., . Less than pne and a
haif million acres weré "misappropriafed’ by the peasants
themselves, The Government i not prepared to telerate
even this; and Mr. Andreev's Board for Kholkhoz Affairs
has resorted to draconic measures in order to restore all
the land to collective farms. If illicit private farming has,
in these years of chaos, revived on so small a scale—
one-half per cent of the sown acreage—then the conclu-
sion to be drawn is-that ihe :ollechve system has had
time to strike very deep...."

We should of course not draw the same conclusion
as the Economist for we do not identify Stalinist totali-
tarianism with genuine socialist colleetivism. But it is
clear that those people who are seeking for tendencies

toward private capitalism in the Stalinist Russia had

better be very patient; they are in for a long, long wait.

Korea: Suppressed Robbed,
Fought Over by Big Powers

By G. McDERMOTT

The United States government is
employing methods for ‘which Brit-
ish and Nazi imperialism earned
hatred. Korea is one of the places
that proves this. These methods in-
clude naked military rule, use of
quislings, seizure of property, and
suppression of natlve democratlc
mwements

“For the quium. this maan; mlserv

under decades of Jupnnese rule. As
a result, Koregns' hatred for Ameri-
can_jmperialism is equalled only by
their haited for Rifsian imperialism
which rules the northern half of
Korea. ' :

. The two greedy rivals have cut
the country in half, erecting a wall
between the industrial north and
agricultural south. This is respon-
sible for much of "the hardship that
Korea is suffering. The Russians in
Korea are the same totalitarian rob-
bers that they are elsewhere. This
article, however, is devoted to the
erimes of the American government.

Dyring the war, when Allied lead-
ers promised the peoples of the
world a rosy future, Roosevelt prom-
ised the Japanese ¢olony of Korea
independence. At the Moscow con-
ference, the Big Four announced
that Korea was to be a free and in-
dependent nation again. She was
considered to be an all§.

With the landing of American
troops, the truth began to come out.
Thé Korean “allies” were subjected
to the same military dictatorship as
were enemy countries. Representa-
tives of the Korean people were .
brushed aside and the Japanese Gov-
ernor of Korea, General Abe, was
asked to “keep order.” ¢ .

The Koreans hated their Japanese

They Promised
Freedom, but..."

tions had formerlv owne_d'BO per cent
of Korean land and wealth, with an-
other nine per cent owned by individ-
ual Japanese colonists. That owned
by individual colonists was seized and
sold by the military government.
Since most Koreans are. poverty-
stricken peasants, they could not buy
the land. Businessmen, landlords dnd
wartime profiteers could and did.

But the property owned by Japa-
nese corporations—80 per cent of
the national wealth in the American
zone—is now owned by the military
government. The militarists simply
vested title in the lands in them-
selves, Thus the U. S. Government
now owns what was formerly the
property. of the Japanese mas’oers.
Some liberation!

WAR PREPARATIONS

The army will not keep this tre-
mendous wealth, of course. But the
Korean: people won't get it either.
American imperialism is clever. As
in the Philippines, a native quisling
government will eventually be estab-
lished which will see that Wall
Street gets actual if veiled control
of the country. That's what the war
was fought for!

In the mean time, strategically lo-

for World War III. The Russians.

of 100,000 men in their zone. Again,
American imperialism is more, clev-

It has only a Boy Scout move-
ment. But what a Boy Scout move-
ment!

The "boys™ are 18 to' 35. They are
commanded by a geénéral. They are
sent to military schools directed by
Nazi-trained leaders who admit that
the movement is patterned affer the
Nezi Youth Corps. The Boy Scouts re-

cated Korea is being busily prepared

are drafting and training an army

ovérlords: As Japanese imperialism
went down to deféat, in many areas
tenants elected committees %o run
large estates and workers elected
tommittees to run factories. Ameti-
can bayonets stopped this.

'Then, Washington and Moscow
announced a five-year “trusteeship”
was to be set up by them for Korea.
The Koreans knew the word well.
The Japaneése had also set up “trus-
teeship” for Korea—and then sys-
tematically mbbed the country for
forty years.

The two imperialist rulers began
to look around for quislings. An in-
terim puppet government of native

"

Koreans was planned. However, no
one was declared eligible ewxcept
.those who agreed to trusteeship. The
only candidates were the Korean
Stalinists, so the plan fell through.

In thé meantime; the American
.commander (who rides around in a
luxurious private train formerly
owned by Hirohito) is aided by a
Korean Representative Democratic
Committee—appointed by himself!
The circles that he works with are
the large landlords, businessmen and
former friends of the Japanese.

The most hateful ‘actions of “the
American militarist  rulers center
atound the disposition of former Jap-
anese property. Japanese corpora-

ceive military supplies and money
from the U. S. Armv. An American
Colonel acts as "adviser" to the
movement. This force, 80,000 sirong
at this writing, is "unified in ‘its po-
litical views" during its training.

Latest note on the unhappy coun-
try is a news dispateh that the U. 8.
Far Eastern Air Force has made
plans to evacuate all American ci-
vilians from the country by air, just
in case.

The picture of what the master
imperialists in Washington do is
complete. First, they surpressed de-

. moceracy in Korea ‘Then they robbed '

it. Now they’re gelting ready to

fight over it.
L ]

RI0 CONFERENCE:

U S. HAS NEW: SCHEME
FOR LATIN AMERICA

By A. FERRARRA

Amid the sumptuous surmundmgs of Qu:tané
hina, exclusive Rio de Janeiro summer, resort for
Brazil's upperclasses, the foreign ministers of 9
Latin-American countries will gather on August
15 to hear-the United States air its latest scheme
to chain the 130 million people of Latin-Ameriea
to its military machine, In the hypocritical lan-
guage of diplomacy, this treaty has been publi-
cized as “a pact for the mutual de[ense of the
Western Hemispheére.” :

Let us examine the main provisions of this paés.
Joint military action by all sighatory ‘natiohs
against any act of aggression from within or with-
out the hemisphere is the first point. A jolnt mill-
tary staff to direct such military gctions is #o be
created at the next Inter-American conferehce at
Bogota in January, 1948. Joint military action
means a sharing of nulih:ry facilities as well as a
common plan. This provision, then, lays the “legal"
basis for the wholésale occupation of Latih-Amer-
ica by ‘the United States armed forces when war
breaks out with “unknown" aggressor and rival ‘of
American Imperialism, Russia. Given the millkdry
agreements beiig worked out with Canada, Amer-
ican armed might will prevail from the southern.
most tip of Tierra del Fuego to the arctic reaches
of the Hemisphere, the moment hostilities begin.

The second provision eliminates the possibility
that any nation will dare exercize the “right” to
be neutral. It states that when two-thirds of the
nations adhering to the pact agree to take mili-
tary action, all other member nations must EO
along with the action. Washington is supremely
confident it can always corrupt, bribe or threaten
a two-thirds majority into agreement. Thus, with
one stroke of the pen, Washington intends to wipe
away the only vestige of formal independence
small and weaker nations can elotm in time of
wair, the “right” not to be drawn into the imperi-
alist slaughter.

VISIT U. S. MILITARY BASE =~ ™

Should the Rio Conference adopt Washmjgton s
proposals and write such a pact; it would facili-
tate the conversion of Latin-America intd a vast
military base under the iron-handed coritrol of
the United States General Staff. But whether
Washmgtons plan is approved or not, there will
be no let up in the current drive to train and equip
Luatin-American armed forees with Ameériedn wia-
teriul, Already the United States has sold millions
upon millions of dollars worth of arms and other
equipment to most of the countries of Latin-
America. American guns, tanks and planes have
flowed in plentiful ‘quantities south of the Rio
Grande in recent months. Along with them have
gone American Military Missions to teach their
use. To widen and extend this plan to standardize
Latin-American military equipment and training
along United States linés, Truman has agked
Congress to pass a bill known as the “Inter-
America Military Cooperation Aect.” In all likeli-
hood, thtL measure will be passed at the next ses-
sion of Congress.

What ‘effects will Washington’s mllltary

‘scheines have on the political life of Latin-Amer-
ica? The claim is made that with the United -

States acting as sole supplier of armaments to the
continent, rivalries between the different coun-
tries will be kept in check and the onerous burden
of military costs be lightened.

A look at the events ledding up to the Rie Con-
ference serves to dispel this brazen falry tale. The
truth is, the United Stafes has been' fcm“flpg an
armaments race in Latin-America, While ' refusing
to sell military equipment to Argenflnn. Washington
has been raising Argentina's neighbon to mmlm‘y
“equality” by fnrnishlng them with urms. But Wash-
ington ‘has not based its refusul to sell arms I'o

‘Peron oh the ground that his govetnment is dicka-

totial and has expansionist ambitions, bit on #he
ground that Peron had not complied with thé Act bf
Chapultapec by expelling former Nazi agents and
liquidating Nezi holdings in Argentina, Now that
Peron has "complied,"” Washington will equip
Peron's army; the larges¥ in Lafin-Amerleq, if he
signs the Rio pact as Washington wants It.

This is how Washington brings peace to the
Western Hemlsphere Not by calling for a general
reduction in armaments, but by daﬂglmg its sup-
ply of deadly weapons as bdait to win the support
of Latin-Ameri¢an countries to ils preparations
for World War 111,

" AN ATTACK ON THE PEOPLE

“What are the effects of Washingtoi’s plans on
the internal politics of the various Latin-Ameri<
can nations? There can be no doubt that the ém-
phasis on military preparations str engthens thc
hands of the military cliques, those nests of » éac-
tion as Trotsky once deséribed them. In the name
of the Truman Doctrine, Hemispheri¢ defénse
and “security, not only outright dictatorial gov-
ernments, but the so-called “progressive” and
“Bemocratic” regimes in Brazil and Chile, to name
but two, are unleashing a savage oﬁ‘enswe, osten-
sibly against the Stalinist parties, but in reality
against the wmkmg classes in thelr respectwe
countries;

Already the blood of Chileah workers has beén
shed by thé Chilean army, one’ of "thets” beifg
equipped with American arms. ‘And because &co-
nomic difficulties are multiplying af the presenl‘
fime for the compradore boufgeoisie of Lafin-

America, It is a cerfainty they will utitire the ideo-
logical and material weapons provided by Ameri-
can imperialism to erush ¥he muasses.

The American workers and their organitations
must speak out and condemn the Rio paet and
every other expression of Washlhg'tons plan to
imprison- the Americas in a military straig
jacket. They must do so not only to demonsty ate
solidarity with these oppressed, semi- colonial pebd-
ples, but also to'defend ‘their own interests. The
more Washington’s reactiondary plans suceeed in
Latin-America and Europe, the more confidently
will the American ruling-class advance its attack
on the masses at home. It is from this’viewpoint
that we present this and othet” articlés that “will
deal with developments at th'e Rio Conference,

) /
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LABOR ACTION "

.

We herewith publish the opening section of a
pamphlet on fighting the rent increase and evic-
tions, written by Irving Howe for the Workers
Party. The pamphlet will appear soon, and will
sell for five cents. Orders may be sent in now.

HIS is a call to action. Every word in this pam-

phlet is intended as preparation for action by
tenants in the present crucial rent situation. LEvery
word is meant as ammunition in the desperate fight
which American tenants have to wage against the land-
lords’ attempt to raise rents. In that spirit this pam-
phlet. is written; in the same spirit, wé hope, it will be
read; and most important of all, in the same spirit IT
WILL LEAD TO TENANT ORGANIZATION AND
ACTION! )

What we have to say is very simple. We propose that
tenants get together and organize on a Im.use-io-house
basis. We propose that tenants refuse to pay any more
rent by taking a firm, united stand against the land-
lords. And that while they are doing this, they also or-
ganize to fight evictions in their neighborhood.

To achieve this aim, we propose the following spe-
cific steps: .

" (1) ORGANIZE THE /TENANTS IN YOUR
HOUSE*® OR BLOCK. Each house should have a ten-
ants’ committee, which represents the tenants as a
whole and is elected by all the tenants. This committee
‘should serve as the executive organ of the tenants, lead-
ing their fight. Tenant committees of the houses in a

given neighborhood should get together to coordinate

their work and help each other.

A CALL TO ACTION BY THE WORKERS PARTY

Don’t Fay More Rent! Fight Against Evictions!

(2) The first point on the agenda of the tenants’
committee should be a UNITED RESISTANCE TO ANY
LANDLORD ATTEMPT TO RAISE RENTS! Under the law,
you don't have to pay more rent...unless you agree.
And there's no reason to agree. As we will show later
in this pamphlet, the landlords are making UNPRECE-.
DENTED profits. To agree to rent increases is to give
yourself a wage cut. Agree in tenants’ meetings to re-
fuse rent increases in a body. DON'T PAY MORE RENT!

(3) There will unquestionably be a wave of land-
lord attempts in the next few months to evict a great
many tenants. They will use all sorts of pretexts—‘“‘ren-
ovations,” “need the place for themselves” and other
legal dodges allowed by the jelly-fish “rent control” bill
recently passed by Congress and signed by the Presi-
dent. IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THIS WILL BE
THE MAIN DANGER! As soon as a landlord serves

" an eviction notice, get your tenants together; try to gét

the help of your neighbors. and the neighborhood ten-
ants’ organization; and get busy.

How to‘Fight Evictions
(4) WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF AN EVICTION
NOTICE !—Tenants should utilize all possible legal
technicalities to fight eviction moves. (If court action
- is indicated, cheap legal aid can usually be had from
local trade unions and tenant organizations.) But re-
member that this is a fight that has to be fought by the
tenants the{nselves; it can’t be left in thé hands of law-
yers, even yolr lawyers. That means tenants threatened
with evieticii must do the following: '
' (a) USE MASS PRESSURE." Run picket lines
around the house you live in or around the office of your
landlord. If the landlord is a bank or an insurance com-

‘

pany with offices in the main part of town—so much the
better; picket those offices where thousands of people
will see. LET THE PEOPLE KNOW THAT “X” IN-
SURANCE COMPANY OR “Y” BANK OR “Z” REAL
ESTATE COMPANY IS TRYING TO THROW TEN-
ANTS OUT IN THE STREET! _—

(b) GET WIDE PUBLICITY. Newspapers are sen-
sitive to the rent problem these days. Notify the papers

" that you're going to picket. Have attractive placards.

Get wives and children out too; they're affected as much
as anyone. Use imaginative stunts that will be good
for pictures; in New York City some veterans pitched
pup tents in front of the landlords’ offices.

(¢) GET POPULAR SUPPORT. Get all sorts of

organizations—trade unions, veterans’ groups, neigh-
borhood clubs—to support you. Let them make misera-
ble the life of the landlord who wants to throw you out,
by bombarding him with protests, petitions. In that
way the landlord will know that he has the great mass
of the population against him. And get these organiza-
tions to join you in your picketing.

(d) If the eviction procedure goes through, remem-
Ber the United Auto. Workers Flying Squadrons plan in

Detroit which promised to put back the furniture of ,

any one who was evicted. That idea can be applied else-
where. NO ONE SHOULD BE THROWN INTO THE
STREET JUST BECAUSE A LANDLORD WANTS
'I\t_[ORiE_ PROFIT! S,

Organize for an Offensive!

(5) Tenant organization should work hand in glove
with the labor movement of its city. Most tenants are
themselves workers and union members. A jump in rent
is the same as a cut in wages. If the union fights against

wage cuts, it should fight against rent increases. Get
the unions out to help you; get them to set up housing
committees for their city or area. The unions can and
should be the bulwark of the tenants’ fight.

(6) Don't only take defensive measures; organize for
the offensive. Make a strict check on the services given
you by your landlord. If any essential services are not
provided, report him to your local Board of Health or
Department of Housing or their local equivalent. You
also have the right fo request rent decreases from the
local Office of Rent Control in cases where services
have been decreased. Be vigilant in defense of your
rights. '

(7) Tenant organizations cannot concern them-
selves only with local issues. So long as there'is no ade-
quate. housing program, there’ll be a rent crisis. Toge-
‘ther with trade unions, veteran groups and neighbor-
hood clubs they should fight for such things as:

(a) Local legislation to declare a complete mora-
torium on evictions so long as thére is a housing short-
age.

(b) Local or state legislation to impose air-tight
ceilings on rents. ' : '

(¢) An adequate housing program_to relieve the
present shortage.

These, then, are a few of the things that have to be -
done immediately. Wherever there is a branch of the
Workers Party—a party of militant socialism which
fights for the rights of the workers and of all the poor
—it stands ready and eager to help in the rent fight.
That is why the Workers Party is publishing this pam-
,phlet. In many areas, the Workers Party and its mem-
bers are already deep in the fight in behalf of tenants”

rights. -

Hangings and Deportations Highlight Palestine
War Between British Imperialists and Jews

By AL FINDLEY
The following three news items,

epitomizing the Jewish problem, ap-:

peared in the press on Wednesday,
July 30: ’

@ NEWS ITEM: A large, quantity of
soap;, manufactured from the bodies
of Jewish concentration .camp vic-
tims, was buried today in the Buko-
vina Jewish cemeteries with religious
services. . )

@ News Ttem: 4,500 Jews aboard
three British deportation

ships ar-.

rived at French ports and refused to

land. They declare they “will mnot
land as long as they are alive.”

@ News Item: British hang three Ir-
gunists. Irgun announces it will hang
two British sergeants.

To these items appearing on ihe
same day. should be added an earlier
one: “United States Congress ad-
journs without action on the Stratton
"billy which would allow some DPs to
enter the U. 8.

EMPIRE VERSUS JEWS

It is not hard to understand what
is driving the Jews to migrate to
Palestine. The first news item would
be’ sufficient illustration. But to that
is added the general decay and mis-
ery of post-war capitalist and  Sta-
linist European society, plus the per-
sistence and the continued growth of
anti-Semijtism in Poland, Hungary
and Rumania. What would be hard
to understand is that the Jews
should choose to remain. To the Jew-
ish DPs, the need for a new home
is one of life and death.

It is this deep-rooted feeling and

need that the British Empire stifles.’

The disintegrating British Empire
that once ruled the world now finds
itself impotent as against its rivals,
the American and Russian imperial-
ists. Its colonial empire is. falling
apart in India, Burma, etc. But there
is still one group that the imperial-
ists of Britain can dominate — the
helpless Jewish immigrants to Fal-
estine. The British Navy rammed and
boarded the Exodus 1947 outside
Palestinian territorial waters and put
the 4,500 refugees on three small
vessels lacking food, waler and air,
and shipped them back to the hell
they had escaped. No longer are the
~ British satisfied with sending these

refugees to the conceniration camps-

of Cyprus, where they at least have
the consolation of a limited priority
in agmission to Palestine. This time
the Foreign Office has set out to show
thise “d—n Jews”’” who rules the
waves. Back they go to the port of
embarkaiion—France.

Some Jewish journalists have at-
tributed this viciousness to the per-
sonality of Bevin. How simple! But
British cruelty to the Jews is not
the result. of personality or party. It
began with the ‘conservative Church-
i1l in 1920, continued with the liberal
Lord Samuels and the laborite Lord
Pasfield, reached a height of vicious-
ness in the “White Paper” of:Cham-
berlain and remained ‘the policy of
war and post-war democratic Eng-
land.

These men have this in common:
They place “national” interests above
anything else; they desire to per_pet-
uate the Empire as long as possible.

Jews Can't Tell
One from t'Other
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For the sake of the Empire they are
willing to sacrifice whatever liberal,
human or “socialist” ideals they
possess. The disintegrating British
Empire is desperately attempting to
maintain its grip on the Near East.
For that it needs the support of large
sections of the Arabian, ruling class.
The needs of the land-starved, usury
ridden Arab peasani; the ‘desperate
need of the Jews for a haven, are of

/
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no importance as compared even
with a temporary continuation of the
Empire.

ZIONISTS DISCUSS ATTITUDE

These truths seem to be trickling
into the .minds of the leaders of
Zionism, as can be seen by the re-
ports that alll parties in- Palestine
are now engaged in discussion for a
fundamental re-evalution of their
attitude toward England. Prof. Bro-
detsky, English, member of the Jew=

ish Agency, declared that “the ac-
tions of the British toward the 4,500
Jews on the Exodus 1947, ends all
hope of cooperation between the
Jews and England.” The complete

rupture of relations between the -

British occupation authorities and
the Jewish populalion through mass
civil disobedience, that had’ been de-
cided on a year and a half ago and
given up under pressure from bour-
geois Zionists, is once again being
talked about.

The Haganah, after a long period
of inactivity, has swung into action
again, attacking a radar station and
blowing up a deportation ship. The
“Neemunei Hamaree” group of mili-
tants in the Haganah, issued another
demand for continued militant re-
sistance by the Haganah. J

Whether this militancy on the part
of the official leaders of Zionism will
endure, remains to be seen, the prob-
abilities are that with the first minor
corfcession on England’s part, such as
sending the 4,500 to Malta or Africa,
their militant talk . will evaporate.
Only the rank and file of the Jewish
workers can see to it that militant
resistance is continued.

HANGINGS, COUNTER-HANGINGS

The utter disregard. of the impe-
rialists for the lives of their own
soldiers and the futility of the ter-
rorist policy of the Irgun and Stern
groups can bé seen from the *hang-
ings and counter - hangings of last
week. : g

The British condemned to death
three Irgunists for participating in
the attack on Aecre prison. Disre-
garding an appeal from the UN In-
vestigating = Committee, the -death
sentences were confirmed. The Irgun,
claiming that they were engaged in
military espionage, kidnapped twb
British sergeants and let it be known

that they would 'be hanged if the'

three Irgunists were executed. The
kidnappers were punished by the
imposition of military law on Na-
thanya and other Jewish communi-
ties, but the combined efforts of the

British house - {0 - house search and
Haganah action were unable to find
the kidnapped soldiers. iy

The British government knew that
the kidnapped soldiers would be
hanged. Yet on Tuesday, July 29, the
Irgunists were executed. During the
iast two years close to 200 British
soldiers have been killed by under-
ground activities. What are the lives

" of ‘two ‘nidre When the life of the

Empire is coricerned? The Foreign
Office is- willing to sacrifice ten, or
one hundzed times ten, if it will help
the “City” (London equivalent of
Wall Street) maintain its rule.

The Jewish population is expecting
strong repressive measures as a re-
sult of the hangings. What they will
be, no one knows. However, the High
Commissioner ‘has announced that
last year's martial law will not be
reimposed. Apparently the British
have learned that such action is fu-
tile 'and only angers the population
into greater sympathy with the ter-
rorists. The government will con-
centrate its efforts toward forcing the
Jewish Agency into active struggle
against the terrorists.

DEMAND TROOPS GET OUT

While the government isldeciding
on -what repressive ‘actions it will
take, it is closing its eyes to terror-
ist actions by fear-drunk soldiers and
police, who twice invaded Tel-Aviv.
The first time they indiscriminately
shot and killed five Jews and de-
stroyed’ property; then ran amok in
armored cars at the funeral of their
five victims, injuring thirty - three
more.

This complete demoralization of
occupation troops is nothing new. It
is the fate of all troops who face a
hostile population and has always
happened. These troops have a ten-
dency to later become the tools of
the most demagogic and reactionary
elements of the home politicians, In
the Palestinian situation, because of
the close conmection between anti-

Semitism and fascism, these troops
are becoming ripe for Mosley’s Union
.of British Fascists. At home, too,
these incidents are being used by
Moslby. For the first time in modern
history, anti-Semitic pogroms (or-
ganized by the. fascists) took place
in three cities in England last week-
end. The. continued pccupation of
Palestine by British troops, will in-
evitably bireed more incidents, which
will be grist for the fascist mill. It
is therefore of immediate inferest to
the British working class to demand
the immediate return of fthe troops.

The policy of the Irgun and Stern
groups is a terrorist ome. Terrorism
to us is not a term of abuse. It is
the term applied to the killing of
oppressive rulers or their agents, in
the belief that with the killing of an
individual here and there the atten-
tion of the people will be aromsed
and that this slow attrition will force
the oppressors to abandon or modify
their policies. That is the declared
aim of the Irgun and Stern groups.

Whether their aims and objects are

justified or not, their method is a
futile one. It substitutes the actions
of a few brave people for mass ac-
tion by the entire population. In Pal-
estine it has simply served the Brit-
ish as a FORMAL (not real) pretext
for imposing restrictions on the pop-
ulation, for hanging seven Jews in
the last six months.

The hanging of the two Brilish
JSoldiers has evoked an unprecedent-
ed flow of moral indignation. Start-
ing from the Colonial Ministe®, Zion-
ist leaders, the heads of both Juda-
ism and Christianity and the usuial
assortment of liberals all have joined
in an outpouring of moral preach-
ments. We for our part do not share
this moral indignation against the
Irgun. While opposing their action
and policies as futile and reaction-

| ary, we direct our indignation against

the oppressors, those who “legally”
murdered three misguided youths,
thosé who prevent harassed and per-
secuted refugees from finding a
haven.
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Say “No!” To the Landlord-lff’

(Continued from page 1)

this question? First we tell the land-
Tord “NO." We ORGANIZE as' ten-
ants to ‘resist the lapdlords. We or-
ganize in the apartment building, in
the block, in the area, in the WHOLE
CITY. We refuse to pay more rent.
We -are paying far too much: rent
now. tell the landlord we will
only accept LOWER RENT, not
higher rent.

There is something else we have
to watch for: that is the attempt of
the landlords to get higher rent by
refusal to paint and make repairs.
We demand repairs and new paint
just as before.

We can do all these things if we

are organized as tenants. There are
more tenants than landlords. One
landlord, may be renting out a hun-
dred houses or a thousand apart-
ments. But that’s one hundred or a
thousand people against ome. That's
true, however, only if the thousand
are organized. We are organized in

the factory against the employer,
let's get organized in the street
against the landlord.

Suppose some hard-headed and ar-
rogant landlords try eviction proce-
dures. There are all sorts of land-
lord-made laws about how and un-
der what conditions fenants may be
evicted. The law varies from state
to state. But, ORGANIZATION will
take care of attempts at evictions.
Evictions can be stopped by tenants,
provided we are organized.

During the depression the unem-
ployed workers organized in the Na-
tional Unemployed League, stopped
evictions. Hundreds and sometimes
thousands of the unemployed would
assembled at the home of the fellowy

worker who was to be evicted. When -

the deputy sheriff or the constable
came with the eviction notice, he was
not favorably received. There were
times after the family had been
evicted and the furniture placed on
the sidewalk that the unemployed

organization would carry the furni-
ture back into the house.

There are many ways to take care
of this disgraceful attempt of the
landlords to raise rents. But abso-
lutely nothing effective can be done
unless tenants are organized. We
must be organized so that we can
protect ourselves! )
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By HERMAN BENSON

DETROIT—The utter futility of the
present political policy of the labor
movement is about to be proved for
the thousandth time in the Detroit
municipal campaign. This time, the
proof may take the form of a public
farce, '

Mayor Edward Jeffries has an-
nounced his candidacy for a fifth
term. Here is a partial list of. labor
leaders, politicians and publicists
who have already openly pledged
their endorsement to Jeffries or who
have hinted quite broadly that they
might do so:

(1) The Communist Party of Mich-
igan in recent issues of its weekly
paper, The Michigan Herald, has
praised Jeffries for assorted empty
gestures on behalf of the “peepul.”
Those who know the Stalinist meth-
odology have no doubt where they
stand.

(2) United Public Workers, CIO,
controlled by the Stalinists, was
quoted %in the press via its head,
Yale Stuart,sthat it intended to sup-
port Jeflries regardless of what any-
one else did. .

(3) Tracy Doll, fellow traveler of
the CP in the UAW, who has been
rewarded for his services by eleva-
tion into the presidency of the
Wayne County CIO, praised Jeffries
at the recent Detroit CIO conven-
tion for a “job well done.”

(4) George Edwards, president of
the Common Council of Detroit, has
publicly pledged his support to Jef-
fries and has disappointed his fol-
lowers by withdrawing from the
mayoralty race. Edwards owes his
rise to political face and fortune to
the support of the UAW, of which
he is a member. For a long while
he has tried to balance himself be-
tween the factions in the UAW in
order to have the support of all for
his political career but by now he
has reluctantly identified himself
with the anti-Stalinist camp. Fear-

“ing that he would be unable to defeat

Jeffries, he has endorsed him!
«(5). Two of the three local Negro
weeklies do not know what they

‘will do. The editor of the Detroit

Tribune indicated that they might

_support * Jeffries if he is the lesser

of “two evils.” A spokesman for the
Michigan Chronicle said speculative-
ly: “There’s an old saying: if you
can't beat 'em, join 'em.” This philo-
sophical outlook would indeed be ap-
preciated by the Negro victims of
police assassinations in the 1943 riots
...if only they weren't so dead.

TOUGH JOB
And so a glorious hour of good
will seems to be striking in Detroit

The Campaign in Detroit

Examines Record
And Backing of
‘Mayor Jeffries

politics. Everybody seems to be ral-
lying to the standard of His Honor,
the Mayor. However, you can always
count on us! We have no intention of
getting stuck in ‘this thick“olasses .
of hypocrisy. i

There is nothing novel .in seeing
all sections of the labor movement
scurry to scrape up votes for some
capitalist politician. But generally
the labor leaders feel obliged to
prove that the man they support is
a “friend of labor” or the “lesser of
two evils” (or some other such pro-
fundity). It will be a performance
well worth watching when the labor
officials furn over backwards to hail
Jeffries as a “pro-labor” candidate.

Jeffries, is a Republican or at least
enough of a Republican to have: run
in the last primaries for the Repub-
licdn 'nomination for governor. We
oppose him no more and no less as
a Republican than as a Democrat.
Both are the political tools of the
capitalislt class. But we remind our
readers that the labor  officials have
always opposed the formation of a
Labor Party because it might lead
to the election of Republicans! The
Stalinists, who have harped most
monotonously on this theme, are. the
first to support Jeffries. :

In 1941 Jeffries was elected to his
second term as mayor with the sup-
port of the CIO. His opponent de-
nounced him as a man supported by
“radicals” and special interests (la-
bor). By 1943 Jeffries had won the
acclaim of fascist and Ku Klux ele-
ments in Detroii for his public en-
dorsement of the murder of Negroes
by the police during the riots and for
his open adherence to the theories
of racial segregation. In the elections
of 1943 and again in 1945 he was op-
posed by the CIO, which spent hun-

.dreds of thousands of dollars to de-

feat him; but he won re-election
nevertheless in campaigns which
were unmatched in their appeals to
anti-union and anti-Negro senti-
ments., He attacked the CIO-support-
ed candidates fmen supported by
“radicals” and ‘special interests (la-
bor and Negroes) who want to es-
tablish a CIO dictatorship in the
community.

And now-for a “good job, well
done” is he to get the support of °
workers in general and Negroes in
particular?
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Notice to New York City Readers of
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL is now on sale on all leading
newsstands in Manhattan and the Bronx. You may purchase . -
your August issue from your favorite stand.
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