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Work for a Workers World;
Join the Workers Party!
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_NOVEMBER 10, 1947

A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS.OF SOCIALISM

' FIVE CENTS

UAW Convention Issues
Vital for All U. S. Labor

By WALTER JASON

_Two significant landmarks in
American political life come within
a week, of each other. One is the
UAW-CIO convention, which prop-
erly ‘will be viewed as a source of
progressive ideas, program and mili-
iant action to spearhead the whole
CIO. The other is the special ses-
sion of the United States Congress.
These two conventions are related,
for both of them are convened to
furnish, in one way or another, an-
swers to the burning prnble;qs fac-

ing the American people living un-

der capitalism today, One may sum-
marize these problems in two major
questions: What program can stop
inflation and the coming depression?

_ WALTEB BREUTHEE .- =

- political power?

TRy LAk LR e

What policy can eliminate the threat
of a third world imperialist war?

It is a foregone conclusion that the
delegates representing Wall Street
will give satisfactory answers at

. their Washington sessions, in the in-

terests of the class they serve, the
capitalist class. The “convention” at
Washington will gear the administra-
tion program to the aims of Wall
Street’s world imperialist ambitions.
A form of the Marshall Plan will be
adopted. . Any measures to “combat
inflation” will gwe benefits to the

-.éapitahsts and not the working peo-

ple.

MEANING OF VOTE

What about the convention of the
UAW-CIO? It lacks political power,
to be sure, to carry out immediately
its program for the benefit of the
‘working man. But it does have at
least the duty of adopting such a
program, and struggling for the de-
cisive political power required by
the workers to achieve their aspira-
tions for a good life.

The convention of the UAW-CIO
should be studied in the context of
this general outlook, for the conven-
tion has value insofar as it provides
for the intrusion of the labor move-
ment into the destiny of the nation,

and realization of .itself as the master.

and not the servant of society. The
great economic power of the UAW
and the whole labor movement re-
mains firm. To what extent will this
be. snpplemented as it must be, wlth
This, lnlestion. is

posed as a guide fo evaluating the
UAW convention actions in program
and policy.

The developments at the UAW
convention will revolve around the
central axis of a decisive event that
has taken place: after two years of
sharp factional struggle between the
Reuther tendency and the Addes-

(Continned on page 4)
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By DAVID COOLIDGE

DELEGATES TO THE UAW CONVENTION:
The Workers Part of the United States
greets you as you assemble for the elev-
enth annual convention of your mighty or-
ganization. We do not greet you and your
convention as "outsiders,” as those who
"interfere" in the affairs of your great
union. We greet you as fellow workers, as
fcllow toilers in' the same struggle; the
struggle to build an omnipotent American
labor movement which will beat back the
common enemy and establish security,
peace and happiness for the masses of
the people. This'is the task you are en-
gaged in, and we of the Workers Party
associate ourselves with you. .
Your convention is confronted with
momentous questions and problems for

“which you will seek a solution during your

sessions. You ‘have your own internal
problems and alsg:the problem of devising
ways and means 30 dgfeat the schemes and
designs of the chpitalist ruling class, as
embodied, for examiple, in the NAM-Taft-
Hartley Act.

POLITICS—BUT LABOR POLITICS!

Your chief interndal problem is onc
which has Deen forced on you by those in
your international whe? in one way or

other, follow the commands and the po-

litical line of the Communist (Stalinist)
Party. We want to say right here, before

- we go farther into this guestion, that we

do not agree with those, in your ranks or
outside the labor movement, who take the
position of “no politics” in the trade un-
ions. When the political leaders of the two
capitalist parties, the Republican and
Democratic Parties, talk this way, we
know what they mean and what they are
after. They mean by “po politics,” no
working «lass politics, no labor polities.

The capitalist politicians of the Repub-
lican . and Democratic Parties made this
clear again in the NAM’s Taft-Hartley
Act when they made it illegal for us to
use our union funds and our union pub-
lications for political progaganda. These

capitalist Republican and Democratic

politicians want to tie us to their parties
and inveigle us into voting for these twa
parties. They don’t want labor to have its

own party and its own labor candidates. -

The Workers Party understands this and
you understand if.

The Workers Party also is not in agree-
ment with those in the union movement
who talk about "no politics” in the union.
The union movement does have politics in
it and that is correct. The labor movement
should resort to political action, but this
poiiiicul action should be working class

5

political action—based on a program for
the working class and carried. out by our
own working class candidates.

When the Workers Party takes this po-
sition and says so to you and to all of la-
bor in the U. S., we do not believe that
this is “intereference” in the affairs of
your union. As we said before, we are not
“outsiders” and we will not act like out-
giders. Yes, we believe in labor politics,
working class politics. We believe that we
should have a mass working class political
party in this country: a mass Labor Par-
ty, ‘built on the unions and drawing its
main support from the unions. We believe
that this Labor Party should have a pro-
gram for American labor and be fitted
into the needs of the working class! The
only way that American workers can be-
come powerful enough to aid and do their
duty toward labor in other lands is to
have a strong labor movement in the U.S.:
strong in the economic field and well or-
ganized politically.

This is one point at which the Workers
Party differentiates itself from the Com-
munist (Stalinist) Party. We ‘are for poli-

i tics in the unions; but-we are aqainst Sta-

linist politics in the laber movemept and
everywhere else. We are for working
class 'politics in the union. Stalinist poli-

OR OFFENSIVE

endenf Political Action Central
in a Militant Union Program

tics, the politics of the “Communist" Par-
ty. is not working class politics. This is so
because the Communist (Stalinist) Party
is not a working class party. It is a totali-
tarian party, a police party. H
The ‘“Communist” Party in the U, 8. is
the representative of Kremlin Stalinism,
with its record of murder, brutality, im-
perialism, oppression and all manner of
anti-working class and anti-union agtions.
The Stalinist party and its politics are
contrary to all the democratic aspirati0n§
of the working class and to all trade union
demoecracy. This is why we say that we
are for politics in the unions but against
the activities of the Stahnlats lg the
unions. ol

STALINISTS WILL DESTROY UNION
Your union has been harrassed during
the past few months by the machinations,
the frame-ups and the usual filthy prac-"
tices of the Stalinists. Officers of your in-
ternational who are under the control and

“direction of the Communist (Stalinist)

Party have engaged in a campaign of
frame-up, union wrecking and mud sling-

ing, that’has become a stench throughout _

the country. !
The Addes-Thomas-Leonard- Stahmst

group has concentrated this barrage of
(Continued on page 3 in editorial column)

By HERMAN BENSON

DETROIT—Two matters have been widely dis-
cussed in the UAW: (1) What should the union’'s
attitude be toward the Communist Party, and
(2) where do all other political groups fit into
the pictures These two questions, the Communist
Party in particular and political groups in gen-
eral, are separate and distinet questions.

The Addes-Thomas-Leonard faction is allied with
the followers of the Communist Party in the UAW.
The Reuther faction atfracts all those who are ac-
tively against the Communist Party. We of the
Weorkers Party and LABOR ACTION are also op-
posed to the Communist Party. One of the reasons
(among many others) why we are for the victory
of the Reuther tendency is because, on the whole,
the fight against the Communist Party in the UAW
is a progresisve fight which is to the benefit of lhe
entire laber movement.

“Red-baiting!” shrieks the Communist Pal ty.
And its misguided tools and stooges in the union
take up the cry. The CP lumps all its critics into
one camp under the general title: “red-baiters.”
Its aim is simple: to intimidate all its erities in
the union movement into silence. It wants the
union to be divided into (1) those who are for or
with the Communist Party, 'and (2) those who
keep their mouths shut. It proclaims: Truman is
a red-baiter; Hitler was a red-baiter; William

Can Auto Labor
Escape Politics?

]
Green is a red-baiter; Reuther is one; the Trot-
skyists are red-baiters; ete., ete., ete. To the CP
the term has one and only one mmpie meaning;
anyone who attacks the Stalinist party or replies
to its lying arguments is a “red-baiter.”

Durifig the war, the Communist Party denounced
those who opposed the no-strike pledge and speed-
up plans: as "red-baiters.” Today this same Com-
munist Party accuses the "red-bailters" of favering
the speed-up and opposing strikes! .

But what does the term “red-baiting” really
mean? Red-baiters are those who evade the justi-
fied demands of the workers or who avoid mili-
tant working class action by denouncing the ad-
vocates of such action as “reds” or ‘“communists”
or “socialists.” By appealing to the anti-socialist,
pro-capitalist prejudices of backward workers, the

“red-baiters” hope to prevent the adoption of
Tiecessary, almple, fighting union demands or pol-
icies.

A RIGHT WAY AND A WRONG WAY

But this does not apply to the fight against the
CP in the UAW. Union militants are not fighting
against the Stalinist Party because it is too mili-
tant, too radical, tdo “red”; they are fighting it
because it has shown over a period of years that
it is a reactionary, anti-labor force which opposes
genuine, militant union policies. In fact, the worst

(Continued on page 4)

More Than One Way to Appease Bosses

Taft-Hartley Dispute Leaves Leaders of BOTH Factions With a Great Deal to Account for to the UAW Ranks R

DETROIT — The popping. of paper

bags sets up a breéeze and mukes
quite a noise. It's like the ammuni- -

tion being fired in the stage-show
battle in the UAW on the question of
the Taft-Hartley law. The two sides
are shouting "bang-bang"” at one an-
other in very loud voices.

Shall*we sign the Taft-Hartley af-
fidavits or not? Reuther does not
take a very firm position. A number
of his followers are known to be in
favor of signing. Addes-Thomas and
company, at least for the moment,
are opposed to signing. The hubub of
their squabble makes it difficult to
concentrate on the really vital ques-
tions raised by the T-H law.

Thus it comes about that the “Mili-
tant,” which speaks for the Socialist
Workers Party, hails the Addes-
Thomas-Leonard ~group which, it

"

says, “will fight tooth and mail

Let us first make the position of

of labor. After tHis reconnaissance,

That goes for those who want to sign

against this slave oath at the UAW
convention.” This group, says the
“Militant,” is part of the fight in the
whole labor movement to “call a halt
to the leaderships’ spineless retreat
before the Taft Act.” And it brackets
these great “militants” with the lead-
ership of the United Rubber Workers
Union and the UE which apparently
also fall into this great progressive,
militant camp.

This is too much. There are no
comic strips in the “Militant.” Per-
haps the editors intended all this to
serve instead. Or perhaps their hope-
less entanglement in the UAW situ-
ation has turned them into dizzy and
unwilling comics themselves. Only a
well-developed sense of humor will
see them through the dark days
which lie ahead for them,”

% .

LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party clear: Every militant in the la-

~bor movement should support the

fight against the signing of the Taft
affidavits. This is an elementary duty
of those who would keep the union
movement free and independent of
fhe meddling of government bureau-
crats. But anyone, whoever it may
be, whether he publishes not one but
twb newspapers, who would reduce
the whole question of the Taft law
to the question of signing affidavits
is throwing us off the track. Such a
one helps to cover up for dema-
gogues like| the Addes-Thomas group
who are “ﬂletreatmg" just as “spine-
lessly” and just as quickly as the rest
of the cringing labor leadership.
The Taft law is a hostile ineutsion
by the-capitalist class into the rights

the pro-boss politicians, judging. by
the reaction of the labor movement,
will either retreat or strike greater
blows at the workers. The big ques-
tion is this: shall the labor move-
ment resist this law by every means
possiblé in order to render it inef-
fectual or shall it attempt to evade
it by a policy of appeasing the em-
ployers? If the labor movement ap-
peases the capitalist class, the Tafts
and the Hartleys will become more
arrogant. If the labor movement re-
sists, they will have to pause.

We oppose the signing of the affi-
davits because it flows from and is
part of a policy of appeasement,

In the UAW the whole top leader-
ship, and that includes the Reunther-
ites as well as the Addesites, have
followed a policy of appessement.

f

and it goes fo,r those who don’t want
to sign. . °

The first majm contract after the
passing of the Taft law wag won by
the United Mine Workers Union.
This contract discarded no-strike
clauses and provided that the miners
are to work when willing and able.
This was a big victory for the labor
movement. It was a great example,
With few exceptions, however, the
rest of the leadership of the Ameri-
can labor movement, AFL as well as
CIO, contented itself with speeches
in praise of the mine workers but
with actions which sabotaged their
efforts. The recent convention of the
National Maritime Union recalls us
to our senses. It passed a resolution

(Continued on page 2)
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Reuther, Fenster Debate in

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND — Walter . Reuther, In-
{ernational President of the UAW-
CIO, and Leo Fenster, Recording Sec-
retary of Fisher Body Local 45, met
in debate in Cleveland on Sunday
night, October 26, to thrash out speed-
up charges against Reuther first made
by Local 45% leadérship on August
10 and widely publicized ever sinee.
The debate was: held ‘in the Collin-
wood High School Auditorium be-
fore about 1,000 UAW . members,

_ evenly divided in support of Reuther
and Fenster. The two speakers cov-
ered the same material as has been
put .out by both sides since the' be-
ginning of ‘the controversy, On close
examination of thHe’ facts the charge
just doesn't stick.

“The speed-up charge avamst Reu-
ther, first made at the Local 45 Stew-
ards Body meeting on August 10, was
prompted by a statement released by
the National Planning Association
calling for increased production as a
means of obtaining higher wages.
This NPA statement was signed by
Reuther, James Carey, Emil Rieve
and several other big names in the
uhion ‘movement. While the Stewards
Body only authorized a committee to
write a leiter io Reuther asking him
1o ‘explain his stand on this matter,
the August 14 issue of “The Fisher
Body ‘Eye Opener” (Local 45 news-
paper) carried a slory of the stew-
ards’ meeting and also printed the
open letter,

Since that time, the “Eye Opener,”
edited by Leo. Fenster who is recog-
nizéd as a Stalinist spokesman in -the
UAW, has again and again smeared
Reuther with the speed-up charge.
The September 12 issue actmally de-
voted over 80 per cent of its space to
thiis smedr, 156,000 COPIES OF THIS
ISSUE WERE RUN OFF TO
SPBI',AD THE SLANDER. (Local 45
has a membership of 2,300!)) “FDR,”
faction organ of the Addes-Thomas-
Leonard group, reprinted two pages
"of this paper in full. i

In the debate, Fenster again made
the charge that Reuther actually
knew that his signature would ap-
pear on the NPA statement. He fur-
ther stated that Reuther had put his
speed-up theory into practice by ad-
dressing a meeting of delegates from
Studebaker Local 5, and advising
them to work for maximum efficien-
cy, at the same time that the com-

_pany was plahning to lay off 1,400
workers while keeping up the same
total amount of production. Fenster
further charged that the Local § lead-

*

ership favored accepting the com-
pany’s proposition. Other statements
by Fenster included the claims that
Reuther was a member of the Na-
tional Planning Association, and that
this group was a front for the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers;
that Richard Gosser, Reutherite Re-
gional Director. for.the Toledo- area,
favored speed-up at the ‘Willys-Over-
land plant; and that Reuther told the
General Motors locals'to go baek' to
work in 'the 1945-46 strike before the
piece-work issue was settléd. Fenster
ended his ‘presentations with® aplea
against red-baiting,

REUTHER ‘REPLIES s

Reuther, in his presentation, point-
ed out that he had been against
speed-up, piece work, and incentive
pay- for a long time. He said: that,
when the current charges were made
against him, he asked the majority

* in the International Executive Board
to preferscharges so’ that' he might
have a fair trial, but that the major-
ity refused to do so. He explained
that while he claimed the Local 45
leadership had at one time been for
piece-work; he was sure the member-
ship was against it.

Reuther presented the record of
the 1943 UAW convention in Buffalo,
where he led the fight against iricen-
tive pay, while 'the Local 45 delegates
there were for it and R. J. Thomas
openly called on the workers to raise
their efficiency. Reuther pointed out
that under the present GM contract,
he had helped 12 locals to do away
with piece:work; while the United
Electrical Workers’ union (whose
leadership sees eye-to:eye with the
Addes group) now has piece-work ‘in
every ‘GM plant with which it has a
contract.

Reuther, steering preity clear of
rgd-baiting -in his talk, did point out
that the very same/péople who'called
Roosévelt and ‘Reuther- war-mongers
during the Hitler-Stdlin pact, quickly
¢hanged over and labieled Reuther a
Hitlerite ' fascist agent for -opposing
incentive pay after Rusdia got into
the war. He also showed that “FDR,”
-sévéral other local 'papers and the
CP official * publication in Michigan

all carried the present ‘charges
against hnn.‘
Reuther covered many ilems in

rapid *diccession, ‘including ' the fact
that he never addréssed “any kind ‘of
delegate or membership meeting of

Studebaker Local 5 ‘in the past three,

years, though he did speak to.thrée
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Local 5 representatives in his own
office on social security problems
alone. He cha.rged' that the Local 45
paper had accused fhe Studebaker
union of accepting the job cut and
speed-up while, in fact, a meeting of
1,500 Studebaker workers had rejéct-
ed the company offer; that the Stude-

-baker union membership had . just

shown ‘tseonfldence in its ‘Reuthier-
ite ledderstiip by voting a' complete
slate' bf 16 delegates to the ¢bnven-
tion by -a'4 to-1 majority; thit the
NPA statement ‘was releaséd ‘while
he'was'on'a 14-day vacation‘due ‘to“a
breken-4nkle, and -that he had re-
pmliated ‘the ‘statement on his fetiirn
to“his ‘bifice;” that he stood’ for' wage
‘ineréases “dut “of corporation ‘profits,
and not out of increased productivity;
that he was not-a member of the
NPA, ‘but-thdt’ his name -did- appear
on some’ of its special réporis. In-that
cohnédtion, he produced 4 gigantic
enlargement of ahother NPA state-

“meént, -issued *March - 1946, With the

‘names- of ‘' Addes, Thomas and Leon-
ard on it.

Reuther said that he would fight
for the right of anyone to believe in
any political philosophy, but that he
didn’t want -the union used by any
group. He showed how He had fought
speed-up just recertly by authorizing
strike action in two GM plants facing
company ~spbnsored speed-up -and
promised ‘to fight oul this issue at the
convention.

Counter-attacking, he charged that
in Jackson, Michigan, the Reynolds
Spring Co. was incréasing production
‘without wage increases, and that the
Addes group was’ blocking Interna-
tional Executive Board approval of
strike action to prevent this;'and that,
furthermiore, - the local 'union -presi-
‘dent, Cooper,, was practically a com-
pany stooge, but was protecled by
the 'Addes ‘group ‘when 'Reuthér
dsked to put an administrator in; and,
finally, that the company was closing
down its Trenton, N. J., plant, shift-
ing the work to Jackson, because the
men - there refused such bdd terms.
He also defended Gosser's adminis-
tration at Willys and said that the
workers there had some of the bést
conditions in the UAW:. 4

Reuither finished up his presenta-
tion by pointifig ouf that every de-
cision during the course of the last

'GM ‘strike was made ‘by the unani-

mous ‘vote of the executive board, so

UAW WORKERS!
Newark I.ec‘furé!
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that his opposition shares the respon-
sibility. He called for a united fight
by all auto workers against speed-
=wup, and predicted a convention vic-
tory for his caucus.

FENSTER REBUTS

In the rebuttal, Fenster made a
rather weak apology for the 1945
stand of “his-associates on incentive
pay. He said he wasn't there as a
delégate, and-didn't know ‘too much
about it (!, but he thought that
those Who had 'been-{or piece-work
might have had cloge’ relatives in the
fox: holes”and so were acting on pa-
‘triotic ‘mbtives, He=salso aceused Reu-
ther “of ‘usitig ‘most “of “his time for
réd-baiting. !

Reuther replied by reiterating his
opposition to red-baiting, and char-
acterized the Communist Party as a
bunch ‘of “political prostitutes” at the
service of a foreign power, without
trying to link the CP with anyone in
his' opposition. He again predicted a
clean sweep for his group at the con-
vention, and showed that in his home
local, 174, he was sure of 235 out of
239 convention votes, While the three
leaders of his opposition al®had suf-

‘feréd deféats in'their home locals—

Leonard in- Local 227, Addes in Wil-
lys, and Thomas in Local 7.

‘While nét much new material was
presented in this ‘debate, -it -was a
good ‘thing: in' that it placed directly
‘before the ‘assembled auto workers
two sides of a controversy wracking
their union. The 'speakérs had -ample
opportunity 'to tell what they were
for and against. Unfortunately the
debate was moxe or less limited to
‘{he speed-up ‘charge, and nothing was
said about solving .that and othér

problems of the auto workers. Here -

was a good chance to tell the work-
“ers ‘about independent pelitical ac-
- tion, about conducting their “struggle
against the giant corporations, both
economically and politically, but nei-
ther side did so. :

“Before the meeting, members and
friends of the Worke:s Party distrib-
uted the ‘pamphlet “Incentive Pay,
The Speed-up New Style,” with a
leaflet attached, relating it to the
meeting. They also passed out the
latest issues of LABOR ACTION and
The Neéw. International, with-leaflets
ddvertising’ a local  meeting on “So-
cialism or World Chaos,” with Max
Shachtman ‘as the main speéaker,

OK, NOW WE KNOW
THAT THEY ARE
SERIOUS ABOUT IT

“While some elements of the pop-
ulation have shown a disposition to
be critical of President Truman’s
-food 'conservation, program, others,
fortunatély, -have given it their
wholehearted support. This is true
with respect to the National Pretzel
‘Bakers Institute, which recently
“held in annual convention in Atlan-
tic City.

“According to ‘an International
News Service dispatch, the pretzel
bakers ahnhouncéd fhey would co-
opérate 100 pér ‘cént 'w1th‘ the con-
servation program.

“Norval . Postweiler, president of
the Institute, asserted there are 92,-

'000,000 pretzel nibblers in the United

‘States....He also pointed 'out..that

“it‘isvalmost impossible to eat a pret-

zel without scattering some crumbs
on the table or floor.

“Postweiler’s idea is that these
crumbs’ ‘should ‘be 'saved and inade
info sonié nutritious ‘food. 'Recipes
are to -be compiléd to - inform :the
public how to .prepare appetizing

dishes “mide of pretzel cruribs”—

Froin fhe Clevelind Plain Dealer.

| Jim Crow Lines

Figures Show

Bosses’Pockets

By GERRY Mc¢DERMOTT

WEST VIRGINIA — Jim Crow is
money in someone's pocket.

Figures on comparative income of
white and Negro war veterans in the
South prove just how much

survey by the AFL, based on figures
from the Bureau of the Census and
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, show
that incomes of Negro veterans are
30 to 78 per cent below thoze of
white veterans.

In Birmingham, Negro vets receive
30 per cent less than white vets; in
New Orleans, 36 per cent; in Atlanta,
53 per cent less; in Memphis, 59 per
cent’ less; in Houston, 63 per cent;
and 'in Jackson, ‘Miss.,, 78 per cent
less. That means that in.Jackson, the
capital ‘of ‘the  state that -produced
Rankin, Negro vets earn 22 cents for
every dollar earned by a white vet-
eran. On the other hand, it is in-
teresting to note that the Negro gets
the highest pay in Birmingham and
New Orleans, both Southern strong-
holds of the CIO.

The figures, which were collecled
only on veterans, are undoubtlediy
true of workers as a whole in the
South. Not only do these facts point
to the very heart of Jim Crow, they
demonstrate to the white worker and
the labor movementl as a whole why
Jim Crow is a mortal enemy of labor.

When discrimination is explained
away as the result of “ignorance,”
“prejudice,” or such things, that is
true enough. When you go a step
further and say that such “ignorance”
and “prejudice” are DELIBERATE-
LY PLANNED AND ENCOURAGED,
you are closer to the truth. But when
you see the starvation wages that
employers can pay as a result of en-
couragihg “prejudice,” you have the
heart of the problem laid bare. “Prej-
udice” in the South—and North—is

MANUFACTURED for PROFIT.

When you see that a Negro in Mis-
sissippi’s capital city can be hired for
22 “per cent of the wages a white
worker receives, you understand that
Rankin and his type serve the rich
class in their state, Jim Crow is a
business proposition and it pays.

But it is not only the Negro work-
er who loses. From common sense
and long experience, the labor move-
ment' has learned that when any
wages' are low, the low wages in-
variably drag down all wages. It is
exactly for that reason that @inions
must be' nation-wide. Organized la-
bor must “organize the unorganized”
or perish. The wages of the Negro
worker in the South are miserably
low—and as a result, white workers
in the South are miserably under-
paid, too.

That is why Operation Dixie, the
great drive to unionize the South,
must be pushed ahead to complete
success. And that is why the labor
movement as a whole must fight
tooth and nail against ALL forms of
planned “prejudice? and “ignorance”
that stand in the way of full equality
for the Negro.

Let the Negro people note their
real enemies. It is not the misguided
or uneducated white fellow-worker
who falls for the boss' plan. It is
the little handful of men who grow
rich on Jim Crow.

By Leon Trotsky:

Living Thoughts of Karl
Marx ........... ..$1.50

Stalin (a biographyl.... 5.00

Cash with orders—We pay postage
Send for our complete-list!
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Jim.
‘Crow does pay off—for the boss. A

More Ways Than
One to Appease--

(Continued from page 1)

for withdrawing all no-strike clauses
from its contract.

APPEASING THE BOSSES

'I-‘he-U}\W has not followed the ex-
ample set by the mine workers and
the seamen. Instead of withdrawing
no-strike clauses it has' decided to
strengthen them. Does this seem sur-
priging? It is not. A resolutibri’on the
Taft law. passed by the Iritermational
"Esxeculive Board insists thatiin’every
contract ‘there be a clause exémpting
the union’ from lawsuits by the em-
ployers. “And 'how do they intend to
get this'exemption. BY APPEASING
THE:EMPLOYERS, BY ‘STRENGTH-
ENING COMPANY “SECURITY
CEAUSES, 'BY PROVING TO!THE
BOSSES THAT THE UAW CAN
“DISCIPLINE” ITS OWN WORK-
ERS. The resolution reads: “The con-
tract grievance procedure normally
utilized in such cases provides ample
protection to the employer and there
can be no justification for his resort
1o the institution of suits in addition
io invoking the provision of the con-
tract relating to discipline.” Isn't this
clear? The employer doesn't need
lawsuits because -the contracts will
allow him to discipline the workers.

And how has this worked out in
practice, “In the Murray Body con-
tract, the union got a clause exempt-
ing it from lawsuits. In return for
what? A promise by the local unitn
that it publicly would denounce “all
Bo-called “wildcat” sirikes. Who' ne-
gotiated the ‘Murray contract? The
Reutherites. And who praised - thie
provisions of the Murray contract.
Sée the Addes slopsheet “FDR” of
October 9.

And who negoliated the Ford con-
tract, the latest contract and the one
which preceded it? Richard T. Leon-
ard. He negotiated the “company se-
curity” contract signed in the middle
of the GM strike. This contract con-
tains no less than 17 paragraphs re-
pudiating so-called wild-cats and
states categorically: “Any ‘employee
or employees found guilty of insti-
gating, fomenting, actively support-
ing or-giving leadership to such'ille-
gitimate strike shall be subject to
discharge.”

And do you know how the great
leader of militants, Leonard, handled
the question of the Taft law? Here is
what he “won” for the workers: “In
consideration of the undertakihg by
the union hereinbefore provided to
avoid ‘unauthorized strikes and work

stoppages” the company agreed to-

investigate -for a long while before

instituting any suits under -the Taft
law.

The Miners Union met the Taft law
by withdrawing no-strike clauses.
The whole UAW leadership met it
by appeasing the employers, by
strengthening the no-strike’ 'clauses.

HOW IT WORKS'

Let no sophist now give us a lec-
ture on how ineffective wild-cats "dare,
ete,, ete. We know all ‘about ‘that.'But
we'also know that once the uhion
has ‘pledged itself in advance to ‘re-
pudiate and denounce so-called wild-
cats, the employer has'a Wwedpon ‘in
his - 'hands. He can then provoke
strikes and tause ‘divisfon and dis-
sension in the union. What were’'the
results of the notorious
pledges” during the war.

"no-st'rike :

-

Let us hear what a smart repre- .

sentative of the capitalist class has
to say about this business: Thomas
Shrover, general counsel of the joint
Congressional committee to study
the operation of the Taft law, speak-
ing at the'annual dinner of the Print-
ing Industry of America said:-

“There has been considerable talk
‘of by-passing” the law, of contracts
wherein the ethployer renounces the
“right to sue the'union for strikes and
‘breach  of contract, In those cases,
‘Hbweéver, the employer has received
‘$omeéthing in retufn, It (the Interna-
tional “Harvester Contract) provides
‘that in'case of a wild-cat strike, the
ufiion will' immediately post on the
‘buletin boards a notice to its mem-
‘bers to ignore the picket lines, not
to “stipport the strike and a request
that “the strikers retutn to work,
ANYONE FAMILIAR WITH LABOR
RELATIONS "MUST KNOW THAT
SUCEH ‘A PROVISION
"MANY TIMES MORE THAN A
‘RIGHT TO SUE FOR DAMAGES.”

The leaders of both factions in the
UAW, the Reutherites and the Addes-
ites collapsed in the face of tHeir
tasks because they were all anxidus
to lick the boots of Phil Murray, a
“sober” conservative man, and win
his favor in the fight for power.

All ‘the fussing of the Addes bloc
.is'only to take our eyes off its miser-
able, appeasing record on the Taft-
‘Hartley law. They are not baring
their fangs to fight “tooth and il
dgainst the slave'law. No. They are
just opening their mouths wider to
‘have their teeth pulled.

UAW militants! To fight the Taft
law, follow the lead of the miners
and seamen, not the lead of Murray,
Addes, Leonard and Reuther.

If Mr. Vishin_sky Wanted
An Answer - - Here It Is]

Dear Editor:

Mr. Vishinsky, a most fitting rep-
resentative of the Stalin regime, de-
serves a reply to the question he
posed to the correspondent of the
New Leader, Julius Epstein. The
Vice - Minister of Foreign Affairs
held a press conference on Septem-
ber 26 during which Mr. Epstein
asked him to confirm or deny the
authenticity of the protocols signed
by Molotov and Von Ribbentrop in
1939. Vishinsky tholght he was par-
rying the question by asking in re-
turn: '

“I can only ask the persons who
ask such questions whether they can
confirm or deny the fact that there
are many documents which . prove
that the Trotskyites were in the pay
of the German fatsicts.”

The prosecutor of the Moscow
Trials who gaitied his present post
by the services he rendered to Stalin
at those frame-up trials, shuffles the
cards clumsily in his deal to Mr. Ep-
stein. The German documents which
fell into the hands of the American
army included copies of the secret
protocols to which Mr. Epstein re-
ferted. Their contents have been di-
vulged in the press of the world.
The Russians have mnever hadcheek
enough ‘(and that is something they
do not ldck) to deny their authen-
ticity. It was the Russian representa-
tive at the‘Nuremberg Trials who ob-
jected strenuotisly to the -efforts ‘of -
the ‘German prisoners.to *efer to
these documents and to introduce
copies in evidence. Why 'did they not
prove -to the world 'then ‘that ‘fhese
documents were fakes? The answer
is that they could not possibly do so.

These records stand.

The case is quite different for “doc-
uments which prove that ‘the Trot-
skyites were in the pay of the Ger-
man fascists.” A committee repre-
genting a great variety of ‘social ‘and
political opinion, sent a ‘document to
the ‘prosecutors -at Nuremberg, in-
cluding the Russians, petitioning
them (in reality challenging -the
Russians) to produce even one scin-
tilla of documentary evidence to show
that the Trotskyists had had any re-
lations whatsoever with the German
Nazis. This petition reached Nurem-
berg when the key figure mentioned
in the Moscow’ Trials, Rudolf "Hess,
was on ‘the ‘stand. The Stalinists had
claimed ‘that Hess' was ' the- go-be-
tween. Why “Wwere mot sich ‘décu-
ments produced? Why have none
been produced ‘sin¢e? The Vyshin-

skys ‘had-a-goldén: opportumty b ‘of-
‘fer objective ‘Proot i this aatter. ¢

u

Their silence has a tongue far louder
than the brazen one of Mr. Vyshin-
sky.

A number of students had access
to the Nuremberg documents, They

have failed to find one single refer-.

ence to show .that the Trotskyists
were in the pay of the Nazis. And yet
the. German- documents were remark-
able for their completenéss in every
detail,

Some sections of the press re-
mained silent on the Moscow Trials
in the period of 1936:38 when it
seemed to concern only some Old

Bolsheviks. On the whole the indif-

ference of the press gave encourage-
ment to the Stalin regime to work
the same gag on their “democratic”
opponent$ in ‘the Balkan and other
countries. The Petkovs owe their fate.
in part to the failure of the wétld
préss to throw the ‘pitiless light ‘of
truth on the Moscow ‘Trials “whén
they occurred. That ‘same press now

takes for granted the fraud ‘perfe- -

trated in Rumahia and Bulgaria ahd
Yugoslavia, just as it occurréd earli-
er inside Russia. Had world opinion

IS "WORTH

made itself strongly felt at the-'timie °

of the Moscow Trials, Stalinist “jus-
tice” would not have made ‘its way
so readily across all the borders.
\(signed) NORMAN TI-IOMAS
JAMES T. FARRELL
JACK WEBER
October 25, 1947 ' !
(See letter to New York City press,
on this same subject by Max Shaeht-
man, Chairman of the Workers Par—
ty, in October 27 issue of LABOR
ACTION.—Ed.)
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For a New Labor

(Continued from page 1)

filth on Walter ‘Reéuther, the president of your
“international. The Addes - Thomas - Leonard - Sta-
“liniist ‘faction has been joined in this filth slinging
and attempted frame-up by the Socialist Workers
Party,publishers of The Militant. This'party giv-
‘ing’ aid and comfort to totalitarian Stalinism; in
“a'party statement, accepted the Stalinist slander
that the President of your international aimed ‘at
'§étting up a dictatorship in the UAW. This-is an
astounding position to be advanced by a group
which is supporting the Stalinist slate for a uhion

“eonvention.

The Workers Party makes it clear that we make
'no“¢ompromises with Stalinist totalitarianism aid
“Union wrecking. We make ‘no ‘cdmpromises with nor -
‘offér ‘any truce to the GPU. That is precisely what
‘a victory of the Addes-Thomas-Leonard faction ‘will
‘ieah.'We do not know what the pofitical affitiation
of Addes is; we only know that he- hds followed: the
Stdlinist ‘political line. Thut ‘is' énough for us. Pet
‘him clear “himself if ‘he can. Let him clear ‘himself
before the voting for officers takes place ‘at your
xonvention, not afterward. We have not'reason to
believe that Thomeas-and Leonard are members of
the “"Cammunist" Party. They are rank opportunists
and captives of the Stalinists. This is just as satis«
factory to the agents of the Kremlin assassins as
membership.

"' Thomas is merely a dolt and a clown who
wants to be president-again. He demonstrated this
'at your last convention. Leonard is the reaction-
ary who was ready to give “security” to the Ford
Motor Co. These are the crederitials of the leaders
‘'of a‘faction which is seeking to tike over the con-
trol of your international. The Stalinist Party
crouches in the background, with poised ‘dagger,
to stab: your internstional in the back and deliver
it to the control of its GPU.

'WHY WE SUPPORT REUTHER

The Workers Party and its members in the
UAW are supporting 'President Reuther and the
slate which he heads for election at your conven-
tion. We believe:that in this situation Walter Reu-
ther ‘and the majority of his supporters in the
UAW represent progressive and militant trade
uidnism- in relation to reactionary Stalinism as
represented by the Addes - Thomas - Leonard fac-
tion. It is our opinion that if the democratic tra-
ditions ‘and’ the militant record of the UAW are
to have even a fighting chance to endure, this can
be accomplished only by the defeat of the Addes-
Thomas-Leonard Stalinist faction and the election
of the Reuther slate.

While giving full support to Walter Reuther in
the struggle against the Addes - Thomas - Léonard-
Stalinist faction, "we '6f the Workers Party are not
Reutherites. We are supporters of the program Reu-
ther put forward in the UAW at the time-of ‘the
General Motors strike. I+ was ‘the Workers Party
which called this program "The GM Program." We
do not belleve that Reuther has been a consistent
and militant enough defender of this program. Fur-
thermore, the Workers Party is in full disagreement
with ‘the continued procraslmuﬁon and dodging’ of
Réufhier in connection with independent working
¢lass politics. Reuther remains tied to capitalist

. politics ‘and the capitalist parties. The -program

which Reuther announced at- fhe -time of the GM
strike,"and which the Workers Party lgbelled "The
GM Program," is not consistent with support of the
two' capitalist parties. To carry out such a program
r&’qulres an ‘independent party of the workers: an
iidependent drid militant Labor Party. Tkis is the
cbntradiction ‘which Reuther is in.

‘We said above that the majority’ of the Reu-
ther supporters are the progressive forces in the
union. That is true, but there are extremely reac-
tionary-elements in the Reuther caucus. These are.
the real professional and reactionary “anti-reds.”
Theése ‘'union members get their “line” from out-
side the union just as do the Stalinists.
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They are opposed to the Stalinists because they
believe that Stalinism is communism, or socialism.
1f- the Stalinists: were always faithful and loyal
union builders, always militant unlon fighters, this
‘group woild be -just as opposed to thém as they
are today. This 'is their "line." This growp opposes
the Stalinists from 'a most reactionary point of
view, This group is against militant working class
independent politics.. They are' anti-Semitic and
anti-Negro.

If the Reuther slate is elected the genume
militants in the UAW will have a very serious
probiem with this.particular group of reaction-
aries. They will not cease their “red-baiting” and
witch-hunting after the Stalinists are defeated.
They will find other “Stalinists” and ‘“commies.)
“This will be their name for all uncompromising
‘militants and for all those who want real and
genuine democracy for all in the UAW. One of
the first tasks<dn the interest of building a more
powerful UAW is the complete elimination of the
reactionary influence of this group.

. Aside from the important matter of routing
the Addes-Thomas-Leonard-Stalinist faction, your

. convention will be faced with one urgent problem

INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION. The so-
Iution to 'all the pressing problems before your
convention and the labor movement can be sum-
marized under this head: organization for inde-
pendent po_!itieal action,

Your union is ‘a part of the PAC. What is the
PAC planning to 'do-about 19487 The same aos in
1944 and 19462 Support the Democratic: Party? Or
perhaps some Democrats and some Republicans?
Thoese ‘who voted ‘against the Tuﬂ»l-lcrﬂey bill?
There ‘is certainly nothirig new in this procedure.
"The ‘AFL'was ‘doing subsfantially this before the CIO

“was Born. That didn't stép the “friends of labor"

‘éléctéd By’ the support of the PAC from voting for
Hhe Tatt-Hartley bill of the last Congress. It will
'not stp the anti-labor bills of the first Congress
AFTER the 1948 elections.

We hope you~will think about these things
during your convention and that your convention
will discuss these issues right out on the floor of

"the convention. Not as at your last convention,

where the important issues were discussed in the
caucuses of the two factions. Fight it out in the
convention, before all the delegates. That is the
way for democratic and militant trade unionism.

Again the Workers Party greets the eleventh

. annual convehtion of the UAW (CIO).

Civil Rights

The President’s personally appointed Civil
Rights Commission has made public a lengthy,
detailed report on its findings. It is indeed an in-
teresting document in its deseription of the for-
mal democratic “heritage” of the country and the
evidence of the violations and invasions of that
heritage.

The Commission records what it terms the
progress made in the field of civil liberties, but
declares that new and greater safeguards must be
established, citing the dangers now present in
American society.

Many things come to mind immediately on
reading this highly interesting report, among
them the unlikelihood of Missouri’s Truman doing
anythmg to promote anti-lynching and anti-poll
tax 'legislation. However, we are 1eav1ng analysis
of this report for a forthcoming issue in which
Ernest Rice McKinney will examine its signifi-
cance in ‘detail,

As readers can gather from this special issue
of LABOR ACTION, we have omitted much im-
portant mater:al-—for ‘example, on the scandalous
relief investigation in New York City—to make
room for drticles on the UAW -convention which
we believe to be of the utmost importance for
American labor. These will appear next week. A
series of reports by Irving Howe, David Coolidge
and others on the results of the UAW convention

will “appear in LABOR ACTION following the
convention.

WORKERS PARTY
INFORMATION BLANK

I'am interested in joining the Workers Party
of the Unifed States. Will you please send me
all Information ‘as to yeur Program dnd how
'I can become a member.

Adduu

THE EXAMPLE OF KOREA:

Every area of theé world is directly affecttd by the
American-Russian imperialist rivalry, Near or remote
= of minor or major weight in the seales of lnternatlonal
importance—all this matters little. Not only illustrative
of this fundamental fact of our present world, but also
a-most revealing example of the respective strategies
of the two imperialisms is the sad ‘story of Korea, the
distant Asiatic penin\sula‘inhabited by 30,000,000
ple.
Korea for two years has been cut neatly and arbi-
trarily in two, by advance agreement between Stalin
and Roosevelt. During that period, two distinctive
Koreas have been produced—neither of them free and
both images of their ereators. A detailed study of the
course pursued by the two occupying forces would in-
deed be a valuable picture. The early phases of the
occupation have been excellently described in Harold
Isaac’ssbook, No Peace for Asia.

Now the rival occupation strategies have reached
their elimax. The fate of Korea is the issue. Two counter
propositions are before the United Nations, both of
which have the same objective—the reduction of Korea
to a.permanent colonial status, but under different
masters. During the course of its occupation, the Rus-
sians have created a powdéyful Stalinist hureat’lcmcy
(both political -and administrative), with a substantial
army at its command. The Russians feel this force is
ready to seize control over the balance of Korea( where
20,000,000 Koreans live, as against the 10,000,000 in
the Russian zone). Therefore, they demagogically de-
mand imnediate withdrawal of all foreign forces! The
rest can be accomplished by their cohorts and Quislings.
Their preparation for such a coup de main is indicative
of the superior driving force, energy and determination
of purpose and objective. that stands behind Russian
imperialism—in sharp distinetion to the utter confusion
and bungling of the American variety.

The American occupants of southern Korea, grasp-

ing the situation, have rejected this proposal and in-
stead demand a slow withdrawal, with parliamentary

elections to be held within a’year. American imperial- °

ism, in its fashion, is relying upon the capacity of the
various conservative and bourgeois parties it has acti-
vated in Korea to create a new army and state machin-
ery that will, given time, be able to halt any bid of
Korean Stalinism for power. It likewise believes it ean
win the elections because of the general dislike for
Russia manifest thruughout theeountry due to Russian
looting -and -exploitation in the: North. American im-
perialism ‘thus wishes to delay,: to stall, to hedge for
time, while hoping for the building up of a solid capi-

'wm‘ds ;of Lord L

3 ) ®
talist regime in the nation.

Torn between these two powers, what is the fate of

the. country? The struggle for independence . ahd- genu-
ine freedom not merely remains but is more sorely
needed, more-.desperate, than ever. The example of

Korea is a:picture of today’s imperialism at work in,.

what were suppoesed to have been yesterday’s liberated
colonies; |

THE EXAMPLE OF' NJRMA-

Burma ‘has-'pone ‘further than any of the Bl‘ltibh
empire’s Crown Coloniés or océupied areas in breakmg
s ties with the mother country. This former colony has
succeeded, to a large extent, in accomplishing what the’
colonial 'bourgeoisie of other lands—such as Indonesia
and Indo-China—have attémpted but failed to do. Bur-
ma has actually left the empire and secéded from the
famous Commonwealth of Nations. In all likelihood,
this marks the ultimate degree of “independence” from
imperialism obtainable by the capitalist class of a sub-
jeet’ colonial ‘nation. Yet this “independence” must be
properly” understeod for what it actually is—in the
Listowel; former Secretary for Burma,

“a change'in relations between the countries. The rela-
tions:between the countries will be dlﬂ’erent but no less
friendly or effective.”

What did these cheerful words signify? The terms of
the British-Burmese tréaty, signed October 17 and just
made -public, give the arswer. There has been an adap-
tation "to changed ‘conditions. The Treaty will be éffec-
tive in January, -after Parliament ‘has ratified the
Burma independence bill. Some of its terms are reveal-
ing of “ehanged conditions.”

A military mission, only from the United Kingdom
(size unknown); ‘will rerhain on in Bufma. British mili-
‘tary aireraft shall have the peacetime right to fiy over
the country and shall have facilities at prescrlbed air-
fields. Burma shall facilitate and’ assist the transporta-
tion of British military forces in time of war orits ap-
proach (this means the British can rebecupy the coun-
try at will).

Further, the financial accord of 1947 is to be con-
tinued, Wlth guaranteed protection for the commercial
mterests (partly or fully) held by British citizens. Ex-
isting ‘trade preferehce agreements between the two
countries‘is included in the pact.

In the light of ‘these and other details, then, the so-
called' independence of Burma :emerges as a working
agréement, keyed to fit the new times, between British
imperialism and the Burhiese bourgeoisie. The Burmese
ruling “‘class ' bedomes the more direct administrators
(co-partriérs would be' & ‘more accurate word) and con-
tinuators of the two-century old British rule.

Henry JUDD.

Japanese Labor Is Restive

Caught in dee-Pruce Scissors, Workmg Cluss Presses for Action

By JACK BRAD

The Japanese labor movement
shows increased signs of restiveness
and discontent with the Social Demo-
cratic coalition government. The re-
gime's failure to carry through its
announced prograt, ‘its apparenlyin-
ability to relieve the daily hunger of
Japan’s working millions, ‘and: its
constant retreat before the pressure
of the Democratic Party, right hand
of the coalition, have caused wide-
spread disillusionment,

The Social Democracy was brought
to power by an exiremely alert and
conscious working class on ‘a pro-
gram of substantial reform..On every
positive -aspect eof ils program,.the
SDP has surrendered. Its big - test
came on the issue of natiomalization
of the coal indusiry. Although the
bill presented to the cabinet was

~considerably weaker than the Brit-

ish nationalization, and even though
in practice the proposed nationaliza-
tion “would hardly have been more
serious than the already existing
‘government regulation,’ ” the con-
servative Democrats opposed it.

There is evidence that the Demo-
crats were acting in this case .as the
agents of MacArthur's headquarters.
They forced the SDP leadership,
which is now substantially right-
wing dominated, to retreat. This is-
sue marked the collapse of the SDP’s
leadership in the coalition even
though it retains a formal cabinet
majority.

LABOR MILITANCY _

Ip the measures for so-called “eco-
nomic'stabilization,” measures against
the working class, the SDP has -been
far more successful. It was'to secure
this program that the SDP was
brought to power with MacArthur's
blessing, since no outright capital-
ist regime had been able to put them
over.

On February 1, MacArthur brutal-
Iy broke the ‘abortive general:$trike
by employing - ‘police . medsures
dgainst  the strike leadership! ' He
then began a widely organized cam-
paign against economic militancy by
the’ trade unions under the guise of
opposition to communism, at the
same time as a new election was an-
nounced for April to yéplace the re-

‘actionary Yoshida: government, This

government had been the chief ‘ob-
ject of the gemneral strike and of the
militant marches, demonstrations
and other activities of the werkers.
Opposition to Yoshida’s regime had
been the axis for working class unity
around which all' the ‘unions and fed-
erations, the SDP and the CP had
formed. The presence of the reac-
tionary regime had ‘forced the work-
‘ers into 'the path of militant extra-
parliamentary sdction.

. With announcement of the election,
the workers became involved in an

- organized political contést in which

the leadership was securely held by
the SDP, which in turn was becom=
irig increasingly conservative -as it
approdched the possibility of becom-
ing a government party. Activity in
the ranks lagged during the pre-
election period. The workers, se-
curely harnessed to the parliamen-
tary objective of voting out the Yo-

shida government, became quiescent.
Equally important, the defects of the
general sirike were profoundly felt.
The militants were in retreat. The
leadership of the SDP left wing, Su-
zuki and Kanju Kato, issued state-

* ments repudiating -any alliance with

the Communist Party in_such a way-
as to proclaim their capltulatlon to
the right wing of Abe, Katayama
and Muzutani. The right turn of the
SDP leadership increased as it be-
gan to dicker -for office after the
election, from which it emerged as
the largest single party. For the first
time since the war, the fascist wing
of the SDP began an actiial struggle
against the left under the guise of
an anti-communist offensive.

COMPEL RETREAT

In the trade unions the same pro-
cess took place. The Youth Action
Corps, which had been the spear-
head and shock troop of united labor
action. and of the general.strike prep-
arhtions, was dissolved. The: number
of strikes fell markedly, as did fur-
ther organization of unions. At vari-
ous union conventions, ‘the general
strike was repudiated ‘and threats ‘to
leave the National, K Congress of In-
dustrial Unions were made by im-
portant locals of radio and newspa-
per workers, Splits occurred in sev-
eral unions. . 5 :

Finally, the National Congress of
Industrial - Unions itself repudiated
the general strike, ‘thus joining tlie
right-wing SDP:controlled -Japanese
Federation of Labor. Policies of class
peace and of opposition to “political
strikes” were ‘ddopted by both “the
JFL and the NCIU. The Communist
Party ‘endorsed ‘these poﬁcles offi-
cially.

One of the most serious legal rul-
ings was passed at this time. The Yo-
shida ‘government took advantage of
the general retreat to attempt to put
anh end to workers' control of prodic-e
tion strikes. The test occurred over
the cohitrol of, a Tokyo newspaper
which-was being operated by the lo-
cal union. The court orderéd an end
to union control and return of the
paper to the publisher, who was in
jail charged with being a war crimi-
nal: In the Toyo Watch Co. cadse, the
Supreme ‘ Court’s rulmg did not ex-
pressly forbid production control but
did' stablish legal limitations against
such ‘strike methods.

The black market contlrmes to
dominate econemic 'life! Prices re-
main out of control and continue to
rise rapidly. The. food situation is
increasingly desperate. Distribution
of rice rations remains seven to-four-
teen days behind, with an average of
25 days’ rations actually made .avail-
‘able ea¢h month. Caloric consump-
tion is estimated at 1792 in Tokyo
and 1822 in other cities, while 2,400-
2,500 are the minimum_ for work and
life. Deficits in rice collections were
made up earlier this year by releag
ing 600,000 tons of food from Amer-
ican sources. However, on September
23, MacArthur’s office. announced- that
American sources would - “substan-
‘tially” reduce food exports to-Japan.

To cope with this situation the.gov-
ernment introduced two complemen-

tary measures. First, it froze wages
A

at 1800 yen a month. Second, it or-
ganized ‘a program of agricultural.
subsidies and increaged official prices
on -all important staples. The result
of these measures was to place the
burden for the desperate food crisis

.on the 'working class. It costs- 1300
-yen a month for the city worker to

purchase his dnet of about 1800 cal-
ories.

The working class is caught in a
sciisors ‘between decreasing value of
wages: and increasing prices, ' both
official and bla¢k market. The official

-price of rice increased 300 per. cent

in September :and - black  market
prices 295 per. cent. At the same time

-the ‘government' cut- the official ra-

{ion -by oneisixth, forcing workers
to obtain between 30 and 50 per ceht

of ' their food' on 'the black market.
‘Cost ‘of public utilities' was' raised
~300 per cent. Clothing has virtually

disappeared, even from the black

‘market, The official ration for a fam-

ily of five consistéd -of one undér-

sshirt for six months. Meanwhile the

Amnerican occupation export policy
is- sénding out of the country 60 per

“cent ‘of cotton -goods production to
' Wélp cover the cost of occupation,

The . Katayama governmient has
presentéd 'a héw supplemetitary tax
bill for 70 billion yen, about 11 bil-
lion dollars a large part of which
is to go for occupation costs The
bulk of this new tax is to be borne
by the workers. According to a Kyo-
do news agency report of October 12,
this tax fould cost every worker
about 5700 yen a year or about three
‘months'-pay. Other measures-of “eco=
nomic reconstruction” have resulted
in-a rationalization of employment,
throwing thousands out of jobs and
threatening literally tens of thou-

sands ‘of other workers,

NEW OFFENSIVE

Under this: combined economic
préssure the Japanese working class
has bBecome increasingly dissatisfied
with the SDP regime. There has been
'much, talk of an “October offensive,”
Wwhich:might go into November. Last
year the labor movement organized
an October offensive of strikes and
demonstrations against the Yoshida
government. In October;, 1946, two

‘and a' half million man days were .

lost due to strikes, with 293,459 ‘work-
ers ‘involved in disputes.

Already, in April of this year, the
workérs had begunto recover from
the eﬂ’ects of ‘the “general strike de-
feat."In' that month 218000 workers
fornkd 1349 néw uniohs. On ‘Septem-
“ber 2%, 33,000 machine wotkers went
on strike., At present,  government
‘workers, who are most seriously af-
fected by the wage freeze, are lead-
“ing ‘the stfuggle, just as they did in
the géneral strike.

The form of strike is “absentee-
ism.” Hundreds of thousands of gov-
ernment workers, especially the com-
munications workers, who are very
well. organized, are staying away
from work. The Coal Miners Federa-
tion, which contains about 95 per
cent of-the workers in the industry,
has presented wage demands. Suzuki,
of the SDP left wing, has finally
spoken out against the wage freeze,
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EMI’LOYMEHT OF WOMEH AND CHII.BREN
The long-term pattern of the makeup of the

.

country’s labor force, by age and sex, has been

considerably upset during the war and since, the
U. 8. Bureau of Labor Statistics reports. The
moét pronounced eﬂ’ect has been the ahnorn:ially
large number of teen agers who joined the’ labor
force during the war, and the great number stlll
working two years after the end of the war. This
development reverses a steady decline for decades
in the proportion of boys and girls of school’ age,
14 to 19 years old, in the labor force. There has
likewise been an abnermal increase in the number
of elderly men and women in:the labor force, par-
ticularly those who have reached the normal re-
tirement age of 65.

Though the Ildbor bureau doesn't suy so, the
main reason for this increase in‘ child ‘labor andin
the number of elderly' pecple at work'is 'due’'to ‘the
skyrocketing cost of living and fo the disraption‘in
family life brought about by fhe ‘war. ‘Millions ‘of
fathers were-plucked from their jobs'by the armed
services, leaving ‘families dependent on Inhde%[‘ﬁﬂe
government allowances. This meant that ofhér mém-
bers of the family had to take up the burden.

At the same time, in the last two yédrs there
has been a reverse movement out of the labor
force of young men and women betweéen the ages
of 20 and 34. For this age group, there are '2,000,-
000 persons less than normal ‘in ‘the labor :force,
reflecting the high post-war marriage and birth

! rates, and full-time scheel enrollment 0f~veterans

under GI berefits.

In April, 1947, the country’s labor force con-
tained some 8,000, 000 teen agers and:men and wo-
men over 65, more than 2,000,000 greater than
normal. These two groups 'together represented
more than one-eighth of the total labor force.
There were 3,480,000 boys 14 to-19 in the labor
force in April, or 1,010,000 more than normal;
and 1;820,000 girls in that age range, or 630,090
more than normal. Thus the number. of boys:ahd
girls of school age then in the labor force ‘exeeced-
ed .normal by 1,640,000. About 600,000 of thege,
aged 17 to 19, were in the armed forces, the:bu-
reau cstlmated (The bureau’s term “labor'force”
includes all those gainfully employed, the unem-
ployed, and those in the military forces.)

AS TO WOMEN WORKERS ...

Contrary to some predictions, women-are hold-
ing on to the jobs they got during the wartime
manpower shortage. This, too, ean be tracéd by
the high cost of living, which often makes it nee-
essary for several members of a family to work
to meet family expenses.

In New York State, the industrial commissioner
recently reported that employment of wénien, whiie
slightly below the peak ‘of 1944, is:still’ Migher-than
for any pre-war, year. A recent survey, (répotfed
Commissioner Edward Corsi, showed Whati'a¥ Hhe

‘peak of war: production in' November, T944, thére

were 1,944,200 women employed in: the stafe; dr

34.1 per cent of the female ‘population "éver T4 )

years_ old, After V4 Day this 'numbér Yeclihwd®
1,856,900, or 31.1 peri cent, by April, 1946: i
then, the volume :of female employmeirt-has .
mained almost constant, with 1,848,000, or 30.6 ‘fer
cent, working as of April, 1947, The'present level
of female employment is far above the Best'pra-

_war year, In.1940 there were '1;453,356° &miﬁnﬂ. "nr

26,3 per cent, working in the state.

- The survey indicated that the faetories dare
successfully competing with “white collar” Wérk
for women workers. Women’s employmaeiit in ‘the
basic metal and machinery industry, for-instance,
rose by 12 per cent between 1946 -and 1947, and
this year women comprised 15 per cent of all €m-
ployes in that group, compared with only nineiper
cent before the war. There was almost no change
in the number of women working in non-mdnu-
facturing: industries in 1946-47, the total in. April
of this year being 1,274,000. The survey: showed
that women who were barred from jobs on ocean-
going ships during the war are now returning:to
the sea in increasing numbers as nurses, -attend-
ants, stewardesses, telephone operators, kft.ehe‘n
workers and matrons.

ECONOMIC NOTES

The institute of Life Insurance reports it is
growing “unegsy” over the rapid rise of personal
debt in the United States. The American people
as a whole went deeper into debt:in the first six:
months of this year, the institute reports. The
total of personal debt rose more than $3: billion
in the period, to reach a new high estimated at:

i

$45 billion as of June 30. The wealthy insSurance

companies are particularly disturbed because gov-:
ernment curbs on installment selling and con-
sumer credit in general, imposed during the War
as an anti-inflationary measure, hiave expired.
Last year the rise in persenal deébt showed the
largest annual in¢réease on record, more than ‘$8
billion, and this trend is still continuing. "'There &fe
some- disturbing implicatibns in the currentipersonal
débt situation,” reports' the institute. "In" the ‘ddst
18 months, aggregate persoral debt Sutstardidy
has gone up more than'$11:billion, adding ‘@ Hhird
to the total outstanding at'the end 6f 1945. Suth
an ‘abrupt rise is ‘unparalleled in the recordsCaf
‘personal debt statistics. . . . The prudent ‘course far

'the overdge person is to buy wisely amd fo'cénserve

hjs savings and other resources until a-competitive
economy is restored—not to jump on the - spcadlng-
borrowing bandwagon.”

The institute states that a recent fe_deral Te-
setve board study shows that more than one-guar-
.ter of the 46,300,000 spending units lived beyend-
their incomes last year, either by drawing on sav-
ings or by borrowing. The biggest increase in out-
standing personal debt in the first half of. 1947
resulted from the purchase of homes. Consumer
credit also increased susbtantially.

As one of the millions of. American bread- '

winners who is not well enough off to be "prudent“
and” to ‘‘consérve sa\rlngs until a competltwe
economy is restored, I've got an idea for all pf us
who have had to hit the Morris Plan during. the
past year. There is no use .of beth us and the.
Institute of Life Insurance worrying .about how
these debt are going to be paid back. Let’s Tet the’
institute worry about it. .

The Alexander Hnmu[ioa Iuhinfe reports | #hi i'c.
survey of rents from 1918 to the present Imﬂc :
that rents will cohtinue fo rise for several years.
(Say, 'it occurs to me all this makes a might
“blue™ column, but don't blame it on me, ‘bldie it
on capitalism.) Wifh 1935.39 as a base ‘of 100, ‘fn
June; 1947, the rent index™wds ‘10922, up. odly ’m
per cent over the 1938 -average of. 104.), If $ie
pattern after the First World War is r&pu
rents in the United States will continue to rise um!
the end of 1953, reports the institute.
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CONVENTION'S POLICY DECISIONS Wll.l. HAVE FAR-REACHING EFFECTS

UAW Convention Issues Are : Vital for All Labor

. (Continued from page 1)

Thomas - Leonard ~ Stalinist bloc, the
overwhelmmg bulk of the auto work-
ers have decided they prefer the
program and leadership personified
by Walter 'P. Reuther. *

This fact is crystal clear in the re-
sults of the election of delegates to
the convention, which  contest took
on the form of pro or anti-Reuther
slates. The Reuther forces enter the
convention with roughly 4,500 votes
as against the 2,400 of the Addes-Sta-
linist bloc, with approximately 800
votes not yet tabulated at this writ-
ing.

An important concluslon may be
drawn from this fact alone. The tri-
umph of the Keuther tendency rep-
resents a terrible blow to the Sta-
linist totalitarian machine operating
in the American labor movement.
This is a gennine progressive accom-
plishment because it was the werk
primarily of the active union mili-
tants in the most “radical” big union
of America. Only because Walter
Reuther and his associates appealed
essentially fo the progressive and
militant sentiments of the auto work-
ers against the reactionary role of
the Stalinists in the labor move-
ment were they able to achieve vic-
tory of a scope much larger than
even Reuther expected.

In terms of the UAW officialdom,
this development signifies a drastic
sweep and change. The Reuther cau-
cus has announced its candidates for
all top posts, and is likely fo win.
Besides Reuthe? for president, Rich-
ard Gosser is slated to replace R. J.

Thomas, John Livingston to oppose.

Richard T. Leonard, in the vice-pres-
jdential posts, and Emil Mazey is the
candidate against George Addes for
secretary - treasurer. There will be
considerable , shake-ups in regional
directors also.

MUST MEET PROBLEMS
' Howgver, if ‘fhe UAW convention
to accomplish more than just
giving a sound whipping to the Ad-
des-Stalinist bloc—important as this
js—the convention will have {failed
{0 measure up to the vital challenge
and tasks imposed upon it by the
economic and political crisis con-
fronting the.labor movement and the
whole nation.

To meet these crucial problems,
the auto workers have been present-
ed with two main platforms, reflect-
ing the character of the contending
factions. More exactly, the whole
struggle in the UAW has ‘led to the
xrowﬂl of iwo main political ten-

encies in the union around the ideas
that dominate the thinking of the
top leadership. One is the Reuther
program, and the other is the Addes-
.Stalinist program. This is a choice,
as LABOR ACTION has analyzed re-
peatedly, between a bankrupt tfen-
dency -that is largely discredited,
namely, the Addes-Stalinist bloe, and
the . Reuther tendency, whose pro-
gram contains a certain minimum
progressive content.

The Reuther tendency rallied mili-
tants to its ranks by the GM strike
program with its central idea of
higher wages without price increases.
This offered a possible road to a suc-
cessful fight against inflation, In con-
trast,” the Addes - Stalinist bloc
marched backward with its conserv-
ative and reactionary opposition to
those progressive ideas. Recent at-
tempts to regain lost ground by sud-

" denly wusing radical and milijant
phrases have not deceived many auto
workers.

PARIS, Oct. 23—Yesterday all 24
ministers of the government resigned
and the opening of the French Par-
liament was pushed ahead from the
second week.in November to Octo-
ber 28, This new political crisis fol-
lowed Sunday’s elections in France’s
38,000 . municipalities. The political
crisis has been met tempoyarily by
Ramadier, through a reshuffle ‘of the
cabinet, reducing its personnel by
half and, in effect, constituting it as
a makeshift emergency cabinet.
When the Parliament opens it
will have before it not only the
problem of de Gaulle and his party,
the RPF, which won the greatest
vote in the municipal elections; there

will be also before it the demand for -

a 50 per cent wage increase in the
minimum wage level ‘of the French'
workers, which is now about 7000
francs per month. The Stalinist lead-
ers of the CGT's (General Federa-
tion of Labor) 6,000,000 members
have made this demand and have
threatened a general strike if this
is net granted. The dilemma of
French bourgeois democracy is re-
flected in the reaction to this demand
by Robert Schuman, Minister of Fi-
nance, and MRP (Liberal - Catholic
Party) member, who ‘is reported to
have told Ramadier that the present
weakness of the franc could not
withstand this inflationary rise and
that he would resign if the govern-
ment accepted the CGT terms.

MIDDLE CLASS SHIFT

The - elections: have shown that

: while the middle classes have defi-

i .

For two years Reuther built a
careful record of union responsibil-
ity and an attempt ™o achieve unity
with the opposition on a sound basis
while the Addes-Stalinist bloc ex-
posed "itself as irresponsible faction-
alists, climaxing their mistakes with
an attempt to foist the notorious FE
merger proposal on the ranks of the
UAW.

Debate on those issues at the con-
vention will serve primarily to re-
affirm the character of the two fac-
tions, including the limitations of the
progressive content of the Reuther
tendency. In demanding verbatim
minutes of International' Executive
Board meetings, in calling for a
board of trustees to supervise inter-
national union finances, in asking for
adequate unemployment compensa-
tion and veterans' departments, Reu-
ther is certain of support of the vast
majority of delegates because it is
clearly to the interests of the rank
and file to have these measures
adopted.

REUTHER ON SPOT

The debate on the guestion of the
threat of a third world imperialist
war may take various forms. The
convention will reaffirm| the tradi-
tional opposition to um\‘versal mili-
tary training, without much discus-
sion. But.'the resolution on foreign
policy 'will bring out the differences
of opinion in sharp form. No matter
what wording is used in the resolu-

tion to blur or obscure differences,-

discussion will bring out the differ-
ent tendencies and thinking in the
UAW.

One thing is certain: the Stalinists
will show themselves again as func-
tioning exclusively in the interests
of Russian imperialism. They will at-
tack American imperialism with rad-
jcal phrases to cover up the crimes
of Stalinist imperialism. The con-
servative, pro-capitalist officialdom,
represented by the Thomases and
Leonards in the Addes-Stalinist bloc,
and the Gossers and Livingstons in
the Reuther camp, will hide behind
the CIO convention resolution on
the Marshall Plan and motivate their
actions by one main consideration:
How will my stand affect my chances
of election or re-election? Bureau-
cratic self-interest, and not the re-
quirements of the working class, will
be the motor-force in their thinking
and actions. :

The man on the spot on this issue
is Walter Reuther. At the last con-
vention, the Reuther forces support-
éd a resolution introduced by Victor
Reuther denouncing in general terms
both imperialisms, American and
Russian. At the CIO convention, Reu-
ther demonstrated to Philip Murray
his "willingness to “be a good boy”
and supported a resolution that, in
effect, endorsed the Marshall Plan.
But here, Reuther is dealing with the
militant UAW and faces the pressure
of the Addes-Stalinist bloc as well
as Murray's pressure.

The convention will be treated to
a classic demonstration of the art
of evasion and opportunism by Reu-

7 ther. Confusion and not clarification

on vital foreign policies becomes the
inevitable result, and the responsibil-
ity rests on the entire top leadership
of the UAW. An indicated clear-cut
stand against Washington and Mos-
cow may be lost in the shuffle.

TAFT-HARTLEY ISSUE

But there is one political issue that
can and may—as it should —break
through some of the confusion on pol-
icy at this convention. It concerns

FRENCH LABOR IN COMBATIVE MOOD

l De Gaulle Election Successes Sharpemng Class Relations in France

nitely shified to the ““strong man”
solution of de Gaulle, the working
class continues to follow both the
Communist Party and the Socialist
Party. The latter parties more or less
held their own with 30 per cent and
15 per cent respectively, compared
to de Gaulle’s 40 per cent. This of
the votes cast. Thirty per cent of the
electorate, an unusually heavy per-
centage, abstained from voting.
Hence, more than ever, the Stalin-
ists are determined to keep their
hold on the working class. They are

once more taking an aggressive stand .

in their presentation of the workers’
demands. But note their evolution in

‘ the past two weeks. At the beginning

of the subway and bus workers’
strike, which was called by an auton-
omous union, the Stalinist leaders of

» the CGT followed their old paitern

of first coming out against the,strike
and. then putting themselves at the
head of it when, despite their efforts,
the strike began to spread. The strike
was on when the elections took place
last Sunday. The results of the elec-
tions made the CGT more deter-
mined than ever that the strike end
with a victory of the workers. They
threatened the government with a
general strike if it did not capitulate
to all of the workers’ demands, chief
of which was the démand for a 25
per cent wage increase. The govern-
ment leaders, particularly those of
the SP, also acquired a new concern
for the workers. Last Tuesday they
gave in to most of the workers' de-
mands and the strike ended.

The SP leaders are now frying to

the acute problem of fighting the
Taft-Hartley law and other anti-la-
bor legislation. It can be defined as
the question of what kind of politi-
.cal and economic action the UAW
must adopt to stop the bosses' offen-
sive against labor, and make the
counter-attack in Behalf of the work-
ing people of America.

In the field of economic action,
there will be unmistakable senti-
ment to return to the militancy of

1937 and 1938, The least that any of.

the iop officials will do is pay lip-
service to militancy, all the more so
to cover up their lack of courage
precisely where it counts most—in
the field.of political action.

Before discussing this we must
point out that one aspect of the Taft-
Hartley law preblem presents a se-
rions problem to the Reuther ten-
dency in particular, because of the
reactionary position its leadership
took on the question of signing the
“hon-communist affidavits.” By say- .
ing it should be signed, the Reuther
leadership hoped to have a weapon
for isolating the Stalinists and em-
barrassing  their allies.

@

Fortunately: for the union, the
ranks were too busy cheering the
adamant position of John L. Lewis
on the Taft-Hartey law, for the Reu-
ther leaders to make this an impor-
tant issue. The capitulation of the
Reuther leadership to the pressure
of the anti-labor drive involved on
this question poses a serious prob-
lem. On this issue’the hope of the
UAW depends on the militants to
block this move and to keep the
union {from committing a terrible
blunder on this question.

MURRAY’'S INFLUENCE

On the fundamental question of
political action, the entire top lead-
ership knows it faces an unmistaka-
ble demand for.an independent Labor
Party as the only effective answer to
the anti-labor 'drive. Briggs Local
212, Chrysler Local 7, Local 306, lo-
cals in Flint and elsewhere have all
submitted resolutions demanding
ithat the UAW take the leadership in
calling for a natlogal conference of
all unions, CIO, AFL and indepen-
dents, to choose a platform, candi-
dates and build a Labar Party.

Unfortunately, a resolution on the
Labor Party will not pass. In ad-
vance, one can predict that the top
leadership, carrying thé majority of
delegates with them on this question,
will adopt some kind of resolution
paying lip-service to either a third
capitalist party or a vague indepen-
dent political action statement. The
reasons for this are important to un-
derstand.

. Looming over the leadership of the
UAW is the influence of Philip Mur-
ray, CIO president, who has already
committed the CIO to support Harry
S. Truman (the strike - breaker of
1946) for re-election. The Reuthers
and the Addeses find themselves torn
bétween the demands of Murray and
the sentiments of an increasing num-
ber of the rank and file. Under Mur-
ray’s pressure, Reuther withdrew
from the platform adopfed by the
national Reuther caucus, a declara-
tion in favor of independent political
action, even in that vague form. Two
of Reuther’s associates, Martin Ger-

ber and Emil Mazey, both of whom

" have often spoken for a Labor Party,

have maintained an embarrassed si-
lence since.

In the Addes-Stalinist camp, the
question of political action has fol-
lowed the gyrations of the Stalinist
Party. The big talk about a third
party has been replaced by phrases
of “eventually build a broad coali-
tion.” It is doubtful if this faction
will dare to put up a fight for Henry
Wallace for President. In a word, this
bloc is divided, confused and in re-
freat. ¥ .

Fortunately, the fight for a Labor
Party will cut acress factional lines,
and serve to expose to some extent
the limitations of the whole top CIO
and UAW leadership. The main aim
of the top leaderships will be pre-
cisely to aveoid such an exposure.
Thus the auto workers face the harsh
prospect of being politically impo-
tent in the 1948 elections due to the
conservative and reactionary policy
of its leaders.

Since LABOR ACTION is printing
a special article on the question of
“outside influences,”
treat with that matter here.

But there is one more issue pre-

Not All Politics Is "Outside Interference™

we will mnot-

: (Continued from page 1)
“yed-baiting” group in the entire labor movement
is none other than the...Communist Party! It
is the worst enemy of the militants in the union.
It has fought them for years. It has mobilized, or
attempted to mobilize, the most backward, the most
conservative elements in the union, against the
real fighters. Like the typical red-baiter, it justi-
fies its anti-militant, anti-union policies by de-
nouncing its opponents as “Trotskyists.”

If we do not allow ourselves to be hypnotized
by the CP’s mumbo-jumbo about “red-baiting,” we
‘will be able to see where Reuther is right and
where he is wrong in his manner of combatting
the influence of the Communist Party.

When Reuther points out that the Communist
Party and all its followers in the UAW -have
“'changed their spots in keeping with the changes
in foreign policy of the Soviet Unjon," and that
it has been for or against Roesevelt, for or against
strikes. for or against incentive pay and speed-up,
for or against the war—all in order to "reflect the
shift in the foreign policy of the Soviet Union.," he
is 100 per cent correct. It is all absolutely true.

When Reuther says that the policies of the
Communist Party are not based upon the needs
of the working class, that these policies are anti-
labor, reactionary...it is all absolutely true.

But...when, on the basis of these correct facts
about the CP, he leads members of the UAW to be-
lieve that all so-called "minority™ political groups
stand for and practice "interference' in the life
of the union and that it is therefore necessary to
be on guard against such alleged "interference"
from all:political groups, he is way off the mark.

The Addes-Thomas group, it should be noted
here, which is allied with the CP, states in its re-
port to the membership: “We oppose control of
our union by any outside group, by the Commu-
nist Party, the Socialist Party, the Republican
Party or any party or group.”

MANY POLITICAL CURRENTS IN UAW

What is wrong with the CP is NOT simply
that it is a “political group” but that it is a cer-
tain kind of political group, namely: a reaction-
ary, anti-labor group which serves the interests
and aims of the Stalinist regime in Russia. The
crime of the Addes-Thomas-Leonard bloc is not
simply that it is allied with a political group but
that it allies itself with and protects this reac-
tionary Stalinist political group. When Reuther
shifts the burden of his criticism away from the
CP in particular and onto political groups in gen-
eral, he enables the anti-Reuther bloe to cover up

. its rotten alliance with the CP with the smoke-

screefl of fighting for demohatlc rights.
There are many, many political currents and

. sub-currents in the labor movement as a whole and

in the UAW, How could it be otherwise? The vast
majority of the ClO is well convinced that politi-
cal action is a vital necessity for the working
class. Don't we all realize that pure and simple,
old-style unionism is not adequate? Even the lead-
ers of the AFL are learning this simple fact. But
what kind of politics is necessary? Differences of
opinion are inevitable. Especially now, when more
and more workers understand that the old policies
of supporting "friends of labor" in the two old par-
ties are not good enough. What shall we replace
these policies with? All UAW members, all workers,
haVe the right and the duty, to argue for and to
fight for their respective political views, .
H'* There are only two types of people who could
thihk otherwise. One is the backward, uneducated
wotker who is against all politieal action and who
looks upon it all as an “interference” with the
“legitimate” functions of the union. In many AFL
unjons, any and all participation in political ac-
tion is looked upon as outside “interference.” The
other type is the Stalinists whe aim to wipe out
democratic discussion in the labor movement.
Wherever they have the power, they outlaw all
other groups, as in the United Electrical Union,
so-‘that they may have a total monopoly of rights
in the union for Stalinist politics.

‘The Reuther group itself is a political group and
tendency. More accurately, it is a combination of
fwc'_b ‘major political tendencies. The fact that the
supporters and leaders of the Reuther group do not
admit this fact or are not even aware of this fact
themselves does not change it in the slightest. In
the Reuther group we find (1) those who believe in
corntinuing the present ClO policy of supporting so-
called liberal Democrats and (2) that growing mili-
tant section of the union which is becoming dissat-
isfied with the old policy but does not yet know
what to replace it with.

"Those union leaders who propose on election
day that we support liberal Democrats. .. are they
not proposing “outside” interference? Are they.
not proposing “outside” connections for the
UAW? And these “outside” connections are not
only “outside” of the UAW ...they are connec-
tions outside of our class, the \wrking class. They
propose, in brief, outside connections with the po-
litical representatives of the capitalist parties.

SOCIALISTS AND LABOR MOYEMENT
We of the Workers Party constitute one of the

Can Auto Workers Escape Poﬁﬁcs?_- %
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political tendencies in the UAW as in the labor
movement as a whole. We believe in a change in
policy for the labor movement. We believe that it
is necessary to fight for a workers’ government
in this country; that it is necessary to take big
industry away from the monopolists and run it
for the benefit of the people. As a step in this di-
rection, we propose the immediate formation by
the unions of a new political party, an indepen-
dent Labor Party. To summarized: we stand for
and advocate socialist politics for the labor move-
ment.

Now it is true that we are a "minority" political
group. We are, however, part and parcel of the
labor movement. We are in and of the labor move-
ment. We are an "inside" political group. Our fol-
lowers are union men who join in all the struggies
of the working class, The Democratic Party, how-
ever, Is an "outside" group. Its connections with
the unions are maintained through the top wunion

officialdom. Those leaders of the union movement,

therefore, who advocate support to the Democratic
Party have no moral right of any kind to criticize
political groups in the union, merely because they
are political- groups.

At one time in the labor movement, the advo-
cates of the industrial union form of organiza-
tion were a “minority” ‘in the labor movement.
Today, advocates of this policy are the leaders of
the mighty CIO. The advocates of socialist union-
ism and socialist politics for the unions are'a mi-
nority foday. Tomorrow, however, they will be
the majority. All these questions, however, can
and must be decided by the workers on the basis
of the fullest, the freest and most democratic dis-
cussion of all problems, union problems as well
as political problems, :

The Communist Party is one end only one politi-
cal tendency among others in the labor movement.
However, because of its ideas and its program it
is a reactiontry and onti-laber tendency. That is
why we must fight it to the death. The fight against
Stalinism, too, must be conducted on the basis of
full and free discussion. In the last analysis, Sta-
linism can be fully and finally defeated only when
the labor movement itself adopts soclalist labor
politics and thereby makes impossible the winning
over of dupes to Stalinist politics by demagegic
appeals.

The correct slogan today in the fight against
Stalinism woyld be: Against control of the UAW
or any other union by the Stalinists. and their
allies. For the complete destruction of the Sta-
linist influence. For full democratic rights to all
in the labor movement.
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sented to the convention that merits
more than passing attention. In the
matter of a struggle against (Jim
Crow, the Stalinists have cooked up
once again a scheme calculated to
exploit the sentiments of the Negro
delegates and keep a majority of
them within Stalinist influence. It is
the demand that a Negro be elected
vice-president. i

In order to understand this ques-
tion, a refresher of previous events
is' required. At the last Michigan
CIOconvention, the Stalinists tried
the same maneuver. They made in-
dignant speeches about giving Ne-
groes their just rights, and they de-
manded a Negro be elected to a top
office. There was just one little thing
wrong with their whole program. A
Negro already was first vice-president
of the Michigan CIO and he was re-
elected on his merits. Negro dele-
gates themselves pointed this out to
expose the shady character of the
Stalinist attack.

The Stalinists were not interested
primarily in having a Negro as a
top officer—they voted against Bill
Humphries, a Negro. who happens to
support the Reuther tendency. The
Stalinists were interésted in getting
a Stalinist in top office, Fundamen-
tally, this is exactly how the question
presents itself at the UAW conven-
tion. Nor is it likely that the Stalin-
ist derhagogy will fool many of the
Negro delegates on this guestion.

PROGRAM WILL DECIDE

Although this convention will re-
tain the turbulent character of pre-
vious conventions, there should be
one important difference. Last year,
none of the major issues got a real
hearing on the convention floor. The
main discussions took place at the
caucus meetings, which are part and
parcel of the conventjon.

This is good. Let the factions pre-
sent their views fully and “clearly,
and with responsibility, before the
delegates, This feature will make it
more difficult for the usual charac-
ter assassinition, smear techniques .
and rumor-mongering—the ha!lmark
of the Addes-Stalinist bloc methods
—to play any role.

In conclusion, the true measure of
the progressive character of the
UAW convention may be evaluated
clearly by weighing in balance the
program it adopts around the three
major tasks before labor:

(1) The immediate formation of an
independent Labor Party based upon
the organized labor movement and
all -the mass - organizations ~which -
fight for the people. For -an uncom-
promising opposition to all the capi-
talist politicians. and a complete
breals with the Republican and Dém-
ocratic Parties.

(2) A plan of action against the
Taft-Hartley Act that relies on the
coordinated, independent mass action
of the workers in the form of strikes,
demonstrations, mass rallies and pick-
eting, etc. No reliance on capitalist
politicians in this fight. Every legal
and constitutional device to be em-
ployed without deluding the workers
into giving exaggeratéd importance
to them. No reliance upon judges and
courts and lawyers.

(3) Labor, and not the liberal ‘cap-
italist, to become:the true champion
of all sections of the population who
suffer oppression and discrimination
in any form. The organization by the
union movement of a Labor Veter-
ans Legion, mass tenants’ associations,
popular mass committees of Negro
and white workers to fight against
every form of race discrimination.
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associate themselves with the de-
mand for a 50 per cent increase of
the minimum . wage. Le Populaire
(SP paper) record with what cordial-
ity and sympathy Daniel Mayer, SP
leader, met the delegation of the
CGT. The disintegration of their mid-
dle class ally, the, MRP, has forced
the - SP to renew its efforts to win
the workers from the Stalinists. They
are encouraged in this by the fact
that in the elections they unexpect-
edly won support in some workers'
centers which up to now had fol-
lowed the Stalinists.

Next Sunday there will be runoff
elections where majorities have not
been obtained and there will also
be the election of mayors by the new
members of the municipal councils.
The Stalinists are making a strong
appeal for a bloc between themselves
and the SP against the de Gaullisis
on this score. While both the CP and
the SP are aware that de Gaulle is
an “apprentice dictator,” to use the
words of Leon Jouhaux of the CGT,
the SP leadership is undecided about
such a bloc though in some localities
discussions are already taking place
between the CP and the SP.,

Having campaigned for the salva‘
tion of the “democratic republic”
against the dangers of a de Gaullist
and a Stalinist dictatorship, the SP
leaders find if a little difficult now

to yield to the CP appeal. The more

so.as they have chosen to Work on
the basis of the Marshall Plan and
have vigorously attacked the efforts
of the Stalinists to draw France into
the orbit of Moscow. As the de Gaul-

list fascist danger increases, such an
attitude is bound- to’ play into the
hands of the Stalinists, who will put

the responsibility of a divided work- -

ing class on the SP.

There is no doubt that de Gaulle’s
victory represents a defeat for the
working class. The shift of the mid-
dle classes from MRP to the RPF is
an indication of its shift from neu-
trality to desperation and its increas-
ing desire to put the fate of the na-
tion in the hands of a dictator stand-
ing for “order.”

STALINIST GAME

The Stalinists made every effort
to secure a victory in the elections.
They had lists in all of the 38,000
municipalities and even the RPF,
which spent a fortune in the cam-
paign, did nol present as many can-
didates as the CP. Every kind of an
appeal was made: linking of the
RPF with the Vichyites, the Nazis,
and the Cagoulards; demonstrating
that with the elimination of the CP
from the government six months ago
prices had risen by 100 per cent; for
the independence of France from the
domination of the Marshall Plan and
American imperialism; promises to
the workers, the farmers, the middle
classes and even an appeal to the
old papas and mamas.

Every appeal was made except that
which would open up a revolutionary
perspective. The CP effort to reenter
a bankrupt government inspired no
one. As between Moscow and the
Marshall Plan, the country definitely

chose the latter, which under condi-
tions of mounting inflation .seems
more realistic. Add to that the in-
creasing tensions between Russia and
the Western world, particularly
America, and the fear of war and
Russian domination, and one can see
why the “anti-communism”™ of de
Gaulle met with such great sucecess
among the lhowughly frightened
middle classes

The SP played the game of the
capitalists, but the Stalinists disori-
ented the working class and the mid-
dle class. A part of the latter is sfill
not for de Gaulle and is in opposi-
tion to his fascist aims and to all the
reaclionaries who have rallied around
him. About 15 per cent of the ex-
pressed electorate still follows the
Radical Socialists and the MRP and
one must also include in the hesitat-
ing category the 30 per cent who ab-
stained from voting altogether. They
are potential material for either side,
but one must admit that now the
tide is with de Gaulle.

DE GAULLE'S STRATEGY

The de Gaullists in the Parliament
are as yel a small group but every
day more and more deputies of the
middle class parties desert to the

-RPF. The latter's attraction extends

even to the SP. Some of the neo-
Socialists will undoubtedly go over
to de Gaulle. In a few of the munici-
palities the SP ran on the same list
with the RPF.

The: de Gaullists are’ not in any
hurry to head the government though

if they wanted to they could do so
almost immediately. Ramadier, who
has learned nothing, can be depend-
ed upon to continue the Parliamen-
tary farce until it suits the “strong
man” to take over. Malraux, the for-
mer leftist writer, who in his dis-
illusionment with Stalinism came
over to de Gaulle and is now his
chief publicist, has indicated that the
Parliament itself will provide the
means or make pdssible the referen-
dum which will alter the constitu-
tion, giving de Gaulle the executive
powers that he wants. But the more
authoritative voice of Colonel Remy,
chief of de Gaulle’s private cabinet,
says: “The victor will be called to
power and their will be fa new strong
government which will govern by
decree and which will push Parlia-
ment aside.”

Both of these approaches comple-
ment each other, the one showing by
what means de Gaulle will come to
power and the other showing "how
he intends to rule. The development
of de Gaullism into fullblown fas-
cism s therefore being prepared.
Like Hitler, de Gaulle wishes to have
not only the army and the people at
his disposal, but a mass base in the
middle class. To break the organiza-
tions of the French working class

‘one can expect the intervention not

only of the ferces of a reactionary
state but of French storm troopers.

WAR NOT YET LOST

The reactionaries have now taken
the offensive and this has only served

to strength the illusions of the work-
ers with regard to the Stalinists. This
more than anything else must be the
explanation for the -pbor vote ob-
tained by the few Unité Révolution-
naire lists in the elections. While the
extreme poverty of the PCI (French
Trotskyists) and. the Socialist Youth
League prevented them from pre-
senting more than seven lists (out
of 38,0001, their total vote came to
no more than 2,000. The workers saw
the elections as a contest between
the RFP and the CP and overlooked'
the small revolutionary wing. That’
is the most discouraging aspect of the
elections, smce it is certain that the
Stalinists can only organize another
defeat for the workers.

_However, while the French wqu;-
ers have lost an important battle they
have .as yet not lost the war. The
disorienting. politics of the CP has
not reduced the working class to
impotence. They are still in a com-
bative mood and well organized. Many.
battles still lie ahéad and the revolu-
tionary left has more influence in the
workmg class than the elections' indi-
cate. There is still the hope that in
the coming battles the workers will
disengage themselves from the Sta-
linists and rally around the authentic
communism of the Trotskyists. Here
the time element is most important
and if conditions in France remain
at the present miserable level, then
time too is running out fast,
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