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“Grech CP Told
“To Toe Line —
r Else . . .

By GORDON HASKELL

The Communist Party of Cze-
choslovakia is moving ahead to
complete Russification. No Czech
or Slovakian Stalinist is to be
spared who at any time has shown
the slightest tendency to criticize
the Russian masters.

Vladimir Clementis, until re-
cently foreign minister, will find
no mercy, regardless of his recent
confession of “error.” This was
made plain by his successor in
office, Viliam Siroky, in a speech
~delivered to the closing session of
the congress of the Slovak branch
of the party.

Only complete, lifelong, un-
thinking subservience to Stalin
can qualify any Czech or Slovak
for high political office. Listen to
Siroky speaking, with reference
to Clementis:

“But to fail in 1939 when the
non-aggression pact between the
Soviet Union and Germany Wwas
concluded was to lose faith in the
Soviet Union, It means that Com-
" rade Clementis lost his faith in
Stalin. But a Communist must
have unconditional faith in the
Soviet Union and in the Great Sta-
" lin in every situation and under
all circumstances.”

But in this same speech Siroky
himself made a further statement
which may, one day, be used
against him. In an attack on Smid-
ke, leader of the Slovak branch,
_ Siroky stated that Smidke had not
_been charged with bourgeois na-
tionalism “only becatise he is of
working-class origin, because he

was graduated from the Lenih «

school in Moscow and because the
party made a great investment in
him.”

That is pretty serious talk for

A-a Stalinist inquisitor. Of course

everyone understands that if poor
Smidke were, in fact, to be
charged with bourgeois national-
ism, all the above-mentioned in-
‘ yestment would have to be buried
either in the salt mines or under
six feet of Czechoslovak soil.
There's no getting around that in
Stalinland.

But at the same time Siroky can
‘ be charged with lack of faith in
the methods of the Russian GPU
and its Great Inspirer, Stalin, who
“ has thus buried hundreds of grad-
uates-of the Lenin school and who
has cashed in the checks on so
many similar investments of the
Russian party that he is some-
- times  also known as the Great
Liguidator.

- Smith and McCarthy

Gerald L. K. (Kiss-of - Death)
Smith has given the accolade to
Senator MecCarthy. The would-be
. fascist fuehrer filed with a Senate
_ subcommittee 'a pamphlet he has
~written entitled “Treason in Wash-
ington Exposed by Sen. McCar-
thy ”
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Contract Victory at

GM Marks a Turning Point

Dislike for Americans and i
U. S. government is increasing
rapidly abroad. As arrogant rulers
over foreign nations, as the rich
man who is willing to help his poor
relatives only if they do as he
says, as a prop for reactionary
governments without suppert or
influence in their own countries,
the American government is stim-
ulating hatred everywhere.

The above is the main conclu-
sion of an article appearing in the
New York Times for May 31 by
C. L. Sulzberger, its chief foreign
correspondent. v

These feelings of dislike and
resentment, he says, are not mere-
ly the product of the constant
and powerful Stalinist propagan-
da barrage, as so many apologists
have claimed. Rather the Stalin-
ist ideological offensive against
the United States, which is to be
sure made_in the interests of the
Kremlin totalitarians, is effective
because America’s role through-
out the world is felt by both the
common people and even by the

_ruling groups in much of Asia

and Eurepe.to have a good deal
of truth in its description of
American foreign policy as reac-
tionary and imperialist.

Sulzberger draws an instrue-
tive parallel between the feelings
of masses of the people of the
world towards British imperial-
jsm during the heyday ef the
British Empire and their feelings
towards the United States now.
The British Empire during the
last two centuries was powerful,
arrogant and hated. Throughout
the Far East America is assum-
ing more and more the role which
a weakened Britain has been
forced to abandon. The peoples
of the East, struggling for their
independence, both political and
economic, from the industrialized
nations of the West, feel more
and more that American policy
stands in the way of their aspira-
tions.

OCCUPATION IS HATED

Under one guise or another
Americans are an occupying pow-
er in Western Germany, Austria,
Trieste, Okinawa and Japan.
They live in requisitioned houses
and hotels, work in requisitioned
offices, eat in restaurants and
clubs which are off limits for the
people of the occupied countries.
They flout their wealth in the

Times’ Chief Says U. S.
Hated by Europe, Asia

face of the impoverished people.
And the racial prejudices so
widespread among the military
personnel is a special irritant
among the peoples of the East.

Everywhere they demand that
the national governments line up
with America in the cold war as
the price of economic aid. In In-
dia and other Eastern countries,
and increasingly in Western Ger-
many and even in France, neither
the ruling classes nor the com-
mon people are convinced that
their best interests will be served
by joining the American war
camp. Sentiment for neutrality
is strong and growing. It is Sulz-
berger who gives us to under-
stand this.

One of the chief complaints in
Asia is against American support
for completely discredited ruling
classes. This led to the disaster
for American policy in China,
and is well on the way to leading
to a similar disaster-in Indo-
China as well. Even the -anti-

(Turn to last page)

The setting up of a third party,
composed of the American Federa-
tion of Labor, the Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations and organ-
ized liberal forces in the United
States was proposed last Sunday,
May 28, at the convention of the
Labor Zionist Organizations of
America in Boston.

Mendel Kochanski, vice - chair-
man of the New York Council,
presented this proposal in the re-
port of the organization's National
American Affairs Committee.

“The growing participation of
organized labor in the- political
life of the country and the consid-

- - - B

Anti-Semitism

The American Jewish Congress
has denounced an article written
Ly the Catholic Bishop of Teruel,
Spain, in a Franco Falangist news-
paper, which, says the AJC presi-
dent, is “virtually an exhortation
{o religious war upon the Jews.”

But 5-Year Feature Dangerous

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Mich, May 27—A turning point in UAW-CIO his~
tory was marked by the ex{rmordinury contract signed last
week by General Motors and the union, which directly af-
fects 275,000 workers. The contract, an unexpected and
welcome victory, may best be understood if analyzed from
the standpoint of (1) the circumstances in which the con-
tract was negotiated; (2] its immediate effects; (3) and
the long range implications and ramifications.

The peace pact came at a fime when GM workers were
in a conservative mood, due partly to the dread of another
long strike. The Chrysler 100-day strike served o remind
them of the 1946 walk-out of 113 days. No one relished the
idea of a long strike and major sacrifices for the thin re-
sults of the Chrysler settlement. The GM workers lacked
confidence in the Reuther leadership to get much more. In
many locals, especially in the Flint-Saginaw area, anti-
Reuther groups had won union elections.

For the Reuther !eaderchip, the GM settlement came at
a moment when its prestige was ebbing rapidly, it wasn’t
too sure of what events might occur in the next period, and
it faced an unfavorable public press hitherto unknown in
its 4 years of rule of the UAW-CIO. Critics as far apart
as the New York Times and the Daily Worker ridiculed
Reuther’s claim of a “tremendous victory” at Chrysler.
Within the union, the bitterness and confusion over the
Chrysler strike was evident to all. As for the Toledo story,

Labor Zionists Here
For New Labor Party

erable successes achieved in that
field have demonstrated the ros-
sibility of an emergence of a labor
party eventually, if not in the
nearest future,” Kochanski said.
He attributed the failure of cther
progressive third - party move-

ments to lack of a definite Tro-
gram and failure to attract full
labor “support.

the invitation of Ford Local
600 to both Richard Gosser,
UAW vice president, and his
critics, to appear before the
largest local union in the
world to tell their side, indi-
cates how deeply suspicion has
permeated the union ranks. The
committee headed by Emil Mazey,
secretary-treasurer, simply hasn't
the prestige to sell its verdict to
the ranks.

UAW FACED CRISIS

Both the UAW, as a whole, and
the Reuther leadership, faced a
deep-rooted crisis, at the eritieal
stage of General Motors negotia-
tions. For the Reuther leadership
a settlement better than Chrysler
or Ford became an imperative
necessity, no matter what the
mood of the ranks. N

General Motors likewise faced
a dilemma. It was making fabu-
lous profits with record-breaking
production. The auto industry
may well exceed the &000 000 to-
tal of vehicles produced in 1949!
It could take on the UAW-CIO in
a head-on fight like Chrysler and
seek further to tame the union,
even if it ended up with a settle-
ment similar to, or perhaps a
little better than the Chrysler
pact.

(Turn to lest page)
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See Truman Manipulating

Cold War to Avert Crash

In their issue of May 26, the
editors of the well-informed U. S.
News & World Report ask and
answer the guestion: Why, is Tru-
man so cocky about the prospects
of continued U. S. prosperity?

Their answer  is interesting.
Truman, or rather the advisors
upon whom he depends, has a for-
mula, they say. It's been in oper-
ation for gquite a while—it's not
something projected for the fu-
ture.

U. S. prosperity is regulated by
the cold war.

Here it is in their own words,
jn the telegraphic style affected
in the magazine: .

“Government planners figure
they have found the magic for-
mula for almost endless good
times. They now are beginning to
wonder if there may not be some-
thing in perpetual motion after
all.

“The formula, as the planners
figure it, can work this way:

“Rising money supply, rising
population are ingredients of
good times. Cold war is the cata-
lyst. Cold war is an automatic
pump primer, Turn a spigot, and
the public clamors for more arms
spending. Turn another, the cla-
mor eases.

“A  little deflation, unemploy-
ment, signs of harder times, and
the. spigot is turned to the left.

- Money flows out, money supply
rises, activity revives.

“Good times come back, boom
signs of shortages, speculation and

the spigot is turned to the right..

Cold war talk is eased. Economy
is proposed. Money is tightened a
little by tighter rein on govern-
ment-guaranteed credit, by use of
devices in other fields. Things tend
to calm down, to stabilize.
“That's the formula in use. It's
been working fairly well to date.
...Cold war demands, if fully ex-
ploited, are almost limitless....
“Coolidge era of the 1920s was
an era of expanding private cred-
it. It blew up when private cred-
itors got frightened over excesses
and ran for cover. Mr. Truman is

told that the Truman era, based-

on public credit, can be longer
lived, more stable, less subject to
sudden upset.”

It should be noted that there are
two elements in the above theory.
One is the element of the Fair

Featherbeds

Teatherbedding, the railroad un-
jon paper Labor points out, is
ckay with the anti-labor crowd
when it's the people who are the
victims.

At Tuscaloosa, Ala., the organ-
ized dentists blocked the city
health department’s plan to treat
local school children’s teeth with
sodium fluoride to prevent decay.
“Sopcialized medicine,” they yelled.
Some Tuscaloosans suspect it's be-
cause there'll be fewer jobs for
dentists if the children grow up
with sound teeth.

At Charleston, W. Va., a 55-year-
cld man suffered a stroke. His doc-
tor called one hospital after an-
other. Not one would take in this
emergency case: the “case” had
no money and the doctor was not
one of the insiders at the hospital.
He finally got treatment at a vet-
eran’s hospital—being a war vel-
eran. :

In the same city a woman was
bleeding to death from a knife
wound. No hospital would take
her in till the city health depart-
ment promised to pay her bill.

In Washington, D. C., the bar
association voted down a proposal
to set up g marital relations coun-
sel system such as is reported to
‘have worked well in Detroit and
other cities in the prevention of
divorce. The lawyers said it would
be “socialized law.” And what's
the good -of being a lawyer if di-
vorce cases, one of the most prof-
jtable branches of the profession,
decline?

Deal’s semi-conspiratorial use of
the cold war as a spigot; the other
is the objective connection be-
tween government cold-war spend-
ing and the present peculiar type
of Truman progperity.

The former is the more shaky
theory, of course; although it must
ke added that the National Council
Against Conscription has also in-
sistently pointed to the signs of
a deliberate and systematic use of
cald war scares, manipulated from
Washington, to achieve adminis-
tration objectives.

In any case, on much firmer
grounds are the intermingled com-
ments indicating how, with or
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without deliberate manipulation
by the cold war-makers, American
economy depends on cold-war

. props. Professor Sumner Slichter

some months ago demonstrated
this economically.

The capitalist system, based as
il is on scarcity, has to utilize its
vast productivity  for non-produc-
tive (indeed, destructive) ends like
war goods for the same reason that
cotton and pigs had to be plowed
under during the Great Depres-
sion. That same productivity, in
the hands of the people, could
bring plenty for all. In the hands
of the capitalist class it brings
plenty of cold war for all.

General Electric Workers Vote
For (IO Against Rival Union

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND, May 29 — Last
Thursday, General Electric work-
ers here went to the polls to de-
termine their preference in union
representation and, as In most
other parts of the country, more
workers chose the newly char-
iered IUE-CIO than the Stalinist
controlled UE. Almost all the GE
workers in this area were organ-
ized in the old UE Local 707,
whose leadership consistently re-
flected the national party-liners.

About two years ago the pro-
CIO opposition took over the local
leadership, although their hold has
not been too secure. In the recent
split, the local membership voted
to join the IUE, and the Stalinists
retorted with lawsuits and other
forms of obstructionism. A long
knock-down fight has led up to
this election.

The General Electric plants in
Cleveland are spread over three

or four separate areas and within

each area there are different units
and buildings. In what must have
been a rather deliberate desire
to make the situation as confusing
as possible, GE succeeded in hav-
ing the smallest possible groupings
considered as units for the election
purpose. Thus, while close to all
‘the 3500 GE workers here are in
the jurisdiction of Local 707,
there were 23 units for repre-
sentation purposes, with some
units containing less than a dozen
workers.

In the pre-election campaign,
UE poured in a large number of
full-time organizers, and they
seem to ‘have concentrated .on
some of the smaller wunits. The
local IUE leadership under Presi-
dent David Fitzmaurice carried
on a pretty good campaign, hold-
ing itself to sound trade union
issues. As seems to have happened
in other areas, they simply didn't
use the red-baiting material is-
sued by IUE national headquar-
ters. There was so much intense
factional fighting before the elec-
tion that there was some fear that
many workers would vote for “No
union.” Actually there was sur-
prisingly little of this vote, and
a very high percentage did par-
ticipate.

The following summary will
give some idea of the strength of
-the two forces: twelve units con-
taining 1566 workers voted for
IUE, five units with 982 workers
voted for UE;, and runoffs will be
necessary in six units with 902
workers. The “popular” vote was
approximately 1860" IUE, 1185 UE
and 125 no union.

L]

GM CONTRACT REACTION
Workers in the five General
Motors plants in the Cleveland
area were debating the merits of
the new contract obtained by the
UAW-CIO this week. While all the
details are not known and will

probably not be revealed until lo-
cal delegates return from the un-
‘ton's GM conference, enough was
spelled out by the newspapers to
enable some preliminary discus-
sions. Most workers were as sur-
prised as the general public at the
sudden announcement, as all ne-
gotiations were conducted in se-
cret, with no substantial reports
being made to the locals.

The writer can only report on
first-hand reactions at one plant
here, the largest one. The first
feeling was one of relief that there
was no longer any danger of a
strike; the Chrysler experience
was not desired. The pension
plan, with the $117 top exceeding
the Ford and Chrysler plans, and
the annual wage increases were
received very well, as was the ex-
{ra 40 hours’ vacation pay for 15-
year employees. The fly in the
cintment was the five-year con-
tract and, to some extent, the es-
calator clause (the local pro-Sta-
linist leadership had conducted a
steady propaganda drive on this
issue since the signing of the 1948
contract).

It is true that many workers
were willing to take the five
years in turn for the concessions
granted and some even expressed
pleasure over the “stability” prom-
ised. Most of the more union-con-
scious workers were really con-
cerned over the length of the new
contract and were willing to op-
pose it on that basis. The mem-
bership will probably hear the full
details and vote on ratification
next week-end.

Union Uprising

Simmers in an Uneasy Peace

-.-ized shortly after his initiation of

By JIMMIE LITTLE

DETRQIT, May 27— The UAW
(CIO) intra-union uprising in To-
ledo has settled down into an un-
easy peace. Both factions declared
what amounted to an armed truce
over the week-end.

The Toledo rebellion against
Richard T. Gosser, a UAW vice-
president, began last week alleg-
edly when twelve women office
employees of the dues-collecting
office of Local 12, second largest
local in the. UAW, left their jobs
in protest of what-they described
as “Gosser's dictatorial methods.”

1t has been pointed out, how-
ever, that the action last week
merely constituted the first open
rebellion of Local 12 members as
it has been pending since last year
when John Bolman, a Local 12
member, brought three court suits
against Gosser, the first being &
petition for an injunction giving
him the right to inspect the local’s
books; the second charging Gosser
made huge profits by the mis-
handling of the local's funds; and
the third to restrain Gosser from
selling the Toledo Industrial Un-
ion Council Building, now occu-
pied by that organization, which
is headed by Richard L. Lazette
and owned by the Local 12 hold-
ing company,

Local 12 is comprised of 125
units which total an estimated 30,-
000 members. Upon the request of
Lazette, Walter P. Reuther, presi-
dent of the UAW, last week sent
an investigating committee to the
city to probe the disturbance. It
was headed by Emil Mazey, UAW-
CIO secretary- treasurer, and Ed-
ward Cote, co-director of Region

“*A of the UAW.

Thursday evening Mazey is re-
ported to have stated that they had
been presented no evidence of mis-
handling of funds by Gosser. Fri-
.day evening a membership meet-
ing to air the dispute was held,
after which the twelve striking
office workers refused to return
to their jobs in compliance with a
resolution adopted by the gather-
ing. Mazey was charged with
“whitewashing” Gosser, and Har-
old Billheimer, chairman of the
Toledo Scale Co. unit of the local,
petitioned for a personal hearing
of the issue by Reuther, which
Reuther has granted.

‘Last Monday evening Billhei-
mer and Carl Schick, chairman of
the Dana Corporation unit of Lo-
cal 12, were beaten by an assail-
ant whom they identified as Or-
ville Beemer, Ohio director of the
CIO Political Action Committee,
and a Gosser aide. Shick sustained
a broken nose; Billheimer a black
eve and bruises. Bolman, accord-
ing to reports, was also hospital-
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over Gosser

the Gosser suits, as a result of
beatings by what he charges were
“Gosser goons.”

JIM CROW HIRING

In a protest letter to the per-
sonnel managers of several Detroif
plants, Edward -M. Turner, presi-

" dent of the Detroit NAACP, de~

clared that present employmeni
practices indicate that discrimi-
nation is being practiced in the
hiring of personnel. Mr. Turner’s
protest followed complaints lodged
with the NAACP during the  past
week, some of whom reported that,
at some plants, they were hiring
as many as 300 applicants before
they would hire a single Negro.

Ore applicant in telling his
story to the NAACP declared that

at one of the Briggs plants, 1650~ —f

white men were hired to one Ne-
gro on Tuesday, May 16. On an-
other day, 300 white men were
hired before a single Negro ap-
plicant was hired, although there
were hundreds of Negroes seeking
employment. The complainant wit-
nessed considerable discrimination
at the Dodge plant, and at this
plant Negroes were told that they
were only rehiring old employees,
yet a number of whites who had
never worked there before were
being employed. Reports indicate
that white women are being hired
at Chrysler while Negro women
are being refused employment.

Trends

Financial columnist Sylvia Por-
ter spots a trend. The corporation
executives are going out of their
way, for the first time in their
corporate lives, to be sweet to
—their stockholders. General Elec-
iric recently threw ‘“three won=
derful parties” (chicken pattie
lunch)
New York Central ran a special
cut-rate train to Albany so that
its *stockholders could come to &
meeting. Who said corporations

for its coupon clipperss

don't have souls? All you've gof.

to do is take stock in them.

Some, of course, are still unre=
generate. GM Chairman Sloan an-
swered a request for making
stockholders’ meetings more ac-
cessible with: “I would rather
have them [GM’s officers] play
golf than travel around the coun-
try to attend regional meetings.”
And American Tobacco’s Chair-
man Riggio told his stockholders
at a meeting that he was weary
of their nonsensical questions and
that they should come see him in

his New York office if they want-

ed to talk business.

Work Stoppage at Westinghouse

Aims to Defend Steward System

By JOE WILLIAMS

ESSINGTON, Pa.,® May 256—A
work stoppage from May 19 to
May 24 here at the South Phila-
delphia works of the Westing-
house Corporation was a major
factor in forcing the company to
accept a stewards system during
the period of new contract nego-
tiations. The local stoppage called
by Local 107 of the United Elec-
{rical, Radio & Machine Workers
of America, independent, was part
of general action taken against
Westinghouse by the UE and its
IO rival, International Union of
E'lectrical, Radio & Machine Work-
ers, in a fight to reinstitute the
same type -of grievance procedure
as was in effect before the old
contract expired on March 31.

New contract ;egotiations with
both unions opened on Monday,
May 22; even though the repre-
sentation issue at the East Pitts-
burgh works (the largest and key

unit in the chain) will not be set-
tied until the runoff election or-
dered by the National Labor Re-
lations Board for June 1.

It is quite evident that the West-
inghouse Corporation intends to
attempt to make heavy inroads
into the gains previously made by
Westinghouse workers. The com-
pany's first move was to insist
that all bargaining should ~be
through a general committee, thus
eliminating the stewards and chief
stewards. At South Philadelphia
this virtual non-recognition of the
union would have had drastic eco-
riomic results, since the high wage
level in the plant is based on an
endless struggle to maintain rates
on incentive work. The union’s
success in maintaining the .stew-
ards system is of great importance,
but the victory may be temporary
as contract negotiations unfold.

The strike at Local 107 was 100
per cent effective for the produc-

tion workers,” even though the
gates were not picketed. Each day
the shop workers reported in and
then refused to work. In the offices
work was slowed down but not
stopped. There was some dissatis-
faction in the shops because this
type of stoppage deprived the
worker both of his income and
free time. Strike tactics were re-
ported directed from the national
UE office. The real issues at stake
were not very clearly presented,
and the rank and file although

loyal was rather apathetic about

the stoppage.

If the Westinghouse .Corpora-
tion repeats its demand for a dras-
tic revision of the grievance pro-
cedure in the new. contract, the
apparent gains of the unions in
the recent stoppage may be can-

celled. The union's fight for.a sat--.

isfactory interim grievance pro-
cedure should be widened to in-
clude this provision in the new
contract.

s

__-Socialist Youth League.
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Moscow has had to crack down
on its Indian Communist Party
too, forcing the general secretary
‘of the Indian CP to eat his ewn
words. The following account is
from “Janata,” the organ of the
Socialist Party of India.
| o

In a lengthy article in the Com-
munist last year, Ranadive, the
general secretary of the party, had
taken up cudgels against certain

“reformist deviations” of his col-

leagues, who had dared refer to
the “new contribution” of Mao
Tse-tung in the matter of the
analysis of the relation of forces,
\\class composition of the Demo-

ratic Front and forms and tech-
tfiqucs of revolutionary struggle
in the retarded countries of Asia.

Not to be outdone in his kow-
fowing to Stalin, Ranadive de-
‘¢leared that his “party has accept-
ed only Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin as the authoritative sources
"of Marxism” and that since even
the Cominform has not thought it

“fit to refer to Mao’s enrichment

of the Communist theory, he was

- not prepared to recognize it.

But alas! this incense burning
‘was of no avail! For Ranadive's
mentors in Moscow have now
cracked down upon him....

Under the whip wielded by the
Cominform, Ranadive has now
recanted. He says that the recent
editorial in the Cominform journal
“helps to remove all errors and
mistakes which hampered the
growth of the struggle in India.”

 BITTER PILL

He has swallowed all his former
criticism of Mao Tse-tung and ad-
mits that he did indeed carry out
a successful extension and appli-
cation of the teachings of Lenin
-and Stalin. The lessons of the vic-
torious people’s struggle in China
under the leadership of Comrade

" Mao Tse-tung will be an” “unfail-

ing guide” to the Communist Par-
iy of India, he confesses.

No more does he talk about the
class differentiation among the
peasants but assures that his

\India’s CP Is
In the Rough

r .

The press now reporits a sizable
split in the Communist Party of
India, led by P. C. Joshi, former
general secretary of the party. Ac-
cording to the dispatches, 4000 to
5000 have quit.

The N. Y. Times story (May 31)
gives opposition to violent meth-
ods as the basis of Joshi's move,
referring to a pamphlet published
by the dissident leader which also
accuses the official apparatus of
“grave Trotskyite - Titoist' errors”
and “sectarian terrorist tactics.”

Given the lack of other infor-
mation, it is possible that the “Ti-
toist errors” on which this charge
is based are the ideological tribu-
lations of Ranadive described in
the accompanying article. The Jo-
shi group would seem to be bid-
ding for Moscew backing.

N > o

party will unite “all the peasant-
ry.” Gone is also the glorification
of the proletarian general strike
and uprising. He promises forma-
tion of a liberation army, “when
the necessary conditions allow for
it,” which obviously can be done
only in the rural areas.

He does not as yet say with Mao
that the Communists are prepared
to cooperate with the “national
bourgeoisie”—for such an open ad-
mission is too bitter a pill—al-
though he indirectly admits the
fact by saying that the Indian peo-
ple have hereafter to struggle
against the “Anglo-American im-
perialists and the big bourgeoisie
and the feudal princes and land-
lords collaborating with them.”

The character of the Democratic

_Front has also undergone a change,

for it now means “rallying all
parties and classes willing to fight
for national independence.”...

1t is instructive in this connec-
tion to observe that the wvarious
splinter groups breaking away
from the Communist Party, while
denouncing each other, all swear
by Moscow....Thus mutual re-
criminations go on sealing the
doom of the Communist Party.

Announcing

By JIM CORNER
The time between September 7
and 17 should be left open to at-
tend the gala event that will take
place at Genoa City, Wis. Again
a summer camp will be held un-
der the sponsorship of the Inde-
pendent Socialist League and the
Where?
At the same spacious location as
last year.
All those who were present at
the very successful, extremely en-
fertaining, especially relaxing and
educationally superb SYL camp
last year have only a clue to what
the camp will be like this year.
Those who were not present can
expect the following and more:
# 225 acres of scenic Wisconsin
beauty.
® Sports of every description—
bowling, swimming, fishing,

‘# Socialist education — lectures,
symposiums, classes.

® Fine German cooking.

® Meetings of old and new friends.

ISL-SYL Summer Camp

"be $5.00 a day;

This Year’s

e Campfires, dancing and singing.

e Stimulating conversation as
well as general moseying
around.

This camp is open to any and
all persons interested in Marxism,
current problems and future pros-
pects of the labor movement in
this and other countries. This will
be your chance to associate with
and listen to some of the best
contemporary Marxists,

The cost for all this and more
too? For the complete ten days
(September 7 to 17) a contribution
of $40 will be required; for seven
days or less the confribution will
for more than
seven days the coniribution will
be $4.00 a day.

It is extremely important for all
concerned that you make your
reservation immediately, Remems-
ber, first come—first served!

Make your reservations now by
sending a $5.00 deposit with the
blank below.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE
Labor Action

- 333 West North Avenue
Chicago, Mtimeis

Enclased is my $5 deposit for a reservation at The Summer
Camp-from .............occooovvvviiiie. 0
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Anti-ROTC Students Punished
By U. of Wisconsin Administration

By DAVE WOOD

MADISON, Wis.—Those Univer-
sity of Wisconsin students who
picketed the annual federal in-
spection of the ROTC [see LABOR
ACTION last week] have been
given an “official reprimand” and
have been placed on disciplinary
probation-for the next full semes-
ter. Thus another brick in the
none-too-solid wall of American
civil liberties has been -chipped
out.

L]

The University Student Con-
duet Committee baséd its decision
on the statement that the pickets
were interfering “with regularly
scheduled university classes or
with. officially authorized public
exercises or ceremonies.” The stu-
dents were interfering by picket-
ing “the activities of our group
within an area set aside for that
group.”

How were the students interfer-
ing? By carrying their banners so
that all could see them. In anether
“public ceremony,” a foothall
game, a few years ago, some U.
of W. students raised a banner

New NI Issue
Features Text

Of Debate

“Is Russia. a Socialist Communi-
ty?" the full text of the recent
debate between Max Shachtman
and Earl Browder, is featured in
the May-June issue of The New
International, just off the press.

Although the debate was cov-
ered in LABOR ACTION, the full
text appearing here for the first
time is of great interest to all who
are concerned with a full under-
stariding of Stalinist Russia, as
well as with a classical example
of Stalinist argumentation as pre-
sented by Browder.

The May-June issue of The New
International also comtains an im-
portant article by Max Shacht-
man on the theoretical develop-
ment of the Independent Socialist
League and its predecessor, the

‘Workers Party, over the past ten

years, This article is not simply
a restatement of the position of
the ISL, but seeks to evaluate
anew the ideological and theoreti-
cal role of Marxism in our epoch,

In addition to the above, this
issue of the NI contains “The Tra-
gedy of Romain Rolland,” a bril-
liant analysis of the political and
psychological degeneration of the
Stalinoids from the Diary of Viec-
tor Serge; an article by Alfred
Rosmer dealing with the problem
of the unification of the anti-Sta-
linist trade wunions in France;
book reviews and other material
of interest.

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Please enter my subscription
to the NI for one year.

$2 enclosed [ Bill me [J
Address ..............ccccoiiiiiiinnnn
City ... ... Zone..... State.....

Single copies 35¢; in bundles of
five or more, 25¢c each.

Now out!
1948
Bound Volume
of

LABOR ACTION
- $3.00

personally insulting the coach of
the Wisconsin team, No action at
all was taken against them. If
these same students had carried
banners praising compulsory
ROTC and militarism, no aection
would have been taken against
them. It would have been attrib-
uted to “youthful enthusiasm.”

Previous to the demonstration
the group had checked university
and municipal regulations and had
found none prohibiting peaceful
picketing. The Student Conduct
Committee in its report said that
“statutes would have been found
which, to say the least, would
throw grave doubt on the legal-
ity of what was done.” However,
no legal charges were brought
against the pickets. The pickets
apparently were acting in “bad
taste.”

YES, IT TOOK GUTS

Any definition of bad taste is
certainly an arbitrary one, open
to all varieties "of interpretation.
When President Truman appeared
on that campus during his elec-
tion campaign,. he was roundly
booed by many students. The uni-
versity took no action against this
example of “bad taste.” It is dif-
ferent, apparently, when students
protest meaningfully against an
idea which is popular with the
university officialdom.

The counsel for the pickets said
that the university investigation
had *“all the aspects of a star
chamber or inquisitorial probe.
The students are denied counsel;
are called in individual‘ly and the
faculty group is attempting to
treat the civil liberties issues in-
volved as a standard case of stu-
dent misconduct or bad manners.

“Students feel that the primary
issue is their right peaceably to
assemble and to protest in an or-
derly manner, and not a question
of good manners, )

“Students are directed to appear
before the commitfee, with no
charges being filed against them.
They -made their protest in good
conscience and this right cannot
be abridged by the university fac-
ulty.

“All student groups were in-
vited to the ROTC inspection and
the parade of the pickets, I am
reliably informed, was accom-
plished in an orderly manner.”

The governor of Wisconsin, in
a speech before the Reserve Offi-
cers Association, bitterly attacked
the students who “had the guts
to carry anti-military signs at the
federal inspection.” The governor
asked Wisconsin taxpayers why
they allowed students from New
York and New Jersey to come
here and “plan to tear down what
the ROTC boys are trying to
build up for America.”

Apparently today it takes “guts”
to exercise elementary democratic
rightsemhe place of a person’s

birth would seem, according to
the governor, to be important in
determining whether one can crit-
icize while in the sovereign state
of Wisconsin!

THEY DON'T WANT ROTC

The picketing against compul-
sory ROTC would have been un-
necessary had the state legislature
and university taken into account
the desires of the student body.
Many meetings and forums had
been held on this issue. The Young
Republicans had introduced a bilk
in the state legislature abolishing
compulsory ROTC. It was not
passed, in spite of the fact that
referendums held among univer-
sity students showed that, of those
who voted, more than 70 per cent
were against compulsory ROTC.
Student beliefs and feelings on
this issue have been consistently
ignored.

There has been a good response
to this denial of civil liberties by
the students and faculty. A com-
mittee to defend the students
rights has been formed and has
begun to circulate petitions which
disapprove of the university’s ac-
tion. Various liberal and religious
groups here in Madisen have start-
ed to back the students. The lib-
eral paper here, the Capital Times,
had an editorial entitled “Blud-
geoning Students Qut of Their
American Rights” and one attack-
ing the university decision entitled
- University Committee Buckles
Under Pressure from Big Business
Board of Regents.”

The students involved are plan-
ning to appeal the decision o the
University Committee on Appeals.

50-Cent Coffee

The capacity of big business for
lying was strikingly shown when
a Senate committee investigating
the fake coffee shortage scare, im
a surprise move, placed big busi-
ness leaders under oath. They then
told a quite different story than
before. '

For example, the head of Max-
well House, who had previously
testified that his company did not
.deal on the New York Coffee Ex-
change, this time said it did. Un-
der oath, the plunderbund fellow-
ship admitted there never was a
coffee shortage and that coffee
could be sold at a good profit at
50 cents a pound.

Sweating Licenses

Undercutting the 75-cents-an-
hour minimum wage law, the De-
partment of Labor has already
given permission to owners of 743
plants to pay less to learner-work-
ers. Most of the low-wage permits
were granted in branches of the
clothing industry.

By L. G. SMITH

Our subgetters didn’t do as well
this week as last. As a matter of
fact, except for Chicago and New

York subs sent in during our
spring eampaign are at about the
usual rate, with over half repre-
sented by people who resubscribe
witheut any special effort on the
part of ISL members or LABOR
ACTION readers.

The special subseription rate to
NEW subscribers of $1.50 for a
year and 75 cents for six:months
will be good only during June.

" This is also the last month during

which we can expect to get any
considerable number of subscrip-
tions before people leave for their
.summer vacations.

We have had a number of re-
quests for copies of the May 1

issue of LABOR ACTION, which
is an excellent introduction to the
ideas of Independent Socialism.
If any readers of LABOR ACTION
want to send some copies of this
issue to friends, they are available
at three cents a copy in bundles
‘of five or more. £

Subscriptions received during
the week ending May 27 were as
follows:

- Sub Single New

‘City Score Subs Subs
Los Angeles__.. 2 1 -
Detroit . 4 2 1
Chicago _..._____ 10 6 3
San Francisco .. 2 1 1
New York .12 7 3
Miscellaneous ... 4 3 2
Total ... .34 20 10
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Inflated Threat

Whitsunday is over, and we can all sigh
with relief that another high-point in the
propaganda battle of the cold war is safely
past. The great Stalinist youth rally took
place without a single clash on the East-West
boundary of Berlin. The troops of the West-
ern occupiers who were drawn up to repel
an invasion can return to their usual police
tasks with the same bullets in their ammuni-
tion belts they had a week ago.

. The American press has done its best dur-
ing the past few weeks to create an atmos-
.phere of fear and tension in this country.
American correspondents reporting from Eu-
rope state that in no European country did
any section of the press play up the Stalinist
Whitsun youth rally as did the. Ameriean
newgpapers. In view of this fact, and in view
of the further faet that the rally was not
used by the Stalinists to create even minor
disturbances in Berlin, we may very well ask

ourselves whether the whole hullabaloo in the’

American press wasn't directly inspired by
the American government, wasn’t part of
the “Truman formula” for domestic consump-
tion discussed elsewhere in this issue of LA-
BOR ACTION.

Whether or not the Stalinist youth rally
was blown up to crisis proportions as part
of -a cynical administration policy of playing
on the fears of the American people cannot be
proved. For it is quite possible that the Rus-

sian rulers had planned to march their youth

organizations through Western Berlin in an
impressive show of-strength, and were de-
terred from this plan by the military measures
taken against it by the Western occupiers.

However one may interpret the imten-
tions of the two ruling classes whose military
forces occupy Germany, one of the most im-
portant differences in their methods was illus-
trated by the Whitsun zally. ;

On the one hand, the Stalinists mobilized
hundreds of thousands of young people to
march and demonstrate for “peace,” for
“unity,” for outsting the capitalist powers
from Germany. To this mass of young people
marching in the name of an ideology, the
Western powers opposed nothing but sheer
military force. B .

Of ‘course, all the German youngsters
were not taere of their own free will:"Every
device of pressure was used to get them
there, and every voice of opposition in East-
ern Germany was stilled by GPU terror. This

is true of all mass Stalinist parades in coun-

tries where the totalitarian bureaucracy
holds power, as it was true of the Nazis in
their day. Yet the fact remains that backed
by military aund police force, the Stalinists
seek to mobilize masses of people, young and
old, to march and fight for “peace” and
“unity,” and against capitalism. e
Everywhere, from the Philippines to Indo-
China to Iran to-Greece to Berlin, the Stalinists
are able to mobilize masses of people for. their

cause. And wherever this takes place, the .

American government and its junior partners
are able +o counter these mass movements only
with discredited. and corrupt puppet govern-
ments which have nothing to offer the mass of
their people in a erisis but the threat of bullets
or bombs made in America.

° -This is something that might well be
pondered by the® officers of the American
iabor movement who support the policy of
their government and seek, at best, to cover
the bayonets with a little social and political
oil. Their representatives abroad and at home
urge the government to stop relying on re-

action and fo give support to the anti-Stal- -

inist workers’ movements throughout the
world. But their pleas continue to fall on deaf
ears.

And this is no accident. No powerful
workers movement can be built anywhere
outside the United States today on a pro-
capitalist basis. And isn’t it a little foolish,
from the point of view of “practical politics,”
to expect the American capitalist government
to support movements abroad which can only
be effective to the degree that they dig the
grave of capitalism in their own countries?

Yet if this is the only social force capable
of fighting Stalinism effectively, it is high time
that the labor movement of this country stop
supporting the reactionary policies of the gov-
ernment, and throw its weight independently
behind the anti-Stalinist, socialist movements
in ail lands,
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World Federalists Crack Down on Chapter

By AL PRICE

CHICAGO—In the spring issue of Anvil and Student Partisan, two
officers of the University of Chicago chapter of the Student Federalists
wrote a letter pointing out recent developments in the United World
Federalists movement which indicated the tendency of some federalist
elements, especially among the students, to come down out of the
clouds and engage in veal political activity of a progressive nature.

‘Recent occurrences in the U. of C. chapter have given strong con-
firmation to these predictions and have also shown that the UWF or-
ganization nationally has found these tendencies sufficiently irritating
to try to suppress them. . :

In a recent Democratic primary campaign in Chicago, the univer-
sity UWF endorsed Willoughby Abner, the CIO candidate in the pri-
mary for state senator. The chapter planned to devote the major part
of its organizational resources during the campaign to the support of
Abner, and it was active in the organization of a campus committee
for ‘Abner. Within less than a week, the Washington lobbyist for
UWF, Theodore Waller, had asked his national office to discipline the
chapter.

A hatchetman from the lllinois state office called together the chap-
ter executive committee and explained how the chapter’s support of
Abner was compromising his dealings with Jake Arvey, the Democratic
boss of Chicage. He added that unless the chapter rescinded its stand,
it would promptly be expelled.

The chapter backed down, but before it had recovered from the
first attack, the national bureaucracy was on its neck again. The chap-
ter was participating in the preparations for an all-campus “peace
week” with 18 other campus organizations, including the Stalinists. The
week was to be merely a series of panels, where speakers from oppos-
ing groups would fight it out, plus seminars led by faculty members.

Student Federalists Gain Experience

The national office of UWF asserted that the mere participation of
the Stalinists branded the effort as a Stalinist front and ordered the
chapter to cease and desist. This time the issue was on too vital a prin-
ciple to back down; the U. of C. chapter decided to fight it out. Its
delegates, with the full support of the Student Division of the UWF,

~ took its case to the National Committee of UWF. Out of this meeting

came a statement with a loophole for this particular case, but affirm-
ing in general the doctrine of guilt by association. :

In the meantime, the UWF chapter, along with other groups at
U. of C. was waging a bitter faction fight in the peace week commit-
tee against the attempt of the Stalinists, and some of their innocent
followers in the church groups, to convert the peace week into a Sta-
linist front organized around the Quaker proposals. Despite the de-
fection of some anti-Stalinists who got cold .feet and pulled out com-

pletely, UWF was largely instrumental in the defeat of the Stalinists.

The. struggles with both its national office and the Stalinists have
left the UWF chapter with far greater erganizational experience than
it ever had before, reactivated the membership and increased its pres-
tige on campus. Some of the leading elements of the chapter now favor
permanent cooperation with those campus groups- with which they
worked in the peace week committee, in a federation organized around

' opposition to the war aims of both Washington and Moscow.

There are other signs of progressive development, e.g., a chapter
meeting recently voted support of the idea that any world government
they would work toward must be responsible for social justice, and
for the development of backward areas under local control. The pro-
gram is incomplete, but it is filling in with amazing speed.
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SOCIAL CLASSES AND THE "TYPICAL" AMER-
ICAN COMMUNITY, by S. M. Miller. (American
Sociological Review, April)

An excellent brief and trenchant eriticism
of some contemporary researches into class
stratifieation, like those of Professor W. L. War-
ner and his associates, who think they are tak-
ing a representative community by choosing
tcwns under 50,000 population and attempt to
draw conclusions for the whole country from
them. (A long and detailed article in the same
issue politely rips up Warner specifically on
other grounds.) ) )

“Richard Centers,” points out the author, who

".is of the Brooklyn College faculty, “found in his
study [Psychology of Social Classes] that 51 per
cent of all white adult males in a national sam-
ple classified themselves as members of the
working class; that 34 per cent of white collar
workers thought that they were in this class;
that 77 per cent of people who might be con-
sidered as in working-class occupations, such
as semi-skilled workers, ete., called themselves
members of the working class. Centers also
shows significant correlations between class
identification and political orientation. Few peo-
ple would have predicted such findings on the
basis, for example, of the reports of the War-
ner surveys. I believe that the difficulty lies in
the choice of communities investigated.”

(1) “...one should look for communities
which best portray the movement toward strati-
fication ... because analysis of these localities
will yield insight into the future.”

(2) The trend, Miller points out, is toward
the large urban centers.

(3) *...in terms of where prime sources of

Committee: of Peacemakers (Alternative, March

.must refuse the total amount of the income tax

to Right

change in American beliefs and structures may
be located, the large urban center may be much
more significant than the smaller areas.”

A comclusion: “we should analyze communi-
ties which are more typical of the future than
they are of the past.”

STATEMENT ON TAX REFUSAL, by Tax Refusal

1950)

The pacifist monthly bulletin (formerly Pa-
cific Vieﬁfs) carries the text of the declaration
issued oéi; March 15 by the above-named com-
mittee, agcompanying the group’s announcement
of refusal:to pay income tax. It begins “War is
to us al‘)i%orrent ..." and presents fiscal conseci-
entious objection as a means of direct action to
stop wark

“Toddy is the deadline for payment of 1949
income taxes. Unitedly we affirm our deter-
mination'to refuse to pay taxes which are levied
for the purpose of carrying on war....

“Some of us feel that because the major ac-
tivity ~oft the®federal government is war, we

we owe. @thers of us feel we must refuse to pay
the proportion which corresponds to the per-
centage of the national budget now allocated to
war preparation....” w

The problem quite unsolved by this type of
action, hewever, still remains: Any worker em-
ployed in‘industry, especially heavy industry, is
“contributing” as much to war preparation as a
taxpayers Do the pacifists recommend that they
all quit their jobs? Or is the tactic merely a
road to individual salvation of conscience, re-
gardless of its possible efficacy?

Whitsuntide Rally- a. Political Challenge—West Reacts with Guns

By HENRY JUDD T4

" The long weekend in Berlin is now ovér and the
young Germans mobilized by the Stalinists have
largely returned to their homes in the Eastern
Zone. The American pressg has spent a considerable
part of its collective space to dull moralizing on
the demonstrations. Most of it has been to the
effect that “Hitlerism marched again,” and the
drawing of other superficial and empty "parallels
with allegedly similar demonstrations under the
Nazi regime, All of this, of course, largely misses
the point and tells us literally nothing. -

Certain parallels between Stalinism and Nazism
have long been obvious, and led Trotsky to describe
the "symmeirical” aspects of the two regimes many
years ago. But this scratches the surface and con-
veniently gets around the embarrassing need to ana-
lyze anything, including the way in which the West,
the Allies, handled the entire event.

That the Whitsuntide weekend in Berlin was a
totalitarian mobilization and demonstration, con-
ceived in an utterly reactionary and chauvinistic
spirit, goes without saying. Half a million German
vouth (and it is important to note that this is the
most recent German generation, those who have
grown up since the end of the war five years ago,
and who had no direct participation in that war)
were dragged into Berlin by one or another means,
and whipped into line to parade under absurd slo-
gans and banners of Stalinism, and to sing songs
written for them by Stalinist party hacks. Gerhardt
Eisler has at last found a natural outlet for his
repressed talents! The entire affair was cooked up
by a combination of the Russian masters and their
East German Stalinist puppets, with the idea of
impressing the world and the West as to the power
of Stalinism. -

THE MILITARY MIND RESPONDED

Did the German youth participate freely, will-
ingly and conseiously? Thanks to Allied handling
of the issue, no real answer can be given, but all
indications are to the contrary. The intense discip-
line, the manner in which the Stalinist police, etc.,
watched these children, and other pointers indicate
that the bulk of participation was through apathy,
fear, threat and indifference. The comments of
those. who fled to the West clearly indicate this.
There is no reason to believe that the German
masses in the East are pro-Stalinist or pro-Rus-
sian., Ex-Nazis, present-day Stalinsts and Russian
occupation forces make a convenient combination
in mobilizing masses.

But how did the Allies handle the matter? In the
typical bureaucratic and blind fashion of imperial-
ists, they lumped together the whole "Gerntan
youth” as pro-Stalinist, and created a largely arti-
ficial version of an attempted military coup. What
was a POLITICAL demonstration by the Stalinists
was countered, by the West, by a MILITARY demon-
stration. Berlin was to be "saved" from Stalinism by
a display of tanks, Gls with tommy guns and barbed
wire! ’

: Ther&was no understanding of what was at
stake; and not-the slightest inkling that a counter
political effortj.attempting to divide the ranks of
the” German. youth, might even be attempted. The
big. military brains who run Berlin for the West
knew .onlyione possible response: If they move in on
us; let:’em-haye it! In this sense, then, the East
German Stalinists successfully pulled off a major
political demonstration. ‘That the Allied troops still
remain in Berlin is cold turkey indeed; something
like saying that the Giants are still in the race for
the National League pennant! That was not the
issue this past weekend.

As for the Western parties of Berlin, their
behavioris no less stupid and reactionary. Did they
make any effort, beyond the most cursory, to estab-
lish cortact with this youth? Led by gray-haired
politicians and bureaucrats of pre-Htler vintage,
these chiefs of the Christian Socialists, Social-
Democrats, etc., really feel a distinet hostility, in
principle, toward youthful elements in general,
wham they ' neither understand nor sympathize
with. & :

. They'were content to stay at home, warming-

themselves in the glow of American tanks, British
barbed wire and French bayonets. There is little
wonder that these parties have no youth sections of
any: account. The Social-Democratic youth appears
to have been conspicuously absent.

The dllies may rejoice in their hollow “victory.”
It eemparess with, Chiang Kai-shek’s clever re-
treats. Stalinism, thanks to the failure of German
socialismy retains the propaganda offensive togeth-
er with the political offensive.
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4th Internationa,

" Goes Whole-Hog

Titoland Is Now a "Workers State" but They're Not Sure When the Revolution Happéned

For whoever may be interested,
we report that the leadership of
the Fourth International (self-
styled ‘“orthodox  Trotskyists™)
have at last screwed up their cour-
age to the sticking point in order
to go whole hog for Titoism. Tito's
Yugoslavia, they have now de-
cided, is a “workers’ state” and a
“dictatorship of the proletariat.”

The international leading com-
mittee of this group, at a plenary
meeting in April, adopted a reso-
lution to this effect for the first
time. A discussion on the question
has been going on in the ranks of
its affiliated “parties.” The vote
in the leading committee was 8-3.

The short resolution passed is
a complete whitewash of the Tito
bureaucracy’s past and present. It
reads:

“Whereas there have been dif-
ferent views on the stages of de-
velopment of the Yugoslav reso-
lution, the eighth plenum [of the
international committee] consid-
ers that, as a consequence of the
victory of the proletarian revo-
lution in Yugoslavia, there exists
in that country a workers' state
and a regime of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. It observes that,
in the particular conditions of the
Yugoslav revolution, bureaucratic
deformations subsist in that state;
it affirms that a serious struggle is
carried on by the Yugoslav Com-
munists against these deforma-
tions. The International’s cam-
paign for the defense of Yugo-
slavia must be determined in this
sense. The discussion will go on
in the International on the estima-
tion of the stages of the Yugoslav
revolution, including the present
stage.”

SOME NOTES

(1) The “bureaucratic deforma-
tions"—a phrasé which Lenin used
to point to such aspects of the
revolutionary regime of his day
—is here applied to the totalitar-
ian one-party police - regime of
Tito & Co.! Their reason for.ex-
isfence, says the resolution, is due
(presumably solely) to “the par-
ticular conditions of the Yugoslav

revolution”—without a single ref- -

erence to the fact that the regime
has come straight out of the GPU-
Stalinist machine, -of which Tito
was a trusted agent not so long
ago. While the-whole resolution
whitewashes Tito’s present, this
formulation even whitewashes his
past. '

(2) The pitiable want of theory
behind this resolution is startling-

ly highlighted by the next ques-
tion which the brains of.the inter-
national committee bent to.

A “proletarian revolution” took
place in Yugoslavia, WHEN?

Proving that it is considering
undoubtedly the most curious. pro-
letarian revolution in the history
of the world, the committee could
not decide definitively. (In the
first place, they had not recog-
nized it while it was going on, ob-
viously being tbo involved in as-
tutely working out the details of

Besmirching the Memory of the Great Revolutionary— sy

SWP: Tito 'Vindicates’ Trotsky!

By DANIEL WELSH

In its issue of May 8, The Mili-
tant, speaking for the Socialist
Workers Party, declared its wvir-
tually unqualified support for the
Tito regime in Yugoslavia.

The ostensible occasion for this
declaration by the SWP was the
issuance’of a Yugoslav May Day
proclamation calling for world
support to its struggle against the
Kremlin. The tone of The Militant
article reporting this event was
set by its leading headline: “Yu-
goslavs Issue Appeal for Return to
Leninist Principles.” The May Day
proclamation, it went on to de-
clare, “marks a great turning point
in the history of the world work-
ing-class movement.” According
to The Militant, it marked the
culmination of a long develop-
ment of the YCP and Tito regime,
which it proceeded to eulogize in
terms never before applied to a
Stalinist police dictatorship, at
least not by revolutionary social-
lStS . M i | .

* LR S

“For the first time since the Bol-"

shevik revolution of October, 1917,
a workers' party [sic]) with state
power outside of the Soviet Union
has raised the banner of socialist
internationalism. The proclamation
summons the opponents of Sta-
linism to restore Lenin's program
to its rightful place in the labor
movement. This program repre-
sents the only real alternative to
the grim choice of the cold war:
imperialist atom-bomb conquest or
Kremlin counter - revolution. -It
represents powerful vindication of
the struggle begun by Leon Trot-
sky 27 years ago against Stalin's
destruction of the conquests of the
first workers' state. ..”

nomic and political destinies.

bloes.

ISL Program — in Bri;f '

The Independent Socialist League stands for secialist democ-
racy and against the two systems of exploitation which now di-
vide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized, by any Fair
Deal or other deal, so as to give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peace. It must be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own and control the basic sec-
tors of the: economy, democratically controlling their own eco-

S!ulinism. in Russia and wherever it holds  power, is a brutal
totalitarianism—a new form of exploitation. Its agents in every
country, the Communist Parties, are unrelenting enemies of so-
cialism and have nothing in common with socialism—which can-
not exist without effective democratic control by the people,

These two camps of capitalism and Stalinism are today af each
OFhEl"’S throats in a world-wide imperialist rivalry for domina-
tion. This struggle an only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism stands for building and
strengthening the Third Camp of the people against both war

Tl.ne ISL, as a Marxist movement, looks to the working class
am! its ever-present struggle as the basic progressive force in
society. The ISL is organized to spread the ideas of socialism
in the labor movement and among all other sections of the people.
_ At the same time, Independent Socialists participate actively
In every struggle to better the people’s lot now—such as the
ﬁght: for higher living standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment. We seek to join together with all other militants in the
_labor movement as a left force working for the formation of an
independent labor party and other progressive policies. '

The fight for democracy and the fight for socialism are insepa-
rab_le._ There can be no lasting and genuine democracy without
socialism, and there can be no socialism without democracy. To
enroll under this banner, join the Independent Socialist League!

the Russian guestion to notice that
the first successful proletarian
revolution in over three decades
was taking place behind their
backs.)

Five of the majority dated the
revolution at 1946-48. This, how-
ever, was opposed by the writing-
est theoretician of the group, Er-
nest Germain, who assigned it to
the break with the Cominform.

We do not know how these as-
pirants to building a Trotsky-Tito-
ist International (while the Tito-

Thus does The Militant identify
the Titoist dictatorship—with its
suppression of oppositional ten-
dencies, its past history of physi-
cal elimination of Trotskyist mili-
tants, etc—as that of “a workers’
party,” bearing Lenin’'s program
and vindicating Trotsky's strug-
gle. The Militant article -goes on
consistently to identify the Tito
government with the Yugoslav
people,’ calling it the product of
a “living revolution,” and refer-
ring to the “Yugoslav struggle for
independence and socialism.”

WHERE'S THE CONTROL?

In order to lend this some sem-
blance of consistency, it goes on
to portray the Tito regime as be-
ing under some kind of pelifical
control of the masses. And to do
this, it discovers, five years after
the event, that a “social revolu-
tion” has taken place! But it man-
ages to avoid the. ticklish question
of the other Eastern satellites of

- Stalinist Russia, which .as-far as

anyone can tell- are identical in
their economy -with that of Yugo-
slavia.

There is not a single word as to
how this political control is exer-
cised, through what organs it is
expressed, or one single instance
in which the masses have dem-
onstrated such control, ' except
for the explanation given for the
break with the Kremlin, “The
leaders,” they say, speaking of the
Tito bureaucrats, “who had been
lifted to power by the mighty tide
of these events, could net have
capitulated to the Russian would-
be masters of the country without
being swept aside by the revolu-
tionary workers and peasant$ of
Yugoslavia.” The Militant ‘only
forgets the alternative explanation
that the leaders ceould not have
capitulated or they would have
lost the basis for exploiting the
Yugoslav people in their own in-
terests rather than those of their
Russian cousins, ’

In embracing Titoism, The Mili-
tant has not only had to revise the
basic tenet of its notorious Rus-
sian position, it has had to aban-
don the most basic tenet of the
historical Troiskyist movement.
Of Trotsky's concept of the inter-
national character of the socialist
revolution, The Militant says not
a word. Neither does the Tito re-
gime. What the latter does say,
with evident approval (or at least
lack of criticism) by The Militant,
is a new version of the “theory
of socialism in one countiry.” The
Tito leaders, says The Militant, ex-
plain that “the privileges of the
[Russian] bureaucracy were at the
root of Stalinist degeneration and
counter-revolution. They repeated
over and over again that Yugosla-
via would avoid the same fate only
by the development of socialist
democracy.”

RUSSIAN POSITION AT STAKE

That the SWP could have ar-
rived at such a disgraceful posi-
tion as to allow itseff to play the
role of apologist for the GPU
butcher who runs Yugoslavia to-
day can only be attr‘ibuled to its
lack of any kind of understanding
as to what is the nature.of Stalin-
ism and the Stalinist parties.

ists themselves denounce these
fishers in their private waters as
fascists) are planning to walk
around the question of whether
their decision does or does- not .
make workers' states ovut of ‘the
satellite countries in the Russian
empire. It appears that various re-
., visions of Trotsky's own“workers’
state” theory are aborning in or-
der to cram present-day: reality
tand the twists of the :line) into
consonance with ‘their standard
auotations. el e

|
.t

Forced by its theory — or rather,
its refusal to revise its theory of
Russia as a “degenerated workers’
state” — the SWP was rapidly de-
veloping along the road of becom-
ing a left wing of Stalinism. The
Tito break gave it the. possibility
of taking the variant road of be-
coming the defender of the new
“Titoist deviation” in the ranks
of the world Stalinist movement.
As yet this relationship is en-
*tirely one-sided, as Tito has been
entirely unimpressed with the de-
sire of his SWP well-wishers to
become his ideological agents,
There is no doubt that part of
the SWP’s motivation for its new
turn is the purely opportunistic
desire to fish in the muddy waters
of Stalinism and Wallaceism. That
this is true does not change in the
least the significance of its theo-
retical development in the direc-
tion of Stalinist - Titoist polities.
With this new turn, the SWP has
taken a big step in the direction

* of becoming a Stalinist appendage.

About-Face Lifts

With ‘the transformation of New
Leader from a weekly newspaper
selling for 10 cents into a maga-
zine contajning the same stuff for
15 cents, Time magdzine printed
the statement that- this ex-socialist
organ operates as an inforrer for
the FBI; it adds that the New
Leader’s editors hope to get sup-
port for their patriotic enterprise
“speeifically by convincing busi-
nessmen that his fight ‘is' their
fight also and they should support
him with their advertising.”

The New Leader likewise cele-
brated its change by dropping all
pretense at any connection with
socialism or any facsimilé there-
of known as the Social-Démocratic
Federation. The SDF organization-
al column formerly printed no
longer appears (had no appeal to
businessmen). The magazine now
advertises itself as “liberal”

About Clean; Towels

There is a story of the house-
wife who prepared for guests and
pinned a note to the guest towels
that was intended for her hus-
band’s eyes only. “If you dare to
use these fowels I'll murder you,”
the missive warned. Unfortunately
she forgot to remove the ndte and
after the guests had come and
gone there it was on spotless tow-
els—much to the wife's chagrin.

We are comparing those towels
to the boasted freedom of Amer-
icam workerf Both are nice to
look at, but neither are supposed
to be used.

What gives us this idea is the
fact that it took only a few days
of a partial strike of railroad men
to evoke talk of a law to kill the
freedom of public utility workers
to strike.—(From editorial in the
Reading Labor Advocate, May 19.)
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~ Labor and the Fair Deal

They're Worried about Protection Against Their Fﬂends

By BEN HALL -

Gone are the days when the American Fed-
ération- of Labor lobbyists, complaining that the
CIO was the spoiled favorite of the government,
demanded an end to “pampering” of its rival
under the Wagner Act. The two mighty organ-
izations draw closer together, opening up a pros-
pect of labor unity despite the many obstacles
of history, rivalries of personal prestige and
power, hangovers of the industrial-versus-craft
unionism struggle, relics of jurisdictional dis-
putes.

No one can -say with assurance whether re-
newed efforts to merge the CIO and AFL will
be suceessful, but the trend is unmistakably to-
ward g¥edter unity, toward increased collabora-
tion, toward mutual assistance in self-defense.

In’its long and bitter strike, the independent
United Mine Workers Union won the moral and
material support of the whole labor movement.
In the name of .the Steel Workers Union, CIO
President - Philip Murray donated a :$500,000
¢heck’ to' help the eoal diggers; and UAW work-
ers, at'bench and machine, pooled their dollars
and turned them over to their stewards to speed
truck earavans of food and clething into the
mine ‘areas. Later John L. Lewis dramatically
called for a joint labor fighting fund of millions
of dollars subscribed by all unions and adminis-
tered by them regardless of affiliation.”

Sober Reckoning

These were not hghi—mmded publicity ges-
tures but serious, practical moves toward united
actfion, 'now highlighted at the Steel Workers'
Atlanfic' City convention by the announcement
of a pact between the United Aufo Workers and
United Steel Workers for mutual support in the
fight for a gquaranteed annual wage. This de-

mand is now transformed from a pious declara-

tion of hopes buried in paper platforms into a
fighting issue of the class struggle to be in-
'scribed on picket signs.

The mood of pre-negotiations is subdued and
coldly reasoning. This is not the mutual am-
nesty, the: forgetting and forgiving of old hos-
tilities that comes from expanding optimism; it
is not a'good fellowship that arises in joint cele-
bration of victories won and jubilation over the
prospect of a speedy march forward. It is a sober
drawing together in days of adversity; when the
road ahead seems rocky and full of dangers;
when everything already achieved can be de-
fended and every new gain won only by massing
all of labor’s strength for hard battle..

Southern industry was to fall in line with “en
Tightened” labor practices and join the ranks of
organized labor; AFL and CIO organizers secram-
bled to stake claims over millions of open-shop
workers only to discover abruptly that the claims
of both hit up against a solid resistance which
ripped the heart out of Operation Dixie.
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-Max Shachtman's
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- SGCIALISM®
z [ . ’
. For information and literature, write ;fo:

" Independent Socialist League
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,N. Y.

Taft-Hartley remains. If anything, -recent Su-
preme Court decisions have reinforced it and
extended its significance. In announeing the ma-
jority decision upholding the law’s affidavit pro-
visions, Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson declared:
“Its manifest purpose was to bring within the
terms of the statute only those persons whose
beliefs strongly indicate a will to engage in po-
litical strikes and other forms of direct action,
when, as officers, they direct union activities.”

They've Traveled Far
To impose penalties for actions which are
themselves not illegal would in itself be an as-
tounding injustice if we were not already inured
to this type of legal magic by the attorney gen-
eral’s “subversive list.” But by this decision, dis-
abilities are heaped on union leaders not for ac-
tions but for “beliefs” whlch indicate a “will”
toward acts. :
‘And what kind of acts? Political strikes and
direct action. "Anti-Commiunist” affidavits have
traveled far!
Normal, orthodox union leaders must and do
hold the weapon of “political strikes’ in reserve.

_mmpusmieAl  pEMeceaTic LABOR
mw PARTY PARTY

The Mine Workers, on one occasion, protested
the appointment of an unwanted director of mine
safety by declaring a work holiday. On two ocea-
sions the WAW called upon its members to stop
work for political demonstrations: once to de-
mand the retention of price controls and then to
demand the veto of the Taft-Hartley Law. “Di-
rect action” is a vague and ambiguous term
which applies readily to any strike, especially
one fought out militantly on the picket line,

The Taft-Hartley Law in all its aspects, in-
cluding its “anti-Communist” features, is clearly
directed against normal, necessary functioning
of aggressive unionism. Labor’s political-action
directors may puff themselves with artificial en-
thusiasm as Election Day draws near, but every-
one knows that no foreseeable reshuffling of old-
party representatives in Congress is likely to
win a speedy repeal.

Fair Deal Accepts Injunctions

- And if miraculously it should be repealed, who
expects its replacement by full collective bar-
gaining free from overhanging threats of govern-

ment-by-injunction? Truman Fair Dealism arro-.

gates the right of injunction without law; labor
leaders shut their eyes but cannot forget; for
the simple public' fact is that the principle of
injuncfions against mass strikes is accepted by

' Fair-Deal Democrats, Dixiecrats and Republicans

alike.

In eontrast to the rest of the labor movement
under the Wagner Act, the railroad brotherhoods
were hemmed in and tied down by the -creaking
machinery of the Railway Labor Act. But legis-
lative evolution has so hedged unions with Taft-

‘Hartley controls that rail labor now seems al-

most to enjoy- uninhibited freedom by cempari-
son.- Proposals -loom " im Congress to' make ‘the
brotherhoods -also subject to injunctions -and
compul'SOry arbitration.

The union movement is powerful, more power-
ful than ever. But it feels the need to: gather
greater strength; to' mobilize its forees, to'stand
in solidarity.
what? An uneasiness, a distrust of the future,

But against” whoni and against -

a lack of confidence, a gnspicion that ealm and
easy days do not lie aheed—such is the back-
ground for the surge toward unity.

But do we not enjoy the benefits of Fair-Deal .

Democracy ? Doesn’t the united political action
of labor and “liberals” guarantee victory at the
polls and days of sunshine? The mobilization of
the labor movement and its preparations for aid
to embattled sections which are in danger of
being picked off and destroyed separately belie
these hopes and paint a truer picture of tomor-
TOW.

Truman Was Tested

The mine strike was followed by the Chrys-
ler strike, which came as a surprise and shoek
to all, forcing the UAW into a 100-day exhaust-
ing walkout, a full-scale deployment of union
forces to win those modest objeetives whieh it
had expected to gain in simple, formal bargain-
ing sessions. Both strikes tested Truman.

The man who today whistles for support of his
party at every railroad stop, played the cunning

R diplomat while miners and auto workers fought

for simple rights; no thundering presidential

defense of the common man, no stumping the '

platform against greed and monopoly. He eare-
fully and diffidently weighed his every move, cal-
culating not its effeets on labor’s struggles but
its impact on his political career, and on the
unity and stability of his-political machine.

Moves toward unity may be deceptively col- -

ored by tinges of Trumanite Fair Dealism; high
on the agenda will be plans for ambitious elec-
toral -activity, a coordinated massing of labor’s
full strength to elect a few more liberals, to gain
that ever-elusive, never-attainable majority of
real old-party “friends” of labor in Congress.

Fair-Weather Deal

While remaining convinced that they must
hang on to Truman as the best available dubious
ally, fearful of forming their own party, every
thinking unionist, leader or rank and filer knows
in his ewn mind : Here is a fair-weather friend.
‘Which way he will bend in time of crisis, whom
he will support if labor should be forced to fight
with its back to the wall, is at least—uncertain.

Paradoxically, if the Fair Deal appeared to
labor as a crusading, aggressive champion of
the rights of the working people standing up to
their enemies and unashamedly defending free-
dom and justice, then labor unity might have
remained a political stepchild. But the Fair Deal
is a different species of political animal. K ap-
pears to labor as week-kneed and vacillatory; it
compromises with reaction within and without
the Democratic Party; it substitutes diplomatic
double-talk for a fighting progressive policy; it
knows only one religion: Democratic machine
control.

While standing firmly in the Fair-Deal Tru-
man camp, the labor movement feels hollow
spaces and pitfalls beneath its feet. At any dan-
gerous moment the whole fragile framework
might fall away. .

And so the labor movement, girding for self-
defense, will begin with hymns of praise for
Fair-Deal Democracy. But as each section goes

into battle knowing that the rest of labor stands .- -

behind it, as each separate detachment gains self-
confidence and becomes more demanding, the
ties that bind labor to the Démocratic Party wilf
be subjected to new strains. In unifying against
its enemies, labor in effect moves to proteet itself
against its “friends.”

LABOR ACTION
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Page Seven

Cold War Crime: German Dismantling — 11/

The Roots of the Tragedy

Ve N

This is the third installment of a series, based on a
remarkable document prepared by an investigator for
Congresswoman Katherine St. George. This report was
first mimeographed for confidential or semi-confidential
circulation in:Washington. It is dated July 1949. We
present it today as a vivid picture of the background of
.Allied policy in Germany. As in the case of the first in-
stallment; the following consists of verbatim excerpts
from the investigator’s report. The series will be com-
cluded next week with an article on the political mean-
ing of the dismantling program.

~\ i /

To understand the minds of the workers who will lose
their jobs, one must first consider the belief which vir-
tually the whole of Germany shares today, that the prime
motive behind the planned destruction of German capaci-
ty was the desire of France and Britain, particularly of
Britain, to eliminate forever from the world market their
one-time greatest trade competitor—Germany. To the
German worker this motive is so patent that even the
Social-Democrats, who have clung so hopefully to the
belief that a “Labor Government” must be their friend,
now speak openly to me of the “imperialistic drive” of
Bevin.

Certain sources of information are available to me
which I have not yet been able to follow up, but it seems
worth while for me to collect a small dossier on the busi-
niess-interest background of some of these .men who de-
termined the original selection of German plants for dis-
mantling. Where these business interests appear to have
been decisive, it seems high time that the American peo-
ple who are underwriting a recovery program for West-
ern Europe should have a clear view of both faces of the
double-headed hydra.

To. Eliminate Competition

Dismantling to eliminate German competition? Evi-
dence which I have been able to collect in the past two
weeks indicates that since April 13 “dismantling” has
more and more boldly taken the form of outright “scrap-
ping” of plants. In British Military Government circles
here the subterfuge is apparently rapidly being aban-
doned that the dismantlings apply only to war plants
or to the elimination of excess capacity. Since the Wash-
ington agreement, several incautious statements have
been made by RD&R (Reparations, Dismantling and
Restitutions Division) officials in the British Zone to the
effect that the dismantlings will have a salutary effect
for Great Britain, through elimination of the most dan-
gerous of their German competitors. :

The most violent statements to this effect were report-

- ed fo me by the American writer, Christopher Emmet, who

had a long conference two weeks ago in London with
Whittam, chief of the British Zone RD&R Division. The
whole tone of Whittam's fulmination was a gloating over
British successes at Washington at the expense of the
Germans, and a categorical damning of every German
businessman and politician as a congenital liar.

To understand Bevin’s stand on the dismantlings, it
is of particular interest to note that his chief adviser
on German steel affairs has been Dr. Colclough, who
comes from the British Iron and Steel Federation. -

Colclough was consulting engineer in London for the
firm of Corby, a subsidiary of Steward & Lloyds, tube
manufacturers. He was particularly interested in get-
ting the German tube mills put on the dismantling list.
Alsd his loyalties to the British Iron and Steel Federa-
tion apparently prompted an interest in eliminating
competition from the Germans in other fields. )

Last autumn, Colclough observed to George Wolf, of
the Wolf Steel Investigation Mission (in a conversation
which Wolf repeated later to George Loesch, managing
director of the Deutsche Edelstahlwerke A.G., Germany’s
leading producer of fine steel) : “I consider it a matter
of personal honor to be able to report back to the Feder-
ation that I have destroyed the Deutsche Edelstahlwerke,
the brains of the German fine steel industry.” I have not
yet had an opportunity to check this statement with Mr.
Wolf, but it could be easily done by someone in America.

Dismantling Instead of Bombs

It should also be mentioned that another leading pro-
tagonist of the four-year-old fight to eliminate key German
steel plants was the British officer, Dawson, who jwas a
member of the steel committee determining which plants
should be placed on the dismantling list. Dawson has been
an engineer with the British construction firm of Brassert's,
whihe builf the Hermann Goering Steel Works at Salzgit-
ter during the Hitler period. During the war, so the story
goes, he was a bombardier who tried, unsuccessfully. to
bomb the same works and what he couldn't accomplish

through bombing he succeeded in accomplishing via the

dismantling list.

It should be particulalrly ‘noted that"'])é!'wson, whom |

the Germans and Americans both call the “British Mor-
genthau,” has now reputedly got himself appointed to
the newly constructed . Allied Security Board, a key

board, which will determine which German applicants
will receive permits to rebuild or to enlarge their plants. :

The personnel of this board should be studied with the
most careful serutiny.

As another instance of competitive interest which
appears to have motivated British policy regarding the

German dismantlings, I cite the fate of the two Bergius |

process hydrogenation plants at Wesseling and Gelsen-
berg. Although both plants were placed on the “Forbid-
den Industry” list, the Wesseling plant is now to continue
in operation, while the Gelsenberg plant is to be disman-
tled. The Wesseling plant carries out crude-oil treatment
on the base of contracts of treatment with the German
Shell Company (subsidiary company of the British-Dutch
Shell concern, which, in turn, is part-owned by the Brit-
ish government). The Gelsenberg gasoline plant signed
similar agreements with phe German Vacuum OQil Com-

pany and the German-American Petroleum Company

(subsidiary company of the two big American oil con-
cerns, Socony Vacuum Oil Inc., New York, and Standard
0Qil Company of New Jersey).

It appears that if strictly national interests were at
stake, the British were better represented in this case
than the Americans. Perhaps this is because the chief of
the petroleum section” of OMGUS, in the days when the
forbidden industries category was being set up, was a
man whom Dr. Albert Newman, past president of the
American Institute of Chemical Engineers, and first chief
of the chemical industry section of OMGUS, described
as “a man whose background for the jo‘b was filling sta-
tion experience in the United Stades.”

It seems to me that one has to ha\re a background of
know!edge of such pressures to be able to understand how
Bevin, theoretically at least a representative of the work-
ing class, could have been so insulated against the appeals
of the German socialists and trade-union leaders, not to
mention all of the leading churches of the Ruhr, that he
would not reconsider the Ruhr dismantlings in the light of
the unprecedented distress being coused to the German
working people....

As for German labor sentiment, the. German trade-
union movement, which in past months has maintaihed
trust in the friendship of the British Labor Party, has
reached such a state of disillusionment and hostility that
leading socialists have told me here within the past few
days that they do not consider the British Labor Party
a socialist party at all. “They have no heart at all for
their fellow German workers,” I was told the other day
by a German who has been a socialist for more than
thirty years. “Their hearts are as stony as the worst of
the monopoly capitalists!”. ...

The Workers' Side

One must first understand the extent of unemploy-
ment in Germany and the peculiar circumstances which
make unemployment status here even more critical than
in most places in the world. Unemployment in the West-
ern Zone is now about 1.2 million, with the trend steadily
going upward. Because of the extreme hardships of re-
cent years, very few unemployed workers have any re-
serve of savings whatsoever to fall back upon. Neither
can they count upon anything but the merest pittance of
a dole, for the German government is already on the
verge of bankruptey.

Even an employed worker finds the going very tough.
... However, because the Deutsche Edelstahlwerke plant
was so long on the dismantling list, only recently having
hLeen released, the company has suffered from lack of
orders due to uncertainty over its future, also because of
the lack of government funds to place orders for greatly
needed construction work on bridges, railroads, ete. As
a result, the work week is now shortened, with corre-
spondingly smaller pay. The short work week is now
common in many steel plants throughout the Ruhr—only
the workers engaged in dismantling being assured of
steady pay and long hours.

The fact that it_has been difficult, in spite of all hard-
ships, to recruit Germans for the dismantling work is real
testimony to their feeling of resentment, and especially of
loyalty to what they consider the best interest of their
fellow workers. .

Against the low wages one must put high living costs
which prevail throughout Germany today. Everything
can be hought here now, it is true, but only if one has
the money—a very large IF, which the casual tourist
and roving reporter too often fail to note....

For those who have been thrown out of work, the sit-
uation is really desperate. It is out of the question to talk
about moving around the country in search of work; the
housing situation is still a despair to gveryone....

Not only is the employment situation growing in-
creasingly more critical in the Ruhr because of the dis-
mantlings, but indirectly it is seriously affecting Berlin.
Professor Ernst Reuter, lord mayor of Berlin, tells me
that there are 175,000 unemployed in the West sector of
Berlin today, or about 16 per cent of the total population
able and willing to work. Unemployment has been in-
creasing since the lifting of the blockade, in part because
the new influx of black market goods into Berlin cuts
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down on orders from Berlin firms. ... But as has already
been pointed out, the dismantlings continue to add to the
already swelling unemployment rolls. There is less and
less work for the old-time employee, and nothing for the
newcomer.

I believe that the emotions of the people hére in the
Ruhr are rapidly approaching the boiling point, and an
explosion may be near. One must consider what goes on
in the mind of a worker in Bochum, for instance, where
both the: Bochumer Verein, which is capable of eniploy-
ing 12,000 workers, and the Hochfrequenz -"Tiegelstahi
works, which employ 700, are slated for dismantlément.
The welfare of at least 50,000 persons—workers. and
their families—one-sixth of the population of Bochum,
is at stake.

What Can They Think?

Bochum has been bombed until it resembles some gray”
ruins out of a prehistoric age. The store windows are °
starkly bare, Faces have the rigid preoccupﬂtmn of peo-
ple to whom the struggle to survive is still an oll-absorb-
ing effort. What goes on in the mind of a man moving duy
after day among these ruins, seeing the factory which has
given him, and perhops his father, livelihood for decades.
being SCRAPPED in the midst of a Europe crying for steel?.

To get to the Henrichshuette steel works, a single
main thoroughfare winds through the cliff-bound city of
Wuppertal. My German chauffeur, Ramspot, told me of
the horrible inferno this eity went through during the
war. ... It is incredible that men and women who have
lived through such hells remain normal, human and ra-
tional. Yet they, like millions of other Germans, have
grimly struggled back to whatever narrow basis of de-
cent life they could find.

They have rebuilt their homes w1th their own hands,
They have scrounged day after day during the starva-
tion years following the war for whatever bits of food
they could find for themselves and their families. They
have given eloquent testimony to the indomitable will to
survive that seems to live in each human being. But
now, when a little peace is in sight, the loss of work, the
shoving back into the abyss, must seem to many of them
like the final unendurable blow. '

If no explosion comes from such men as these, the
ultimate results may be even worse for the democracies.
The Russians are making tremendous capital out of the
present situation. There is even more danger; perhaps,
that these emotions be siphoned off into support of the
Communists, than that they find an outlet in unpolitical
organized resistance.

. The worker in the Ruhr stéel plant—the kind of man
I have been talking with every day—is a decent, stable
kind of man. ... They were not the breeding ground for
Nazism. Less than 10 per cent of the steel workers, at
Deutsche Edelstahlwerke at Krefeld, for instance, were
Nazis.

But their very pride in their work makes them into o
hard core of rebellion ‘now against all wantonly wasteful
occupation policies. It is not surprising that in each plant
the forgers whose work requires the strongest muscles and
great skill, are now bécoming the hardest to handle, the
most revolutionary, .

"—To Earn Our Bread!""

The Germans have no illusions about Communism—
too many prisoners of war from Russian concentration
camps, and too many refugees from the East Zone trickle
through their cities and tell the damning stories of their
experiences. But the explosion of a desperate man is
usually in revolutionary ways. And the Communists have
one effective ace in their hands—their appeal to the Ger-
mans to unify and restore their national self-respect. . . .
In spite of the faet that in previous years the Com-
munists exceeded all the other occupation powers in the
quantity of dismantlings and so-called restitutions, the
Soviets are now capitalizing vociferously on the dismant-
lings being carried out by the Western Powers. The West
Zone Communist leader, Max Reimann, became a hero
by resisting the dismantlings and being put in jail for
three months. . ..

It is true that even more impelling is the common
sense of rebellion- which is welding all people of the
Ruhr, workers, management, church leaders, together
into a unified spirit of resistance. Following the an-
nouncement of the Washington Agreement, ehurch serv-
ices in both Catholic and Protestant churches were held
throughout the Ruhr one Sunday. The common theme '
was: “Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread!” On May the
second, an extraordinary meeting of the City Council :
of the town of Duisburg was held, and a mass protest .
of the people of Duisburg against the dismantlings was |
drafted.. .

The real voice of the man in the Ruhr is one of a '
human being possessed of basic self-respect. On number- |
less occasions I have seen in areas of plants where the
dismantlings are going on, scrawled in large lettering on |
a wall of the room: “WE DON'T WANT ALMS. WE
ONLY WANT .A CHANCE TQO EARN OUR DAILY
BREAD!” '

Heretofore, what we have won in. Germany has been,
won all too often by the default of fhe Soviets. Now the '
situation seems about to reverse itseif. In each of the
factories which I have visited, I have noted on those sec- |
tinn~ of the plant where dismantling is going on, signs |
such as “HERE YOU SEE WESTERN DE\’IOCRACY
IN ACTION!", ..

(Concluded next week)
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GM knew the conservative mood
of the workers. It spoke about it
during negotiations. But it also
knew that the UAW-CIO, as the
Chrysler strike showed, could and
would shut down all plants, and
that the economic cost of a strug-
gle with the UAW would be ter-
rific, as Chrysler Corporation
found out. GM sought and found
another way out!

The initiative was clearly in
GM’s hands in this situation, and
it decided to offer the UAW two
propositions. The first GM pro-
posal consisted of essentially the
Chrysler package, including the
$100 a .month pension for ‘em-
ployes with 25 years of seniority
at the age of 65. With minor
changes, the contract would be
renewed for three years.

The second offer included a
package equivalent to 19 cents
per hour gains for this year, the
escalator clause, the four-cent per
year improvement wage boost, at
the price of a renewal of the cur-

rent contgact, with a modified un-

jon shop and minor changes, for
five years.
This second package was based

‘on GM’s belief that economic con- |

ditions would remain relatively
stable in the whole next period,
and that the peace it hoped to win
with the UAW-CIO would easily
compensate for the cost of such
.a proposal.

ESCALATOR PROTECTS WORKERS

The UAW leaders accepted the
second package with alacrity. For
them it was a heaven-sent way
out of the crisis in which the un-
jon was involved. Suppose infla-
tion continues, and the cost of
living skyrockets? The escalator
clause protects the GM workers.
Emil Mazey, UAW secretary-
treasurer, explained it thus to a
large East Side caucus meeting
of the Reuther forces. He added,
Suppose a depression hits? Our

union is safe from a head-on at- "~

tack for five years. The workers
get a 4-cent raise yearly. We are
insured either way.

Nearly 200 delegates attended
the national General Motors con-
ference to ratify the agreement.
What was their reaction? At first,

" suspicion at the manner in which

the contract was signed and an-
nounced publicly before they had
a chance to study it, and much
concern over a five-year contract.
‘But, after a two-day session, in
which the high point was the
usual militant speech of Walter
Reuther the delegates voted
overwhelmingly to accept the
package. Less than 200 voted
against it.

In the shops, a big sigh of re-
lief went up. Especially when the
GM workers figured out their eco-
nomic gains compared to Chrysler
and Ford workers. And the gains
are unmistakable and represent
a real victory for the UAW.

In the Chrysler plants, the reac-
fion was quite different. It was
like salt on an old wound. Since
most workers view settlements in
bread and butter terms, the com-
mon feeling was, "Look what they
got. We sure got hooked!"™ At
Ford plants, many similar com-
ments were heard.

In estimating the over-all effect
of the GM settlement these reac-
tions at Ford and Chrysler are
important factors. Before the
1951 convention in May, the
UAW ‘has a re-opening date for

UAW's Contract at

The economic gains listed by
the union include:

(1) A jointly - administered
pension plan providing $100 a
month, including Social Secur-
ity, for workers at the age of
65 with 25 years’ service. The
maximum monthly payment
will become $117.50 a month
if Congress grants Social Se-
curity increases as is expected.

(3 A guaranteed annual

wage increase of 4 cents an
hour, described by the union

ductivity, and to be added to
the basic wage rate.

(3) A continuation of the
cost-of-living escalator clause,
providing for wage adjustments
in accordance with the price

THE UNION GOT THIS FROM GM

as a reward for increased pro- -

index of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, unlimited upward
but limited downward to a
point, no lower than the basic
wage _rate.

(4) A hospital-medical plan
with the company paying half
the cost of Blue Cross and Blue
Shield protection for worker

and family.
(5) An improved insurance
program, including accident

and sickness wgekly benefits
ranging from $31.50 to $45.50.

Chief among more than thir-
ty non-economic concessions to
the union is a modified union
shop, requiring new employees
to join the UAW but giving
them the option of withdraw-
ing from the union after one
year.

economic demands at Ford and
Chrysler. The workers in these
campaigns will be stimulated by
the GM victory to make more ag-
gressive demands than before.
And they can win them too.

The GM pact, with all the dan-
gers of a 5-year term, offers new
possibilities to the UAW, perhaps
with turbulent days ahead until
after the 1951 convention, and
the Ford and Chrysler negotia-
tions next year, but also with
prospects of cracking them both.

It is very unlikely that Chrys-
ler will again decide to lose $50,-
000,000 minimum of profit, its
competitive place in the auto in-
dustry, and 450,000 car produe-
tion for a fight with the UAW, in
which it does have to retreat from
its die-hard attitude. The Ford
Motor Company knows that les-
son already, and if it doesn’t, it
can be taught.

What is most likely is that
these companies will give wage
hoosts to bring up their rate to a
GM level, but in return may well
ask for longer extensions of con-
tracts.

A few weeks ago Walter Reu-
ther criticized a delegate at the
Chrysler conference who said he
was disturbed by the trend re-
flected in a three-year contract.

‘And at the General Motors con-’

ference Reuther did not refer to
the five-year pact as an “excep-
tion,” the line he used at the
Chrysler conference. It would
have been difficult to do so.

CAN UAW STAY MILITANT?
Rather, to anticipate his ecrit-
ics, Reuther came up with an ex-
planation which touches on the
core of the problem raised by
such a long-term contract. How
does the UAW involve its ranks
in the union now that its primary
method, the national wage confer-
ences, the posing of a major
struggle every two years, ete., is
gone? How can the UAW keep
from taking on the character of
an AFL business union, in which
all union business rests in the
hands of a relatively small but

- all powerful bureaucracy?

The answer, said Reuther,
could be found in drawing the
ranks into effective political ac-
tion. He outlined the many wage
negotiations and crises in which
he and others found theniselves,
and said that now for the first
time he could devote himself to
political problems.

" A brilliant study of the labor movement—

A vivid insight into a great union—

$3.00
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A Random House book

As usual, Reuther was aware of
the problem, and evasive in -his
solution. Certainly, the broadening
of the struggle of the UAW from
primarily the economic front to
the political front could invelve
the ranks more. Certainly, build-
ing independent political machines
would provide a new arena in
which militants _ could function.
Leaving aside the question of what
kind of political action, the dan-
ger in the Reuther approach is
that his proposal, or rather long
range idea, is a substitute for rank
and file involvement in the union’s
daily economic problems, rather
than a required supplement.

Furthermore, involvement in
politics will probably be building
a machine within the Democratic
Party (as is still being done in
Michigan right now) or just sup-
porting the Democratic Party (as
the CIO policy is nationally.)

The conclusion is inescapable,

however, that the UAW will de-
vote more and more time in poli-
ties on a local, state and national
scale, and that the Reuther lead-
ership will have more time for
working out some of the long
range plans of the ambitious
“Red-head.”

YEARLY CONVENTION NEEDED

Concern over the demoeratic
structure of the UAW becomes
greater when one reviews the
proposals of the Reuther leader-
ship for the internal structure
and functioning of the union. At
the last convention the Reuther
leadership proposed two-year con-
ventions, two-year local union
elections, higher' dues, and regu-
lar assessments instead of the
special strike assessment which
was finally adopted. The chief
argument of the leadership was
that the recurring crises with the
corporations made imperative
fewer conventions and elections
so that the leadership could con-
centrate mainly on fighting, the
companies.

What possible excuse could be
found now for such a program,
what with a five-year contract at
GM, a three-year contract at

" Chrysler, and a two-year contract

at Ford? As a matter of fact,
there.is now a greater need to
maintain the yearly elections, the
18-month national conventions,
and other traditional democratic
features of the UAW. To tamper
with them now is to clearly and
coldly bureaucratize the UAW,
and to accelerate the trend to-
wards AFL business unionism.

Turning to another aspect of the
GM contract, the five year clause
signifies a freezing of the present
working conditions, especially
since no improvement was made in
the functioning of the poor shop
steward system and the red-tape
in the bargaining procedure. The
tendency again is dangerous. Buf
it is a deliberate lie to state, as
does the Daily Worker, that under
the new contract, no fight against
speed-up is possible. The Stalinists
know, as well as the next man,
that under paragraph 117 of the
contract, the union has the right,
as it did previously, to call a strike

on the speed-up issue. The UAW
does have a loop-hole if the GM

‘ Corporation takes too much for

granted in the five-year pact.
Some of the blind critics of the
Reuther regime found themselves
caught short when they screamed
this is a five-year no-strike pledge,
for Reuther quickly pointed out

 that paragraph 117 remains in the

contract. (Not the least of Reu-
ther assets are still most of his
critics.)

PENSION FIGHT IS OVER

The GM settlement emphasizes
another major shift in the Reu-
ther strategy on pensions. Al-
though the UAW is signing up
many small companies in “area”
agreements, and expects to settle
quickly at Briggs, the fact is that
the fight for industry financed
pension plans is over. The main
pre-occupation of the UAW will
be to increase Social Security
benefits, with the hope eventually
of making them a substitute for
the present make-shift arrange-
ments. Very few UAW workers
are satisfied with the opresent
plans.

For every worker eligible to re-

GM—

.

tire there is another of the same
age not able to retire because he
never had 25 years seniority in
one plant. And, if prelimnary
spot checks mean anything, there
are two workers with 25 years
seniority under 60 years of age
(and thus not entitled to major
benefits) for each one over 60
years of age. The pension prob-
lem, therefore, will remain a
source of irritation and aggrava-
tion within the shops!

As for Reuther’s claim that the
union won a billion dollar pack-
age for five years at General Mo-
tors, the only modifying factors
—and they are hardly inconse-
quentional—are the doubts that
auto production and employment
will remain at their present high
level for five years. A more ac-
curate appraisal would begin
with the statement: If our work-
ers continue to keep their jobs, if
model change-overs don’t cause

too much unemployment, if busi-

ness keeps up, then our package
will total perhaps a billion dollars
in five years.

[LABOR ACTION will deal
further with the GM contract in
coming issues.—Ed.] *©

U.S. Hated--

(Continued from page 1)
Stalinist leaders of India and
other Asian governments know

that one cannot indefinitely keep
in power governments which have
no popular support whatever.

All this will not come as a sur-

prise to readers of LABOR AC-
TION. But American public opin-
ion has been carefully shielded
from knowledge of these feelings.
That may be one reason for the
ability of the labor leaders here
to sell their support of American
foreign policy to their ranks.

Chi Daily News Writer Blasts
U.S. for Bucking Asian Revolt

“One Man’s Opinion,” the Chi-
cago Daily News called it. The
newspaper asked its foreign cor-
respondents to comment on the
question “Have we stopped Com-
munism?” and got the following
from its man in the Far East,
Keyes. Beech.”

Beech's article (May 8) is
straight. - from - the - shoulder
straight-seeing. The naiveté of his
recommendation to Washington is
another matter. Here are some
passages from what he sees:

“A grizzled foreign correspond-’

ent expressed it: ‘For a change I'd
like to see us back a revolution in-
stead of buck one.”

“We began to lose Asia the day
we won the war. Because, since
the war ended, we have been
bucking revolutions in Asia in-
stead of backing them....

“We have forgotten that our own
country was born of bloody rebel-
lion—against a foreign power....

“In our wartime broadcasts we
talked of freedom. In Southeast
Asia some people listened and be-
lieved—and waited for the day
when we would free them from
the Japanese.

“We came and the Japanese
went. And after us came the colo-
nial masters of Southeast Asia—
the British, French and Dutch.

“Driven out by the Japanese, de-
feated and discredited, they were
back by force of American arms
to reclaim what they considered
theirs.

“They carried American arms.
They wore belts ‘made in the U.
S. A’ They rode in Americans
ianks and strafed native popula-
tions from American planes—to
‘restore order.’

“The Communists loved it....

“Now, in Indo-China, we have
just confirmed their opinion of us
by recognizing the Bao Dai re-
gime.

“Bao is an expatriate playboy,
rather a nice guy according to re-
ports, whom the French picked
up off the Riviera and deposited
on his throne with the fond hope
that he could save their colony
from the Communists.

“It doesn’t really matter wheth-
er Bao is a French puppet, which
he is or he wouldn't be there. The
important thing is that the Indo-
Chinese think he is a French pup-
pet....

U. 8’S QUISLINGS

“It may be too late to stop Com-
munism in Asia. Some fairly in-
telligent people—not Communists
—think so.

“We certainly aren’t going to
stop it with the defeated and dis-
credited Chiang, who is trying to
set up a model shop on Formosa
after losing all China,

“Or with South Korea's Presi-
dent Syngman Rhee, a venerable
but querulous old patriot who is
holding elections in his country
rext month only because we put
the heat on him. ’

“Or with President Elpido Qui-
rino, the ‘merry widower of Ma-
nila,’ a shifty politician whose of-

fice is stained with the blood of -

murdered voters, and whe is on
our side only so long as we con-
tinue to funnel more millions into
the Philippines.

“Or with playboy Bao, even if
he is a nice guy.

“It could be that the answer is
1o help people rather than govern-
ments. To back a revolution in-
stead of buck one.”

Thus foreign correspondent
Beech. The picture is true to life.
One wonders, however, whether
this veteran newspaperman really
thinks the U. S. policy is due sim-
ply to ignorance and stupidity, and
that the only thing preventing
Washington from backing revolu-
tion in Asia instead of bucking it
is that the State Depariment is
less well informed than he.

That won't wash. It's worth
looking into the socialist analysis
of the ties between U. S. impe-
rialism and its brother imperial-
isms in Western Europe, and into
the reasons why Truman-Acheson
insist on using such shady char-
acters as their quislings.
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