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Monopolists Get Stranglehold
On American Economic System

The meaning of free enterprise is made abun-
dantly clear by the following article whi¢h we re-
print from the “People’s Lobby Bulletin.” It pro-
vides all the evidence necessary to prove that “free
enterprise” in the minds and in the practice of big
business is the right and privileges which ac-
company their economic activity consisting in en-
gulfing the wealth of the nation in theéir hands
through an enormous exploitation of the working
population. ;

Just what their cries for the rights of business
and “free enterprise” mean can be seen in the light
of the following figures, which indicate how monop-
oly capitalism has a complete stranglehold on the
economy of the country. *

We publish this article all except the last two
paragraphs which deal with the right of the gov-
ernment to take back the wealth which it granted
so freely to these merchants of profit. In calling for
the socialization of much of the wealth controlled
by the billionaire corprations, the Bulletin declares
that it is not in favor of confiscation but.proposes
purchase. Imagine, buy back what successive capi-
talist governments gave to big business in the form
of billions of dollars in the natural wealth and land
which the country possesses.

Yes, we are for confiscation. And we are for so-
cializing the great wealth of the nation, natural and
that created by the toil of millions of every genera-
tion, without compensating with a penny the profit-
eers who, by plunder, graft, thievery and the sim-
ple buying of government, have come to control so
much land and natural resources which formed the
basis of their great wealth.—Editors.

9.

The United Press reports.there are now forty-
five concerns, financial, industrial and transporta-
tion, having over one billion dollars of assets.

Their total assets are about $103.5 billion, or $3.5
billion less than fifteen months ago, due t6 Treasury
calling of securities held by financial institutions, in
the government’s program of debt retirement.

The United Press reports the twbo new members
of the Billion Dollar Club are the First Bank. Stock

* Corporation .of Minneapolis - with assets' of $1,104

million, and the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insur-
ance Co. of §pringfield, Mass.; with assets of $1,085
million. ‘

The following ecighteen companies have assets of
over §2 billions 2 : :

Company _ i . Assets
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. ........ $8,045,443,467
.. Bell: Telephone. £0: .u.umsprssrsrrsssseneesss - 1,380,925,721
Prudential: Ins: Co. of America ... 6,829;642,249

Bank of America.N. T. & 8. A. ... 5,638,321,000

Chase National Bank of N. Y. ...cccceee
Equitable Life Assurance Society ......
New York Life Ins., Co. wvevcernrnnreninens
Guaranty Trust Co. of N. Y
Standard Oil Co. (N. J.)
Manufacturers Trust Co. of N, Y. ...
Continental Ill. Bank & Trust Co. ......
Pennsylvania Railroad ... SRR AP, i
First National Bank, Chicago ......
General Motors Corp. .oeensenn
Northwestern Mutual Life Ins. Co.....
John Hancock Mutual Life Ins. Co.... 2,037,5605,696
U. 8. Steel Corp. ..cce.e. T e 2,003,517,407

The occupational distribution of membership in
the Billionaire Club is:

4,860,5681,123
4,273,313,396
4,026,689,280
2,841,800,875
2,659,987,889
2,250,225,889
2,227,056,285
2,180,349,028
2,097,755,803
2,079,607,229
2,052,432,683

Banking and finance ..., L s 18
Insurance—life, fire and marine ........ A 12
Tranaportation.  ttandsmaspeisedvmmmsasiosa 0
Industrial ... ST TRRIR B R Er ot 9

The most significant facts about the 45 princes
of plutocracy are that all of them are affected with
a public interest; and most of them either operate
under an exclusive charater from some government
agency, federal, state or loeal, or seek exclusiveness
in their respective fields and have some special privi-
lege,

The total assets of these 46 companies—$103.6
billion—is about one quarter of the national wealth,
at present highly inflated prices.

Banks, through Congressional legislation, are
allowed to manufacture.credit, and theoretically they
may extend credit up to ten times the amount of
their deposits though usually it is. restricted to two
or three times as much—but this is legislative vel-
vet for provate profit.. )

Life and fire insurance companies enjoy a quasi-
monopoly through legislative action, and bitterly and
successfully fought the efforts of former Republican
Congressman Charles M. LaFollette of Indiana-to
bring them under the anti-trust law, and to regu-
late them. e

The six railroads in the -Billionaire Club are
Pennsylvania, New York Central, Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Fe, Union .Pacific, Southern Pacific. and

. ‘Baltimore & Ohio. The three western roads are all

land-grant railroads, while the other three have re-
ceived valuable franchises and grants of city lands.
Among the nine industrial giants, garnering of
special privileges has been the specialty of Bell Tele--
phone, U. 8. Steel, Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey,
General Motors, Consolidated Edison Co. of New
York and E. I. du Pont de Nemours Co. _
U. 8. Steel got the government steel plant in: Utah

for about one fifth of the cost of construction—..

which the taxpayers of America paid for, *,
Privileges include monopoly of land and other
natural resources, patents, tariffs and franchises.

National City Bank of N. Y. icivune. . 4,873,737,691

Mdyor Jeffries Seeks Political
Support from CIO in Michigan

By HERMAN BENSON
Workers Party Candidate
For Mayor of Detroit

DETROIT—The Wage Earner, pub-
lished by the Association of Catholic
Trade Unionists, is quite pleased that
Mayor Jeffries was introduced at the
recent Wayne Council Council 6f the
CIO “as a great pal of organized la-
Bor.” According to the editor, there
is a 1ot of truth in this praise of Jef-
fries. And he says: “There never was
any good reason for the CIO to em-
bark upon its costly crusades against
Jeffries in the first place.”
" Not true! Not true! The “crusades
against Jeffries” prove the opposite.
The Wage Earnér has things upside
down. We are presented with a dra-
matic illustration of the stupidity ef
the present CIO political policy of
seeking out “friends of labor.” Sup-
port to Jeffries NOW, as before, is
a desertion of the real interests of
the workers. . _
In twg campaigns, in 1943 and in
1945, Mayor Jeffries centered a se-
ries of especially vicious attacks
against the CIO and against the Ne-
gro people. In both years he had been
badly beaten in the primaries and
in desperation he appealed to the
most backward, most degenerate,
most reactionary prejudices of the
middle class elements and of the in-
experienced, backward workers. He
had to whip himself up into a frenzy
of reactionary demagogy in order to

rally these elements who did not

have enough interest to vote in the
primaries, to flock to the polls in tl'_u:
final #lectioni®nd oyercome the big
primary leads of his opponents. With
the aid of the pro-capitalist Free
Press and News, which turned out
daily front-page h3eterical editori-
als concocted of pure lies, he ap-
pealed to his poor dupes to vote
against a “CIO dictatorship” and
save America. .

Vague, mysterious rumors circu-
lated about the “plot” by the labor
“harons” to “coerce” the “poor work-
ers}!
Front-page daily editorials were not
enough. These veiled ‘hints “were
printed on little one-inch cards -_and
scattered anonymously by fascistic
groups on the streets.

In June, 1944, at a speech before
the Executive Club of Chil:agq, a
capitalist outfit, Jeffries summarized

his real opinions about the labdr.

movement. gs. follows: ... . |

into voting against Jeffries.

“The labor union i5 the best exam-
ple of complete regimentation exist-
ing in the country today.” And he
also sald: “Under this (union) sys-
tem, a new species of industrial
baron is being created—the men who
éontrol the shop committees. Under
this sys_t'em an industrial worker can
get-ahead only on the basis of senior-
i‘ -”

{!eﬁ'ries, the *“friend of labor,”
yearns for the good old non-union
“red-apple days” when seniority did
not curse our gr-r-r-reat American
democracy.

Richard T. Frankensteen, his op-
ponent  in the 1945 elections, de-
scribes the above speech in these
words; “He then attacked the Amer-
jean Federation of Labor, the CIO,
anfl ' ALL of organized labor. He spe-
cifically smeared the seniority sys-
tem of union .protection. He at-
tacked the principle of the closed
shop.”

These are FACTS made public in
1945 by the Wayne County Council
Political Action Committee (CIO).
Its chairman at this time was a man
named Tracy Doll. Was this “the job,
well done”? Is this why Doll now
praises Jeffries?

The Detroit Street Railway strike
of April, 1946, showed Jeffries in his
true colors. Just before the strike,
he said:

«I'anticipate...that if a strike is

"

CiOo 'Pl'ck_efs Sho_w Slt'rong-Arm

By WALTER JASON
DETROIT—Like a breath of fresh
air in the stale atmosphere of class
collaboration came the militant dem-
onstration of the UAW-CIO flying
squadrons at Clinton, Mich, to
smash the union-busting tactics of
Don Thomas, president of the strike-
bound Clinton Machine Company.
Organized and led by Emil Mazey,
co-regional director of the powerful
East Side region, the UAW-CIO
pickets put a stop to picket line
cfashing and gave Michigan employ-
ers something to think about.
“We'te going to demonstrate to
employers’in small towns that they
are not going to push our workers
around, * Mazey told the workers
over - the -microphone. “This demon-

called it will be a long one. If they
call a sirike, the city will be with-
ont transportation only until public
opinion is sufficiently aroused TO
JUSTIFY THE TURMOIL THAT
ACCOMPANIES THE BREAKING
OF A STRIKE.” And when the
strilke was called, Jeffries proposed
that the Common Council break the
strike by licensing private operators
of jitneys at $1.00 a head.

If Jeffries keeps his real anti-
union ‘purposes under. cover, it is
only because his defeat for the Re-
publican nomination for Governor
hag taught him te look for new roads
to “pyblic opinion.” He has learned
that public opinion does not yet jus-
tify - “the turmoil that accompanies”
union-wrecking. So he must bide his
time. .

A JOB “WELL DONE"”

Jeffries' police force escorted scabs
in the telephoné strike. After a big
picket demonstration in April, 1947,
broken up by the police, Leon A.
Cousens, attorney for the wunion,
charged that police should have
maintained order by “shutting the
door” to the Bell entrance. Instead,
he said, they “shut the door on the
right of citizens to picket.”

Was this too part of “the job, well
done”?

Despite all the hullaballoe about

(Continued on page 2)

stration by Detroit and Toledo locals
is just a sample of what's going to
happen if this strike continues.”

The strike - breaking stopped and
the UAW-CIO got its contract,

Detroit papers tried to make a
field day out of this militant action.
Mazey's entire political -history was
printed. His fight in the army against
the demobilization slowdown, was re-
viewed. The total effect of this anti-
Mazey campaign was simply to build
him uyp some more.

To alarm the employers of Michi-
gan even more was the stand taken
by the UAW-CIO in the Murray
strike. Here again Mazey assumed
direction of the negotiations and
within 24 hours the papers and the
corporation were screaming. bloody
revolution.

Mazey informed the corporation,

Sham Hearings
Trusts

Let’s Get Organized!

on

and Prices!

One week after the announc-
ment that Attorney General
Tom C. Clark would begin an
investigation to determine
whether there were any con-
spiracies (!) to increase prices
on all commodities, especially
consumer goods, the Attorney
General announced an investi-
gation of the Steel Trust!

The anti-trust division of
the Justice Department is not
going to make this investiga-
tion. Instead, it will fall into

the hands of what PM -called
the “moribund Federal Trade Com-
mission,” This is certain to prodice
nothing at all.

The stated aim of the government
is to determine if there is any ‘con-
nection between the big frusts, the
monopolies of the country, and the
tremendous rise in prices and the
cost of living.

The whole business is a grim joke.
It is a gesture to the swiftly rising
protests of millions of people in*the
country against the continuous .rise
in prices which has depressed -wage
levels and lowered the living stand-
ards of the majority of the popula-
tion. So, the same government that
removed all control measures on
prices and assisted big business in
coining its present high  profits, is
now going to investigate the cause
of these high prices.

What does the. government hope
to discover in its sham investigation
of the Steel Trust? That it-is a' trust?
That it - controls prices and beats

down competitors? But everyone al- .
~ready knows that' ahd the govern-

ment khows it beétter than anyoné
(Continued on page 2)

Rio Meeting Part of U. S. War Plans

By ARTHUR STEIN

To those of us who are neither pro-
fessional dollar diplomats, nor ad-
vertising experts specializing in com-
mercial “good will,” the hustle-bus-
tle at Rio these days offers a weird
sight. If the conference holds to the:
agenda which has been worked out
for it by the P. S. delegation, the
scope of the meeting will be re-
stricted to working out “if princi-
ple” an agreement for joint military
defense of the countries of the west-
ern hemisphere. But this “principle”
has already been adopted time and
again by numerous other conferences
of 'similar nature. .

It is not expected, therefore, that
the Rio conference will be very im-
portant in terms of what it will ac-
tually accomplish, It- is highly sig-
nificant, however, from another point
of view: a new approach to world
politics by the diplomats of Amer-
ican imperialism. This new approach,
though radically different from that
of the early post-war confererices
(especially those in connection with
the UN), is similar to that of the
“Truman Doctrine” in Greece: it is
the abandonment of all pretensions
at peaceful aims, and an open mili-
tary preparation for a new war.

It inight well be, as a matter of
fact, that this i§ the ONLY real pur-
pose of holding the Rio conference
at this time: a demonstration of the
fact that American imperialism
“means business.”

[ ]
Latin America has traditionally

Boss Where to

and this was reprinted in large ad-
vertisements paid for by the corpo-
ration, that “We want a complete
guaranty that there will be no law-
suits of any kind or even a threat of
a lawsuit.” -

“To put our position simply and
bluntly, what we are saying is, in
order for us to opsrate your plants,
you will have to agree you wil‘l_not
sue the union under the provisions
of the Taft-Hartley bill. PERIOD.
Even though that is the law of the
land we have got to agree You are
not going to use a law of the land.”
""Mazey told the workers at Mur-
ray, who backed this stand enthusi-
astically, fo get set for a long strike
and gave the company until Tuesday,
August 19, to come to terms or other
Murray plants in the country would
also be closed. .

been dominated by U. S. imperial-
ism. This domination, however, Has
seldom taken the form of direct mil-
itary intervention in the political
life of the various countries. As a
result, there is a measure of politi-

® S
‘ PoT— . —

SEC’Y OF STATE MARSHALL

cal independence on the part of the
native ruling groups. The most in-
dependent nation is Argentina,
which has had a richer native capi-
talist development than any of the
other countries. Consequently, there

Get Off

Since Murray corporation sends 70
per cent of its parts to Ford, the pol-
icy of this corporation is dictated by
Ford. The Ford company has been
behind the adamant stand of the
Murray officials. Ford is, unwilling

‘to permit even a formula such as the

UAW - CIO obtained in negotiations
with him. The UAW-CIO is deter-
mined to force a change in that at-
titude.

L ]
Veterans got a good taste of how

‘the auto’ barons really feel about
. them when 36 vets at Dodge plant

of Chrysler were fired for walking
vut to celebrate V-J Day. The UAW-
CIO, in contrast, backed them. The
men in the shops walked out in sym-
pathy, and Monday the UAW-CIO is
negotiating to get the men their jobs
back. .

are significant strains between Wash-
ington and one or the other of the
Latin American countries.

POLITICAL STRAINS

Most of the governments of Latin
American countries consist of dicta-
torial cliques of militarists and cor-
rupt politicians. Civil liberties and
political freedom for minority
groups are usually non-existent. But
it is not these things that make for
strains with the Washington admin-
istration: on the contrary, South
American dictators—Estime of Haiti,
Andino of Honduras, Ibarra of Ecua-
dor, to mention just a few—are fa-
vored by the Stale Department.

There are, névertheless, a number
of economic factors which do often
cause differences between the gov-
ernment of Washington and that of
the Latin native capitalists.

Such strains are evident at Rio at
this time, where, under the leader-
ship of Argentina, a few of the Latin
countries wish to broadgn the agenda
of the conference to include a dis-
cussion of problems other than those
of military defense policy — they
wish to discuss a program of U. S.
economic aid to Latin America.

Underlying 1ihe uneasiness with
which native capitalists eye their
big brothers in the States is a de-
sire to develop industries under their
own auspieces.

Thus the Cuban delegation wishes
to insert a clause against “economic
aggression” into the proposéd treaty.
The Cubane deeply resent a law
which the U. 8. Congress passed
against them on July 25 of this year
which gives the State Department
the power to restrict imports of su-
gar from sources against which U. S.
nationals “have valid claims.” The
Cubans here have the naive hope of
being able to resist the blackmail of
Yankee imperialism by writing a
clause into a treaty.

CONFERENCE AIMS .

The most important immediate aim
of the U, S. delegation at Rio is the
mobilization of Latin American re-
sources for the next war. An impor-

" tgnt part of this aim is the effective

militarization of the Ceniral and
South American countries.

At the present time, the U. S. Army
and State Department are working
on a plan to standardize armaments

~in all the countries of the western

hemisphere, in preparation for an-
other Pan - American conference
which has been scheduled for next
January at Bogota. At that time, it
is expected that the U. S, will pro-

pose a vast program of peddlingits
weapons in all the Latin countries.
This scheme, ‘of course, is espe-
cially coddled by that sector of
American: capitalism which is en-
gaged in the manufacture of rguni-
tions. The Army, too, pushes this
plan, since it is interested in main-
taining a stable munitions industry
in preparation for World War III

Rio, then, if one bothers to look
behind the pompousi“good neighbor”
decorations and the enormous vol-
ume of hot air, is but another step
toward a new and deadly war, To
revolutionary socialists, it is a con-
firmation of their claim that the
peacé of the world capnot be en-
trusted to the big powers that make
up the UN, but only to revolutionary
socialist action of the workers in all
countries,

Honor the Memory of

LEON TROTSKY

The .’ Wnrk_crs Parly commemeo-
rates the life -and works of the
gréat leader of world socidlism
and co-founder with Lenin of the,
first workers' state in modern his-
tory. He was murdered by Stalin
ion August 22, 1940—an act which

counter-revolution in Russia.

.

Speakers

MAX SHACHTMAN -
Nat'l Chairman, Workers Party

and

EMANUEL GARRETT
Editor, Labor Action

at

HOTEL DIPLOMAT
108 West 43rd Street
New York ity

Friday, Sept. 5, 8:15 P, M.

‘Ausplees:
Workers Party, Local New York

symbolized the victory of the |.
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Isthmian Seamen “‘Hi-f the Dec

NEW YORK—The Isthmian S. S. Co,,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of U. S.
Steel Corp., was struck this past
week by the Seafarers International
Union and the Sailors Union of the
Pacific, AFL. Around-the-clock pick-
et lines were thrown in front of ev-
ery pier in the country at which an
Isthmian ship is docked. All other
ships at these same piers were given
24 hours to shift or be declared as
.‘hot.”

Every member of both unions has
been alerted to be prepared for a
general strike in the event it is neces-

Jeffries--

(Continued from page 1)

the “rights of free Americans,” about
the terrible dictatorship of the union
which coerces the workers, ete.,. etc,
we: heard not one word from Jeffries
or from all the papers which echo
his arguments abount the actions of
the General Motors Corporation after
the April CIO demonstration. Hun-
dreds of men were disciplined by
GM with fines and . layoffs simply
because they participated in a PO-
LITICAL demonsiration. This took
place in the city where Jeffries is
Mayor..But he was tongue-tied.

We must conclude that all the talk
about *“labor and CIO dictatorship”
is just a cover for Jeffries' support
to the dictatorial rights and privi-
leges of a tiny capitalist class elect-
ed by no one but themselves.

In future articles I will cite the
record of Jeffries’ fascistic policies
on Jim Crow and discrimination. And
I hope to make clear how it comes
about that the CIO ecan reach the
low point of considering the possi;
bility of supporting such a reaction-
ary politician.

I .

For a Price.List of Marxist Literature

in English and Other Languages
AvailaBle. Through: Labor Action Book
Service, Write to

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Sq., Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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sary. Support has been pledged by
every maritime union, AFL & CIO.
To date, of the 29-Isthmian ships in
American ports, 29 are “dead.” As
others arrive in port, the crews will
come off and picket lines will be
formed. If the strike continues for
any length of time, the. entire Isth-
mian fleet of 100 scows will be tied
up.

+ The strike was called on Wednes-
day, .August 13, at 12.01 because the
company refused to sign a contract
calling for union hiring with rotary
shipping from the union hall. This

action is the climax of an intensive

two-year organizing drive carried on
by both the AFL and the CIO. The
NLRB  election conducted many
months ago resulted in:

1256 votes for the SIU
813 votes for the NMU
89 votes for no union”

2158 total votes.

Both the NMU and the SIU have
union hiring halls with rotary ship-
ping in all their contracts. ,Only 89
men, or 4 per cent of all the men
who voted in the election, wanted to
continue shipping out of the fink
halls maintained by this union-hat-
ing company—where company stiffs
and scabs are given preference for
jobs. But, strengthened by the- Taft-
Hartley Aect, which outlaws forcing
a company to accept the only demo-
cratic hiring system, a union hall,
Isthmian refused to budge. Comes
August 22, the day the bill goes into
effect, they ' will undoubtedly say:
“Well, fellows, we would gladly give
you what you ask for, but the gov-
ernment -won’t let us”

If an Isthmian contract -were
signed without the hiring hall and
rotary shipping provisions (rotary
shipping provides that the man out
of work longest gets the first job),
this would constitute a terrifie blow
at maritime labor. Every seaman
knows these two things are the most
important conditions they have, If
U. S. Steel could, get away with it
the other steamship-companies would
follow suit. That is why the “rival”
CIO seamen'’s unions consider this
their fight too.

This SIUSUP strike, although it
involves only 29 ships to date, is of
key importance and can result in
the decisive: battle against the slave-
labor bill. It is interesting fo note
that for years the Stalinists have
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accused the SIU-SUP of being com-
pany-dominated. Some few months
back the charge of collusion with
Isthmian was leveled against the
leadership of this same union. Can
the CP explain now-how it is pos-
sible for a buneh of Isthmian stooges
to encourage and conduct this strug-
.gle? The SIU-SUP action proves once

- again that the statements of the CP

are a pack of lies, designed to pit
the rank and file of the two unions

against each other.

sf*! J

Support the SIU-SUP against Isth-
mian!

Defend the union hiring hall, mari-
time labor's most cherished posses-
sion!

(Since this article was written,
‘LABQR ACTION has learned -that
the unien decided te conform with
the Taft-Hartley bill by withdrawing
its.demand on the hiring. hall.in. fa-
vor of stiffer wage demands. Another
article will follow next week.—Ed-
jitors.)

Pickets Protest Against Dutch

War-on Indonesian Nation

NEW YORK—One hundred and. fifty
pickets demonstrated their solidarity
with the Indonesian people when
they marched in front of the Dutch
Consulate, Friday, August 15, de-
manding withdrawal of all Dutch
troops from Indonesia and immedi-
ate independence for the Indonesian
Republic. | e

The picket line, consisting of peo-
ple representing eight colonial and
working eclass organizations, demand-
ed that no further loans be made to
thes Dutch government until it with-
draws from Indonesia. The picket
line also made an appeal to the la-
bor movement to follow the exam-
.ple of the Australian dock workers,
who refused to load Dutch ships with
military supplies.

‘The sponsors of the picket line
were the Indonesia League, the Viet
Nam -American Friendship Associa-
tion, the Workers Party, the Social-
ist Workers Partly, the- War Resisters
League, the Committee for a Non-
Violent Revolution, .the Provisional
World Council of Dominated Nations,
the Ethiopian World Federation, and
the Socialist Party.

The picket line was followed up
by a mass meeting held in Harlem
at the Ethiopian World Federation
. Hall on Sunday evening, August 17.
Representatives of some of the
above mentioned organizations spoke.
Ernest Erber, New York organizer
of the Workers Party, in. a brief
speech. pointed out that none of the
big countries in the United Nations
could consistently call for the with-
drawal of Dutch troops because ev-
ery one of them shared the guilt of

the Dutch. The United States occu--

pies Korea, ‘Germany and Japan;
England's troops extend to her far-
flung empire; France remains in
Indo-China; Russia occupies most of
Eastern Europe as well as part of
Korea.

George Schuyler, columnist for the
Pittsburgh Courier and principal
-speaker of-the evening, gave an, ex-
cellent speech which outlined the
parallel course of British and Dutch
imperialism and detailed all the eco-
nomic advantages which a handful
of Dutch capitalists gain by the cruel
exploitation of the Indonesian na-
tives. He also pointed out the fact
that American imperialism provided
the Dutch with-the military equip-

ment which permits them to war on
the Indonesian Republic.

A very responsive audience, con-
sisting primarily of minority peo-
ples, left the meeting with a clear
understanding that any reliance upon
the imperialist United Nations to
solve the problems of oppressed
peoples would lead to disaster. Only
the masses of people by actions of
solidarity such ag'the picket line, the
refusal to load ships, the refusal of
Dutch workers to fight against the
Indonesians in addition to the cour-
ageous struggle of the Indonesian
people, can achieve the democratic
right of self-determination.

Congress - -

(Continued from page 1)

because it assists the Steel Trust as
well as other monopolists in their
great game of robbing the people.

In the meantime, the demand of
the CIO for a special session of Con-
gress to take up the question of re-
ducing prices and establishing new
controls to safeguard the interests of
the majority of the people and their
living standards is going by the
boards.

Thus, we are given another lesson
in the meaning of politics which is
so intimately connected with eco-
nomies. The government, in the
hands of big business, operates in
their interest to the detriment of the
people. What should be done is al-
ready indicated: labor, the largest

and potentially the most powerful

force in the counfty, must establish
its own political arm, an independent
Labor Party, with a militant labor
program (such as the UAW em-
ployed in the strike against General
Motors last year), to fight for pow-
er, to win the government, to- make
of it a workers' government with a
workers’ program to meet the needs
of the people against the profiteers.

Continued reliance on the two par-
ties of capitalism and their .govern-
ment .can only produce such fakes
as the present investigation of the
Steel Trust, which will not lower
the price on a single commadity by
a-single ‘penny.

»
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Herman Benson for :Ma,yors!

Don’t throw away your vote on capitalist politicians
who represent big business!

Stop the Democratic and Republican Parties in their
nation-wide attack against labor! '

Cast a working class ballot for the candidate of the
Workers Party and for its.fighting socialist platform!

issued by the WORKERS PARTY, 6341 Gratiot St, Detroit

Read: LABOR ACTION

1. For real rent and price control laws
enforced by committees representing
unions, consumers, - housewives, - ten-
ants. Against rent and price jn-
.creases. Fight against evictions,

2. For a $250 billion five-year program
of public- works on a mnational, state
and . city Dbasis to provide low - cost
housiug, slum .clearance, modern trans-
portation, community and recreational
facilities.. Of this, $3: billion to-be util-
ized in the Detroit.area for such. pur-
poses and to provide new housing for
up to 200,000 families. Finance this
program by taxing the profiteers.

.3, - For a guaranteed annual living wage
..for .all . -workers, with automatic in-
creases to -meet -rising .costs -of 'living,

4. Defend labor’s. rights. Against the
Taft-Hartley and Callahan laws and

Platform of the ' Workers Party in the Detroit Elections

5. Full social, political and economic’
equality for Negroes and all minori-
ties. Enforce the Diggs law. Abolish

¢ restrictive covenants.

6. Open -the doors of the United States
to the homeless Jewish people and
other victims of the war and oppres-
sion.

7. Freedom for all nations, .Against the
occupation and domination of .coun-
tries by the United States, by Russia,
or by any other imperialist powers.

8.. Expropriate Ameriea’s Sixty Families.
.Operate big industry under the con-
trol of democratically elected shop
committees. :

9. For an Independent Labor Party. For
a Workers’ Government,

10. For a world of security, peace .and °
.equality . through the socialist reor-

aJl such anti-labor legislation.

ganization of society.

Gangs -A-ttack Negroes in Detroit |

DETROIT —On guard against the
Ku Klux Klan in Detroit! Prepare
the Union: Flying Squadrons to meet
the possibility of organized anti-la-
bor, anti-Negro violence!

Af series of gang attacks on Ne-
groes lias been taking place. in De-
troit in. the last month,.recalling the
events which prepared for the fascis-
tically-inspired riots of 1943, Three
week ago, Algie Hamilton,. Negro,
was refused service, in violation of
the Diggs Civil Rights Law, at Tom's
Bar at Mt. Elliot and Le Grand. As
he left the bar he was attacked by
a group of white hoodlums, who beat
him almost ‘inte wunconsciousness.
Police made a routine check and
ignorel the incident. Later in the
day, a group of Negroes, incensed at
police tolerance of Jim Crow, dem-

onstrated in the avea .and someone

threw a brick through the window
of the bar. The police this time
swung vigorously
group of squad cars and a.score.of
policemen poured into the meighbor-
hood to search Negroes for arms.
They arrested Negroes, they beat Ne-
groes. Whilé the police held one Ne-

into action. A

gro he was struck by a white hgod-
lum.

Two weeks ago, a gang of whites
massed on the corner of Nevada and
Moneéhart to eject a Negro,-Ben Cum-
mings, from a home he had estab-
lished in an old truck body on a
vacant lot. Another crowd threatened
Israel Kappan, a Negro who is\ con-
structing - his home at 18022 Lump-
kin. A white grocery store owner at
Henry’s Market at Stockton and Bui-
falo was threatened with violence. if
he did not stop“serving Negroes in
his store. It is reported that a Negro
girl who accidentally bumped into
.a white man was beaten.

Reporting these incidents, the De-
troit edition of the Pittsburgh Cou-
rier writes: “A wave of racial ten-
sion seems to be sweeping the city.”

It-was just such a wave of “ten-
sion,” provoked by gang attacks on
Negro neighborhoods, which led to
the riots of 1943. Just as in 1943, the
+police appear as the: tolerators of fas-

cistic attacks on the Negroes and .

swing into action only in order to
beat back the inevitable wave of
protest from the Negroes themselves,

Just as in 1943, the police intervene
in order to disarm the Negroes, who
are thus left defenseless against
~white Klanist hoodlums.

We do not know just who is or-
ganizing these latest attacks on -Ne-
.groes.-We DO know, however, {hat
in 1943 organized Zfascistic greoups
were, exceptionally active before the
riots. And we do k‘now that any re-

actionary grouping encouraged by

the tolerance of the police is able
-to take. full -advantage of any - inci-

“ dents in order to' transform 'them :

into an all-out. attack. on:minorities.
We do. know that Prosecutor James
-N.MeNally. and - his, assistants  have
been winking at the continued vio-
lation of the Diggs Civil Rights Law.

No repetition of 1943! If*the gangs
organized by Ku Klux Klan elements
gather on the :streets to repeat their
vicious anti-Negro, anti-labor , per-
formance again, *they must be met
ag they. deserve. The Flying Squad-
-rons.and thée union membership as
a whole will have to be mobilized by
the tens of thousands (just as they
were mobilized to picket in Clinton)
to drive these gangs off the streets.

British: Labor Party
And Palestine

.Dear Editor:

I read: the recent issues of ithe
Trotskyite. press and was gratified
to see that both LABOR ACTION
and ‘The-Militant denounce the cru-
elty of “the .British Labor Govern-
ment (whom: they supportedin the
elections) toward: the Jewish.refugees
of the “Exodus 1947" and for mnot
allowing them to land in Palestine.

One thing puzzles me. I have been
told that you are opposed’to'Jewish
immigration into Palestine, In that
case, what would you have [donel
to. enforce- your. opposition to 'Jew-

_ ish-immigration under the same cir-

cumstances?

I realize of course that your oppo-
sition to immigration is not immuta-
ble. ‘Have you changed your ‘posi-
tion? If so, why?

Yours truly,
H. S., Brooklyn, N. Y.

It .is .impossible to.reply thorough-
ly in- this form to the letter from
H..S. We can..only. indicate our po-
sitions on the several questions he
put to us. and refer our readers to
back.issues of LABOR ACTION (and
The New International) where: these
views are presented in considerable
detail. _

it cannot be said that our policy
was one of pure and simple support

. to ‘the; Labor: Party of -Great: Britain.

In. everything we -wrotle. about -the

. party -of -Attlee, Bevin and -Morrison
. we pointed out that it was not a-gen-

uine. party of socialism and that it
would not:and could not-carry out a

. socialist,” consistent, uncompromising
. policy : because it was. essentially a

reformist. .party of socialist .colora-

tion taking over the job of custodian
of the British Empire. But it was
and is the party of British labor.
And. in hailing the victory of the
Labor Party in the last national elec-
tion we pointed out that this victory
reflected the tremendous ferment in
the working class; that the victory of
the Labor Party, given the prospects
outlined above, could hasten the rad-
icalization of the British working
class and elevate the struggle for
socialism.

In the period in which it has been
the ruling party, the BLP has carried
through a partial nationalization un-
der the most difficult world and do-
mestic economic situation, made
doubly worse because the Laboy Par-
ty tries to solve the problems of the
nation on a fundamentally capitalist

basis, employing socialist phrases in -

the place of socialist action,

It goes without saying that we are
sharp critiecs of this regime and if
we were in England we would op-
pose- its verbal socialism with a con-
sistently revolutionary .socialist. pro--
gram which would seek the reorgan-
ization of the country on a genuinely
socialist basis as the only means of
solving the problem of  the masses
and initiating once again the:world
movement for socialism against-capi-
talist imperialism and- Stalinism.

The fact of ithe matter is that the
bulk of the working class in.an over-
whelmingly working class country is
in-the Labor Party and while many
of them are dissatisfied with the par-
ty they are dissatisfied with it be-
cause of its watered-down  policies
and lack of strong revolutionary ac-
tion. Yet they know that the deep
crisis which afflicts the country is
the.fault of capitalism and the capi-
talist political parties which gov-
erned for so many years, and they
continue to this very moment to sup-
port unequivocally the Labor Party.

The need in Great Britain 'is for

a genuine revolutionary -socialist
party; the base for that party lies
within the Labor-Party with its mil-
lions of worker members, there to
carry on: the struggle against the par-
ty bureaucracy and lay the basis for
a-party of British socialism.

We are not, never were and could
not -be supporters of British imperi-
alist policy whether it be under the
helm of a Churchill or an Attlee
and we are vigorously opposed to
the latter's. policy in Palestine. That
should be obvious since.we: call for
an " independent . Palestine, an end
to the mandate and-British rule.

You have been misinformed about
our, position on Jewish immigration
to Palestine. As.socialist internation-
alists we have everywhere and al-
ways opposed border restrictions, the
passport and identity systems, re-
stricted immigration, etc. In the spe-
cific case of Palestine, we have been
consistently for the right of Jewish
immigration since the development
of .this new situation several years
ago. * Naturally, as Americans, our
first slogan is *“Open the Doors of
the U. S.” to the homeless :Jews. But
it would. be. nothing. short of hypoc-
risy if we were for the right of the
Jews to.emigrate: to Palestine but
not to the United States, or vice
versa.

You have .confused : our position

. with. that of The Militant,- which is

opposed to Jewish .immigration to
Palestine, though it favors such im-

. migration- everywhere else.

The Editors.

:Reader Defends-Right

Of ‘WP in Elections
Dear .Sirs:

Detroit .election methods ‘allow all
the , tricks . played  elsewhere - to be

played here with impunity. Crooked
elections endanger our liberties. . Even
if all the 20,000 Wayne County. elec-
tion officials are as honest as De-
troiters swear they are,' we cannot
be assured 'that at no time in.the
future dishonest ones. might not get
control. For that reason we have no

right to allow a system to continue

that protects trickery.

Section 3152 distincily says the
count ‘shall be public. Detroit is
wrong in locking the doors at night
and can be compelled to allow the
public to be present.

The counting of the ballots to pro-

. tect against. padding . the ballot box.

That is.Section 3153. It is not done
like that here and the method they
use allows for many tricks to be
played. We should protest.

If we allow the city election to be
carried on unwatched wes risk a
great .deal. For it is the “City Hall
crowd” that picks the election' offi-
cers for general elections. Sections
2748 and 3108 make it clear that par-
ty credentials do allow .challengers

present at the city elections, -We
should not let them get away with
this wrong.

I do not agree with the platform
you will put out, but I would fight
to the limit to protect your right to
have such a platform and to get the
names of your candidates on the bal-
lot and an honest count of the vete
for those candidates.

Mrs, M. P. H,,
Detroit, Mich.

By Leon Trotsky:

Living Thoughts of Karl
:Marx $1.50

Stalin (a biography).... 5.00

Cash with orders—We pay postage
Send for our complete: list!

LABOR ACTION
BOOK. SERVICE

4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.
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Independence
Of India

On August 15, India achieved- a formal “inde-
pendence.” For those who longed to see a truly
free, independent and unified India, the division
of the country into two nations, Hindustan and
Pakistan, as part of the British Commonwealth
of Nations, is a severe blow. But now'the two
nations have the power to decide whether they
shall remain a part of this Commonwealth or to
sever all ties with the Empire. In the meantime,
British military forces will remain in the great
sub-continent until the new nations organize their
military forces and give a sign to London that
they are capable of “their own" military defense.

‘That India has achieved this much is due, not

to the magnanimity of the British Empire, which.

still maintains, an economic stranglehold on the
land, but to the volcanic force of the national in-
dependence movement of four hundred million
people who have slowly but surely driven the de-
caying British Empire against the wall. The ges-
ture of Great Britain trying to maintain even the
tiniest hold on India, supported by such an un-
reconstructed imperialist as Churchill, is a real
measure of the times, of the generay decay of

capitalism and the slow but steady march of the,

colonial peoples against imperialist aggression
and oppression.

The sad aspect, we repeat, of this new devel-
opment toward genuine and lasting independence
of India is the division of this vast land into two
nations, Pakistan and Hindustan. For years India
has been plagued with bloody internal strugegle
between the Hindus and Moslems, a confliet at
times engineered and at ether times prolonged
by British policy which sought through this di-
vision to prevent the growth of the powerful in-
dependence movement. _

‘The division of India is the.product of impe-
.rialism and its reactionary ideolpgy, the end-re-
sults reflected in the apparently irreconcilable dif-
ferences between the Moslems, who often look
upon the Hindus as oppressors, and the Hindu
majority. But it has been clear for some time
that it was impossible to establish a unified India
where some eighty nhiillions of people desired their
own.nation. The map of the sub-continent looks

.Judicrous, indeed, with Pakistan divided and sep-

_arated by the immense country of Hindustan. But
revolutionary socialists must respect and accept
the wishes of the Moslem iminority, which re-
vealed again in the recent voting that it wanted
_independence.

A reyolutiongry socialist_policy 1ndwated the
course that should have been pursued in India.
Revolutionary socialists in Hindustan would  not
_have been true to their socialist prineiples if they
had not stood forthrightly for the right of the
Moslems to set up their independent nation; but,
by the same token, revolutionary socialists iﬂ the
Moslem states could only have stood out for a
unified India. In this way they would have re-
mained consistently true to the essentially’ demo-

‘cratlc character of the Marxist position on the

national question.

At any rate, the first long step in Indian free-
dom has been achieved. The next great step is to
realize the unity of this great country. The revo-
lutionary socialists of Hindustan and Pakistan
vhave a gigantic task before them the struggle
for a unified, socialist India.

Death of a
Scoundrel

The entire labor movement will rejoice at the
death of Pearl Bergoff. The only. regret which can
be expressed over: his dying is that it did not oc-
cur-sooner.

When future socialist historians fish out his
name from the slime of his activity, Bergoff will
be viewed as a fitting symbol of capitalist society.
For behind all the lofty idealism of the theory
“free enterprise” lurked the prefessional strike-
breaker Bergoff ‘and his gang of murderers, stool
pigeons, provocateurs, rapists and gangsters—hu-
man filth, suitable instruments for the jobs for
which capital hired them.

For over a quarter of a century Bergoff's de-
generates, protected by the police and cotrts' of
this country, shot, clubbed and béat up workers
striving to make the world a little better place to
live in for themselves and their families.

Capitalists who begrudged the granting of the
-slightest wage increase to their workers showered
him with a $10,000,000 fortune—all gained, of
course, through hard work, thrift and abstinence.
‘While Bergoff’s gorillas roamed the country with
impunity, the courts framed up such fighters for
labor as Mooney and Billings, imprisoned  Eugene
V. Debs, and electrocuted Sacco and Vanzetti.

The reign of Bergoff and similar. types was
brought to a close,'not by an act of Congress, as
the press has hypocritically stated, but.by. the
_magmﬁceut rising of the labor movement.which
oceurred in the early thirties.

For many workers today the epoch.in which
Bergoff was powerful is not even a memory,. for
they do not remember a labor movement: which
was not strong. Labor has passed through the
bloody organizational phase of its evolution. The
struggle of labor now has to be waged on the
political plane, a fact of which. most workers are
still imperfectly aware.

:An active Bergoff.today would be .an .anach-
ronism. But on cheerful occasions such as his
death it is well to recall and to bring to the at-
tention of young workers: that what courage, sac-
rifice and militancy have.achieved must be re-
tained by the exercise of the same qualities.

1
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When Bergoffs next appear on the national
scene they will be invested with the full power
of - the state. They will be the American counter-
parts of Hess, .Streicher, Himmler and the rest
of the Hitler gang. That time is not yet, nor
.ever need be. The same power that put an end
to the business career of Bergoff can prevent his
successors-from coming to power.

In the meanwhile, his death has left the world
a little better place to live in. It’s hard to imagine
a person one would rather see dead.
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Congressmen
E - 4 .. A
On Housing

Another piece of evidence of the rank hypoc-
risy which characterizes the polities of the eapi-

talist gmremment in Washington is the “deter-
mination” of the joint Senate-House committee

to.investigate the Thousing situation and to decide
~whether or
_ have had anything to do (!) with the lag. in the

not powerful real estate interests

construction of dwellings -of millions of people
who need a place in which to live. Before the
committee has even begun its work it has al-
ready indulged in-the usual by-play which. accom-
panies the work of all congressional cgmmittees.

A struggle broke out over the chairmanship
of this investigating committee, presumably set
up in response to President Truman’s sop to the
labor movement when, in®signing the new rent
bill . which allows “voluntary” increases.in rent,
he asked that the real estate lobby be investigated
to_find out whether it had anything fo do with

-pushing the mew law and holding up the. con-

struection of new housmg.

The “liberal" Senator Churles W. Tobey) of New
Hampshire, a I!epublncqn. was defeated for the
chairmanship . of .the investigating commitiee in.a
coup pulled. by. his- fellow Republican,: Senator Jo-

. seph:R. McCarthy . of Wisconsin. McCarthy, . some

may remember, was the highly touted young vet-

-eran:liberal who was going to infuse.the reaction-

wary. GOP;in Congress with some fresh progressive

blood. But, he. merely .went the way of all progres-

;sives in the iwo capitalist parties. He succumbed

~public- housing."

.of the develapm_eni of Russian totali-

to.what the liberals call "bad influences.”

Of course, all of that is nonsense. McCarthy
was picked by the reactionary.- semi - isolationist
Republican machine in Wisconsin, not because he
was 4 genuine young veteran-liberal, but because
the tags “veteran” and “liberal” would serve
them well in the elections, and because they knew
that the young and experienced Me¢Carthy would
be an able and plidble tool in the hands of the
American ruling class which, while actually. dom-
inating both parties, places greater trust in its
old stand-by, the GOP.

Mct:qrthy has giugn more than enough evidenge
in his short stay in the Senate that he is.reaction:
ary enougll to take his place. with.such seniors as
Taft, Wherry, Ferguson and Brewster. In this par-
ticular case, he engineered the coup which pre-
vented Tobey from becqoming. chairman..of .the in-
vestigating committee because Tobey was "all;for
- Said the, Senator from Wisconsin:
*'l.feel we. should not have a chairman who is all

-for ;public. housing or one who is all «against. puhllc
‘housing.

So they picked Reprehentative-Ralph- Gamble
of New York, whose pogition on housing. nobody
knows (your guess is safe that he doesn’t stand
for a housing program which can provide relief
for the millions of people in this country).

Judging from the standards of the reactionary
gang in Congress, one is led to believe that the
lack of housing is due to a non-existent vast pub-
lic- housing program.

If any worker has doubts .on the charaeter of
the: government in Washington and whose inter-
ests it serves, the things it has done on rents
and housing should provide ample proof to even
the most doubting that it is a government serving
the interests of the profiteers against the people.

The real estate lobby and the building indus-
try dominate the actions, of Congress on: housing
and rent. That is why there is virtually no, hous-
ing program in a country which suffers one of
the worst housing crises in the world. And that
is why everything possible is done for the land-
Jords and nothing for the millions of workers
and;their families.

We can say in advance, this new congres-
sional investigating committee will do nothing to
alleviate the present situation. It will do a lot
of shadow-boxing. It may discover an unfair land-
lord here and there or even find a company in this
city or that town which is unfair to housing! But
these spokesmen for real estate and building

_profiteers won’t do anything important or .deci-

sive to alleviate the conditions of the tens of mil-
lions of people in the country. They will only
prove what we have said so often: The way to
win something important. and lasting in Washing-
ton is for labor to set up its own government in
Washington to represent the interests and.needs
of the whole people of the country. The first step
in that-direction is the organization of an inde-
pendent Labor Party.
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Economic

Puerto Rican

By EUGENE VAUGHN

The City of New York, the large
metropolitan gateway to the- vast
spaces of the United States, is re-
ferred to in textbooks, and likes to
think of itself, as the “Great Melting
Pot.” The Statue of Liberty stretches
out its welcoming hand when the
immigrant passes through the Nar-
rows between Brooklyn and' Staten
Island from-the Old World, It bears
the inscription: Give me ybur tired,
your poor,..your huddled masses...
the homeless....

The hypocrisy upon which the
legend of the welcoming Statue of
Liberty is based ocan at this time be
seen in the recent migrations of
Puerto Ricans to the' sireets of New
York., These :Puerto Ricans, who are
fleeing intolerable conditions in
Puerto Rico and who are moreover
citizens of the United States,” have
been : gheftoized - and treated to in-
sult, ;slander and libel. Sickening,
disgraceful slurs can be read or im-
plied from reading between the lines
in . almost every 'New York news-
;paper. The New  York Times, the
respectable New York Times (“All
the News That's Fit to Print”), de-
scended fo gutter level with a series
of articles on the Puerto Rican mi-
gration.

The Puerto Rican immigrants are
maligned. as indolent, illiterate, dis-
ease -ridden, unassimilable people
who migrate to' New York City and
immediately join the relief roles in
order to live a parasitic existence. on
the back of New York City. The
slightest. knowledge of Puerto Rican
economic conditions and a few Dbits
of information about the Puerto Ri-
can migration into the United States
are enough to - throw these . insults
back into the teeth of the slanderers.

SUGAR ECONOMY

Puerto Rico, at the .time  when
American ,imperialism .captured it
from the decadent Spanish Empire
was basically a self-subservient .ag-
ricultural  island which afforded its

‘ population a livelihood despite the

Spanish suppression of political free-
dom and democratic rights,

Along came the American colossus,
and everything changed. It turned
the, island inte a vast sugar planta-
tion for the American sugar inter-
ests. In the place of -a diversified
farm econdmy, it .set up a one-crop
.sugar .economy, Thus the population .
of the island became entirely depen-
dent upon. whims of American su-
gar  inferests and the world sugar
market.

During years when sugar is in de-
mand and can be transported, a part
of the population finds employment
on the sugar plantations and sup-
ports the balance of the population,
which remains chronically unem-
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ployed. During the year when there
is d4n -oversupply . of sugar on the
world market there follows a pre-
cipitous, fall in that part of the popu-
lation which can normally gain em-
ployment. When, as in the beginning
of the .recent war, there develops a
shortage of shipping space, stocks of
sugar accumulate, the price of sugar
falls on the .island and unemploy-
ment follows.

-.In. this.way. the economic condition
of the Puerto Ricans vacillates be-
tween chronic unemployment and
outright starvation. The - tragic  ef-
fect of American imperialism on the
island can be. appreciated in the
llght of the statement by Harris L.
Present counsel :for .the Spanish
American -Youth Bureau, Inc.: “Of
the Puerto Rican pclpulati_on, 1,000,-
000 people will have to be resettled.”
This is :50.. per -cent of the Puerto
Rlcan ‘population. Half of the island’s
population - has been declassed and
made superfluous as a result of the
imposition -of .the ‘American sugar
economy on the island.

WAVES OF IMMIGRATION

In view of the economic plight of
the -islanders, the constant and in-
creasing migration from the island
to the United States can well be
understood. Migration of Puerto Ri-
cans offers .no quota problems, as
they are considered American citi-
zens. The wave of immigration flrst
vbegan- in 1917, as American impe-
rialism _strengthened its economic
stranglehold on the island, ‘and con-
ttinued -until 1931, From 1931 until

. 1935 there was a.movement back to

the island. This counter-movement
indicates the mnature jand purpose of
the migration. These economically
desperate islanders come here to find
employment and escape from the
economic plight of the island. They
consequently went back to the island
from 11931 to 1935 when they could
no longer, find employment in.the
United States. .Among the migrants
many express the desire to work for
asyear and go home. This doesn’t in-
dicate indelence and a desire to
sponge on relief. It indicates the
normal desire of people to find em-
ployment even if it means: traveling
thousands of miles from home,

In 1935 the movement back to the
island -reversed itself and migration
to the United States increased at a
very rapid rate. In 1939, 4,488 immi-
grants came from the. island as com-
pared to 1,017 in 1935. During the
years of 1940 and 1941, the islands
were-momentarily -favored by a rise
in the demand. for:sugar and a suffi-
ciency -of .shipping space to carry the
sugar. Migration to the United States
fell to ‘988 . in 1941. This indicates a
desire on:the part of the Puerto Ri-
cans to._stay.at home if economically
possible, From 1942 on. however, the
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reluctant immigrants. -
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lack _of- shipping :space caused sugar
stocks to accumulate: on: the .island
while:the pest of the world hungered
for sugar. The economy of the island
was again out of kilter. and migra-
tion ‘to the" United . States increased
continuously until®in 1946 21,531 mi-
grants came to the, United .- States.
JImmigration 'has been increasing
ever since, s

These dlspassessed islanders con-
verge upon the City of New York
by divers means and under the most
inconvenient oircumstances, acgord-
ing to their scarce meéans. They ar-
rive here on filthy cargo ships, third
rate steamers, “bucket seat” runs on
airplanes, in many cases standing ,all
the. way. When. they finally reach the
land of .golden opportunity, they are
forced by racial discrimination and
by the scant funds at their disposal,
to crowd into the highly congested
area .of Spanish. Harlem betwen First
and Fifth Avenues from East 97th
Street to East 116th 'Street. These
areas are permeated by racial ten-
sion, juvenile gangsterism and the
general rot of slim and - depressed
area dwellings, .rats, vermin, vene-
real diseases, - housing cangestion,
lack of playgrounds for.children and
what have you. This quagmire of

-depression,- like a. cancer, shoots off
its growths.into other .paris-of the .

city. The jobs . that are. offered . to:
these . unfortunates-.are of the most
menial. type: service:work, the.low-
est paid. jobs. in the needle industry,
and in. restaurants,

To the argument. that:these people
can do no better and ‘are illiterate,
there is the simple answer gathered
by the Office of Puerto Rico, an in-
formation center. Out of a sampling
of 965 . immigrants: (a) 90 per -cent
are between 15 and 50 and are will-
ing.and . able to work; (b) 63.7 at-
tendd elementary school; (c) 22.3 at-
tended elementary school; (¢) 22,3 at-
college; (e) 1.9 had industrial” arts
training; (f) 62 (including children
of pre-sthool age) had no.schooling.
It must be remembered that if there
is any inadequacy in their schooling,
and there is, it is the fault of Amer-
ican imperialism,

PLACING GUILT

The Puerto Rican immigrants are
They would
much rather forego Yankee culture
if their island afforded them a live-
lihood.” The island could again be
self-sufficient if it were allowed to
develop fisheries, refine- its own sugar,
develop diversified farming, start
food  processing ' industries, build
railroads and develop its/ own.com-

merce. Any slur. against’ Puerto  Ri-

cans must fall. back.upon American
imperialism, for the Puerto Ricans
are the ones who have been violated
by Yankee imperialism and not the
other. yay .around.

A Senous

'Theme in Movie “Crossfire”’

By IRVING HOWE

“Crossfire” is the first Hollywood
film . to mention the word “Jew” in
the context of an anti-Semitic situa-
tion. It is a distinction which has

caused reviewers to hail the film as -

a daring exposé of social evil and as
a bold advance for Hollywood. Well,
'in one obvious sense it is an ad-
vance: that Hollywood even admits
the .existence. of the .category “‘Jew”
IS a step forward. It raises hopes,
perhaps utopian, that some day Hol-
lywood will admit: the existence of
Negroes other than Uncle Toms—
Stepin Fetchits—and that still later
it may even admit the existence of
yet;another category—a genume hu-
man being.

Yet it is a striking comment on
the cultural primitivism and’ regi-
mentation of Hollywood that one of
its films should be hailed merely, be-
cause it is the FIRST.to present the
anti-Semitic problem. The movie re-
viewer of The Nation, James Agee,

aptly remarks that “In a way it is as.

embarrassing to see a mavie Come
Right Out Against -Anti-Semitism as
it would be to see a movie K Come
Right Out Against torturing chil-
dren.”

What is most interesting about
“Crossfire” is its attempt  to .super-
impose an earnest but very simple-
minded message about anti-Semitism
onto a traditional Hollywood thril-
ler, The film thereby functions on
‘two levels, .neither. of . which has a
necessary connection with the other.
On one level there is a seductively
exciting murder mystery. I say “se-
ductively” .because .the :Hollywood
melodrama momentarily engages our
attention.in.the soothing and.LOOS-
ENING darkness of the.movie: house;
it grips the surface of our emotions
and .often involves them - by the
sheer -slickness and gruesome bru-
tality of its effects; but in the end
we know we have not been involved
deeply and honestly in the way a
genuine work -of art invelves us., Af-

" ter a great book or great film we feel
elevated and pleased that we have
given of our emotions; after.a Holly-
wood melodrama we feel empty and
perhaps a little ashamed: we won-

der “how they did it fto us,” we feel
we have been MANIPULATED.
“Crossfire” :fits  into this pattern.
Those who have seen a few of the
“tough guy” films, of which the pro-
totype is “Double Indemnity,” or
who have read the novels -of James
M. Cain, know ‘what to expect: Peo-
ple who are hard, rough, bruised by
experience, and -therefore -cynical—
though with a soft core of inner
emotion. Dialogue which is mono-
sylabie, sharp, curt and elbowy.
Scenes which are played in sharp
contrasts, black and white juxtapa-
sitions, after which the: camera lin-
gers for a moment to make its mute
comment. And above all, the ap-
proach of understatement, the fear
of emotional embarrassment — that
great American inhibition-tradition.

FILM'S DISUNITY

In “Crossfire” most of these ele-
ments are present. There is.in addi-
tion rather accurate observation
about soldiers—Robert Mitchum is
first rate as an.intelligent but skep-
tical GI—together with some strict-
ly Hollywoodian nonsense about GIs
who are “stuck” in Washington, D.
C. (which is where most of the army
wanted to be “stuck”!) .becoming
neurotic because of their “guilt feel-
ings.”
‘One of these soldiers, played by
Robert Ryan with a very: keen eye
for the telling detail of-facial: move-
ment and gesture. which is the true
visual index- of character in the mo-
vies, hates Jews..: He hates -without
consciours metivation .or . reasoning;
he “knows” . that Jews . -evade war
duty, He:then: kills a Jewish veteran
because he “won’t-have. a Jew-boy
tell me how  to .drink my ‘liquer.”
The movie moves along largely on
Ryan’s performance: his. cold terror-
ism, his grticulate.prejudice on the
level of articulation. which.makes a
system of | bestiality — whoever was

in the armly must have met this type

frequently.- The movie then develops
in terms 'of :the :traditional cop-
catches-killer.

Toward . the.end: Robert Young, the
prosecutor, naakes a speech in which
“he ext:onat.es anti-Semitism — "it's
like a ]oadecl gun: if you play with
it, it goes aft.” But here is where

the internal disunity of-the film be-
comes most obvious. The melodra-
matic aspect provokes a certain ex-
citement which is the basic emotion-
al-visual charge of the film. But the
anti-Semitism theme 4is.never inte-
grated with .and never impinges upon
the melodrama. The sermon on the
Jews is as simple-minded as the
film's treatment of:the Jewish- prob-~
lem: it does not explore, it does not
implicate, it does not writhe into the
living substance of the problem;
hence it does not involve the audi-
ence’s emotion. The spectator’s emo-
-tion may be stirred to some, extent
by the melodrama; he may even
comfortably nod. his head in agree-
ment with the sermon on tolerance.
But his emotion is not stirred by the
anti-Semitic theme even {o the
small extent that it is stirred by the
murder. For in the film the theme is
abstract and general; it is not real-
jzed in the melodramatic structure.
It is-tacked on.

FAILURE OF FILM

And the sermon on anti-Semitism
really clinches the failure 'of the film
to ‘make the audience FEEL about
anti-Semitism. If anti-Semitism were
really like a loaded gun,‘then the
problem, would be very simple: pre-
vent peaple from carrying loaded
guns. -And if anti-Semitism is- the
practice of isolated hateful psychotic
types,.such as the killer-in this film,
:then.the problem is ‘again very sim-
ple: put them in hospitals.

The boldness of “Crossfire” . con-
sists only in its statement, its mere
use of the word “Jew.” Once the
spectator knows that,-the film dees

not. invoelve him .any more, at least -

in terms. of this problem.:-Really -and
movingly to make a.dramatic rep-
resentation of the anti-Semitic prob-
lem. would have required not merely
the initial step of maming the -prob-
lem—which is .really fairly respec-
table and safe these days—but ra-
ther the attempt to burrow beneath

its surface, -beneath  the::smug ,and

complacent ecalls. fo telegance, and
deep into the implications, ambig-
uities and behavior ; patterns . which
the problem. assumes in; human -life
and .in its manifestation in ‘human
values.
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ZOOK FOR CHIEF OF STAFF'

In line with, our policy. of. mterwemng.m ,po-
litical . events as far. as practicable, ;we)heraby
advance the candidacy of.Dr. George. Abner Zgok
for-the post of army «chief .of .staff..Lest, dear
reader, wherever you- are, you.assume. that ‘Dr.
Zook is one of those mythical characters;of Amer-
ican folklore, like Paul - Bunyan or the late Addi-
son Sims (of Seattle), we hasten to.add- that Dr.
.Zook is an actual.person.: He is, or.was—the dif-
ference would be imperceptible  in .any - case—
United . States commissioner of, education,,

+0f what Dr.. Zook. is-thinking. nowadays:cwe
‘haven’t «the - slightest idea. .We.were,however,
pretty well:acquainted with him fifteen years ago
when he.was president of the<University of Ak-
:ron. At that time he was:chiefly: notable for a
seedy green overcoat, a hangdog look, a total ;ab-
.sence of ‘culture« and occasional lapses imto
‘what became knowhn as Zookisms. One of stch
Japses was at:our commencement where;:in ‘the
.course of his address .on:the work of the Wooster

‘Agricultural : Station, - he solemnly . assured ithe’

graduating class: that-science had.mow:devised a
method of raising male ,and. female zasparagus
in the ~same: bed .with no...ah...unfortunate
results ensumg

GROQMED FOR: PREMEHT]AI. -GAM!AIQN P

It should be obvious that our-¢andidate is:ex-
ceptionally endowed for the post of -chief of staff.
Ridiculous! you are probably:saying to:yourself.
No more ridiculous, you force us to-reply, than
was the recent appointment: of ' Bisenhower, the
present chief of staff, to the presidency:of Colum-
‘bia University. Even the capitalist press gingerly
skirts-the question of Eisenhower’s qualifications,
‘geherally” resting its case on the- assertion that,
well, anyway, Eisenhower’s brother is a. college
president.

‘The -real reasons for the appointment of El—
senhower - to, Columbia lie. eisewhere than in +his
qualifications or the School’s needs. Eisenhower
is being..groomed as a presidential strong man
for the period of the .contemvlated war acainst
Russia. This was most recently stated, by Senator
‘Reed. 'Eisenhower, he said, is “the best. man; «in

the United : States to deal with -Russia in this .

world, emergency.” i

Given:a certain anh—milltarnsb tradltaomm ‘the
United States and the current gpathy  toward
things military, to pop a general ‘into the “White
House requires a little finesse. Hence the .prapo-
sal for a tour of duty in civilian life-for Eisen-
hower. After a year or two, it .is hoped, Tamer-
laine will.be able to present himself as Dr. Faus-
tus. “As an educator,” the United Press:points
out, “Eisenhower would be unfettered by the tra-
ditional restrictions that keep army brasshats

from participating in polities:” Maxshall, it will °

be recalled, went through a similar routine, hav-
mg been-sent to: China; for, a period before assum-
ing his post of Seeretary. of. State.

SIGNIFICANCE- OF-APPOINTMENT, ' i

.Seen. in, pexspective, the; appmntmenkwoi Eien-

hower is part of the process of.the milifarization
of all aspects‘of United States life which-has baen
—and. is being-—systematically. organized: by the

" capitalist..class through its political and. filitgry

representatives. More. immediately. it reflects the
current extensive reshuffling of ‘military person-
nel in preparation for the war.against:Russia.,,

Though Columbia is being used as a. marriage

~ broker in this instance, bringing the presidency

and ' Eisenhower together, it +has established; a
precedent dangerous to itself and to other.scheols
throughout the country. It has placed at.the head
of one of the largest and finest educational in-
stitutions of this coluntry a representative :of
those - who  have proved themselves the.deadliest
enemies of culture: the military caste.

That Eisenhower is not a blood-thirsty beor
like a Patton or Montgomery is. only to say that
he well .represents the military caste of a rich,
bourgeois. democratic country lacking.in a feudal
warrior tradition. . .

But the tendency represented is the same.
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‘Philosophy Corner
(Ends and Means Depariment)

“GARMISCH - PARTENKIRCHEN, Ger-
many, June 4 (AP)—Johann Georg Lang,
~director of the last three Paj a:.on Playg in
@Oberammergau, was ruled a, NaZi {follower’
today and fined 2,000 marks '($200) by a
German denazification court. He said join-
_ing-the party had been the only way to pre-
vent the Nazis from abolishing the Passion

‘Play.” (New York Times, June b5.)

The NEW. INTERNATIONAL
You can still .get copies. of the August_jssue
.containing \material. on.thelatest: dexelop-
ments on-the.unity.negotiations: between the

P Workers Party and the -Soclalist -Workers
Party.

READ. AND SUBSCRIBE!
(See Blank on Page 2)

WORKERS PARTY
INFORMATION "BLANK

I-am interested In joining the Wogkers Party
.of the United ‘States. Will you please send me
all information as to your:Brogram and how |
| can become a member.

¥
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’ By MARY BELL

LABOR

ACTION

August 25, 1947

Shortly after the First World War and
during the aftermath of the Palmer "red
raids,” two New England workers, Bartolo-
meeo Yarzetti and Nicola Sacco, were arrest-
ed on the charge of robbery and murder.
This was no ordinary murder case. The trial
turned into an anti-working class witch-hunt
in which the search for the philosophical and
*political opinions of the fwo men were the
main objects of the prosecution.

Sacco and Vanzetti were anarchists. They
hated the exploitation and poverty of capi-
-4alism. They were idealistic workers, the one
a shoemaker, the other a fish peddier. Both
were known to small circles of workers in
the communities in which they lived. They
did not lead masses of great and powerful
workers. Were it not for their arrest and
legal murder, Sacco and Vanzetti would have
finished their lives as simple and good work-
ers who strove in their little ways to make
a better world—but in that way they would
have lived like countless millions of workers
all over the world.

The Sacco and Vanzetti #rial, however,
made world-renowned figures of them. From
that moment forward they became a symbol
of the living struggle between capitalism and
the heralds of a new and better world. For
Sacco and Vanzetti were framed up by the
state of Massachusetts and murdered by its
legal. servants. The testimony of witnesses
that neither Sacco nor Vanzetti were near
the factory where a payroll was robbed and
compdny gquards killed was unavailing.
Trumped-up charges and false witnesses
merely buttressed a rotten case against two
men whom the reactionary forces of New
England wanted #o kill as a warning against
militant and rebellious workers who wanted
to fight for a better life.

So flagrant was the frame-up against Sac-
co and Vanzetti, so powerful a symbol did

' they become, that it produced one of the
greatest world-wide movements of protest
ever seen. In all countries of the globe,

Sacco - Yanzetti Defense Committees were
born. They held strike meetings, demonstra-
tions, protests; they raised fupds to aid the
legal defense of these two poor workers.

The Sacco-Vanzetti defenders named count-
less milliens and gathered into its ranks not
merely the working class but tens of thou-

sands of liberals and genuine democrats who

were revolted by a frame-up that was iden-
tical to the Tem Mocney case. But where
Tom Mooney's life was saved so that he
might live his best years in fail, the great
movement in behalf of Sacco and 'Vanzetti
did not prevail even to such an extent.

Faced with this great challenge of the
world's poor, oppressed and exploited, the
state of Massachusetts, with grim determi-
nation and a feeling of its own power, a
power resting on the immense and rich
foundation of American capifalism, put these
two noble workers to death by the electric
chair.

The new generation of workers in this
country know little or nothing about Sacco-
Vanzetti. They do not know of the tremen-

. dous movement of labor in this and other -

countries in behalf of two men who symbol-
ized the struggle of the working masses of
the entire world. Yet the great movement of
the 1920s was a stirring example of the
enormous power inherent in labor's great
mwumbers. Given a program, a great ideal and
goal, and labor can rise to noble heights in

" its struggle against inequality and injustice.

In commemorating the lives of these two
simple workers who were executed twenty
years ago, we are printing the following
selection from James T: Farrell's novel, "Ber-
nard Clare."” This selection captures part of
the spirit of thousands of workers who wait-
ed silently and protestingly In scores of cities
all ever the world on the fateful day. LABOR
ACTION takes this opportunity to thank Mr.
"Farrell and the Vanguard Press for permis-
sion' to publish this section of the novel.—
Editors.
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ONLY WORKERS’ COURTS
WILL GIVE THE WORKERS
JUSTICE '

Voices were unchained in a cheer,
The cheer rose, swept through the
air, died down quickly. A c¢heer fell
into this well of silence. Alert, the
mass watched for the next sign.
Alert, the police watched the watch-
ing mass. ,

Time dissolved in an agony of ten-
smn. :

The sign was removed.

Again, waiting.

. DEATH WITNESSES
BEGINNING TO ARRIVE
‘Once more, voices were unchained.
Boos“ and hisses. They rose and
sounded like the roar of a caged and

) anything like this, and he was aware

of pricking and shivering sensations
of the spine.
. He didn’t know what would hap-
pen. He didn’t know what would hap-
pen to him. He didn’t know what he
would do. !

He stood rooted. He was dazed.
Boos, hisses, the rising moan
drowned out thoughts. He saw with-
out seeing. He saw a policeman rest-
lessly turning his head to his right.
He saw a woman moaning with low-
ered head. He sa® a tall policeman

walk. His head .cleared.
‘Once again time dissolved in this
agony.

wounded beast. He had never heard

standing like a black statue on the

# A

SACCO MURDERED

Torchlights flared in Union Square.
A detachment of motorcycle police-
men swept in file onto the scene from
Fourth Avenue. Their motors barked.
Their open cutouts shot bullets of
sound through the air. The mechani-
cal whistling moan of sirens. The
moan of this mass, growing in vol-

. ume, mingling with that of the siren,

On this particular JSSue, which has

with the bark- of the cutouts, and
with the muffled roar of a subway
train. The crowd milled. Some dashed
away. A little man in front of Ber-
nard lowered his head and ran off at
breakneck speed. The crowd moaned,
howled. A woman fainted near him.
Three men carried her away. Milling
men and women were all about him.
Others stood fixed, dazed. He stood
in his tracks. A young man put his
hands to his ears, lowered his head,
and shrieked. Policemen moved about
very efficiently. A detachment ap-
peared on Fifteenth Street, appeared
as if from nowhere, and entered the
square.

—Murdered!

In his thoughts, this was the word
that he had not used.

—Murdered, he told hlmself amid
this milling confusion.

And another sign:

VANZETTI MURDERED
More people ran. A powerfully
built man in work clothes sobbed
pitifully. Bernard saw him in: the
vague light, tears streaming down

si'b:lity for the contracts they make.

In Memoriam: Sacco and Vanzetti

his face, his muscular long arms
limp at his sides, his huge frame
relaxed, his wide shoulders sagging.

“HO00000000:” It was a young
man in a dark suit who was bent
forward, hands to ears, moaning.
“HO0000000000000!”

This terrible moan of the crowd
persisted amid the torchlights, the
milling crowd, the moving police-
men, _

The moaning young man wa¥ led
into a taxicab by others. The cab
moved off. ' '

On his left a woman shrieked al-
most in his ear. \ _ /

Others ran.

Policemen were, closed in on all
sides.

“Break it up! Break it up! Break
it up!”

“HOOOOOOOOOOOOOO i

“Break it up! Break it up! Break
it up!” ;

A policeman shoved a man. He
looked back. He moved off. He passed
Bernard with lowered head. Bernard
heard him spit out the word: )

“Cossacks!” !

“HO0000000000000!”

From the windows of the Commu-
nist newspaper, the sign still hung:

VANZETTI MURDERED

It was removed, and the earlier
sign replaced it.

ONLY WORKERS' COURTS
WILL GIVE THE WORKERS
JUSTICE

And standing in the midst of all
this Bernard suddenly realized that
the tragedy was consummated. It
was sealed, sealed with the finality
of death. '

—Murdered.

“Break it up! Break it up! Break
it up!” :

“Move on! Move on!”

“Break it up! Break it up!”

Bernard found himself on the walk
in a crush. Police hemmed in this
crowd. Others still milled on the
grass, and many more ran away.

“All right, break it up!” -

“Break it up. It’s all over now!”

The cop who had said this was
close to Bernard. He sounded as if
he were snarling. Bernard glared at
him. There was a sneer on his face.
Bernard trembled. He turned away
from the policeman. His sense of
identification with the mass was com-

. plete. He was one of them. The po-

liceman shoved him. He was elbowed
and pushed about.

“Come on, boys, let’s sing the In-
ternationale,” an old woman said de-
fiantly.

She was immediately in front of
Bernard. He saw her clearly. She
was tall, and her gray hair was un-
combed. Her face was stonelike, firm
and strong; it seemed gray in the
dimness. Bernard considered it a no-
ble face, full of character.

The_ crowd on the walk formed
into a parade. She led them toward
the _center of the Square, and they
sang.

Avrise, ye prisoners of starvation!

Arise, ye wretched of the earth!

For, justice thunders condemna-
" tion,

' A better world’s in birth.

Bel:nard marched behind the tall
woman. Her gray coat seemed dusty
in the vague light. Her shoulders nar-
row. From behind, he saw that she
held her head high.

He was neither afraid nor cour-
ageous. He was one with many. His
only emotion was this sudden one of
-solidarity. Together they were pa-
rading, singing, lined as if arm in
arm. Powerless to fight in the face
of the organized police with their
clubs and guns, they sang as before
they had stared with unflinching hos-
tility. And he was one with every-
body in this straggling parade, one

with the nameless and wonderful old

woman leading it.
’Tis the final conflict,
Let each stand in his place,
The International Soviet
Shall ‘be the human race.
“All right, all right! Break it up!”
Reaching the middle of the Square,
the parade was still hemmed in by
cops. Here and there a policeman
shoved someone. A woman was
jammed against Bernard’s shoulders.

"He caught her.

“Thank you, comrade,” she said
in a foreign accent.
“Break it up! Break it up!”

snarled the policemen.

The parade lost motion, order., The
marchers, the singers, were separat-
ed into atoms. Bernard became an
atom. The parade dispersed, evap-
orated.

Bernard walked diagonally out of
the Square toward Fourteenth Street.
Policeman looked at him with con-
fident hostility.

At the curb he saw an armed mo-
torcycle policeman sitting relaxed on

his machine, chewing gum, his cap.

pushed back on his head, a mop of
hair emerging from under it. Chew-
ing his gum, he looked idly at Ber-
nard. Near by, Bernard saw news-
paper reporters, with press cards
stuck in the bands of their hats, talk-
ing with a police captain. In a slant-
ing ray of lamplight he saw the gold
on the captain’s uniform. One of the
reporters was nodding his head. An-
other was watching the exodus of
people with a practiced eye. His eye
met Bernard’s. Bernard's didn’t
flinch. There was nothing in the
glance of the reporter, no sympathy,

no recognition. A cold, practiced eye, .
at these shabby

gazing at him,
workers, streaming by, as if they had
come here for the precise purpose of
giving this journalist a story.

(Reprinted with permission of Vanguard
Press and James T. Farrell.)

Dubmsky Earns Appellation of “Labor Statesman”’

of the ILGWU is out of comsonance

was a blow against the ILGWU,

' When the capitalists or their gov-
ernment representatives or journal-
.istic cohorts want to give a merit
_badge to a. labor leader who has done
them an especially good turn, they
call him 4 jlabor statesman.”
‘Last weak ;when David Dubinsky,
président of the International Ladies
Garment. Workers Union, advised the
locals and joint boards of the ILGWU
tqcontmue signing “no-strike” agree-
‘ments: and not to boycott the new,
‘Taﬂ: Hartleyized NLRB, the big busi-
ness newspapers praised his example
of “labor statesmanship” - and called
his policy “intelligent,” “astute,” “en-
hghtened » “pealistic,” ete., etc.
¥ ‘ .
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announced in Labor Action
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solidarized the AFL and CIO as no
other blow. by the reactionaries has
done during their ten-year split, Du-
binsky has a virtual monopoly of
such “statesmanship.” For at the
same time that Dubinsky was bind-
ing the 400,000 members of his union
to no-strike pledges in return for a
union shop agreement, his own AFL
through its general counsel was ad-
vocating exclusion of “no -strike”
clauses from contracts. It and the
CIO were fighting, in the battle of
legal interpretation of the Taft-Hart-
ley, law, for recognition of the wval-

_idity of union contracts minus the

no-strike pledge,

Dubinsky’s unasked-for and un-
called-for “no-strike” pledge on be-
half of*is union was not merely out
of step with the leaders and ranks
of CIO and AFL but was an obsta-
cle placed in their path.

“LABOR RESPONSIBILITY”

However much Dubinsky finds the
Taft-Hartley law “vicious and ineq-
uitable,” he “declared his union
would not use it as an excuse for
shirking its responsibility to main-
tain stability in shops that had con-
tracts with the ILGWU.” (New York
Times.)

“Labor statesmen” are always
great for RESPONSIBILITY. But so
is Raymond S. Smethurst, Washing-
ton counsel of the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers! Speaking for
the NAM, the latter said: “Employ-
ers should resist attempts by labor
organizations to escape legal respon-

"

The elimination of ‘no-strike’ clauses
or similar commitments from labor
contracts can defeat the primary ad-
vantages of the collective bargaining
agreement.”

The NAM isn't going to find Du-
binsky shirking his RESPONSIBIL-
ITY.

It is indeed a shame that the lead-
er of a union with a progressive and
intelligent membership has taken
such a step. .

WHAT IS BEHIND IT?

What produced this move? Cer-
tainly the unique relationship be-
tween the Ladies Garment Workers
Union and the needle trades bosses,
wherein labor-management collabo-
ration has been elevated to a first
principle, and the interests of work-

- er and boss assumed to be identical

in this small-scale, precarious and
seasonal trade. The lack of major
strikes in the needle tradgs is one
of the biggest boasts of the union
leadership in recent years, whereas
the earlier years of struggle, militant
and prolonged strikes and socialist
radicalism are being “lived down.”
Without going into the necessity
and importance of the right to strike
for the needle trade worker, we con-
demn Dubinsky’s move from the

broader standpoint of the general
welfare. of the labor
whose strongest segmenis in heavy
industry are now embattled over this
right. The gquestion of labor solidar-
ity .is involved here. And the action

with the strategy of the rest of the
labor movement; it breaks the unit-
ed front of the union movement in
the struggle against the Tafi-Hart-
ley law.

As an industry dependent on a
consumers’ markei, one can easily
see how the weakening of the strug-
gle of the workers for higher wages
can in turn affect the needle trades
industry and the union. So that even
from the extremely narrow interests
which dominate Dubinsky, his action

In order to be able to obtain high-
er wages, the workers must have, un-
trammeled and unfettered in any
way, that primary right of all free
labor, the right to strike. The no-
strike\pledgos that the Taft-Hartley
law would exact from all organized
labor are the first serious step—in
peacetime, too—to abrogating that
right completely.

So, please, no .“labor statesman-
ship,” Mr. Dubinsky; just a little
labor solidarity.

movement, -
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General “*King’’ Lee
Of the MTOUSA!

By JAMES M. FENWICK

The king business certainly isn’t
what it used to be. Always troubles.
If it isn’t as in the case of Leopold
of Belgium, some badly misunder=
stood relations with the Nazis, then,
as in the case of Carol of Rumania,
it is some all-too-well understood
relations with Magda Lupescu—with
the saving grace, in this last instance,
of having furnished the.world with
a socially useful limerick. Or it's
those sudden business trips which
recent kings of Greece and Italy
have had to make—the business be-
ing what an aroused people was
about to give them. Or it's being a
ruler on an international WPA basis
—as is the situation of George' in
England, which is rather infra dig,
¥’ know.

Definitely, the king market is on
the bearish side. The most histori-
cally conscious of the international
haemophiliac set have wisely taken
to advertising cosmetics or have
thrown themselves onto the other-
wise contracted export market for
marriages abroad. It's not such in-
teresting work, perhaps, but it's
more steady.

The world king market, like the
international market in fertilizer,
movies, or atom bombs has been
cornered by United States imperial-
ism. From now on kings wishing to
practice will have to get a license
from the U. S. State Department.

Not that we wish to imply that
the field is closed. There's always
room at the top for those who, to
use Engel's phrase, are able to real-
ize that freedom is the recognition
of necessity. One of those who
proved the truth of this dictum be-
fore his unlamented death was Gen-
eral Patton, who by his antics be-
came known to the German people
as George S. Patton III, the Mad
King of Bavaria.

THE NEW “KING”

A new crowned head has arisen-

in the U. S. Army abroad. He is Lit.
Gen. J. C. H. (“Jesus Christ Him-
self’) Lee, supreme commander of
MTOUSA — Mediterranean Theatet
of Operations, USA. The Secripps-
Howard Press, as a little circulation
builder and out of concern for the
creation of an army which has excep-
tional world imperialist tasks to
perform, has recently carried a se-
ries of exposés on conditions in Lee's
kingdom, written by a staff writer,
Robert C. Ruark.

Actually, the conditions described
are not exceptional, as any GI will
verify from his own experience. But
for the benefit of those among the
civilian population who may be af-
fected by the recent eyewash in the
press concerning the democratization
which is allegedly taking place in
the army, a review of the bill of
particular presented by Ruark may
not be amiss,
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In one of his great dramas, Mar-
lowe has one of his characters in-
quire;

“Is it not passing brave to be a

King,

And ride in triumph through Per-

sepolis?”

A LIFE OF SPLENDOR

With far greater unction than the
barbaric Techelles, Lee can similarly
reply: “O my Lord, 'tis sweet and full
of pompe.” For his personal use he
has the following: A private train
containing a moving picture car,
lounge cars, sleepers, diners and a
car for transporting his Cadillac and
Buick convertible, a specially equip-
ped C-47, always maintained on the
alert, and numerous other more
mundane vehicles such as a $14,000
trailer, command cars, and jeeps.
How Lee must envy Hannibal his
elephants — always assuming, of
course, that Lee ever heard of Han-
nibal.

When weary of the sophisticated
pleasures of the French Riviera, he
can rough it for a while in any one
of the suites he maintains at Rome,
Florence and Viareggio. While at
Caserta he sweated out his stay
there in a $22,000 nest. It was here
that, with truly Roman splendor, a
so-called Paulina's Pavilion was con-
structed at a cost of $5,000 for a fare-
well party given the daughter of
General Sir Frederick Morgan, KCB.
It was used once.

The minor brass managessto mud-
dle through. One major, says Ruark,
“has a showplace here in Trieste. It
is huge and cool and beautifully
equipped. There must be about eight
rooms. It costs him $105 a month,
and he couldn’{ duplicate it in the
States for $1,000. The average Army
wife has two Italian servants, some-
times three....The servant costs her
about $10 a month.”

RUARK'S REPORT

The average GI fares somewhatl
differently. Of the physical condi-
tions of the 700 men in headquarters
and service company at Leghorn,
Ruark says:

“They have 12 showers, two of
which weren't working when 1 saw
them. A WAC company of 121 wom-
en, in the same area, has 10 showers.

“The HQ men eat in a mess hall,
off mess trays. The heat is so in-
tense that many of the enlisted men
either skip the meal entirely or dine
off doughnuis and coke in the snack
bar at noen, going to town in the
evening to eat at their own expense.

“I had lunch there. Fat pork was

served in the 95-degree temperature.
No man finished his meal. .

“The HQ men have no day room
in their barracks. There is no place
to sit off duty.”

Of what are graciously known in
the army as “pass privileges,” Ruark
says the following: )

“Viareggio, 30 miles away, is a
wonderful resort, and would ordi-
narily provide a happy recreational
outlet for the men. Unfortunately,
all Viareggio is completely off limits
to everyone but residents. And I

" don’t have to tell you who the resi-

dents are. If anything serious ever
happened at night, they’d have to
set up headguarters in Viareggio, ac-
count of there wouldn't be anybody
important in Leghoern after dark....

“It{ is nice to go to Florence, a
short distance away, to enjoy the
rest hotels afford there. If an en-
listed man is good, he can enjoy
Army hospitality every 64 weeks.
The ratio of seven men to the com-
pany, each week end, works out to
one pass to -every 64 men. There is,
naturally, beaucoup accommodation
for the you-know-whai

GIs are dogrobbers not only to
the officers but to their wives as
well. GIs are detailed to take officers’
children to the beach. One staff ser-
geant runs a day nursery. Chauffeur-
ing officers to their favorite bar or
to—shall we say? —the opera and
then waiting hours for them to stag-
ger out is, of course, Standard Oper-
ating Procedure.

The officers, with that idiotic pet-
ty-mindedness which is a mark of
what humorists call the military ppge
fession, are salute-crazy: :

“Col. Remington Orsinger, ¢ ¥
mander of the Port of Leghorm, !
so busy commanding the port th
he carries a disciplinary report book
to note the mames of all whe fail
to salue his car when it passes. He
also interrupts his work to lean out
the office windows to bawl at the
enlisted personnel in the street. He
is said to carry a special pair of
scissors for the abrupt removal of
stripes from the* arms of noncon-
formists, but that I never saw.”

For men who reach a point bes
yond which they cannot stomach
such officer conceit, stupidity and
brutality there is a DTC—a disci-
plinary training camp—at Pisa. Here
petty inventions of petty minds are
used to correct the effects of petty
inventions of petty minds. One fa-
vorile punitive measure is the clean=
ing of messkits with a needle.
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Currently there is the usual talk
about looking into the situation.
Congress promises to ‘investigate. Ei-
senhower issues his traditional
mealy-mouthed statement. Bradley,
off on an inspection tour of Europe,
says nothing. We can be sure, with-
out having to bring into play the
whole arsenal of Marxist historical
method, that the total result will be
of no great significance.

THE “REFORMED” ARMY

Lee has figured in the news be-
fore. It was his blundering which
caused the late arrival of winter
equipment on the continent in 1944,
thereby resulting in widespread suf-
fering. Nothing ensued. Patton was
involved in more than one scandal.
He was puffed up into a hero. Kilian,
the notorious commander of the
Lichfield prison camp (and the sub-
ordinate, incidentally, of Gen. Lee)
was recommended for promotion:
Lee does no more than other army
brass. He merely adds his own airs
and graces. To expect Eisenhower
or Bradley to act against one of their
cronies is to be very naive, indeed.

This is a capitalist army and as
Jong as capitalism exists the army
will reflect the class structure of so-
ciety as a whole, Changes in the
army can be made, but only through
organized mass pressure. Periodic
exposés on the order of the current
one are of little value. We have
heard considerable of the reforms
which the army has recently been
instituting. Conditions in the king-
doh of MTOUSA  shows of what
practical worth such reforms are in
actuality:

King Lee rules.

By V. I. Lenin:

Letters from Afar ... terenenninres 20¢c
On the Eve of October ............ 20¢
Paris Commune .................... 25¢

The Proletarion Revolution

and the Renegade Kautsky.. 35¢
Tasks of the Proletariat .......... 20¢
TEACHINGS OF KARL MARX.. 25¢
The Young Generation ............ 20e
War and the Second Infernat’l 25¢
War and the Workers ............ 15¢

Prices include cost of postage and
handling.

All orders must be prepaid
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